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Mr. Sarkis Cherk1ntan, Chairman 
St. Mesrob ArMen1 an Apostolic Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Mr. Cherk1n1an: 

July 29, 1981 

, ... , 

' ' 

·-::' 

We are tn rece11't of your letter .. dated July l2, 1981 regarding 
the pasto~l services of the Ye~ Rev. Father Shnork Kasparian. 

We are tn full agreeMent· in our wtlltngness to secure fatn.r 
utparian's services tf he will tnfont us of the exact date of his 
ava11ab111ty. · 

"-''suggest that you also contact hi•, as we have done, and 
claftfy tJte details ~tnt his intentions. 

Plea'Se adv1s• us at your ur11est convenience. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop TorkOIMMinoogian 
ss 

cc: Very Rev. Father Shnork Kasparian 
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Mr. Sarkis Cherkinian, Chairman 
St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Mr. Cherkinian: 

July 29, 1981 

We are in receipt of your letter dated July 12. 1981 regarding 
the pastoral services of the Very Rev. Father Shnork Kasparian. 

We are in full agreement in our willingness to secure Father 
KlSparfan's services if he will inform us of the exact date of his 
availability. 

le suggest that you also contact him~ as we have done, and 
clafify the details regarding his intentions. 

Please advise us at your earliest convenience. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop TorkommManoogian 
ss 

cc: Very Rev. Father Shnork Kasparian 



St. Mesrob Armenian Apo•tolic CLurcl. 
4605 

634-6550 

July 12, 1981 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of· America 
6:30 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 

Your Eminence: 
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On July 1, 1981, members of the St. Mesrob Church Parish Council'' ~;·J A~ 
and Priest Search Committee met with Very Rev. Father Shnork }J ~~~ 
Kasparian. At the meeting, we discussed the lack of spiritual ~y~ . 
leadership in our parish and Father Kasparian's duties aDd / · 
responsibilities in Turkey. \~~~ ~ _,.,.. 

For some time, our church. ha. s be. en suffering a lack of attendanc~e~ ~· 
and an even greater loss of Armenian youth. Although these · , 
problems may be plaging other congregations, we feel it is x~ 
extremely crucial in our area where we do not have a priest o , 
who can l!ll.~_thQ~..!,~r1•heJlera wbo are here, •1•. back the&e ~- -~- f 
who haTe been lost, and attract the JOU!I& generation through ~~ 

;;;:;~:;-~;;:~:;u;;:;:;:;;;;;;i~~l:~:;:;:~:!:t~:!r~ ' ~(tY< ,· 
Committee. He has an interest 1n our pariah and indicated that 
he would accept our call to serve eagerly. He also stated that ~~, . 
since hia departure from America he had experienced some problems ~ 
with his health in Turkey. We have agreed to assume the financial 
responsibilities in moving him to Racine, if such an occasion 
should warrant this a·ction. 

·The filling of a spiritual void has long been a major goal within 
our church, but such action cannot be accomplished without the 
express assistance of Your Eminence. Since Father Shnork is 
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already here, the Parish Council of st. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic 
Church respectfully requests your favor in granting him his 
permanent stay in Racine, or at the earliest possible time. 
This action is being requested in light of the prolonged absence 
of spiritual guidance in our parish and the strong rapport 
between St, Mesrob Parish and Father Kasparian. 

If Your Eminence feels the need to contact Father Kasp&l'ian,"'M 
may be reached at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Toros Keishian, 168 64th 
Street, MilwaUkee, Wisconsin, (414)-258-9176, or Ms, Berjouie 
VartanJ,~n. _j2Qor CQunty, (414)-854-4_104., . We look forw@rd to your 
expeditious response and aid in this ttter. Thank you. 

Respectfully, ~ '/ 

David Azarian 
Treasurer 

DA 

cc: Very Rev. Father Shnork Kasparian 
• Mr. & Mrs. Toros Keishian 
168 64th Street 
Milwaukee, WI. 



December 2, 1982 

Hs. Rose Akgu11an 
422 South Street 
Racine. WtscQnsin 53402 

Oea r Ks. Akgulian; 

We received your correspondence dated October .28,. 1982 
and appreciate your sincere concern regarding the 
obligation of a delegate. Please forgive us for any 
inconvenience caused to you by the delay in receiving the 
1982 Diocesan Assembly m1 nutes. 

In· ref.,rence to your questions regarding standi !\g 
committees, we wish to advise that appointments have ~een 
ude by the Pri-.te severaL months a go with instructions 
for procedure to be followed by eath co~:~mi ttee. 

Your suggestion for the Nominating CoMi ttee may best 
be sent to the Reverend Father Haik Denikian. A$sistant 
Pastor of the St. John Ar-menian Church in Southfield, 
M1ch1 ga n for COtt$1 chtra tion as. he tun been appp1 nted 
ctta.irman pro--ttmtt?of tl'ul:t committee. · 

,It would also l>e most appreciated if 
me of the reas&n for request of a 11st of 
received a medal from Vehapar in~r the last 
years so that I uy be better equipped to 
properly. 

your would inform 
those who have 
ten to f1 fteen 
advise you 

., 

We w1 sh you success in a 11 your endeavors and,~ ft}r your 
continued strength t.o accomplish the good wor-.k,,:,..tded by 
the Armenian Ch~rch~ 

Resp,~ff~lly yours, 
... ,, 

Frank Avakian Stoneson 
Execut1ve Dire~tof 



The Revc:trend Father Gahbed Kochakian 
Pastor,- Sv,.MurOb Af'IIWilian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Father Garabeds 

Thia is to confirm our telephone- conv.,.tion t~t- His IIJinenCe 
ArthbiabOp Torlom ~~ will arrive in M(1waukee airport on 
Septlrday, .September 1'7~-1983-onNorthweat tl!ght 203 at 9t55 a.m .. 

His ~nC* Wilt ·leave on Sunday night, September 18, 1983 
from Chicago $t 8t00 p.m. on American Airlines flight 564. 

Kindly m,.. the necessary arrangements tor His IIIDi.Jlence 's 
accommodation and transportation ·to and from. the airport• 

Youra resp~ct~lly, 

Sylvia Terzibashian. 
Secretary to the prtaate 



9Jt. ~ ~ ~ Cftluudt 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

#GOS8w ~ ~~ CN'~$3#02 
414-639-0531 

u. l!burnfll z.u.sa. bllb'l.b81"1 

S • t,IU['UII"f.bur .P.wf.wLwl .P.ntwJ!bwL - J,m{/n 

Auauat 3. 1983 

Bis lainence Archbishop Torkoa Manoogian. Priaate 
Diocese of the Araenian Church of Aaerica 
630 Secoad Avenue 
Hew York, Hew York 10016 

Dear Srpazaa Hayr, 

This is once agaia to coafira your forthcoaiaa viaitatioa to the Saiat 
Mesroh Araeniaa Church and coaaunity on the weekead of Septeaber 17th 
and 18th. 

Our coaaittees are diligeatly working to aake your visitation on the 
occaaioa of our double anniversaries a aost aeaorable one. We shall be 
celebratiaa the 60th Anaiversary of the established pariah coaauuity 
and the lOth Anniversary of our new church huildina which you yourself 
consecrated 10 years aao. 

We have planaed the ordinatioa of 18 young aen as acolytes (TBIR) which 
ia to take place Saturday evening at 7:00 P••• Septeaber 17th. In 
addition to these youna boys we alao have one candidate ready to receive 
hia rank as Ourar-a-air (Stole Bearer). Please advise us aa to when 
you feel it would be appropriate to confer thia rank upon hi• -- Saturday 
night or at Suaday Badarak. 

I would like to know of your travel arraageaeats. whea you'll arrive, 
for how long you will be with us and your departure ao that all uecessary 
arrangeaents can be atteaded ~o. Contingeat upon your tiae here with 
us, I do have plaas for aeetinas and visitations with you, but I caaaot 
fiaalize thea nor aake any foraal coaaitaent until I aa exactly aura 
when you will be here. 

Forthcoaing will be your coapleted itinerary but for aow the tentative 
schedule is: 

Septeaber 17th A.~. Saturday - Priaate arrives 
Check in at Siena Center for 
lodging and freshen up. 



Sunday - Sept. 18th 

Monday - Sept. 19th 

P .:M. Lunch 

Page Two 
August 3, 1983 

1) Meeting with young boys to 
be ordained 

2) Inforaal Meeting with Pariah 
Council and lxeeutivea of 
Church Groups 

3) Possible taping of a ~.v. 
prograa 

7:00 P.R. Evening - Ordinations & 
Fellowship Hour in Church Ball 

10:00 A.•. Divine Liturgy 
After Liturgy - pre-banquet reception 
at St. Mesrob for visiting clergy to 
aeet the Priaate 

3:30 P.M. - Anniversary Banquet and 
Prograa at Meadowbrook Country Club 

Evening - Ketura to lod&ing to freshen 
up and free-evening or departure if 
scheduled 

Open for anything preferred 

Please let us know as soon as you can Srpazan Bayr of your intentions 
in order to facilitate our arrangeaents here. We easerly await your 
forthcoaing visit here aad are confident that your presence will inspire 
our faithful to continue in the service of the Lord through the Holy 
Mother Church of Araenta. 

With filial love and respect, 

,1(,., .1;.. ~ ~ 
Kev. Fr. Garabed ~ochakian 
Pastor 

ac 



Archbishop Torkoom Manoo5ian 
Diocese of the Arrrumian hurch 
New York City, New York 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

July 5, 1983 

Sahag and I welcomed the opportunity to greet ¥ou in Detroit. We 
were happy to see that you looked hale and hearty and full of the 
energy needed to tend to the needs of our 6hurch. 

I must confess I am saddened to see the turn of events for the Chautau
qua program. It is unfortunate that when I wrote to you in Octoverof 
1982 as soon as Chautaqua gave me pgogram approval, you did not come up 
with funding from an endowment or public relations fund at Diocesan 
level. I have informed Mr. Azadia.n of my disappointment with this turn 
of events. 

On another matter, I want to express my deep concern and unhappiness 
tith the.letter sent out by the Diocese on 5/20/83 relative to the 
visit of Karekin Catholicos. I think most of ¥s who are concerned 
with the future of our Church in this country, concur that the visit 
was untimely in view of the hurdles still to be overcome in the unity 
discussions. However, the wording of the letter was startling, to say 
the least. In a free society such as ours, with all due respect, how 
can you state "you are not permitted" to do thus and so. And to compound 
the matter, at least in our community, the parish coucil saw fit to send 
the letter to all parishoners, thereby once again bringing hoaile feelings 
in all areas to the3surface. I, for one, cannot react favorably to any 
directive given in such a nonuemocratic fashion and beyo~d that would 
like to make the observation that the negative overtone of this May 20th 
letter and the constant references to unity and brotherhood made by 
Karekin Catholicos--however empy we may regard them when measuredby 
actions taken--have us coming up on the minus side of ehe ledger in the 
area of public relations. 

On the other hand, your requests, suggestions and wishes will continue 
to receive our respectful consideration. 

I speak out of concern for my Church and out of respect for your 
office. I bbpe my words are accepted in that spirit. 

Respectfully, 
/"J 

/~-1-~ 6' ·~-~ ,, [.,_, 

b.ose Akgulian 



Tilt~ l<everend fr. Garabed Kochak1an 
P<tstor, St. Mesrob Church 
46U~ Erie Street 
Kacine, ~I 53402 

vear uer Garabed: 

August 17, 1983 

HtAnk yuu for informing your - aM uty former - cong,~egathm about my 
son's accident. Arra and we have received several messages of concern and 
good wishes trof;l the good people of tne St. Mesrob parish. Arra came home 
oo August 2nd, with a loml cast replacing the oriy1nal one on his rignt 
knee and leg. He moves around with tne help of crutches and gets rides in 
the cars of his friends. He ~;ill t>e seen by the ortllopedic surgeon this 
friday. Then we will nave a clearer 1dea u to how the knee will be reha
bilitated. 

Normally in Oc:tober I attend a rneetinq of the faith and Order Cornntis
sion of the tiCCC. This tit:ae it wi 1l be held in the Chica!}O arett. I have 
notified tirother Jeff Gros. Ui rector of the Cot•ission, tnat I wi 11 be 
undble to attend ttle Fall meeting scheduled for October 12-16. An 
alternate in a case 11 k.e th1 s is acceptah 1 e. I thought of you as an 
alternate. but had to .aft unti 1 His Eminence the Primate returned fro;:$ 
Vancouver, n.C.. Yesterday was my first cnance to see him and he aqreed. 
I aft~ enclosln£t a copy of .the agenda, and a descriptive brochure on the 
Faith anrl Order CoKHltsS1on. 

t~orrlilally COFJ l>leetings are rH:dd in retreat centers. This till1e the 
commissioners will lod9e at t!H" Hyde Park Hilton, 4900 South Lake Shore 
Drive, Chicago. Your expenses wi 11 be paid by the Diocese upon presenta
tion of your b11l. Tnere is a registration fee of $10.00 payable to the 
COfU office in i'ler~ York. The Hfile Park Hilton expects t.nat reservation oe 
received by Septt!;ilO'i!r 13. 

1 urge that you plan to attend tlli s ~~teetln<J:, at least the f1rst three 
ctays. beginning with lunch on October 12. It you let rae tc.now soon. I •11 
forward your n.:une to tht! CORJ office here. and they wi 11 tdl<e care of tile 
rest. 

with brotherly love in Christ. 



Mrs. Rose Akgulian 
422 South Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Mrs. Akgulian: 

May 27, 1983 

We thank you for your good wishes and kind thoughts on the occa
sion of the twentieth anniversary of our primacy in the Western and 
Eastern Dioceses of the Armenian Church of America. The years have 
passed swiftly, and we are grateful to Our Lord for enabling us to 
serve His Church and the Armenian community in this hospitable country 
where our people came to find new life. We hope to continue in the 
service of Our Lord and family of our church as long as it is possible. 

We were distressed to learn about the illness of your husband, 
and are now glad to hear that he is on the road to recovery and is 
enjoying relatively a peaceful recuperation. His long and fruitful 
service to the community in Racine has earned him the respect and 
love of countless people, all of which must share our hopes for his 
restoration to good health. May God send him the abundent comfort 
of His healing. 

We are glad to learn that the Chautauqua program is on its way 
to becoming a reality and we commend your tireless efforts for the 
success of this program. 

May the Lord bless you and your loved ones always. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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Archbishop ±orkoom Manoogian 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
Mew York City, New York 

Dear Srpa zan Hayr, 

Mar 1.4, 1983 

You were much in our thoughts and prayers on the occasion of your 
Primacy in our Church. We were not able to act promptly, because 

vi we have been going back and forth to the Mayo Clinic for Sahag. He 
finally seems to be on the road to recover, thank God. (That was 
also the reason that I was not able to attend the Diocesan Assembly.)· 

We both pray that the Lord will continue to grant you the 
good health, courage, strength, and wisdom to lead our Church and 
our people in His way • 

.. On a completely other matter, I am so elated and excited 
that th4Ghautauqua pro gt'm is on its way to becoming a reality. Whem 
Mr. Yervant Azadian called and informed me that the Fund was granting 
my request for funding, I can't eell you my feeling of gratitude and 
excitement. I have talked to Dr. Ralph Loew for three years a~out the 
possibility of such a program and this year will see it come to pass. 
It was worth the long hours of effort to pull it all together. Now 
it is in your capable hands and those of Mr. Arzruni and the Diocesan 
program committee. I am confident ahat it will be a program that will 
do honor to our music and to our people. 

I have asked Mr. Arzruni to keep me abreast of program develop
ments. I would like to be considered part of the committee working 
on the program, and hope my suggestions will be welcome. Needless 
to say, I shall be happy to do anything else I can from here to help 
in its successful finalization. 

We had a beautiful concert here with Vartan, and also met his 
lovely wife Brigitte and your fine nephew, Avedis. Racine fell in 
love with them all! We hope we will have the opportunity to see them 
again soon, here or in Madison. 

Once again, our best wishes and prayers are with you. 

422 Bouth St. 
Racine, Wis. 53402 
(414) 639-2078 

Respectfully yours, 

~ t:L/7~ 
Rose Akgulian 

P.s. I am happy to see that Micheal Zeytoonian has joined the staff. 

. .. 
~. 



November 5, 1982 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Father Garabed: 

We received your correspondence dated October 13, 1982 
regarding St. Hesrob Armenian Church expressing a desire to 
host a Diocesan Assembly. 

The Diocesan Assembly sites for 1983, 1984 and 1985 have 
been assigned, th.erefore you may make a bid for 1986. 

The procedure to be followed in order to make a formal 
bid is to prepare a letter from your parish requesting to be a 
host and present the letter to the Diocesan Assembly Chairman 
during the next Assembly. 

Assembly dates in 1986 will be May 8, 9 and 10. 

We a r e g r a t i f i e d by t he en t h us i a s m o f your ,P a r i s h and 
wish you success in all your endeavors. 

FAS:ked 

Respectfully yours, 

Frank Avakian Stoneson 
Executive Director 
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" '" · . .~ SfRPAZArf RAYR: 

Frank would like to know how to go about 

the desii'e;;expressed by Racine to act as host for 

the Diocesan Assembly either in 1985 or 1986. 

Should we present this letter to the 

Assembly next year in J4ay or 1$ it actepted 

autOIIIatically and Racine informed that their 

request has been accepted. 

ST 

November 3. 1982 



,. 

-. -. .. , 

I St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church 
4605 ERIE STREET • RACINE. WISCONSIN ft~411:l 

414-639-0531 

u. lfburnfll z.u.aa. bllb'lt:i8h 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

October 13, 1982 

Mr. Frank Avakian Stoneson, Executive Director 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Mr. Stoneson: 

At a recent meeting of our Parish Council, a desire was 
expressed to host a Diocesan Assembly here in Racine. 
We are aware that invitations from other communities 
were extended at last year's Assembly in New Britain, 
Connecticut, however we cannot recall from what parish 
and for which years. 

We are hopeful of being host either in 1985 or 1986 if 
no community has reserved these dates. We are indeed 
certain that St. Mesrob Community will receive with 
great enthusiasm this honor and privilege of hosting 
a Diocesan Assembly and would like to have some definite 
dates in mind to present to our annual parish assembly. 

I'll be in New York for a ORE meeting October 22nd and . 
9ct. 23rd. Perhaps if you will be around you may let 
me know, if not I await your reply from this- inquiry-;~·-

Our best regards to you and we pray for your continued 
success in your most important position within our 
diocese. 

