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JAMES PILAFIAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

706 BISCAYNE BUILDING 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 

PHONE 82•2778 

February 23, 1951 

The Very Reverend Shnorbk Kalouslian 
Pastor, ArmEllian ChUl'ches of 
Paterson and Newark 
110 Buffalo Avenue 
Patet'son, New Jersey 

My dear Very Reverend Kalous~an: 

In compliance w1 th your request to tbe temporary coDIDittM 
of the Armenian Aposto1ic Orthodox Church in l41ani appointed 'b3" bis 
Holiness Archbishop Diran Neraoyan, the following is a brief' resu• 
of' the activities of this .,mmittee. 

In February, 1948 Archbishop Neraoyan came to :M1&Dl1 1 Flo
rida and during the period of his short but inspiring visit he made 
the suggestion tba t a church CODID.i ttee be .termed am the groundwork 
be 1aid tor the establlahment of OUR CHURCH in Miami tor the beneti t 
ot permanent residents and tourists. At that time variou.s pledges 
were made for :funds and donations ot materials and labors. 

The following committee was appointed by him. lll'. 1Harry 
Tc~arian, vr.•2sam Moomj+an, Mr. SV&hie Balikjian, ~. DerSabagian, 
~.;Kenneth Korkoian, :Mr.[;Dikran Koyian, lb:'.) John Kulhan jian, :or. 
~Joseph Lucinian 

This comnittee, authorized by the Archbishop searched the 
City of Miami an~ vicinity tor an appropriate plot of' land to build 
a church. However, nothing li'Jlterialized during the first year and 
also d.l.Iring the first ~ar, Mr. D1kl'an Koyian, Mr. Kenneth Korkoiaa., 
Mr. Vahle Balikjian and Kr. DerSahagian asked that they resign !'rom 
this temporary co:mmi ttee tor reason that they were moving out of' town 
or tor personal reasons. 

In the .fall of 1949, Mr. Aram Missirlian, Attorney James 
Pilatian, Mr. Harry :Bu.rt and Dr. Dolmage were invited to this com
mittee by the rest of' the members to take the place o.f those who 
had resigned. 

Shortly therea.fter Mr. Aram Kiss1rlian suggested that tbe 
Greek COJID1llln1 ty who bad vacated the old church in Miami to a new 
edi.fice would consider selling tbe property at a reasonable price. 
A search was made in this prospect and the price of $25 ,OOOQOO to 
$27 ,ooo.oo was quoted tor tbe old Greek Church. After much consider
ation and study by all of the members of the temporary comnittee, 
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an offer was made in December of 1949 to tne Greek Community to sell 
the property for $8,ooo.oo cash. This offer was immediately rejected 
by the Greek Comm1nity. 

The temporary coDDdttee tnen searched other sources of a 
possible church or l::nilding. In the meantime the temporary committee 
was operating also as a temporary purchasing committee and board of 
trustees for the Armenian Orthodox Apostolic Church in Miami, Inc. 
which bad been authorized by Judge Cbarl.es A. Carroll, Judge of the 
11th Judicial Circuit of Dade County, Florida. This order was dated 
April 15, 1948. It was impossible for the temporary committee to 
make any further offers or definite proposals for any other piece of 
property for the reason that it was either unsuitable or the prive 
was beyond the reach of the financial limits of the members of the 
Armenian OOJIIIIDUli ty. 

On November 9, 1950 a letter was written to one of the 
trustees of the St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church by James Pilaf'ian, 
as attorney and member of the temporary church purchasing ooDmittee 
in which an offer to purchase the old Greek Church was again made 
for the sum of $8,000.00. On November 20, 1950 a lstter was re
ceived from the st. Sophia Greek Orthodox community accepting our 
proposal and under the terms and condi tiona of the l.etter of Novem
ber 9, 1950. Possession of the property was iDDD.ediately gt van to 
the temporary church purchaaing committee and at a subsequent meeting 
authorization was given to Mr. Sam Moomjian, Mr. Harry Tchakarian to 
begin a checking account and to make all necessary and vi tal repairs 
to the property, not exceeding $l,ooo.oo. 

Vaz-ious meetings and conferences were had at the home of 
Mr. Sam Moomjian, at the home of Mr. John Kulhanjian, the of'fice of 
James Pilaf'ian, at the home of' Dr. Lucinian, at the Savoy Plaza Hotel 
and in the Church property, during wb.illh time various trials and 
tril::nla tiona were d1 a cussed concerning the property and concerning 
the Armenian Community. One of' the greatest dif'f'icul.ties whioh the 
CoJJ111unity eJq>erienced up to the day the prof& rty was purchased was 
the opinion of' a group of' the OOJIIIIDm1 ty who were againa t the pur
chase of' tne property for Ohuroh purposes. This group were in favor 
of a comnuni ty house or a coJIIJlU.Il.i ty hall. Another group were against 
either an Armenian National Church or a community hall and propesed 
a so-oall.ed community Church where Cathol.ies, Protestants and the 
Ar.menian Church could intermingl.e in their be11efs and ideals and 
their doctrines. However# the temporary committee always voted on 
the proposed changes and the majority of' its members were in favor 
ot continuing the original ideals of' establ.ishing a branch of our 
Mgther Church in the City of Miamd and the State of' Fl.orida. 

Various meetings were bad tor raising .funds. It was very 
difficult and at times impossible to raise any money whatsoever as 
it seems the Armenian popul.a tion in Miami had migrated to Florida 
from variws other Northern and Western Armenian c01DI1UJlities in U:le 
United States. That church raising organizations had flared up and 
died out in the eJq>erience of' almost everyone and very f'ew # if any, 
had actually realized the extabl.isbment of a church as originally 
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instigated. 'l'.berefore, the temporary committee was challenged with 
the fact of having to pul'chase this chUl'ch, possi blf' from their own 
funds and present i t to the community. Each mElD. ber of t be coJIIlli ttee 
without any exception accepted the challenge and dug deep into their 
heart• and into their pocketbooks and gave freely of not only their 
money but their time and the record now speaks for i tsell' and it is 
the wish of each member of tbe temporary committee tba t tm y go on 
record as being the first temporary church b.11ljing cCliiDldttee to 
obtain a church and to purchase it almost completely out of their 
own funds and c omple tel,- purchased and repaired from their own funds 
and sympathetic tourists or natives. 

The temporary co:nmi ttee accepted w1 th appreciation the 
6enerous g1 fts of Ml'. Harry Burt which total in cash alone almost 
$3,000.00. 

On the 23rd day ot February, 1951, the balance of the 
$S,ooo.oo cash. was paid to the Greek Community and a Warranty Deed 
free and clear of any mortgages or liens was accepted in the name of 
the Armenian Orthodox Apostolic Church in Miami, Inc. 
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VINCENT YARDUM 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

MURRAY HILL 2-0775-0776 

James Pilat'ian, Esq. 
Southwest Lawyers Bldg. 
200 s.w. Second Avenue 
Hiami 32., Florida 

Dear Mr. Pilafian: 

September 22, 1954 

1 hasten to reply to your letter of September 20th. 
which arrived this morning, with vhieb you sent me a photo
static copy ot the notice of public hearing in the proposal 
for the establishment of a sixty (60) root street width for 
N.E. 15th Street .from r.Uami Avenue to N.E. 2nd Avenue~ to pro
vide that no buildings may be permitted to be erected on either 
side at a lesser distance than thirty (30) feet from the center 
line of said street, aucb center line to be determined by the 
Engineerint~ Department of the City of !"liam.i. 

Your letter reported your apP£' aranee before the City ,, 
Planning Board to object to the proposition and you ask t'or in
structions from the Diocese office for authorization at the 

Commission meeting hearing to follow. 

You also inquired the source ri"om wbich you will be 
reimbursed for actual cash disbursements. 

Finally, you request that we send you the abstract of 
title Hhieh you believe is either in nry- possession or in the 
Diocese office. 

As to the first quest!on, I can state at the outset 1 

that you and your Church '11rustees act in this matter in any way 
you deem b$st. As you may well know, the transfer of title to 
the Diocese corporation does not intend to deprive the Trustees 
of full co~trol of the property as long as the Church Trustees 
are under the jurisdiction of the Diocese. In other words~ 
handle the matter just as tboui!,h you were in sole control of the 
Church property. 

Secondly- as to your disbursements, or course you 
should be reimbursed, but 1 cannot say from what source. l have 
submitted to the Diocese office the question or paying attorneys 
in the work incidental to the tranafor of title or the various 

/~ /. 



