
Menu 

Fruit Cup -Garden Salad -Relish Tray 

Roast Beef 

Oven Potatoes -Green Beans -Mushroom Caps 

Rolls -Apple Slice -Coffee 

Banquet Committee 

Mrs. Sahag Akgulian 
Mrs. Harry Cherkinian 
Mrs. Charles Dadian 
Mrs. John Esayian 
Miss Shockey Gengozian 

Mrs. Charles Hardy 
Miss Hunaz Hazarian 
Mrs. Edward Kaprelian 
Mrs. John Keishian 
Mrs. Kay Mikaelian 

Condecrafion - ;})eJicafion 

r/Janljuel 

St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church 

and Cultural Center 

4605 Erie Street Racine, Wisconsin 

Sunday afternoon 

January 21, 1973 

One thilty o'clock 

Cultural Hall 
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" The blood of the ma1tyrs is the seed of the Church." Tertullian (Latin ecclesiastic, 150-230 A.D .. ) 

"We should so live and labor 

in our time that what came 

to us a seed may go to the 

next generation as blossom, 

and what came to us as a 

blossom may go to them as 

fruit -this is what we mean 

by progress."-H.W. Beecher 

(American clergyman, 1813-1885) 

Mikael Garoukian, Master of Ceremonies 

PROGRAMME 

Invocation 

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . George Stevof£ 
Parish Council Chairman 

Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harry Cherkinian 
Building Committee Chairman 

Reverend Guregh Y etenekian 
St. Mesrob Pastor 

Musical Selections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chorale 
Directed by Mrs. Charles Dadian 

and Mrs. Daniel Milcaelian 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Primate 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 

Benediction 
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EXCEPT 

THE LORD 

BUILD 

THE HOUSE, 

THEY LABOR 

IN VAIN 

THAT 

BUILD IT. 

Psalm 127 
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In Dedication 

To the Founders of St. Mesrob 
Armenian Apostolic Church, 
Racine, Wisccmsin, who brought 
with them to America our 
precious heritage . . • hardy men 
with strell~ and boldness of 
purpose, · With noble vision 
... and e ~tient women who 
stood faithfWiy at their sides 
supporting them with encoura~ 
ment . • • this book is gratefully 
and humbly dedicated. 

With the building of the new 
church and cultural center, we 
pass this heritage on to the young 
people and all those who come 
on after us, knowing that tlrls 
Faith for which so many lives 
were sacrificed, will be cherished 
and guarded atJd kept eternally 
alive. 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE , NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 • 212 ·MU 6 ·0710 

November 6, 1972 
To all the faithful of St. Mesrob's Parish in Racine, 

Wisconsin, we extend our warm congratulations for the devo­
tion and concerted efforts which have made possible the con­
struction of a new church in so short a time. The realization 
of the plans for this building is the result, we are certain, 
of deep faith and exceptional dedication. Everyone who has in 
any way helped in this project should feel great spiritual 
satisfaction. 

Eighty years ago a group of Armenians left their native 
provinces and established themselves on the shores of Lake 
Michigan in a humble corner of rapidly growing Racine. They 
worked strenuously to help in the advancement of their new home 
and also aimed at establishing Armenian community life with all 
its national traditions so that they might soon have their own 
parochial organizations, their own church, Armenian language 
classes, library as well as other organizations. 

The history of their and your collective efforts over more 
than half a century is witness to the fact that the community 
living in Racine has always been resolute and has always sought 
those goals which truly enlighten the soul . Everyone - men, 
women, youth and children - has joined in the effort to ensure 
that the Armenian Church remains shining and joyful, that the 
Armenian school does its work regularly, that the children re­
ceive their religious education, that Armenian cultural programs 
are on an ever higher level and that they do their share in 
alleviating the burdens of the Church and bring their assistance 
to the programs planned for the progress of the entire Diocese. 

The consecration of the newly-built church on the weekend 
of January 20 will inspire parishioners of all ages, inspire 
all of you with the hymns and prayers of thanksgiving, to labor 
with even greater enthusiasm to establish conditions more favor­
able to the progress of our community and ecclesiastical life. 

We bless all our people of Ra cine and we wish that they will 
gather arou·.1d their Pastor, the Parish Council, and ladies' and 
youth organizations so that the life of the parish will always 
remain strong and with the blessing of God share in the task of 
enhancing the Armenian Church and of safe-guarding and spreading 
our Armenian cultural heritage . 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoo g ian 
Primate 
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~ h r o r ~ b n h P t u b 

rtBUhbh bflrU~U~flBB ~UBB. b~c1b8hfl8 O~UUb ~~hh 

~bpuw~tu ~~ zbnp~•Lnpbbp rtJupbp u. U&upn~ bqb~bgLnJ i•u•Jbp~ 
bw~•bd•~b~pp bt •z~••ntbwq ubp qwt•qbbp~, npnbp up•ubw~•b f•bpb­
pn~ ~·rn~•J•b ~·rn d•u•b•4P ~bpwgppb •upn~t•gb&t zpbntPptb~ bnp 
bqb~bgppb: ~u .. ~ bbp np ~npntbq ~•t••PP bt p•g•nP4 bntppntup •r­
~ptbpb t •JU upwbtbtp ppwqnpbntu~1 npntb f•u•p {nqbq•b ubb qn~nL­
b•qnt~pLb 4~ qq•b •p~•pbt P"L"P wbnbp npnbp npbtt ~bp~n~ u•••P 
~-b~pu•g•b ~b~~wbntp qnpbpbt 

fltpuntb ••r~ •n•t ~~~~J~bbp qwt•nbbptb b~tnp pntup u~ •qq•~P§hbp 
~·JP ~-u•••bgpb Upzpb~b ~p~p -~ntbp~ •r•q P·~"~ •Dnq rtJupb P·~·PP 
~nb•p~ utq wbqpLb~t ~pbbg dpp uqwbbbp~ L•rbtn~ •bn~p tbntbg•b ppbbg 
~np pb•qw~•JPP q•pqwgu•b b~•u•n~ •z~••bpbbpntbt bmbt uppn~ ~b••unt• 
b~·b Ulllb~bbtnL mn~UWJbb wt•b~ntPPLbLbpn~ •bntb t•J4·~·b q&.b, u~, "~ 
zntmn~ ~P•b ntb&bep bp•4•b u•pup~b&p, u&~•q•b &q&~&g , fmJ&ptb tbqntp 
ntuntgu•b 1•uwp•bbbp, qp•~•p•b bt uz•qntP•JPb nt ~•u •4•4•b ~•qu•qbp­
"1" L{4p tbbbp: 