Prayerfully, 

I 
. /Q,.,.f..~ ...... ~ 

I .;/ r V Rev. Fr. Gar abed Kochakian 

/l f,e:;;o~ ~'. 
{};~'J'#h 
at~,ii;-

./ 



St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic C~arcL 

4605 Erie Street Raciae, WiHOaaia 53402 

T.l.pL ••• 634-6550 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Gentlemen: 

This is to inform you that 

Rose Akgulian 
Mikael Garoukian 
George Stevoff 

Apri 1 29, 1982 

are members in good standing of the St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic 
Church of Racine, Wisconsin and were duly elected 

Diocesan delegates 

by a General Assembly held on February 14, 1982. 

Also in good standing and elected at the same Assembly as the 
First Alternate Delegate is Sarkis Che~::· 

~ROB RMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

George 4'tevoff, 



St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic CLarcL 

4605 Erie Street Racine, Wiecoaeia 53402 

TclepLoae 634-6S50 

May 12, 1982 

Reverend Father Garabed Koch.akian 
91 Salisbury Street 
Worcester, MA 01609 

This letter is to welcane your acceptance of our offer to becane our pennanent 
pastor. We are elated with your decision and look forward t:o your arrival. 
We understand tha~ you will be notifying the Primate and Diocesan Cotmcil 
whose early approval is anticipated. 

Our agreanent with you is that we will structure the stipends according to the 
guidelines established and adjusted l/1/82 and adjusted annually thereafter. 
A copy of the l/1/82 schedule is attaChed • . 
Based upon the information as agreed upon previously and using the attached 
schedule, we agree to provide the. following: 

1. Basic stipend - $13,440 
2. ''Wngevity" 2 incr~nts @ $960- $1,920 
3. Size of parish (150..300) -~C/IJiJ 
4. Auto - furnished by parish with all expenses included (personal usage 

reimbursed at rate of 20(:/mf.le) 
5. !busing - as m1tually agreed upon including all utilities or equivalent 

allowance for ownership - $6,000 (approximate) 
6. Clergy insurance - full cost 
7. Clergy pension - $1,000 

We further tmderstand that this schedule will change on l/l/83 and the revisions 
will be implenent:ed into this agreamnt effective that date and annually on 
1/1 thereafter as revised. 

'lbe $1,000 clergy pension allowance is $250 over the mininun ncM required, but 
is in accordance with.oor agreement and will rana.in at that level unless 
mandated by the, schedule tO,, be higher. 

' -~ :, .. 

... 



... :,' 
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The ulongevity" allowancE! will change upon the anniversary of your service to 
the Diocese 'iohich we understand started in July 1974. We conclude that this 
converts to "two incrarents" at this time and will becane "three incremmts" 
on 7/1/83, at ~ich time the stipend will be revised. Additional adjustments 
will be made effective July 1st every three years thereafter according to the 
schedule in force at that time. · 

Our understanding of utilities includes heat, electricity, water, sewer and 
telephone. Personal lo~ distance charges are to be paid by yourself. 

Upon approval of the Primate and Council, we understand you will schedule a 
visit to our camunity to seek housing and celebrate mass on June 13, 1982. 
We have agreed to pay for your lodging and transportation. We understand you 
will arrive on June 11, 1982 and depart on June 17 or 18. 

Your anticipated assigrment to our parish will be sate time during the first 
two weeks in August with the first mass celebrated as our pennanent pastor on 
August 15, 1982. We have agreed to assume your mving costs fran Worcester to 
Racine. 

You indicated that you will be away fran our parish for a wedding following 
your reassigrmant to Racine and we indicated that this would not present a 
proolem (costs are to be .home by yourself). 

Our agreement with you on vacations is that you are entitled to three weeks 
per year consisting of two Sundays, with stipend. For 1982 you indicated that 
you still have two weeks due you that we will have to assume as you will not 
be taking that time prior to 8/15/82 - we have agreed! 

If your parish has prepaid your hospitalization or pension, we will reimburse 
them on a prorat~ basis effective 8/15/82 • . 
We believe this camrl..ts to writing all of our agreements and if you are in 
accord, please acknCMledge the cq>y enclosed and retum it to my attention for 
entry into our official record bock. If you have further questions, do not 
hesitate to inquire. 

We anxiously await the approval fran the Primate and Chuncil, and your and 
Roberta's arrival. 

yjrs very truly, 

Lfk~ ~td 
Geord; Stevof¥V 
Parish Q>uncil Cha.hman 

sz!l~ 
Sarkis Cherkinian 
Parish CouncU Secretary 
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1981 ADJUSTED CLERGY STIPENDS· 
'1 Effective January 1, 1982 

Basic Stipends •••••••••••••• $13,440.00 

Additional increment for each 3 years 
of service in the Diocese with a 
maximum of 7 increments (including 
service in California Diocese) • • $960.00 

Additional incrememt for parish size: 
150-300 voting members. • • • • • $960.00 

Over 300 voting members • • $1,920.00 

CAR ALLOWANCE 

Pastor's own car. 

Parish owned car. 

HOUSING ALLOWANCE 

Parish owned home 

. .·Allowance equivalent to 20 cents per mile for 
pastoral business (estimated). 

. . . . 

Allowance equivalent to 15 cents per mile for 
pastoral business (estimated). 

All costs including utilities. 

Rental. . . .. . . . . . . If parish does not own a home~ it will provide 
an allowance for housing including utilities. 

Home owned by Pastor. • • Pastors may use allowance for rental or payments 
on ho~se purchase~ 

CLERGY MEDICAL ltJSURANCE •• Full payment 

CLERGY PENSION. . . ·- . $750.00 

(plus additional $750.00 optional}. 

December 1.1, 1981 ... 



St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic CLurcL 

A 60S I! rle Street Raciae, W i.ooaeia 53402 

T.I.pl.- 634.6550 

June 16, 1982 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

This is to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of 
June 7, 1982 wherein you inform us that Reverend Father 
Garabed Kochakian is appointed our Pastor. 

Attached is a copy of our letter dated 5/12/82 which includes 
Father Garabed's acceptance. The only item not included in 
the agreement was the housing allowance which has subsequently 
been agreed upon to be $500 per month plus utilities. This 
was agreed upon at our meeting with Father Garabed at our 
parish council meeting on June 14, 1982 upon the occasion of 
his visit to our parish. 

As you can see, we have attempted to be diligent in our 
agreement concerning terms not only for now but also for 
future years. We believe this will alleviate future "mis
understandings." 

We have made the 5/12/82 letter and our subsequent housing 
agreement a permanent part of our 11Parish Minutes Book" for 
the reference of future parish councils and permanence of 
our agreement. 



Father Garabed has already performed Badarak, a funeral, met 
with parish council, and met with all parish organization 
executive committees, a sunday school graduation reception 
all in addition to "house searching." This evening he and 
his wife will be guests of our Jr. A.C.Y.O.A. along with 
their advisors. He has been very active during his stay here 
and is very enthusiastic with the community. The parish is 
equally enthusiastic and eagerly looks forward to his arrival. 

I view the next decade as a "re-awakening" period for our 
parish and consider Father Garabed and our parish as a very 
compatible union. I believe you will see in our parish a 
new direction that will serve as a guideline for the aiocese 
in its need to accept the challenges of the future that are 
created by the society within which we exist. Father Garabed's 
enthusiasm, education and youth will permit him to crusade 
with all members of our parish the Christian principals 
necessary for survival, not withstanding the need for a 
cultural understanding of heritage. 

Although many of our parishioners have been frustrated for 
the past five years, they now feel the wisdom of patience 
has it rewards. Father Garabed has asked for help at all of 
his meetings in recognition that our efforts must be jointly 
conducted and has received assurances of cooperation from 
all. 

I conclude that the Diocese, with you as its leader, will 
see in our parish a "family" that will serve its role as a 
leader in the Armenian Apostolic Church. You will be able 
with pride to continue using Racine as an example of what 
your parishes can accomplish if their desires and principals 
remain strong. 

I would like to personally thank you for the guidance you 
have given us over the years and look forward to many more 
fruitful and joyous occasions. 

Stevoff 
Parish Council Chairman 
St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church 

pg 
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Mr. George Stevoff 
3 4 51 Ruby Ave. 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Hr. Stevoff: 

July 2, 1982 

Enclosed please find an English translation of the 
letter sent to Sarkis Cberkinian in Armenian ratifying 
your parish elections. 

Enclosure 

Respectfully yours, 

Frank Avakian Stonesoa 
Executive Director 



J a.nual"'J 1 6, 1984 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor, St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Father Garabed: 

We were most pleased to learn from youro letter dated December 21, 
1983 that you ~ere elected as the Orthodox Chairman of the group of 
clergymen and women at the recent meeting of the Orthodox-Catholic 
consultation, under the auspices of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese. 
along with Reverend Father Thomas Hughson S.J., who will co-chair 
this dialogue gr~up for 1983-84. 

We appreciate your efforts &ld the time you have dedicated to 
this group "V1h1ch we understand was formed in 1982. We feel confident 
that dialogues between the respective denominations in the United 
States will be instrumental to bring a better understanding between 
the churches, regarding their traditions, religious services, etc. 
and our cooperative efforts will bear positive, worthy results. 

May the Lord bless you and your loved ones always and imbue 
you with His Holy Spirit to enable you to continue to serve His 
Church. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop iorkom Manoogian 
Primate 



.. /71. ~ ~ ~ 'filtu·wlt 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

-1605 ~-tie~ ~~ rJI'~ 53~02 
414-639-0531 

u. lfturn!Tl ~uas. bltb'lb8h 

June 25, 1985 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

As you are aware through our previous communiques that this year the 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church Sunday School will be celebrating 50 years 
of service in the Christian Education of Our people. Our parish 
Church Sunday School, being the first one officially established 
within our diocese is also planning to honor its organizer and founder 
on the day of this commemoration which is September 22nd, 1985. 

As our Diocesan Arrachnort we invite your presence to be with us on 
that day. The program and dinner will be held in our cultural hall 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy. I do realize that your 
calendar of visitations has been set already, but perhaps you might 
find it possible to share in the joy of this occasion with us on that 
day. 

Please let us know Srpazan Hayr at your earliest convenience if you 
will be able to attend and be with us on this our Church School's 
"Golden Anniversary Celebration- The First 50 Years." 

With filial love and respect, 

Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council 

me 



. 

July 18, 1985 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian Chureh 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Fr. Garabed1 

Thank you for your letter or July 11th, and tor your good wishes 
for my return to the States. 

I will be pleased to attend the COIIII'leiiiOration or the 50th anniver
sary of the existence and establishment of the first Diocesan Sunday 
School in Racine, 1Usconsin, on Sunday, Sept..mtr 22. I will let you 
know at a later date details of 111 t.rflftl a~nts. 

May the Lord bless you always with His love and wisdom. 

Vi th prayers, 

Fr. Khajag BarNmian 
Vicar ·General 



' 

f/Jt. ~ ~ ~ ~kuuh-

Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

July 11, 1985 

~&os ~,u 9'tt.ed~ rYlacine~ OJf~ 53~02 
414-639-0531 

u. lfburnlll z.uaa. t::;4t::;'l.b8t--. 

Very Reverend Father Khajag Barsamian, Vicar General 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
Ne" York, New York 10016 

Dear Hayr Khajag: 

It was a great pleasure to speak with you this week and most 
importantly welcome you back to the U.S.A. as our Diocesan 
Vicar General. 

I am writing to confirm with you, your visitation to the St. 
Mesrob parish for Sunday September 22nd. This is the weekend 
our Church Sunday School will be commemorating its 50th 
Anniversary of existence and the establishment as the first 
Diocesan parish Sunday School, established in October 1935. 
Your presence on behalf of our Diocese in recognition of this 
celebration no doubt will add to the joy of this occasion. 
We invite you to celebrate the Soorp Badarak, deliver the 
homily and preside at the banquet and program. 

I will be in touch with you regarding further details as they 
develop. 

Again I express my joy for your return and look forward to 
sharing together in the service of our Lord to our Armenian 
people. 

With Brotherly Love and Prayers 
for your successful works, 

Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

me 



Jdnuary lJ. 1985 

:irs. Rose Akgul1an 
Chairperson 
Diocesan Banquet & Program Committee 
4ZZ South St. 
Racine, ~I 53402 

Dear Rose: 

I am pleased to advise you that both Senator iHl11am Proxmtre (letter 
attached) and Congres~1an Les Asp1n (by telephone) have accepted our 
invitation to Le present at the Assembly banquet and receive •Friend of 
tne .~menians• award. 

They should, in due course, be notified about the detc1ils of the event. 

The award, and other dppropriate ;lifts for the honorees ~ou1d be arranged 
by the Prt~ate•s office, w1th n1s consent. 

Hunan has been keeping me posted about the Assembly progress. via copies 
of minutes. Thanks and all the best. 

Very truly yours, 

Nichde 1 M. Kerm1an 
Director 

Encl. Sen. ProxQ1re•s letter 

cc: Fr. Garabe~ Kochakfan 

MMK:mb 



July 20, 1987 

The Rev. Fr. Gardbed Kochakian, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian tnurch 
4605 Erie St. 
Rac1n~. WI b3402 

Dear Father Garabed: 

His Eminence Abp. Torkum Manoogian asked me ~o 
thank you en his behalf for your letter of July 
18th. 1nviting t1im to -isit the Racine parish on the 
weekend of April 15-17, 1988. 

His Eminence informs that the plans are accept
able. Perhaps you could contact him in mid January 
1988 to re-confirm the schedult. 

With prayers, 

Fr. Haigazoun Najarian 
Acting Vicar General 



CHARlES J. HARDY 818 CARLTON DR. RACINE , WISCONSIN 534o2 

April 30, 1988 

His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom t·lanogian 
Primate and President of the Diocesan Council 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to you and the 
Diocesan Council for the St. Vartan Award of the Diocese which 
you presented to me on the occasion of your visit to the St. 
Mesrob Parish on Sunday, April 17, 1988. 

I thank Almighty God for having been blessed with the privilege 
of serving His Holy Church these many years and pray that He will 
continue to provide me with the grace and strength to continue to 
serve the Armenian Church and Community. 

Respectfully yours, 

~ c_fLL_ J IJ~J, 
Deacon Charles J. Hardy 



James J. Hardy 818 Carlton Drive Racine, Wisconsin 5)402 

April JO, 1988 

His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom Manogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

Your visit to the St. Mesrob Parish on April 16 and 17 was truly a 
memorable one. Thank you for ordaining me a subdeacon and granting 
me the privilege of serving our Church in this manner. 

I hope to pursue my studies and someday be ordained to the deaconate 
and continue to serve rrry Church. 

With God's help, I pray that I will be worthy of the trust and re
sponsibility placed upon me. 

Respectfully yours, 



91.~~~~~ 
-1605 8-t-U [JJ~ ~~ CN'~ 53-102 

414-639-0531 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

March 23, 1988 

His Eminence 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Seeond Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Dear Srpazan: 

Enclosed is an announcement of your forthcoming visit to Racine!s St. 
Mesrob parish. We joyfully look forward to your presence with us. 
I wish to remind you to remember to bring with yourself or send ahead 
of your arrival the St. Vartan Award for Deacon Charles Garabed Hardy 
whom the parish wishes to honor. Also that day we shall be present
ing our own parish award to Ms. Janet Cherkinian for 25 years of 
service as Church Organist of St. Mesrob. 

Mr. James Hardy, son of Deacon Charles will be presented for ordina
tion to the Sub-diaconate following the Tbrootian ordinations on 
Saturday evening. He as well as the young boys are well prepared 
for their respective offices. 

Mr. Geoff Davidian wishes to interview regarding the Karabagh situa
tion, on Saturday afternoon. Please advise us of the time of your 
arrival on Saturday morning. The boys would like to meet with you 
briefly around noon to go through the service for Saturday night. 
Also our choir leader would like to go over the service as well. 

Tentative Schedule for Saturday April 16: 

12:00 noon 

1: 15 

2:00 

3:00 

Rehearsal with acolytes and sub-deacon 
candidates 

Meeting with choir leader 

Interview with Milwaukee Journal/Sentinel 
Mr. Geoff Davidian 

Rest 



His Eminence 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

4:00 

6:30 

7:30 

Dinner with Parish Council and 
Diocesan Delegates 

Rest 

Worship 

March 23, 1988 
Page Two 

Also Srpazan Hayr, Sunday's Badarak and other services need to be 
abridged for timing. The dedication of the stained glass windows 
and requiem services added to the Badarak we wish to conclude no 
later than 1:00 p.m. As to the form of the dedication and bless
ing of the 24 windows may I suggest that it take the form of an 
Antasdan Service. Following Badarak the donors of the windows 
shall come forward to receive your blessing. 

I shall call you during the Holy Week to discuss these details. 
We await your time of arrival for Saturday April 16th. 

On behalf of the St. Mesrob parish which enthusiastically awaits 
your visit, I remain 

Your Obedient Son, • 

;t;. 3~ ~M..----
Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 

Enc. 
me 



June 8, 19~~ 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
St. rv1esrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie 5treet 
Racine, Wtsconsin '~402 

Dear Fr. Garabed: 

Enclosed please find our check #08120 for $2~•.oo 

(two hundred and sixty-four dollars) to cover your 

recent travel expenses for the ecu~nicat ~eetings 

in Texas. 

Enclosure 

Respectfully, 

Sylvia Terz1bashian 
Secretary to the Pr1mate 



June 28, 1988 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
R~cine. Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Father Garabed: 

In an end-June review of the parish dues account, our 
records show that your parish is in arrears in the amount 
of $4,335. May I ask that payment be ~ade or that you 
contact me at Headquarters as to why remittance cannot be 
made at this time. 

Thank you for your cooperation and prompt attention 
to this matter. 

With prayers, 

Fr. Haigazoun Najarfan 
Vicar General 



, 

April 22, 1985 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Fr. Garabedz 

We have received your letter dated April 15, and the enclosed 
Racine parish church directory for which we thank you. 

We commend the Women's Guild of Racine parish for their 
initiative to produce this visual album, and thank you for your 
thoughtfulness to send us a copy. 

May the Lord bless you and your loved ones always with His 
love and wisdom. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



r 1~vl( '{tnt 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

-IGos 8.u ~ ~, flf~ sa-102 
.- 1 .-~e3 a .. q631 
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April 15, 1985 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

Enclosed please find a gift copy of our recent St. 
Mesrob Armenian Church Directory which has just been 
published. We hope you find this little booklet 
helpful. 

This project was completed by our Women's Guild who 
worked with the Olan Mills Studio. This visual 
album is a unique book of visual history. Perhaps 
other parishes in our diocese may be interested in 
pursuing such a publication. 