James Pilarian, r:sq. September 22, 1954 

church buildings in i.rnorica to the Diocese corporation. In 
the case of your Church, we were fortunate in having you do 
the work without compensation, but in churches in some of the 
other cities l...rbore A."U .. :rican attorneys had to be entployed• they 
have submitted bills ror rees and disbursements~ and the ques
t ion has not yc t be on detorr:ined as to whether the same should 
be paid hy the Diocese or by the local churches. However, the 
disbursements you may have in the present instance is one which 
might be said to be in the operation and use of the building, 
and so perhaps your local Church shoald pay them. It is my be
ltef thnt the amounts will not be large and perhaps can be ab
sorbed as a pnrt of the operatinJ expenses of your Churcn. 

Lastly, I do not he.ve the abstract of title. I will 
inquire to ascertain if the Diccese office has such abstract, 
and if so the same will be forwarded to you. The only thing I 
have in my file is the deed from your Church corporation to the 
Diocese corpcr at ion., I :propared Hnd suhmi tted a ~ubsequent deed 
to correct the nnm.e of tho grantee by omitting the word "Inc •" 
which is in the original deed in my poasession. 

: 



THE Wll.nl!lt PRODUCTS COMPANY 

BR~NCH OFFICES 
IN PRINCIPA.~ CITIES 

CJY(anu(aciurers o( ®leclrical and ®lecironic f§lJevices 

2 2 5 C H A P M A N 5 T R E E T 

PROVIDENCE 5, RHODE ISLAND 

Bishop Mampre Calfayan 
Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Dear Bishop Mampre~ 

January 171 1956 
Diet. Jan. 16, 1956 

TI!~EPHONE 

WIL~IAMS I·QIQI 

I feel so happy that I gave up my reservation going back to Miami 
Saturday, Whietr rs-hard to get~ ·to ·stay 6Ve"!' to spen:a-a -little time 
with you; as well as to hear your great Mass and the speech that you 
made at the dinner last night. I enjoyed it immensely. 

Mr. E. K. Sirvart, when he explained the four important points of your 
goodness and quality, he spoke right through my heart. He was correct 
in every word that he pronounced in those four points. 

In your speech you said that I was a lucky one, etc. That could be 
possible but I am going to tell you frankly, I would never have been 
willing to go, what prompted me to go was my confidence in you; and if 
I didn't have confidence in you I would never have made the trip. So 
you are the cause of my trip, with all the privileges and pleasures and 
seeing the fatherland and all the precious goodnesses that they have 
and enjoying the most preaious and believable church services and cere
monies; and I would have missed it, which I wouldn't miss it for anything, 
and I shall remember it all my life. 

Up to the time before Mr. Sirvart was called to make a speech I was burn
ing up in my mind to express my gratitude to you and point out, but when 
Mr. Sirvart got up and expressed the true words on you then my heart and 
conscience were satisfied, as the truth was expressed out. 

All I have to say is God bless you and give you health and long life so 
you can carry on your good work that you have been doing all your life 
and Will do the rest Of your lifet that 1 s your make-up. 

Kissing your hand, 
Yours very truly, 

~M~~, 
HMB:BV 



st. Jona•s Bapt1at Cburoh 
1501 H. E. 15th st. A lat Ave. 
M1aa1, Florida 

D•o••ber lo, 1955 
Diot. Dec. 15, 19.55 

/1 

f ;, 
I A 

~ ~ 
Attention: Mr. Rift!r4 eaerl).1an. Prstt4ept ot \~ tn•t••• 

Subjectt J.j.Mullne i! be 4omatta:~~\Chl!J'Ob 

Gentlemen: '~-- .. > .. , 
Xou. have m7 prev1ou•. correspondence _w<'..mi -:--~~r:··., . _ re. nee to --,r~e seven .( 1) paaaen
&•r Chrysler l1moua1Jt.e tut I want .A97cionat _:to tne Armenian Ohureb 1n 
M1am1, wh1ch 1a for the exclua1ve~~-ot t ~ohurob aerv1cea. I l1at below 
ter•• and oond1 t1oaa tll1a doaat1oa'~~,.~/11ade lf aeeepte4 'DJ tne ob\lrQb. 

1 w111 doqa!fe; ~--- ___ . ""·· < . -
1. seven ( '7) passenger c~Mi~-~oaot»)~~. 1'h1a naa a capao1 t7 ot e1&ht 
(8) paaaengera and the ch~~teur. ~1a woUld be aaataned to and become the 
pro p•rtr at tbe oh\IJ'Oh. . ( 1 \ 

2. I woll1d - for the ~~elUte of J)n1ng FloJ!'ld.a pletea, wb1ol1 woUld be 
reg1atered under th_~~u.r~'4·~-~~, . · . 

•. ..r -··---......./{' ··. · ............ _ -~·~ .-"/ 

:; • I will bUJ ~~~ cnautfeur • s · un1fora and the nat; and on tbese ! will nave 
the name of th'¥,Cllut'Ob- ~the jao~et as well aa oa tbe cap. 

~ I ~ •: 

4. I w111 hav~ \1apr1ntedl ~a the automobile 1tselt the name of our chureb e.n4 
the eddreaa in ~~~4 let~1~· 

I will advance t~b tor the tolloW1l1.g exr>e~taes, to be paid to me after 
!:,hex nave reo!1ve4· AtmUJ:911·· frora their ,e!r1sh1onerg, 
1. Tre.asportat1on. of, tb1s 11110us1ne from Prov1denee to M1am1. 

Full oovenge of' 11ab111 t7 ln.aurruace, as tollowa: 
L1abil1tJ polio, tro:a ~loo,ooo.oo to :i'JOO,ooo.oo 
for the pasaenaera in the oar. Coat 
Emplo7er•a l1ab1ll.ty policy for the ohau.tfeUJ" u.p to ~100,000. 
Property 4aU&• te other aut0111obtlea tor' •sooo.oo. 
Medical papeet• tor eaotl paaaenaer• ii200o,oo eaen. 

~otal Coat 

•. 
15.00 

I haYe tal1cecl to Mr. LeYon Kotqouad~len, bla youqeat son is a ••ob.au1c, 
also a &eo4 oora•c1en~ioua bOfJ the ohut-elt wtll pay l'U.• t•S.OO f'or each Suft4a7 
tor h1a to uae tn1a macb1ne - details :r w1ll: outliue belows 
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1. Any minor repairs, Mr. Kourou.dJian•a eon ean Co tba,. But if it 18 
major repairs, then tbe eb.ro~ will pay it out ot the P••• 

2. Qaa anci oll. 

). 'fhere would be no expense to park tnia oar during the we.sk when 1 t 1a 
not 1n use. Mr. :etouyo\IIIJ4Jian eaya that he will park the GaP :right ln r:roat 
or n1s house. To make it poalt1Ye, ao that people would not talk tool1ab 
that Mr. Kouyowa4j1an' a aoa woUld be uaiq thia ear tor b.iaaelt • 117 •ucse•
tion ia tor hla is when he parka the car in tront ot the house atter he uses 
1t on sunday, he oould take tbe key and g1Ye 1t to the Pr1eat or to ~ra. Joba 
~ulhanJlaa tor safekeeplna. 

There is no queation tllat I h.aYe any doubt that tttr. (\,o1Q"owadJ1all will IU)' 
u.M tne oar but lt rotaht atart other people ~ueaala~and gosa1p1~ wnetner 
be will be uaina tbe oar or not. So I •uat:.••t th1a=l•' tt would be one •'•P · 
a.nead oc people gossipiili. It JO\Il peor>l• have &Q7 ' geat1ona rou ••1 a4d 
to 1t so there will aot be aQJ w~na thlaxtna or go•• P1QS. 

z:~----~r~,-.r1 l 
I naye cnecked this up wt tn local people, •.lao ~'t~artan h&a onecke4 on 
tb.1s matter and he b.aa a4Y1aed a the en~h baa a r1i.l\~'\to own 1ta ow11 
autoaobtle and tne church h.aa a right t~n~a tree r1~ to 1 ta pariah1onera 
or to it.• Armenian tr1end.a, a.s long •LV' •1 ~' not aaklQ& any charge. Btat 
lt seems to •• that &ft.Jbody the onur.A le wll).lag to acooiBOdate, to t~e 
back and forth or take a1sntaeein&, ~~ey wo"..J reel obl1sated to make a dona
tion to the. church; that's up to tbe~~d ;r~eel moat v1a1tora will volun
tar117 donate aomethiag to the onurch."",,_'"/,~· 

. \ ~ 

Following are mr auggeatioa~A~~~u ~t 1·~~·· them or have aomethtng bett•,. 
to offer. 1 ' \ , v 

' \ ) 

&Yery Sunda7 moralng Mr. K~-yowadJ1an).ould take thia ea~ about 9:)0 A.M. 
and make a trip to an Armeru:•n Hotel /~d p1ok up the partshi,~nera to brlq 
them to ohurob. Ther1-~en b.t,.J?r1 np(,th.ea baok &e makes another tr1 p to 
aaother t;.:rmen1an f-!~)lly-~tc. ~litJi>~he oburob 1a th.rougu wl tb 1 ts serYl.oes 
then he Will a.lscr'.t'ake thea bfAok to thet r aotela. I tblnk he abould be able 
to t1niab thla up;by 2:)0 ~ tne latest. And tor th1a I think tt would be 
fair for him to ~oe1ve ts.~. 

