January 13, 1971

Mr. Armenak Bulbulian
Chairman, Parish Council
St. Mary Armenian Church
Elberon, New Jersey

Dear Mr. Bulbulian:

We are pleased to grant approval for the convening of your
Parish Assembly on January 24, and for the election of a Parish
Council and one Diocesan Delegate. Along with this, of course,
it is understood that there will be election or appointment of
other committees as needed by your Parish and permitted by our
By-Laws.

Minutes of the Assembly, as well as the names of the Parish
Council members and your Delegate, should be sent to us
immediately for approval and confirmation.

We hope and pray that your Assembly will prove fruitful, an
appropriate beginning to a year of service to our Church and Lord.

Prayerfully yours,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate



St. Mary’s Armenian Apostolic Church

1184 OCEAN AVENUE
ELBERON, NEW JERSEY

Telephone: 222-0127
January 11, 1971

Archbishop vorkom Manoogian, rrimete
Armenian piocese of porth America
630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

pear Jurpazan,

vhe rarish Council, at its vecember 18, 1970 meeting, decided to
hold a general membership Meeting for the election of 1971 Parish
Council members and other offices. ’

1 am enclosing the letter which was sent to all paid members and
other individuals in our community. in this letter, the details
of the meeting are described in full.

I have also previously sent you a list of paid members of the St.
Maryis Armenian Apostoliec Church of slberon, N. J. At the end

of 1970, we had seventy eight (78) paid members. ‘'welve (12)ad-
ditional new members have also paid their dues, but these names will
be entered in 1971.

I woutld also like to mentiom that our church has fully paid its
1970 dues to the Diocese.

The Annual Parish Assembly will take place Sunday, Januwary 24, 1971,
Presiding will be mev. Vertanes Kalayjian of Union City. I hope
this meets with your approval.

Respectfully yours,

Dbl ion

ARMEN BULBULIAN
Chairman, Parish Council

ABz jc
C.Ce2: Rev. Vertanes kalayjian



ST MARY'S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
1184 OCEAN AVENUE
ELBERON, N. J.
Jenuary 5, 1971
Dear Parishioners:

On Sunday, Jenusry 10, 1971, we will have church service. Father Ver—
tanes Papagzisn will officiste. Please have this date in mind. Following
the church service, a Turkey Dinner will be served.

After one year of intense activity, the combined efforts of the various
orgenizations of the church with the Parish council produced what we hope-—
fully think a very successful season. The success of this work imposes up-—
on us certszin obligstions, the principel of which is the election of & rep—
regsentative perish Council with all the privilegss and the responsibilities
of such a body. Based on this concept, the Parish Council selected Jenusry
24, 1971, as the dsy for general elections. All persons who have been bap—
tized in the Armenian Church and accept the doctrine of the church sre con-
sidered members of good stending end as such can attend the meeting ond par-
ticipate in discussions. However, only those members who have paid their
annual dues can participate in the election of officers or adoption of res—
olutions. Jsnuary 24, 1971 will be & very important day for the Armenian
community of this sree and we expect and urge everyone to attend this meet-
ing.

The progrem for Januasry 24 is s followss

A. Church Service from 10:30 A.M, — 1:00 P.M.

B. Dinner will be served from 1:00 — 2:30 P.M.

C. Parish Assembly meeting: for elections, organizeationel re-

ports, sdoption of resolutions, and, discussions on important
issues will stert st 2:30 P.M.
Those members who for various reasons cannot sttend church service or dinner
should meke every effort to be present at the meeting.

The Parish Council, on the suggestion of its President, Father Ver-
tenes Kelavjien, hus selected a nominating committee composed of : Mr. H.
Alexenien, Chsirmen, Mr. S. Tutunjisn, Mr. G. Kazanjian, Mr. A. Gokberk, and
Mrs. G. Chekemian as members of this committee. They will select the candi-
dotes for each office ¢nd present it to the Perish Assembly for election.

A& szmple ballot will be printed in the coming issue of the Gantegh for your
convenience s#nd study.

The offices for election are as follows:

1. Perish Assembly officers—Candidates for the election of & pre-
siding officer and a secretory. The presiding officer will
direct the general elections and other metters.

2. Parish Council members for 1971¢9 members will be clectad from
the cendéidetes presented to the members.

3., FElection of = nominsting committec for 1971.

L+ Flection of sn auditing committee for 1971.

5. The ¢lection of a dioccson delegete enéd en elternrte for = per—

io@ of 4 yenrs. The delegate represents our psrish in the Di-
ocegsen Assembly which meets sunurlly during thefirst week of
Mey.

Also. on the sgenda szre the followin~ topics for general discussion:

A. Building committec rewcrt, ond discussion of olons for bulld-

ing ¢ new church.

B. Church membership cdues.

C. Summer residents.

D. Fegurst by St. Nerses Theclogicel School to use the church

ruilding duringfpart of August 1971, for religious studies.
Sincerely,
Armen Bulbulian, Chairman,
Perish Council
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April 26,1972

Mr. John Chakamian, Chairman :
St. Maxy's Armenian Church Parish Council
1184 Ocesn Avenue

+»  Elberon, Mew Jersey

De&r Mr. Chakamians

i am writing this letter to you on behalf of
Archdeacon Levon Hekimian, whom I have known for
many years.

A long time ago, when the Armenian Diocese was
congsidering the establishment of a2 "summer" church at
Elberon, the then Archbishop Srpazan Mampre Calfayan
asked the newly ordained Archdeacon Levon Hekimian to
assume the responsibility of maintaining the building
and grounds of the new church on a year-round basis
and to participate in the religious services according
to the rites and privileges of his rank. Needless to
say, you may recall that the building was in need of a
tremendous amount of repair and maintenance which
Archdeacon Hekimian was only too heppy to be able to
complete. In return for this service, he was promised
that he could live on the said premises for the rest of
his life, or, for as long as he chose to remain there.
These arrangements were agreed upon in the presence of
Parish Council members of varioms churches at a meeting
that was held at the Diocesen office in New York.

Archdeacon Hekimian is in receipt of your recent
letter of April 12th and has asked me, as » member of
the earlier committee, to bear witness to the promises
vhich were made at that time. Not only do I attest to
the fect that such 2 meeting did take place and that
these decisions were fully agreed ampon by those present,
but also, I, 2s an Armenian who has dedicated all of my
life to serve Armenian causes and more specifically, to
the care of aged Armenians, am now appealing to your
conscience to permit this elderly gentleman, who has
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served the church faithfully for sll these years, ¢b
live out the rest of his life in the comfort and
seaurity of his familiar surroundings.

