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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 • 212-MU 6-0710 

August 16, 1968 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Vasken Kebreslian 
President of Parish Council 
St. Mary Church 
Elberon, N.J. 

Your Grace: 

We are very pleased with the conscientiousness 
with which the St. Mary Armenian Church in Elberon 
has acquitted itself of its obligation to the Grant 
and Loan Fund. The repayment of the Church's debt 
is to be highly commended, both for the strength of 
purpose it indicates, and for the opportunities it 
provides for other churches to benefit from the Fund. 

This action reflects credit on your entire Parish. 

Prayerfully, 

cu,~-~ 
ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN 

Primate 



:\nsell tl. Bulbu.li$1 
~ of st. Mary Armenian Church 

/ W.r:ah 'Place 
Jeeanport. ti.,J. 0775'7 

April 29, 1970 

With r:efer:hce to your note, w.. herewith send you the ituiaad balance 
due to date: 

Unpaid balanca Pariah Dues 
Etchndadzin LeOma 
Etchllliaddn Calendar 
Pariah llaauala 
Unpaid balance of Puhh 

BtohsU.-dain LOotU 
*Etcbaiadain calendar 
Paruh Ou68 Jan. , 

cradita 

Feh. , Mar., Apr. 1970 
(21.75x4) 

1968 
1969 
1969 
1%9 

l%9 
1970 
1970 

By cb.eok tl12 ._c. UOS86 

Balanoe u® eud of Apdl 1970 

*Btebmiad&in Calendar waa billed 
aepua1:ely. 

$SO.OCI 
$!0.00 

2.00 
10.00 

261.00 
30.00 
2.00 

87.00 

$lOO.OO 

Very truly youJ:II , 

Ur:ach Chalian 
AOGO'Qftt&nt 

$5()2.00 

$200.00 

uo~.oo 



Mr. ADell H. hl.bulien 
Cb&iJ;ua of at.. HU'f Annian Church 
76 W.J:ah Place 
ooeanport... H • .:r. 07757 

With ftfen.oe to your note, .,. heMVith und you the U:•taed balance 
due to 4atet 

Debits 

Uapaid balaace ••~ish Dues 
Btohaiadsia Loella 
£t:chllf.a41:1D C&lea4u' 
Pari8b Malau.al.a 
tlllpaid balaraa. of PU'1.5h 

Dt.Mas 
Bt.obaiad.cift LOella 

*Btobaiadata ca1eD4ar 
Pan..h DuM Jan. , 

!'.b. • Mar., Ap:r:. lt70 
(21.75x4) 

1968 
1969 
19fl9 
1969 

1969 
ltlO 
1970 

By cbeok 1312 .. c. 110586 

B.alanoe u.4e en4 of Ap:r:il 1970 

*Jltcb111uda euan4u vu b.S.llact 
eepuai:ely .. 

$80.00 
$30.00 

2.00 
10.00 

261.00 
30.00 
2.00 

87.00 

$200.00 

$502 .. 00 

$200.00 

$302.00 



Mr. John Caakaaian 
Caairaaa of Parish Couacil 

May 24, 1972 

St. Mary Araeniaa Apostolic Church 
1114 Oceaa Aveaue 
P. o. Box 271 
Rlberon. New Jersey 07740 

9ear ~r. Chakaalaa: 

On a auaher ot earlier oecasioaa you had apprised 
•• of the coatact the Parish Covaell of St. Mary 
Araeaian Church had established with Father Levon 
Arakelian, wttb respect to his service as pastor of your 
Ch~rch. 

We have had ao recent coaaaalcatioa froa you aad 
are aaxiou$ to know waat progress ~as been aade ia con
cluding the aecessary arraaaeaents. 

Please let us know at the earliest posaiale aoaent what 
the current status is. aad how sooa we aight expect an a
greement to be reached. 

ATM/ec 

v' ee: Father Levon Arakelian 

Prayerfully, 

Arehblsaop Torkoa Haaooaiaa 
Priaate 



~~. Joba Caakaaiaa 
/Cbairaaa of Pal'lsb Couaell 

v St. ~ary Araeaiaa Church 
1184 oceaa Avaaue 
1 .. o. iox 171 
ileeroa, Mev Jersey 07740 

uaar ~r. Chakaaiaa; 

Au,-ust 11,. 1972 

Ia Way of ltf.S a aajor Peacival-aaaaar v111 he 
l>reseate4 ac our Dloceaaa liea.tquarters. as a way of as
suriaa a subataatial laeoae for the Diocese. aad also as 
oae of tlae pro&•••• to celebrate our 75th Aaaiversa:ry. 

We flaye appo1ate4 .Mrs. E4war4 A&abattiaa aatl Dr. 
Nikit Orcljaaiaa as Co·Cilairaaa of tais fuactloa. 

Titer will ajtpreaca. yo• tlireetly la tile aear future 
ia or4er to 4evelop •ars la which •••• of your ,artsb
ioaers al&bt participate. 

ile ura• tllat tlaey be s-.owa every catll"tesy aacl 
coo,aratloa. 