\ \ / / 
EYe:ry S\Ul4ar Rt. \~y. Haz~~ttan could anno\llloe that tn.e ohurob haa a 
limoua1ne at the ~~/-6f Armctan fP1en4e to ao out a1gbtaee1na;. Tta•n 
when we 4o h.aYe Arm~trienda wbo do 11ut to Uk• tne tour Mr.Kotq:oa4J1&a 
ia well ao~ua1nted Wlth M1am1 and Miami Beach and h8 could take them oa tbla 
tour; probably it will laat two (2) hours. we ellould pa.7 hta $1.00 aa. ..._. 
for this extt-e ttme.. ··. · · 

So I feel that the oburob P81'1Dg from :~?.OC to t8.or: a week tor Fir>. KOUJ
oumdJ1an•s time lt will i;Je well rewarded. In the tirat place whtm the 
people are brought 1n from the different hotels, tb.e7 w111 11Ye som.e 4oaa
t1ons to the enurch aa ttte7 enter the onurob; tnat is p.rett1 pos1t1Ye. T• 
trustees sbo\tld arrange 1t so this moa•r g1ven should be kept se~rate t;o 
it now hor: much th.ey na•• reee1 Ted from the ob.uroh tranaporta:ilon 0f br1 ft&1. nc 
tboae people tn. · · 



HMSaSV 
CC: J .iCullUilftJ1ar& 

L.I<ouyot.UII4J1an 
Rt.Rev.Mazare~1aa 
~.AdJ•al~ · •: / · · 

1abop .. M~•pre . ··'· . 
a. Tobaai:utt · 

12/16/,, 

Attn: Nr. Richard 8aaral1an 
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami 

/.,lmwfueu 371-4484 

The Most Rev. Archbishop 
Torkom Manoogian 
Primate of the 
Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace: 

120 N. E. 16TH STREET 

MIAMI. FLORIDA 33132 

September 25, 1968 

I 

Tal. 371· 4484 

At a special Parish Council meeting held the evening of 
September 17, 1968, we unanimously decided to make a formal 
request to you. We hope that you can fully appreciate our 
problem and seriously consider sending Bishop Vashen Kebreslian 
to our Parish to serve as temporary Parish Priest through 
our coming season. 

Up to now it seems almost an impossibility for us to 
obtain a permanent priest. As a result, we are daily losing our 
touch with our Armenian Church. 

As you are fully aware, a Parish Priest keeps any community 
together spiritually and encourages love and understanding of the 
Holy Father and their church. The lack of this creates dis
contentment and the loss of interest and attendance in the church. 

Knowing our situation here, we cannot think of anyone more 
capable than Bishop Vashen Kebreslian. He will be most capable 
in helping us in spiritual and public relation matters. 

We expect a favorable answer from you within the next two 
weeks or else we will have to alter our course of action and 
hope to accomplish the needs for our church. 

( 
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By the way, we would also formally like to invite you 
to come to Miami on February 16, 1969, to celebrate with us 
the anniversary of our Church. 

JH: lp 

cc: Bishop vashen Kebreslian 

Very truly yours, 

Jack Hagopian 
chairman 
Parish Council 

;~_,.._.Q.,~ -~_.,-tf(~.-.----
Secretary 

Treasurer 



U · SrN.2.U. 'L'LtU lfld'Sh2 
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1,/mwfueu 371- 4484 

The Most Rev. Archbishop 
Torkom Manoogian 
Primate of the 
Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace: 

120 N, E. 16TH STREET 

M1AMI. FLORIDA 33132 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami 

Rector 

3 I 7 ?E SF 

Tel. 371· 4484 

1 
September 25, 1968 

At a special Parish Council meeting held the evening of 
September 17, 1968, we unanimously decided to make a formal 
request to you. We hope that you can fully appreciate our 
problem and seriously consider sending Bishop Vashen Kebreslian 
to our Parish to serve as temporary Parish Priest through 
our coming season. 

Up to now it seems almost an impossibility for us to 
obtain a permanent priest. As a result, we are daily losing our 
touch with our Armenian Church. 

As you are fully aware, a Parish Priest keeps any community 
together spiritually and encourages love and understanding of the 
Holy Father and their church. The lack of this creates dis
contentment and the loss of interest and attendance in the church. 

Knowing our situation here, we cannot think of anyone more 
capable than Bishop vashen Kebreslian. He will be most capable 
in helping us in spiritual and public relation matters. 

We expect a favorable answer from you within the next two 
weeks or else we will have to alter our course of action and 
hope to accomplish the needs for our church. 
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By the way, we would also formally like to invite you 
to come to Miami on February 16, 1969, to celebrate with us 
the anniversary of our Church. 

Very truly yours, 

!:;.!~' 
chairman 
Parish Council 

~~A-.Q.,---"0 ·t~-a--~~r~ 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

JH:lp 

cc: Bishop vashen Kebreslian 



December 3, 1970 

Mr. Jack Hagopian 
St. John the Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N.F. 16th St. 
tHami, Florida 33132 

Dear •fr. Ha~opian: 

His Grace, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian will be most 
pleased to join you at Y<'PT' Church's anniversary dinner on 
February 7 nnd plans to hc> 1dth you on the F!:!hruary 5 '-''Cekend. 
He will arrive on Friday, FE>hrurrrv 5, and df:'~art f,:-1" Houston 
on Monday, Fehruary 8. ~recific fli~ht information is given 
below. 

II i s r: race w o u 1 d 1 i k <' very much to meet •d t h the Parish 
Co u n c i 1 on F r i d a y c v e n i n 17 , ~. n r h 11 v e a j o i n t r.1 e e t i :; 9, '1 f c !" J. r c h 
organizations on Saturdav. I hope it will be nossible to make 
these arrangements. 

jp 

~riday. February 5: 

~~n~ay, February R: 

Sincerely yours, 

Jack Antreas~i~~ 
Executive nirector 

~ 

Lwave N.Y. Kennedy Airport at l p.m. 
Arrive Miami 4:40 p.m. 

Leave Miami at 3:10 p.m. on National #185 
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami 

't-bP · 

Rector 

J;,lstuufueu 371-4484 Tel. 371· 4484 

120 N. E. 16TH STREET 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33132 

Nov. 24, 1970 

His Grace Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of Nor~h America 
630 Second Ave., 
New York, New York, 100116 

Your Grace: 

We have set the date for our annual church 

anniversary dinner. It is to be on Sunday Feb. 7th, 1i97t. 

May we take this opportunity to extend a ~ordial 

invitation for your honored presence at this affair. 

Since we have been without a permanent priest for 

sometime, our communit>j's spirits will be highly boosted and 

encouraged that we have not been entirely forgotten. It will 

mean a great deal to the Parish Coancil and the people. 

We do realize that ~ou have. an extremely, busy 

schedule, but would greatly appreciate an affimative reply. 

With our warm regards and looking forward to 

hearing from you, real soon, so that we can include the good 

news in our announcements, we remain. 

;l}r:;:~~ 
96airman Parish Council 
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LAW OFFICES 

MANNERS AND 

JOSEPH P. MANNERS 

HENRY A.AMOON 

HAROLD MENDELOW 

PHILIP L. COLLER 

AMOON 

Mr. Charles Hagopian 
2501 N. W. 182 Terrace 
Miami, Florida 33054 

Dear Mr, Hagopian: 

123 NORTHWEST l2'!...H AVENUE: 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 33128 

TELEPHONE 374-0504 

December 16, 1971 

Please be advised that this firm has been retained by Mr. John 
Kulhanjian to represent h~ in his claim for damages against 
you, both punitive and compensatory, which my client has suffered 
as a result of your slanderous remarks directed to him at the 
Parish Hall of St. John the Baptist Church on the evening of 
December 9, 1971, wherein you referred to him as a crook and a 
thief, among other things. 

