
Mr. Peter o. Fox, Editor 
Journal Times 
212 fourth Street 
Racine, WI 53403 

Dear Hr. Fox: 

Hay 27, 1986 

We have read with interest. the story which appeared in the Saturday, 
Hay 3, ed1t1on of your newspaper, reporting on our Diocesan Assembly which 
took place 1n your community last week. 

Tile article's headl1ne and opening paragraphs concerniny the possi­
Di11ty of adlll1tt1ng women to the D1aconate may cause misunderstandings abOut 
our Church's position on th1s important topic. 

The text of the proposal discussed by the representatives to the 
Assembly carefull.t describes the t~rocedure to be followed: ii request to the 
Primate of the Diocese to exercise his hierarchical authority, at his 
discretion. to for-.ard to the head of our thurcn. His Hol tness Va.zken 1, 
Catholfcos of All Armenians. a request to con&ider ordination of qualified 
women to the J1aconate. 

It must be reco:Jnized that there are several steps that must be taken 
before such a proposal can be considered for 1mplementation. The action by 
the delegates last week const1tutes a request to tile Primate to g1ve this 
consideration - nothing more. As pointed out in the article, there 1s a 
great deal of work, exam1n1ng our Church canons and procedures, wh1ch must 
be completed before t'urtt1er steps can be tak.en. 

Our purpose is not to indicate rejection of this proposal, but rather 
to temper the enthustu~U of those who llk1Y read tile story and be11eve that 
such ordination of women to the Oiac.onate is irJ~~~inent. Thl:lt 1s not the 
case. 
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Our Church traces its roots back. to the beg1nninys of Christ1an1t,y. 
when ho of Christ's disciples, Thaddeu~ ~nd Bartholomew, came to Armenia to 
preach the Gospel and <Hed there, martyrs to the Fa1th. Changes 1n the w.y 
our Church operates are not made pre-emptor1ally but only after careful 
consideration of all aspects of the ~tter. 

One last point, the Diocese is reported 1n the article to cover ill of 
North America except Canada. There 1s, 1n fact, a Diocese that incorporates 
the state of Cil1forn1a, where many of our fellow Christian Armenians 
reside. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Priltllte 



To: Sylvia Terzibashian 

From: Nina Marson 

Date: May 19, 1986 

Re: LETTER TO JOURNAL TIMES, RACINE, WI -MAY 13, 1986 

I just spoke to Frank Corbin on the telephone. He called 

Racine in reference to the letter from the Primate. The letter 

was addressed to Howard Hoffmaster and he has recently left the 

newspaper. The new editor is Peter D. Fox. The address is the 

same. One would think the new editor would get the letter, but 

he didn't. Could you please re-do the letter exactly the same 

only addressed to Peter D. Fox? I would think the Primate would 

want it out overnight mail again. 