ATitt/ec 

Arclabisaep tortoa Haaooaiaa 
Prlaate 



Reverend Vert.nea Kal.ayj ian 
President, Pari8h Council 
St. Mary • a AJ:Waaian Church 
1184 Ocean AftD\18 
Elberon, New Jersey 07740 

Dear Pather··vertaaea: 

JQfte .t, 1975 

We hawa arranqecJ to ha-.e J&Gk ADtreaaaian, vbolll we 
haw appointecl as our liaisoa wi~ the parishea 1a oar 
lliocesa, to viait. your parish ~or the Jt11ZP08• of at.tea4ingo 
your next oouncil aeet.ing. 

He is to M ncei "f8d as our penoaal rapraaeatatlve, 
and in that. cap,ecity will diacasa with you &Dd your CoaDoil 
whatever issues &"8qllire tbe atteDtiOD of our office. 

Mr. ADt.zauaian will call y011 vit.h regard to Uae an4 
place of your aezt. 1188tinq. 

ac. Mr. Barkev Bliaai 
ChairJUn, Parisb Co1mcil 

Prayerfully, 

ArChbishop Torkoa llanooqian 
Pri-.t.a 

~ ·*"''"'-.. _-·, 



Mrs. Anna Bowumiu 
ODe Jerome AYeDue 
Deal, New Jersey 07723 

Dear Mrs. Bovaaaiana 

July 31,. 1975 

We have receiwd your let~er of 311ly 13,. and 
appnciau the concern yoa ha..e eapnaae4, aad 
tbe U'GUble you took to ahare tllea with u. 

We will 9i ve yOllr letter the ..,.t aerioas CODSid
ezation. 

vb 

Prayerhlly,. 

Archbishop Tort.oa Malloot'ian 
Prt.ate 



!'be Revenacl Vert:Amea Kalayjiaa 
st. II&Q' &meaio ChU'Ch 
1184 OoeaD. Avaaa 
l'.O.Box 271 
Blberoa, Bew -Jersey 

Dear Patber Vert.aaeaa 

A11§Jl18t. 22, 1973 

We co•ead you aac1 yoar paziall for yov effera 
u boats ef the Clergy CoDfereaee hel4 at you clu&rch 
a week &flO• It. proved t.o be a .oat revard1119 Coafer
ence, vb.ioh would aot. have beea poaeible wit:host. tbe 
Clavotecl service of all thoae vllo took part in the 
arranw-nta. 

Pleaae express our appreciation aa well to Ml:'a. 
Boae Vart.aaian -.4 Mrs. SiraDOu.ah Hajariaa for the 
food they pnpand for the confereu daring tlle t.hree 
4aya of the Collference. 

Mr. aad. *•· Hrair Ho....U.&D ahould also be 
t:baake4 for t:MJ.r hoapitality. Pleaae oaa•anicate 
vi t.h tb- iD. tllia recJU'd. 

We haYe apecial t.Daaka to you and Yal'8tavia 
Aaallid for t.be vuath of your bospit.al.it.y ia &OGC:Na
.,U.tia9 aar clergy an4 4eaaoas ia ycHl¥' owa .._. 

Prayarfally yours, 



~t. df(a'ty ~ c:::lf'lmvzian c:::lfpo~tofic Cfzu,ufz. 
J 184 OCEAN A VENUE 

EI.BlmON, NEW JEllSEY 
Telephone: 222-iOiX 96t1 J 

Rev. Vertanes Kalayjian, Pastor 

August 19, 197? 

Archbishop TorL\".om Manoogian, Primate 
Armenian Diocese 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y., 10016 

Dear Surpazan Hyre, 
This is to advise you tha"G tne resignation of Mr. 

Al VosKian as a Parisn Council member was accepted in our 
last regular mee"Ging of August 8, .L975. 

As determined through a vote at our last Parish 
meeting, Mr. Hagop ZadiK.ian, nex"G in line, will fill 
vacancy and finlsh Mr. Al Voskian's term of office. 
Zadikian's address aud telephone is as follows: 

Mr. Hagop Zadikian 
214 3rd Avenue 
~elmar, N. J. 0771~ 
Tele: (201} 681-4323 

Assembly 
this 
Mr. 

Also, the church telephone numlaer has been changed from 
222-')1::::!7 r.to 222-q68o. Please mal\.e the necessary changes in 
the Dioc~an files. 

I 
,~--~?~t~~ 

Parish Priest 

~E/ag 

Z::4?~~~ 
~. ~arkave Elian 
Chairman, Parish Council 



.. 