Pursuant to applicable Florida law, please consider this my 
client's demand that you submit to him a public apology to be 
voiced at the next General Assembly meeting of the said church, 
which is scheduled for sometime in January, 1972. 

It is our position that your remarks were not only slanderous, 
but malicious, and have, in fact, caused my client great mental 
anguish and grief, and have damaged his reputation, at least in 
some regard. In view of the malicious nature of your remarks, 
I have advised my client as to his rights for punitive damages 
under Florida law in this regard. 

If you do not choose to apologize as set forth herein, that is 
your prerogative, in which event you may be assured that this 
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Mr. Charles Hagopian -2- December 16, 1971 

firm will take all steps necessary to protect my client 1s 
interests. 

YOU MAY GOVERN YOURSELF ACCORDINGLY. 

haa/pmh 

Certified Mail 
Return Receipt Requested 

cc: Rt8 Rev. H. Intoyan 
Pastor and Parish Council 

Sincerely, 

HENRY A. AMOON 

St. John the Baptist Armenian Apst. Church 
120 N. E. 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate vi 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York. New York 10016 



The Very Reverend Hmayak Intoyan 
Pastor 
President of Parish Council 
St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N. E. 16 Street 
~iami, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Hmayak: 

We are pleased to appoiat Karnig Zeytoonian. 
Chairman of tne Parish Council of St. John The 
Baptist Armenian Church of Miami. We have known 
1-lr. Zeytoonian for some time~ dating back to his 
membership in the Watertown, Massachusetts parish, 
and direct also that you appoint him to be in 
charge of church services in your absence. 

We further direct that you celebrate the aivine 
Liturgy in the St. John Church until and including 
Sunday. June 4. 

Before you leave the parish, we expect you to 
make detailed arrangements with your Parish Council 
for all summer activities; you must arrange as well 
for tne celebration of the Divine Liturgy and the 
Blessing of the Grapes on Assumption Day in August. 

These remain your reS{)OlUibility, evea ia y&li.Y'" 

absence, since you are the pastor and presideat of 
the parishJ and will continue as such. uatil we 
inform you and the Parish Council about any other 
arranlj;ement. 



The Very Reverend Hmayak Intoyan 
May 24, 1972 
Page 2 

The Parish Council must he aware of this. 

A Parish Council meeting must be convened im
mediately for formal communication of our desig
nation of Mr. Zeytoonian as Chairaan, and for the 
planning of activities and arrangements for the 
summer and the fall. 

ATM/ee 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 

cc; Mr. Karnig Zeytoonian 



---

March 18, 1976 

The Reverend Guregh Kalfayan 
Pastor, St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N. E. 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Guregh: 

We have of course received the correspondence you have sent us 
1n connection with issues raised by Mr. Aram Harutun1an, whose own 
letter we also have. 

It is with regret that we address ourselves to these questions 
since we regard them as beneath the dignity of the people involved, 
all of whom have served our Church well and have its best interests 
at heart. Having granted this, it follows that concern and energy 
should not be squandered on matters that may not be worthy of our 
attention. 

With respect to the approval of the minutes, we cannot know what 
has been said or not said, except that a minimum decorum must be main
tained at all times by everyone, including Mr. Harutunfan. in address
ing the clergy, and for that matter, anyone. We do know that the 
minutes of our parish assemblies are customarily read and approved, 
not at the assembly whose record they represent, but at the subsequent 
assembly. So to have expected that last year's minutes would have al
ready been approved was to be mistaken at the start. 

The reference to a plea for f1nan41al support is of the same charac
ter. Our churches no matter that their operating costs may have been 
covered in any given year and so 1nsp1re hope as a result, are always in 
need of funds. and to request such assistance is certainly not out of 
order. Again we cannot judge the specific reference~ nor do we choose 
to since we will rely on the judgment of the pastor and the lay leader
ship of the parish. 
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We will not comment at all on the purchasing issue, hopeful that 
you and your council can make the best detenmination regarding the 
measure and character of the help to be given to any church organiz
ation. 

It is our earnest hope that all involved in our parish life 1n 
Miami, with the best interests of our church at heart, will exchanqe 
views in the true Christian spirit, and see in each other the good
ness God has placed there. 

You may send a copy of this letter to Mr. A ram tt;(kl?t~turHan. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



Central Bank and Trust Co. 
1313 Northwest 36th Street 
Miami, Florida 33142 

Dear Mr. Borovay: 

October 18, 1979 

Att: Stewart Borovay, Vice-President 
and Trust Officer 

Pursuant to the terms of the trust of St. John The Baptist 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami. Florida, and on behalf of 
the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, we hereby authorize 
you to distribute all the net proceeds of said trust to St. John 
The Baptist Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami, Florida. We are 
satisfied that said church has complied with the requirements for 
release of said funds. 

In complying with this directive, you are hereby released 
and relieved of any and all obligations and responsibility of said 
trust. 

We wish to take this opportunity to thank you and your bank 
for all your services and kind consideration. 

May the Lord speed the construction of His house and grant 
His blessings and wisdom to the builders. 