Utbtb twb 4tu ~·pnL 2Pl•bpb f•t•pwq•b u•p•nntdbbpnL P(l ~·unL~ptb~ 
4~ ~4•Jt ~t rtJupbp ubp ~mnt•q•b dn~n~ntp~~ upz• •rPnt~ t 4•bqb•b 
~·~btzpb ~P•J: Ubb•f•b! ib••~b~•b t inqpb tntu•tnpn~ b~.-.qbbpt ~p•­
b~LP ~b•btn~nt,bwup qwUJp bt b~P••u•p~bbp ~wubg•b bb ppbbg P•ri ntdbp~ 
up•~•nbbt •JpbpnL •z~njd qnnn~p~, np~tu qp ztb nL ~·Jbwn Jb·~ •Jg• 
Uqb~bgpb, qwbnb•tnp qnpbtp ~.J ~nng~, qpob•q•b ~·u•p•p•qntPPtb u••­
bmJpb tl•bntqbbp~, np•q•tnp ~LL•Jb't 7.wJ u2•1JnJPbb bntppnt•b J•J••qPpbb­
P~ bt J•tn~•q' •qqpb 4•pppbbpnL pwpdu•b ~.J.r p•gnt•b •rz•thbp~, bt 
••4•tpb qwpbtP ~LL•(I wqbq•tnt•b •l•4gntPptb~ ~bb•JbtnL @bup ~b~~·bntp 
J•n•f~puntpbwb q•pq wntn~ dbnb•pqntPptbbbpntb: 

bnr•2t1t b~b~bg-tnJ •bntu~, Bntbnt•p :lOp 2•P•~·~bptPb, •n•tbt btu 
~P•P nqbtnpt •utb f•u•qP pmpb~z•bbp~: Ut qni~p•b•4•~ ~pbbq ·~opppb 
nL bpq~b 2nLbtn~ tbgntwb' •bnbp IIIL~Lb bL ~·ubgn~nLpptb up·~-n~•i, 
"'P•P Dqbpb •tbtP b~•u••tnp ~Ju•bbbp u•b~bbt bqb~bg•q•b bt •qq•J~b 
•n•l•~pntPbwbg ~~wtnpumb fwu•r: 

~'•pfbbbp rtJupb~ f•tfwJb ~•Jntpptb~ bt q~ u•~~bbp np •utbp~ 
•btw~tu pntnpnt•b Jb•b 2"LC'l~ ~nqbtnp ~n~ptpb, b~•4•b Nnp~ntp~pb, 
•p~b.bg bL bp~••u•r1•g upntPptbbbpntb, np~tu 1P i•tf•Jbp•JPb qbwbp~ 
up2• Ub•J qtp•Lnp bt Uu•ntbut ~pqbtnt•b 2bnp~tbp~ •pdwb•tnp ~bp~n~ 
u••ntgntpb ~•Jg• b~b~bgtnJ p•pbqwp~ntp&.b bt •J u2•4ntP•JPb l•n•b­
qntPb•bg ~·f•~•hu•b nt ••pwbu•b: 

~n~•bupbp 34, 197~ 
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Pastor's Message 

"Come, let us build the Holy Altar of light-." 

Dear Parishioners: 

We have built the church. We kneaded our faith, our inspiration and sweat 
with the stone and mortar of the structure. Your efforts and sacrifices are crowned 
with complete success. The church building and the cultural center are now our 
pride and glory. "Thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee 
openly." 
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Our work is not yet completed, however, because the ultimate 
purpose in building a church reveals itself only in the midst 
of eternity. Working in the service of the Lord is likened to 
climbing a mountain , the peak of which is in God 's domain. 

We receive the precious inheritance of our fathers and strive 
to enrich it and to pass it on to the next generations to continue 
this sacred mission. The greatest happiness and reward lies 
in the attaining of a worthy goal. For this reason, the faith 
practiced within the church, and its fruits , arc more important. 

Archbishop Karekin Servantzdiants, an eminent /\m1enian 
churchman of the past generation, once visited an Armenian 
community where they had just completed a most imposing 
and costly church buikling. He praised the people, the build­
ing and its architectural beauty, but added. "l would not 
exchange all of this for a true Christian soul." 

The important meaning, therefore, is that we usc the church ami its physical aspect 
as a means toward the goal of becoming true Christians and that we grow stronger 
in our faith and in our love of God and His children. 
May the blessing of our Lord be always upon you. 

Prayerfully, 
Rev. Guregh Yetenekian 



Brief History of the Armenian Church 

The Church of Am1enia acknowledges as its original founders two of the twelve apostles of 
Christ, Thaddeus and Bartholomew. 

In the year 30 I, there happened a most important event not only in the history of Armenia, but 
in the annuals of the Christian Church. The faith which from the beginning had been relent­
lessly persecuted throughout the world, was proclaimed as the national religion of Armenia. 

The man who made light shine in the land of Armenia, was St. Gregory, called the "Enlightener" 
or "Illuminator" of Armenia. He was formally elected as the supreme head of the Church. 

The one serious disadvantage that the church labored under 
was the lack of an Armenian alphabet. All the scriptures 
had to be read in Greek or Syriac. One of the scholars of 
the time, Mesrob Mashtotz, a fonner secretary of the royal 
court, left his position to take the vows of the missionary 
monk. After searching, traveling and consulting with 
brilliant scholars, Mesrob composed an alphabet of 36 letters 
in which every sound of the Armenian language was 
represented. 

In 450, Yazgerd II, king of Persia, issued a decree commanding all 
Christians to embrace Mazdeism. A violent revolt began under Vartan 
Mamigonian. Overwhelmed at the battle of Avarayr ( 451) Vartan was 
killed together with more than a thousand of his men. The death of 
Vartan was a severe loss for the Armenians, but the battle of Avarayr 
saved the nation . 

The Annenian Church celebrates the anniversary of the Battle of Avarayr 
and pays tribute to the heroes who fell on that field. Their memorial day 
is a major holiday for all Armenians. 
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The AmlCnian Church accept<; the first three Ecumenical CounciJs of Nicea, Constantinople, 
and Ephesus, where the fundamental doctrines and principles of Christianitv were declared 
and adopted by all churches. Tts hierarchal organitation consists of the Catho.licos the supreme 
head of the Am1enian Church, who resides in the ancient city ut Etchmiadzin, the 
Catholicate of Cilicia, the Patriarchates of Jerusalem and Constantinople, and various 
dioceses under the juri diction of the patriarchates and catholicates. The clergy of the 
Armenian Church are of two classes: the married clergy who are mo t often the parish 
priests; and the celibate priests, who are eligible to rise in the ranks of the hierarchy. 

The Armenian Church has remained autonomous to this dav, but 
it is taking part in ecumenical dialogue. In the 7th centur)•, the 
Arab heoonony over Am1enia began and in the 15th century it 
was continued b\' the Turks. Nevertheless, under the Catholici, 
Armenians refused to con\'ert to the religion of Islam. 

A near-devastating blow was delivered to the Armenians in the 
period of 1914-18 when the Turks massacred nearly two million 
of the Am1enian population under the rule, the survivors were 
scattered throughout the world. 

