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Dear friends: January 1975

Re: Services rendered in 1975 by
Archdeacon Levon Hekimian

I wish to keep you informed of services I have been happy
to render my church, St. Marys Armenlian Apostolic Church
in Elberon, N, J., in addition to my duties as Archdeacon:
all expenses absorbed by me unless indicated otherwise.

1) Most of the clapboard were loose and some were out
on the outside of the third floor. I replaced them
with new ones and painted the entire front.

2) The ceiling of one of the rooms in the basement had
fallen; in the other room ceiling and walls were de-
molished. Installed new ceiling in both rooms, re-
paired the walls with sheet rock and painted the’'rooms,.

3) Removed two large trees from the roots; cut the hedges
about 500 feet long twice in the season; also trimmed
large ledge trees about 200 feet long.

4) Built cement curbs 226 feet long all around the grass,
painted in yellow, and put sign "Watch the curb." The
cement was supplled by contractor Joseph Celebratta.

5) Built sidewalk 33 feet long by 3 feet wide. Expenses
for this job were pald by the church. Repaired the
floor of Sunday School porch.

6) Painted the kitchen and hallway, 8 doors, and fire-
place. Painted tables and benches in the picnic area.

7) In the basement I covered five 30 x 69 inch window
frames with tar paper.

8) The electric contractors left 160 feet long big open-
ings in the ground. I covered and repaired these holes.

9) Mrs. Hekimian and I prepare the Mass all year around,

10) We take care of cleaning the kitchen, hallway, porch
and around. We furnish all bathroom supplies.

11) Five gallons of paint were donated by Mr. Albert Har-
pootlian for which a "thank you" letter has been sent.

Submitted by
Archdeacon Levon Hekimian
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January 19, 1976

" The Reverend Vertanes Kalayjfan .

315 E4ghth Avenue
Belmar, New Jersey 07719

Doar Father Vertanes:

Please be advised that we are in receipt of your letter of December
8, 1975, presenting your resignation as Pastor of St. Mary Armenian
Church, Elberon, New Jersey. UWe commend you on taking this most difficult
step in order to bring about harmony in a very unhappy situatfon. Your
resignation 1s a sacrifice that all priests dedicated to their vocation
should be prepared to take at any time.

Until such time as we can appodnt you to another parish, we ask that
you take no administrative part in the parish 1ife of St. Mary's Church;
neither are you to perform services there, except at our direction.

The St. Mary's Church will pay your stipend for the first three
weeks of January, after which the Diocese will provide you with half
of your present weekly salary until such time as a permanent ass{gnment
can be arranged. This will be in additifon to whatever income you may
derive from honorariums received from any other assignments.

He hope to communicate with you in the near future.

Prayerfully,

»

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

."
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ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
- 1184 OCEAN AVENUE
Ve w0 ELBERON, NEW JERSEY

September 29, 1976

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
630 =2nd Avenue
New York, New York 10016

Your Eminences:s

At our last Parish Council meeting on September 16,
there was a discussion regarding membership dues for the
coming election in 1977. The question was raised as to
whether or not a member at St. Mary's must pay his 1977
dues prior to the election and, if so, we would appreciate
a letter giving us authority to collect such dues prior
to the election.

If this is not the case, then we would appreciate
a letter stating otherwise.
Respectfully yours,

//M é/);/ zzz(,J

Haroot Karakashian, Chairman
Parish Council



ST. MARY®*S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
ot 1184 Qcean Avenue, Elberen, N. J.

11th Parish Council Meeting, 8135 p.m. September 1, 1976

PRESENT: H. Karakashian A. Bulbulian M. Gerra B. Buchakjian
G. Possikian A, Rivas H, Seradian 3, Tutunjian
ABSENT: A. Tashjian

Minutes of August 29th meet were read; Berj Buchakjian made a metien to
accept the Minutes and Mr, Bulbulian seconded to this metien.

In regard te the $2,200 gentracter's bid fer painﬁ the exterier of the church,

this bid was submitted by Mr. Rivas, Chairman, Bui & Greunds Committes.
TREASURZER'S REPORT submitted by Ber] Buchakjian as fellows:
As of August 29ths FMrst Ratiemal Bank, Tems River $1,445.0
Celenial Natienal Bank, Manalapan 2,282.3
Keystene Sav & Lean ggg.sz
New Jersey Natienal Bank (Cashier's Check) 57
Cash en hand,. :
Py ®

Mr, Karakashian invited Mrs. Steven Checkesky, Sunday Scheel Superintendent,

to be present at this meeting se that she ecould present her progran for the
Sunday Scheol year. Rgﬁumﬂm for the children will be held en Sunday,
September 12 at which e netices will be sent teo all Parishioners informing
them of the registration and alse that KHACHVERAZ will be ebserved and informing
everyone that there will be Communien en this day for all children, their
parents, teachers and all parishioners. Also, it was decided by the Parish
Council that sandwiches will be served after Divine Liturgy.

Mr. Bulbulian made a metion that members ¢f the Parish Ceuneil who must make
Tell telephene calls pertaining te church business present their telephense
:::mo:ga te the Treasurer te be reimbursed; Ber] Buchakjian secended to

s motion,

Berj Buchakjian made a metien te autherise Mr. Rivas te replace the gutters
en the south side ef the church building; M. Gorras seconded te this metien,

It was decided ts send Mr, Alex Mameurian, whe is a Delegate r?mlmtlns
St. Mary’s), a stered letter and Lmuin as to wvhy we haven®’t heard
from him since this Parish Council has been in office and why he haan't
attended any of our meetings.

