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—served from the anacls of the devil
(3/35-36). She was presented to the
Temple and welcomed by God Who
belps her grow, confides her to Zachary
and feeds her miraculously (3/37 &
44). An angel appears to her and
snnounces the miraculous birth of a8
child, the Word of God, and she a-
ceps (19/17-21 & 3/45-47). She
gives birth to Jesus at the foot of 8
tree, returns home to her family,
i unjustly accused and is defended by
the Child Jesus Himself (19/27-34).

tisn meaning o their thought All
poins o the fact that it rermains typi-
ally Mxlem. And bere is why.

It is true that because the Koran
speaks of Mary's faith and absolute
confidence in Gad (3/37), the indi-
vidual Moslem may be Jed to imitate
::' in his payerlife which, .:d:

ow, must alwsys be accompani
an absolute confidence in God. On
the other hand, beause the Koran
(19/22-24) also stresses Mary's coop-
eration with God, the Moslem will be

As for ber virrues, the Koran pives inclined to take ber as a model in his
the following details: She was chosen efforts towards tota! submission to
by God and purified (3/42). She is God's will. A certain presence of Mary
the virgin par excellence and forever must therefore be acknowledged in
(21/91 & 66/12). God breathes in the prayer-life of many Moslems.
her (2/91) and He has “thrown™ his Beyond this, however, the Moslem
“word™ into her (21/91). As a true is not allowed to go. The reason being
_ believer she has faith in the words of that at the very core of all Islamic
the Annuncistion (3/75 & 66/12). teaching is that all ault and all venera- ¢ ~
She is a sign for all mankind (21/91 tion is reserved to God alone. The very A
& 23/50). She is above all, the "Moth- thought that 8 creature an intercede
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er of Jesus,” who is almost always for us with God is contrary to all .

alled d’\? “Son of Mary™ and He owes ghmic 3ought—and that goes for the The Litany of the

her flial piety (19/32). The two to-  Virgin Mary as well. :

gether lonl:; oresign; but Maryisonly  Despite all this, one has to admit Most Precious BIOOd_ of

a mortal being who must eat to live, that the Moslems definitely do have Our Lord ]esus Christ

she is not & goddess (3/116). their own shnnes dedicated to the Vir- D FOR INSERTING IS THE ROSAN AITUAL
As far as tndition is concerned, gin. A wellknown case in point is APPROVED FOR INSERTING B

Moslem tradition speaks very little the Church of the Dormition, in Jeru- LITANY OF OUR

about Mary. But when it does, it leans  salem, where the Moslems have their LADY OF LORETO

heavily upon the Apocryphal Bouks owm prayer-chapel facing in the direc- MOZART

and even upon Christian Tradition. tion of Mecaa and where the pilgrims K. 109

Thus for instance some of their writers come to venerate the Virgin on their K' 195

say that Mary is Queen of all women retum from Meca. Another is the

here on earth and even that she is the
Queen of Paradise. She is even greater
than the women Mohammed loved
most, (Khadijs and Ayesha), and even
greater than his own daughter Fatima
Mary is the only woman in the Koren
who is thus glorified.

"~ It is interesting to note that to this ~ to explun. Al weean uy

day many Moslem girls bear the name
Mary. It has also been noted that at
their wakes where the “holy Moslem
women" are presented to them as s
subject for their meditation, when the
pame of Mary is mentioned, » stag:
gering upsurge of fervor runs through
the entire assembly.

At this point one might he tempted
to believe that the Moslems think
pretty much the same way as we Chris-
tians do, when it comes to honoring
Mary. Yet, out of respect for the he.
liefs of our Mrslcm bruthers and sis-
ters, we must avuid artributing 3 Chris-

House of Our Lady, at Ephesus. to
which more than one hundred thou-
sand Moslems come yearly to venerate
and to seek the help of Meriem Ana.
“Our Mother Mary.”

Just what the Moslems' understand-
ing of Mary is, one finds it dificult

this point in time, it certainly is not the
Christian’s understanding. Owur belief
is baised on Christ's divinity and in
Mary's divine Motherhood. The Mos-
lem is told that Christ was 3 great
prophet, but not the Son of God; and
Mary is the Virgin Mother of that
prophet.

On the other hand, even though our
osn Chnstian understanding of Mary
and her role in salvation history may
differ from that of the Moslems, may
we not see in Mary henself a symbol of
peace and mreoncilistion berween the
Mmlems and the Christians? Is this

not what the Eastern Rite Christians
have been promoting all along by their
discreet yet thoroughly orthodox vener-
stion of Mary, at the very heat of the
Mystery of Salvation re-enacted in their
Liturgy? Could it not be this intimate

and His Virgin Mother, Masy, that is
attracting the Moslems to “Our Mother
Mary,” as they affectionately call her?

Whatever it is that daws 30 many
Moslems to Mary and to her powerful
intercession, we may pever know. Of
one thing we an be sure: it can only
be the work of the Holy Spirit Who
breathes where He wills. And to all
appearances, He is drawing Christians
and Moslems closer together through
Mary—all of which can only lead'tt." a
better knowledge of Christ, her Divine
Son
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