The number of Armenians in North America today is about 400,000. The Armenian 
Church of North America has hvo dioceses. The Eastern diocese, with a population of 
2 50,000, known officially as the Diocese of North America, has jurisdiction over Canada, 
1\Jexico, Cuba and all the United States except California. The Western Diocese was 
organized in 1928 and has jurisdiction over the 150,000 Armenian population of California. 

In the last 24 years, 21 new churches have been built in the Eastern Dioce e. The 
number of parishes now total 43 in the east, and l3 in the west. 

In Canada there are 5 parishes; l\1ontreal, Toronto, Hamilton, St. Catharines, and Van­
couver with a population of 20,000. 
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Saint :\les rob. The inventor of the Arm e nia n a lphabet a nd the co-fo und l' r of 
the Golden Age of Arm e nia n lit e rature a nd of Chri s tian Armenian cu lture. He 
was a lso the inventor of the Georgia n a lphabet, and a n adv isor in the invent ion 
of the Gothi c alphabe t. 



St. Mesrob 

Prior to that time, Armenian was the spoken language, but there was no 
written Armenian language. Persian, Greek and Syrian were the languages 
used depending on the geographic location of the people. The Bible was 
read in Greek and Syriac in the churches and then translated into 
Armenian. St. Mesrob, who had been a secretary at the royal court and 
was a very learned man, had left the court and taken vows as a missionary 
monk. As he traveled about and tried to teach, he became convinced that 
Christianity had no chance to endure in Armenia unless people could 
have access to the Bible in the Armenian language. He received the 
support and total commitment of the Catholicos, Sahag, in meeting this 
need. After extensive research and study, while he was in Samosad, as 
though in a vision, he created the alphabet of 36 letters to which two 
letters were later added. As a people we attach particular significance 
to the fact that once the alphabet had been created, the very first task 
they undertook was the translation of the Holy Bible. St. Mesrob's miracle 
continued, and a people who had not had a written language, no grammar, 
no rules for literary form, translated the Bible into Classical Armenian. 
The translation has been referred to by scholars as "The Queen of 
Translations." 

It is no ·wonder that as Armenian pilgrims travel to Armenia, one site they are certain to 
visit is St. Mesrob's tomb in Oshagan., 

17 



St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church History 
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An additional $7,000 was 
spent for repairs, renova­
tions, and changes to con­
fonn with standards as set 
forth by the Diocese. The 
altar with its intricate carv­
ings was fashioned and 
built by Avak Akgulian, the 
altar and door paintinRS 

ere done by Gulbank 
Akgulian and The Hoi 
Sepulcre was built by Sahag 
Jansouzian. The b~tismal ,._ 
funt was a personal gilt of 
the first permanent priest, 
Rev. Vartan TavidiaD. 

Fonner St. Mesrob Priests 

Re''· Vartan Tavidian 
(1923- 1929) 

Re\', Arsen Torosian 
(1940) 

Re,., Khoren 1amigonian 
(1941 - 194 3 ) 

Very Re\'. Soukias Kalfayan 
(194 3 - 194 5) 

Re\', Artocn Sempadian 
(1950- 1955) 

Re\'. 1\lesrob A\'edian 
(1957- 1959) 

He\'. Dajad A. Da\'idian 
(1962- 1969) 

The church's ROdfather, Krikor Keishian, re­
quested that tlie church bear the name of 
St. fesrob, the founder of the Annenian 
alphabet. 

St. lesrob Armenian Apostolic Church, 1326 
State Street, Racine, \Visconsin, was consecrated 
on December 25, 1925, h\' the Primate, Arch­
bishop Tirayre Ho\'anessian. 
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HAIRABED 

MIKAELIAN 

SAHAG 

JANSOUZIAN 

ARMENAG 

VIDIAN 

CHARLES 

HARDY 

Deacons and Servers 

PENIAMIN 

TOROSIAS 

HAROUTUNE 

BAROOTIAN 

SAMUEL 

AVAKIAN 

MIKAEL 

GARDOUKIAN 
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HAJINIAN 

ZERON 

DANAJIAN 

SAHAG 

VARTANIAN 

HOVHANNES 

GURUNIAN 

(Not Pictured) 



Deacons 

Deacons (Sarc1111ags) constitute the fourth rank in 
the hierarchy in our church. According to the 
book of the Acts of the Apostles, certain persons 
were appointed to serve at the communal dinners 
held before or after religious services where 
Christians used to come together having "all 
things common." Later, when those dinners were 
changed into spiritual banquets, the same servers 
became deacons at the alt8r, assisting the priests 
in ofticUUing the Sacraments. 

The distinctive identification of Deacon, Subdeacon, and Kisasarcavag is the stole 
(Ourar) which he wears upon the left shoulder during all church services. 
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Parish Council 

"The parish assembly shall elect from among its members a parish council ... , who shall be custodians 
of the properties of the church and shall, together with the parish priest, be in charge of the conduct of 
the affairs of the parish." 

The St. Mesrob Parish Council consists of a seven-member Board of Trustees. 
Presently its members are: 

George Stevoff, Chairman 
Sahag AkRUlian, Vice-Chairman 
Nishan lfacherian, Secretary 
Harry Armaganian, Treasurer 
Harry Boranian, Gene Chardukian, Dan Mikaelian 

Every Wednesday evening the Board along with its President, Rev. Guregh Yetenekian, 
meets at the church hall. 

The duties of the Board are: 
to collect dues and all other income. 
to maintain proper records in a Register of Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths. 
to ensure the proper and regular performances of church services. 
to establish, to supervise and to give moral and financial support to the various schools of 

the parish. 
to prepare the annual budget and submit it to the Parish Assembly for approval. 
to examine the accounts of its subordinate bodies. 
to carry out the decisions of the Parish Assembly. 
to present to the Parish Assembly its financial statement after it is approved by the Auditing 

Committee. 
to encourage all educational, benevolent, and cultural organizations in the community. 
to execute the instructions given them by the Arachnord and the Diocesan Council on 

matters relating to the administration of the Diocese and the Parish. 

Probably the bi_ggest and most time-consumin~ project of the Board is the planning, 
preparation and execution of the annual Madagh. At St. Mesrob great emphasis was 
always placed on this event not only for its religious significance but also for its 
financial rewards. 
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Translation of the Minutes of the First Recorded 
Trustee Meeting 

First Trustee meeting of the Armenian Apostolic Church, January 13, 1918, Racine. 

AGENDA 
I. Election of new officers of the Board. 

2. Assignment of a three member committee which will represent the 
Armenian community. 

3. Decision to keep up-to-date financial records and minutes in an 
official hook. 

RESOLUTION - 1. During the first meeting ·of trustees of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, which was held on January 13, 1918, at 804 State 
Street (Barsam Kalfayan's home) at which time the election of 
the Board of Officers took place. The officers are as follows: 

Hovannes Poladian, Chairman 
Khachig Dedeian, Secretary 
Avak Akgulian, Treasurer 
Rupan Mananian, Vice-chairman 
Barsam Meneshian, Vice-Secretary 
Neshan Kazerian and Barsam Kalfayan, Counselors 

RESOLUTION- 2. The Board of Trustees appointed a committee of three from 
its body which will have the duty of representing the Armenian 
community whenever and wherever need will be felt. 

