
June 20, 1966 

Dear Parish Member, 

The Parish Building Committee is sending you this letter and 
has requested a Parish Assembly for July 3, 1966, as we feel 
we have located a new site at 4551 and 4601 North Erie Street, 
that would be suitable for construction of a new Church and 
Auxiliary Buildings. 

As pointed out at a previous Parish Assembly, the Committee 
felt it their obligationto explore the possibility of a site 
with additional advantages, such as location, city sewer and 
water, and future of surrounding areas. The Committee reviewed 
as many as twenty separate locations. Among others, we have 
reviewed property on Shoreland Avenue, Spring Street, North 
Main Street, Four ~ile Road, Three Mile Road, Douglas Avenue, 
Northwestern Avenue and last, but not least, State Street. 
In each case we weighed the cost, size, location and neighbor
hood. We ran an ad in the newspaper, contacted approximately 
fifteen realtors, followed up on all "leads", and again, last, 
but not least, solicited our own members for any sites they 
might be aware of. 

The Committee feels that this location offers the best potential 
future site for our building program. The location is un
questionably one of the better residential neighborhoods in 
the Racine area. The property adjo.ining the proposed site will 
not be zoned for apartments, motels, stores, manufacturing or 
other than one family residences, as it has been tried in the 
past and turned down by the Town Board. 

The Committee further feels· that it fta.s made·an ·unbiased~, - ·--~o .. ·~
sincere effort in its evaluation and hopes that you will take 
the time to visit the site on Sunday, June 26, 1966, from 
1:00 P.M. until 5:00P.M. The property will be sufficiently 
marked with a sign and there will be ample parking. The 
Building Committee members will be present to guide you and 
answer any questions you might have. 

In selecting the North Erie Street site, the Committee has 
taken into consideration the following: 

Excellent location 
Sufficient land 
City water 



City sanitary sewer 
Main thoroughfare 
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Probability of Ruby Street being plotted 
Utilization of present dwelling as Parish Home 
Erie Street being paved and widened to 90 feet 

during 1966 or 1967 
Cost of Ruby Street, if it is put through 
Future value of unused land 
Asking price of vacant land immediat•ly to the 

north of proposed site ($10,000 per acre) 
Cost per lot of next property to the north@5,000) 
Asking price of vacant land immediately to the 

sbutlt ($f0, 000 per acrej · · · 
Number of lots that could be sold if Ruby Street 

is put in (minLDum of eight) 
Rental income to cover expenses until Church is 

built (approximately $3,000 per year) 
Ample frontage (371 feet) 
Price- $57,500 · 
MOrtgage arrangements 
Fund raising 

As stated in the bulletin, announcing the Special Parish 
Assembly, open house will be from 1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. on 
June 26, 1966, to be followed by the assembly at l:·oo P.M. 
on July 3, 1966 at Church. On July 3, a free, light luncheon 
will follow Church services. Any person in need of transporta
tion to the open house, please call any member of the Building 
Committee. 

We urge you to attend the open house and be present in Church 
to cast your ballot, so that we can resolve the question of 
a guftable land site -and proceed w1flitni-prann1ng- of the-
building program. 

St. Mesrob Church Building CoGmittee 
Father Dajad Davidian 
George Stevoff - Chairman 
Paul Minasian - Vice-Chairman 
Mike Janikian - Secretary 
Sam Akgulian - Treasurer 
Mark Akgulian 
Harry Cherkinian 
John Esayian 
Mike Garoukian 
George Sahagian 
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SPECIAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
FOR PURCHASE OF LAND 

A Special Parish Assembly will be held on Sunday, 
July 3, 1966 at 1:00 p.m. in the St. Mesrob Church to act upon 
a proposal of the Building Committee to purchase land for our 
Building Program. The land is located at 4551 and 4601 Erie 
St., between Three and Four Mile Roads, south or St. Michael 
Episcopal Church. The parcel is approximately 7t acres, has 
3 homes and other buildings, and is being offered to us for 
$ 57,500. 

Following church services on Sunday# July 3 a light lunch 
(no charge) will be served in the church hall and the meeting 
will start at 1:00 p.m. in the church. Your attendance is most 
important and necessary. A quorum of the majority of our church 
membership is needed for this meeting and a two-thirds vote is 
required for the land purchase. If a quorum should not be pre
sent a three-quarters vote will be needed. If a positive de
cision be given, approval must be given by the Diocese. Voting 
will be by secret ballot. Only church members who have paid their 
church dues up to and including 1965 are eligible to vote. 

The Building Committee is having anopen house on the pro
per~y, Sunday afternoon, June 26, so that you may examine the 
site. 

PASTOR AND PARISH COUNCIL 
ST. MESROB ARMENIAN CHURCH,RACINE 
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Most Reverend Archbishop Sion 

July 5, 1966 -----
Primate of the Armenian Church of America 
New York, New York 

Your Grace, 

A special Parish Assembly of the St. Mesrob Church membership 
was held on July 3 at 1:00 p.m. in St. Mesrob Church. The 
purpose of this assembly was to decide on the purchase of 7! 
acres of land located at 4551 and 4601 North Erie St. in Racine 
for the purposes of our church building program. The cost of 
the land is $57,500. There were 104 dues paying members in 
attendance at this meeting. 

According to the Diocesan By-laws a quorium for such meeting 
consists of a majority of the church membership and such a 
proposal as purchase of land must have a two-thirds vote for 
approval. The membership of our church is 270. In actual 
fact our church, like other churches in our diocese, has never 
been able to secure a majority of it~embership for such a 
meeting. Our practice has been, in such cases where the 
necessary majority quorium is not present to require a three
quarter vote for approval of such items. 

The result of the vote was 87 in favor of purchasing this 
land, 13 against and 4 abstaining. Thus the proposal passed 
by a better than 80~ majority vote. 

Announcements for the meeting were mailed to the church member
ship two weeks before the meeting. The meeting started at 
1:00 p.m. and lasted for an hour. The parish had been invited 
to visit the land in question and examine it at first hand. 

This piece of~nd is located on the north-side of Racine, 
approximately 3! miles from the center of town and about 3 
miles from our present location. It is located on a main 
north-south thorough-fare, between two important east-west 
roads. It is located in an area which is developing quite 
rapidly. The main bulk of our congregation is located on the 
northside of Racine and four younger families are locating 
themselves in the area of this proposed church site. 
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The average price for land in this area is the $8-10,000 an 
acre range. We feel that $57,500 for this land is quite fair 
and reasonable. 

We request your confirmation of the decision of the Parish 
Assembly to purchase this land. 

, We remain your obediant servants, 

;f j;h_,fr~ $)~~~ 
Fr. Dajad Davidian, President- Parish Assembly 

~~~£ __ ~-L. . 
Frank Vidian, Chairman-Parish Assembly 

Mourad Gengozian, Secretary-Parish Assembly 
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