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~,7r. Sam Kapr•e 1 ian 
Raoretary of the Parish Council of 
st.Mearob Church 
Rac1ne 1 W1s. 

Dear Mr, KaprelianJ 

We have received your letter of the 15th August, 
giving us an estimate of the income of .Fr. AeSempadian. 

We are glad to hear of your oone~rn for the welfare 
of your priest,and if your es.t:1ma.te of his income is in fact 
realized we find it to be reasonably satisfactory. In so far 
aa the status of your priest is concerned the only suggestion 
we would like to make 18 that you should give your priest the 
necessary moral support so that he can do his work eft1o1ently 
and friutfully and also that the non-fixed items in his tnoome 
are in fact received by him• 

Knowing your pariah wall,we have great affection 
for its members,and we pray for its continued progress and 
spiritual health• 

Yours with paternal blJssings 

Primate of the Armenia~ Church 
or America 



liabop Tiru. 
Dioceae ot the .&.rMniaa Caurcll iJl Iorth .AMrica 
630 SecOJMl .l.Yenu 
lew Iork 16, Jew York 

Your Graeea 

J.ll&wlt lS, 1951 

We Ju:n reeeiTecl 7our letter 9£ .lugast 18 ill re.t'&relllO& to the waltare 
ot our priest 1 18T • .lrtoon Seapadian. In •nticmed tkat our church 
laoka a parli,M houe aDd tile prieat\a reii\Uleratia 18 belw tp ataDciant 
ot other .&.raenian churches. 

We are nr7 auch cOD.ceraed emir the welf"are ot our priest. .l ca.aittee 
au 'beea appoi.Jlted to secve a pariah houe, nt to elate ao su table resi­
deace has lleen toud. ber aiaoe hia arr1Tal to our parish our coagregatia 
aDd trwateea haTe supported. Aia ia his JI8DT aeeda. We UDd.erstood the _,. 
probl.eu ot adjut11e11.ta and did aot refue bill fi.D&a.cial.l7 ill any wq. 

To help you 'Wld.erst&Dd the aituatia, we haTe a OCIIUI8rT&tiTe eat.iJI&te 
ot b.is incoae presented here. His weekly aalarr is t~.oo plu ts.oo 
weet17 t.ravel e:z:peaae. The anrap plate donation which he receiTes is 
ts.oo. Howenr, his iacoae is not ooDf'iaed to the abo'ft. Ia blesai•g 
ha.ea twice a 78ar be will reoeiTe cifta troa each aoueholA totaliag at 
least· fSOO.OO. To ~s aut alao be added d.Qil&tiona tor f'll1l8rala, bapti81181 
wedc11Dgs, etc. His &mlual iacOM would be apprazimateJ.Ta 

t2,600.QO Salar1 
~.oo franl e:z:peue 
260.00 J.ftrage Suada7 plate colleotien 
SOO.OO llessiaga ot ba.es ~ • 

• 80.00 Wecl4iags, funerals, ete. 
t3,700.00 fotal 

.. 
.A.a iaportut note to re•aber is the abon represe.nta a tutree illc011e. 

Jllile f3,700.00 a ;rear ia DOt & creat iacoae, we feel it is OM which 
will support a II&D. ud. rite aocierate11. 

Oar aia ia to ll&ke our pariah a goud one. If 1011 laan uq succestieu 
in which we might iaprOTe conditions, we wou.lcl wr1 aucb like to hear f'roa 1ou. 
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Mr. Rarrt Clael'kud.aa, Claai,_,. 
hl'lall c:oaacu o1 tlle 
St ...... .., Anaalaa Apoatollc: Claui'Cll, 
1326 ltate Street, 
Jacbe, wtac~ 

Dear Ml'. Qael'kiaiu, 

.. , at, 1918. 

Y•r lettel' ol Nay '1, ltJI, addnaaed te tlte D!.ece ... Couaeil w!.tll a 
cOpJ' to ••· bYe ben l'ecelftd. It f.a ftiHtted tllat a tOtatiae Mtter u tla.f.a hu 
eaaaed ao •ell tr•ble. 

lt !.a the obU.aatl• ol .., pad.all to pay all tile ....... tlaat MY M 
bcUI'I'ed upoa a tnaalel' ol a pl'leat te tlaat apecl.al pad.ata. 'l'lleae npeuea iaclacle 
all tlloae, ll'fla •a to,., tllat , .. an ••ld . ., u.at • Pat• a of, .... abofta&U 
let tel'. Anq aow &ad tllea ncb triUIII••• take plaoe Ia the nrloua pad.ahea ol 
ouc. Dloe .. e, aad oftea ttaeae .., .... , .-at • to $1,000.00, aiiCl tlleM ue ••-ia­
buaed by the reepeetlft padlbea wlttaout uy 4'Mitioa. '!Ilia ia tbe fll'at t.lM 
that a pi'Obl• ia niaecl ill auch a •ttel'• 

we haw to let you pl'eYlouly that your putor, leY. Aftcliaa, upoa bil 
uriftl la tbla cOUJJti'J' baw ·aubaltt..S to •• aa itea!aed bill ol all tala ••eaae•• 
with the l'eepectlYe YOUchen, •tch ia fact &IIOUiltecl OYer $1,000.00. Ualol'tuaately 
all the papel'a nblllttecl by •••· Aftd!.aa baft appareatly ben aillead &lid c-ot 
be locatecl. llowftl', it cuaot be 4ealecl that lie u4 Ilia wife haft coae I&'• Pl'&aee. 
'ftlenfore ill lipl'iiiC up the expeaaea tlaat be &ad Ilia wile wnt tllrwp ill e.-.. 
to tt&ia couatry, we 11&ft COM up to $too.oo. 'l'beae exp ... ea ue aa follow•• 

