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SAINT MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

200 W. MT. PLEASANT AVENUE . LIVINGSTON, NEW JERSEY 07039
CHURCH HALL (201) 9929794 PARISH HOUSE (201) 992-8255

Very Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian, Pastor

March &, 1978

His Eminence

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

Mr., Arthur Tevanian, newly elected to the Parish Council
and confirmed by you, has submitted his resignation due to
personal reasons,

I am submitting to Your Eminence Mr, Albert Chamberjian
who had the next highest votes at our annual assembly to fill
in the vacancy created by Mr. Tevanian's resignation, for your
approval and confirmation.

Your humble servant,
,éz ZZ;%ﬁ7;7/E;f?AZ¢“______*

The Very Reverend
Father Houssig Bagdasian
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darch 5, 1982

The Yery Reverend Father Houssig Bagdasian
Pastor, $t. Mary Armenian Church

200 H. #t, Pleasant Ave,

Livingston, New Jersey Q7039

Dear Father Houssig:

The annual Parish Report feview Committee has reviewed the St.
Mary Armenian Church Report and wishes to advise the following:

1. Yhy ballots were cast for etght (8) candidates only rather than
the ten (10) listed which is the number that should have heen
vctad for on the slate?

2. Ko copy of the comoleted cleroy stipend sheat was subaiited
which should be & part of the Financial Report, with a thorough
detail of the stipend and any other benefits received,

3. The Assembly #uinutes do not contain the number of votes cast
for Auditing and Nomtnating Committee membars. '

4, The Assgmbly minutes do not specify the form of hallbtfng for
elections. 1t wust be specified whether balloting was done 1in
secret or ctherwise.

5. Please specify the date that {nvitations were mafled to
members. ‘

A1l addenda to the ainutes mmst be properly signed by the officars
and become a perwanent part af the minptes.

We awalt your prompt response in this natter,

Sincerely vours,

Frank Avakian Stoneson
Executive Uirector



April 16, 1984

The Very Reverend Fr. Houssig Bagdasian
Pastor, St. Mary Armenian Church

200 West Mount Pleasant Avenue
Livingston, NJ 07039

Dear Father Houssig:

This 1s to inform you that His Eminence Archbishep Torkom Mancogian
will visit the Livingston parish on November 17 and 18, 1984,

His Eminence will have to attend the Auxiliary Committee annual
event on Sunday, November 18th, and must, therefore, leave
for New York City at least at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday.

Respectfully,

Michael M. Kermian
Director
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February 25, 1985

The Very Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian, Pastor
President of the Parish Council

St. Mary Armenian Church

200 West Mount Pleasant Avenue

Livingston, NJ 07039

Dear Fr. Hdussig:

H.E. Archbishop Torkom Manoogian has accepted your 198 , parish annual
report, and enclosed is his letter of approval.

For your future reference, please note that it would be advisable to
have the pastor's report in a concise form, properly paragraphed and
margined so that it can be easily read.

Also, you had not enclosed a sample ballot for the election of the
assembly officers, instead newly elected Diccesan delegates were
presented with certification.

Thank you for submitting your report in time and I am sorry if the
confirmation was delayed by a few days.

Respectfully,

~ Michael M. Kermian
Director

cc. ?arish Council Chalirman



RN

. | "
LR %

et oy i
'}0’; r AMERiCA

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK. N.Y. 100164885 212 686-0710

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate
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SAINT MARY ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

200 W. MT. PLEASANT AVENUE . LIVINGSTON, NEW JERSEY 07039
CHURCH HALL (201) 533 - 9794 PARISH HOUSE (201) 992-8255

Very Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian, Pastor

August 22, 1986

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate
Diocese Of The Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Your Eminence:

This year our Parish will be celebrating its 60th
anniversary. An anniversary booklet is being prepared
in observance of this happy occasion and we respectfully
ask Your Eminence to request His Holiness, The Vehapar,
if He would honor us with _an Encyclical. In addition,
we would aiso avppreciate a message from you along with
a photograph for the bookle¥. ™

\‘_/

We have a deadline of October 29th, 1986 when all
of the materials must be at the printer, and therefore,
we would be most appreciative if our request from Your
Eminence could be complied with prior to that date.