Thexre is nc quasticn that we, at the Emerson Armenisn
Bome,would be happy to make room for him here, as an aged
homeless Armenian, even though we are filled to cspacity.
Bowever, I can fully understand end appreciate Arch-
deacon Eekimizn's plea toc recall the earxlier negotiations
which provided him with an asgurance that he would never
be evicted fm the premises of St. Mary's Armenian
Apostolic Church in Elberon, New Jorsey, ard his appesl
for my assistsnge to present the facts ag I knew them to
be, . -

Ve are anl;:au of the growing need for more and
better space, particularly since theprmenian community
st the seashore, 36 well 23 everywhere in genersl, is
rapidly expending. However, I find it very difficult to
believe that there is absolutely no wey for the present
Ferish Council of st, Mary's Church in Zlberen to fulfill
the earlier cobligationsg to him, 2nd that you have asked
him to vacate 2 home in which he has lived for meny
years, and for which he has worked sc hard. To deprive
him of his responsibilities towardas the church and his
close effiliation with the activities there would be to
degtroy him 2a & human being., Surxely the members of the
~ Paxish Council would not want to be held responsible for
such ¢inliumane, irresponsidle and unjust rreatment to-
words 2 man who has dedicoted himself to the Armenien
pecple and church without gquestion or hesitation,

_We axe often asked why our young peoplehave been
“turned off" fwos church affiliatioch. Tuxning away an
old person from a home he was promised would be his for
the reat of his life, would be cne more ¢rack in an
already weakened chain. The church, too, must meet its
responsibilities end live up to its promises. How can we
tell young people to do good, ¢tov have faith and to serve
the church, when all they e¢an gee ia broken promises and
negative sanetions imposed on those who have devoted their
lives to the service of their church?

I sincexely hope thast you and the other members of the
Parish Counail will reevaluate your esrlier position 3
regarding Archdeacon Hekimian end will be able to find »
solution which will pexmit him to livelon the church
grounds without hindering your plans for expsnsion of the

buildings.



Angust 14, 1972

Hr. John Chakanian
Chairman of Parish Couneil
§t. Mary Armenian Church
1184 Ocean Avenue

P, 0. Box 271

Elberon, HNew Jersey 07740

Dear Mr. Chaksmian:

We deeply regret that we cannot be with you in
person on this occasion. We would have much pre-
ferred to express our joy directly. It is a profound
spiritual fulfillment for us to see¢ s parish grow
and develop, with yesung and vigorous leadership; to
see it expand its services to our cosmunity, to see
it broaden into & true spiritusl and social home for
our people.

Tha St. Mary Parish of Elberon has achieved
precisely this, and the most striking evidence is the
assignment of a full-time pastor to serve as the shep-
herd and spiritual lesder of the parish. This is a
circumstance in which we rejoice.

An able young priest, Father Vertanmes will bring
fulfillment to the aspirations of your community. Ile
will provide the spiritual leadership so important
to parish progress. But it would be a seriocus mistake
to believe that the assigament of a pastor in any way
changes the charscter of your responsibilities as
parishioners. The priest is not the Church., All of
you together ars the Church. Befors the assigament
of Father Vertanes, you as a body of pavishioners were
the Churech.

{continued)



dr. John Chakamian
August 14, 1972
Page 2

Now you have a spiritual leader and an ally in
this sacred task of serving our Lerd, our Church, and
our people,

This is a new beginniag for the St. M¥ary parish,
full of hope for the future., We pray that that hope
will be realized in full. VWe know it will be realized
if you continue to work together, for the holy purposes
that distinguish our efforts, if you continue to work
for oach ether, for the ultimate good of our Churech,
and for the welfare of our people.

#e pray that the Lord may bless you all.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manocoglan
Prinate

ATsd/ec
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Mrs. Araxy Gokberk : '
~Chairman, Nominatlng Commlttee
<207 6th Avenue '

Asbury Park, N Y. 07712

Dear Mrs. Gokberk.,ah

i

A serles of . questions was posed in your 1etter of’ January
24, to which we address ourselves as. follows: j;;gMWT,H,H‘.H

;1. The parlsh prlest is pre51dent of all commlttees, 1nc1ud~g,§i«
... ing the Nominating Committee, and can sit and part101pate\fr*~
in that capac1ty. The‘counc1l chalrman should not’ part;vg L

'c:.pate.,» . T % R T

, f*z;‘The Nom;natlng COmmlttee cannot be told by anyone what il
¥ .~ names to put on the slate. The parish priest, as presi-:.
.+ dent, can participate in the deliberations and suggest
. and discuss along with the other members. . The committee .
.5, as a whole w111 dec1de what names should be on the slate.Vf,
R s e ¥ . .
. f&‘3; a. Yes, a person must be a member for one’ year before:j
B he is ellglble to hold offlqe. S bl P

‘b. If he joins in the middle ot %he year, it cannot be R
+. interpreted that he is a member for that entire . -

calendar year. The year of his personal membership iufg

~begins from the date he pald hlS dues and offlclally

. became a member.

e r4.‘It has been customary to ask outg01ng members whether they

. 4. wish to serve again, but there is no rule or law in our
Diocese that makes this obligatory.~ If the Nomlnatlng
Commlttee so deoldes, 1t need not ask them.

.5, The practlce of almost all of our parlshes has been that .
S members may duly partrc1pate and stand for office in the;ﬁ\

(cont'd)




1975 assembly (sxnce it pertains to the 1974 year), if they have

f’pald their 1974 dues prior to the convening of that assembly. It
.~ will be difficult to change the practice overnight, though it

- 'would be our wish for 1975 dues to have been pald promptly and
"early in the year, , _

6,

8.

The Nominating Committee must prepare and present a slate con- o
taining two names for every, offlce to be fllled, no more and no -

;71ess. R

The Nominating Comm;ttee may not list the names of the candidates

- haphazardly or whimsically. This must be done either in alpha-

betical order, or in an order determined by drawing lots.

'If a person wishes to w1thdraw hls name, he will have to make

his wishes known to the Assembly, if the ballot has already

" been printed when he informs the Nominating Committee of this

‘change of mind, If the ballot has not yet been prlnted, his

name must be removed from the ballot. If there is no time to |

find another name bafore the ballot is printed, that additional

. name may be given to the Assembly by the Nominating Committee . o
with the explanation of why it could not be listed on the ballot.j*f

Finally, if Diocesan representatlon is requested at your

m~Parxsh Assembly, the request can only be made by the Parish

© ce, Fr, Vertanes Kalayjian

Prlest and the Parlsh Council,

f Prayerfully,

- Q. Ve %‘Mff’ﬁ

, ArchbishOp Torkom Manoogian
Prlmate Ly |
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‘630 Second Avenue

| Jllllll" 2’“ 1975
. ‘

Prinate cz,._: ‘;,@w%y /QA/DC.Q-LQJA-/ anvcw@

lew York, N, ¥, 10016

Dear Surpasan Hayrs

Ve, the Hoodnating Committee, of St. Mary's Armenmian Church of Elberon, N. J.,
vho were duly elected at the last Parl.sh Aasombly, are having some problems and

would eppreciate your guidance.