Those representatives are as follows: 
Neshan Kazerian, Barsam Kalfayan, Rupan Mananian. 

RESOLUTION- 3. We, the trustees of the Armenian Apostolic Church in Racine 
have also decided to keep, hereafter, an up-to-date official 
minutes hook which shall also include our organization's 
financial records. 

The meeting was adjourned after the recitation of the Lord's 
Prayer. 

Newly elected trustees of the Armenian Apostolic Church in Racine. 

(signatures) 
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Building Committee 

JoJm EsaJian 
Sam Akgiillan 

ike Janikian 
George Gulbankian 
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The project was started in early 1972 with the relocation of the parish home. 
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Ladies' Aid Society 

St. Mesrob Church's largest and oldest women's orpnization, the Ladies' Aid Society, has been 
in existence since the founding of the church in 1925. The five women serving on the 1924 
nineteen-member building committee became the first executive body of the Ladies' Aid: Mrs. 
Mary Dadian, Chairman; Mrs. Johar Dadian, Mrs. Margaret Hajinian, Mrs. Hripsime Kamalian, 
and Mrs. Haiganoosh Kirkorian. 

Service is the instrument which keeps the group active and useful-whether it be visiting 
the sick and bereaved, welcoming a newcomer, extending a hand of helpfulness, or servicing 
a funeral reception. 

"Light is the task when many share the toil" is a verity that typifies the prevailing 
spirit in all of their endeavors. The organization has won its greatest fame in 
specialty cooking and Armenian delicatessen baking. This talent is u~d not 
only to produce revenue for their treasury, but it is drawn upon by all of the 
church organizations for their own particular projects. 

Some of their many tasks are preparing holy bread (mas), financially assisting the 
Sunday School and the Armenian School, sewing church vesbnents, m'anaging the 
shish-kebob stand at the annual Madagh. In former years when no outside services 
were hired, they, together with the Trustees, undertook all custodial duties. 

The 1972 membership roster lists 108. Through the years the original $2.00 yearly membership dues 
has remained unchanged. A seven-member executive committee undertakes all projects and activities. General 
membership meetings are held on call. Through self-denial, sacrifice and careful budgeting they have been 
successful in adding upwards of $1,000 each year to the treasury. 

Faith in God, concern for the welfare of the Church, and hard work are the contributing factors to the 
Ladies' Aid longevity and success. 

Serving with Miss Anna Keishian, Chairman of the 1972 committee, are: Mrs. Elizabeth Eland, Mrs. Mary 
Kamakian, Mrs. Rose Minasian, Mrs. Lucille Nield, and Mrs. Osanna Torosian; also the late Mrs. Zaroahy 
Akgulian. 
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St. Mesrob Women's Guild 

The St. Mesrob Women's Guild was organized by the Very Reverend Soukias 
Kalfayan. Their first meeting was held on July 17, 1945. Its executive board 
consisted of: Mrs. Blanch Hardy, Chainnan; Mrs. Evelyn Armaganian, Vice­
Chairman; Miss Rose Kirkorian, Secretary; Miss Altoon Levonian, Correspond­
ing Secretary; Miss Alice Garabedian, Treasurer and Mrs. Virginia Musurlian, 
Assistant Treasurer. 

This organization/rovides an opportunity for young women, full of enthusiasm 
and new ideas an a willingness to work, to serve their Church in some tangible 
way. The objectives of the Women's Guild are to cultivate among members the 
spirit of mutual Christian love and cooperation by moral, spiritual, educational 
and social activities and to cooperate with the Priest and all organizations 
affiliated with the Church for the material progress of the church. 

The activities and fund-raising projects of the Guild have been many and varied. The first major proj­
ect of the Women's Guild was to purchase and install a new organ for St. Mesrob in 1948. However, two 
very important services rendered year after year by the Guild are to provide fresh flowers for the altar every 
Sunday and to make quarterly visits to the Armenian aged and ill at many convalescent homes in Racine 
County. In addition, each year the Guild sponsors a dinner and program to honor and entertain their mothers. 
Over $9,000 was given to the Building Committee for the new church complex. 

The Guild has 4 5 members at_present. Membership meetings are held on the 
last Thursday of each month. The 1972 officers are: Mrs. Marjorie Mikaelian, 
Chairman; Mrs. Elizabeth Eland, Vice-Chairman; Mrs. Anna Chadergian, Cor­
responding Secretary; Mrs. Jeanne Armaganian, Recording Secretary; Mrs. Mary 
D. Akgulian, Treasurer; Mrs. Sue Vidian, Assistant Treasurer. The advisors 
are Mrs. Mary Domanico and Mrs. Mary Kaprelian. 
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Train up a child in the way be should go; and when be is old, he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 

The aim of Sunday School is to bring the teachings of Jesus Christ to their children and members; 
teachings that give meaningful value and worth to this life> teachings of love toward our brethren; 
teachings of respect and honor; teachings of order, law and authority, teachin~ of humility, kind­
ness, honesty, truth: teachings that prepare Christians for a far better, happier life in heaven with 
the Lord. 
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Sunday School 

That desire to han~ our children reared in the teachings of the Bible was prominent in the minds of our first 
two superintendents, Toms 1\ladaghian and Jack Madaghian. That same desire has continued along with the 
sul·ceeding superintendents in Harry Boranian and Sam Kaprelian, the present superintendent. At one time, 
for a number of years, in place of a superintendent, a Board of Directors governed Sunday School. 

St. 1\lesrob Sunday Sl·hool, the first founded by an Armenian Apostolic Church in the Americas, is observ­
ing its 37th Annh·ersary this year. The Racine Sunday Schoo) was chartered by Archbishop Mampre KaJ­
fayan in 19 3 5 after a eight year crusade for such a school by Toros M adaghian, its founder. 

Since its founding, Sunday School has 
continued without interuption on a year­
round basis until 1968, when a summer 
rel't•ss was instituted. Sessions arc one­
hour in length, from ten to clc,·cn o'clock 
cm:h Sunday morning. The first portion 
of this period is devoted to general assem­
bly, with the superintendent leading in 
the opening prayer, deli,·ering a devo­
tional talk, and making announcements. 
FoHowing a fifteen-minute hymn sing, 
the assembly disperses into graded classes. 
The cross and crown pin award system, 
an international one, is used to promote 
perfect attendance. Once monthly the 
major portion of class time is spent at­
tending church services. The year is cli­
maxed with a presentation of a Christ­
mas pageant. Sunday School attendance 
reached an all-time high in 1963 with 
I 08 students. Enrollment for 1972 was 
75. 