Mr. Karakashian infermed everyene that the next Parish Coundil meeting will
be September 15 and September 29. Mr. Rivas made a metien to closs the
n;aﬁngom Mr. Tutun} secended to this motion. The Meeting adjourned
a t00 pem.

Respectfully submitted,

pu—.

::ﬁ G + Becretary
sh Council

Copy te:, /Amhbhhop Torkem Manocegian



ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
=" 1184 OCEAN AVENUE
ELBERON, NEW JERSEY

At

September 16, 1976
12TH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING -~ 8:45 p.m.

PRESENT BISHOF PAFKEN
H. Karakashien A. Bulbulian Mrs. M. Gerra A. Rivas H. Serabian
Mrs. A. Tashjian S. Tutunjian

ABSENT B. Buchakjian ¢. Poosikian

Bishep Papken was present for the first time since he was released from the
hospital, He opened our meeting with a prayer.

Minutes of the 11th Parish Coundl meeting on September lst were read; MMr. Rivas
made a motien to accept the Minutes and Mr. Tutunjian seconded to this motion.

Mr. Alex Mamourian called Mr. Karakashian and reported that he will try to
attend our next meeting; Mr. Mamourlan stated that he has been ill,

Mra. Gorra reperted that after attending lLadies® Gulld meeting on Sept. 14,

e wonmen stated that they would like to have Cultural Day en Sunday, Oct, 24,
rovided that this is all right with Parish Council., Mr, Karakashian stated
that he had already contacted Mr. Jack Antreassian and made arrangements for
junday, October 17, to have Mr. Nubar Kupelisn to be the guest speaker on
ctober 17, for Cultural Day at St, Mary®s; alse, Mr., Karakashian has contacted
[iss Tanya Hovnanian to play the piano on that day. Mr. Karakashian will con-
fact Mres. Najarian te clear the date for Cultural Day as Octeber 17. Mr.

] shian informed the council thet John Chakamian will be Chairman for
ultural Day.

Bishep Papken mentiowmed that he has an hour long film on Etzmiazdin and per-
haps at a2 future date it could be shown to all parishioners and interested
persons at the church hall,

Bishop Papken suggested that a clearing committee be organized sc that the
varicus Armenian organisatiens in our community will net have a conflict in
events. Mrs, Gorra will write te A.G.B.U., Armenian Cultural Associatioen,
Armenian Relief Seciety, and Knights of Vartan., Haig Serablan suggested that
on the back of the Gantegh a calendar of events should be liated for all
Armenian organizations and head it as Community Events.

Mr. Rivas, Chairman of Building & Greunds Cemmittee, reported that the floor

of the porch is cempleted; also that weather permitting the gutters will be
replaced. Mr, Bulbulian reported that some donations have already been received
for the painting eof the church, MNr. Kerakashian stated that he has ordered a
new sign for the exterior of the church "ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH".
Alse, under the oross on the outside of the church a night light automatically
operated will be installed.
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There was discussion regarding membership dues for the coming election in
1977. The guestion igs that there isn’t any information that states whether
or not every member has to pay hie 1977 dues before the elation in order te
vote, Therefore, Mr. Bulbulian made 2 motion to write to Archbishop Terkom
Manooglan and ask him what the procedure will be for the 1977 election

at St. Mary's and find out whether the members have to pay before veting
and if so to give us authority in writing to ask ishioners for 1977
dues before voting. Mir. Tutunjian seconded to thlis motidn.

Mr. Rivas made a motion to close the meeting and Mr. Serablan seconded to this,
Meeting adjourned at 11110 p.m. and Bishop Papken closed the meeting with a

prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Gorra, Secretary

770/7 e

Copy to: VArchbishnp Terkom Manesgian

lir. Keimgkaehian suzegested that Mr. Jack Antreassiants letter of August 2, 1976,
regarding announcements from the altar be incorporated in the Minutes se that
it will be on record:

esssesa"The practices of our church with regard to announcements from the
altar are as followe:

*1l. They must be kept to an absolute minimum. The altar cannot be
used as an advertising medium., Seme of our churches have even
adopted the pelicy of making no announcements at all, issuing
instead 2 weekly bulletin (mimeographed) for digtritution each
Sunday, containing all relevent anmneuncementas.

*"2. Only matters oceneerning the chureh can be announced from the altar.

"3. And even with church announcéments, we must be very selective and
announce only matters ef some impertance, and not just everything
that we want to bring to the public'e attentien., I(hese must be
done by other means.

i, There e ne exceptions with regard to non-church groups.

"%« There is a general exception, however. Non-church matters ef natienal
import, such as the Lebanon campalign, for example, are worth any
attention we can give it. And in sueh instances ws must use our
good Judgment or apply to the Diecese for guidance.

Sincerely,

/8/ Jack Antreassian®
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Dt ofwaz‘y s Hrmenian ,7% ostolic Church

1184 OCEAN AVENUE
Telepkonn: 283.0127

Rew dernanrEaamsen=RPatox

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate
Armenian Diocese

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

The Parish Council is now busily engaged in organ-
izing and preparing for your official visit here
the weekend of July 16th and 17th, 1977.

Surpazan Hyre, preliminary plans have been made

for your banquet on Saturday, July 16th at approx-
imately 7:00 P.M. We hope this will meet with your
itinerary.

Transportation will be provided by St. Mary's Church
per your directive. In addition, it is requested
that the Very Rev. Khajag Barsamian accompany you
on your visitation and assist you during the Badarak
on July 17th. We hope this meets with your approval.

We request your guidance in the above mentioned mat-
ter.

Respectfully, yours,

/422%Z?¥< ' “Af/ég;zgi;ﬂxp;u

Haroot Karakashian
Parish Council Chairman

HK:rd

May 23, 1977