QUESTION 1. Should the Parieh Prle:tnnd?urid:cmmndtinon
the Nominating Committee meetings?

QUESTION 2. Should the Nominating Committee be told by the Parish
Priest and Parish chalmnmf.mmaboputonthe
ballot?

- QUESTION 3. | (a) Does the person have to be a member ror one w
before he may be eligible for office?

(b) Ifnperaonﬁrstbecomaduea-pnﬁngmberin
Aigust 1974, does that autoratically mean that he is a
duss~paylng member for the 12 months of 19742 :

QUESTION 4. To the Humineting Committoe ohligated "AS A mm-m oF
. - COURTESY" to an outgoing Parish Council ldember,
place his name on the new bnllot.?

nmnnq Article 6 "Dues are pmblo in adnnce on Jumnry 1ot udx
FohTrecosoes”

QUESTION S. Doeatbesbovammﬂutinomrtoboclmmtohold
elective office or to vote at our February 16, 1975

Parish Assembly meeting, a past dues-paying member must
have paid his or her 1974 dues before January 1, 19752

By-Laws states"The Nominating Committee shall prepare 1ists of
candidates, double the rumber of ncanc:lea for the election of

Mdﬂ Moooo.lo

QUESTION 6, Does the Homtnating Committee have the suthority e
, tomorothnndoublethemmberorcandidnmuthq '
so wish? y

QUESTION 7 Does the Nond.mung Cormittee have the authority, after
preparing its list of candidates, to put these names in
oy order it wisghes on the ballot, whether it be

(a) alphabetical order

(b) in order deteruined by drawdng lots, or

(o) or just place We=dmadon on the ballot as the
cormittee chooses? : - .




. S - Page 2 - _ , ';:
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. "~ mmtiapwmngnduﬂmlwweSmMthm ”}
and given to the Farish Priest for publication. A person whose nane eppears %
| on the bailot decides to withdraw his nane. | -2
. LUFSTION 8. Is it mot proper, that at this étlge. the person wishing resignation ;,;E
make his resignation from the floor on the day of the Parish Assenbly weetdng? z'
The above are eore questions we would 1ike to have answered in wripdng. 3
It is Lrportant that we have this inromt..ton as soon &s possible to awid
~ more problems. ‘
dince we have been getting discrepant answers and various interpretations
" of the By-laws from authoratative members of our Parish, we feel we nced your
utaost guldance and consi tion at this tine cn the above.
| We further request a mamber of the. llocesean Council or other duly - ‘j’*’"
authorised representative thereof, attend the Anmual Parish Assenbly meeting g
to be bheld at the Gmrch Hall, 118l Ocean Avenue, Elberon, N. J., on Sunday, ye:
February 16, 1975.
" Please reply directly to us. Thanking you kindly.
R ' Respectfully cubmtted,
Arm Gokbe:k

Chalruan, Nomj.mt.ing Commd ttee

o . 207 6th Avemue
LI L Acbury Park, N. J. 07712‘

relapm.' ' (201) 775-00L9

 SardsDadourlan ' Virginla H, Dedelan
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February 13, 1975

Mr. Richard Thomass Sahagian
102 12th Avenue
Belmar, New Jersey 07709

Dear Mr. Sahagian:

Your letter of February 8 and the sentiments you ex-
pressed concerning a life in the ministry made us very

happy.

It would please us very much if you would continue your
consideration in talks with Fr. Vertanes and arrange,
through him, to see Pr. Karekin Xasparian who, as our
director of recruitnents can discuss with you sll the
various aspects of such 2 commitment.

Fr. Karekin will be in touch with us for a subsequent
meeting together.

We pray that God may bless you and guide you always.
Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manocogian
Primate .

cc: Fr. Vertanes Kalaydjian
b Fr. Karekin Kasparian
v



February 8, 1975

Archbishop Terkom Manoogian
Primate

Armenian Chufch of America
630 Second Avenue

New York, Nev York 10016

Your Eminence:

Greetings in the Holy Name of Jesus Christ,
Qur Lord.

As a parishioner of 3t. Mary's Armenian Church,
in Elberon, N. J., I have begun to seriously consider
a life in the ministry of the Word of God, and I
would deeply appreciate your prayers and advice in
this matter.

Der Hayr Kalayjian and Deacon L. Hekimian have
encouraged me to write to you, and Choirmester
Christophorian has helped me, by enriching my
appreciation of the Church service.

In closing, may I pray that the Love and Wisdom
of Our Lord always dwell with you, Amen.

Slncerelij

P e 2 -
C?Z;M““@ :557%r72{;ww—
ﬁ& hard Thomas Sahagian Cf
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‘arch 21, 1975

Rev. Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian
S5t. Hary Armenian Church
1184 Ocean Avenue

Post Office Box 63

Elberon, N.J. 07740

Pear ¥r. Vertanes:

We have received the minutes of the parish assembly held
on February 16, and under separate cover have confirmed the
elections of yvour parish council members.

In reading the minutes, however, we noted a number of
procedural matters and decisicns that were in contravention
of our by-}aws. We have some other general impressions as well,
which we would like to bring to your and your parish's attention
during a personal visit and discussion.

As to the by-laws matters, wa urge that all your parish
council members, assembly officers, all parishioners in fact,
familiarize themselves with the sections of the by-laws that
relate specifically to parish assemblies.

Some notes for your immediate attention:

Annual parish assembly (article $#13) means once a vyear,
Any other assemblies fall into the category of Special
Parish Assemblies for which there is provision in the by~
laws ($15). 2ll assemblies are convened with the approval
of the parish council (213). The council chairman presides
at Special Assemblies (2#18). Special assemblies may also
be called upon written reguest of at legst one-~third of
the total membership, or fifty members of the parish, which-
aver is the lesser (#15).

Assembly officers are to be elected by secret ballot
(#21); Assembly officers are to be elected, so that the
custonmary (?) appointment of a vice chairman is out of
order (#l4a). The agenda of the assembly is to be prepared



Rev., Fr. Vertanes Xalayjian
Elberon, #.J.
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by the priest and council and can be changsd or added
to only by wote of the Assembly ($#16).

There are still other matters, but this may suffice untili
wa meoet, Meanwhile decigion #2 on page 7 of your minutes must

be considered void, since the special assembly may be called

only through the procedures and for the purposas outlined in
the by-laws.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate



July 21, 1978

Mr. Barkev Elian

Parish Council Chairman

St. Mary Armenfan Church
1187 Ocean Avenue

Sea Bright, New Jersey 07760

Dear Mr. Elian:

A great deal was laid bare at our meeting the other night, and we
are grateful that we had an opportunity to discuss with yowr council
and pastor at least some of the matters that have caused some
estrangement in your community. It was, of course, impossible to
cover everything, nor necessary perhaps, since an improvement in
the situation will depend first and foremost on the attitudes of
those involved.