In any case, enjoy it. Looking forward to sharing 
in this year's Clergy Conference and Diocesan 
Assembly. 

KRISDOS HARYAV EE MERELOTZ! 

Your unworthy servant, 

Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

En c. 
me 



, 

Mr. Pdul Chobaniln 
1533 Ntlwdutee Avenue 
i{d cine, WI :.>34U4 

Oear Hr. Ghobanian: 

Nowember 18, 1983 

w~ would like to extend our sincere &pureciation for tne 
brick cheese wnich you sent to us several weeks ago with Fr. 
Gar~bed Kochdkian. 

It is one of the t•stiest cheeses we have ev~r sampled at 
tne Diocese and rec~ntly ordered some far our inventory fro:1 
the Sctusaqe t.itchen. 

<4P '~~ish to thani'.. Ha1g for "sUng you to send us tnis 
cheese nut w~uld 11ke very muc~ to reimburse you for any 
expenses inc~rred. 

we lool< forwfir'! to !tearing fr:Jl'l you at your ei'lrliest 
conven i enc :. 

F l\ S: r;~b 

Resoecfully yours. 

Frank fwdkian Stoneson 
Elecut1ve Otr~ctor 



j 

Hr. Paul Chobant~n 
1533 Milw~ukee Avenue 
Rdcine, WI 53404 

Dear Mr. Ghoban1•n: 

November 18, 1983 

We would like to extend our sincere ~pprec1ation for the 
brtct cheese which you sent to us seve~al weeks ago with Fr. 
uardbed Kochakian. 

It 1s one of the tastiest cheeses we have ever sampled at 
the Diocese and recently ordered some for our fnventory fro~ 
the Sausage ~1tchen. 

He wish to thank Ha1g for ~sting you to send ~~ this 
cheese but would ltke very mucn to reimburse you for any 
e~penses tncurred. 

Wa look forw~rd to hearing from you at your earliest 
convenience. 

f AS: mb 

Respecfully yaurs. 

Frank Avakian Stoneson 
Executive Director 



l'he Reverend Father Garabe<l Koebakian 
Pastor, St. Meerob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Raeine,. · Wi~JCGnsin 53402 

Dear Father Oarabe41 

We have reeeiv~ you.r letter dated October 21, 1983 reQUE!St1ng 
confi ..... tion of the datea for the annual I>ioeesan .lsaetlbly wbi,Ch will 
be hOsted by tne st. Mearob parlsn 1n Bae1nc in 1986. 

Please note that the dates or thE: annual asSembly will be as 
t'Ollowt · · · 

April 28 ... Z9 
ApM.l 30 
May l 
May 2 

t:largy Conference 
Assembly meeting 
Assembly ·Mtlt.ing 
Assembl:J meeting 

Reapactrully yours, 

Frank Avakian Stone$0n 
Executive ntrector 



! 

.1' 

\f:r. frank ,\v Hk ian Stone son, 
Executive Director 
nioce~:e of the Arr:eni an Ci.ll'Ch of .~Jnerica 
63,;) St::<>:nrd ..-\venue 
\'e~ York, ~ .. :ew York 10016 

Dear Frank, 

21 Octo)er. 1983 

I just nov: ard\ie>d 8t :::y desk in my office, from La C..uardia Airport, a bit tired 
fror:l today' s meeting but ·;ery ::rlch p] eased t.hat l<.'e are indeed in the right di
recti on. 

I t~;()Ught I would send you that r.arne of the person who sent the 
c~ee~Ze. 

It is ~tr. Paul O;ol:--snian 
1533 ~il~aulee Avenue 
Racine h'isconsinS3404 

.. Also. just a reminder ahout that problem .w.·i th the asses.~ment fo.r 1983. My treasurer 
just told rne she sent in the last payment with a note of inquiry agidn. Perhaps 
you co~1ld inforrn the hookeeper as to the situation as well. Thanks again. 

G:"·~~:;-~-r~r;~:-~~l~·-~~-~~~;;-;9-s6-··nTocc:san A5s-eTiblY.I~~~ JJLrn~~ 
· an begin to make h()tel arra.::gements. 

-A-->Wb~---•n-~------"~'·-·-·--·-• "~----··--· -·--~~-~"'·--~-- ,,_ ----~..._, ___________ _ 

Looking fon-rard to seeing you &gain. 
::\o'!d keep up the good work, You are tntly a blessing to our Diocese- and that's 
from the heart. 

Praverfullv . / ' 

Father Garabed 

~·1 / r, . t./\ , 



.! 

.. 

/II . .__ff-e4'l<.l: ._r-/lnu·,ni<:ul t-f:'lju .. J/~Iic t?litnclz 
16'05 <ft.u /J'ttee~, fR~, q}fiJ.c4'msin 5,J.f02 

414-639-0531 

u. Uburnltl z.u.ss. b4b'lt8r. 

R&>erend Father Garabed K'->chakian, Pasior 

~tr. Frank Avakian Stoneson, 
Executive Director 
Diocese of the Armenian 01urch of A'llerica 
630 S~cond Avenue 
Ne>o.· York, New York 10016 

Dear FranJ, 

21 October. 1983 

I just now arrived at my desk in my office1 from La Guardia Airport, a bit tired 
from today's meeting but very rrr.Jch pleased that we are indeed in the right di-
rection. · 

I thought I would send you that na.'lle of the person who sent the 
chee~e. 

It is Mr. Paul Chobanian 
1533 Milwaukee Avenue 
Racine Wisconsin53404 

Also.just. a reminder about that problem with the assesment for 198.3. My treasurer 
just told me she sent in tJ:1e last payment with a note of inquiry again. Perhaps 
you could info1~ the bookeeper as to the situation as well. Thanks again. 

:=;;; t forg~t the ~~iocesan Assembly. I need. t~ 
· can begin to make hotel arrangements. 

--- ------·------.- . 

Looking forward to seeing you again. 
A~d keep up the good work, You are truly a blessing to our Diocese- and that's 
from the he& rt. 

Prayerfully, 

Father G.arabed 

~q. 



f fj c_ .. ~ 'i1~i_w,._' ,,, 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate of the Diocese of The Armenian 

Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

U · LfbUrniTl Z.US8 · b~b'l.b8~ 

December 21, 1983 

This is to inform you that at the most recent meeting of the Orthodo~
Catholic Consultation under the auspices of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Milwaukee, I was elected as the Orthodox Chairman of our group of clergy 
men and women. Along with the Rev. Fr. Thomas"'Hughson S.J. Catholic· 
Chairman we will co-chair this dialogue group for 1983-84. 

-~~tthe nat•,ure of our group is to develop a greater ~wareness amongs't tbe· mem
bers of the group our two traditions through dialogue and especially by 
using the most recent document from Lima Peru on Baptism, Eucharist and 
Ministry. It was at the invitation of the Catholic Archbishop Rembert 
Weakland of Milwaukee that this group was formed.in 1982 and thue far 
it has met 12 times and evolved into a harmonious, cohesive body working 
in a truly ecumenical spirit. 

We shall keep you apprised of our work throughout the year. 

Your Obedient Servant, ' . . 
1\J.v-. 1.\. ~-.-t..L ~v--1,~--..... 
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

Rev. Fr. Arten Ashjian, 
Ecumenical Officer 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 



St. Hesrob Arme~ian Churctt 
4605 w. laytoA Ave. 
Racine, WI 534a2 

Attn: Ms. Mary D. Akgulian 

Oear Ms. Akgul1an: 

November 15, 1983 

Utlon reviewing your 1982 Annua 1 Rl!f)ort for i.ietermi nat 1 oo of parish 
assessments. we find that ,you are partially correct regarding when a 
priest was assigned to your parish. We had 1a~orrectly calculated a 
priest for the 12 month period, whereas, it s~ould have been for a 4 1/2 
month period. Your Parish Assembl.Y Meeting minutes state that Father 
Garabed Kochakian was in residence from Augu$t 15, 1982 through December 
31, 1983 (copy enclosed). 

Consequently. as 4 l/2 months is 37.5$ of a year. and the yearly 
charge was $576.92, the total assessment snould have been $216.35. This 
results in a reductton of $360.57, or aa annual asse.ssent of $11,061.00; 
therefore, your final pa.)'IHnt due is $211.00. Enclosed h a stata1.1ent 
reflectfn9 tnfs. 

We apologize for any 1nc.ooventence this may have caused you. and wist' 
to express our appredat1on for the promptness and accuracy of )early 
assessment paJments made by your parish. 

Enclosure (2) 
fAS:mb 

Respectfally yours. 

Frank Avakian Stoneson 
Executive U1rector 



Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church In America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Your Eminence, 

u. LrburntTI z..u.ag. bllb'l.b8t'l 

October 27, 1983 

Enclosed please find a detailed report of my attendance at the NCCC & 
Faith and Order meetings held In Chicago October 12th-15th. As a re
presentative of the Armenian Church, I took part in all sessions of 
the meeting both plenary and group. It was a most Interesting, educa
tional and spl rl tually ful fi 11 ing experience 'and I am honored that you 
asked me to attend this meeting. There were several officials who 
asked to be remembered to you and expressed their pleasure as to the 
presence of the Armenian Church in the NCCC. 

The question of the Hetropol I tan Community Church's membership to the 
NCCC and the "experimental" lectionary In which the male image of God, 
Christ and the Church has been altered remained a very uncomfortable 
issue with the whole of Orthodox representation as we~l as with my-
self personally. Archbishop lakovas of the Greek Orthodox Church ex
pressed his displeasure on these Issues and Included the co-aligned 
and assumed response of the Armenian and Coptic communions. I feel 
that a united statement from the Oriental Orthodox Churches as well, 
would be in order and supportive clarifying our position and understand
Ing of our Faith and the Church. 

I look forward to the opportunity to discuss this with you In person. 

With deepest respect 
and filial obedience, 

~Jt.qwl4d(~ 
Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochaklan 
Pastor 

En c. 
me 

cc: F~ther Arten Ashjlan, Officer 
of Ecumenical Relations 



Mr. Sarkis Ch~rkinian. Chair•an 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4 60 5 Erie St. 
Racin~. WI 53402 

Dear Mr. Cherkin1an: 

Sept-•111ber 3, 1986 

Pleas~ be advised that in the ab~ence of a parish 
priest, we have des1gnated the R~v. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
to act as •co-OrdinatorM of baptism. weddi~g. funeral and 
other ser~tces for tbe Holy R~surr~ctfon Armenian Church of 
South Milwaukee. 

In the event Fr. Qarahed is unable to perfor~ the 
required services for the South Mflwaukee parish becausP 
of his other coa•it•ents. he w111 arrtnge for anoth@r cler
gyman to perform the required services. 

May the Lord bles5 the •embers of your community with 
His love and wisdom, always. 

Prayerfully. 

Arr.hbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Pr i •a te 



' . 
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Mr. leif Peterson. Cheh"IUf" \ j 
t! o 1 y R t' sur r- ~ e; t 1 on A r •~ n h" C h lit" c tl \ ~ 
909 M1chiga" Av~. 
So. Milweuke~. WI 53172 

Pl~•~P be advisf!d tbat in t~~ absence of a 
pr1est. we -~~• designated th~ Re•. fr. Garabed 

, .. 

to act •s -cc-Ord1nator• of taot1ss. wedd;ng. fun al 1nd 
other s•rv~ces f~r the Moly lesurr~ction Ar•enit" Church ~f 
South Milweute~. · 

tn thP eve~t fr. Garabed 1s unable t~ Derfnr• th~ 
reQuired s~ry1ces for the South Milwaut~e ~arish because 
of bis other co••ftaents. he wf11 arrange for another c1er-
9Y•tn to perfore the reQuired •erwices. 

May the Lord bless thf" •<'11bers cf Y,our comTuuli ty with 
~;, lov~ •~d wisdoM. alway~. 

Preytrfully. 

Arc~b1shop Torknm Manoogian 
Priaa te 

f 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

#GOS 8-Ue !lit.ut~ ~~ 'k~ 53#02 
414-639-0531 
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August 27, 1986 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

I had forgotten to mention one thing when we were together on 
Tuesday August 19th. 

Per our telephone conversation, with regard to my responsibi llties 
as co-ordinator for the services of funerals, baptisms, weddings, 
etc. for the Holy Resurrection Armenian Church of South Mi !waukee, 
I feel that an official letter would be appropriate from you, 
designating me as the arranger for clergymen in the event I myself 
cannot be available; directing this letter to the attention of 
my Parish Council Chairman Mr. Sarkis Cherkinian. This will faci 1-
ltate and clarify any questions with regard to my activities 
within the boundrles of the South Mi !waukee community. Perhaps 
the Holy Resurrection Parish Council could likewise be informed. 
As of yet Srpazan Hayr I have not heard from them at a II. Wou I d 
it be proper for me to take the Initiative and cal I them myself, 
now that you have verbally communicated this arrangement to them? 
Please advise me as I wish only to do what is propitious to your 
directions. 

With filial love and respect, 

~-~ 
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 

me 



Mr. Jack Mahdasian 
3717 Astoria Drive 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Mr. Mahdasian: 

July 22, 1986 

Thank you for your letter of May 28, and for your kind words of 
congratulation on the occasion of our new term of service to the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America. We are grateful to our 
Lord for enabling us to serve His church and the Armenian community, 
and hope to continue in the service of our Lord and family of our 
church as long as it is possible. 

We appreciate your concern and thoughts about the unfortunate 
split in the Armenian Church. We pray that loyalty to our church 
rules will prevail in order to open the way towards the unity of 
the Armenian Church. May the guidance of our Lord lead us to the 
achievement of this God-pleasing goal. 

May the Lord bless you and your loved ones, always. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



3717 Astoria Drive 
Racine, WI 53402 
May 28, 1986 

His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian 
His Eminence Archbishop Torkoom Manoogian 

Dear Prelate: 

Greetings in the precious name of our risen Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. I hope this letter finds you well in health 
and in spirit. 

Let me begin by congratulating you both in your being re-elected 
to another term in office. May God grant you wisdom and 
understanding in serving the Armenian people regarding church 
and social affairs. 

I write to you concerning a most temperamental subject; that 
of the schism that exists between our churches. How strange 
it seems that the grandchildren of the first nation to proclaim 
Christianity as its state religion are separated by the events 
surrounding a political gathering earlier this century. What 
would our founding church fathers say? Is it not a shame that 
our nation having endured persecution after persecution is 
not able to overlook this minor (in relation to history) 
incident? 

Furthermore, if we as an Orthodox Church speak of God's 
forgiveness and love, how can we not forgive and love one 
another? Biblical passages are strewn throughout admonishing 
us to "love our neighbor" and even to "love our enemy". The 
Hayr Mer which we recite weekly at our church service tells 
us to "forgive those who trespass against us" (Matt 6:9-13). 
Immediately after teaching the disciples to pray Jesus says, 
"For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, 
then your Father will not forgive your transgressions" (Matt 
6:14,15). Have we become callous to these strong words? 

If we are not able to forgive one another - despite who is 
"right or wrong", how can we expect God to bless our people 
and our nation? If we can not embrace one another with brotherly 
love and affection, how can we expect church growth, spiritual 
awakening, and national prosperity? Others have put aside 
their differences, is it not time we did so also? We strive 
for concurrent goalsa recognition of the 1915 Massacre; a 
free and independent Armenia; and spiritual renewel amongst 
or people. Why can we not co-join our efforts in these struggles? 
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I make this appeal to you in the name of humanity, love, and 
God. Let us start anew, begin fresh, and clean the dirty slate 
between us. Let us put aside all malice, bitterness, and anger, 
that God may be pleased to dwell again amongst the Armenians. 
My dear Prelates, if you do not speak out, who will? Will you 
not make this your highest priority for your new term? 

Grace be with you. "Now the God of peace, who brought up from 
the dead the Great Shepard of the sheep through the blood of 
the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every 
good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing 
in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen" (Hebrews 13a20,21). 

I anxiously await your response. 

In His Hope & His Service 

c}!r li !!:tf!v!{//d 
Jack A. Mahdasian 



Jack Mahdasian is a young man who has just finished a Bible college 
in Dearfield, Illinois. 

He is a member of St. Hagop Church in Rachine (Antelias). 

Fr. Garabed sees him occasionally as he associates with 
Diocesan ACYOA members and comes occasionally to St. Mesrob 
sponsored affairs or dances. 

His mother and father are alive, they are church going 
people, he has a younger sister. 

July 8, 1986 
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July 16, 1986 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Fr. Garabed: 

Thank you for your letter of June 11, regarding the donation for 
the renovation project of the Soorb Hovhannes Church in Sisyan, Armenia. 

A gift was presented to His Holiness Catholicos Vazken I, Supreme 
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, on the occasion of the 30th 
anniversary of his enthronement, and His Holiness designated the renova
tion of the church in Sisyan. 

The Diocesan Council functions in the name of the Diocese, and 
there was no need for Diocesan Assembly approval. The Council approved 
a maximum gift of $30,000 for this project at its meeting held on 
September 20, 1985, and we have asked the Diocesan parishes to undertake 
each a certain amount which we believe does not overburden any parish. 
It is indeed a worthwhile project in honor of His Holiness Catholicos 
Vazken I. 

May the Lord bless you and your loved ones with His love and wisdom, 
always. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

H.E. Abp. T. Manoogian, Primate and 
President of the Diocesan Council 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

-160$ ~-tie~ ~~ C!)f~ 53-102 

414-639-0531 

UP. UlJUPfltfJ 1,ll.Bll.USIJ. tbll.BB t;t,t;'l.lJB"flB 

~~BU,.t, fl""U~lJ.tUCt 

June 11, 1986 

We are in receipt of your June 5th, 1986 letter regarding the refurbish
ment and renovations of the Soorb Hovhannes Church of Sisyan in Armenia. 
Also we have noted the 'suggested' donation to be made in the name of 
our parish/parishioners. 

Before embarking upon a fund raising program for this worthwhile and 
noble task, we do have some question with regard to the nature of such 
an undertaking and certain ambiguities in this letter attempting to ex
plain the announced intentions to His Holiness last fall. 

Firstly, has this proposal in the name of our diocese ever been brought 
to the entire Diocesan Assembly at an annual gathering seeking its 
approval to undertake this task in the name of our diocese and further 
the approving of the $30,000.00 allocation? When did this occur? 

Secondly, as the letter is worded it appears as the "Diocesan Council 
wishes to underwrite the expenses", not the Diocese of the Armenian 
Church. Is the Council acting in violation of our By-laws? 

