
liljlilJ.IigwljwUm~]'nUJl u~zm uUtuJ RwGpm~liu.tG Utu]'utuU3.tu]'uGrwm~lituU wntuGgJlJl' 

.!,wJwumU1GiituJ9 liljlilJ.hgrG, np~ nptllip[l Gwnw\lllli4Uiip)1 llip)ltGm[ hli 2ill1J.tu]'umwi'J lit 

np)l ctllpt~GiipJ1 qnfinlJ.m~)ltUGiip)l tuGGtu]'u[lG~llig 11-T'"2tlnt[U li!i oi'Jmllill, )lptutntG)l mG}1 

mljUljwtlitm, np )lp lllnw~Gnp11-Giip[1 u.tuta ptuUlrg pwp3.p lj[l pn!iliG )lpliGg wGi\}1U 

pU1pnJU1\jlllli tywmlpunw!i)l[l, Ulipz!iiht Jlllfl<tlUGJl m lllljliwi'Jtuli)l op)lUwljlitr tJ12nt~liwtlp: 

d'uttltu!iutlj)l tn)lpnlJ. tltntujlinq>}1tGGiip~g t Gllllit utjG RtuUcttutlutUpJ1, np l_utj 

liljlilJ.Iig)lG ljnpgGmtl t ~l' tu1J.o~wmli1J.)1)1 ~tlwutnJ1 lit 11-wnGmtl wpwpnlJ.mljtuG lit 

a~ulllljtutntuputljtuU umJ.npm~)ltGGiipjl ljllimlliptltuG t[tujp, tljl fiutGctuttlutGp, np 

UuliuwgGmu t Gwlit liljlilJ.Iigm ptupi'tp ctut1J.tutjltuputljutGJ1, ztjln~litnt[ utJG l>P ljpoUtuljwU 

ncttnjU lllim: 

1'\tuglllJtuJmoptU llwtlnqmtull h!iJl ]'>t lllr utq<t\1 pturr·JmljwG[l rqrJlwG )rp 

JlUllJ.UlJllliljutG ljhlliU)l)lg, GnjGJltuG tt )lp liljlilJ.IigwljtuU ljhlliu)l}1g tyjl\11)1 llwGutim)l, rulj 

liljhlJ.hg!>G tt l>l' Glip\itujtugmgjliGiipjlg: <!.utJ hljli1J.IigwljwGJ1 i\1 ljtupnlJ. utGtnwpphp tllitut 

llijG ljhGutulpuG llwpg)lg uwGwnuG'l np jlpliG t[jlllutljmw/) t wnut2Gnp11-lit, 

GlipljutJmgGiit pwpnJtuljwG ljlituG)lJ1, l1ljlpnlJ. 11)1 ljpo!iJl]'l fint[wG}1}1li mwlj, np 

tltu)lpnt]'>lituG, llliqnq<>lituG, jun!itupfint]'>htuu tyuttnctuttl[l mG}1 }1p zp~Giitr\1 t[putJ: .!,liUg 

llijU tytumt\tunnt[ tt \Jiiputu CGnpfitu[]'l fitujputtylHll[l rr CUll-fituGptuljtu!i lil'mlJ.pr llt2 

fiutj liljlilJ.IigjlU m liljlilJ.Iigwljw!im~]'nG[l Rwtlwp<tt)l Gljwl1llitnt[ fiptutltujnttl t. 

<<lunwliugjlU utJUnJlr4 np [llitnpliwt hG utpbu.t~nt[» /'-1[1 tllip<tmliG GptuGJ2, nt[J2hp 

wpbut]'>nt[ h(i [llitnpmw!t/ (UutlJ. tlnu LJt:31) 

t2ujltulrautj Utujp U.~nnJl, np gtup'l- cthpwctnJli fihlJ.]'lGwljnq•liwtlp t[tupnul t <!_wJ 

