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NEW YORK, N.Y.-The Direc- many people after the program 

tor of the Department of Aeli- indicated several areas of con­
gious Education of the Diocese cern that needed special atten­
of the Armenian Church, Elise tion: one, that it had been 
Antreassian, spent four fruitful difficult getting the entire parish 
days visiting parishes in mobilize(! to attend and partici­
Toronto, St. Catharines and Nia- pate in community programs; 
gara Falls on February 24-27. two, th'e need for renewed 
Each of the four parishes has energy of parish auxiliaries; and 
different needs, and her efforts three, frustration over the lack of 
were directed towards defining full Armenian community par­
them and providing advice and ticipation in church life, espe­
encouragement tor the Chris- cially youth. The gracious host 
tian education of the youngsters and Pastor, the Very Rev. 'Fr. 
of each community. Kegham Zakarian, concurred 

Her first stop was St. Gregory with these concerns. -
the Illuminator Armenian On the positive side, St. Gre­
Church in·St. Catharines, Onta- gory is a well-established par­
rio. An ali-day session was held ish, and there is great interest in 
with Superintendents Alice Tor- the religious aspect as well as an 
ossian and Audrey Paroian, and active parish life. The difficulties 
the teachers of the school. Dis- it may have.;_that can arise in 
cussion centered on ways to any parish family-will cetrainly 
improve the quality and riumber. be alleviated by a commitment 
of programs available, as well as on the part of the Armenian 
attendance. A recruitment pro- community to make their devo­
gram was worked out to be tion to God and the church their 
pursued on a month-by-month number one priority, with .all 
basis for both new students and aspects of life flowing from that 
new teachers, as well as a currie- point. The film was very well 
ulum and program of special received-one comment: "It's 
activities for the coming nice to know that there is a pro~ 
months. At the general parish fessionally done film about our 
gathering th~ same evening, a Church and our faith." The indi­
good number of children and ' vidual discussion that followed 
young people appeared-a spe- the film was energetic and 
cial effort had been made to sometimes impassioned. As one. 
have them and their families be observer pointed out: "We have 
present. The film, "The Growth got to get back to Christianity 
of Our Children," was shown, and make it the center of our 
preceded by a brief talk on reli- lives as Armenians." _ 
gious education. Comments by The next stop was'St. Sarkis 

Armenian Church on the New 
York side of Niagara Falls. Here 
is an example of a small churc;h 
with an outstanding Sunday 
School. The two teachers---the 
mother and paughter ·team ·of 
Alice and ·Ani Avdoian­
attended tast summer's .Mardi­
gian Institute, sponsored by Mr. 
and Mrs. EdwardMardigian, ~nd 
held at Diocesan headquarters 
in New York. Ad9ing the impe~ 
tus provided by that training to 
their own talent arid d~dication, 
they invested the new year's 
classes with'creativity, imagina­
tion and hard work. Their regu­
lar students , are getting ~:~n 
extraordinary ChrisJian­
Armenian edlication. The D.R.E. 
~ilm "The GroWth of Our Chil­
liren",-was s.hOwn to the· small 
group of parishioners, bat the 
highlight of the visit was meet­
ing with the teachers and seeing 
their fine work .. Unfortunately, 
a.s is the ease of some parishes·. 
there are Armenie!'l families in 
the . vicinity that. ~main unin­
volved to 1he ·Church. Arsen 
Avdoian, ·the· ~.arish Council 
Chairman. eommunicated. •the 
·hard work. long hours.' it 
takes to - " 
into • 
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with a church split for 50 years. We can hardly Ms. Avakian faulted the non-Armt " . h bi 
project a good image under these for not looking into reasons for the extremist s ort "ddings ' 
circumstances." , f t h t Instruction was 

F 0 fM attacks they report. She deplored the ac t a the me
1
ru·ng oft The panelist cited the film," orty ays o usa t 1 k 1 d sh·p and also a • 

Armenians seem o ac ea er 1 • the vessels and · DaQh." as another example of poor quality, term- networit of journalists to supply facts to the non- Ch h In d 
ing it .as mediocre "spaghetti Western." As a · . Armenian media. urc : a ' 
former foreign service offic:eF, Mr. Haratunian saw Mr. Holstein noted tflat "the obi igatiorr to pre- • gr ~m an cl ~de 
many Armenian communities aU over the world. sent the truth is complex" and also that America dally ~~shif' 
"They're no different," he said. "We haven't the "has an interest ir:' playing along with our T~rkisdh ~=:.r;~::f'the 

