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His Holiness, Vasken I

Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians
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VAZKEN, SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST, BY THE MERCY OF GOD AND BY
THE WILL OF THE NATION CHIEF BISHOP AND CATHOLICOS OF ALL

ARMENIANS, SUPREME PATRIARCH OF THENATIONAL PREEMINENT SEE
OF ARARAT OF THE APOSTOLIC CATHEDRAL OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

To The Very Reverend Father Houssig Dzayrakooyn Vartabed Bagdasian, true son of the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin, paternal greeting and Patriarchal Blessing.

By God’s mercy you have been serving faithfully and with dedication for twenty-five years as a devoted
spiritual pastor within Armenian communities, beloved by all.

We are well aware that you have served first in the Armenian Monastery of Jerusalem as chief Dragoman
and superintendent of properties, then as Patriarchal Vicar in Israel, and then as pastor of the Armenian
community of Irvington, New Jersey, now in Livingston. Simultaneously holding the responsible position
of the Vicar of the Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the United States.

With heartfelt appreciation for your quarter century of fruitful service to our Holy Church, and in response
to the recommendation of His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, devoted Primate of the Eastern
Diocese of the United States, we send to you through this encyclical our Patriarchal blessing, wishing that
the Lord will grant you many healthy years and ever-renewed spiritual zeal, to continue your soul-building
ministry, for the comfort of our faithful people.

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth.” (Il Timothy 2:15) Amen.

Vasken I
Catholicos of All Armenians

This encyclical given on July 5, 1984 at the monastery of Holy Etchmiadzin.

. Compliments of .
o M & Mrs. Harry Toufayan & Famil
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DIOCESE Ol‘: THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710

MESSAGE OF BLESSING AND APPRECIATION
TO THE VERY REVEREND FATHER HOUSSIG BAGDASIAN

With joyful heart we greet you on the twenty-fifth anniversary of your ordination as a celibate priest.
Loyal to your vows you have unselfishly served our Mother Church, the communities in Jerusalem, and
in the United States. Your endeavors as pastor and vicar general have been productive and commendable.
The vibrant and active parish of St. Mary Armenian Church of Livingston, New Jersey, reconstructed through
your and Parish Council’s tireless efforts, is a testimony of your dedication to serving God.

The official observance of the twenty-fifth anniversary of your ordination is an indication of the warm
sentiments of your parishioners, and an expression of their gratitude for your endeavors of many years.

We commend the decision of the parish council of St. Mary to honor you in a public celebration.

As Primate of the Armenian Church of America, we too congratulate you, with appreciation for your
dedicated service. We bless you and your loved ones wishing you good health and many long, productive years.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

September 20, 1984
New York City
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Very Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian
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Vagw Row 8 Frsussep Hugdasias, faise:

In 1983, the Parish Councilof St. Mary Armenian Church of Livingston, New Jersey decided to celebrate
the 25th anniversary of the ordination of Very Reverend Father Houssig Bagdasian to the priesthood.

We thankall the members of our Parish for the wonderful spirit of cooperarion and generosity which
prevailed throughoutthe planning for the celebration. Qurspecial thanks is extended to all the committee
members in charge of the event. Their generosity of time and effort has been inspiring and in many
cases sacrificial.

Qur deep appreciation and gratitude to Deacon Vartan Abdo for writing Hayr Soorp's biography in English
and to Mr. Souren Manuelianfor translatingthe biography into Armenian. To Deacon Roy Stepanian our
sincere and heartfelt thanks forgenerously donatingthe printing of thisbooklet. Té Mr. Antoine Chrissian
for his artistic'creation, our special appreciation.

This worthy tribute in honor of eur beloved spiritual léader;Hayr Seorp, isalso a tribute of alesser degree
to the parishioners of St. Mary Armenian Church of Livingstonfor their unified and gEeNerous response in
their appreciation of his service to the community. Hayr Seorp has truly made an indelible mark and lasting
contributions to our small yet dynamic Parish.

On behalf of all of gur members we'wholeheartedly thank Hayr Seorp for his willingness to serve the

Armenian Church and his fellowman, forhis vision in planning and rebuilding for the future, We pray for
Hayr Soorp’s good health and wish him success in all his future;undertakings.

Parish Council

St. Mary Armenian Church

Livingston, New Jersey

In Memaory of
Mardiros & Arshalouys Dadaian
by
Dr. Jack, Janet, Stephanie, Jon-Paul, Nicole, Mathew Dadaian
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Our Spiritual Leader

[t may be true that it is better to give than to receive,
but not if the response is motivated by a sense of quid
pro quo.