U.nlliJllitutljwU liljlilJ.Iigm t[lip)lU ]'12]'utuGm~liwG 11-hJl]l, i'4\1ur}1 \inpgG)r ]'lp J1G'l-llutGputljwG 

fint[mwtylitnp lit upptuqtuli ctllifiwljw[]'l ]'lp finctlitnp lltltujjl[l m 11-\lN>Jl: .!.ill! liljlilJ.Iigm 

nllJ.lJ.tutjlwn 11-liltutGm~)ltGGhp]l tuGjlwljwhtllOJltli ljwtymutil liG tmututll)lituljw!i ctwll)rG lit 

)rp lltutltuutjlpm RtututtntuglitutGiip]1 )rptup tlotn, )rpwp ut2. lit )lpllip lltutltup liG 

tutypmtl: U.ju tl}1Ul)l]1 Umpp l.llij]1llitylitn 'i...hputu CGnpfillit!rli jumwgGnul t WJU 

tyllimljlip)l ttt2· 

«.P.tuUq)r li~t Umpp .!.nctm zGnpfiGiipG U.fiwpnG)r <tt!u)lG liG ]'12Gmu, np 

fitujptutyhUlnt]'>}ltGG t, ht <tt!ulrg' tlopmjl]'lG, ll]l lit~jluljm~nunq•)nGG t, tlopntjljrg' 

<tfltutywGutljGiipfrG, np )ltuRwGtuJm~]'rtGG t, lit <tPtutywUwljuhpjrg' q41ium)rG, np 

<tnlJ.nt[mp11-G t, wr'l-• n"p zGnpA)l )1t1J.J1 lju.tpnlJ. liG mGhGwt Gpllili)l, nt[)lb.p 

omwptugtu/J t.G wfiwpnGhtuG <tt!urg lit jlpliGg ctnrll"nt[ tl)rwgwb hG 'J.w11-wG]'rG lit 

U.pfrpnUjrG» (Utu1J.tlnu tllf'\ 2, fil't>I'.P. &.2,): 

lu'llfU'SU\J~ll 
9US\J 

VOICE 

Rev. Dr. V. N. Nersessian 
London, England 

OF CONSCIENCE 

~"" 2 
<PI•=pnuup, 1995 

S. &. /J.. -f'.(,j,J· 'i.bpuf;ub='u 

/.n'u=n'u' /J.'u'flP= 

"REJECT THOSE WHO ASPIRE TO BE ELECTED BY SILVER" 

In the year 1165, when Grigor III Pahlawuni had reached a good old age, 

and had been catholicos for a period of fifty three years (1113-1166), he ordered a 

general meeting at Hromklay and nominated a succesor to the catholicate. Grigor 

Ill Pahlawuni annointed his brother Nerses Catholicos of All Armenians, who after 

the death of the former ascended the throne of Saint Gregory the Illuminator as His 

Holiness Nerses IV Klayetsi, called Shnorhali "filled with grace" (1166-1173). To 

promote the spiritual well being of his flock, at the early part of his catholicate he 

addressed a general epistle to the Armenian people called T'ught' Endhanrakan 

(Encyclical Letter). In this letter, after mentioning the death of his brother Grigor 

Pahlawuni, and taking a short view of the relative duties imposed upon him by his 

being elevated to the catholicate, he states the orthodox creed of the church of 

Armenia, which is immediately followed by perceptive exhortations "to the entire 

Armenian people". The letter is divided into different sections, the third of which is 

addressed to the bishops of the church. The immediate object of the writer was to 

excite a love of virtue and piety amongst his congregation, and to be instrumental 

in eradicating from their minds such unwholesome principles, as are calculated to 

render human nature waste and deformed. 

In this letter Saint Nerses Shnorhali speaks in great detail about the office of 

the bishop, its origins (Gospel of St Luke 24:50) in the Bible and its 

responsibilities. The emphasis is put on their conduct, which is best defined 

according to Saint Nerses by St Paul's in his Letter to Timothy. 



"Now a bishop must be above reproach, temperate, discreet and 

courteous, hospitable and a good teacher; not a heavy drinker, nor 

hot-tempered, but kind and peaceable. He must not be a lover of 

money (I Timothy 3:2-4). 