Thirdly, is not this gift being presented "in honor of the Vehapar's 
30th Anniversary" to the Catholicate rather than to him personally? 
Perhaps the intention of the letter was to convey that; The Diocese of 
the Armenian Church of America in honor of the 30th Anniversary of His 
Holiness Lord Lord Vasken I wishes to gift the renovation of Soorb 
Hovhannes Church in Armenia to the Catholicate in Holy Etchmiadzin. 

Is this interpretation in accord with the intention of the good will 
and gesture of the Diocesan Council? 

We would appreciate a clarification of our questions enclosed in this 
letter to better able us to respond to this appeal. 

For the Parish Council and 
Parish of St. Mesrob, Racine, WI 

/t~~ 
Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

/ 

~Suk. ~C-h k. · ar ~s er ~n~an 
Chairm.<~n 

\. 

' 
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September 25, 1985 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochaldan, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Fr. Garabed' 

We have received your letter of September 18, inviting us to 
attend the meeting of St. Nersess Seminary Alumni Association, 
October 31-November 2, 1985. 

Unfortunately the date coincides with a number of other commit
ments we have, therefore it would be impossible for us to attend. 

Since Archbishop !iran will be present at the meeting, we suggest 
that you ask him to anoint and consecrate the Sacred Image for your 
chapel. 

May the Lord bless you and your loved ones always with His love 
and wisdom. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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414-639-0531 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, 
President of the Board of Directors of 
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

u. lfburnlTI z.u.sa. bllb'l.b81'\ 

September 18, 1985 

RECEIVED SEP 2 0 1985 

As you have been informed by Father Mardiros Chevian, Director of 
St. Nersess Seminary, the formal formation of an Alumni Associa
tion has taken place. Our first meeting took place in May of 
1985 in Bayside, New York coinciding with the Diocesan Assembly. 
At that gathering it was agreed to hold the first of our official 
gatherings at the Seminary in the month of October. Upon every
one's agreement, the dates of October 31, 1985 through November 
2, 1985 (Thursday through Saturday) were designated for this our 
first gathering. I was appointed as pro-tem chairperson until 
our first official elections at this gathering. 

As chairperson and on behalf of the Alumni Association, I extend 
to Your Eminence as President of the Board of Directors, an invita
tion to be present with us on that weekend. Also that Archbishop 
Tiran Nersoyan will grace us with his presence as well. 

At the conclusion of the three day meeting, a Divine Liturgy of 
Thanksgiving will be celebrated in the Soorp Hagop Chapel. On 
this occasion an Icon of the Three Heirarchs of The Armenian 
Church -- St. Gregory The Enlighter, St. Gregory of Datev and 
St. Gregory of Narek will be presented to the Seminary Chapel for 
one of the side altars. It is our hope that with your participa
tion you may anoint and consecrate this Sacred Image for our 
chapel, In the event you are unable to share in this occasion 
may Your Eminence delegate such a liturgical responsibility to 
another presiding prelate. 

We ask for your continued prayers and support for this Alumni 
body and that the works which we undertake for the benefit of 



His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian September 18, 1985 
Page Two 

St. Nersess, and most importantly the Armenian Church will be fruit
ful and filled with grace for the glory of God and our Armenian 
faithful. 

With filial respect, 

Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pro-tem Chairman 
St. Nersess Seminary Alumni Association 

me 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

September 18, 1985 

Mr. Michael Kermian, Director of Operations 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Dear Michael: 

As we continue to meet with our NDA Executive Committee, 
some more ~uestions ha~e arisen which need clarification. 

Firstly in your response.to our initial inquiries, one 
point regarding the Sunday Celebrant for Badarak was still 
vague. You stated Srpazan Hayr suggested one bf the 
'visiting' clergy --which visiting - those from Armenia 
specifically or any of the cLergy 'visiting' Racine? 

Second - Will there be a special dining room/area needed 
for the Primate during his lunching at the Church complex? 
Will he meet with special groups over lunch? 

Thirdly -.Security committee wishes to know who other 
than the Primate will be transported to and from the hotel 
and church; reason being to have an adequate size vehicle 
to use. 

Finally will you supply us with a master mailing list for 
the information packets, hotel registrations, etc. 

Prayerfully, 

:f~t-~ 
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

me 



August 22, 1985 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53172 

Dear Fr. Garabed: 

As requested, we are sending a "St. Vartan Award" for one of 
your parishioners. We shall kindly ask you to insert his name 
on the award before presentation. 

Enclosure 

With prayers, 

Fr. Khajag Barsamian 
Vicar General 



JuRe 19, 1985 

Mr. William Boyd 
President 
JobnsoA Foundation 
Box 547 
Racine. WI 53401 

Oear Hr. lloyd: 

we t\an before us copies of the corresponGence bettteen th'fl Rev. Fr. Garabed 
K&chaktan. pastor of St. tiesrob Ar~eniiu Chureh iJJ Racine, and yourSielf. The 
correspondence concerns tbe. Racine Armenian c~ntty•s request for the Johnson 
Foundation's assistance 1n presenting a program to commemorate the seventieth 
anniversary of the A~en1an Genocide, a tragic historical event which is 
observed by Arl'fenians throughout the world each year on Apri 1 24. 

tle wre disappointed to read your respoAse to the request. since tt.e Armenian 
Genocide is not a •controversial subject,• requirfng •non-partisan aRd D&lanced 
presentation of t.ae arguments.• but unfortunate reality. 

The Armenian Genocide is a fully dvcu~ented historical fact in the archives of 
~any countries around the world, ir.clQding our own. One might just as well 
state taht the HolocAust never occurred, as some professed fiazi d1d in Skokie. 
Illinois, several years &go. 

The •question• Fr. Kccbak1an refer$ to is not wbether tbe genocide occurred, bat 
how to deal with the sbock of the most destructive event in our nat1on•s long 
history -· a shock fro~~t wh1cb our people are still reeling •• and how to advance· 
the research and scholarship needed to make liP for the cultg,ral losses we 
suffered. Your organization would have provided a foru. for our communtty to 
discuss these vital issues, and to brins them to the attention of others. 
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On behll f of the Anantaa coaawntty of Racine, and the more thAn fhe hundred 
thousand Americans of Armenian descent in the United States • tncludtng victims 
of the genocide, some of wbOII are to be found 1n Ractne .. we s1ncere1y hope and 
pray that w ay count on the cooperation, understa&Mf1ng and support of your 
organization in the future. To that end, we are enclos1ag soae literature wh1cb 
~e hope you will find enlt;-teata;. 

Sincerely, 

Jflchael «. Kenu1an 
DirK tor 

be: !lev. Fr • GaraW K.oehakiau 



Sylvia -

Enclosed is the draft ~~ of a response to the Johnson 
Foundation from the Primate which you had requested from me about 

two weeks ago. Sorry it's late. 

Please let Lynn know when the letter is sent so that 

she may mail them the literature referred to i at the end. 

Call me if you have any questions. 



To tbe Primate, from m. Gurahian 

Draft of letter to Johnson Foundation (~ see attached) 

mr. William Boyd, President 
Johnson Foundation 
Box 547 
Racine, WI 53401 

Dear mr. Boyd, 

We axexi~xxe~i have before us copies of the correspondence 

between the Reverend Fr. Garabed Kochakian, pastor of St. mesrob 

Armenian Church in Racine, and yourself. The correspondence con

cerns the Racine Armenian community's request for the Johnson 
J71''-Sen+ir>f 

Foundation's assistance inAa program to commemorate the seventieth 

anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, a tragic historical event 

which is observed by Armenians throughout the world each year 

on April 24t~. ~r Oi~cese l1as desigJiaLed JlirreteeJI eigi•Ly=Fios= 

!abe Year of Rememh:ciilliiii!!Ei"l 

1d.!":ffa~iU•e~! OI~Y LESBP~OIHans, 008 

1 djsmay~~ to read your response to the 

We were 

j 

\ 
I Howeve it', .. a& . .f.t:..--~~·~~~..,......,.~~,.......,.....,~ .... ""-'~~.I....QJ;.-J;;.WJ;:J..I-J.;I.:.t.J , 

I ...,.t.lJ.ik,;JQbc s.cn-: t;..aUflo8e<~~~l"te1~!lt,.,.,j~lll4iii> 

' A 
\ f =~-not a "controversial subject," requ1r1ng "non-partisan and ---

banced presentation of the argument"}:·~~ ;;:pv"~ ~, 
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The Armenian Genocide is a fully documented historical fact in 

the archives of many countries around the world, including our 

own. One might just as well state that the Holocaust never 

occurred, as some professed Nazis did in Skokie, Illinois, 

several years ago. ~ the zlel-il"'soil F Ubi ·~aLl ail 1 :a!!!!l . "fli•• ~&: 11 &1 t b.e 
t~er i ty to call the HpJ nral'lilt ii "li&:~i'i:Po ± a44 > •.• a J• 

v ~ L .;:J Cl :.:1: o::l u D .J ~ L; L , ' ~ t: .~ c ±"i I g 
us, .regretfplly, tg C4iR~l.wliiiQ i;hai; i;hliii'O. .... ,i,s a lack of integrit¥-
.i:O YQI'P eleciston-making"' proc~~ • 

The "question" Fr. Kochakian refers to is not whether 
the genocide occurred, but how to deal with the shock of the 

most destructive event in our natiori~~ long history ~-• shock 

from which our people are still ~eeling -- and how to advance the 
research and scholarship needed to make up for the cultural 

losses we suffered. Your organizationu(ould have provided a 

forum for our community to discuss these vital issues, and 
~---to bring them to the attention of others. 

than _.tw.c--f:tUf'tdrel:t crm11:"wenl y- H ~ 1!!1 H"' ·members .~:E ... .£1.\:LL. ~--~J],qr e s s ... 
•a..... .... ~c,... ....... ~ 

have co-sponsored Ci.--t~tttttf'Fideclaring April 24th a day of 

remembrance (Jf~a~'s inhumanity to man and speciffa'lly referring 
. . .. ·-·~·"•'•''"'""" " 

to the Armenian Genocide •. To.e J~--f.:~da-tion was in a 

position to strike a blow for human rights, but it declined to 

do so. 

On behalf of the Armenian community of Racine, and the 

more than five hundred thousand America~s of Armenian descent in 

the United States - including victims of the genocide, some of 

whom are to be found in Racine - we sincerely hope and pray that 

we may count on the cooperation, understanding and support of 

your organization in the future. To that end, we are sending 

to you, under separate cover, some literature which we hope 
you will find enlightening. 



/ 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate and 
President of the Diocesan Council 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

Apr i 1 1 7 , 19 8 5, 

Enclosed you shall find a aeries of letters and documents concern
ing our April 24th C~mmemoration we had hoped to conduct in Racine. 
The documents speak for themselves and should be clear. I feel as 
our community ~eader in America you should have full knowledge of 
our successes and failu~~s. I regret that our attempts initially 
failed at sponsoring this 70th Commemoration with the Johnson 
Foundation. 

We were able to have a most successful program finally without ~heir 
help but it surely would hav~ gained greater visibility had we succeed 
with them. 

Should you have any further question concerning the enclosures, please 
do not hesitate to ask either Der Tateos or myself. 

Perhaps a response to th• Johnson Fourtdation from a more official 
diocesan level may help in raising our dismay and bring this body's 
attention closer to the seriousness of our plight. 

Your unworthy servant, 

~.~~It(~~ 

APRIL 24 COMMEMORATION 
COMMITTEE 

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

Mr. William Boyd 
Johnson Foundation 
Box 547 
Racine, WI 53401 

Dear Mr. Boyd: 

460S 8.US flit..t, ~~ fN'~ S3402 
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April 15, 1985 

This past week I received an announcement of the forthcoming "Day of Re
membrance of the Victims of the Holocaust" program sponsored by the 
Racine Holocaust Committee in an envelope from the Johnson Foundation. 
To be very open and frank with you, I am quite bothered by this since we 
as an Armenian Community in Racine had approached The Johnson Foundation 
last October for support in presenting a similar program on the 'Armenian 
Question'. I cannot understand the reason why your foundation has visi
bly shown support for the Jewish Community and their cause and has written 
our program in a sense "Off" because of as you stated in your November 
30th letter "Our policies require that whenever a controversial subject 
is dealt with we insure non-partisan and balanced presentation of the 
arguments, issues and facts. 

We are quite offended by the support your foundation has offered to the 
Jewish Community and at the same time has refused to the Armenian Com
munity. This double standard should not exist. 

The fact that their (Jewish) announcement has come, enclosed in an en
velope marked Johnson Foundation, speaks for itself. 

We our co~mittee is quite saddened and disheartened firstly because of 
the inability to have your support in promoting our program and secondly 
seeing that a similar program bas been endorsed by your foundation. 

The 'fears' you so stated in your respcnse letter to my original pro
posal of not having a 'balanced presentation' as you call it would have 
been precluded in every way had your foundation questioned our inten
tions further. 

Having attended several programs at Wingspread, I must confess that many 
did not have those 'balanced, non-partisan' factors which seemed to be 
an-obstacle in your foundation's willingness to help our cause. 



.- ii/1' 

Mr. William Boyd -2- April 15, 1985 

I do regret having to so negatively respond but in the name of our 
community I must so share our committee's dismay and offense. 

Respectfully, 

Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

Enc. 
me 

cc: Mr. Samuel C. Johnson - Chairman 
Board of Trustees 
Johnson Foundation 

cc: Ms. Catherine B. Cleary - Vice President, Secretary 
Suite 716 
735 North Water Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

cc: Lovice Becker, Program Co-ordinator 
cc: Rita Goodman, Vice Chairman 
cc: Henry Halstead, Vice President 
cc: Richard Kinch, Program Associate 

c/o Box 547 
Racine, WI 53401 

cc: Mr. James w. Allen - Board of Directors 
cc: 
cc: 
cc: 
cc: 

Robben w. Fleming 
Patricia A. Graham 
Robert M. O'Neil 
Donald s. Perkins 
c/o Box 547 
Racine, WI 53401 
Envelopes Marked PLEASE 

II II " 
" " " 
II " " 
II " II 

FORWARD 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

Mr. William Boyd, President 
Johnson Foundation 
Box 547 
Racine, Wisconsin 53401 

Dear Mr. Boyd: 

-lfJOS 8.u. ~ ~·,.., CN'~ s.J-#O~ 
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October 24, 1984 

Having been directed by Mr. Richard Kinch, I am writing to you with 
regard to a possible prograa to be presented in Racine, which I believe 
is of a timely and social concern to the general public. 

This coming year 1985, the Armenian communities throughout the world 
will be observing and commemorating with appropriate programs the 70th 
Anniversary of the first genocide of this century perpetrated by the 
Ottoman Turkish government upon the Armenians in 1915. A systematic 
plan was devised by the government at that time to remove the presence 
of Armenian people from the Turkish empire through any means possible; 
extermination, torture, deportation. On April 24th, 1915 this attempt 
began and through the ensuing months and years one and a half million 
Armenian people were barbaricly murdered. Until today the Turkish 
government has outwardly denied this human tragedy in world history. 

This heinous act was the prelude to the Jewish experience of their 
holocaust perpetrated by the Germans. Hitler himself, following the 
actions of the Turks stated "after all who remembers the Armenians", 
meaning the world forgot. 

Fortunately for the Jews, the German deeds of such inhumanity have been 
acknowledged in history and retribution extended. But the Armenian 
question remains unresolved. 

Our concerns as a community are not only focused on our own experience 
but in a broader sense the ramification this 'denial' of inhuman action 
may have in the future on other innocent peoples who could be victim 
of unacknowledged, and unaccounted for genocidal acts. Those who per
petrate such deeds are indeed accountable to humanity and cannot escape 
such sacrilege they have performed on human life. Such accountability 
can at least evoke the need to uphold the sanctity of human life. 
The Armenian experience yet unresolved is a classic example. 



Mr. William Boyd, President 
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Aa a church community, we are bound to pursue resolve to the "Armenian 
Question". Alao local Armenian organizations are bound and committed 
to this task. You should also be aware that this question of the 
genocide has occupied the work of many non-Armenian U.S. Representa
tives who have been working to achieve a just solution. Presently this 
issue has been before the House of ReRzesentatives on several levels 
and recently by majority vote April ~d'has been proclaimed as a 
national day of remembrance in America of "Man's Inhumanity to Man", 
based on the Armenian experience. 

My proposal is to have a program presented on this topic in April of 
1985, under the auspices of the Johnson Foundation and with a joint 
Sponsorship of the local Armenian community and the various Armenian 
organizations. To be considered in this joint endeavor with the Founda
tion would be the Knights of Vartan, The Armenian General Benevolent 
Union and the St. Mesrob Armenian Church Community. 

I envision a full day program that would present 2 or 3 speakers for 
which we could arrange. I would also see the need for a suitable 
honorarium for their presentations as well as coats for-lodging and 
transportation. 

The scope of this program by way of those attending would be similar to 
the programs presented at Wingspread and Prairie School. Local clergy
men, university professors, teachers, educators, historians and social 
professionals could be invited. 

These are but a few considerations 1 envision presently. I would appre
ciate an opportunity to speak with you personally to further explore 
the realization of such a program for the greater Racine area. 

Looking forward to the pleasure of our meeting, 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

cc: Mr. Richard Kinch 

me 



THE JOHNSON FOUNDATION 

RACINE. WISCONSIN 53401-0547 

OFFICE OF TH£ PREStDEHT 

November 30, 1984 

The Reverend Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Rac:ine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Reverend Kochakian: 

Your letter of October 24 has been a tough one to respond 
to. It raises an important issue and proposes an interesting 
meeting that could be educational for many persons who 
might attend. Normally that is the kind of opportunity to 
which we respond affirmatively. In this case, however, I 
feel compelled to respond with regrets. Our policies require 
that whenever a controversial subject is dealt with we insur.e 
non-partisan and balanced presentation of the arguments, 
issues and facts. That does not seem within our reach on 
this subject, and I fear that our attempt might come to grief. 

I would, of course, be willing to meet with you personally 
at any mutually convenient time, but I did not wish to make 
an appointment that might suggest an affirmative answer to 
the proposal contained in your letter. 

I do regret having to disappoint you in a matter of such 
importance to you and your parishioners. 

/ Sincerely yours, . 

w~~ ~ 
William B. B~y~ \ 

be 

cc: Richard Kinch 

14141 639-321 1 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

July 13, 1988 

Rev• Fr. George Geha, Executive Director 
Antiochian Village Conference Center 
Route 711 North 
P.O. Box 638 
Ligonier, PA 15658 

Dear Fr. George: 

Thank you so very much for your May 6 letter regarding 
Antiochian Village and the forthcoming museum and displays 
you are organizing. 