The 1972 teaching staff includes Janet 
Barootian, Miss Margaret Garbedian, 
Mrs. Jeanne Armaganian, Mrs. Nancy 
Kazarian, 1\'lrs. Claire Kadamian, Mrs. 
Var Cherkinian, Mrs. Elsie Garoukian, 
Miss Hunaz Hazarian, Mrs. Paulette 
Barootian, Miss Lucy Derderian, Mrs. 
Helen 1\tinasian, Mrs. Mary K. Akgulian, 
and Steve Barootian as assistant to Sam 
S. Kaprelian. 

"You are dedicated to a great and sacred mission. Selflessly, e~ .ergetically and optimistically, \ 'OU serve our 
centuries-old Church and our faithful people, through your work for our new generation, and for the spir­
itual life of our children." 

His Holiness, Catholicos Vasken I 
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The St. Mesrob Choir 

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly • • • singing with grace in your 
hearts unto God." Colossians 3: 16 
St. Mesrob Church has prided itself on the quality of its choirs since the church 
was founded. We have been grateful for the leadership_provided by Deacon 
Peniamin Torosian, Nina J:soonan, Paul Chobanian, Charles Balian, Berge 
Mikaelian Pat Balian, Nis Chaderjian and Margaret Dadian. 

The St. Mesrob choir has been one of the few in the North American Diocese 
who can sing the Gomidas Badarak, the Elanalian Badarak and the .Axevekal 
Service in its entirety. The choir has made trips to Minneapolis, Minnesota to 
perform services for the Armenians in the area, as well as to Other sister parisheS 
in the Midwest. In the past the choir under the direction of Charles Balian, 
has presented concerts of secular and sacred music. Miss Janet Cherkinian has 
beeri serving as organist for the past 7 years. 
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The Armenian School 

At the request of the Trustees, Armenian schools have existed in 
Racine since the founding of our church. Student enrollments have 
fluctuated from over one hundred to the current!}' enrolled forty­
eiRht students. They have met in the church hall, at the public 
scllools and at the university extension. The first teachers were 
M. Garabedian and Hairabed Mikaelian. The names of some other 
~t teachers are: Varteres Garoukian, Manoog Derderian, Egbia 
Gelenian, George Jigerjian, Hripsime Zalementz, Anna Barootian, 
Nuvart Kalagian, Anna Keishian and others. 

The funds for the operation of the school have been raised by affairs sponsored by the educational 
committee and the trustees. Donations have also been received from the I:adies' Aid, the Young Wom­
en's Guild and the AGBU. 

The-end-of-the-year program presented by the students is an affair eagerly looked forward to with 
anticipation. 

Lack of facilities has been a real handicap to the dedicated teachers and eager students. In the new 
cultural center, we will have adequate cl8ssroom space and a real learning environment. 

The 1972 teaching staff: 
Rev. GUregh Yeteneldan 
Mrs. .Araxie Hardy 
Mrs. Mary K. Akgulian 
Mrs.ElsieGarouldan 
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Mikael Garoukian Rev. Guregh Yetenekian 
1972 Diocesan Delegates 
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Bible Study Group 

BmLE STUDY GROUP 
St. Mesrob's present Bible Study Group_!J!eets each Thursday afternoon iD the church hall with both 
the ReverendS Guregb Yetenekian and Krikor Hairabedian presicting. The grou~~ dedicated to discuss 
and learn truths concerning the faith of out Lord. They meet .In laopes of emi · g their Jives through 
His understanding. 
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The Educational Committee 

THE EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE 

The current educational committee was appointed by the Board of Trustees and is made up of the 
following members: Miss Tarquin Andekian, Chairman, Mrs. Virginia Musurlian, Myron Mikaelian, 
Mike Manogian, Mrs. Claire Kadamian, and Mrs. Marie Chardukian. The responsibility of the committee 
has been to recruit staff members, enroll students and meet the financial needs of the Armenian School 
through various fund raising functions. 

From 1925 throusili 1944 these duties were carried out by the Parish Council. In 1944, the Parish 
Council appointecf an educational committee whose function was to meet the needs of both the 
Armenian School and the Sunday School. This committee continued to serve until 19 52 at which 
time, a new committee was fonned to deal specifically with the needs of the Armenian School. 
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Armenian Church Youth Organization of America 

On 5eiJtmnber 4, 1966 the Racine Chapter was awarded the "A­
AwJ at the 20th Annual Assembly in l>rovidence, R.I. 

The national ACYOA is now in the process of being reorganized bY the Diocese. Howe'fel', the RadDe ACYOA 
continues to be active in the social, cultural and spiritUal life ol our Church. ManJ, of the chmch leaders 
of today originally worked together in the ACYOA. 
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ALTAR SOCIETY 

The present St. Mesrob Altar Society was founded in November, 1971. Its members are Mrs. Marie 
Chardukian, Chairman, Mrs. Rose Kaprelian, Mrs. Elizabeth DerHovsepian and Mrs. Mary Katibian. 
Deacon Charles Hardy serves as its advisor and consultant. 

Originally, the intent of forming an altar society was for the purpose of mending and repairing robes 
for the choir, deacons, and acolytes. Their duties, however, have been expanded to include altera­
tion and upkeep of vesbnents and providing needed robes and accessories for the deacons. 

To further make use of their talents, the Parish Council asked for their assistance in planning and 
procuring the draperies for the new church. 
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St. Mesrob Ball Team 

Since 1950 St. l\lesrob has sponsored a softball team in the Racine Church League. During these years the ball 
teams have won three championships. The first two championships were won in 1959 and 1961 with the latest 
one being achieved this year. 

The players throughout the years ha\'e prm•ided our congregation with delightful entertainment and thrills with 
their skills and abilities. The congregation in turn has supported their team. 

The players of the I 9 7 2 team are: 

Robert Akulian 
l\tike Garoukian 
Armand 1\lazmanian 
Naz Chalekian 
Leo Hagopian 
Paul tinasian 
Adam Chalekian 
Sam Samuelian 
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George Buchaklian 
Kirk Buchaklian 
John Buchaklian 
Dan Korakian 
Steve Barootian 
Garo Injasoulian 
Gary ViClian 
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The Significance of Consecration 

In the Book of Genesis, it is written: "And be (Jacob) took a stone, and set it 
uf for a pillar, an<! poured oll on top of it; he called the name of the Place, House 
o God-Bethel". (Chapter 28. 18-19). Thus began the ritual origins of the con­
secration of a Christian Church, which go as far back as Hebrew times to the 
consecration of Solomon's temple. 

Consecration is "the act by which a person or thing is separated from common use 
and permanently dedicated to the service of God". Besides its permanence, a consecra­
tion is distinguished from simple blessing by its greater solemnity. 

The word "Church" (ecclesia) originally_ referred to the group of people who came together in order to 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy. The first Christians did not have special buildings for their religious serv­
ices. They gathered together in private houses. It was only after the end of the third century that the 
erection of church buildings began. Our own mother church at Holy Etchmiadzin has the distinction of 
being one of the very first buildings in the world built especially as a church. 

