
Mr. Howard doffmaster, Editor 
Journa 1 Tirt1es 
212 fourth Street 
Rac1ne, WI 5340J 

Dear Hr. Hoffn1aster: 

t-1ay 13. 1986 

we have read w1tn interest, the story which appeared 1n the Saturday, 
r1ay 3, edition of your newspaper, reporting on our Diocesan Assembly which 
took place 1n your cotm»un1ty last \'leek.. 

The article'r:. headline anJ oven1ng j.laragruvhs concerning the p0$$1 .. 
bility of admitting women to the Jiaconate moy cause ruisunderstandinys about 
our Church's iJOS1tion on this iuwortunt top1c. 

The text of the proposal discussed by the representatives to the 
Assembly carefully describes the procedure to be fo 11 O\Jeci: a request tu the 
Primate of the Diocese to exercise his hierarchical authority, at his 
discretion, to fori-iurd to the lleod of our Church. His Holiness Vazken I, 
Catholicos of All Armenians, a request to consider ordinatton of qualified 
wonnm to the Dia,onate. 

It must be recognized that there are several steps that must be taken 
before such a pro"osal can be considered for implementation. The action by 
the delegates last week constitutes a request to the Primate to give this 
consideration - nota1ng more. As pointed out in the article. there 1s a 
great deal of work, eXdiaining our Church canons and procedures. which must 
be completed before further steps can be taken. 

Our purpo~e is not to indicate rejection of this proposal. but rather 
to te111per the enthusiasm of those who may read the story and believe thett 
such Grd1nc:ttion of women to the Didconate is inllil1nent. That is not the 
case. 



i 
I 
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I.Jur Churl:h traces its roots back to the beg1nnin~s of Cllr1stianity. 
when two of Christ's disciples. ThadrJeus a.nd aartholomthts came to Armenia to 
preach the Gospel and died there, martyrs to the faith. Changes in the 'tlay 
our Church operates are not taade pre-er.1ptoria lly but only after careful 
cons iderat1on of all aspect.s of the matter. 

One last point, the Oiocese is reported in the article to cover all of 
North America except Canada. There is, in feet. a Diocese that incorporates 
the state of California, where many of our fellow Christian Armenians 
reside. 

Prayerfu 11 y, 

Archbishop Torkom r1anoogian 
Primate 
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Delegates say ~yes' tO wome.11·.\ 
By Karen B. Tanclll 
Journal Times 

CALEDONIA - The people in the Eastern 
Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church sent a 
message to the head of the denomination Friday. 

They want women· to be allowed into the dia-
conate. , 

The people made their statemept in a resolu­
tion passed during the business session of the 
diocese's annual meeting. The meeting continues 
through Sunday at St. Mesrob Armenian Apos­
tolic Church at4605 Erie St. 

") The Eastern Diocese covers all of North 
America expect for Cenada. 

The way the church operates. women can't be 
sacramental functionaries, said the Rev. Garab­
ed Kochakian, pastor of St. Mesrob. They can't 
assist the priest at the altar during the liturgy. 
They can't a$linister Holy Communion ,tq tpe 
sick. They can't be considered for the prieSt­
hood. 

The only role they can have during ltle serv-. 
iee, said the executive director of the diocese, 
Michael Kermian, is that of choir member. 

The resolution asking that tHe head of the · 
church consider women for the diaconate wu 
written by the diocesan council, whicb Kennian 
sa~ Ia comparable to the board of dire<!tors ol a 

co~tion. . ' Ma .•• said althOlJ8h he was glad Pe(iple i, 
. 11)e . ~utiOn a~tod that "since men aDid. ~ ~ were disc.ussipg .the issue, he, too 
. W01Qt0 *~ .. equal lri)be eyes of God, both are was ~riJed that th.e CQUncJI.had "ot done an: 

eaUed tQ tene Him!' . ~. ~ aoeiologtCJI research bt!fore drat 
~delegates ~eba~ about 30 Jllinutes before tiQ&-.~~UQD. , .. · · ·~ t'Y .. ,t < • 

votmg 95 to 21 10 f~or of the , resolution. No · ''l ~· lhat c11t~ do. tab, pJ&~' m th• 
women spoke. , ' . chur'Jh,'1 •. ~ ~ apeakt~ Ill .8~ra,l' terms 