At a very young age, Sarkis Bagdasian gave up his
worldly life to serve God and his fellow men. He left his
hometown Providence, Rhade Island, and went to
Jerusalem to study in the seminary of the Armenian
Patriarchate of Jersualem. On November 15, 1959, he
was ordained a priest and named Houssig by Archbishop
Souren Kembhajian. For the past 25 years, because of his
true love and devotion, he has continously given his
best to the Armenian Church and his people. The
Church has always been his spiritual home. It was in
the Church that Hayr Soorp grew intellectually and
spiritually—finding the life of the soul congenial.

In Jerusalem, he advanced from “special student” to
teacher, to administrator. At the age of 25, he was
appointed Patriarchal Vicar of the Armenian community
in Israel by the Patriarch of Jerusalem, His Beatitude
Archbishop Yeghishe Derderian. From 1960-1971 Hayr
Soorp served his Church and people in Israel. The Israeli
Armenian community was blessed with a man who like
themselves knew the struggles and joys of the Armenians’
past, and who worked hard with great hopes for the
future. With his sincere and dedicated faith in the
Church, his warmth and love for everyone and a deep
concern and understanding for all people the young Hayr
Soorp revived the Armenian community spiritually and
educationally.

Church Services, Choirs, Armenian School and social
gatherings were organized and led by him. He initiated
the program for Altar Servers and Deacons. On
Christmas Day, the choir which he helped organize, sang
the Armenian Badarak which was broadcast over Israeli
radio. He devoted all his time and energy toward the
prosperity of the future by investing in the youth.
Wherever Hayr Soorp has served he has given of himself
to all, young and old alike.

Special note must be made of Hayr Soorp’s serious
responsibility with regard to the management of the
income generating properties belonging to the Armenian
Patriarchate of Jersualem in Israel. As Patriarchal Vicar,
Hayr Soorp closely supervised and managed all the rents
and implemented new and more efficient systems of
management. He also studied and became acquainted
with the complex laws of the Israeli government which
also effected the financial interests of the Armenian
Church and people. His diligent work and efforts met
with great success—the Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalem multiplied its revenue from the many income
generating properties.

It may seem amazing that one man could do so much.
Actually, the many hours of service and dedication to
his Church and people never deterred Hayr Soorp. The
fact is, the busier he was, the more he thrived. The
spiritual well being of his community was always his
primary concern. His ultimate goal has always been to
glorify God through the Armenian Church and his
people.

Sarkis Bagdasian was born in Providence, Rhode
Island on May 31, 1934, the son of Avedis and Anna
Bagdasian. Throughout his childhood and youth he knew
what he wanted to do: serve God. It was destined that
he leave his home in the United States, travel to
Jerusalem and then return. During his years in Jerusalem,
Hayr Soorp expanded his scope, strengthened his faith
and developed his ability to lead. At the same time, the
American-Armenian community was expanding and
changing and in need of clergy. Thus, the changed Sarkis
and the changed community were waiting for one
another. Hayr Soorp had come to the United States to
serve the ever growing Armenian community. Once
again, the Churches’ continued excellence in these
changing times was Hayr Soorp’s primary concern. He
continuously stressed the importance of remembering
what the Armenian Church and the Armenian faith are
all about—our future.

With Fondest Memories
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Abdo
Mr. & Mis. Armen Vanayan & Family

In 1971, Fr. Houssig Bagdasian was assigned to the
parish of St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church of
[rvington. At the time, not only was he spiritually and
intellectually adept, but also, had a rare understanding
of community issues and particuarly of people. It was
this understanding of people, and his ability to draw the
best from everyone, that was the true gift Hayr Soorp
possessed as he set out to lead the parishioners
of St. Mary.

On numerous occasions Hayr Soorp and the
community were put to the test and accepted herculean
challenges. With pure Armenian faith, hard work and
prudent planning we have all witnessed with pride the
ascent and progress of our community.

In 1976, Fr. Houssig Bagdasian was appointed Vicar
General of the Eastern Diocese and Director of
Department of Finance by His Eminence Archbishop
Torkom Manoogian. Presently he retains the position
of Vicar General plus the position of chairman of the
Department of Finance at the Diocese.