Those who are inmature spiritually and physically should not be called into 

the office of the bishop least "pride might tum his head" (I Timothy 3:6).Saint 

Nerses Shnorhali takes each of the above mentioned attributes separately and 

explains how important they are for the office of the bishop in the light of the 

Gospel teachings. 

Armenia in the nineties and beyond is going to be a secular state. The role of 

the Church is a powerful one and should not be confined to the rituals of "hatch. 

match and dispatch" (i.e. Baptism, marriage, burial). Nobody looking at the moral 

vacuum of a consumer society, the huge gaps left by the withdrawal of the state 

from community care and support, can doubt the potential role of the church. It is 

also a church that is increasingly at odds with the paraphernalia of rituals, and 

overdressed bishops blessing philandering benefactors. Surely with public respect 

so diminished an oringingly dutiful compliance can no longer be demanded. 

According to Saint Nerses Shnorhali, what is required for the church then and now 

is not a misbehaving subaltern but a bishop of the church interpreting the demands 

of the Gospel. It is not just misdemeanours nor the self-indulgence of the bishops. 

but the flaccid leadership offered by those whose office includes the guardianship 

of moral values. The good health of the catholic ate does not only demand that the 

candidates live by the rules which make for a good community but also the ones to 

which every member of the church must aspire. It is not disbelief that threatens the 
church but unbelief. 

To prevent the church from plunging into embarrassing scandal and low 

public national and international esteem "reject those who aspire to be elected by 

silver" (Psalms 68:31-32). Saint Nerses Shnorhali employs a very powerful image to 

impress upon his contemporaries that at a time when our lives are incessantly 

transformed by relentless change, communities are embodied in enduring 

institutions which must be protected. During the enthronement service before God 

the newly elected catholicos takes solemn vows at which time " the graces of the 

Holy Spirit will descend on the head of Aharon, which represents the catholicatc , 

and then from his beard, which represents the bishops synod, thence from his beard 

to his collar (vakas) which is the priesthood, and finally from his collar to his robes, 
which is the people" (of. Psalm 133:1-2). 

«lu0SbU8lo\o U.S\.0-Rlol:J nr C.\oSr'bU.l. b\o U.r'l:J'U.fil'011_» 

1165 pmwljwfi]l lliUJPrtr 17-]lfi, b'w'lljwqwp'IJ1 ljwu U.puwthGtwg ljn~mwb mofi]l 

OJl{l l,nnlllj[utJnnl fi)1tut]1pmtg lJ]l[]l\j]lut)]l ht U]12utq.hwj1]1 fiut) tljhT[hgm 

finq.htnput\jutfifih)1]1 flutuutq.muwp' 'utputu]lll ljwpnf[]1ljnu J:lfimphtm flwuwp: l,nnlllttwll' 

pwqutuutupf]. clnT[m.[nul 'utputu Ofinpfitut]lfi l].]lllhtm.[ «um hUJ]1u\jnUJnumfiu ht 

t[tupf].tuUjhmu, ht flwuoptfi f].utuu tljhT[hgmp> wpmwuwfihg 11)1 !lutn: l 1p tuou11]1 

uljqpnul Gw q.nt[wutullj!nt[ t gn19 Ullli[]lu hT[pO)l q.npbmfitmphwfi [UH \jnT[llhpl', 

npUJtU flnq.htnp fiut))l ht wqq.tu)]lfi q.npb)1~· fipw wfiil.Gwljutfi wntuth[mp)1tGGtpfi m 

wpctwG]lj!Ghp[! ht lliUJW fiwtltuumtphwtlp 2t2mmtl ]lp utfitupclutfimp]ltfi{l 

ljwpm[]lljnuwljwfi bwfip UJlli)1llllli\jutfimp]1tfifitp]1 m putpil.p UJW.2UlOfi]l flw.tlwp: 