We pray that this will happen, because we feel that it is always
best {f such problems are resolved by the parish leadership, with
some guidance from our office, rather than through a resolution by
the Primate and Diocesan Council.

It is our hope that the steps we discussed in our meeting will con-
tribute to such a resolution. We wish to get them down here and
urge your immediate attentfon to them.

1. The agendas of all parish council meetings will be prepared by
the President, Chairman and Secretary, coming together in person
at a convenient time prior to the council meetings.

2. Open parish council meetings will be discontinued {mmediately,
and the parish will be so informed. Any member wishing to be
heard by the council on a particular subject is free to com-
municate with the chairman or president to make such an arrange-
ment, i1f in their judgment it should be allowed.



Mr. Barkev Elian 2 duly 21, 1975

3. All matl sent to the parish will be opened by the pastor who
will as expeditiously as possible see to it that appropriate
persons receive what mafl 1s {atended for them and their
cosmittees. The chairman 1s to be apprised promptly of all
cor of Council interest or requiring Council

atteantion or a .

4. The Connctl is to invite the Armanian School committee to a
Joint mesting at the earlfest convenient mewent.

5. With regard to new members, they are not to be treated in
any wvay differently from any other members. If in the
Council’s judoment certain information 1s required, it must
be required of all members. The f{fth paragraph of your
membership chairman's letter to new parishioners cannot be

gdregarded as operative. Nor can the fourth question of the
questionnaire. '

Nr. Antreassian will continue to be our l{aison with your parish;
ft 1s our hope that he will be adle to help to ease existing
misunderstandings. Please see that he s iavited to all meetings;
be will try to attend as many as possible. We haveealso asked him
to meet with the treasurer and pastor to examine all the record-
keeping methods. As noted at the meeting, he will prepare 2 men-
bership form that will esbrace all the material you feel it is
necessary to have, but will be fn a form that can be sent to all
members, with an appropriately covering letter. He will be in
touch with you in the next few days.

If any seflim matters arise, please communicate efther with Mr.
Antreassian or with curselves directly.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom ﬁcmgim
Primate

cc: Reverend Vertanes Kalayjiamn



October 29, 1975

The Reverend Yertanes Kalayjfan
Pastor and President of Parish Council
St. Mary Armenian Church

1184 Ocean Avenue

Elberon, New Jersey 07740

Dear Father Vertanes:

At its meeting of October 14, 1975, the Diocesan Council gave due con-
sideration to the difficulties existing in the Elberon Parish of the St.
?ary Armenfan Church, having before it information and knowledge derived

rom;

1. Conferences of the Primate and Diocesan C8uncil Chairman
with the Pastor and Parish Council Chairman.

2. Various reports submitted by representatives of the Dio-
cesan Council.

3. Other reports, letters and petitions directed to the Dio-
cesan Council.

4. A meeting, held on October 14, 1975, of the Primate, Dio-
cesan Council, Pastor and Parish Council.

The decision of the Primate and the Diocesan Council, with regard to the
St. Mary Armenfan Church of Elberon, Hew Jersey, to be in force until further
notification in writing by the Primate and the Diocesan Council, is as follows:

1. The convening of the Parish Assembly {s hereby suspended
until further notification.

2. The Pastor of the Church shall continue to carry out his
customary duties, and shall receive his salary and other
monetary benefits as under present policy in effect until
such time as he may be reassigned by the Primate, which is
under advisement at the present time.
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3. The present Parish Counci] members are hereby removed from
office. The present Chafrman, Recording Secretary and
Treasurer of the Parish Council, together with the Pastor
as President, are directed to carry on the affairs of the
Parish and function as a temporary committee under appoint-
ment of the Primate and the Diocesan Council; all decisions
taken by this temporary committee shall be subject to the
approval and ratification of the Primate and the Diocesan
Council. The minutes of the temporary committee's meetings
must be submitted promptly to the Primate.

4. A1l committees previously appointed by the Parish Council
shall cease to function.

5. The Pastor and the temporary committee shall be charged with
running the affairs of the Parish in an orderly fashion and
on an interim basis.

6. The Diocesan Delegate shall continue in office.

It is the intent of the Primate and the Diocesan Council that the
Elberon Parish shall continue to be functional and that its affairs be
conducted without interruption for the best Interests of its parishioners
and the Armenian Church of America. The Primate and the Diocesan Council
are cognizant of the difficult task ahead for all concerned, but feel that
with proper communication and cooperation the needs of the Parish will be
met until such time as the Parish is again able to direct its wen affairs.

Any person acting contrary to the intent of this decision will be
dismissed by the Primate and the Diocesan Council, our expectation being
that all efforts shall be in the best interests of the Church and the
Diocese.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

cc. Chatrman, Parish Council
Mr. Barkev Elian



November 18, 1975

Mr. John Chakamian
5 Ned Court
Middletown, New Jersey 07748

Dear Mr. Chakamian:

For some time the Diocesan Council has been concerned with the diffi-
culties that have unfortunately beset the St. Mary Parish of Elberon, New
Jersey. We have looked into the matter from a varfety of vantage points,
seeking a way to restore the parish to the harmony 1t once enjoyed.

After long and patient consideration, the Diocesan Council determined
that the only practical solution lay 1n the prompt change of parish leader-
ship, and its meeting of November 11 decided to suspend the parish council
and make arrangements for the reassignment of the pastor, and follow this
with the appointment of a new parish council to conduct the affairs of the
parish for an {ndefinite period, responsible to the Primate and the Diocesan
Council. The appointed parish council will continue in office until the Dio-
cesan Council feels assured that the parish can again manage its own fffairs,
at which time a parish assembly will be convened and parish administration
will be restored to customary procedures.

It 1s our most earnest hope that you will accept appointment as a
member of this interim parish council of the St. Mary Church in Elberon.

We need not stress how important we regard this appointment. A great
deal will depend on the wisdom, devotion and cooperative spirit this new
leadership can bring to bear on the conduct of parish affairs.

We urge you to accept this important assigmment. Please give it your
most thoughtful consideration, and write to us at your earliest convenience.
We will look forward to receiving written notice from you before Kovember 30.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate
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: Thin docunant has been prcpurcd by & few 1nd1v1duals pre:onﬁ tpday.

Ta brins you up to date, from 1963 to 1967, St. Mary s 414 not huvo
& Parish Council., The people of Asbury Park had left the Chureh uttcr

s violent disagreement with Hekinim, Who then had taken charge of the =

: Churcb and rtn 1t without thn assistance of a Parish cauneil.