We thank you once again for your kind consideration
in this matter.

Yours In Christ.

Your humble servant,

7, o [y

V. Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian
Pastor

FHB/1n



History of St. Mary Armenian Church

T he Armenian Community of Newark and
vicinity was organized officially as a parish in
1926. The newly formed parish held its first
religious service at the Grace Episcopal Church in
Newark with the then Primate, Abp. Tirayre
Hovhanessian officiating. A capacity crowd of over
1000 persons attended this historical service which
marked the beginning of the movement for the
establishment of an Armenian Church for the people
of this area.

In 1941 a Building Committee was formed con-
sisting of three persons; Missak Aslanian, Haig
Chorbajian and Joe Boyajian. In 1942 the following
persons were added to this Committee; Vosgan
Aslanian, Thomas Barmakian, Mihran Hajatian,
Haiganoush Zotian and Pailadzou Mahmarian. In
1947 a lot was purchased in Northern Newark for
the construction of a church. In 1949 the Building
Committee was reorganized under the leadership of
V. Rev. Fr. Shnork Kaloustian and plans were drawn
up to start construction of a hall. During this period
the pastor was informed about a church in Irvington
which was for sale. After visiting this church with
several members of the Parish Council, a Parish
Assembly was convened to decide upon this matter.
The Parish Assembly unanimously decided to pur-
chase this church, which consisted of a church
building, hall, parish house and an open green area.
A great deal of enthusiasm and zeal was instilled in
all the members of the parish, now that the long
years of yearning and dreaming of having their own
church was finally becoming a reality.

Since 1948 six clergymen have served our church
and community. V. Rev. Fr. Shnork Kaloustian,
presently Patriarch of Istanbul, was the first pastor
under whose leadership and guidance our Parish
received its religious and national nourishment.
Subsequently, V. Rev. Fr. Yeghishe Gizirian, V. Rev.
Fr. Oshin Nicolian, Rev. Fr. Mampre Kouzouian, and
Rev. Fr. Ari Kehyaian have served our Parish. Since
1971, V. Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian has been our
pastor.

On January 2, 1950, the newly purchased church
in Irvington was consecrated in the name of St. Mary
by the then Primate, Bp. Tiran Nersoyan. The spon-
sors were Mr. & Mrs. Khoren Shahbazian. The
newly consecrated church of St. Mary proved for
over 20 years the firm and sincere faith of our people
and their determination to worship God according to
the rites and customs of the Armenian Church.
Today's results are the materialization of this sincere
faith and devotion.

In 1960 a new Building Committee was formed
under the chairmanship of Joe Boyajian and
entrusted with the task of exploring the possibility
of enlarging the hall at the Irvington site or moving
to new quarters to fill the ever growing needs of the
parish. At a Special Parish Assembly in 1961 it was
voted to move to new quarters. In 1965 property was
purchased in West Orange which had an existing
house and 3.2 acres of land. Plans were put into
motion to construct our future church on this site.
Fund raising committees were formed to raise
necessary funds for this project. After many difficult
years of planning and preparing for the eventual
construction of our new church, hopes were raised
in 1973 that construction would begin shortly. During
this time the Building Committee was informed of a
church for sale in Livingston. After weighing the
problems of the ever increasing costs of construction
and the cost of purchasing this existing church com-
plex, a special Parish Assembly was convened on
August 7, 1973. After lengthy discussions and
exploring all possible phases of the cost of building
and/or buying, it was voted that the Olivet Church
should be purchased.

In August 1973, negotiations began and an agree-
ment was reached with Mt. Olivet Church whereby
we began conducting church services in September,
1973. The purchase of the property was finalized in
January 1974, and the church was consecrated by His
Eminence, The Primate, Archbishop Torkom
Manoogian on May 12, 1974. Mr. Setrag Berberian
became Godfather of St. Mary Armenian Church
with his grandson Robert Setrag Dorian acting as
proxy in his memory.