Two dates will be forever recorded in the history of
our community. In 1973 we moved from Irvington to
Livingston. After long years of hope and sacrifice, we
had a beautiful church. On May 12, 1974 our new church
was consecrated. On March 26, 1980, our church was
destroyed by arsonists, leaving everyone in a state of
shock and despair. Under Hayr Soorp’s leadership, our
community rose to the test and did not fail. Hayr Scorp
worked many hours and days with the Parish Council,
and other members of the parish involved with the task
of restoration. Through the dedication and sincere efforts
of all our parishioners and friends, our church was
restored more beautifully than before, in a spirit of
Armenian architecture.

In retrospect, we know that Hayr Soorp has a special
way of dealing with people, at all levels, with warmth,
sincerity and intelligence. Sometimes he gets feisty in

the arguments that he gives towards certain concerns we
all share, yet we know by now that Hayr Soorp alway
comes out on the side of quality and equality. At times
Hayr Soorp has appeared to be an administrator, at time:
ateacher. At times he took the hard road and risky road.
Whichever role he assumed and whichever road he took
he always handled the situations well and had the jol
well done.

Never has he compromised his faith in the Armenian
Church and our people. As evidenced by his sermons
every Sunday, the transmission of our forefather’s faith,
culture and language, for the spiritual well-being of our
community, continues to be his primary concern.
Through his sermons he kindles a little fire in us and
lifts us up in spirit, encouraging every one of us to
continue to enrich our Christian lives and to give of
ourselves for our faith and heritage. For over 25 year
Hayr Soorp has kept his faith. His life and deeds hav
truly had a profound and positive effect on all of us. In
all spiritual situations his life has had impact and
meaning.

Looking back at his achievements in this community,
we can proudly declare that Hayr Soorp is a rare
combination of preacher, educator, administrator,
statesman and tactician who has worked hard with tl
members of this parish and has given us a community
and Church of outstanding strength.

We can best express our appreciation to Hayr Soon
by continuing the work of our Church, for the Glory of
God and for the prosperity of our people, never forgetrin
what the Armenian Church and Faith are all about—ou
Present and Future.

Compliments of

Dr. & Mrs. Hratch Manoukian & Family
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Providerice school system: Active in Armenian community and church cheir.

Leaves Providence travels to Jerusalem and enrolls in the Jarankavorats Seminary of the Armenian Patriarchate
of Jerusalem..

Ordained deacon bythedean of the seminary, Bishop Haigazoon Abrahamian.

Tarkman (Administrator). On November 15th ordained celibate priest and renamed Houssig by Archbishop
Souren Kemhajian. Taught at the Tarkmanchats High Scheol. Tarkman Administrator of estates and supetior
of the mcmastary of the Holy V1rgm.

Appointed Pamarchal Vicar of Israel-—spxrltual leader of all Armeman communities in [srael and administrator
of income generating properties of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem. Elevated to the rank of Vartabed by
Archbishop Yeghishe Derderian, Patriarch.

Elevated to the rank of Dzayrakouyn Vartabed together with Fr. Shahan Sevadjian by Patriarch of Jerusalem
Yeghishe Derderian, Renovated the monastry of St. Nicholas in Jaffa and St. Elijah Armenian Church of Haifa
and St. Krikor Loosavorich Armenian Church in Jerusalem.

Visited Armenia as representative of the Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Visited Atmenia with Patriarch of Jerusalem for the 50th anniversary commemoration of Armenian Martyts.
Accompanied Patriarch of Jerusalem on his visit to Pope Paul VI, at the Vatican.

Represented the Patriarch of Jerusalemat the World Council of Churches in Nicosia, Cyprus.

Returned to the United States. Assigned to the parish of St. Mary Armenian Church of Irvington, New Jersey.
Attended Easton school of busmess and Seton Hall University.

Sponsored deacon Vartan Abdo to the United States from Israel as a student

~ September 9th first s&zvices held at the present site of St. Mary Armen‘ian Church of Livingston, New Jersey.

Lead the parlsh in the move from Irvington toLivingston. The new church was consecrated by his Eminence
Archbishop TorkomManoogian, Primate on May 12th, 1974. UncIertook the organization and reaching of
evening language classes for adults and college stude‘nts

March'1 Sth éelebratéd the burning of the mortgage with Dri Robert S/ Dorian acting as Godfather for his
grandfatherSetrak Berberian. :

 Appointed Vicar General of the Diocese. Director of Finance of Diocese. Presently is the chairman of the

finance committee of the Diocese. On the 50th anniversary celebration of St. Mary Armenian Church
ordination of one deacon, two subdeacons, 5 stolebearers and 4 thirs was celebrated.