In 1967, the people got together again, took charge of the church,
and tor uavon years worked very hard, and here is what they acccmplithcd.
1, They increased thc ghureh membership from 26 to 142 members. -
72;’ ‘They installed a central heating system at a cost of $3500

‘ which made 1t possible to hold religious llrvices cvury Sundny all

year aronnd, ‘instead of two nonths in thi Sumnnr.-

3. They ors&nized & very aetive and efficient Wonnn's Gnild, which

vhelpod the progresl of tho church both rinancially and culturu113.

A, Donpite some oppeaition, they quceessrully started a Sunduy

g ,School whiﬁh at one time had as many as 35 students,

'5.f They puhlished a church paper, ten times each year, and dis-

*tribnted it to every Aracninn in the Honnﬁuth and Ocean CQunties. f

6 Thcy were able to obtain the nervicts of a resident Priest,

' who for threo years now has bcnn with our chnrch, and the eomnnnity

nevcr htd a nanont of fﬁu&ncial dirriculty for the addOd expense.
Ts They eatablishad,tn Armenian Lnnsuago School with an enrcllunnt

or 38 studenta, which was un 1nntsnt Success, and nearly evcrycne agrecd

‘that it waa the most aunccluful prnaect ever undertaken by this community. -

All these have bcan acaenplisnod with the nctivo participation of

the Pantor and lnrge nunbtz Qf‘m»nbors und rriendt of tne Chureh.

Eut beginning in July, 19?&, things chﬂascd radieally. Thiu is tha

,date when.lr. Elian becauﬁ Anterested in the chnrch. He had been &
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summer resident of this area for many years, perhaps ten or more years,
but not until 1973 did he show any interest in the Church. At this time
he said he wanted to Join because "there was so much congeniality, and
it was like a family full of Christian Spirit". But a year or so after
he had joined, his attitude changed completely. The following are some
of the things he was responsible for in a very short period of time:

A, In less than one year, he circulated two petitions, thus creating
a deep division, and causing a turmoil with the church members, The
first was against a unanimous decision of the Parish Gouncii for a fﬁnd
raising project. The second was for the dismissal of the Pastor.
Mr. Vincent Karskashian called the Pastor and told him that "after
talking to leaders of this ;cémmnnity, I give you 24 hours to resign,
and if you do, we will give you 3 months' severance pay, " Who in-
structed Mr., Karakashian to make this call? The Parish Council knew
nothing about it, Mr, Kar&kashian did not have the official capacity
to offer severance pay to anyone. There 1s, therefore, no doubt in
anyone's mind that the call was made with thq}kggwledge and instigation
of Mr, Elian, Ir this was ﬁét.done with the‘approval and knowledge of
Mr, Elian, why then wanthcra no disciplingry action taken against Mr,
Karakashian? Instead,ho,ﬁaa bestowed with additional anﬁ sensitive
responsivilities. o o |

B, Mr. Elian threatened to take legal action against a member of the
Parish Council, who had disagreed with him on a very trivial matter at |
one of the Parish Coun¢11 meetings., This"legal action gimmick" comes up
quite often, It is, of course, intended to frighten people who disagree
with him, | |
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C., He was elected a member of the Parish Council on the battle cry
of "The Tashnags are coming". Everything he has done so far 1@ raminis:
cent of the infamous ucCarthy'daya. If one obJects to his Quixbtlc way
of dealing with probléms, he is immediately 1abeied a "Card carrying
Tashnag"., On his 'black 1list!, he has numerous names, such as Der Hyre
and Yeretzgin Kalayjisn, Tutunjians, Serabians, Poosikians, Chakamians,
etc. Many of them are so innocent that they still think that Tashnag
is nothing but a musical instrument.

D, Mr, Elian assumed his membership dues wete,paid through his
annual contributions to the church, but refused to render the same
courtesy to other members by excluding them from the Anhual Assembly,
namely, Mr, & Mrs. Jean Avedikian, Mrs. R, Sabonjian, Mr, & Mrs.

Zohrab Ghazarian, etc, Double Standards! |

E., The Parish Council has deliberately excluded experienced members
of the Parish from committee aasignmenta;yﬁa a result, two people hold
 more than 8 responsibilities and chairmanships. Why? Because he Knows
very well that they will not be sub-servient to his wishes. But there
is one easy solution. Mr, V.jxarakaghian, for his own personal reasons,
has accepted the following conmittee assignments:

Cﬁdiﬁﬁgnfgr Membership Committee
Auditing Committee
" " f:g:;{aﬁcggggol 2

| " - Finance Committee (he has since been replaced,
dus to a conflict of interests.), and very likely chairman of the Youth
Group. He was appbintad to these committees despite the fact that his
knowledge of this community is very limited. He knows nothing about the
Armenian Church nor lnnsuuge; On the other hand, he has been very suc:'
cessful in offending and antagonizing old‘and new members, the parents of

the Armenian School.
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Membership questionnaires were sent out with a dual set of cover letters,
One for members of "supposedly" questionable backgrounds, (‘'undesirable!
for mambership), and the other to the remainder of the members, against
the explicit directive from the Primate, and without prior consultation
with the Pastor,

OTHER OBSERVATIONS

Mr, Elian's outright refusal to accept and attend a meeting ri:
quested for by the Armenian Cultural Association, for thc‘express>pur:
pose of ironing out any differences and misunderstandings. He used as
his excuse the fact that such a meeting was 'illegal’,

 Members have been instructed not to donate monies to the church,
in order to create insufficient funds, 80 as not to be able to afford
Der Hyret's stipend.

In their campaign against the Church and Der Hyre, they have re-
pestedly intimidated mambers'ﬁith the statement "Der Hyre is here today,
gone tomorrow, so why side with Der Hyre',

We have members who had signed the petition against Der Hyre, and
after learning the true facts, they have been making every effort to
amend their mistake.