On March 15, 1975, just one year after the purchase
of the new church complex in Livingston, St. Mary
Armenian Church celebrated the burning of its
mortgage. The mortgage burning took place at a
banquet held at the church hall. There, an
enthusiastic gathering of church members and
friends witnessed this historic event.

On March 6, 1976, the 50th anniversary of the
founding of our parish was celebrated. Presiding
over the festivities was His Eminence, The Primate,
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian. At the banquet, he
honored 23 members of our parish for their faithful
service of more than 35 years. On March 7, 1976, His
Eminence, The Primate, celebrated the Divine
Liturgy assisted by Very Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian.
During the Soorp Badarak, he ordained Vartan Abdo
a Deacon and conferred on the following altar
servers the following degrees: Sub Deacons— Hagop



Bozian and Roy Stepanian; Stole Bearers— Glen
Dalakian, John Nersesian, Ron Nersesian, Robert
Nicolian, Vasgen Shamamian, Richard Sirabian, and
Jeffrey Tevanian; Tibirs— Vahe Baboomian, Richard
Badishkanian, Roy Morchian, and Gary Takvorian.
This was a happy occasion for our parish to witness
since most of the individuals conferred were of the
third generation.

On Sunday, December 16, 1979, His Eminence, The
Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian celebrated
Soorp Badarak assisted by Very Rev. Fr. Houssig
Bagdasian. At that time he ordained Hagop Bozian
and Roy Stepanian Deacons, and he conferred as Stole
Bearers, Vahe Baboomian, Richard Badishkanian, Roy
Morchian, and Gary Takvorian, and as Tibirs,
Gregory Badishkanian, Armen Baboomian, Andrea
Badishkanian, and Michael Takvorian. Once again
our parish rejoiced in the conferring of these various
church degrees on the youth of our parish who have
dedicated themselves to the service of God and our
people.

Our church and complex was destroyed by arson-
ists on March 26, 1980. This tragedy was a great
blow to our people. After the initial shock, this
dynamic community sat down to begin the work of
restoration.

The Restoration Committee was formed with Mr.
George Bard as its Chairman. At that time a Restora-
tion Fund Committee was also formed with Mr.
Harry Toufayan as Chairman. On August 13, 1980, a

special Parish Assembly was convened at which time
the plans for the new church were approved. For
the first month following the tragedy, many of the
churches in our community opened their doors to us
so that we could conduct our services. However, the
strong need to return to our complex was present.
As a result, the hall and classrooms beneath were
soon renovated making it possible for us to hold our
services in the hall and to conduct classes in the
three available classrooms.

On March 14, 1982 our newly restored church is
being consecrated by His Eminence, The Primate,
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian. This marks a great
day in the history of our parish, once again revealing
the faith and dedication of our people. Throughout
our history, we have been faced with countless dif-
ficulties and tragedies. But, we have always come
back stronger in our committment to our Christian
faith and our Armenian heritage. We look with
pride at our newly consecrated church, restored in
the traditional Armenian architecture. Its distinctive
dome lifts our hearts and fills us with the greatest
Jjoy. In this spirit, we reaffirm our faith and hope in
the resurrected Christ. We believe that in years to
come we will all look back with pride at the newlv
restored St. Mary Armenian Church which stands as
a living witness of the faith and dedication of its
people.

“Heavenly King, preserve thy Church firmly and
keep the worshippers of thy name in peace.”
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SAINT MARY ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

200 W. MT. PLEASANT AVENUE + LIVINGSTON, NEW JERSEY 07039
CHURCH HALL (201) 533 - 9794 PARISH HOUSE (201) 992-8255

Very Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian, Pastor

February 25, 1987

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Your Eminence:

Due to personal matters Glen J. Dalakian, who was newly

elected to the Parish Council of St. Mary Armenian’ Church,

has submitted his resignation.

As alternate,_Bgiwggggxwggggiggﬂreplaces Glen and we

ask that you confirm him as a member of the Parish Council.
Yours In Christ.

/jf-‘/l/:, e”/ L -
Y e Your humble servant,

V. Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian

Pastor

FHB/1n