~t. a1/fa't~ ~ c ... /funezian clfpoj,tofia Cfu.t'lch 
U84 OCEAN A \I'ENUE 

E.LBERON, NEW JERSEY 
Telephone: 22---80 

Rev. Vertanes Kalayjian, Pastor 



~t. 6'1/fa't!:J ~ c_,lfunenlan '--'4poj_toftc Cfzu'l.ch 
1184 OCEAl~~ A \!"El\"Ut 

EI.BI:RON. NEW JERSEY 

Telephone: 2:tllll9f)80 

Rev. Vertanes Kalayjian, Pastor 

MJ"a •. H1ra1r HoVIUPdu 
1 lero• Av•ue 
leal, 1 .. Jerae7 01113 

Dear Mra. Rfml&lliaa, 

Your letter ot IU17 13, 19?5 waa r... ... coaa1•er.. at the 
IIMtilc of tM Parith C._.11 ot It. Mar7' • .ln•tan Church,. 
m.,.ft'tl!, ". J. bel• • Auau•t a, 1915. 

You may ncall that ,._ 1nc1••t reteri"M to took place 
atter the clo1e of a ••tilll 1D td:lieh __, .-ot10Mll.7 cb&q" 
1aaue1 were aireC _, ..., 1Df1vi•ual• 1D a tenae at .. lpbere 
atraia.. _,. the 1treq ••ftureata tbat an epUDterS,q ov 
o .. Ufttty. A va11• eY&lat.1cm of an 1M1 n41ua1 '• prot .. a1oaal 
e..,.,_.. .U -nl o-...ter euaot -·-.... on oae peraon•e 
illpl'ftlioa l&\bez-M at aueb a provokiac _.tiD& lntt rather 11Uit 
1te ton.~ on f1r• tute. 

the tact 11 IIJ!'t, Golt-erlt 11 oae ot th41 _, .-1111 ........ ill 
our Pari.ab. lbe 1• u enoa'tor _, pro1'eaa1oa wtt.b b1lb erM•t1&11 
aM YMI'I ot exper1tlaCe 1n tb11 tiel• • 

·.~ .. ftle b1P recut ill wl'd.eb •ae 11 hal• 1a tbe oo•uat t7 il 
evle&aeM -Y the taet that twice 1ft the l&lt two nar• oe wu · 
elect.. 1eontary ot the Pariah AalealtlJ _. wa• oae ot t.be tint 
two •- elect .. to tu Parilb Ooaaoil aM pn••tlJ Hrvea aa 
tt• IMretary. ••• hal alle ••" .. thlt ouna .. u, o..-er the 
r•ra, 1ll auaerou ••ber capacitUI 1Mlutia& c!tair. peraoa ot the 
LM1e• hili aat .... rlnt .... t ot tbe ._..,. lobool AM th4t 
.II"Mftian Lupace lelleOl. S.r ree•t appe1a,_t .. ., ebainu 
•t the Uueatioul Oe.Utt• wu _.. -~ the eb&1NU ot 
the Pariah Cnaell pvtuaat to a ..-ol\ltl• .-t 1a1• eoacil 
ea'tdllablDC neb o...S.ttee. fte ••••rtpt1oa: 111811'-appoiAt"" 
11 BOt, theNtore, 1a &cOON with tbe facti • .·. . 

It 1a our •1M•n bOJMt tlaat ill tiM 70U _, co• to taow 
her cloaer _. appree1ate her eOJipetbee, boa .. t, _. ... ioatlon: 
aM perbapl .jola the vaat •.foritJ' et the ,..S.atd.oaer1 wbo 
ba..-e aceon• her the reeopit1oa .... reapeet 1M .fuatlJ eamet. 