The situation has gotton so that members of the church are asking
for special time at the Parish Council meetings to express ¥heir outrage
and grievances, directed against the behavior of the Parish Council, |

~ As Chairman of the Parish Council, Mr, Elian has encouraged the
irresponsible bohavior of Mr, Karakashian, who
- has threatened Der Hyre

- has insulted dues paying members 4
- has consistently shown disrespect during Badarak
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Mr, Elian has diaaeminutcd diasention by hia 1nr1amatory statemonts
during A.G,B,U, meetings, and other places,
He has broken all communications and normal relationship that exiatéd
betwsen Parish Couneil andkPastor, and former members of the Parish
Couneil, ,
He has repeatedly made references to 'saving! the Church, which auppoaed:% B
was going down the drain, thus insulting the intelligence and the good
record of previous administrations, |
The Armenian School

The irmediate success of the Armenian School apparently made some
people very unhappy, and with the approvel of Mr. Elian, a vicious
campaign w@s started againat the school. Hurevare some of the false
accusations spread in the community: | -

a, The school is a foot hold for the Tashnags to take over the Church,

b. The school is not under the Jurisdiction of the church ( 1ttthia
is sO, now thnt'the school 1s out of the éhurch, why are they so anxioﬁa
to take possession of the school funds?)

e. The church 1svsupportiﬁg the school by providing heat and itilities.
Therefore, 60% of the school funds must go to the cﬁurch. (In which
communities doss the school support the Church?)

d. The uchool comnittee 18 not using books recommcndad by the Diocese.
(The school has purehased $l§0 00 worth of books recommeénded by the
Diocese,) ‘

There were also several cases where little children were threatened
with bodily harm by ardent supporters of Mr, Elian, because they had
accidentally dropped pleces of paper on the floor in connection with
their school work. -
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Because of the constant harrassment to which the children and the
teachers were subjected, the paxents were forced to organize into a
Parent Teachers group, and reluctantly and painfully move out of the
church into a more hospitable and congenial surrounding,

In eonclusion, we must add that Mr, Elian neither 1ntellactually
nor temperamentally is capable of taking a leading role in our commun-
ity. He lacks the ability for healthvand constructive compromise.
Democracy is not Just the rule of numbers. There is a good deal of
give and take in all community work., We have now lost the school. The

next defection will be a large number of church members, We know this
to be true, Several members have already defected from the church.
- Another year of Mr, Elian's ruls, and there will be nothing left of

the St. Mary's Church for the Tashnags to take over,

In addition tc leadership deficlencles, we also have community
wide contributing factors to this problenm,

1. The Parish is left with a permanent handicap in Deacon L,
Hekimisn, His presence on the property caﬁsbs many of our parishioners
not to have private consultetion in the church with our pastor because
of his constant interference. He has never allowed, even though the
pastor has requested, younger servers on the Altar in the capacity of
deacon, assistant deacon, etc., and this community is blessed with a
numﬁziAof very capable young people, one of whom hasg left our church,
Mr, Kehimian, under a falge facaede, has led many of our members to
believe that he is a clergymen, and not & server in the church., This
particular issue has been brought to the attention:iof the Dioccesan
Council and the Primate several yeare ngo,'and the’parish was forced
to aecapt a compromise, moving him fromone building to the apartmant
he now has above the church,
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2. We have several qualified people to lead and participate in St,
Mary's Choir, but because of our lay 1eaderahip, we have been strapped
with & non-resident of our community to lead our choir, He has rlagrant:
ly shown total disrespect and disregard for our pastor, not only outsidc
the church, but during Diving Liturdy, by doing his own thing at his own
convenience, which has made our services less than desirable. In
addition, we have been forced to live with his having his residence on
the peoperty along with Mr, Hekimian,

3. The A.G,B,U, of Asbury Park has been used as & vehicle by the
Chelirlady. Mrs. V, Zadigiaﬁ has a disrupting influence on the progress
of our church, The A,B,G,U, has been very instrumental 1n‘p01arizing
issues vwhich do not fall within the areas of responsibility bf«the
organization, | | i

4, The Knights of Vartan have also been competing with the church
in areas which border politically and morally against what cur pastor
has strived to attein. Mr. & Mrs. H. Alexanian have been very 1nstrﬁ:
mental in using the Knights of Vartan as a vehicle,

5. The monthly Publicatien, known‘aa.the4HYE GANTEGH has been used
a8 the personal football of Kra. Virgihia Dedeian and Mrs. Araxy Gokberk
as a tool to make ramoval-ot‘Fr; V. Kalayditniq#siér.~ We find the
publication now being :made less than desirable, based on thg previcus
standards set by Mr. Armen Bulbulien. |

6. During the course of the year, over the objections of many of
the church :members, the Parish Council meetings were open to the parish
members which subsequently was stopped by the Primate§s Directive.

A number of the members were totally appalled at the complete disrespect
shown to the Primate's representative, Fr. Kalayjian, ;during these
meetings, |



Specific mention of Mrs. Ann Harcotunian, Mrs, Araxy Gokberk, Nr,
Sarkis Dadurian, Nr. Alex Mamourian, who refer to our clergy as
tministers!, This permestes their lack of knowledge of the
 Armsnian Chureh structure. MNany of the members found the total
diﬂraspect by thege Parish Council members as intolerable,

More serious perhaps, is the overall atmosphere prevkilins in
our Parish, va the total polarization and segments of our community,
our members not only have to defend their "Armenianism", but have to
show what sector of the political spectrum they do or don't
represent,




December 29, 1975

Mr. John Chakamian
Chairman, Parish Council
St. Mary Armenian Church
1184 Ocean Avenue
Elberon, Hew Jersey 07740

jear Mr. Chakamian:

We hereby confirm your appointment, mdde by the Primate and the Dio-
cesan Council, as chairman of the interim parish council of the St. Mary
Armenian Church of Elberon, Hew Jersey, and the appointments as well of
the following members of the council:

Barkev Elfan

Mary Hachigian
John Kaiderian
Zareh Manigian
John Pehlivanian
Mary Ann Tutunjfan

The Diocesan Council will in due course make further appointments to
bring the membership of the parish council to a total of nine or eleven.

Your council will assume full responsibility for the administration
of the parish as of January 1, 1976. The three-person committee of Barkev
Elian, Araxy Gokberk and Sarkis Dadourian have been notified of the appoint-
ment of the new council, and have been instructed to turn over all records
and funds Jimmediately after the first of the year.

As previously announced, the terms of all existing committees in the
parish have been terminated. It will be one of your council's first duties
to organize new comnittees for all the functions of the parish. Members who
have served on various committees can of course be reappointed.
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Another immediate duty will be the preparation of a program and
budget for 1976 which will serve as the basis of your activity, follow-
ing approval of the Diocesan Council.

We have already been in touch with Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian, who is
aware of the decision of the Diocesan Council that he will be assigned
to another parish at the earliest opportunity.

We pray that God will guide your efforts in the administration of
the St. Mary Parish, and the parishioners will join together in a har-
monious church community life.

As soon as circumstances allow, permission will be granted to convene
a parish assembly. In the interim, there will be no voting membership as
such, only worshipping members who should feel the obligatfon to support
the church, through their services and their donations.