C.C. Mr. Chapian 
Mr. Pilafian 
Father Guregh Kalfayan 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
~~~ 



- .. 

-· 
EDWARD M. CHAPIAN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

501 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 

Miss Syraun Palvetzian 

October 10, 1979 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

AREA CODE 212 

972-0310 

Re: St. John The Baptist Church 
Miami, Florida 

Dear Syraun: 

Enclosed please find copy of letter from Pilafian and 
Schaffer dated October 3, 1979 and addressed to me, together 
with the enclosures therein referred to. 

It appears that there is some urgency in this matter 
and since the Primate is away for the rest of the month, 
someone in authority should prepare and sign the proposed 
letter addressed to Central Bank and Trust Company. 

If this is not possible, may I suggest that someone 
call Mr. Pilafian and explain the circumstances of the 
Primate's absence and determine whether any prejudice will 
result if the letter is sent after the return of the Primate. 

With kind regards, I remain, 

EMC/alh 
enclosures 



_ PILAFIAN AND SCHAFFER 

\\ 2awyers 

JAMES P!LAFIAN 

PILAFIAN 9UILCING 

200 S. W. 2ND AVENUE 

MIAMI. FLORIDA. 33130 

MELVIN SCHAFFE:R (305) 371-2773 

• 

Edward M. Chapian, Esq. 
501 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. ·10017 

Dear Ed: 

October 3, 1979 

The original letter signed by the ArchBishop was not accept
a b 1 e to the Bank I s Trust 0 f f i c e r . However , he w i 1 1 accept the 
letter which I have composed and enclosed herein . 

• 
Of course, this may be rewritten on the Dioce&e stationary 
but in either event, please rush same as we are overdue for 
the closing. 

Please let me know what I should expect to receive the Bishop's 
letter authorizing the release of the trust funds. 

Kindest personal regards, I am 

JP/df 
enc. 

/ 



PILAFIAN AND SCHAFFER 

Jlawyers 

Plt.AFIAN BUILDING 

200 S. W. 2NO AVENUE 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 33130 
.JAME::S PILAFIAN 

MEL.VIN SCHAFFER (305) 371-2773 

• 

Central Bank and Trust Co. 
1313 Northwest 36 Street 
Miami, Florida 33142 

October 3, 1979 

Att: Stewart Borovay, Vice-President 
and Trust Officer 

Dear Mr. Borovay: 

Pursuant to the terms of the trust of St. John The Baptist 
Armenian Apostolic Church or Miami, Florida ~nd on behalf 
of the Arch Diocese of the Armenian Church of~America, ~ 
hereby authorize you to distribute all the net proceeds of I. 
said trust to St. Joh~T1~e~Bpptist Armenian Apostolic Churc ~ 
of Miami, Florid~ ~~.A.T~atisfied that said church has 
complied with the Yequirements for release of said funds. 

In complying with this directive, you are hereby released 
and relieved of any and all obligations and responsibility 
of said trust. 

~wish to take this opportunity to thank you and your bank 
for all your services and kind consideration. 

~~Y the Lord speed the construction of ~is house and grant· 
H1s blessings and wisdom to the builders. 

Prayerfully, 

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN, 
PRIMATE 
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We write with reference to your letter of August 31, 1979, 
requesting our permission for the release of funds deoosited in 
the Central Bank an~ Trust Co~~any. Corsidering the ~ecision 

.r. .... ~-, s .. , D •• r. . ... . h "I o i. ~,. .. \~ pee·.'"' . ar·; sn .:.~;sc:mJ :y ·co ;')urc .. ,:,sc and to be used for 
the crcct·ion o'i' il c::un:h ir·: ::::.c , .,,y' ftr;:t:n~. th<! Dioc<~s;\n Counci~. 
0 ('('>l)'f'('l J ·· ")., 'l (}"/('' ·' ... ' · ~ ' .t • I' ' : n .,). 1 v.:di..Jt.:Y' t.l, lJ ..1., cn.: .... c,,:: ..... G "q'i)Y'OVC your n.'qUeSt CO wJ·~naraW 

the funds prev~ously p~2cc~ ~n ~r~~: at the Central Bank. 

May the Lord spec~ the constr~ct~on of"His house and grant 
His blessings and wisdom to the builders. , ~· 

tl 
C'-"'~'-"i ,.. 

--r:.l / /l'-"2./z.S'-t.;.·..... ,._,. .. - " 6"¥\ 

• 
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami 

Upd.S.qpLpbq R~hJ.~WL~WJbwb 
~nqbLnp ~ntf.pL ~l-... •}w•u37I-4484 

H is Eminence 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of .imerica 
630·Second Avenue 
New Y ork, New York 10016; 
D~l\ .Su«:i>fJ~h"' /1.11-y~ 
H Mts ih: 

Rev. (Father) Guregh Kalfayan 
Pastor Tel. 371-4484 

October 18, 1979 

At a. unofficial meeting held October 18, 1979 of the Parish 
Council with seven members present, it was unanimously decided 
that since Der Hayr Kalfayan has sent his resignation to you 
direct and we have your letter stating you have accepted his 
resignation and will effect his transfer as soon as feasible, 
we would be most appreciative if this transfer could be effected 
by November 30, 1979. Our parish is in a mixed state and we are 
at the threshhold of canvasing our parishioners to build our new 
church. 

The closing of the new property which we have purchased 
adjacent to the present church is scheduled for October 30, 1979 
and we are gathering all the funds of the church and the affila
ted sub-organizations to raise the money needed above the exist
ing mortgage, as you have already been notified. 

As it has been established, Der Hayr is out of favor with 
many of our parishioners, therefo.re, in order to start building, 
we will need our new priest to come to Miami immediately to 
acquaint himself with us and the community and put the parish on 
a strong footing which will enable us to start and gather new 
members and commence the campaign to secure financial backing 
for the ground-breaking which we hope will be in the not too 
distant future - our goal is next Spring 1980. 

You can readily understand the predicament existing here. 
We need to bring back into the church fold all the dissidents 
who have promised to return upon the arrival of the new priest. 

12 0 N .E. 16th STREET, M lAM I, FLORIDA 3 3132 
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Upcl. S.llf!Lpbrz R~liJ.q.wL:PwJbwll 
~nqbLnp ~ml.f!L ~"'-.,,..••371-4484 

His Eminence 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami 

Rev. (Father) Guregh Kalfayan 

Pastor Tel. 371-4484 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate: 
October 18, 1979 
Page 2. 

Der Hayr Kalfayan has been informed of our wishes in this 
matter. 

The dilemma here is most unfortunate. We need the remedy 
as soon as possible. The holidays and the tourist season are 
ahead, there is much work to do and build a new church. Now is 
the time to recapture the past members, enlighten the young 
adults and the children and welcome new families that our church 
is here for spiritual guidance and culture. 

We would appreciate with much gratitude your earliest con
sideration to our request and anticipate your response. 

Respectfully, 

~-~· 
SARKIS ~~oGrt'N~ 
Chairman, Parish Council 

~~ 
MARY S~AR, ~~ 
Secretary, Parish Council 

120 N .E. 16th STREET, MIAMI, FLOR. IDA 3 3132 



September 24, 1979 

The Reverend Father Guregh Kalfayan 
Pastor, St. John The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Guregh: 

We are in receipt of your letter dated September 5, 1979, indicatinq 
your resignation. 

The Diocesan Council has placed your letter on file. However, we 
are accepting your letter as a Hrequest for transfer 11 and which will be 
complied with at such time as it fs in the best interests of the Miami 
parish and the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America. 

We have reviewed all prior correspondence regarding this matter, and 
we feel that there is a basis for your request for transfer. and in view 
of this. your request for transfer will be qiven full consideration. and 
will be implemented at the proper time. 

In the n~antime, it is our direction that you continue to fulfill 
all your obligations as Pastor and President of the Miami parish and 
further, we expect complete cooperation from any and all members of the 
Parish Council and members of your parish. 

Meanwhile, if there are any situations where _your oblfqatfons are 
being interfer~a ~ith, kindly advise us fn writing as soon as possible. 
setting forthethe particulars. 

It is our intention that your transfer shall follow in an orderly 
fashion in the best interests of all parties concerned as set forth above. 

We will be giving due consideration to your transfer and your replace
ment when feasible. 

Prayerfully. 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



U · 8rN.l.tl 'II 'bt;U li~rSt-9 
.l,WJ \lnwfhtmqwfi bqh11.1Jg}l, lTmJW-d}l 

UpJ.S.QpLpb~ R~uJ.qwt~wJbwt 
~nqbLnp ~ ntf.p l ~' ... -Jweu37I-4 4 84 

Judge K. N~jarian 
Ch2irman, Diocesan Coun8il 
986 Hartford Avenue 
Jo~~ston, !h~ode Island 02919 

Dear Mr. Najarian: 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami 

Rev. (Father) Guregh Kalfayan 

Pastor Tel. 371-4484 

September 5, 1979 

Indeed it was a pleasure to talk to you on the telephone concerning 