The essential part of the consecration of an Armenian Church is first the anointment of the Altar, then 
of the two pillars of the front of the Ambon (where the lectern is placed), then consecutively of the 
western, northern and southern sides of the church, and finally of the Main door. All but the Altar, 
Ambon and the Main Door are consecrated in the name of the twelve Apostles and of St. Paul. The 
anointing is done with Holy Chrism or Muron and incense is used throughout the service. Holy 
Chrism is the symbol of grace or devine presence. Incense is the symbol of praise. 
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In a truly Christian communit\' all buildings and all things should serve God. An Annenian church is a building 
where our Lord Himself is bodily present because the Divine Liturgy is celebrated there every Sunday. For this 
reason it has a ,·ery special function. It should be set apart and it should be consecrated. 

\\'hen a church is consecrated, it is also given a "name". \Ve do not merely name a church, we actually entrust 
it to the special care of the saint, or saints, to whom the church is dedicated. We make a gift of the church to 
him. The "naming" of a church also im·ol\'es a promise. It is a promise of the people of the church to live 
according to the ideals of the saint invoked, or according to the will of God. 

Our church therefore has been "set apart" for a special, sacred purpose. It has been 
dedicated to God. \\'e ha\'e entrusted oursel\'es to the special care of the saint or 
saints inmked, and have promised to live as they would wish us to live, namely accord­
ing to the holy will of God. 

The name of our new church, which is the continuation of our old church on State 
Street of the same name, has been dedicated to the memory of Saint 1\'lesrob. Saint 
1\lesrob im·ented the Armenian alphabet in 393 A.D. Saint 1\lesrob and Saint Sahag 
translated the Hoh Bible into Armenian in 426 A.D. They founded the Golden Age 
of Armenian literature and the Christian culture of the Armenians. 

A consecration is also a joyous occasion. It is natural to feel happy and fulfilled when 
a tremendous task has been successfully completed, and we behold cl worthwhile 
achie,·ement of our own. But we cannot rest until the gift that we make to God through 
his saints is as perfect as we can make it. We must make our church as beautiful as pos­
sible, engaging the help of the finest artists and using the best materials available 
within the utmost of our financial means. And we must aim, above all, to achieve 
our own spiritual perfection. 

A church is, after all, a house which shelters a family. The people of a parish are 
a famih·. \\'e must make a renewed effort on the occasion of the consecration of our 
church · to make the Armenian Christian family of Racine one that brings honor to 
the name "Armenian" and does justice to the name "Christian". 
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Description of the Ceremony of Consecration 

On the eve of Consecration, the bishop, the clergy, the choir and the congregation gather outside the Church. 
The ceremony of Consecration begins with solemn chanting of devotional hymns before the closed door of 
the Church. The bishop knocks ceremonially at the door of the Church which is then opened and the pro­
cession enters the Church. 

This is a symbolic servke signifying the Lord's acceptance of c\•erybody who wishes to re<:eive salvation into 
His Church. Then prayers of Thanksgiving, psalms of glorification are said and joyous hymns of triumph 
are sung for the Lord's acceptance of His people and for His mercy upon His flock. 

On Sunday morning, at the beginning of Holy Liturgy, two deacons, bearing two bowls of water and wine, 
wash the altar and the pillars of the altar first with water and then with wine. And while they arc washing, 
two priests recite the twenty-sixth Psalm in antiphon: "Judge me, 0 Lord, for I have walked in my integ­
rity ... " While they are reciting the Psalm, the Archbishop and Bishop <:ome forth before the altar, vested. 
One of the priests holding the Holy Chrism ( Soorp M uron) goes before the Bishops and then they all go up 
the bema singing the hymn pertaining to the building of the Church by the Apostles and the missionary 
work of St. Gregory the Illuminator. 

Then the Archbishop censes the Holy Chrism, the clergy and the people. Receiving the Holy Chrism, he 
blesses the congregation with it, and then lays it upon the altar. 

Two of the clergy recite the twenty-third Psalm, "The Lord is my Shepherd .... " 

Then the dergy sing the fifth verse, "Thou has prepared before me a table ... " 
The Archbishop says a prayer. Then the choir sings the hymn of Holy Spirits, and, while they sing, he pours 
some of the Holy Chrism on top of the altar three times, also in a small cup; this i followed by the whole 
l'Ongregation singing; "Amen, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia .... " 

The Archbishop, with his right thumb dipped in the Holy Chrism, anoints the top of the Altar in the 
fonn of the Cross. 

The Archbishop and the Bishop, in like manner, anoint the following, one after the other: the four corners 
and the front of the altar, the two pillars of the altar, the center of the front of the bema, the east wall 
(abo\·e the main entrance), the north si<le of the Church on the wall, the south side of the Church on the 
wall. 
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time the Bishops anoint these special spots, they intone: "Blessed, anointed and sanctified be ~e toe 
Divine Holy Altar of Saint Mesrob Church, with this sign of the Cross and with this Holy Gospel 

with this Holy Chrism, and with the grace of this day in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages". 

the consecration of the Church, the Antasdan, which is the solemn blessing of the four sides of the 
takes place. 

The Bishops and the clergy then ascend to the bema; one of the Bishops censes the altar and the congregation. 
One of the priests presents the seven vestments of the altar on a tray to the Bishops. These are a large 
white, clean cover, four capes, an apron to be bung in front of the altar and a white corporal. The priests 
also presents five lighted candles, the Holy Gospel, the Cross, and the picture of the Blessed Holy Mother 
of Jesus. The Bishops then place them all on the altar, kissing them one by one. 

During these arrangements, two deacons say Psabn ninety-three, "The Lord is Kind; He is clothed with 
majesty" Then comes the prayer of consecration. The curtain is drawn and the deacons adorn the altar 
with ornaments, candles and flowers. At this time the following lessons are read from the Holy Scriptures: 

1) Isaiah-Chapter 60: 1-13 
2) 1st Epistle of the Apostle Peter, 2: 4-10 
3) The Gospel of St. Matthew, 7: 24-2 7 

Then the curtain is withdrawn and the choir sings the hymn: "Loosavorya Yeroosaghem"-"Lighten Up, 
0 Jerusalem, for Thy light is come". 

the hymn is sung, the candlelight service begins, signifying the conclusion of the Consecration and 
of the celebration with the Bishops lighting their candles from the altar, passing on the light 

clergy who pass it on to the people to light their candles. The clergy then kiss the Holy Altar 
come down in a procession and arrive in the chancel around the Bishops, who offer the Last Prayer 
dose this special ceremony singing and reciting The Lord's Prayer. 
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In Memory of 
Alex Manoogian 

Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Cherkinian 

Carl Ammeian 

Mr. & Mrs. George C. Sahagian 

Sam Paragamian 

Mr. & Mrs. 1urad Gengozian 

Mr. & Mrs. Sahag Akgulian 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Kamakian 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack M. Krikorian 