Elected to the Diocesan Council. Organized the 3-Msof St. Mary.

Archbishop Torkem Manoogian, Primate ordained 2 deacons, 4 ooraragirs, 4 thirs with Andrea Badishkanian
being the first female thir to receive this degtee.

St. Mary Armenian Church wasdestroyed on March 26th and the restoration of the new church and complex
taxed Hayr Soorps time and energy. The new church was rebuilt and consecrated by Archbishop Torkom
Manoogian, Primate on March 14th, 1982.

Chairman of the 20th anniversary celebration of Episcopal consecration of his Eminence Archbishop
Torkom Manoogian. p

Compliments of
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Hagopian & Family

Compliments of
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Bedevian & Family




STATE OF NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TRENTON
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THOMAS H. KEAN

GOVERNOR

November 17, 1984

Very Reverend Father
Houssig Bagdasian
Pastor
Saint Mary Armenian Apostolic Church
Livingston, New Jersey

Dear Reverend Bagdasian:

This letter brings my most sincere best wishes as your
parishioners and friends gather to celebrate the 25th anniversary
of your ordination into the priesthood. I regret that other
commitments prevent me from joining you on this joyous occasion.

For the many Armenians of Saint Marys, you have preserved
their heritage through your teachings of the church and your
dedication to the community. You are to be commended for your
leadership, advice and wisdom over the past 25 years, and I
wish you many more years of faithful service.

Congratulations.

Sincerely,

<,

/
Thomas H. Kean
Governor

Dr

Compliments of
. & Mrs. Haig Kafafian




GOLD PAGE

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Alldian
Dr. & Mrs. Zaven Ariyan, Wendy, Linda, Gregory

N

Joyce & Leon Ariyan, Joe, Haig, Leon
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Boorjian
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Boornazian & Family
Dr. & Mrs. Kevork Cileli & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Haig Dadourian & Family
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Dorian & Family
Hopping Funeral Home
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kasparian & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Vahan D. Khoyan
Dr. Paul Krikorian
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Morchian & Family
Louise, John, Alyssa, Scott Nakashian
Mr. & Mrs. Ara Nersesian
John, Ronald, Lisa Nersesian
Laurence & Lucy O’Brien
John, Alice, Richard, Barbara Sirabian
Mr. & Mrs. Yeghia Shahinian
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Vasgen, Adrina, Artemis, Vasgen Shamamian
Mr. & Mrs. Levon Takvorian & Family
Mr. & Mrs. D. Tookmanian
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Mr. Hovsep Tahmazian & Miss Shenorig Tahmazian
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Zaybekian & Family
3-M'’s of Saint Mary Armenian Church
Y.P.A. of Saint Mary Armenian Church
ACYOA Jrs. Saint Mary Armenian Church
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SILVER PAGE

Saint Leon Armenian Apostolic Church, Fairlawn

Mr. Marty Antab & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Berc Araz & Family
Mrs. Nevart Badishkanian
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Berberian
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Berry
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Z. Boyajian
Choir of Saint Mary Armenian Church
Dalakian & Pelaez Families
Dr. & Mrs. N. Davidian
Mary Davidian
Mr. & Mrs. John Derohaness
Hopping Funeral Home
Mr. & Mrs. Jesraly
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Muradyan

Charles, Barbara, Cyndy, Christina Nahabedian

Mr. Robert Nicolian
Mr. & Mrs. William Nishan
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Sarkisian
Mrs. Dekranoohy Shaljian

Haig, Phyllis, Gregory, Barbara Zotian
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SPONSORS
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Aramian
Mrs. Zabel Ashukian
Hamazasp, Syliva, Vahe, Armen, Varoujan Baboomian
Mr. & Mrs. John Backus
Mrs. Shooshan & Arax Barmakian
Bertha & Leon Barmakian
Mrs. Araxie Bedrosian
Mrs. Bert Boorujy
Florence & Gloria Boyajian
Mr. & Mrs. Garbis Cileli
Mr. Richad Hacadoorian
Mrs. & Mrs. Hrant Jamjian
Mr. & Mrs. William Johnson
Mts. Gloria Joseph
Mr. & Mrs. Kachougian
Mr. & Mrs. Garbis Karali

Mr. & Mrs. Sahag Odabashian

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Perry Sarkisian
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Stamboulian

Ervin Tutunjian
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Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wyso
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M. MrsRichard Badishkafiias & Farmily”




St. Mary Armenian Church, Livingston, New Jersey ‘