the parish of Miami as irlell as the situation that we are involved in. 
L.s.st weekend, August 30,31, September 1, 1979, the Vicer General, Very 
Rev. Houssig Bagdsarian came to Hiami and met with me and the Chairman 
of the Parish Council and also with the members of the Parish Council. 
vie believe that he Hill present a report giving a true picture in what 
i~ involved in the Miami pa:rish. Of course, He Hould like to thank you 
and the Primate and Hayr Soorp specially who tool\: time to come and hear 
our problems. 

Hm.,rever, the main concern 'fie are Nriting this letter tvhich is more 
involved in sensitive issues than just a report. 

A) Communication betHeen the Prir1ate an::l the Priests. 

We believe that the Primate and the priests who are heads of the 
parishes, their corr~nications either by writing or telephone gives them 
a gre~t impact for the progress and more understanding for any given 
problem I·:hich can be solved. Hm·:ever, ue .. believe at the present time, 
our corn.rounication 1vitt the Primate cane to a standstill like a status 
quo -v;ith no communication at all, no letters and no telephone calls. 
Our telephone calls have not been anst-zered and/or our letters have not 
been replyed. 

B) Issues have not been solved. 

/Je have a great admiration for the Primate a:r:td Diocesan Council 
for their effort in solving the problems of the parishes of the diocese. 

120 N.E. 16th STREET, MIAMI, FLORIDA 33132 



Judge K. Najarian September 5, 1979 page 2 

Hov·!ever, we believe that many issues have not been reported correctly 
or have been misinformed in its entirety. We are not making any effort 
to put the fault to any individual but all the problems in proper 
prospective so that the Diocesan Council with the Primate will make 
every effort to solve them. Issues in Hiarni have not surfaced du!'ing 
the past fev-r months. These issues 1-1ere here even before ue appointed 
E pester for this parish. In the past three years, Bishop Intoyan 
became a problem in this Diocese and for the parish of Hiami. He 
commend the Primate and the Diocesan Council for their decision not 
to allm·r Bishop Intoyan to become involved in the parish Hark or to 
celebrate the Divine LiturgJr. However, that decision did not reflect 
other parishes, just the parish of Mia"li. We requested from the Primate 
to send us a '1-Jrit.ten decisi.on of what the Diocesan Council had conc.luaea 
.LCr :::;J..;:mvp Intoyan. The pu...-pose ber...ind this request was not to rr.a..~e 

public uhat Has the decision of the Diocesan Council but to protect the 
priest and the parish council, and ~.;e have not received a.-zy ans1-1er from 
the Primate. ~-Je were not interested what decision t-ras made tm..rards other 
clert;;ymen because "\·le are not concerned in interpreting the decision of 
the Diocesan Council. Our main interest uas and still is the problem 
of Bishop Intoyan -v1ho lives in Miami, and our parish has not been 
.::>Totected. 

In uriting this letter, i·Je are not reflect:i.ng any misgnTJ..ngs or 
shol'tcomin;;s, inputs or outputs, issues or an;;,' problems. vJe are merel:T 
trying to say tl1at the Primate and Diocesan Council nust take the 
l~~dership 1'11i th confidence, -with faith, and love to sol 'le the proble!'J.S. 
Ho':!ever, the p:>:>oblem in Miami is not solved because the decision the 
Diocesan Co~~cil had rendered retracting the letters of the Primate 
dated 6/22/79 and the anmver of that letter has not been received as of 
~ret. A dilem..rna exists bebJeen the Priest and Paris_h CounciL because of 
that letter. vie submitted our resignation as .Pastor of St. John Armenian 
Church: and we asked the Primate and Diocesan Council to make proper 
arrangements for our transfer. We hope to hear from you. 

Prayerfully, 

r--, 
~ /~, /1,(__ J" l_ 

Rev.Fr. Guregh Kalfayan 



December 14, 1979 

The Reverend Father Guregh Kalfayan 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council 
St. John lhe Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N.H. 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Guregh: 

At present there exist twooorgan1zed Armenian communities in Florida. 
The first is that of the St. John The Baptist Armenian Church of Miami, 
which has existed for thirty years and is now involved in the construction 
of a new church building, with the approval of the Primate and the Diocesan 
Council. 

The second community is the newly-organized Armenian Church of South 
Florida. ~Je celebrated the first Divine liturgy of this coTm!unity at the 
Episcopal Church of St. Martin in the Fields, Pompano Beach, on November 
25" 1979. ~Je have instructed the provisional parish council to organize 
church and parish organizations: A Sunday School, Armenian School, A.C.Y.O.A. 
chapter, Choir, Ladies' Guild, and so on, as the need arises. 

In order to clarify the 9eoqraphical boundaries and the conditions of 
membership of the two communities, we issue the following directives to the 
Pastors and parish councils of St. John The Baptist Armenian Church of~~mi 
and the Annenian Church of South Florida, for their attention and implement
ation: 

1. Rectification of geographical boundaries. The area stretching south
wards from the northern border of Dade eounty to Key West, including 
the Armenian population of the cities therein, falls under the juris
diction of the St. John The Baptist Armenian Church oftthlt1tt. The area 
north of the above-mentioned border of 'Daile County, i.e. beginnin9 
from Broward County, including the Armenian population of the cities 
therein, falls under the jurisdiction of the Armenian Church of South 
Florida. 

2. Rectification of conditions of membership. From the point of view of 
Church discipline, every Armenian who resides fn a given geographicalarea 
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The Reverend Father Guregh Kalfayan December 14, 1979 

must regard himself as a child of the Annenian Church organized in 
that region. It happens occasionally, however, tiat a family may 
change its place of residence from one such reqion to another, ~d 
in this instance it is preferable that such Armenian family or 
individual regard oneself as a child of the corrrnunity in which it 
has newly settled, and become a member of the Armenian Church of 
that conmunity. 

Regardless of change of residence, a family or individual is free 
to decide, if that is its preference to remain a member of the 
community and Annenf an Church of the other region in which one 
reUded fonnerly. 

In this case, however an Armenian family or individual must make 
its attitude known by communicating 1ts preference to the Pastor 
and parish council of the Armenian Church to which it belongs, in 
keeping \<lith Article 9 of the Bylaws of our Diocese. which states 
that "Every individual may be a voting member of only one church 
at a time.~~ 

He send this directive to the Pastor, parish council, church orqaniza
ti ons and the community of the faithful of the St. John The Baptist Armenian 
Church of t·1iami and the Armenian Church of South Florida. for their informa
tion and implementation. 

Prayerfully~ 

Archbishop Torkom ~~noooian 
Primate · · 
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September 24, 1979 

lhe Reverend Father Guregh Kalfayan 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council 
St. John The Baptist Annenian Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Guregh: 

We write with reference to your letter of August 31, 1979, 
requesting our permission for the release of funds deposited in 
the Central Bank and Trust Company. Considering the decision 
of the Special Parish Assembly to purchase land to be used for 
the erection of a church in the near future, the Diocesan Council, 
on September 21, 1979, decided to approve your request to withdraw 
the funds previously placed fn trust at the Central Bank. 

May the Lord speed the construction of His house and grant 
His blessings and wisdom to tl~ builders. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manooe;ian 
Pril"ate, D:toccse of fl.r!lll:'r4 ~n Church cf 

No:;:'t.h America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10C16 

Dear E~tnenc~ Archbishop Torkom Manoogian: 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Armenian Apostolic Church of Miami 

Rev. (Father) Guregh Kalfayan 

Pastor Tel. 371-4484 

-'"cugu:st .., ... 
.) i ' 1979 

The resolution adopted b:r the Parish Council meeting duly convened 
or.c Thursda:r, August 30, 1979. 

"vle Hithdrmm the entire fund from the Central Bank and Trust Co. 
0f Miami held by a trust agreement dated February 28, 1969, vJhich .funds 
are to be used for the purchase of the building ndja~ent to our pY"esent 
church. The buildine is located at 1504 N.E. 1st Court, !-iiam:i, Florida." 

The agreement :::;j_gned by the Parish Council and Ccmtral Bank and 