••nane• Kalay.f1aa 
hrilb Priest 

j p ' 
liaoerelt, ~ 

~~~ /, ·. 0'-~ 
.. ru•• 111aa 
Pariah Ceaeu Cllairaaa 



The Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian 
Pastor, St. Mary Armenian Church 
11H4 Ocean Avenue 
Elberon~ New Jersey 07740 

Dear Father Vertanes: 

Auqus t 21 , 1975 

Fr. Zaven Arzoomanian and Crosby Goshgarian, representing 
the Diocesan Council, following a meeting with you and the Parish 
Council of the St. Mary Armenian Church of Elberon, have submitted 
their recommendations to us. 

They will be considered by the Diocesan Council at its meeting 
on September 9, 1975, on the basis of which a decision will be made 
and communicated to you. 

We are aware of various movements in your parish favoring 
alternative courses of action. No formal steps of any kind are 
to be taken by you or the Parish Council until the Diocesan Coun
cil's consideration of the matter. 

cc. Mr. Barkev Elian 
Chairman, Parish Council 

Prayerfully t 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



H. SERABIAN 
P. 0. BOX 146 195 HIGHWAY 36 WEST KEANSBURG, N. J. 07734 

Primate torkom Manoogian 
Diocesan Council President 
6JO Second Avenue 
New York, 16, N. Y. 

Your Eminence• 

TOOLS & SUPPLIES 
FLEXIBLE SHAFT MACHINES 

212 473-5360 
201 495-0040 

Sept. 1, 1975 

I am not one for writing letters, bit in this instance 
I believe that the welfare welbeing of this community requires it. 

It is my belief that the present Parish Council of St. Maryfs 
of Elberon is definitely not working for the benefit of the 
community at large. 

As a result of their actions some of our memeers no longer 
regularly attend church. In fact one of our younger parish council 
members resigned his position and had his child christened elsewhere 

Our fellowship hour after services no longer exists, and 
politics has reared its ugly head.Our Parish council has not tried t 
to unify the community, to the contrary they seem to be at heart of 
the problem. My wife says that she no longer feels comfortable in 
church and our attendance has also fallen off. 

Mr. Vincent Karakashian, Membership committeeoaaairman. not a 
parish council member has taken upon himself to send around a 
petition to force our parish Priest to resign. He has also sent 
a letter to new prospective members to the effect that their 
applications will be screened prior to acceptance. 

There is a constant effort to undermine the Armenian School 
which my children attend, and this has caused considerable anguish 
amongst the parents and teachers. 

It is my opinion that the dissolution of the existing Parish 
Council is a necessary prerequisite to unifying this community 
I realize that such a step is a serious on• and that considerable 
work will be required on o~r part to repair the damage already 
done. It is my belief that enough concerned people are here in 
this community to do the job properly. 



'( 

.302 5 Avenue 
Apt. 15 
AsbU17 Park, N. J. 07712 

September 2, 1975 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Priaate, 
and Members o:t the Diocesean Council 
Armenian Diocese of North America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, Hew York 10016 

Your Elllinence and Gentleman: 

I wish 1io exteJ'ld 1io you our sincere thanks GD behalf of JQ"self and 
the next of kin of Har17 Ajdeharian, for your kindness and pro111pt 
attention in making the necessa17 funeral arrangements in sendiDg 
Father Arnak: Kasparian in place of Father Vertanes Kalayjian to 
Philadelphia on August 28 and 29. 

For your information, Cousin Harry Ajdeharian left over $101000 
to St. Vartan' s Cathedral and over $10,000 to the Holy Trinity Armenian 
Church in Chelteiiham, Pa., and a substantial amount of money to St. 
Mar;y' s Armenian Church in Elberon, B. J. 

I am sure that the executrix will coliiiWdcate farther With you 
in this regard. 

Cousin Harry Ajdeharian, you may observe from the petitioDs sent 
to you, was one of the s:igD&tories of the petition requesting the 
Resignation or Removal of Rev. Vertanes Kalayjian as Pansh Priest of 
St. Maey' s Armenian Church in Elberon, N. J. 

'fhis was the reason for my call.ing you aad requesting that someone 
other than Rev. Vertanes Kal.a;yjian perform the last funeral rites for 
our cousin. 

I know you understand his sentiments on this matter. 

Respectfully yours, 

?)~/(~ 
Virginia Hovsepian Dedeian 

cc: Jldge J oh.n Jlajarian 
cc: \ery Rev. Zaven Arzoumanian 



dt. dll(a'ty1. c:flunuzian c:flpo~tolia Cfzu'l.ah 
1184 OCEA..~ AVENUE 

ELBERON. NEW JERSEY 

Rev. Vertanes Kalayjian, Pastor 

September 3, 1975 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
and Members of the Diocesan Council 
Armenian Diocese of North America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence and Council Members: 

I received a copy of the letter dated August 14, 1975 
addressed to your Eminence and Members of the Diocesan Council 
enclosing over 50 petitions siqned by dues paying members of this 
Parish requesting "that an immediate special general assembly 
meeting be called to consider the specific referendum of removing 
Der Hayr Kalayjian as priest of St. Mary's Church, Elberon". 

I also received a copy of the letter of your Eminence 
dated August 21, 1975 addressed to Rev. Vertanes Kalayjian directing 
that "no formal steps of any kind be taken by the Parish Council 