The p.ajor opvc!!itloo to the reso .. lution ca~ . But. he .al.d. it'a up to the. h•erw-c .. dir,Pf the ..... chur 
from ~ who·,_. t¥ dioceaan ~cU llhou1d cb to ~~ wJlen ~d how. tl!Oee .~· wil 
have mvestiga~ cbl,ireh eaDOIII·•.to see what t.ake P~· 1 .. -. . · : \ . • 1- ·. :· . ·~:,, 
they say abQut women tn t!le·cbuteb .before draf- The delep~· '~, re,q•ted ~ 4"iocesat 
tlng the resolution. . c:QUneiJ create 'a vfgorqus ntechanlilll to s~ud~ 

The Rev. Za.Yen ~anlan el Pompano and a~ positions i!'l accordap¢8 with the 
Beach, Fla., quelttoaed. the need for ltl01'e dea· teac~ o1 the Arm,m~m. ~r~b ,relative tc 
cons. · · ~ . moral U..ues and probht~ reswf.Uig trom 'new 

"Where Is the a~ge of ~ in ®I' par- Jltei~Jn ~ ~i-y,tpc;iay." ,, . . _ , . · 
ishes? We had a sefvite in a Sout,la,.,~·chur· The resolution was_lntr.oduced by ~t. M~rob~~ 
ch where we had.ntne deacons ~·tfJt..Jltar." ChutCh. Those speakmg •n _favor of 1t sa.td the> 

. . · : · .Jtl1 .• ~~ ~l lll~S[J\ "would .i\Y~ pic 
FranciS Najanan of woos.-, ,.._ .... sa~. lttia~ ~.-.l,~, ·aotfdo.:-.. thr 

"You don't always heve to de~\1 a need to ~ Olthalie Church had' gotten a lot: of a·tten· 
take an action. Very often you ~·fN» ap acUoa . , tW\t .._.._ of ·the pastolilal let.ter on peac:• th:.: 
because thefe Ia a desire." · · · i. ' . bllbaPI,~ · . · · ' , . · 

There is a dellre on the part of(pUy wom.eo . The doJeptel are ·to elect an archbishoP 
to be in the ~ooru.te,.he said. , · ' -today. During an evening banquet at the Sherif· 

Joseph ~ ....... of ParaJQ,.., lf,J., said ton-Racine, Sen. William Proxtplre <0.-Wis) and 
..,.Uing If a·ctetoDI, ''there ia a~~ J cannot U.S. llep. Les Aspln <D-Eaat ,fr.oy) are to rei 
a&ten4 ful\erall ~the IP~ Gf,._ week ~ve '"lbe ~ o{ the Annenians" awards 
~ I work... . I ' . ~ becaUM of their tlffa'tJ.to set the ~nocide Res~ 
Tilt~~ O!·f:be diocese; Arcbb~·-~~ .. om. ·JU&ioa paued. · · 

1 
... ·~~~~ I c . ~' • • #J. : 

. <'< ~ t:; . :~~q-,··./~!rcy .-:i-
....... ,.o,; · !-··· .. ::.\ ·~· ·M· .,o·tates ·· ·-·~~--:.·. •,;~ ~· 

, ~ ' . ' . , I 

law· 
By Len LaCara 
Journal Times 

... RACINI - The Unified Sch.Qoi 
'*'"~t's po~cy on AIDS victim~ 
discriminates against homosexuals 
and the handicapped, a state equa' 
riBb~L~~ baa deterJ1lined. . i 

·· ~ .}~,~.~.~~.~. ot· .~e, Eqije(J 