Trust Co., paragraph 2A states that the Parish Co'IDcil with the "\Jrit ten 
permission to the bank .from the Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of North America to draw this money to be used for said purposes. 

vle are ask:Lnr_; fron your Eminence to kindly release thic trust fund 
so that we can purc~ase that building for the purchase of our new church. 
Also, we have only 30 days to close the purchasing of this house. 

Fai thfull~r yours, 

R~(_(! ~ 9-/1--- s?- J-eer i,:"zc· i~, 
Rev.Fr. Guregh Kalfayan 

P.S.: Enclosed you will find the agreement of the Parish Council 
and Central Bank and Trust Co. 

120 N.E. 16th STREET, MIAMI, FLORIDA 33132 



Tile kevereod Fr. Tereniq K$ndral i~ttl 
St. Jflim tha f)~ptist Ar~'hn Cttlif"Cl'l 
120 Ht:rrth tast 16th Street 
did~cn1. Fl. 3';132 

As ;:~ l'141.ays it Wi!S gr~at t0 seee )'t>ti, Chr1stit"te and t~ eM ldren a no equally 
ti()ild to see tt~ pari •~• C'l?"'lfliJ al he ~1th acthtty aM t.-nthuSidsm. 
tonqratuht'hms tc~ y01.1 tm a j0h ~en >:f()ntt. both at t~ ll'M!'eUng an(! at tht:: 
Sun~1<ty ban~tue-t. 2est t.thl-les fvr t!!Ore \Jf ttle SA'!!!e and a successful ~;mt hti!hJ 
;H\lje<:t. 

I '4antf!d to follo~-up w1th you about the nutt l tng 1 ht and thft ~st was tu 
kt!'€t> it up to dat~. Ple.as~ seAd JJ;e a print oot of ,y.iur oost recent Us.t and 
I • ll cnect it i!qa1ttst ours ~nd mate corrections oo tilts end. If ttt! can d9 
this every110nt~ .• 1Jf:t1l tnt~ cnaBtJ&S leyel off,. it Might~ ht!lpful. Pftrllaps 
yot1 can dtniqttate a Jt4tris1't council me"®er to t:sk.eo this resport'Sbilfty of 
\t~ttirH1 ~w n<.t~s and corrll!'tttn~ ~xht1nq ~~s. P1~<4se a..Svh~ zlla furt~t!r. 

As f'or tn~e ,,~ .Vt:lrkshop. I 'rl love to do (lne f()r an the ~~risi'Ua'S itnd mhston 
._~,.h~es ill florhf(), '"'l'lflll}'be ft'-s best to wait uft:tU y.;u.t•v~ had the cllam:.e 
to vi sH '!lith the ~le in ;)(:ah • St. Pet~rsburliJ~t :JrlaRdO, T~., ~tc. and 
the~ we can ~et " person or tw fr01'!l eactt of trHlSe llt1Uhm par1sn•s. as well 
as Mi iF'Ii .lttd Snuth fl or1 d<t. I 't l tJe ® ltl!f two 1n tt& spri ~~h tM rest tn thi! 
fall. so we can eHher set .)"'urs Wfl for the l~t~ f.~tll fJt' winter. 



.. z -

1•11 send the p1etures "-ff the weetldod•s ~V~flts tu eit'"Htr you or Zab~ll~ K.ay 
fur your publicity OUI"PUS\tS• 

i'l.ll1Jf1i Papelian 1s v;ery 1ntt~rest~ in attending the youtit :nln1stry seninar in 
Har•cn, su l sent ner the 1fl1orrqat1on ~nrl .IIPPitcdi(Ul forms. You flfi.Y WAAt. to 
~r.c.uur·agf: thh 1f you ft?el she's a good perso.."\ ttl invest in .... she certAinl.Y 
has. the 111:1~rt &ld the C!lflii<!1tment. t1af* the \)arhn CiH tll:ltlo t~r wit~ the 
eqsts of th~ tr1p. 

Kullp up the fine \ror):: and 1' n tclk. to .YOU soan.. I loot forward to se~1n~~ 
you ia fair t!'lwn. lf ttttire's anything 1 C..lln dn fur .)OIJ ..... itJs y .. n1rs for 
ast1n(,J. 

Yours 

!4ichael Ze]toonhn 
~lil""ector of Pt~bl ic Rel4t1ons 



May 17, 1984 

The Reverend Father Terenig Kondralian 
Pastor, St. John The divine Armenian Church 
120 N.E. 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Terenig: 

Thank you for your letter dated May 10, giving the names 
of the members of the newly elected parish council of St. John 
The Divine Armenian Church of Miami, Florida. 

Could you please let us have the addresses and telephone 
numbers of the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary, to update the 
parish directory. 

Respectfully, 

Sylvia Terzibashian 
Secretary to the Primate 



Uf\. Bn'l~U\\~U trl:irSJ12 

ST. JOHN THE 
SU\bUSB Ufl.U~blU\:iU\ bl.JbtttBr 

i&iME"IIAN .-..-..... .. , ~ ............ CHUACH 

May 10, 1984 

Qerashnorh 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenfan Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Srbazan Hayr: 

We acknowledge your letter dated April 5, 1984 presenting us with your 
approval of the minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly along with all the 
subsequent reports and elections of St. John the Baptist Armenian Church 
which was held on Sunday, February 5, 1984. 

Please accept our humble apologies for the delay in forwarding this 
letter to you, due to the fact that our church office has been overly active 
with the celebration of Easter and the Commemoration of Martyr's Day. 

At this time, we sincerely ask for your verification and approval, Your 
Grace, for the Election of Officers of the Parish Council. The elections were 
conducted during our regular meeting on Tuesday, April 10, 1984. The newly 
elected officers__.are_as .£Ql~' ~ .; . 

Mrs. Louise Mahakian - Chairman 
Mr. George Davitian- V. Chairman 
Mrs. Seta Baldadian - Secretary 
Mrs. Zabelle Kay - Treasurer 
Mr. Berj Yepremian - Ass't Sec. 

Mr. Leon Banossian - Ass't. Treas. 
Mr. Nishan Vartanian - Advisor 
Mr. Nishan Shaljian - Advisor 
Mr. Arsak Aru - Advisor 

In good faith, we await your reply and should you require any additional 
information, please let us know. 

RTK/ck 

120 N.E. 16th STREET, MIAMI, FlORIDA 33132 TEL(305)371-4484 



r 

April 18, 1984 

J.'he Reverend Father Terenig Kondralian 
?astor, St. John The Baptist Armenian Churcb 
120 N.E. 16th Street 
t1.i&lli, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Terenig: 

~le have received your letter dated April 3, asking for the 
appr'oval of Hr. P..ra Kulhanjian to serve as an Alternate Delegate, 
due to the fact that Hr. Leon Mahal<ian, the Diocesan Delegate, 
has resigned and t'lr·s. Mary Kulhanj ian, the Al t-cr>nate Delegate, 
is unable to fulfill r1er obl.lp,ations due to her arthritic con
dition. 

Since your Parish Assembly has voted for Mr. A. Kulhanjian 
to set~ve as Delegate, we approve his appointment as the Alternate 
Delef5ate of Miami parish for a period of one ye?JO, a:J in 1985 
your· parish is due for the election of delegates for a period 
or four years. 

cc. Par· ish CounciJ. ChairFlan 

Prayerfully, 

Ar·chbishop Torkorn Manooginn 
Primate 



,.. 

ur-. sn~~u""~;u lf"4flSJl.2 
ST. JOHN THE 

SU"bUS8 UrHl~bllllfU~ blfb'lbBr 

Qerashnorh 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Srbazan Hayr: 

........... ~ ~L. ........ CHURCH 

Apri 1 3, 1984 

Mr. Leon Mahakian who is our Diocesan Delegate here in Miami has made known 
to us his wish to resign as Delegate due to the fact that he is presently very 
involved with his position as Activities Director for the Miami Public School 
System. 

Mrs. Mary Kulhanjian is our alternate Delegate and she is presently unable 
to fulfill her obligation towards this position due to her arthritic condition. 
I have discussed this situation with the Parish Council and we have come to the 
conclusion at this time .by aSkii.ng Your Eminence9 .. a".appoint Mr. Ara Kulhanjian 
as the~Alternate Delegate of Miami for the remaining one (1) year term. 

As you are aware, the Diocesan Assembly is forthcoming in May of this year, 
and it is of the utmost importance for our church to be represented at this 
Assembly with a Delegate from our Church. · 

''" 

We look forward to hearing from you soon concerning this matter and should 
you require any additional information, please let us know~ 

~spectfully yours, 

*·R~~~~~ 
Pastor 

120 N.E. 16th STREET, MIAMI •. R.OAIOA 33132 TEL(305)371-4484 

• 
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UP.. B0(4U\\I;U trllflSJl2 

ST. JOHN THE 
SU\bUBB Ufl.U~blUIJll\- bllb~b8r 

December 2, 1985 

Parish Council 
St. John the Baptist Armenian Church 
120 N. E. 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Trustees, 

CHURCH 

This is to inform you that I herewith tender my resignation 
as Chairman of the Parish Council and member of the Parish Council 
of St. John the Baptist Armenian Church of Hiami, Florida, effective 
December 2, 1985. 

Wishing you continued success in your endeavors with the Church 
and our new Parish Priest. 

Respectfully, 

~.~~ 
Louise Mahakian 

cc: Primate Archbishop Torkom i1anoogian 
Parish Council 
Delegate 

120 N.E. 16th STREET, MIAMI, FLORIDA 33132 TEL(305)371-4484 



UP.. Sntl~U~~~U lf4PSr2 ~USUUSU~tUS8 Ufl-U~tlU4U~ t4tf}.t8r 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

S~P l).bPb"bfll.J -¥l."bB_. 't-n"bSPUlbU"b, l,nqhnp l.mltn
AEV. FA. TEAENIG KONDAALIAN, Fbstor 

Mrs. Louise Mahakian 
520 w. 53 Terrace 
Hialeah, Fl. 33012 

Dear Mrs. Mahakian: 

December 8, 1985 

It is with deep regret that we received your letter 
of resignation from the Parish Council. 

The Parish Council members and Hayr Soorp Tashjian, 
will pppreciate if you will reconsider your decision 
to resign and remain on the ParishCouncil until the 
election of new officers in January 1986. 

We will have a Parish Council meeting next Sunday, 
December 15, 1986, following church services and sincerely 
hope you will attend to resume your·duty as Chairman. 

' 

Respectfully, , 

</R.I/7. /i.J~-..J / £tkr ' 
Parish Coun~ 

" 