~ wrote to our Primate, Archbishop Manoogian regarding 
your request and recently received an answer from him. 
Relative to finances he asked me to tell you, presently 
there is no budget to allow our financial participation. 
However, our diocesan Information Center will be transpos
ing a wealth of Armenian source material onto microfiche 
and would be happy to share this information with you 
for use in the library and cultural museum. 

If you have any further inquiries, please address them to: 

Ms. Syraun Palvetzian 
Information Center 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

We wish you every success in your endeavors. 

Prayerfully, 

~.~,. ~t(,J..J-: 
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 

Icc: Archbishop Torkom, Primate 

me 



.. 

Mrs. Rose Akgulian 
422 South Street 
Racine, Wisconsin '3402 

Dear Rose: 

October 27, 1987 

We thank you for your letter of September 16, 1987. 
We are grateful for your kind gift to the Racine parish 
in memory of Sahag Akgulian. That two young people will 
now be given additional opportunity to Jearn more about 
their church, is wonderful; just as inspiring to us is 
that you have chosen to honor Sahag in this way. 

God bless you and may your every endeavor continue 
to be imbued with His Spirit and grace. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



s~ptember 16, 1987 

Archbishop Torkoom Manoogian 
3t. Nersess Seminary Board of Directors 
150 Stratton itoad 
New H.ochelle, New York 10804 

Your Grace: 

The following is for your information. 

11 Two yeady $160.0(1 schohrships in the name of Sahag Akgulian 
will be granted to St. i1esrob young pe9ple who plan to attend 
the St. Nersess summer studies program. The recipients for 
the 1987 year were James Hardy and Tamar Kazarian. 

Sahag Akgulian, for whc-n the scholarshiP fund w::~s established, 
was the eldest of fot,r sons born to Avak and Zarouhy Akgulian, 
founding members of the St. r,iesrob Parish. Avak Akp:ulian, 
originally from T~omarza was on the original Board of Trustees 
of St. llilesrob and built the altar of the Church modeled after 
the altar of the Vank in Tomarza. :tl..rs. Akgulian, from Karaman, 
was a talented sea11.stress and sewed many of the vestmP-nts used by 
the 3t. Hesrob clergy &nd was active in thP- 1;fomen 1 s Guild and 
Diocesan Auxiliary organizations. 

Sahag and his brothers follifed their parents footstflps and served 
the church faithfully·. He served many terms as Parish Council 
member and chairman, on the Building Corrunittee and was always avail
able to serve where his community and ch11rch needed him. 

!v1r. Akgulian was a mechanical engineer at the Jacobsen Hanuf'acturing 
Sompany in H.acine, where he designed many of the new products ann 
had numerous patents to his name. T-Ie had served with honor for 
three and a half years during \•lorld \rJar II in the Philli pine area. 
He passerl away in January of 1985. Survivors include his wife 
Rose, who has served on the Bo;:\rd of Directors of St. Nersess, and 
four children, Laura Akgulian, Hark Akguli;m, Hargueri te Guglielmo, 
and Nicholas Akgulian. 

In recognition of Sahag 1lkgulianis devotion to his church and his 
community, hj s fami.ly and friends have established the Sahag Akgulian 
Hemorial Fund for two yearly scholarships to St. Nersess. 11 

Respectfully yours, 

J/!) 
,_ trv< c:..;J~~ 

Rose Akgulian 

cc: P..rchbishop Tiran Nersoyan 
Rev. Mardiros Chevian 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 
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March 23, 1987 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church in America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

Enclosed is an announcement of the upcoming program God with 
us: A Festival of Icons in which our church is participating 
and bringing the Armenian presence and contributions to this 
occasion of celebration. 

Musically and artistically we shall be represented and our 
tri-Wisconsin Armenian parishes have been invited to join 
together especially the musical soiree on May 8th. 

I have been working on this planning committee since February 
of 1986 and must comment that our efforts appear presently 
to be worthwhile for all who attend. 

I shal I keep you apprised of further developments. 

Your Obedient Son, 

:fA.~/ 
Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 

En c. 
me 



St. .Mesrob Armenian Apostolic GLurcL 

4605 Erie Street Racine, Wiacoaaia 53402 

634-6550 

Diocese of the Armenian Church 
of America 

630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

} 

June 25, 1982 

Your Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 

Enclosed are copies of two Parish Assemblies. One of 
which was held April 25, 1982, just prior to the 
Diocese Assembly and the second Parish Assembly was 
held May 23, 1982. 

The minutes of both of these Parish Assemblies are 
being sent to you for your perusal and approval. 

Encl. 

P.S. 

Yours truly, 

'~:s~ Jh~~an 

Mr. Stoneson, please send our church in English, 
the verificatj_onof the newly elected trustees 
for 1982 •. Thank you! 

~::--
) 

A 'i~ 
t .nlv 

' I V 
\) !J ...... 



'Parish Assembly of April 25, 1982 was called to order by Parish 

Council Chairman George Stevoff. The invotcation was given by 

Deacon Charles Hardy. 

Minutes of the previous Parish Assembly of February 14, 1982 

were read and approved. The count of the members present 

revealed there were 32 in attendance and it was decided that a 

2/3 majority vote would be necessary as there was not a qorum 

present. 

The upcoming Diocesan Assembly proposals and amendments were 

read and discussed. 

Parish Council Chairman George Stevoff informed the delegates 

and authorized Parish Council Trustees that there was going to 

be a Midwest Regional Conference meeting on Wednesday, April 28th 

in Waukegan, Illinois. 

Discussion was held that publications are not very prompt from 

the Diocese and this includes the receiving of church calendars. 

It was further stated that varification of newly elected Trustees 

should be more timely from the Diocese. 

Mrs Rose Akgulian suggested that Racine host the Diocesan Assembly 

for next year. There was no discussion on this subject. 

Mr Sam Akgulian gave a report for the Projects Committee and 

stated that their committee requested for the following projects 

in mind. 

- 1 -



.. 

1) New lawn tractor 

2) Self-propelled lawn mower 

3) Painting exterior of parish home 

4) Aluminum facia on church proper 

?) New altar curtain 

6) New hot water tank 

7) Parking lot sealer 

8) Trees for church property 

All of the above items totaled the sum of $10,o8?.oo, which would 

be added to our present 1982 budget if approved. Motion was made 

and seconded that the Projects Committee proceed with the above 

request. Discussion was held and a vote taken wich was in the 

negative. After further discussion on the above matter, a second 

vote was taken and the motion was carried unaminiously. 

Meeting was adjoJ~ed at 12:20 p.m. 

~(Jk, 
~~herkinian ~ 

Secretary 

- 2 -



.. .. 

Parish assembly was held on May 23, 1982, conunencing at 11:20 a.m. 

The assembly was called to order by parish council chairman, George 

Stevoff. 

The minutes of the previous parish assembly of April 25, 1982 was 

read and approved. 

Chairman George Stevoff gave a brief report on the Diocese Assembly 

and stated that our Primate Torkom Manoogian was reelected for a 

5th four year term and the financial condition of our Diocese is 

in much better shape than it has been in the past, due to the 

efforts of a CPA handling the accounts. Stevoff also reported that 
0 

the Unity guidelines were approved by a vote of two to one. The 

resolution on violence was read in its entirety and that our Diocese 

did not condone such action. 

The proposals and resolutions were read and our assembly informed 

as to which ones were approved and disapproved and those that were 

laid over. 

The unity guidelines will be mailed to our members in the future, 
• 

per their request. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

/- ({l~j?-' 
C~nian ~ 

• 



St. Mesroh Armenian Apostolic Church 
4605 ERIE STREET • RACINE, WISCONSIN .li340~ 

414-639-0531 

U · lfbUrn"' Z.US8 · b~t;'lb8J'\ 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

February 7. 1983 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian. Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York. New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr. 

This is to confirm your letter dated January 28. 1983 
with regard to your forthcoming Pastoral Visit to 
St. Mesrob on the week end of September 17th thru 
19th. 

We shall apprise you of details as they are planned. 

With filial love. 

~·l~.Cf~~~· 
Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

me 



September 18, 1984 

The Reverend F'r. Garabed !Coehakian 
Pastor, St. Mesrot) Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Father Gar abed: 

Enclosed is the guidebook for planning, administering and supervising 
the Diocesan assembly, as requested in your letter of September 12. 

You shall indeed find a wealth or information, and wish you reading 
power and patience. 

All is going well here. The One World Festival was a great succest. 

I trust you are well. 

Respectfully, 

Michael M. Kel"'lian 
Director 

Enclosure 



1't14l Reverend il'at!ler Ga~ loeha\dan 
Pu tor, St.. Me&rob .ll"''\WliM ChUrch 
4605 Erie s-.reet 
Bac:ine, V1scona1n S3402 

We have received* letter dated~ a. ltM hell tne areen
field parish reganUng the services of a priest.. 

We agree vi t.b t.he propos4Kl plan and ar~ts ••• an4 
eneloae bei"CtW1 tn a c:cpy or the letter • for JOW" tarormau.cn. 

c.e. Parian Council CM!man 
Greenfield tavab 

PrayertW.ly, 

~ .. _, .. ~,,,~·-.,~·· ~--.,..,. 



His Eminence 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Surpazan Hayr: 

ST. JOHN ARME!'\IA~ CHliRCH 

7825 West Layton Avenue 
Greenfield, Wisconsin 53220 

Tel: 414-282-1670 

l-lc.rch 26, 1984 

As you are aware St John's Armenian Church in Greenfield is without the 
services of a priest. ~le have had communication with you and with other area 
parishes, regarding the possibility of obtaining the services of a full time 
priest, and during the interim, the services of a visiting clergyman. 

Harry Torosian and myself were invited by the Parish Council of St Mesrob's 
Armenian Church in Racine Wisconsin, to discuss the possibi~ity of retaining 
the services of Father Garabed Kochakian. We attended their Parish Council 
meeting, on the evening of t·1arch 5th, 1984. ·, 

They were very responsive to our needs, and with your blessing, they will allow 
Father Garabed to~reform services at our Greenfield Church on a regular 
basis. n1e Service would· be preformed on Saturday, once a month, until we 
obtain the services of a full time priest. 

Upon your approval the St John 1 s· Parish Council would provide the St Mesrob 
Parish Council with a schedule for Saturday services. 

We respectfully ask that you consider this proposal. If you should approve 
of this arrangement, your written approval would be presented to the Racine 
Parish Council. A formal sched~le for Saturday Services would then be 
initiated. 

-Respectfully yours, 

Edward Kargenian 
Vice Chairman 

. :
1 lw tiL~ c:/~11 (~~~·-~---

Alice Kaishian 
Secretary 



Fttbruary 10, 1984 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakidn 
St. r~sr® Armenhn Chut•ch 
4t>OS £r1" St. 
RaciM, Wl 53402 

O~ar Uer Hayr: 

This is to confirm our plafli to oold a re-qtonaJ puhltt relat1ons workshop in 
your" area OR S.turda3. ~1 19~ 1984, to oo hosted by tt\e St. t·1esrob Amtulhn 
Chttr<;n itt Nac itHt. 

lnh workshop will serve tM parhMs of Gr~enf1eld, South Milwaukee. Racine 
and wautegan.. Anutner st~ch wortstt~ w1ll be eU"J"Mt!Je4 for tne parishes of th.e 
cntcago area. 

tftC:htS.d please ffn1 a t~ntat h\l SCrtedule af the WM'kShOJ), \lri'lith will ,Jl SO 
~1ve ~ ind1cat1on af the toptcs being 41scu$sed. Wu plan to start the 
workshop at 10:00 a.'ll. w~, a1<1d t&t»e to clQse 1t by 4:00 p.~. I plan to 
remain oo hand aft~r the c a·se of trte worts¥lop for any otner $tatters related 
to eitt~r Pn ur the BEMA, and welcome a"y meeting 1naivlduals ~Yld like to 
arrange for Pit. purposes during t#lat tine. 

There are t~ lO<.Jse ~nfts. You will notice tn.at tM workshop calls for a 
suest speater. 1 •• try1ag to get ~ople fr08 that ttrea who !rill c~ and 
SPQ6R oo a r~lated matter., A professional journal ht tV advertising or PR 
person would be ldeal. For instance, in th& !hrUord YIOrkshop, we hope to 
have John Zakarian,. Editorial Page Edit~ of rtartford Courant CQN and speal< 
about PR fro-;a tile ed1tor•s or publisner•s prespecttve .. Another ~ssfb1l1ty 
~iould be Courant p.hOtf)jrapber t<trk tiatsian speiik1ng on prtotos for pubHcfty 
tntrposes. 



.. 

D~ you have such a person in your area that we migttt be ablt: to invite to 
speak for 15-20 m1nut~t an a relat~d topic? I had in <l)1nd the g!<!nt.leman 1!'no 
took your picture with the Pr1m~te and had the item in the Milwaukee 
Jourm\1. I believe Ms na~ was O~v1dian or Otvidoff(?), Would h~.t bfl' 9001J 
in your ottinion? Anothe-r person I have in •<~ind is lorene Skinner, P~ contact 
for the Palos par1s."l wno did a fiWAgn1flcent job em thil Assernol.Y and the 
c.onsecratioo Pi< for their church. Stm couH speak 1_m the Plt f.Jroc~tu as she 
did it so well .. 

If you feel o1li! of tnese "'fl 1 i:l~t a;ipropriate, please adv1S« me and P 11 
pur$tHt ft w1tl\ }-ou. If you tlltve anott~er person ar persons 1n ruind that iiOOld 
oe even better, I •,, OP4m to su~HJest1c.ms. 

The second uJatter h that of lunch. I am oop1n~ your parish will be able to 
provid~ ~ lunch and coffee tnrou;,Jnout Ute day for the p4rticipants. I don•t 
ant1c1pate t lar~ number, maybe lD at the 1aost. If your parish is willing 
to underwrite the expenses. I *d be grateful end owa the uarish a favor. If 
not. ple.!!sa let me t<now and f4e•ll work. out another c-ptioo.. I do not want to 
ask part1c1pants to pay -- the wrksnop should be a servicce ~ provfl1e them. 

f\lease advise ll!ft oo these t.wo it~:,ns at your earl1est convenience. In the 
meanwn11e~ I wi 11 be sending a l*.!tter to the priest$ and parhh councfl 
cha1 rmen of tha ft»ur parishes • infoN)ti~g thttm of thh workshop. 

I 1 ook forward to d01ng tite tWrKsttop ilnd Z~l so to tx"1nq t<W1th you on April 7 
ftn' the Spirftual Renewal Conference. aest whh~es to Ho~rta. 

Yours, 

Michael Zeytoon1an 
Director of Puh11c Relations 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
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RACINE AND GREENFIELD HOLD 
CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS CONFERENCE 

On Saturday Feb. 9th, 1985 the Church School teachers of both St. Mesrob 
Armenian Church of Racine and St. John The Baptist Armenian Church of 
Greenfield gathered together for a day long conference at the Sacred 
Heart School of Theology in Franklin, Wisconsin. The theme of the day 
was "Lord Teach Me To Believe". 

The program)attended by 14 teachers from both Sunday Church Schools) was 
arranged by the pastors of the two Churches, Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
and Rev. Fr. Tateos Abdalian. 

The conference opened with a Matins service in which all teachers took 
part. Following worship, a filmstrip and discussion was held concern
ing ''Nurturing Spiritual Growth". The dialogue proved quite helpful 
in terms of Christian parenting, understanding teacher-parent relation
ships, and teacher-student relationships. The discussions led to the 
topical focus of the day)which was how to teach the faith and mystery 
of Jesus Christ and His presence in the lives of the students. 

Suggested paraliturgical experience and examples were brought forth by 
both Fr. Garabed and Fr. Tateos as a means of re-inforcing the lessons 
and planned curriculum for the varying grade levels. 

oletta 
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Racine and Greenfield Hold 
Church School Teachers Conference 

Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

me 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
St. f4esrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine. WI 53402 

Dear Father Garabed: 

May 13, 1986 

On behalf of the Diocesan Council, we extend our appreciation and our 
congratulations to you, the Parish Council and the members of all the com
mittees who worked tirelessly for the Annual Diocesan Assembly in Racine. 

The organization of all the events and the warm and gracious hospi
tality extended to our Delegates and guests were apparent throughout the 
Assembly weekend. 

Without intending to offend anyone of your committee members, we wish 
to extend our special gratitude to the Cha1rman, Mike Garoukian, for his 
excellent leadership in a most difficult and tryin\t assignment. He and his 
committee are to be highly commended for a task well performed and for their 
unselfish devotion and dedication to our Church. 

You may be rightfully proud of your Parish for making a most memorable 
84th Diocesan Assembly. 

Prayerfully. 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 

' I. 



March 11, 1986 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Fr. Garabed: 

The St. John Armenian Church of Southfield, Michigan, is in 
urgent need of courses for the preparation of Deacons, Sub-Deacons, 
and Tebirs. We will appreciate if you will send Fr. Paren copies 
at your earliest convenience. 

With prayers, 

Fr. Khajag Barsamian 
Vicar General 



Mr. George Stevoff 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Mr. Stevoff: 

June 7, 1982 

This is to inform you that we have appointed the Reverend Father 
Garabed Kochakian as the Pastor of St. Mesrob Armenian Church of 
Racine, Wisconsin. 

Father Garabed will assume his pastoral responsibilities on 
August 15, 1982 and will celebrate his first Divine Liturgy at St. 
~1esrob Armenian Church on the same day. 

It would of course be most desirable 1f a recept1on were given 
on that day after the Badarak to introduce Father Garabed to the 
parishioners. 

Kindly let us know the details of the mutual understanding and 
arrangements you have made with Father Garabed. 

~Je look forward to the new service Father Garabed will bring 
to our church and people, strengthened always with God's love 
and guidance. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



s~. ~esrob ~rmen1an Church 
1906 Saturn Ave. 
~ac1ne. ~isconstn 

Dear r. Cherk1n1an: 

~~ e .,.if 'S h to r en i r, d y u v t h a t o u r i a s t. i:d l 1 i n ~} for t !"! •: 1 9JJ 1 
riu~' w"s ~~d~ to your p~r1sn on October 1, 10Sl. 

Carrently. thft're is &fl tHl:Jaid bt'Jl.1ntt~ Df $1~074.0:! duP hi 
t!1t:~ ZdoC'S:s.~ and it 'f>ou1.1 ~h~ r~ost ~PlH"!!!ciated if t!H~ r~nittance 
could b• ~a~e oro~ptly. 

