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Auzust 31,1951

¥re Sam Kaprelian

Sacretary of the Parish Council of
3telesrob Church

Racline ,Wis,

Dear l}r, Kapreliang

We have received your letter of the 15th August,
gZiving us an estimate of the income of Fr, A,Sempadisan,

We are glad to hear of your comecarn for the welfare
of your priest,and if your estimate of his income is in fact
realized we find it to be reasonably satisfactorys In so far
a8 the status of your priest 1s concerned the only suggastion
wo would like to meke 1is that you should give your prisst the
necessary moral support so that he can do his work effielently
and friutfully and also that the non-fixed 1tems in his income
are in fact recelved Ly him,

AKhowing your parish well,we have great affection
for its members,and we pray for 1ts continued progress and
apiritualahaaltﬁ. ‘ '

Yours with paternal blyssinza

"Primate of the Armenian Church
. of Americe



ST, MESROB ARMENIAN C
1326 State Street
Racine, Wiseconsin

August 15, 1951

Bishop Tiran

Diocese of the Armenian Church in Norith America
630 Second Avenus

New York 16, New York

Your Graces

We bave received your letter of August 10 in reference to the welfare
of ocur priest , Rev, Artoon Sempadian. You menticned that ocur churech
lacks a parish house and the priests remuneration is below the standard
of other Armenian churches.

We are very much eoncerned over the welfare of our priest, A4 committee
has been appointed to secure a parish house, but to date mo suitable resi-
dence has been found. BEver since his arrival te our parish our comgregation
and trustees have gupported him in his meny needs. We understood the many
problemg of adjustments and did not refuse him financially im sany way.

To help you understand the situatiom, we have a comservative estimate
of his income presented here. His weekly salary is $50.00 plus $5.00
weekly travel expense. The average plate donation which he receives is
$5.00. However, his income is not confimed to the above. Im blessing
homes twice a year he will receive gifts from each household toteling at
least $500,00. To this must also be added domations for funerals, baptisss,
weddings, etc., His annual imcome would be approaximatelys

$2,600,00 Salary
280.00 Travel expemse
260,00 Average Sunday plate colleotiom
500,00 Blessings of homes -
80,00 Weddings, funerals, ete.

$3,700.00 Total

LY

An important note to remember is ihe above represents a taxfree income.

While $3,700.00 a year is not a great income, we feel it is ome which
will support a man and wife moderately.

Our aim is to make our parish 8 good one, If you have any suggestions

in which we might improve conditions, we would very much like to hear from you,

Very truly yours,
8t. Mesrob Armeniay




Mr. Harsy Cherkinian, Chairman
Parish Council of the

Nay 29, 19S8.

St. Mesrod Armemian Apostolic Chusch,

1326 State Street,
Racine, Wisc.

‘Dear Nr. Cherkinian,

Your letter of May 7, 1058, addressed to the Diecesan Council with s

copy to us, have beem received.
cauged so much tromble.

It is regretted that a routine matter as this has

It is the obligation of amy parish to pay all the expenses that may be
incurred upon a transfer of a priest te that special parish. These expenses imclude
all those, from "a to g”, that you are enguiring sbout om page 2 of your abovesaid
letter. ZRvery now and them such tramsfers take place in the various parishes of
our Diocese, and often these expenses amount up to $2,000.00, snd these age ze~-im-

" bursed by the respective parishes without any questicn. This is the first time
that & problem is raised im such a matter. :

We have told you previously that your pastor, Rev. Avedian, upon his
arrival in this countzry have submitted to us an itemised bill of all his expenses,
with the respective vouchers, which in fact amounted over $1,000.00. Unfortunately
all the papers submitted by Rev. Avedian have apparently been mislead and canmot
be located. However, it cannot be demied that he and his wife have come from Prance.
Therefore in figuring up the expenses that he and his wife went through iam coming
to this country, we have come up to $900.00. These expenses are as follows:

a.~ Pagsports ($10600 ea) $ 20.00
b.~ Physical Bxam. ($10.00 ea) 20.00
Com U-S. l‘o "" (‘33-00 “) . 50.00
d.- Fare -~ Marseille to Paris ($14.183 ea) - 38.30
Paris to La Havee ($ 4.73 ea) 9.5
LaHavre to NewYork ($250.00 ea) 500.00
NewYork to Chicage ($39.11 es) 78.22

e.~ Transportation of persomal and housebdld

effects from

to Chicago via Paris

Laliavre -and Newyork, as well u‘foed and

lodging en route

193.98
Total ;E .00

We hope this will give you satisfaction and by your favourable
settlement, close the matter, for which we bless you all and wish you all the

success.