until the Diocesan Council's consideration of the matter " on 
September 9, 1975. 

As a majority of seven out of the nine existing members 
of the Parish Council are convinced that it is in the best interest 
of this Parish that Rev. Kalayjian should resign or be removed 
immediately as Parish Priest, and as the Parish Council at its 
meeting held on Friday, August 29, 1975 resolved that the Chairman 
pick up a delegation representing said Majority and seek an urgent 
audience with the full membership of the Diocesan Council in order 
that such delegation may present their views fully on this matter. 

I would, therefore, appreciate it if such a meeting may 
be arranged at the earliest possible date and sufficient advance 
notice given to enable me and the other delegates to attend 
without much inconvenience. 

Very respectfu.lly yo~ ' 

~.__t:o~ 
BARKAVE G. ELIAN 
Parish Council Chairman 



September 12. 1975 

The Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian 
Pastor and President of Parish Council 
St. "1ary Armenian Church 
ll$4 Ocean Avenue 
Elberon, New Jersey 07740 

Dear Father Vertanes: 

The Diocesan Council was deeply disturbed by the disharmony 
that has marred our parish life in Elberon for many months and 
at its session of September 9, 1975, gave the matter its serious 
consideration, having before it the various reports of Diocesan 
Council representatives. 

Before making final disposition of this matter, the Council 
wishes to meet with you and the entire Parish Council at its next 
seglion on October 14, 1975. 

Please make arranqements now to be with us on that day at 
4:00 p.m. 

cc. Parish Council Chairman 
Mr. 8arkev Elian 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



TII!:L.I!:PHONE 274-315315 
AREA CODE 401 

JOHN K. NAJARIAN 

!AlforneJI of of?aw 
630 INDUSTRIAL BANK BUILDING 

PROVIDENCE. RHODE ISLAND 02903 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

RE: Elberon Parish 

Your Grace: 

October 21, 1975 

In accordance with our telephone conversation on Monday, 
October 20, 1975, I submit herewith proposed decision of the 
Diocesan Council. 

Considering that I was not present when the decision was 
put in final form on October 14, 1975 you may wish to reword 
the enclosed. 

Best regards, I remain 

JKN/jaa 
Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 



MARY HACHIGIAN 

503 8th Avenue 
ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY 

November 24, 1975 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Diocese of the Armenian church of America 
630 Secon .. 1 Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Archbishop Manoogian: 

In receipt of your letter dated November 18, 1975, 
requesting my acceptance as a member of an interim 
parish council of St. Mary church in Elberon. 

After much consideration, I have decided to accept 
this appointment. 

My devotion to Church and God is without question, 
however, I pray for the wisdom needed to help bring 
together a divided people. 

My humble thanks for considering me, and please be 
assured that I will try, through thought and prayer, 
to do justice to this appointment and also to meet 
your expectations. 

Respectfully yours, 

)~ 
MARY HACHIGIAN 



Archbishop Torkom Manoogian November 25, 1975 

- 2 -

To have one family's life disrupted by narrow minded 
people is, in my opinion, too dear a price. If our 
principals are compromised by and for the sake of 
expediency, it will encourage future occurrences of 
this type. 

I have been advised of the new members of the Parish 
Council. I know five or six of the new members person
ally and I have great respect for them. I was a bit 
disappointed in that I felt that Armen Bulbulian and 
Harout Karakashian should also have been members of 
the Parish Council. At the hearing before the Diocesan 
Council, the foregoing individuals indicated that they 
had cooperated with the Parish Priest in the past and 
would be able to cooperate with him in the future. 
This is not the case with one of the individuals who 
has been appointed by the Diocesan Council. Again, I 
realize that the Diocesan Council has attempted to 
make the appointments as innocuous as possible, but I 
cannot see why any individual should be victimized by 
the transfressions of others. In this circumstance, I 
believe that the judgment of the Diocesan Council flies 
in the face of the facts that were presented to it. 

I again respectfully request that Your Eminence give 
due consideration to the appointment of Mr. Bulbulian 
and Mr. Karakashian as members of the Parish Council, 
and, certainly, if the selected individuals do not 
accept their appointments, that these persons be 
considered as the next alternates. 

JSP/et 



LoMELL, MucciFORI, ADLER, KEARNEY, RAVASCHIERE & AMABILE 

HOWARD EWART 11890~~!9611 

LEOXARD G-LOMELL 

THOMAS J . .'>!GCCIFORI 

HER~IAX A. ADLER 

WILLIA~f J. KEARXEY 

DO~iiN"IC RAVASC'HIEHE 

A. THO)fAS A)fABILE 

,TOliN S. PEIILIVANIAN 

HOBERT A. FALL 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

COU~SELLORS AT LAW 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian 

Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Archbishop Manoogian: 

P.o. BOX 787 

250 WASHINGTON STREET 
TOMS RIVER, N. J. 08753 

(201) 349-2443 

November 25, 1975 