Arsen Andekian & Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Seraph Kaprelian 

Mrs. Anna Hazarian 
Miss Hunaz Hazarian 
Miss Alice Hazarian 
Parnik Hazarian 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hachikian 
Miss Judy Hachikian 

Mr. & Mrs. K. Akgulian 

Mr. & Mrs. Perry Paragamian 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Buchaklian 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kaprelian 

Mr. & 1rs. Paul Buchaklian 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Buchaklian 

Mrs. Eghsig Kasapian 

Mrs . Edward Jankowski 

Mark Akgulian Family 

l\1 rs . Altoun Taktakian 

1rs. Vartenie Daclian 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Dadian 
Mr. & Mrs . Mark Akgulian 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Williams 
Mr. & Mrs . Don Julie 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Yahnian 

Mrs. A. Levonian 
Miss Altoun Levonian 
Mr. & Mrs. James Nield 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kaclamian 

George, Michael & Richard Kadamian 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sahakian 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Taktakian 
Mr. & Mrs. Vaughn Bishop 
Mr. & Mrs. John Julian 

Mr. & Mrs. George Kulafjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Minas Minasian 

Mr. & Mrs . Charles Garbeclian 
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Kalos Cherkinian, Lucy Papelian 
and Vahan Jandegian 

George Ammeian 

Alexander Sahagian 

David Paragamian 

A vak & Zarouhy Akgulian 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Krikorian and 
Tony Torosian 

Mrs. Margaret Kaprelian 

Arakel Hazarian 

Miss Virginia Hachikian 

Kirkor & Sim1a Buchaklian 

Gar y Buchaklian 

Kaprial Kasapian 

Mrs. Hunazant Chorbajian 

Hajy Hovsep Taktakian 

Mihran Dadian 

Boghos Yahnian 

Mr. & Mrs. Kerkor Kadamian 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Butzine 

Mr. & Mrs. Kerkor Kadamian 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Butzine 

Jack H agop Taktakian 
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In Memory of 
l\lr. & 1rs. Sarki s Mikaelian 

lr. & l\ Irs. Toros Madaghi an 

l\1 r . & 1rs. John Topali an 

l\ I r . & Mrs. rshag Aza ri an 

Jr. & Irs. H arrv Arm aganian 

l\lr. & 1rs. Dan M i kaelian 

l\lr. & Mrs. 1esag Vidia n 

Mr. & 1 rs. C harl es I usurli an 

Mr. & l\1 rs. AI Paragami an 

l\ I r. & 1rs. Vah an Paragamian 

St. Mesrob Church Choir 
St. 1esrob A.C.Y.O .A. 

Mr. & l\1 rs. Artin Balian 
Miss Pat Balian 

C urti s, Cynthia & Nancy ahaki an 

1rs. T ervanda Armaga nian 

lr . & Mrs. H . Akguli an 

l\lrs. Pilaz E merzian 
Sarki s Emerzian 
Mr. & 1rs. J . Emerzian 

Rupen Avakian 

Mr. & Mrs. Mihran T opali an 

l\1 r. & l\1 rs. Toros Koroghlanian 

Mrs. D . Gengozian 

Mr. & Mrs. Rupan Kaprelian 

l\1 rs. l\1 arv Katbian 

1rs. Varva r Cherkinian 

l\1 r. & 1 rs. M ihran Kachichian 

l\1 rs. Sam Arm aga n ian 

Dr. Sam l\1 ikaeli an 

\ Villiam Edward Kaprelian 

l\li ss Janet Cherkini an 

Mr. & Mrs. H arry Kalajian 

Fr. D ajad D avidian 

l\ I anoug Gengozian 

l\lr. & Irs. A. Antrcassian 

l\ I r. & 1rs. Lou Paragamian 

Richard , C harl es & la rv Va rtanian & Families 

lr. & Irs. Jack H arvey 

.l\ lr. & l\lrs. T on ' l\ linas ian 

l\ liss Shockey GengoLian 

l\ lrs. Altoun OgJanian 

l\lrs. Anna Barootian 

Irs. T akouhi T orosian 
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Benjamen Meldonian 

Benjamen Meldonian & Armenag Vidian 

D avid P aragamian 

D avid Paragamian 

M ihran Armaganian 

Charles Emerzian 

Dickran Gengozian 

Garabecl & Anna Vartanian 

Dickran Gengozian 

Vahan Oglanian 

H arry Barooti an 

H ay rabecl T orosian 



In Memory of 
Mrs. Araxie Pehlivanian 

Mr. & Mrs. Vartevar Derderian 

Mr. & Mrs. Nishan Chaderjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Kaiser Kazarian 

Mr. & Mrs. Barsam Barsamian 

Harry Cherkinian, Jr. 

Mrs. Mary Kaprelian 

Mrs. Anna Dadian 

Mr. & Mrs . Sarkis DerSimonian 

Miss Joan Sahagian 

Alex Sahagian II 

Deborah J anikian 

George's Beauty Salon 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Gabrielian 

Mrs. Elizabeth DerHovsepian 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Salbashian 

Alan Sahakian 

Mrs. Guelma Masilian 

Mike Cherkinian 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Kaprelian 

Mrs. Mary Torosian 

Mr. & Mrs. Armand Mazmanian 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Derderian 

Paul Yahnian 

Mrs. Mary Yahnian 

Tina Yahnian 

Mr. & Mrs. Astaskas Tewagian 

Mrs. Ann Sahagian 

Mrs. Lucy Akgulian 
Miss Tondee Akgulian 

Anna Reiskytl 

Mr. & Mrs. S. Margosian 

Mr. & Mrs. Miran Paprigian 

Sam Matthew Kaprelian 

Garbis Derderian 

Tom Janikian 

Brian Mikaelian 

Leslie Mikaelian 

Mrs. Haiganush Bendian 

Miss Margaret Armaganian 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Levonian 

Mr. & Mrs. George Stevoff 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Vidian 

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Kachichian 
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Artin Pehlivanian 

Toros Tellian 

Alex Sahagian 

Alex Sahagian 

Dick J anigian 

Varteres & Manan Garoukian 

Tony Torosian 

Boghos Y ahnian 

Boghos Y ahnian 

Boghos Y ahnian 

Alexander Sahagian 

Mr. & Mrs. Artin Derderian 

Hage Sarkis Hajinian 

Hage Sarkis Hajinian 

Mr. & Mrs. John Levonian 

Ben Meldonian 

Armenag Vidian 



In Memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Chordegian 
Mrs. Alice Beck 

Sam Garabedian 

Mike Manogian & Family 

Harry Boranian 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Minasian 

Mr. & Mrs. AI Topalian 

St. Mesrob Bible Group 

Mr. & Mrs. Marderos M. Nersesian 

Mrs. Yeghsa Akulian & Family 

Sam Garabedian 

Mr. & Mrs. Sam S. Kaprelian 

Miss Margaret Armaganian 

John Kachigian 

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Chardukian 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hardy 