~ Prayezfully Yours

Primate :’c }go%a?g, qtl‘!%’ xmnm

s,



REV. MESROB AVEDIAN
Pastor

.) St. M657‘06 ﬂrmenian ﬂPOStOZiC Church Res. 943 Wilson Street

Telephone MElrose 3-0504

TELEPHONE MELROSE 4-6550 + 1326 STATE STREET + RACINE, WlsCONSIN
X7 : TOES
May 7, "0f&

Diocesan Coumcil
630 Second Avenue
New York 16, New York

Mr. Chairman, Diocesan Coumcil Members:

For almost & year now, a state cf confusion has existed betweem the
trustees of the St. Mesrob Armeniam Church of Racine and the Diocese.
Rather, I should say between the trustees snd the Archbishop. Our

point of misunderstamd revolves aroumd the travel expemses we have

been asked to pay for our presemt pastor, the Reveresrd liesrob Avediar.

You may recall, that Reverend Avedian was semat to us from Marseille,
France, about a year amd one-half ago., Upom arrival, he presented a

letter to LEis Grace, Mampre Kelfayan for travel expemses amounting to \
$900.00., So there be mo misunderstanding, let me state that the trustees =
st St. Mesrob's have mo quarrel about paying legitimate expemses or the &
manner prescribed im paying them. Our big grief up to this point has

been that we have no way of justifyimg or verifying a $900.00 expense

for traveling from France to Racime, Wisconsin.

His Grace has written to us time after time requesting to begim paying
these expenses, We im turr have asked him to submit receipts of .
statements itemizing any expenses imcurred by Reverend Avedian. So .
far, we have received from His Grace his word that the expemses did
amount to $900.00 and that the statememt submitted to him by Reveremd
Avediam hes been last. During the past several momths our refussl to

" pay these expenses has caused some straimed feelimgs between our Pastor
and the trustees, Fimrally, it was resolved to make an initial $200.00
payment to show our good faith, This we have dome, However, we still
feel we are due an explanation as to how these expemses were incurred.
It may be disrespectful to doubt the word of our clergy, yet we as
trustees are resporsible to our membership amd we should be able to
account for our actioms.

Our reason for writimg this letter to the Diocesam Coumcil is two-fold.
First, we would like to emlist your assistance im verifyimg the stated
travel expemses. Seccndly, we feel that this seme problem is liable

to come up in other parishes and our people should have a right to kmow



REV. MESROB AVEDIAN
JPastor

St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church Res. 548 Wikon S

Telephone MElrose 3-0504

TELEPHONE MELROSE 4-6550 + 1326 STATE STREET + RACINE, WISCONSIN

~2~

what expenses they are liable for when a mew priest is semt to them,
We have mulled over im our mimds a number of questioms and would like to
kanow your snswers to them, For examvle, which of the following expenses
is a parish obligated to pay:
a. lioney spent for physical examimatioms
b. For passport or cther lcgal matters involving the trip.
c. Aall transportation (rail - water - air)
d. All foocd and lodging em route.
e. Personal belomgings, such as furniture, clothimg, ets.
f. Persomal fimsmcial loss involved im leaving,
g+ Expenses for membergs of the family other than the
priest (wife, children or relatives of the priest's

family)

These are some of the questions we have asked ourselves. Perhaps you
can think of many more. We personally feel that Reveremd Avedian

should get any legitimate expense he has ircurred. However, we are a
bit stymied as to what is legitimate and what is not, The fact that

we cannot even see am itenized statement has confused the issue even
more, We trust that the Council will take our situation umder comsidere-
tion ard assist us imn securing some answers.

Very truly yours,

S

John Barootian
Secretary

m‘b

CC: Archbishop Mampre Kalfayan f’fffu‘ffi } -



second class

Marseille to Paris: 14.15

Paris to La Havre 4,75

I1 de France cabin class
around 250.00 from La Havre to New York

Total all together $268.90 -
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