After having given my appointment deep consideration, I 
have decided to accept same. 

I am hopefUl that this Parish Council will have the 
ability to heal the breaches between the old and the 
young and the various political factions. It is my 
viewpoint that these prejudices, fears and political 
philosophies should be left at home and that each 
parishioner should have enough respect for the Church 
to treat it as the house of God. Hopefully, the good 
will in our community will persevere and the community 
will once again be able to manage its own affairs. 

By way of comment, it is evident to me that various 
members of our community are acting under stress and 
pressure, and their behavior is not typical of their 
character or personality. I strongly believe that the 
present circumstance calls for innovative and progress
ive thinking. As a result, I urge that a strong spirit 
of ecumenical cooperation is necessary on the local 
level to bridge the gap in our community. Hopefully, 
the Diocesan Council will support our pragmatic approach 
toward this end. 

JSP/et 



LoMELL, MUCCIFORI. ADLER, KEARNEY, RAVASCHIERE & AMABILE 

HOWARD EWART 11890-lYbll 

LEOXARD G. L0)1ELL 

THOMAS ,J. )!CCCIYOHI 

HER)!AX A. ADLER 

WILLIA~I •1. KEARXEY 

DOMIXIC RAVASCHIERE 

A THOMAS AMABILE 

·JOHN S. PEHLIVANIA~ 

ROBERT A. FALL 

A PROFESSIOXAL CORPORATIOX 

COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian 

Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Archbishop Manoogian: 

P.O. BOX 787 

250 WASHINGTON STREET 

TOMS RIVER. N. J. 08753 

(201) 349-2443 

November 25, 1975 

Under separate cover I wrote you concerning my acceptance 
of your appointment as a member of the Interim Parish 
Council of St. Mary's Church in Elberon. 

I felt compelled in this correspondence to state for the 
record my disappointment at the pending re-assignment of 
the Pastor. Father Kalayjian was mainly responsible for 
my membership in the parish and for my involvement in 
the parish and previous Parish Councils. I find him to 
be and articulate and energetic man. 

I am fully cognizant of the human frailties of Father 
Kalayjian, but this is a malady and affliction shared 
by all of us. The intense pressures that Father Kalayjian 
and his wife were subjected to in our parish were not of 
his own doing. Under the circumstances, I feel strongly 
that he acquitted himself admirably. 

I respectfully request that you extend every effort to 
see that Father Kalayjian is retained as the Parish Priest 
of St. Mary's Church in Elberon. As we Armenians have 
suffered injustices in the past, I do not feel that it is 
proper to make Father Kalayjian the scapegoat for the 
prejudices and passions of various members of our commun
ity. I can not see how anyone could expect Father 
Kalayjian to mullify the community, as recent history has 
proven, none of us have had that capacity. 



Mr. Barkev £1ian 
1187 Ocean Avenue 
Sea Bright, New Jersey 07760 

Oear Mr. E11an: 

December 23, 1975 

A new parish council has been appointed by the Primate and the Diocesan 
Council to administer the affairs of the St. Mary Armenian Church parish 68 
E 1 beron , ~iew Jersey. 

The council, headed by Mr. John Chakamfan, will assume responsibilities 
as of January 1, 1976, and serve until such time as the Diocesan Council re
places its members, or authorizes the convening of a parish assembly for the 
purpose of electing 1ts successor. 

Your cormnittee is to continue in office until the end of this year. The 
treasurer•s account are to be audited by the auditing c~ittee elected by 
your last assembly, and all funds and accounts transferred to the new council 
immediately thereafter. Also to be turned over are minutes~ files and all 
matters relevant to the secretary's office. It is our hope that this wfll 
be done expediously and harmoniously. 

We are most grateful for your devoted service and that of your committee 
in directing tne affairs of the parish since the suspension of the parish 
council. It was a difficult assignment performed in difficult circumstances. 
We are deeply appreciative of your selflessness in perfonuinq this duty. 

We pray that God will guide all of us in our efforts to restore harmony 
and grace to our Elberon Parish. 

cc. Mrs. A. Gok.berk 
Nr. S. Oadour ian 

Prayerfully. 

Archbishop Torkom Manooqian 



Mr. ~ Bulbulian 
76 Weran Place 
Oc:eaaport. Mew Jersey 07757 

Uear Mr. Bulbulian: 

January S, 1976 

A represen~ion fro. the Diocesan Coundl, headed by its 
CbatnMn Mr. John Kajar1an, will ~~eet johttly witla all the ~· 
be" of the 1975 Parish Council of St. Mary's Parish of Elberon, 
~ Jersey, as we:ll as the members of the newly aPPOfflted ~oondl 
for 1976 .. 

Reeause of tbe urgency of the matters faciftfJ the ~arish, the 
t~eet1ng has been arranged for this Thursday, January 8, 1976. at 
7:00 tt.m. 1a the Elberon Cburcb hall. You will have been iafo,_d 
by telephone well before the recetpt of thfs letter. 

It ts ;oost tllportant that all members of both couacils 
attend/ 

Ardlbishop Torkom Manoogian 
?r1•te 



I< 

The Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian 
315 Eighth Avenue 
8el1:aar, New Jersey 07719 

Dear Father Vertanes: 

January 19, 1976 

Please be advised that \·Je are in receipt of your letter of Oecember 
9, 1975~ presenting your resignatfon as Pastor of St. r~ry Amenian 