Frank Ava~ia~ ~tn~~son 
Cxec~tive J1rector 



Mr. Sarkis Cherkinian 
1906 Saturn Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Sarkis: 

February 10, 1982 

The Diooesan Council has expressed a sincere wnterest 
in developing guidelines for parishes that"need to be informed 
of "How to Manage a Parish Without a Priest .. " 

we are requesting your parish to undertake this project 
of developing 9iidelines for submittal to the Diocese in 
the form of a report. 

Your comments will be studied and then distributed to 
those parishes that are in need of such information. 

The prompt cooperation of those parishes involved in 
this project would be most appreciated. 

FAS:lh 

Yours respectfully, 

Frank Avakian Stoneson 
Executive Director 



January 10, 1982 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor, St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Father Garabed: 

We refer to our letter dated December 14, 1982 regarding the 
annual visit of His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian to Racine, 
Wisconsin. 

Kindly note that His Eminence has earmarked the weekend of 
October 15 through October 17, 1983 to visit your parish. Kindly 
let us know if this date is convenient to your parish. 

Yours respectfully, 

Sylvia Terzibashian 
Secretary to the Primate 



December 14, 1982 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor, St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Father Garabed: 

We thank you for your letter dated December 1, 1982 addressed to 
His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian concerning the lOth anniver
sary celebration of the St. Mesrob Armenian Churcb. 

As soon as His Eminence returns from Jerusalem, we will let 
you know the date he will be able to visit your parish. 

Yours respectfully, 

Fra~k Avakian Stoneson 
Executive Director 



I 
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St. Mesroh Armenian Apostolic Church 
4605 ERJE STREET • RACINE, WISCONSIN f;340~ 

414-639-0531 

u. LTburnfll z.u.sa. bl4b'tb8~ 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

December 1, 1982 

His Eminence Most Reverend Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

I am writing to you with regard to a letter which was 
sent to your attention dated 29 September 1982 concerning 
the lOth anniversary celebration of the St. Mesrob 
Armenian Church (new building). 

We are in the preliminary stages of planning this event 
and are hopeful that you can grace us with your presence 
that weekend. We are aware that during the fall you 
shall be involved with the Mother See and the Blessing 
of Holy Miuron so we are flexible as to the date of your 
visit to Racine. 

Our preference if possible would be on the weekend of 
the Holy Translators in October of 1983. 

We patiently await your reply, 

Madchim Ee Hambooyr Tzer Adjooyn, 

~- ~ ..... ,... 
Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

.. 



December 10. 1986 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochak1an, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armen1aA Apostolic Church 
4605 (rie .. Street 
Ractne. WI 5340l 

Dear Father Garabed: 

Thank you for your letter of De,ember 3, invtt1ng us to 
celebrate Otvfne Lit~rgy and participate in the various 
activities scheduled at t~e St. Masrob Armenian Church of 
.Rae. i ne # Wisconsin in October 1 f87. 

We will be pleased to visit the aacine parish. and have 
earmarked the weekend of Ottober 30 - November 1 7 1987, for 
this purpose. 

On the occasion of the Nativity of Our lord~ we extend 
to you our best wishes and prayers that the coming year will 
be one of heattn. happ1ness and prosperity for you and 
IIUUIIbers of .vour community. · 

Prayerf~ully, 

Archbtshop Torko• Manoogt~~ 
Pr·imate 



9?1. ~ ~ ~ rrtltwtcA 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

.fGOS8-tie ~ ~~ CN'~ S3402 
414-639-0531 

u. Liburnfll z.u.sa. b~b'tb8t'l 

December 3, 1986 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

As president and on behalf of the parish council, I write 
this letter to confirm in writing the date of October 31 
and November 1st 1987 for your forthcoming visitation to 
the St. Mesrob Armenian Church. As I had shared with you 
at the N.C.C.C. meeting, it is on this occasion that we 
shall have the ordination of four young men to the minor 
orders and one adult to the order of sub-deacon. Also 
we shall be formally dedicating all of our newly installed 
stained glass windows on that weekend. 

Our parishioners look with great joy toward your time with 
us and plans are already being made for the varied activi
ties on that weekend. 

We await your formal acceptance of our invitation and re
quest to have your presence and celebrate the Holy Badarak 
for our faithful communicants of Racine. 

With filial love and respect, 
Your Obedient Son, 

~,j~ 
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council 

me 



. . 
Mr. Sarkis Cherktnian, C-B1rman 
St. Mesrob Armenitn Church 

"' · ., · · · ,. ' · 4 60 5 E r i e S t . 

·:;·, 

RacfnP. WI !3402 

Dear Mr. Cherkin1an: 

Pleas~ be advised th~t tn the absenc~ of a.~ari$h 
. orfest, we nave desfqnated the ,ftf:l'v. ·Fr. Garabed Kochakian 

to act as "Co-Ordinator" of bftotism. weddi"9· funeral ~nd · 
~ther services for th~ Hely ••surreet1on Armenian rhur~- P, .. 

. South Milwaukee. 

I.n th~ -P.vent f'r·. Garabf:G is tHl4ble to peY'f.orllt thr: 
r~qu:1red services for .. tl'l• Soutt} .Mflwaukee !'ads-. b!!(;i.UIP 
.,, his other commitunu, he wi l\ arrtnte: fot an~ttu~r <:ler-. 
gyman .to P•rform th~ requt~ed service,. 

Mav the Lord bless the lle~tbe.rs bf your conunit'W· wi ~h 
His l~ve and wisdom. ~lways. 

.. 
· Arcbbisho~ ltlrk~ ~n9agian 

Prima t• . , 



.-· .. ~~ ' 

Mr. lef f Peter son" Ct!a1 rtta n 
Koly Resurrec~tcn Ar•enian Church 
90J Michigan Ave. 
So. Milwauk&-e, WI 53112 

Oear Mr. Pet.ers0,n; 

Pl~ase be advised tbat in tae absenett or;l:•rtsh _ 
priest, we ttave des1gnated the Rev. Fr_. Garab_•.a pc.,.ti.an 
to •ct as ~'Co-Ol"d1nator• of baotiss. wetttUng. fun ralaad 
ottu~r s~rvices for the Holy Resurrection Ar••n1an Ctutrch of 
South Milwaukee. · · 

lfl the eve~tt f!'r. Garabed is unable to p~rfor• ;Jte 
required services for the South Mfhla.utee partth b&e!tue 
of hfs other eoaai.tsenta, he will arrange for anott.er der

. gyman to Dtrfor• the required services. 

May the lorcl bless the 111eat:.ers of your caMunity wi t.lt 
Rt• love and wisdom~ always • 

.. .,,/ 

~rcttb1shep Tortoa Maneog_tan 
Pri'aate 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

-1605 8-Ue ~ ~~ <H~ 53-102 
414-639-0531 

U~· UbUf'fl"' ,t,IJ.BIJ.USU.tblJ.B8 t;t,b'Lb8,.fl8 

~fBU,.t, n,.,.U~IJ.tUCt 

August 27, 1986 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

I had forgotten to mention one thing when we were together on 
Tuesday August 19th. 

Per our telephone conversation, with regard to my responsibilities 
as co-ordinator for the services of funerals, baptisms, weddings, 
etc. for the Holy Resurrection Armenian Church of South Mi !waukee, 
I feel that an official letter would be appropriate from you, 
designating me as the arranger for clergymen in the event I myself 
cannot be available; directing this letter to the attention of 
my Parish Counci I Chairman Mr. Sarkis Cherkinian. This wi II faci 1-
itate and clarify any questions with regard to my activities 
within the boundries of the South Mi !waukee community. Perhaps 
the Holy Resurrection Parish Council could likewise be informed. 
As of yet S rpazan Hayr I have not heard from them at a II. Wou I d 
it be proper for me to take the initiative and cal I them myself, 
now that you have verbally communicated this arrangement to them? 
Please advise me as I wish only to do what is propitious to your 
directions. 

With filial love and respect, 

,h.~ 
F r • G a r abed Koch a k i an 

me 



!ft. ~ ~ ~ C(fltwtclt 

4605 B.ue 9'~, ~~ O)f~ 53402 
414-639-0531 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian,Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr, 

19 September 1987 

Upon return to Racine from our August 18th meeting in New York, I rea I i zed 
I neglected to ask you for a letter of assignment addresed to the Parish 
Council of Saint Mesrob. 

I took the I iherty of comoosing a letter in your name- see enclosure
relative to my duties and responsib! ities. Add or delete what you wish 

\ 
1
; and send to: Mr. Sarkis Cherkinian, Chairman,Parish Counci I 

! 1906 Saturn Avenue 
(I Racine Wisconsin 53404 

I I would I ike a copy as wei I for my files. 

Asking vour prayers in the service of Our Lord 
Your Obedient Son, 

%~ 
Father Garabed Kochakian 

fn. 

remain 



Mr.- Sarldt Ct'lerklnlan 
Ch~ l r~n· of the Par 1 sh Counc 11 
St~ ~srob Ar~nian Church 
190' Seturn Avenue 
Racln•, Wisconsin ,3,.0/J 

Dear Mr. Cherkinian: 

As you nave been lnforme4, Hit Hoi inc-s~J Catholic:•' Vasken 
t, Supreme Pet~ larch and Ca tt,o ll cos of All ArMAlus, wlll ate 
visitln& o-ur Diocese durinJ the ,_ftclht of ottober 20th to 
November .,th. OUr ir.g that t irne many events and cetebra~ ions 
w-11 t be held in New York and other regions within our Oloee1e. 

•- ol' • 

We na1e been in contact wt th antf ai~<ed your w:uu t9r • Pr. 
Garabecl K-oc.t)ak 1 aD to J o 1 n tbe Vehapar • s Vis ita tl on ~~ t tee 
alld to asaume t.._e responsibilities of partic'f.l&r arr•niements 
lA New York. Pr .. Ga.rabed's po,ltion as Coordinator of ltet&gious 
th•nts for tt\at.t;lme perlod will eall him t,o the Dl•~•••n head
~uartcrs frequently durin& the fl'Mtftths-of Syt_..r ,d4f.,0Ct.o,..t:. 

.. ~!{· . . ·-- ,_ : ( • . •• . ' 

Fr. Garabecl should present to you t\ls schedule 10 that 
you may make arrangements for any·pastoral needs to your 
e~nity la his perlodle abeeneea fr~ hlt patlab. 

Aho. for botb Sundaya Qctok-r 2'th and November l st • he 
wltJ be ., • .,ired to b~ ln ~wYork for the eefebrationl of 
the 01vlne Liturgies by Mit Hollftfus. 

_Pt. Carabed f'las already had a preliminary Nieetlns wlth 
us to set bls schedu14e. We appreciate your underst•ncUng and 
cooperation at this time as we call hin~ in the aervlce to our 
H4Jly Mother Church durlng the visit of Hls HoHrunt the 
Cathollcoa, of AIl Armenians. · 

Prayerfully, 

,A.rchblanop Torkom Mano~giaA 
Primate 



" 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4~05 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Oear Fr. Garabed: 

Thank you for your letter dated October 14, together 
with the resignation submitted by Mr. Michael Charkudlan 
from the parish council of St. Mesrob Ar~nian Church of 
Racine, Wisconsin. 

We approve the elected alternate, Mrs. Goldie, 
Roy to replace Mr. Charkudian on the Council. 

May the Lord bless you and the members of the parish 
council for their devotion to His Church. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

October 14, 1987 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
tiocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

We inform you of the recent resignation of Mr. Michael 
Chardukian (see enclosed resignation letter) from the 
Parish Council of the St. Mesrob parish of Racine, WI. 
He was elected last February 1987 for a two year term 
of office, the first year to expire this February 1988. 

Elected as alternate is Mrs. Altoon Goldie Roy who at 
the annual elections received the next highest number 
of votes and shall replace Mr. Chardukian on Council 
following your approval. We hereby ask Your Eminence 
to ratify her replacement of Mr. Chardukian, thus en
abling us to invite her to assume his position on the 
Parish Council. 

Your obedient son, 

lr-~~ 
Rev .. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 

Enc. 
me 

a;f t1~~Y:/~~--
// 

// 



.. 
. . ' 

October 11, 198? 

As of October 14, 1987 I hearty :resign 
ay ''position on the St. Mesrob PariSh Council. 
My reasons are simple J I am mOYing to San Diego, 
California. Although ay tille was shart, I feel as 
though I haft learned fr• my experience on 
Parish Council. 



!Rt.~~~~~ 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

-1605 cf.ue /7~ ~~ CH~ 53-102 
414-639-0531 
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March 18, 1987 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church in America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

We are most pleased to learn that you have reserved the dates of October 
30 -November 1, 1987 to visit the St. Mesrob Armenian Church and 
community of Racine, Wisconsin. 

As I had indicated for that weekend, blessed by your presence, many 
activities and events will take place. 

On Saturday evening October 31, 1987 

a) Ordination to the minor rank of TBIR conferred upon 
Mark Nersesian, Haig Tcheurekdjian, Paul Barsamian, 
Joseph Gabrielian 

b) Ordination to the rank of Sub-deacon of James Hardy 

On Strnday morning November 1, 1987 

We look with joy to your celebrating the Soorb Patarag and 
dedicating our 24 new stained glass windows. 

All donors shall be present for the blessing ceremony. 

The form of this service I would like to personally sit and 
plan with you sometime this summer when I am in New York. 

Finally our parish wishes and requests through Your Eminence that the 
St. Vartan Award for years of service be conferred upon Deacon Charles 
Garabed Hardy for his 31 years as a servant of our Holy Mother Church 
and server at our Holy Altar. It is with the agreement and consent 
of the parish council that this request is presented to Your 
Eminence and Diocesan Council. 



/ 
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His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
March 18, 1987 
Page Two 

Our intention is to surprise him with this particular honor at the 
banquet on Sunday November 1, 1987 following morning prayer. 

We shall keep you apprised of the progress of this weekend and the 
varied activities as they develop. 

With filial love, respect and 
pledged fidelity to Our Church, 

Your Spiritual Son, 

~ ~~r, ~·~-4~~ 
Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council 

me 



,o 

CLASSIFICATION _ _!g-~".Ji.E.R."Y_~ CE 
,-------- J 

Saint Vartan Awar~/ (_--ra:r· ····· 
DEACON CHARLES GARABED HARDY 

of 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 

Racine, Wisconsin 

Part I 

1 • Dues paid member for 28 years 
2 0 Parish Council Member for 4 years 
3 0 Parish Council Secretary for 2 years 
4 0 Church Organization Armenian School 

Chairman - 1 year 
5 . Education Board Member - 10 years 
6 0 Choir - 4 years 
7 0 Deacon Sub-deacon - 31 years 
8 0 Teach of Acolytes from Sunday School -

Part II 

140 pts. 
32 pts. 
20 pts. 

8 pts. 

50 pts. 
20 pts. 

248 pts. 
10 years 50 pts. 

Total 568 pts. 

During the years 1975-82 as Deacon of the parish which did not 
have a permanent priest (5 years) Deacon Charles Hardy performed 
Jashou Services every Sunday, arranged servers schedules, and 
assisted the choir in learning the proper hymns of worship. 
Through his efforts and dedication the doors of the holy sanctuary 
always remained open to the parishioners for formal worship accord
ing to the rituals of the Armenian Church. 

Also during the absence of a permanent pastor he directed and 
guided to parish Bible Study group which has been in existence for 
some 55 years. 

During the 70th Anniversary Commemoration in 1985 of the Armenian 
Genocide, he served as secretary on the planning and steering 
committee made up of the Wisconsin area Armenian Churches and 
St. George of Waukegan. 

Part III 

As a teacher of Library Science in Kenosha public school systems, 
he has endeavored to supply the book shelves with factual, 
historical and general information pertinent to the Armenian 
Church, People and Nation. He is most joyful of his Armenian 
Christian Heritage and Culture and has contributed to its dis-

semination particulary through the printed media. 



- 2 -

Part IV 

Financially, he is a contributing dues paid member of the local 
parish and has for several years been a pledged member as well. 



July 7, 1988 

The Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
St. Mesrob Ar~nian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wi$consin 53402 

Dear Fr. Garabed: 

We thank you for bringing the inspiring plans of the 
Antiochian Village to our attention. It is, of course, a 
aery worthwhile and important undertaking. 

Please let Fr. Geha know that while we cannot provide 
any financial assistance, our own Information Center will 
be transposing a wealth of Armenian source material onto 
mtchrofiche and we will be happy, in the future, to share 
this with their research library and cultural museum. 

As for the camp, as ideal as it might be, we feel 
that it is too far a distance from the concentration of 
the New York-New Jersey-Connecticut and Pennsylvinia 
parishes to be practical. 

God bless you for your continuing energy and viston 
and may the Holy Spirit ftll us all with the s&ne vitality 
in His service. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

His Eminence 
The Most Reverend Archbishop Torkom, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Your Eminence, 

May 18, 1988 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter dated May 6th, addressed to me regard
ing a project at the Antiochian Village in Bolivar, Pennsylvania. 

They are seeking primary and secondary resources for their Armeniologi
cal Department on microfiche from the Inter Documentation Company AG 
in Switzerland. 

I am not quite sure if they are seeking financial assistance alone or 
other input. Nonetheless, I thoug~you should read this and advise 
me as how to respond to this letter. 

I think it important to be included in such a grand undertaking and 
whatever the Liebman Resource & Research Center at our diocese might 
offer could augment our response as well. 

/Also, this appears to be a most suitable place for our Diocesan St. 
V/ Vartan Camp in future years as a site. 

In any event, I would appreciate your guidance with regard to the 
enclosures. 

Your Obedient Son, 

;}4. q~~~...........--
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 

Enc. 
me 



ANTIOCH IAN 
vILLAGE CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER 

May 6, 1988 

Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
3663 Green st. 
Racine, WI 53402 

Dear Fr. Garabed: 

Christ is Risen! Best wishes from the Antiochian Village. 
write to you today to sketch some of the exciting work being 
out here in Western Pennsylvania, and to ask for whatever 
you might be inspired -- and able -- to extend. 

We 
done 
help 

our three-year old Heritage and Learning Center provides some of 
the finest conference and retreat facilities in the region, which 
we make available to Christians of all traditions and back
grounds. This ministry of "passive witness," we are finding, 
creates a thirst for knowledge of the rich but hidden (and often 
maligned) heritage of the Eastern Christian peoples, and an atmo
sphere in which it can be properly appreciated. 

We are, therefore, dedicated first to upgrading our present ser
vices by establishing a research library and cultural museum 
where American society at large can learn something of the Chris
tian East, and ultimately to implementing Metr. PHILIP's vision 
of a full research program, the Center for Biblical and Eastern 
Mediterranean studies (CBEMS). So strong were the historic ties 
and cultural affinities of Armenia and Georgia with 11 Greater 
syria" that they are included in our primary collection policy 
and at the center of the vision we hope to portray. 

