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The Central Board of Directors of the Armenian General
Benevolent Union issued the following statement on March 21,
1995.

The election of a new Catholicos in Holy Etchmiadzin is an
historic event. With an independent Armenia, it will be the first
time that both clerical and lay delegates worldwide will have the
opportunity to freely vote for the next Catholicos of All
Armenians.

We express our hope that the democratic process will be
respected; that a slate of candidates will be presented; and that
each and every delegate attending the election will have the
opportunity to cast their ballot for their candidate.

Armenians worldwide welcomed with joy the unprecedented
democratic process that began with the independence of
Armenia. The AGBU Central Board of Directors is convinced
that the election of a new Catholicos is yet another major step in
the strengthening and ultimate success of our new-found
democracy.
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