Church, Elberon, New Jersey. i.Je commend you on taking this most difficult 
step in order to brin9 about harmony in a very unhappy situation. Your 
resignation is a sacrifice that all priests dedicated to their vocation 
should be prepared to take at any time. 

Until such ti~ as \'ie can appo6nt you to another parish, we ask that 
you take no administrative part in the parish life of St. Mary 1 S Church; 
neither are you to perform services there. except at our direction. 

The St. Mary's Church will pay your stipend for the first three 
weeks of January. after which the Diocese will provide you with half 
of your present weekly salarj until such time as a permanent assiqnment 
can be arranqed. This will be in addition to whatever income you may 
derive from honorariums received from any other assi!,mments. 

We hope to communicate witi1 you in the near future. 

Prayerfully: 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



Dr. Ann Haroutunian 
50 Belgrade Avenue 
Clifton, New Jersey 07013 

Dear Or. Haroutunian: 

February 18!) 1976 

As a member of the Interim Governing Board of the St. Mary 
Annen ian Church .Parish of Elberon, New Jersey, you are urged to 
attend a meeting of the Board on Wednesday evening, February 25, 
at 8:00p.m., in the Church Hall, Elberon, New Jersey. 

We pray that you will attend and by your presence demon
strate a desiee to help lead the parish into a harmonious spiri
tual and community life. 

Mr. Jack Antreassian will be present as our personal repre
sentative and take active leadership in the early stages of our 
effort to revitalize the Parish. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



Dcacoo Levon Hekimian 
11n4 Ocean Avenue 
Elberon, New Jersey 07740 

Dear Deacon Hekimian: 

January 19, 1976 

Circumstances prevailing in the St. fltary Parish of Elberon, New 
Jersey, have compelled the Diocesan Council to suspend the parish 
council and appoint a new one to govern the ~arish. Subsequent events 
have made it necessary to discontinue services at St. Mary's for the 
time being. 

vie haves therefore, directed that the priests and deacons of our 
Diocese may not officiate in any manner whatever in the St. Mary Church 
without prior consent of the Diocesan Primate. 

As a deacon residing in the parish, you are anst directly affected 
by this order. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



~r. Jack Antreassian, Administrator 
Interim Governinq Comn1ittee 
St. Mary Parish of Elberon. New Jersey 
1134 Ocean Avenue 
Elberon, New Jersey 07740 

Dear Hr. Antreassian: 

" 

April 20. 1976 

We understand that ouestion has been raised concerning the propriety 
of the constitution of the ,resent executive committee of the Women's 
Guild of the St. Ma~ parish. 

This is a matter that would ordinarily be referred to and resolved 
by the local parish council. 

But because of the various circumstances that led to the resfonation 
of the parish council and the appointment of an Interim Governing Commit
tee. we hereby disallow such questions and authorize the executive commit
tee as presently constituted to continue its leadership of the St. Mary 
Women's Gufld until the regularly scheduled election ~~is fall. 

We direct thilt all members of the Guild respond to their leadership 
and resume the useful and productive activities of the Women for the good 
and welfare of the ehurch. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom ~anoo~ian 
Primate · 



Mr. Michael L. Gorra 
904 Clairidge Drive 
Spring Lake Hts., New Jars~ 

07762 

l-larch 3, 197 6 

Mr. Jack Antreassian,, Chairman 
Parish Council 
St. Mary's Armenian .lpostolie Church 
1184 Ocean Avenue 
Elheron, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Antreassian: 

On Fel:lrua:ri 27, i976, the Monmouth and Ocean County Armenian Community 
Memhers held their fi£st .. meeting at Colts Neck Reformed Church Fellowship Hall, 
Colts -Neck, New Jersey-, with 60 persons in attendance, for the purpose of having 
Father Verta.nnes Ka.l~ian immediately reinstated as Pastor of St. Mary's, 
Elheron, New Jersey. ·· · 

At this meeting the following were elected as representatives of 
this group: 

Miss Nora Bitchakjia.n 
Mr. Michael L. Gorra 
Mr. A. Megerdichian 
Mr. Richard Sahagian 
~s. L. Tashjian 

and 
Mr. Arman .dulbulia.n, Advisor 

We urge that this request he submitted to the Diocese and that 
reinstatment of Father Vertannes Ka.la.yjian he me_t with all deliherate speed. 

There were ~ otttf!r~~tuU'esti'otis for ~~icms actions to he taken 
to reinstate Father KalaN,ian hut, at this particular time, this method was 
chosen. ·-

Respectfully yours, 

~1Y!~ 
Miss Nora Bitchakjian 
Mr. Michael L. Gorra 
Mr. A. Megerdichian 
Mr. Richard Sahagian 
Mrs. L. T~ian 

and 
:Vii'. Armen .dulbUlian, Advisor 

--



~,1r. Harootune Karakashian 
Parish Council Chairman 
St. r~nry Annenfan Church 
1184 Ocean Avenue 
Elbercn, i~ew Jersey 07740 

Dear r~r. Karakashi an: 

July 23. 1976 

't!e are pleased with the manner in which you and your new parish council 
are address 1ng yourselves to your resronsibil ities, appreciatino full \'mll 
the difficult circumstances in which you assumed your office. It is our 
hope of course that under the leadership of your counci 1 all the people of 
the Elberon parish will come together to pray 1 n and work for a Church that 