Miss Lucy Derderian 

Mr. & Mrs. Adam Barootian 

Mark Akgulian 

Mrs. Elizabeth Kalajian 

Nazar & David Azarian 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Solakian 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Koleske 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schuliet 

Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Ward 

Mr. & Mrs. Adam Domanico 

Tod Curtis Mikaelian 

Peter Sahagian 

Karen Garouldan 

Melanie Eland 

Kai A. Kazarian 

& Family 

John, Mark, Paul & Nancy Kaprelian 

Mikael V arteres Garoukian 

Donna Sahakian 

Jack Kazarian 
I 

Mr. & Mrs. John Esayian 

Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Kazarian 

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Akgulian 

Mr. & Mrs. Kay Mikaelian 

Mrs. Osanna Torosian 
Jack H. Torosian 

Mr. & Mrs. Tod Mikaelian 

Mrs. Margrit Eland 
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Mr. & Mrs. Vartan Chordegian 

Sarkis Manogian 

Garabed Boranian 

Nigohos & Nazale Janikian 

Harry & Elmast Topalian 
Simon & V arter Simonian 

Melky Nersesian 

Artin ( Koroghlanian) Akulian 

Rose ( Manogian ) Garabedian 

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Armaganian 

Mary (Janigian) Kachigian 

Jacob & Blanche Hardy 

Serabian Derderian 

Barsam Kalajian & Parsegh 

Sarkis Solakian 

Artin Pehlivanian 

Azar Torosian 

Varteres & Manan Garoukian 

Abe Eland & Hajy Kalajian 

Mehran Armaganian 

Varteres & Manan Garoukian 

Varteres & Manan Garoukian 

Nicholas Esayian 

Peter Torosian 

Loved Ones 



In Memory of 
Mrs. Serpouhy Artikian 
Nishan Hacherian 

Mr. & Mrs. M. Kalagian 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Sahakian & Family 

Mr. & 1rs. P. Gengozian 

Mr. & Mrs. Mikael Garoukian 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Cherkinian 

Mrs. Veron Chobanian 
Paul Chobanian 

Mr. & Mrs . Arthur 1usurlian 

Mr. & Mrs. Ardis Cherkinian & Nancy 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Janikian 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthon Akgulian 

Mrs. Mariam Aykierian 

John, Alice & Anna Keishian 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Musurlian 

1r. & 1rs. Nazaret Avakian 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Katibian 
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Varteres & Manan Garoukian 

Dickran GengO?ian 

Varteres & 1anan Garoukian 

Peter Chobanian 

Hairabed Cherkinian 

Mr. & 1rs. John Poladian 

Kirkor Aykierian 



Mr. & Mrs. David Manchester 
Michael & Virginia Madaghian 
James R. Derderian 
Mr. & Mrs. Misak Ekizian 

Patrons 

Dr. & Mrs. Delmar B. Pocket, Richard & Alison 
Mr. Mrs. Vasken Tourounjian 
Harry H. Torosian 
Mr. & Mrs. Krikor Derderian 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Gillis & Sons 
Harry Koroghlanian 
Sam & Jennie Boranian and Children 
Alice Poladian 
Abe Oglanian 
Mr. & Mrs. Esahag Haidarian 
John & Virginia Hachikian 
Mr. & Mrs. George Akgulian 
Mr. & Mrs. Kaiser Musurlian 
The Arakelian Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Topouzian 
Rose Mosigian 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Bedrosian 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Harvy 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Emerzian & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond L. McLellan & Children 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Takessian 
Lori Nield 
Mr. & Mrs. George Hagopian 
Mr. & Mrs. John Armaganian 

Mrs. Jessie Buchaklian 

Mr. & Mrs. ! azar Kalashian 
Paul A. Tewagian 
Roger Rossman Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben J. Mardoian 
Mr. & Mrs. John Engel 
Altoun Taktakian 
Harry & Sue Taktakian 
Vaughn & Eleanor Bishop 
John & Margaret Julian 
Mr. & Mrs. Artin Gebelian 
Mrs. A. Vidian 
William & Helen Rowlands 
l\1 r. & l\1 rs . Peter Chobanian 

Charles & Alice Mananian 
Jack & Mary Janclegian 
Joe & Sarah Page 
Sam & Rosalie Derder 
Roger & Betty Shatafian 

Mr. & Mrs. Harding Skenandore 
Mrs. Mazzie Mazmanian 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Gengozian & Children 

Mary Bendian and Daughters Julie 
and Virginia 

Mr. & 1rs. Armagan Armaganian 
Samuel E. Kaprelian 
Mr. & Mrs . Charles Merzian 
Dr. & Mrs. 1ichael Chobanian 
l\1r. & Mrs. Esay Esaian 
Akabe Gulbankian 
Mrs. John Borian 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Rapaelian 
Rosemary ( Akgulian ) Smith 

In Memory of Mesiah Ketchian 
by his daughter and her family 

In Memory of 
Alex Buchaklian 

In Memory of their parents­
Rupan and Alice Mananian 

In Memory of 
Kevork Bendian 



Mr. & Mrs. Harold Kargenian 
Haig & Alyce Chobanian 

Sahag Vartanian 

Dr. & Mrs. George Kaprelian 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin K. Simonian 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Avakian 
Andrew Mikaelian Family 
Mrs. Aghavney Musurlian 

John & Linda Kamakian 
Florence Tamerian Willis 

Patrons 
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In Memory of Vartan, 
Altoun & Marshall Vartanian 

In Memory of 
Penjamin Musurlian 



Patrons 
(sister churches) 

St. George Armenian Church 
10 15 McAree Road 
Waukegan, Illinois 

S. S. Joachim & Anne Armenian Church 
445 W. 119th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

Armenian Church of Our Saviour 
8 7 Salisbury Street 
Worcester, Massachusetts 

St. Gregory Illuminator Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 

Armenian Church of the Holy Resurrection 
11 Erwin Place 
New Britain, Connecticut 

St. John's Armenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Hy. 
Southfield, Michigan 

St. John Armenian Church 
7825 West Layton Avenue 
Greenfield, Wisconsin 

Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church 
of Greater Boston 
14 5 Brattle Street 
Cambridge, Mass. 

St. Sahag & St. Mesrob Am1enian Church 
70 Jefferson St. 
Providence, R. I. 
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Patrons 
(con tractors) 

We gratefully acknowledge the effort and fine workmanship contributed by the following contractors toward 
our building project: 

Al J. Seitz Associates Ltd. Sam Azarian Wrecking Co. 

Johnson & Henrickson Inc. Fred Petersen Tile Co. 

Advance Plumbing Co., Inc. Brannum Lumber Company 

Kaelber Plumbing & Heating Co. DeGelleke Co., Inc. 

Mericle Burritt Electric Inc. Jensen Block Inc. 
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