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SUBJECT HOW URCH WAS STARTED

When the Bishop Tiram was called teo ceme to Miaml te £ive us Armenian service for tie
celeny, I really cannet tell hew this was started ~~ prebably Mr. Jeha Emlhanjian
could explain that, Hewever, the Bishop and the miest come down te Sive us a chureh
service im an Ameriean church. We had a full attendance. Il was very nice and every
Armenian, they just liked it. After the church service was ever whem I went out, I
saw Mrs, Dalkranian standing outside of the church talking with Jochn Kulhanjian. Mrs.
Dalkranian remarked hew wenderful it would be if we had an Armenian Church in Miami se
we could have mere services like this, John Kulhanjian turned e me and said, "Hew
about it Bess?" I quickly answered back. I said if we could start a church, I weuld
be willing te denate the lamd in memery of my father and the church should be named in
memory of my father,

, \
That evenin® when the Bishop was havinf dinner in Palm Tree Hotel, someone called h
attention to the promise that I made with the understandin?, The Bishop called en me te
" verify and I confirmed it, Then a Lemperary warden was selected and a commitiee was
assifned to find the land se I could buy it, IL seems to me that the committee was net
very active at all begause a year has passed. I inquired from them, Nebedy it seems has
spent any time er thoufht te find the land, This was the fellewing season. A litble
time after that, one of the conmittee called me up and advised me that while they had net
lecated the land where we oeuld buy, they know that the Oreek Church, corner 15th 3t.
and lst Ave, is for sale. I immediately det busy, We had a meetinf with the wardem in
the Savey Plasza Hotel. They teld me that the Creeks were asking $25,000., fer the echurch,
so I teld the warden that I will leok inte it and werk with Jimmy Pilafian which I did.

The fellowin® day, we spemt quite a time checkin® up the valuation ef the land which the
church was en. I had twe or three appraisers, I took them out there. After I &t the
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appraisers' estimate, we had the secend warden's meetinZ, I teld them that we should
offer $8,000., fer the church according te the survey infermatien I Zet, I made eut
my personal check for $800., 10% deposit of our effering price. I Zave it to Jimmy
Pilafian., He, in turn, went over to see the Oreek Priest &£ivinZ him our effer and
depesit check, Afler three or four days, Jimmy inows mere details eof this, Jimmy
Pilafian and I went to see the Greek Priest ourselves., After lensthy conversatien the
priest teld us that he has takem this matter up and that the Trustees have refused te
sell it at this priece, bu he suSfes.ed as a last effort for us te see the president
of the Trustees teo see if we could make a deal with him.

The president of the Trustees wss the owner of the Flerida Field and 0il Ce., the
company from which I was buying ewr oil for my apertment. I went alone to see the
president of the Trustees and chatted with him about a couple ef hours. He happ ned

to come from Istasbul, Turker. Finally I talked about the purchase of the ehurch, when
I brought up this matter, I was shocked and ashamed when he told me that ene of our
Armenian wardene in talking with one of the Jreek Trustees about buying that church, the
Greek Trustee told this Armenian warden that the price was $25,000 and the Armenian
suiZested an offer of $18,000 te $20,000, so the president of the Creek Trustees teld
me that he would never have anythiné te de with it te present this offer of ocurs eof
$8,000 when one of the Trustees received an offer from the Armenian warden of $18,000
to $20,000, He teld me that he would be buildinf enemies afainst the Trustees by them
probably thinkinf he is ZettinfZ a rake-off frem us for tryinf te induce them to aceept
our offer of $8,000, I tried to convinee him that the chureh would be of any use to
anybedy for business speculation and whoever buys that for business specification, he
has te tezar the bullding dewn and it's only what the lamd is werth,
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I had two letters with me from two different appraisers stating the werth ef the land
was about $6,000. That was a made-up letter that I had them put that amount down, and
furthernmore, I convinced the president that if they sell this church they had fer thelr
wership place for 125 years, it is net really te be used for any other purpcse than as
fer a church and if anybedy was ent itled te have it for a church, it was for the Armenians
because bhe falth was a sister of their faith, Hewever, I could net Zet very far with
him except he promised me he would de all he could. We became fZreat friends so that

if this church was Seinf to be seld for any ether purpese, he would discourafe the
Trustess and if there was any chamce for a break, he would Set im touch with me in

Mismi or Previdence, cellect call. This was in January ef that year. We did not hear
from him any mere and in the first part of November, I took a business trip te Miami
staying there about a week. I called up several Armenian friends —- most of them

were Lemperary wardens appointed by the Rishep. They were sll umhappy and not very much
plecsed because I was helding the price at $8,000, no more, As a matter of fact, one

of them, I don't care to mention his name, he was quite mad. He said you are not trying
te buy the chureh, but you are tryinf to steal i, I replisd te this dear friend of miae
that if I was deinf any stealinZ, I was not doing & for myself but I was doing it fer
all the Armenians.

I Zot back te Providence, then I went out of town aBain., A few days later, probably s
week or 10 days, I Zot a telephone call frem Miami., It was Jimmy Pilafian and the rest
of the wardens in conference — they were tryinf te fet in touch with me to let me kmow
that they have received werd thait the Oreeks will aecept our offer of $8,000 and they
warnted me te know if it was alricht and if I would send a depesit check which I did
immediately. ;
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Then we cencluded the deal later. Bub one thing I de want te make a correctien which 1s
the abselute tyuth and I am Zoing te £ive you the fifures, net with any beating or
braffing. Here's what I fZave:

For depesit $ 800,00
Te purchase Lhe balance , 1200.00
I Zot out bend certificates of differsnt deneminations and made :
special outs, special printin? at a charZe ef: 400,00
I worked with our advertising men and 1 fet up eifht dummy

beeklets at: : 160.00
I went to my Jewish and American brothers and a bank, I fet a

check Letalin?i 825.00
I eollected donailens from ether different personal friends

¢lesec tot . 1500,00
I den't kmow the exact amount, I do have the fifures in my 1,888,060

Miami Beach home,

Then, of course, I paid fer the plcture en alter. I don't know exactly what it was -
Basralian kmews. Then I had the floor covered with limeleum, etc. so I was instrumental
in pubtin? cash with the Treasury of over $5,000.
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It was quite & surprise that they had it on the blackbeard -- myself, §1,000 and my
son, $1,000. I complained severel times te different wardend that it was net the true
story. Either they should have the true story or neme at all but they did net take
any notice of it se finally I had to put my fool down == either they are Foinf te put
the rifht fiRures or ne fiZures at all.

Now this does 'not. Zive a very Boed impression when someone 1s tryin® to do all he can
and he csn de more and is beinZ antafenized, The fellows who Zave the smallest, they
did the mest heliering,

I made several trips to ses Mr. Chaschou persusdinf him. I did net consult anybody

and I did net braf about it. My, Chaachou did the paintin® inside and outside. He
also beuZht the curtains for the alter. It took persuadin® te de that, I am sure that
nene of the wardens ever teok Lime to do that. It was scne and thab's all that matters,
but let's recefmize the man whe did it net ithe people whe take it on themselves that they did :
it when they did net., That is what I complain is net fair and rifht and having peeple
take advantafe,

HMBVI