indeed belonqs to all of them. 

In due course we expect to appoint a permanent pastor for the parish. 
Until then. His Grace Bishop Panken Varjabedian will serve the spiritual 
needs of your parish on a part-time. though regular, basis. 

Inouiry has been made concern1M the future service of Father Vertanes 
Kalayjian. As we have indicated on a number of occasions in the past. this 
is the responsibility of the Primate. For the information of your council 
and your parish generally, we have under consideration at the !'resent time 
olans for the assiqnment of Father Vertanes as pastor of another church. In 
the circumstances he will not be cons ide red for future service in Elberon. 

You have our permission to duplicate and make copies of this letter 
available to all narishooners. 

i~e pray that your council., and all of our faithful, may be quided always 
with God's wisdom, and love for our Church. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom ~1anooq ian 
Primate 

I 
\ 

\ 



ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
1184 OCEAN AVENUE 

ELBERON, NEW JERSEY 07740 

October 31, 1976 

Mr. Levon Hekimian 
1184 Ocean Avenue 
Elberon, Ne.w Jersey 07740 

Dear :fir. Hekimiana 

~ie like to call your attention to the following mat-
ters. 

A.tter receiving the letter which 7f>U bad sent te Bishop 
Papken, members of the Parish Council had a conference with Arch
bishop TorJtom Manoogian. The following a,re the decisions made at 
this conference• 

A - Bishop Papken and other visiting Clergy will 
have their private rooms and other living 
conveniences on the second floor ot the church 
building. The Chairman of the Building Committee, 
Mr. Andrew Rivas, will make the necessary arrange
ments for this purpose before the 6th of November. 

B - In the absence of Bishop Papken the arrangements 
tor the Altar and Church services will oM.. made 
CtnlJ' by the Chairman of the Parish Cou IQ. 

C - A few years back, by the order ot the iri.Jaate, 
Torlto.m Maneogian, you were told that you have 
no official duties in the church. We reaind. you 
ot this again and inform you that hereafter you 
will not per:torm all1" work in or out of the church 
w1 "thout the specific direction and the knowledge 
of the Parish Council. 

We hope that you will follow these instructions and 
avoid unpleasant consequences. 

A copy ot thie letter has been mailed to Archbishop 
Torkom Manoogian and the Chairman ot the Diocesan Council. 

Copies to • Jrchbishop Torkom 
Manoogian 

Chairman, Diocesan 
Council 

~~ Haroot Karaltashian, Chairman 
Parish Council 



~~. df{a't!/ ~ c;/f'tmenian c;/fpo~tofic C!hu'lch 
1184 O:::E ... "\N AVENti"E 

ELBERON. NEW JERSEY 
Telephone: 222.012'1 

R l'ftttlii fl ' J 'ja ' er 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
A·nnenian Diocese 
630 Second Avenue 
N ev,J York, New York 10016 

Dear Surpazan Hyre, 

Nov~mber 11, 1976 

On October 31, 1;76, ·r.'e seTc ;:;, lettel~ to Mr. L. He1druian, in
forming him of the decision of the Parish Council to prepare 
livj_ng quarters for Bishop Papken, who is soon to return to 
our Parish. A copy of this letter has been forwarded to your 
office. 

The Chairman of the Building Committee and myself contacted 
Mr. Hekimian on N•vember 6, 1976 to begin the necessary pre
parations for this purpose. 

We decided that the most appropriate room as living quarters 
for Bishop Papken would be what Mr. Hekimian calls his 
11 library". Mr. Hekimian refused to cooperate with us stat
ing that he will never allow anyone to live in the second 
floor where he is presently residing. 

At the present time we have no other facilities to accomodate 
Bishop Papken when he returns. We therefore, request that Mr. 
Hekimian be instructed by the Diocesan Council to evacuate 
the "library" immediately. 

The investi~ation in the pursuit of legal action is also being 
considered by the Parish Council if need be. 

c.c. 
Diocesan C,opies 
Mr. L. Heklmian 

_(/ Respectful~}tyou~ / _ 

;(~~~ 
Harootun Karakashian 
Chairman, Parish Council 



November 11, 1976 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Armenian Diocese 
630 Second Avenue 
lew York, lew York 10016 

Dear Surpazan Hyre, 

On October 311 1976, we sent a letter to Kr. L. Bekimian, in
forming him of the decision of the Parish Council to prepare 
living quarters for Bishop P&pken, who is soon to return to 
our Parish. A copy ot this letter has been forwarded to your 
office. 

The Chairman of the Building Committee and myself contacted 
Mr. Hekimian on Nevember 6, 1976 to begin the necessary pre
parations for this purpose. 

We decided that the most appropriate room as living quarters 
for Bishop Papken would be what Kr. Hektmian calls his 
11 library11

• Mr. Hekimian refused to cooperate with us stat ... 
ing that he will never allow anyone to live in the second 
floor where he is presently residing. 

At the present time we have no other facilities to accomodate 
Bishop Papken when he returns. We therefore, request that Mr. 
Bekimian be instructed by the Diocesan Council to evacuate 
the "library" immediately. 

The investigation in the pursuit of legal action is also being 
considered by the Parish Council if need be. 

c .c. J 
Diocesan <;opies 
Mr. L. Hekmian 

Respectful;;; your" !1 tl/J(}Ztf[;_._ /Y?;)<LM~ 
Harootun larakashian 
Chairman~ Parish Council 