You may publish and circulate this letter as formal notification to
all parishioners.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

cc. Mr. Barkev Elfan
Ms.Mary Hachigian

Mr. Jobn Kaiserian

Mr. Zareh Manigqian

Mr. John Pehlivanian
Ms. Mary Ann Tutunjian
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Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate
Armenian Diocese

630 Second Avenue

New York, N, Y. 10016

Dear Surpazan Hyre,

Enclosed you will find a petition which is self-explanatory,
and signed by more than 150 members who live in the Monmouth
and Ocean County area served by the St. Maryis Armenian Church,
located at 1184 Ocean Avenue, Elberon, N, J,

The asterisks shown explain signatures by Armenians living in
this area, committed to the work of this church and its pastor,
However, due to personal reasons, they have not yet become -
dues-paying members , but are deeply concerned about the dele~
terious situation of this Parish,

Approximately ninety two (92) signatures deplict members who-—
are dues-paying and active in support of all arms of our com~-
munity center, St, Mary's,

The total of 153 signatures is interpreted as an endorsement

of the leadership shown by Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian in his thirty
(30) month stay in this Parish, with the sincere hopes of his
continuation,

This community for the last six (6) years has shown a tremendous
amount of unselfishness to express a very homogenous pesture,
and reflects to itself a united Christian Armenian feeling.
However, events that have happened in the past six to nine
months, that you are totally aware of, have caused undue pres-
sure and dissention in -~this community, and have created the
necessity for the enclosed petition and signatures.

Respgctful}y yours,
- ' ‘
/ 4 Ll
//ﬁoxm CHAKAMIAN
je 7
c+.Ce Fr, Vertanes Kalayjian

LA}

pose
Also enclosed is a copy of the Membership Committee!s
letter and questionnaire which you had personally
requested from me,



WHEREAS the Armenian Community in Monmouth and Ocean Counties
has recently experienced dynamic growth,.

WHEREAS the area forms the core and nucleus of St, Mary's
Armenian Church.

WHEREAS St. Mary's is the only Armenian Apostolic Church in
Monmouth and Ocean Counties,

WHEREAS it is reasonable to expect the continued growth of
the Armenian Community:
Membership grew from 30 members in 1968 to 120 in 1974;
The budget of $4,000 in 1968 increased to $20,000 in 1974,
and supported energetically by the members in this community
in both cases, and more members are still being solicited by
the Parish Priest.

WHEREAS said Armenian Community is aware of the necessgity of
a vigorous Parish Priest to provide Spiritual Guidance, and
supervision in the instruction of our Armenian Heritage,

WHEREAS the community has reflected a very homogenous posture
in the Armenian Cultural Education; , and its customs and
traditions,

WHEREAS said Armenian Community has supported a fully active
and vital Pastor for the preceding three (3) years,

WHEREAS under the guidance and direction of said full-time
Pastor, our Parish has accomplished and maintained the fol-
lowing organizations with positive purposes:

Armenian School

Choir

Church School

Women's Guild

Youth Group.

WHEREAS the rapld growing influx of Armenians into the area
has brought in an increased number of youth, ranging in age
from new-born, to young adult, thus necessitating and meking
imperative the continued presence of a resident Pastor for the
Spiritual, Cultural, and Educational guidance of the youth .

WHEREAS, we the undersigned, are mindful of the necessity for
the retention of a full-time Parish Priest, pledge our con-
tinued support for that end.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the undersigned commit
to support spiritually, financially, emotionally, and with
Christian spirit, the endeavors of the resident Pastor for
the continued success of the St, Mary's Armenian Church
Community,



Mr,& Mrs.Michael Gorrg

904 Clairidge Drive
Spring Lake Hts., NJ 07762
DecemherIIB,;l375

Archhishop T {kom Manoogian ’

Prlmate of % e‘Armenlan Ghurcﬁ of Amerlca
630 = 2nd Avenie . ;

New York, New . Ybrk 10016

Your Eminence'

I am responding to ynur letter ‘of Oct. 29, 1975, addressed to our Rev. Vertanes

" Kalayjian, copies of which were sent to all parishioners.

I am writlng this letter to you as a PLEA for your recon31derat10n that our
- Der Hayr reémair here in Eﬂheron, N.J: I represent more than 150 Armenians in this
- comunity who s ‘few months- agh signed a pstition FOR ocur Der Hayr to remaln'hera e
“aRA et Gk aws WERU RS H SRS Wit hed péroent.. . A great unShsilce is heing
~~here not only to a human reing hut of a person, Who like yourself, ﬁpj?ﬁVéﬁ i ﬂcd““:”“"
and the ‘Armenian-Church and its people.

. Although we have remained a SILENT MAJORITY, we are not violent ‘bt ditts
. ohvious that can no longer hold. We want you to hear us out.  This OTHER GROUP
which T will refer to from hetre on as the HATE GROUP have Seemed to .over power

~ the Diocesan Coun¢il with false statements ahout our Der Hayr. This HATE GROUP

do>riot appear as Chrigtians, nor are they true Armenians hecause when they come

" to church' it is not for a religious purpose but as a place wherg they take out all

~ their fustrations; they are ignorant, blased and very very jealous of our Der Hayr
. and his wife. quy are not concerned,at all wlth Church, only 1n themselves and

'i' ; how- much noise fhey can make.

7 go to an krmenian churdk

: The truth ia that there are 4 or families here that are extreméiy JedIGUS

~of our Der Hayr and his wife hecause they are nice t& éveryhody.. The majority -

- of us look#8 wp to Dér Hayr ang his wife “ecause they did so much to hring ahout

a“tinified Armenian community. - We were one big family. A1l of us locked forward .

to going to church. It was a beautiful Armenian Community and I, for one, was very

proud to he a part ot it. I am married to a non-Armenian and my children would first-

g0 to my hushand's church-and Sumday Sehool, and right after that we would go to -
-the Armsnian church and my ®hildren would go-té: Agmanlan Supday School. Many of us -

© did that. But this HATE GROUP were so V1olaﬂe‘$ﬂvﬁhelr workings that many of these
famtlies ard afraid to.come:béour church. T am hot afraidwaﬁ@/"x e oan B

;.out beC¢une I am for our Dar'hdyr.