Our Museum has begun collecting artifacts, and the Library is 
well on its way to assembling the basic reference collection 
which will facilitate systematic growth. Thank God, we are grow
ing increasingly successful in convincing donors of the need for 
this Center; we work continually to identify new partners, and 
sincerely hope that as a result of this letter you will choose to 
be numbered among them. 

Conference Center: Route 711 North, P.O. Box 638, Ligonier, PA 15658 412-238-3677 

Village Camp: R.D. #1, Box 307, Bolivar, PA 15923 412-238-9565 



., 
, 
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Our needs certainly include individual monetary donations in any 
amount, but are in no sense limited to this. The scope of our 
vision demands that we open channels to individuals and organiza
tions within each of the Eastern Christian communities, in order 
first to interest their constituencies in using our facilities, 
then to secure their official publications, to open doors in the 
"Old Country" for acquisition of publications current and retro
active, to identify sources of major funding (i.e., foundations) 
and consultants on collection development, to acquire established 
libraries and representative artifacts, including sacred and se
cular objets d'art. Our most immediate "armeniological" goal is 
to acquire the extensive collection of primary and secondary re
sources available on microfiche from Inter Documentation Company 
AG in Switzerland, which would give this area of the collection a 
very solid base. Its cost would be $13,000. 

We are certain that you are in a position to help in this endeav
or, and confident that you will want to. We will be even more 
confident if we can convince you to visit the Village this sum
mer, and see for yourself what we have to offer. In the mean
time, feel free to contact us for more information, to talk about 
the program with anyone you think might be able to help, to put 
them in contact with us -- or us in contact with them. We be
lieve this project will be of great benefit to us all, and we 
look forward to working with you on it. 