<_wjw.umutfihtu)g U.nwJ1htwltwG b\jhT[hg]lG tltq fiwtlwp fim]lputljwfi m UJlli2lllh[]1 

flutUUllliUlnt]ll!llfi t: lJ.jlj. Ufiutu]lfi \lhfij1 0Ullli)1fihp)1 ljw.pb)1j1[! mfihfitu[nl \jWU Unl)llli[nt 

ljwp)1)1{1 ~mfihfij!: F\n[np]lg wtht)1 m pn[np]lg umw2 flwJ clnT[nt[r'lr qwtwljfihp[! q.]lmhfi, 

ltr! qq.tufi m lj'[!tlpnfitG WJlJ. ljlwnwtnp m wGqmq.wljwfi fiwumwllint]llhwfi finJut\juttq 

ljhwfiJ1[! m tqwmtlmp]ltfi[!: 'J.pw flwtlutp tt. ljwran'lrljnuwljwfi Gnp [!fi11lpmphwfi 

wn]lpnt[, tltp tqwpw m UJ1.U]ll11Wijutfimp]ltfifi t JWthpctwgfiht m qopwgfiht llijl]. 

tqwmmwljwfi m tqwmtlwljwfi 211t'l flwurnwumtphwfi nrtlJ1hJl{l• fiym.tfi ljlniuwfigh[nt[ 

«2mfi~ ljhfil].wfir»= <.wunqmwb ttl, np ljwpttr ~t gwfiljwgutb ht tpwqutb 

putphljtupftnt]ll)1tfifi m qopwgnul[! il.hn11 phph[, wnwfig 2wpctmll)1 ljtutl fi]ltlfiwljutfi 2ww 

[nl)12 m tlmutbmwb j1lliJlhp)1: 

'utputu 0Gnpftw[)1fi q.wfimll t. np !1p <lutuutfiw\jll hUJ)1uljnUJnufitp]1g 2tul11h)1{1 

]lphfig UJlli2UlOGJ:! il.hn11 tfi phpmtl qwfiwqwfi liwpUJ]l\j ur2ngfitpnt[ m lJut2utnj1nt[: 

0Gnpfilli[)1fi ptuglliJlliJWh[nt[ hUJ]lu\jnUJnu]l flncthpwfiwljwfi ht pwpnjwljwfi filjutputftJlJlr! 

utnwfig)1utJrfi G2wfiwljmp]ltfi t wwt]lu 'flo'l nu wnwJ1htutJ1 w1u tuouJ1)1U. 

«'flwpw t hUJ!mltnUJnurfi wfiutpwm [)1fih[, fltq' gwb, UJWpljh2Ul, fl]ltpwutp, 

mumg]l~. tlp Jll2fitutlutfiOT[, up ftwpljwfioT[, wn flu.tfil].tu)lUl- tlp ltnmOT[, tlp 

wpb-wpwutp .•. » (Spunratnu U.nut2!Jfi q,l· q,,2_3): 

<_u.tjlliUUlutfi[l 20-pf]. lJ.lliJlll Ullu.t)llllpfi ctfiut[nt[ lj.Wnfiuttm t wnwth[ lli2iuwpft]llj 

fltuuutpwljmra]ltfi: l.wJ <lnT[nt[mpf))1 tujG wfi!unpmutlthtr Gljutpwft)l]l{l. npnt[ llwfimwfi ht 

JWpmptwa tuw'lfi t tuw'lmll UJtuUltlmratw.a ptur t[pwJ, mG!J fiwht ut)lf)WJl 

fiputUWJWijwfi gwfiljmp)1tfi lli)U Ujutfi]lfi mhufiht ]lp hljhT[hg]lfi nrUJtU t[hputqlliJl]llnttlr 

ht putrnJwljw.fi ljhtufiJ1r wnw2lliUJtufi 2utflwljppfi, ht pptfi t[umwfimutb finJwltw.UJ lJ.hpp 

ut2 <lnT[nt[mplJ.[l mfip fiwht pptutmGJ1[l UJu.tfiw.fi2htm, np pptfi Gtp\jtu)tugfinT[ 