1 quality worthy of projecting." However, he saw as allies." Mr. Azadtan, the moderator. mentto~e provided enou 
a plus--factor in improving our community life here that a letter had gone from the Turktsh • aid .. 
"excellence in Armenian scholarship in the U.S." ambassador to the New York State Dept. of Edu-. m ng a snol 

Ms. Avakian agreed with her fellow-p~melist on cation, protesting the genocide curriculum under· 
the responsibility. of the ethnic press, but indi- preparation for high school students. 
cated that mediocrity of·themedia is not limited to Levan Keshishian, veteran journalist anct tor-
Armenian&. "One of our biggest problems is lack respondent at the United Nations, commented on 
of money," she said, "The newspapers should be the lack of organization of the Armenian com­
on a sound financial footing." munity. He also noted how persistent Turkish 

"A j04!nalist's responsibUity is the truth. Unfor- efforts had "reduced" the figu~e of one-and-a-half 
.tunately, readers. seek sensationalism and enter- million Armenian genocide victims toe 600,000:• 
tainment. A new.spaper not only informs, but does The entire discussion made it clear that a great 
muck-raking, If you don't take an objective point deal of work lies before us, but as Mr. Haratunian 
of view-, the WI:\Oie thing is invalidated," Ms. Ava- said, "We can't sell anythin~ until we put our 
kian observed. .. house in order." · 

Mr. Holsteia •.. whose news-gathering service, 

. ·D.:R.E. Visits Canadian and Niagara Falls Parish Schools 
Coroinuep_Jrorn ~.7. · The vital assets of this parish's procedure, and scheduling. 
include ·a· plan for''creating a. Sunday School are the great After the meeting there was a 
clearing~c~nter for ehildren and' dedication of Superintendents special and lavish Vartanantz 
adults., · Kaspar Yardemian and Alis program· during which a brief 

.St. S8rkia'h8sag·reatpotential Kuiyumjian, the teachers, and presentation was made on reli­
in~that Utereis·agO()Q number of the many children whose par- gious education. Over 200 per­
Armenian families in~·the area. ants are already active parish sons were present. The parish is 
As Mr. · Avdoiao; says, "The members and realize the impor- intent on being a church in the 
Armenian.." Church is ·such 'a tance of religious education in true sense of the word and is 
necessary part of an~ Ar~n.., the children's lives. genuinely interested in seeing a 
ian's life that it breaks my he~rt A final stop at the budding Sunday School take root. The 
to see-- s0 many people unln;. parish of the Armenian Church very gracious Parish Council 
volved; people: whose- Hves of North York in Toronto pro- Chairman Onnig Torossian has 
could be so much more reward·. vided the exciting opportunity of worked very hard along with his 
ing if they woUld just reach out launching a brand-new Sunday council and the entire commun­
and become involv~." The- School. Five potential teachers ity to originate "one beautiful 
otheF great assets in Niagara and acting Superintendent Luiz church family-not just a social 
Fallsarethevitalityandcommit- Kassabian had assembled to and cultural club-but a 
ment of theAvdoian family. discuSs O.R.E, materials, school church." 

The third stop w~ the ljoty 
Trinity- Armenian Church in 
Toronto, where the dedication· 
and love of the teachers was 
ve_ry apparent .. Unfortunately, 
pare11taf apathy concerning 
cl:lurch life is a problem (as it so 
often is}. There are many fami­
lies invofvect in cultural and 
social activities, but not with the 
church itself. As part of a larger 
soh:1tion, the Sunday School is 
·considering a step. which-the 
D .A .E. heartily approves: using a 
bus to bring children and young 
people to church. In the past, 
this. idea has been discouraged 
on the grounds that the church 
is for the entire family. However, 
at the prospect of losing a new 
generation because of their par­
ents' lack of commitment. 
schools are beginning to think in 
terms of providing transports~ 
tion. · · 

-WELL PREPARED. Alice aRd Ani AudoiOI\ dynamic Sund?Y ,~1 
' · teaehers of St .. Sarkis. ' · ·· ., · · 
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