a.- Juapol'tl ($1otoo ea) • ao.oo 
b.- Pllyal.cal baa. ($1o.oo ea) ao.oo 
c .... u.s. x.. 'fila ($15.00 .. , so.oo 
ct.- Pan • JIU'aei11e to Pal'ia ($14.1J ea) 18.30 

hl'la to La Ra.Yn ($ 4. '1S ea) 9.50 
L&Ht.Yre te )fewfftk ($150.00 •> soo.oo 
lewYod: to CtaJ.c ... ( ., •• 11 ••> 71. aa 

e.- Tftlllporiatioaiol.aM&l &lid llouae11614 
effecta f..- .J ~ to Claic.,o Yia Pal'!.a . 
LaHa•re ·alllll ...,ork. u well u food aac1 
loclJlDI ea fWte 

Total 
ltS.tl 

,l!§§.oo 

We lulpe thia will liYe fO\I aatlelaetioa Ud 'by r•r laY08r&ble 
aettleMat, cleae tile •tter, tor *lcb we 1t1eaa you all .-cl wJ.A you all tale 
aucc••· 

Jnrerlully Youra 

•rlabJ.a• ...., ... eau.,.. 
Pr-.te o joe-Uk.-e ·~ tile Ameniu 
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.May 7, ,058 

Diocesan Couacil 
b30 Second Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

Mr. Chairu.R, Diocesu Couacil Members: 

For almost a y·ear llOW, a state of coJU'usioa has existed betweeJt the 
truste~s of the St. Mesrob Armeni&Jt Church of Raciae and the Diocese. 
Rather, I should say between the trustees and the Archbishop. Our 
point of aisuaderstaad revolves arouad the travel expeBses we have 
been asked to pay for our prese•t pastor, the Revere•d Mesrob Avedi&Jt. 
You may recall, that Reverend Avedian was seat to us from Marseille, 
France, about a year a•d one-hall' ago. lipo• arrival, he presea.ted a 
letter to His Grace, Mampre Kalfayan for travel expenses amounti•g to 
$900.00. So there be ltO misUJl.derstanding, let me state that the trustees ':' 
at St. Mesrob's have no quarrel about paying legitimate expeases or the ~ 
maner prescribed ill payiag them. Our big grief up to this poin-t has 
been that we have no way of justifying or verifying a $900.00 expense 
for traveli•g from France to Haciae, Wiscoasi:R .•. 

His Grace has written to us time after time requesting to ~gia paying 
these expenses. We ia turn have asked him to submit receipts of 
statome:ats itemizb.g uy expenses i•curred by Reverend Avedia•. So ~~< 
far, we have received from His Grace his word that the expeases did 
amouat to $900.00 and that the statemeat submitted to him by Reveread 
Avediaa has been l!i)st. Durb.g the past several moaths our refuse.l to 
pay these expenses has caused some straiaed feeliags between our Pastor 
and the trustees. Finally, it was resolved to make an initial $200.00 
paymeat to show our good faith. This we have doJae. However, we still 
feel we are due an explanation as to h~v these expeases were incurred. 
It may be disrespectful to doubt the word of our clergy, yet we as 
trustees are responsible to our membership aad we should be able to 
accouat for our ~ctioas. 

Our reason for writiag this letter to the Diocesa• Couacil is two-fold. 
First, we would like to ealist your assistance ia verifyiag the stated 
travel expeases. Secondly, we feel that this same problem is liable 
to come up in other parishes and our peopl• should have a right to kaow 
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what expe•ses they are liable for when a :n.ew priest is sel'\t' to them. 
We have mulled over ia our miads a :n.umber of questio•s and would like to 
k:n.ow your al!swers to them. For exam1)le, wbich of the followiag expenses 
is a parish obligated to pay: 

a. Mouy speat for physical examiaatioas -"-:.: 
b. For passport or ot.luer legal matters involving the trip. 
c. All transportatio• (rail - water - air) 
d. All food and lodging n. route. 
e. Personal belo:n.gings, such as furniture, clothiag, etc. 
f. Persoaal finaacial loss i:n.volved ia leaviag. 
g. Expenses for members of the familY other than the 

priest (wife, children or relatives of the priest's 
family) 

These are some of the questions we have asked ourselves. Perhaps you 
cam think of many more. We perso»ally feel that Reverend Avediaa 
should get any legitimate expense he has iacurred. However, we are a 
bit stymied as to what is legitimate and what is not. The fact that 
we calU\ot even see u itemized stateme:~~.t has colrl'used the issue eve• 
more. We trust that the Cou..."lcil will take our situation tlllder co:n.siderv­
tiom and assist us iR securing some answers. 

Ver~ truly yours, 

Cha r :a 

!·tf-~£; .. 1f-;-"tr-~ 
J olm Barootiu 
Secretary 

mb 

CC: Archbishop Mampre Kalfaya• ... 
·, ._, 

-----:,' 



second class 

Marseille to Paris 14.15 

Paris to La Havre 4.75 

Il de France cabin class 
around 250.00 from La Havre to New York 

Total all together $268.90 -

/ 