cc: Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 

/rz 
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UP.. Bntl~U~~l;U lf4PSr.2 ~U8UUSU~bU88 Url-U~blU4U~ b4btb8r 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

S~r 'l-b r tl"t .. Jll.t ~4,'\..B. q.n 'tS r lllb ll 't, .t,nqhnp .t,n~tn 

AEV. fA. TEAENIG KONDAALIAN. Pastor 

Mr. Leon Banossian 
18400 N.W. 86 Ave. 
Hialeah, Fl. 33015 

Dear Mr. Banossian: 

December 8, 1985 

It is with deep regret that we received your letter 
of resignation from the Parish Council. 

The Parish Council members and HayrSoorp Tashjian, 
will appreciate if you will reconsider your decision 
to resign and remain on the Parish Council until the 
election of new officers in January 1986. 

We will have a Parish Council meeting next Sunday, 
December 15, 1985, fo11owingchurch services and 
sincerely hope you will attend toresurne your duty 
as Vice Chairman. 

cc: Primate, Archbishop TorkomManoogian 

/rz 



January 12, 1984 

The Reverend Father Terenig Kondralian 
Pastor, St. Jolm The Baptist Armenian Church 
120 North East 16th Street 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Father Terenig: 

With reference to your letter dated December 13, 1983, this is to 
inform you that the itinerary of the visit to Miami and Fort Lauderdale 
parishes of His &minence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian during the month 
of February 1984, is changed as follcwst 

His Eminence will arrive in Fort Lauderdale on Saturday, february 
18, 1984 at 3:52 p.m. on Delta flight 1059. 

He will leave for Ocala, florida, on Wednesday, February 22nd 
on Air Florida flight 820 at 1:30 p.m. and after taking a connecting 
night in Tampa at 2:40 p.m. on Air florida flight 386, will reach 
Ocala at 3:55 p.m. 

He will return to Miami on Friday, February 24th. He '.-lill leave 
Ocala at 7:55 a.m. on Air Florida flight 391 and will arrive in Miami 
at 9,15 a.m. 

The Regional Meeting will be held on Saturday, February 25th at 
the St .• Tchn The Baptist Armenian Church of t-1iami, Florida. 

His Eminence will return to New York City on t-1onday, February 
27th on Pan Am flight 240 leaving Miami at 9:20 a.m. and arriving 
La Guardia at 12:02 p.m. 

Kindly meet His Eminence and make the necessary arrangements 
fer his accommodation. 

Yours sincerely, 

Svlvia Terzibashian 



UP.. 8 ntl,Z,U1J1JtU lflJP Sr2 

ST. JOHN THE 
·. SU1JbU88 Ufl-U~blUlJU1J b4b~b8r 

llfi~Mk'Wftt:NIAN APqSTOLIC CHURCH 

Qerashnorh 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Srbazan Hayr, 

~" J:c 

~Lnp .!,n~pL 
w.' ~- t-

December 13, 1983 

We are delighted to hear of your upcoming visit to our Parish here in Miami, 
Florida in February, 1984. 

Our mutually agreed schedule of your visit to Miami was during the week of 
February 24th, 25th and 26th, 1984. However, your letter concerning this matter 
informed us differently suggesting that your visit may take place during the 
weekend of February 17th, 18th and 19th, 1984, one week earlier than we discussed. 
This will put us into an awkward position, as we have other planned activities 
scheduled for that weekend. 

Per our telephone conversation and your recommendation, we have contacted 
and spoken with Mr. Harry Apoian, Parish Council Chairman of the South Florida 
Armenian Church, and we have made the necessary changes thus making your visit 
to our parish during the weekend of February 24th, 25th and 26th, 1984. 

Should there be any additional points of information we should be aware of 
prior to your visit, please let us know. 

RTK/ck 

Res~fully~ Y_?~rs, ,., ,,· 

:;;. v~j 'l:cv.ck~ 
Rev. Fr. Terenig Kondralian, 

Pastor 

120 N.E. 16th STREET, MIAMI, FLORIDA 33132 TEL(305)3714484 



Ms. Suzanne Balikjian 
Corresponding Secretary 
AGBU Miami Chapter 
2901 s. Miami Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33129 

Dear Ms. Balikjian: 

January 12, 1984 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian asked me to thank you 
for the invitation to attend the AGBU banquet which will be held on 
February 18, 1984 at the Omni International Hotel. 

His Eminence will be pleased to attend this banquet as he 
will be in Miami on that date. Please contact Mr. Harry Apoian, 
Chairman of the Armenia~ Church of South Florida, (tel. residence 
753-9608 - business: 735-i500) for proper arrangements. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sylvia Terzibashian 
Secretary to the Primate 



-AGBU 
......;.PC_U 
MIAMI CHAPTER 

Janet Papelian 
President 
3640 S. W. 25th St. 
Miami, Fl. 33133 
Tel. 443-1640 

Victoria Fredericks 
Vice President 
7744 Collins Ave. 
Miami Beach, Fl. 33141 
Tel. 865-2534 

Suzanne Balikjian .,/ 
Cor. Secretary 
2901 S. Miami Ave. 
Miami, Fl. 33129 
Tel. 854-2912 

Anahid Dalton 
R/Secretary 
3001 S.W. 68 Ave. 
Miami, Fl. 33155 
Tel. 666-3563 

Maggie Papelian 
Treasurer 
3640 S.W. 25th St. 
Miami, Fl. 33133 
Tel. 442-2708 

Seeran Ghazarian 

20 December 1983 

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN, PRIMATE 
DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence; 

We are hoping 
presence, as our 
coming banque 
Omni Inte 
February 

us 

to be honored with your 
st of honor, at our forth 

.twill be at the 
ballroom on 

will grace 

Asst. Treasurer R. S. V. P. 
623 N.E. 32 St. 
Miami, Fl. 33137 
Tel. 5 73-4805 

Rose Kennedy 
Advisor 
9721 E. Bay Harbour Dr. 1/(.r 
Bay Harbour, Fl. 33154 - · ({ 1' 

Tel. 868-4532 

Robert Zakarian 
Advisor 
3470 S.W. 25th St. 
Miami, Fl. 33133 
Tel. 445-9740 

Gary Papelian 
Advisor 
3640 S.W. 25th St. 
Miami, Fl. 33133 
Tel. 443-1640 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 

UllUQ\Jnrfl.Ol'fil'J"Il'\J ~U.SOB UtrbrJ"14USJ"I U.rbl'blbU.\J fil'btrJ"I 

BISHOP KHAJAG BARSAMIAN, PRIMATE 

Mrs. Naomi Davitian 
5010 Pierce St. 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 

Dear Mrs. Davitian: 

October 15, 1992 

/.)I') 
l. 

I: -/' 

Thank you for your letter of October 2, 1992 addressed to His Eminence 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian. The Diocese is well aware of the situation in South 
Florida, particularly after the loss of the Very Reverend Father Vazken Tatoyan. The 
Diocesan Council showed an earnest interest in the intent of the Miami parish to 
acquire a new church in a safer area. That is why the Vicar General was sent to 
preside on your emergency parish assembly. We are happy that the parish assembly 
was unanimous on this issue. We hope that in the near future you will be able to 
move to the new site. As you are aware, the Diocese is short of clergy but this does 
not mean that we are indifferent towards the needs of our small or distant parishes. 
Every situation is taken and considered separately. We cannot promise you anything 
definite at this moment, but your parish is among the first to receive our attention. 

In the meantime, I hope that you will be continuing your effort to keep the faith 
and the hope of your parishioners alive. 

HN/as 

With prayers, 

~-J-Q. A}'~~ 
Father Haigazoun Najarian 
Vicar General 

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4885 TELEPHONE 212,686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558 



Naomi Davitian 
5010 Pierce Street 
Hollywood, FL 33021 

October 2, 1992 

The Bishop Khajag Barsamiam, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
New York, New York 

, 
Yo'ur Grace, 

I am writing to you as a member of the Parish Council 
' of St. John the Baptist Armenian Apostolic Church,in Miami, FL, 

as a church member, .as a community member and as an Armenian. I 

am conserned over our situation here in South Florida. We have 

a community already divided by the geographic location of buil

ding a new church who stay away and now with no clergy those and 

others stay away more. I for one need a clergyman for my spirit

ual needs; and if I do not have one here in Miami I will go to 

our sister church in Boca Raton, FL or to our other sister church 

in Fort Lauderdale, FL. Personally Fort Lauderdale being closer 

to my home I would probably go there more often than Boca Raton. 

This is no threat nor a promise, but a reality considering the 

distance from my home to the closest Armenian Church. 

I personally urge you to send us a permanent clergyman as 

soon as you possibly can, especially since we are seriously con

sidering the purchase of an existing church. Our need is great, 

especially now in the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew when we have 

Armenians who have lost or have had damage to their homes and 

their lives have been disrupted. They are not many but even if 

it is one the need is there. I beg you and the Diocesan Council 

to be able to help us and not be indifferent or lax. 

With warmest regards, I remain, 

cc: Vicar General, Very Rev. Haigazoun Nalarian 
Parish Council, St. John the Baptist rm. Apos. Ch. 