In Christ, 

~-~ 
~~~ 

Fr. George Geha 
Executive Director 

GG/bvs 

~-i\ 
Paul D. Garrett 
Director of Information Services 

cc: Metropolitan PHILIP, Primate 
Dr. John Boojamra, Chairman, Library Committee 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

February 24, 1988 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

This is to remind you of your forthcoming visit to Racine on the 
weekend of April 16-17, 1988 for a pastoral visit, ordinations, 
dedication of our stained gla~s windows and banquet. Also if you 
recall, we shall be awarding the St. Vartan Award from the Diocese 
to Deacon Ch~rles Hardy who has been ordained to the deaconate for 
30 years. Enclosed is a review sheet (copy) listing his qualifica
tions for the St. Vartan award originally sent to you March 18, 1987. 
Also, we shall present to Ms. Janet Cherkinian, The St. Mesrob Mash
dotz Award from our parish for 25 years of service as church organist. 
These awards will be presented by you to them at the banquet follow
ing the Divine Liturgy on Sunday April 17, 1988. 

We have arranged for your overnight lodging on Saturday April 16th 
at the Siena Center retreat house where our clergy conference was 
held in 1986. Should you prefer another arrangement please advise 
us. 

We should like to know the day and time of your arrival as well, and 
departure time so we may make the necessary arrangements here. 

We anticipate with great joy your presence amongst us once again and 
await to hear from you shortly, 

I remain your obedient son, 

%.~1(~~~ 
Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

Enc. 
me 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

March 18, 1987 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church in America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

We are most pleased to learn that you have reserved the dates of October 
30 -November 1, 1987 to visit the St. Mesrob Armenian Church and 
community of Racine, Wisconsin. 

As I had indicated for that weekend, blessed by your presence, many 
activities and events will take place. 

/ 

J 

On Saturday evening October 31, 1987 

a) Ordination to the minor rank of TBIR conferred upon 
Mark Nersesian, Haig Tcheurekdjian, Paul Barsamian, 
Joseph Gabrielian 

b) Ordination to the rank of Sub-deacon of James Hardy 

On Sunda! morning November 1 z 1987 

We look with joy to your celebrating the Soorb Patarag and 
dedicating our 24 new stained glass windows. 

All donors shall be present for the blessirtg ceremony. 

The form ~f this service I would like to personally sit and 
plan with you sometime this summer when I am in New York. 

Finally our parish wishes and requests through Your Eminence that the 
St. Vartan Award for years of service be conferred upon Deacon Charles 
Garabed Hardy for his 31 years as a servant of our Holy Mother Church 
and server at our Holy Altar. It is with the agreement and consent 
of the parish council that this request is presented to Your 
Eminence and Diocesan Council. 



His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
March 18 • 19 8 7 
Page Two 

Our intention is to surprise him with this particular honor at the 
banquet on Sunday November 1, 1987 following morning prayer. 

We shall keep you apprised of the progress of this weekend and the 
varied activities as t~ey develop. 

With filial love, respect and 
pledged fidelity to Our Church, 

Your Spiritual Son, 

~ ~..,,,~I -h~t;...~ 
Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor and President of the Parish Council 

me. 
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CLASSIFICATION FOR SERVICE 

Saint Vartan Award 
for 

DEACON CHARLES GARABED HARDY 
of 

St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
Racine, Wisconsin 

Part I 

1. Dues paid member for 28 years 
2 • Parish Council Member for 4 years 
3. Parish Council Secretary for 2 years 
4 • Church Organization Armenian School 

Chairman - 1 year 
5 • Educatio"fl Board Member - 10 years 
6 . Choir - 4 years 
7. Deacon Sub-deacon - 31 years 
8. Teach~£ Acolytes from Sunday School -

i 

Part II 

140 pts. 
32 pts. 
20 pts. 

8 pts. 

50 pts. 
20 pts. 

248 pts. 
10 years so pts. 

Total 568 pts. 

During the years 1975-82 as Deacon of the parish which did not 
have a permanent priest (5 years) Deacon Charles Hardy performed 
Jashou Services every Sunday, arranged servers schedules, and 
assisted the choir in learning the proper hymns of worship. 
Through his efforts .and dedication the doors of the holy sanctuary 
always remained open to the parishioners for formal worship accord
ing to the rituals of the Armenian Church. 

Also during the absence of a permanent pastor he directed and 
guided to parish Bible Study group which has been in existence for 
some 55 years. 

During the 70th Anniversary Commemoration in 1985 of the Armenian 
Genocide. he served as secretary on the planning and steering 
committee made up of the Wisconsin area Armenian Churches and 
St. George of Waukegan. 

Part III 

As a teacher of Library Science in Kenosha public school systems, 
he has endeavored to supply the book shelves with factual, 
historical and general_information pertinent to the Armenian 
Church, People and Nation. He is most joyful of his Armenian 
Christian Heritage and Culture and has contributed to its dis-

semination particulary through the printed media. 
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Part IV-

Financially, he is a contributing dues paid member of the local 
parish and has for several years been a pledged member as well. 
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December 24, 1987 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Your Eminence: 

At the request made by Very Reverend Father Haigazoun Najarian 
regarding your forthcoming visit to Racine's St. Mesrob parish, 
we wish to remind you that as previously planned, we anticipate 
your presence with us on the weekend of April 15-17, 1988. 

As planned previously before your cancellation of your Nov. 1, 
1987 visit, we shall, a) formally dedicated our newly installed 
stained glass windows, b) have ordination of 11 young boys as 
acolytes and honor our parish's Deacon, Charles Hardy with the 
awarding of the St. Vartan award. Also, I requested that you 
present your lecture on the life of Gomidas and his music on 
Friday nigpt April 15th. 

t ::J/• J, ~~~ I~'") -? 
/ r ,. , 

The tentative schedule will be Friday; arrival and lecture on 
Gomidas - Saturday; meeting with parish council and delegates, 
choir rehearsal, ordination vespers - Sunday; Divine Liturgy, 
Banquet and Dedication of windows and presentation of St. Vartan 
Award. 

Please confirm these plans with us so we may continue our work. 
Looking forward to your presence with us in April of 1988. 

With filial love and respect, 

Father Garabed Kochakian 

me 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of The Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York~ New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr, 

23 December 1987 

It was a bit difficult to construct this letter In an informal style and way, 
even though I would have preferred it, however I according to propriety greet 
you in the traditional formal manner. 

Much time has passed since the visitation of His Hoi iness Lord VasRen I our 
beloved Cathol icos and Patriarch and has given me especially many moments 
of reflection on His Hoi iness' visit and my own presence and part of the 
total experience. Words cannot suffice to explain my own sense of joy, exhi 1-
aration, euphoria and contentment in being part of the planning and actually 
enjoying His Hoi !ness' presence, at gatherings, at table, and at worship. 

. - "'~ 

It certainly was indeed a privilege to have-been part of the entire two weeks 
in New York and I personally would I ike to thank you for the couttesies and 
inclusions for many of the dinners, fucntions and activities wherein he pre
sided. Yes- it was a great deal of work; there were those moments of frustration, 
uncertainty, fear,even which occasionally overwhelmed me and perhaps many others 
as wei 11, but somehow the Grace from Christ Himself saturated us enoogh at 
least, to survive and perform our duties and tasks. 

As we prepare to celebrate the glorious Birth of Our Lord Jesus The Christ, 
we wil 1 alI ponder on the meaning of this great mystery once again. I know 
finally that, that Christ Love born nearly 2000 years ago;was indeed Born 
with His Hoi !ness' visit this year and the Joy given to me personally to 
have been part of it. 

Thankyou Srpazan Hayr for such a unique opportunity. 

Your Obedient Son, 

,;~:,~ 
Father Garabed Kochakian 
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September 25, 1990 

. 
Mr. Anthony Barsamian, Interim Executive Director 
ACYOA Seniors 
Diocese of The Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dee.r Anthony: 

First, let me congratulate you on your re-appointment as Interim 
Director of ACYOA Srs. I knew you shall do your utmost to secure a more 
solid future for our youth. 

In the spirit of true Christian love and concern, I am writing 
to you aboct the recent Sports Weekend, which the Seniors convened in 
Cleveland, Ohio. I recently learned that members from my o~n parish, 
as well as other Mid-Western Armenian parishes comprised a team(s) for 
sports co~petition, had won first place trophies, honors and the glory 
of the day. I cannot say I was happy. This disturbed me to find this 
out. vlhy? 

The me~bers frorr Racine, who participated, are not active in their 
own community here, nor is there really officially an ACYOA Seniors group 
of my parish. Many of the~, neither pay dues to the National Organization, 
nor do they lend their hands in the service of the church. I question the 
Central Council and Sports Weekend Corr.mittee criteria for allowing them 
to compete; the screening of all participants by the "corr.nittee", and the 
eligibility of those who participate in ACYOA Sports. Also, I wonder about 
the "players" and their commitment to the Church. For this 'victorious' 
team fro~ the Mid-West; are they truly worthy of the glory and honor given 
to the~ on the occasion, are they in compliance with the standa ds 
of the ACYOA Seniors -- upholding the integrity of our 
National Organization? In all honesty, is the Central Council 
'proud' to honor these young people? Or, did the dark 
horse team, unknown of before the weekend, just capture 
the moment, steal the hour and walk away with an award that 
will mean nothing to them on October 1st or the days after 
that and after that, just for the fun of it all? 



Mr. Anthony Barsamian, 
Interim Executive Director 

September 25, 1990 
Page Two 

I thought the Central Council had a tighter grip and a more respon
sible monitoring of the games. I really think for the future, this issue 
rr.ust be addressed in the light of fairness, justice and fair play to all 
who compete. It is indeed a reflection of the integrity of our Church's 
efforts to be the just and fair Christians that we espouse to be or --
at least hope to become through ACYOA. 

I am sorry and sad that I must unleash these feelings of dismay 
on to you at such a critical tine, as the ACYOA Seniors journey toward 
becoming a more model and exemplary group for Armenian Christian Youth 
in America. But, I feel that unless something is said, this type of 
deception will eventually corrode and eat away the very fiber of what 
ACYOA was established for, stands for and hopes to become. To the merr.ory 
of Abp. Tiran Nersoyan, this and other improprieties must be examined 
and scrutinized. 

Are we that insecure about being honest that our fear tempts and 
even leads us astray from the path of truth? How will these occurences 
affect the quality of what ACYOA aspires to be for our youth? These and 
other questions surround this problem and I hope that in future years 
such 'mistakes' will not win first place. The truth and holiness of God 
can only shine from honest hearts and souls. 

Let us not lament that "The Glory of God has departed 
frorr. Israel (God's chosen), because the Ark of God has 
been captured." (1 Samuel 4:21) 

With my continued prayers, 

Jr.~ 
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 

cek 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

February 6, 1 991 
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The Right Reverend Bishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016-4885 

Dear Srpazan Hayr, 

On the weekend of May 24-26 1991 you are scheduled to make a 
pastoral visit to our parish. During that time we ask Your Grace to 
ordain to the order of Sub-deacon Mr.Daniel Korakian who has been 
serving the altar for several years. He is completing his preparations 
and will be ready for ordination. 

Also on that day our students of the Sunday School senior class will 
graduate and receive their diplomas from you following the Divine 
Liturgy on May 26th. After services we are planning a banquet to 
honor your visit and honor the newly ordained Sub-deacon. In 
addition to these celebrations, I wish to submit the name of Mr. 
George Stevoff to you to receive the Saint Vartan award from the 
Diocese. I have submitted the necessary information attesting to his 
eligiblity for the Saint Vartan award noting his credentials along with 
this letter of recommendation on behalf of our Parish Council. Of 
course his signature on this recommendation is missing because he is 
the Parish Council Chairman and is unaware of this 'surprise' aw 
to be granted to him. 
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As the date of your visitation draws closer. Srpazan Hayr. I shall let 
you know of the time table and activities for the entire weekend.lf 
you have any particular visitations or meetings that you wish on that 
Saturday to convene while you are here let us know so time can be 
arranged for them. 

We look forward with great enthusiasm and joy for this your first 
"pastoral visit" as our beloved Arrachnort Srpazan Hayr. 

Vasn K.haghaghootian amenayn ashkharhi 
With fraternal respect 
And obedience I remain, 

Jr-~t<~ 
Father Garabed D. K.ochakian 
Pastor 
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:/ 
Mr. Harry Olson, Adrr.inistrator 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016-4885 

Dear Mr. Olson: 

Enclosed is a copy of Invoice RA 95379 in the amount of 
$250.00, covering air fare for Fr. Garabed Kochakian. 
St. Mesrob has paid this account. By agreement with the 
Primate Bishop Khajag Barsamian and verbal telephone con
sultation with V. Rev. Haigazoun Najarian, Vicar General, 
I have been instructed to forward the invoice to your 
attention. Reimbursement should be made to St. Mesrob 
Armenian Church in the amount of $250.00. 

Sincerely, 

A1~~w 
Murad Gengozian 
Parish Council Chairman 

me 

V. Rev. Haigazoun Najarian, 
Vicar General 
This is the only invoice that we are 
requesting for payment. This fell 
in the 30-day transition period. 

I & I 



July 2'7, 1984 

The Reverend father Garabed Kochakinn 
Pastor, St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53402 

Dear Father Garabed; 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian asked me to send you the 
enclosed letters received from the Rt. Rev. Bishop David E. Climenhaga 
of the Brethren of Christ Church in Nappa."lee, Indiana, and the 
£xecutive Director of the National Federation For Decency in Tupelo, 
Mississippi, for a meeting scheduled for September 6 and 7, 1984 in 
Cincinnati. 

We have already informed them that His Eminence will be unable 
to attend these meetings due to previous commitments and that you will 
represent him at these meetings. 

Please get in touch with them as well as with Dr. Jerry Kit•k 
(referred to in the attached letter) for any further infor•mation. 

Enclosm~es 

Respectfully, 

Sylvia Terzibashian 
Secreta~J to the P~imate 



BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH 
Central Conference 

David E. Cllmenhaga, Bishop Office: P.O. Box 8 Telephone: 219-773-3164 
Nappanee, Indiana 46550 Residence: 258 W. VanBuren St. Tel.: 219-773-7642 

His Eminence, The Most Rev. Torkom Manoogian 
Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Your Eminence: 

Last November a National Consultation On Pornography, Obscenity and Indecency 
was held in Cincinnati, Ohio. I received an invitation to that meeting, as did 
many other denominational leaders. And I felt as others felt I'm sure, "WHO 
NEEDS ANOTHER MEETING ANYWAY?" 

Then I received a personal telephone call from a friend, Bishop Clyde Van Valin 
of the Free Methodist Church, about an area meeting being called in Indianapolis 
in December. At that meeting I was jolted as I have not been jolted before, at 
the flood tide of blatant, concerted obscenity and pornography. I had felt for 
a long time that something was very wrong in our society, particularly on the TV 
channels. At that December meeting Rev. Don Wildman told us, with 
documentation, just what is happening and what is wrong, and Dr. Jerry Kirk 
outlined strategy for concerted confrontation by concerned Christians of the 
evil in our society, and he told us how such concerted action is working. 

I am not by nature a Crusader. But I feel that this policy of coordinated 
action by many concerned Christians is mandatory if the flood tide of 
pornography and obscenity is to be stayed and turned back. A second 
consultation is being planned again in Cincinnati for September 6-7. Your 
Eminence, I know we all struggle with the feeling "Who needs another meeting?" 
but I hope you can attend. If you need further information please feel free to 
telephone Mrs. Sarah Blanken or Dr. Jerry Kirk at 513-541-5676, or write Dr. 
Jerry Kirk at P.O. Box 24K, Cincinnati, OH 45224. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

0~8.~~ 
David E. Climenhaga 
Bishop, Central Conference 
Brethren in Christ Church 

DEC/wed 



... BY BOB GREENE 

ORDSOFLOYE 
From todays teenagm, a different kind of fan mail 

TRAVELING THROUGH 
TCDS. I listened to local n
cio stations. In San Antonio 
I bind myself listening to 
KJS~FM. a rock 'n' roD 
oudeL 

' ' On the air. one m the sta
tion's disc jockeys men
doned a jxornotion. · "'Whal 
would you do to meet the 

. ClUe?" he said. He ex· 
plained that a heavy-metal 
roc:k band called Motley 
Cn1e was coming to San An
tonio. l.istenen were invit
ed to mail entries to the 
station. The winners would 
get free tickets to the con
cert; some would get to go 
backstage and meet the 
band. 

I CALLED the station. I 
.. said I would be iriterested in 
seeing the entries. I asked if 
there were any ground 
rules. I was told that the 
only rule was that listeners 
had to answer the one basic 
question: ·~t would you 
do to meet the Criie?" 

you. Hopefully, I wiD win, 
because I Went through a lot 
of trouble begging my boy
friend to let me do this. 

"That would be just ter• 
rific it l won. I would have I 
chance of meeting Vince 
Neil! God. he's so fucking 
fine!!! If it would mean los
ing my boyfriend, I would 
tuck hit beat Dirnd to meet 
these gorgeous guys. It 
wouldn't matter, as long as I 
get to meet Vince NeD and 
~e his fine us and fine 
body!! God. I can just aee il 
now! Fucking him would be 
my biggest fantasy in the 
world! WeD, I hope I win! 
Thank you!" 

FROM A thirteen-year-old 
girl: 

"I'd leave my tits to 
Motley Criie ... 

FROM A aeventeen-year· ! 
old girl: = 

"To get backstage to ~ 
Motley Criie I think I'd give ; 
them every piece of action 
they wanted. I'd give them f 

A WEEK later, J read the ~-"'··~·-.,. my body, money, or what- ~ 
entries. ~~~~2!1J.:.~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ever they wanted." i We seem to have come ~ ~~. 
quite a distance from Herman's Hennits FROM A fifteen-year-old girl: FROM A nineteen-year-old girl: 
fan clubs and "I Want to Hold Your Hand." · "I want to see Motley Crtie so bad I'd "I would go down to the local hardware 

wear black nail polish and body glitter.... store and buy some chains, leather straps, 
FROM A sixteen-year-old girl: When J see them I'd get on my hands & and nails. I would then put together the 

"What I Would Do To See Motley Criie: knees & give them my body & even tear most outlandish outfit made of nothing but 
"Farst, I would tie you up, spread-eagle my clothes off ifl had to. If that didn't work the leather straps, chains, and nails. I 

and naked, with leather straps. Then I'd I'd do !ike Ozzy did and bite a dove's head would go to the concert in this Kiss-Ass 
shave aU the- hair off of your chest, and if I off & say, 'Okay, let's talk. business."' outfit, because I would do anything to get 
should nick you I'll suck up aU the blood as close to 'Marvelous' Mick Mars, 'Lus-
it slowly- trickles over your body. NeJC.i I'll FROM A thirteen-year-old girl: cious' Tommy Lee, Nikki 'Sexx,' and 
cover your body with motion lotion to get "I'd do it with the Criie till black and blue Vmce 'Can't Say No' Neil P.S. I would 
things really heated up. When it gets too is all you can see." take a hammer so the guys (the Crue) can 
hot. I'U cover your body in crushed ice and loosen the nails off my outfit." 
lay on top ol you to melt it down and cool 
you off. 

.. Then I'll do things to your body with my 
tongue that you ~ thought humanly 
possible. lben when you are screaming 
be mercy and begging for more, telling me 
bow you want it all, I'll slam the spiked heel 
m my right leather boot into your navel. 
caD you a very naughty boy, and lau~ as I 
slowly walk away, telling you I'm just not 
that kind d girL.. . . 

FROM A fifteen-year-old girl: 
"I'm really a big fan ol Motley Crue's and 

I would do anything to meet them. Vmce 
Neil and Nikki Sixx are so fine!! I love 'em 
aU. I would even get fucked by the ugliest, 
fattest, most disgusting guy in the world to 
meet them ..•• 

"My boyfriend gets mad at me because I 
like them so much, and listen to the radio 
all the tD.e for their songs to come on! I 
had to beg him to let me write this letter to 

FROM A thirteen-year-old girl: 
"What's up? WeD, you asked what I 

would do to be a Motley Crfie, so here it 
is. First, I'd spread whipped cream aD 
over my body. Then. I'd let Vmce Neil lid 
it aU off! I sure hope you enjoyed this 
cause I would love for it to happen." 

FROM A fourteen-year-old boy: 
"Ibis is what I would do to join the KISS 
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I WOULDN'T lAKE THE SAME OFFER TD MY BOYFRIEND THAT I 
liADE T1J THE BAlD," SHE SAID. urr JUST WOULDN'T BE THE SAlE 

WITH Hill. MY BOYFRIEJID IS FIFTE£1. WE DON'T CAR .. DAJE YET." 
-------------------·--------
Motley Criie: I would give them my moth- fattest, most disgusting guy in the world" 
er, who is very beautiful. She has red hair in order to meet the band. 
and brown eyes. She loves heavy metal· · "I like their hair," she said. "I just like 
and especially Motley Criie. My mOther them a lot. It's pretty boring in this town. I 
definitely has the looks that kill." don't like school very much, I get C's and 

D's. I wrote those things because I 
I SPOKE with the sixteen-year-old girl thought it might help me win. I meant 
who said she would tie the band members every word of it. 
up with leather straps and shave their "I really like VlllCe Neil's body. When 
chests. . he's onstage he wears a buitch of spikes 

"J..didn't let my boyfriend read it before I and leather pants. I'd do whatever I had to 
sent it in," she said. "It would make him do to meet him. I told my mother's boy
wonder what be didn't know about me. friend about it, and he said, 'Whatever 

"Why did I write those things? I don't turns you on.'" 
know. 1 just sat down and wrote what I 
thought. It took me about half an hour. I 
don't know where the ideas came from. 
1bey just came ouL" 

J spoke with the girl's mother. 
"Yes, I read the letter," the mother 

said. "Actually, I took it down to the radio 
station for her. I guess I was shocked in a 
way, but I'm sure she didn't mean anything 
by it. She's a very Christian girl. 

I SPOKE with the thirteen-year-old girl 
who said she would ''leave my tits" to the 
band. 

"I really like the way their faces look," 
she said. "It makes me excited to see 
them onstage. 

"I wrote what I did because I thought 
they might like it, and then I'd get to meet 
them. You can tell that they're like that. All 
rock groups know that they can have any 
girls' bodies that they want. That's one of 
the reasons they join a band." 

"Did I think about not turning it in to the 
radio station? WeU, it really wouldn't have 
been fair for me not to tum it in. I promised 
my daughter I would do iL It wouldn't have 
been fair for me to put it in the garbage." I SPOKE with the seventeen-year-old 

girl who said she would give the band 
I SPOKE with the fifteen-year-old girl who "every piece of action they wanted," and 
said she would get on her hands and knees give the band money. 
for the band and give them her body. "They seem like a wild, outgoing bunch 

"I was one of the winners of the contest, of guys to me," she said. "They seem like 
but I didn't get to go to the concert be- they'd do just about anything and not care 
cause I didn't have a ride," she said. "My about it. 

·father was supposed to take me, but he "I'd give them whatever they wanted. 
had to work late. I didn't speak to him for They can do whatever they want with my 
two days. body. They look wild and mean and evil. 

"I meant what I said. I'd get on my What I meant about giving them money is 
hands and knees and give them my body. I that first I'd try to convince them in other 
know that they're grown men and I'm fit- ways to take my body. I'd follow them 
teen. but so what? It would be worth giving where they went and tell them to do with 
them my body just to meet them. 1 think it me whatever. the)· wanted to. I think 1 
would be neat. could con\'ince them. 

"I heard that in ancient times women "But if they wanted money for it, I'd pay 
used to get on their hands and knees and them to take me. It would be worth the 
not even be allowed to look at men. I think money to me. I have some money saved 
rock groups should be treated like that. from baby-sitting; plus my father is a 
They're like God, but they're even better. . truck driver, and I could borrow the money 
The reason I would take my clothes off and I from him if I needed more. 
crawl to them is that I would hope that they "I'd do it with all four of them at once if 
liked that." that's what they wanted. If they said, 'Be 

I SPOKE with the thirteen-year-old girl 
who said she. would do "it" with the band 
until she was black-and-blue. 

"I just love the group," she said. "I 
wrote what I wrote because they look like 
the type who would like that. They look 
like women-lovers." 

I SPOKE with the fifteen-year-old girl who 
said she would go to bed with "the ugliest, 

., 

with all four of us or get out,' I'd say, 'Okay, 
come on.' I'd be crazy not to if that was my 
only chance to be with them." 

I SPOKE with the nineteen-year-old girl 
who said she would dress in chains, leather 
straps, and nails for the band. 

"I think they're all gorgeous," she said. 
"When I see them, l just naturally think of 
leather and whips and chains. I think that 
means that they're aggressive. I happen to 

love that image; it's a neat image. 
"I think it's that kind of aggressiveness 

that a woman is always looking for. Why 
did I put that thing in about bringing a 
hammer with me? Just like I said-they 
could use it to loosen the nails on my 
clothes." 

I SPOKE with the thirteen-year-old girl 
who said she would let one of the band 
members lick whipped cream off her body. 

"They're really good-looking," she said. 
"Good and mean. They just look like 
guys who are out to party and have a good 
time. 

"I saw the band in a magazine and I 
thought they were pretty neat. I like Vince 
Neil the best of them. He's got the blond
est hair; it's kind of long. He's not fat and 
he's not thin; he's just right. 

"I wouldn't make the sam~ offer to my 
boyfriend that 1 made to the band. It just 
wouldn't be the same with him. With the 
band, you think more of being wild and 
having a good time. My boyfriend is fif
teen. We don't car-date yet; our mothers 
mostly drop us off at the movies and pick 
us up afterward." 

I SPOKE with the fourteen-year-old boy 
who said he would give his mother to the 
band. 

"I wrote that letter because I really 
· wanted to get to go backstage and meet 
Motley Crue," he said. "My mom likes the 
band, too, and I thought if I offered her 
to them, I might have a good chance ci 
winning. 

"If the band. told me that they really 
wanted my mother? I'd say, 'Take her.' I'd 
say, 'Here.' l really love my mom; I know 
she'd go with them." 

I spoke with the boy's mother, who is 
thirty-four. 

"Yes, I am a fan of the band," she said. 
"I sure am. I approved of his letter. 

"We keep listening to the radio to hear 
their music. They're kind of wild; just a 
little wild. 

"Billy and I have a good mother-and-sor 
relationship. He's crazy about me and l'rr 
-crazy about him. When Billy said that he 
had offered me to the band, I said, 'Oh. 
Billy!' But I really do like them, and I would 
like to help Billy win the contest." 

I WAS done with the interviews, and ; 
knew it was time to sit down and write this 
story. First I went outside and took a long 
walk. Usually that helps to clear my head. 
For some reason this time it didn't seem to 
work. 
BOB GREENE is a contributing tditor of Esqv1rr 
magazint. 

ESQUIRE/MAY l!J::-



July 19, 1984 

His Eminence, The Most Rev. Torkom Manoogian 
Armenian Church of America 
630 Second A•Pnue 
New York, NY 10016 

Your Eminence: 

The enclosed article broke my heart. Although it will do the same to you, I ask 
that you read it. 

Having dealt with the attack on Judeao-Christian morality for the past seven 
years, I am convinced that unless the Christian community--collectively and 
forcefully--begins to address this problem within the next few months, it will 
be too late to address the problem. 

We aren't dealing with dirty words and dirty pictures, but with an effort to 
replace the very foundation of Western civilization--the Christian view of man. 
If the Christian community fails in this battle, the generation now being born 
will live in the most hedonistic, secular and materialistic society this world 
has ever known. Human life will become incredibly cheap. Your Eminence, I 
fully realize how extreme that statement sounds. I pray that I am wrong. But 
my greater prayer is that it isn't already too late. 

The National Consultation on Pornography, Obscenity and Indecency meeting 
September 6-7 in Cincinnati is a beginning point. I hope you will be there. 

No need to reply. I know you are busy. But please keep me and this ministry in 
your prayers. 

Sincerely, 

~~ i:. t.v"J...J ........ ., .... 

Donald E. Wildman 
Executive Director 

DEW/wed 
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July 12, 1984 

His Eminence, The Most Rev. Torkom Manoogian 
Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Your Eminence: 

There is an old adage which says, "When the cat is away the mice will play." The 
idea is that undesirable things enter when no one is guarding the door. That is 
exactly what has happened in our society. While those with moral sensitivity 
were engaged elsewhere, pornography and obscenity have come in the door like a 
terrible flood. 

The Wesleyan Church has been generally passive on what has been taking place 
because we didn't see any handles for taking hold of the problem. But then 
along came the National Consultation on Pornography in November 1983, and as a 
participant I saw the oportunity to join concerned persons from a broad spectrum 
of religious life in a counterattack against these evils. I admit the problem 
is larger than I knew. It ha~ become apparent to me that something must be 
done. Someone must face the issues courageously. Your Eminence, if not us, who? 
If not now, when? If not here, where? 

That is why The Wesleyan Church will be represented at the September 6-7, 1984, 
second National Consultation in Cincinnati. I hope you will also become a 
participant. We can do together what each of us would be powerless to do alone. 

To get further information on the Cincinnati meeting, September 6-7, please 
contact Dr. Jerry Kirk, Post Office Box 24K, Cincinnati, Ohio 45224. Or you may 
call his office at 513/514-5676. 

The cause is too important to attempt it without you. Please become a 
participant. 

O.D. Emery 
General Superintendent 

ODE:jw 



July 11, 1Yb4 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kocnakian 
Pastor, St. Mesrob Armenian Churcn 
460~ Erie Street 
Racine, WI 53402 

Uear Father Garaberl: 

J\ s p e r o u r t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n , I ' Hl w r i t i n g t h i s 
letter in response to your letter dated May 7, 1984 
concerning tl1e guidelines regarding stipends for visiting 
paris11es to celebrate Divine Liturgy and perfor~r1in~ 
Sacraments and various services. 

1. Tt1e Stipend for perfori,tinq Uivine Liturgy is 
$125.00 pl~s trav~l expenses. 

2 • Perf or nt i n !J Sac r a Pl en -c s and v a r i o u s s e r v i c e s -
a donation to tne priest plus travel expenses. 

I hope this will dnswer any questions you have 
CO(lcerning tne above mentioned uatter of Church affairs. 

Yours. in Cnrist, 
with prayers 

V. ~ev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian 
Vicar General 



/h. ~ ~ ~ rtillau:A 
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414-639-0531 

u. LrburniTl z.uss. bllb'tb8h 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

May 7, 1984 

Very Reverend Father Houssig Baghdasian, 
Vicar General 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Dear Father Houssig, 

We are in need of the most currently printed guideline 
regarding clergy stipends for visiting parishes to 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy and other Sacraments and 
Sacramental Services. 

Presently, I am assigned to visit St. John in Green
field once a month for Badarak and also St. George in 
Waukegan monthly for Badarak and with forthcoming 
other Sacramental Services requested by these parishes, 
we should like to know what the recommended stipends 
are. 

If you could attend to this request as soon as you 
could, it would be most appreciated. 

With prayers, 
KRISDOS HARYAV EE MERELOTZ, 

£q~~~ 
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

me 
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May 21, 1984 

Reverend Father 6ar4bed Koch3kian 
Pastor, St. Mesroh Armen1dn Church 
4605 Erie Street 
Racine, WI 53402 

Uear Father ~arabed: 

This letter refers to yours of April 12. and I want to thank 
you for brinqing the na8e of your sister-1n-1aw to ffly atten
tion for a poisibla ftxhihition tn Hew fork. 

fhe com~ittee for sched~l1ny drtistic proqrams for t~e fall 
and the first half of 1985 wtll soan convtne ~nd I would 
ltke to br1ng her name to tne1r attention. if not 1 "one 
person" show, ~aybe ~e can ~r~anize a collective exhibition 
and I trust Susan waula accept to join. 

I hop~ tna ~orksnap ~as successful and yoJ had • qood nornber 
of attendees. 

All the best, 

Michael ~. KerMian 
Director 

cc: hs. Susan C&r~an 

MMK:mb 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 

Mr. Mesrob Kermian, 
Director of Operations 
Diocese of The Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Mesrob, 

u. lfburnftl z.u.sa. b~b'lb81'\ 

April 12, 1984 

I hope this letter finds you welt. It was a pleasure 
t o s·e·e yo u i n C h i c a go a t t h e r e g i on a 1 me e t i n g 1 a s t 
month. As you reca·lt, we spoke a·bout various things 
at the lunch table; one ofwhich was yo·ur planning· 
art exhibitions at the Diocesan Cent~~. f m~ntioned 
to you that my sister-i_n-law is an artist and recently 
r e c e i v e d he r M FA f r 6 m ·wayne S t a t e • She h a s h a d he r 
w 0 r k s 0 n d i s p 1 a y ' ' rn ,, D'e t r 0 i t ' a n (f s u r r 0 u n d t n g s a n d I I m 
sure would b-e open to exhibiting in New York. Her· 

·name is Miss Susan Carman. 

She taugh.t at the AGBU School in Southfield.; now teach-
ing ih-flolly, Michigan. Perhaps you may want to tontact 
her yourself if you are stilt i·nterested in inviting 
her ~i~licipitirin. 

Ms. Susan Carman 
5897 Sutters Lane 
Bi~mihgham, Michigan 48010 

If you have any questions, I '11 see you at the Diocesan 
Assembly. 

Sincerely, 

1~.Dfc-~. 
Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

me 



Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor 
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August 1, 1988 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

I wish to inform you that I shall be away from my office 
on vacation August 29th through September 12th. I will 
be vacationing in the USA, not abroad. I may be reached 
at my office or home anytime after September 12th. 

Your Obedient Son, 

'*·~ Fr. Garabed Kochakian 
Pastor 

me 
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Reverend Father Garabed Kochaklan, Pastor 

Mr. Harry Torosian, 
Parish Council Chairman 
13750 W. National Avenue 
New Berlin, WI 53171 

Dear Harry, 

February 1, 1984 

At our January 30, 1984 Parish Council meeting we read the request 
made by the St. John parish of Greenfield for Divine Liturgy ser
vices to be provided by our pastor Father Garabed Kochakian. Fr. 
Garabed expressed his willingness to celebrate liturgy on Saturday 
evenings rather than Sundays and referred to your conversation with 
him. 

In view of other parishes which have called upon our Der Hayr•s 
service, our Parish Council feels that it would be appropriate and 
in order for specifically St. John Church to ascertain from the 
Primate the proper procedure in making such scheduled visitations 
which you are requesting before arranging anything definite. 

Such questions raised which you yourselves might consider are, 1) 
should the Wisconsin clergy care for these area parishes only or 
should the Illinois parishes be considered specifically Waukegan. 
2) how frequently should/will St. John have visiting clergy, 3) 
what is the current stipend requirement regarding Sunday Badarak. 
Perhaps you may have other questions. but thes~ are ones outstand
ing in our minds. 

Until we hear from you further on this matter, we offer our assist
ance during this - your period of being pastorless but do feel that 
a directive concerning such arrangements be sanctioned first by 
His Eminence the Primate Abp. Torkom. 

Sincerely. 

George Stevoff. Chairman 
For the Parish Council 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church 
Racine 

me 