Tell me ~ doesntt é?enylﬂrmen;anzkorn on this ea?ﬁh have a<right to enter and
. -What priest would throw them out . That's what this HATE
. GROUP wants. They only want: their ‘handful: of higots. :They mint our church for their
own special haven in a selfish Wﬁy. I a$k,y0u ? doed eévery &rmenlan have the rignt
t0 go.to his 6wn Armenian Church? Tris HATE GROUP will, of ccurse, deny thls untll
thelr dying Hreath, “ut thaﬁ's what 1t is; f .-

‘ As you can sne frém my enﬁlosure, I &nd anotﬁer d%man atteﬁﬂfgg a meeting last
Sunday . which was . pr691déd %y Mr. Barkave Elian. wout, what T want you to know is: that

- one part listed in the fetter is .not true. : The initial meeting was to have been Fe‘.l’f*

tween Mr. Elian and our Der Hayr .anj each was to have 2+ OP =i Pepresentativess Mr. Elian.
. okjected to our Der E r's .preseficg ehemently. ~But " In éu: “Tetter we put it nicély s
_that Der Hayr Kalayjiaf was not dnvited toaptends e rest of this letter is guite .
obvious. we, wno were iﬁvited, said notnlng,f”'*' - listened to all the false 3
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‘accusations. One thing I did ask Mr. Elian was that hownbe feels about the
majority of the people wanting our Der Hayr; his reply was that whatever the.
wajority wants he will go along with. ‘Then one other person said that the ,
majorlby mugt heé paid dues memhers. - Now, these people are making up their own -
‘lawg. I heg you, your Emlnence, rlease halp us to straighten these people out.
- Tasy inake up their own rules and laws; they are heyond reach. I canned rest -
my‘soul knowing taat dﬁ lnnouent pnrnoﬂ is %ﬂlng nanged hy his own kind.

As an ‘exatiple, of how V1blent thls HATE GROUP is’ ~ also last Sunday in -
church Mr. Vincdnt Karakashian approached me and ask to me read a petitionywhich =
he put up on the hulletin hoard,and sign it...just like that. .He said it is ©o
retain the present Parish Council. I answered him and said that I could not see .
a need’ for that (lt ‘didn't make sense). But in his mind it was the past Parish ~3;
,,Gounc;l. I read thé petitich.iaddressed to you and I couldN't-belisve: Ahat any~*“*f”

one could say the things that were stated ‘in that petitidhs I.said T.would:nok . -
sign it. - Five minutes later, an, ¢lderly man was crying because Vincent Kdra%ashian
- forced him to sign the petltloqgtelllng Him it was ‘nothing and when this man- ¢
asksd another person what it #t, the poo¥as was crying hecause he loves our. - -
Der Hayr - bhut- the truth was that M. Karakashlan would not take his name off I
the list of smgnatures.v oo : : R
I again 1mplore you, your Emlnenca, please help us. Our chureh .isg not .
 a place of peace. ‘In many of our Der Hayr's sermons, he.has llterally Fegged
everyone in church te please'forget all these differences and redlize why we
are coming to Church.. It is a pathetic thing to hear a priest hegging his own
people to please have Jesus Christ in your hearts and not HATE. And while
our Der Hayr is giving his sermon a memher of this HATE GROUP is moekingh,.».
This is not the Armenian way of religion. I don't know who: else to turn to.
I Reg you to help .us out. All of us are praylng 86 hard £6r some kind ‘of
reconciliation. I think what might be done is to have & very: -high authority
come to our church and personalls tell these attackers -that our priest should
he respdcted, our ehurch should be respected and our Armenian: people should ke
respected no matter what their polltlcal views may he. .. .,

God Bless you and help you. I'm sure you will not remember me, hut, mamy
. years ago, I was in Cléveland and you: had helped me and my friends form a choir.
~‘We had no church at that time, which was upfortunate for us. But you helpedt&s o
gso'much to be togetheér.: I will never forget you for that. Ner will my friends &
in Cleveland. Now most of us are in our late 40's and we still rememher how
. helpful you were tc us. It is something which can never »e erased. I now live
hercand have been an active Armenian in this community. Our Der Hayr and his
wife have heen wonderflul to all of us. I pray that you will in some way show
us the light and help all of us. ;

God Bless You,

T V% #

(s Cogrnian) Sore



G . We, the undersimod, aftmq.a. s ...ung at 't.ho mah &hwl‘l’ﬂili at K
st. Hary's. Elhoron, New Jmey, on Sunday, Decem'w 7, 1975, to hear s

‘ clar.tﬁoatious of various accmtiom that Have heen nade hy s f"" °"’~°1“1'
meuhers of tho Church Community, | | .

| - In sttendance were 10 church u-"ors, 3 or whom vere foum- Pariuh B
.'.";.comoil m‘\ora. Mr. Bu'kau Elien presided ovu' the meeting end prasented :
::“.the various aocnutiom. - Our unt.'mg commenced at 1:30 p.m. and lasted
“until 3:30 pom. o T
" Stnoe Der Hayr Kalayjten vas not invited to attend this -eeung, ve,
the mderaiged, decid«; to ast as.a Pact Pinding m““ and vith L S
v'f;f; "'church neubers as wit.neuas, ve vlaitod Der Hayr hh:.ﬁ&n the sane ‘night _
Vand affordod Der Hm Kahw:)ian an opporhmwy to mm thon various - ' .
;};‘__’f_':_ socusstions. Der Hayr Kalayjisn presested us with written proof and de-
td.led mlanationa. We, thmtoro, found that tbon mloua muuuono
mo unfounded and without substance.
. It is the eatprenod opinion of. all those who attendod thh -mins el T
t.hat. Der Hayr mwjlan has heen dcti.nind hy malicious scnip and there : 'i_:" o
~l"£a no hui.s for these various accmtions. i
) Wo aluo foel that en- apology is in order to Der Hayr me "“
,1«_'_'7..:_‘3'9. Mplorc all Beabers of our ohnrch to hecome aware of tho dilhlm
'.2 o theao r\mra have oaund thrw@mt our cmnity. ‘
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March 8, 1976

Mr. Michael L. Gorra
904 Clairidge Drive

Spring Lake Heights,
New Jersey 07762

Dear Mr. Gorra:

I have received your letter of March 3, signed by you on
behalf of yourself and five others who seek the rein-
statement of Father Vertanes as pastor of St. Mary's

of Elberon, New Jersey. The letter also indicates that
these six were the representatives of 60 others who share
this view

The letter will be presented to the Diocesan Council and

the Primate for whatever consideration they deem appropriate.

I wanted to respond to your letter personally, however,
particularly since I have received phone calls also with
regard to action contemplated as a result of the meeting
you refer to.

I have been named administrator of the St. Mary Parish, and
consider my first responsibility the re-establishment of

the church in Elberon as a meaningful place of worship for
all Armenians in the community. I thought that that was what
all our people in the area wanted, but I have perhaps been

a bit naive. Most of the comments addressed to me derive
from support for or opposition to the priest or other indiv-
iduals, with very little indeed said about the church itself.

I am told that if the priest is eemoved, there will be peace;
I am also told that if the priest is reinstated, there will
be peace. I am further told the same with respect to other
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individuals. In short, everything has been grossly per-
sonalized, and individuals have become overridingly
important, in all of which we seem to be neglecting God,
in whose name the Church exists.

I am still waiting for someone to come to me, or phone me,
or write to me and say that there has been a lot of trouble,
and ask what can be done to strengthen the church itself,

to bring it love and derive from it the deep spiritual
experience that will make us better persons.

We are working desperately toward this end, and we need all
the help we can get. Anyone who loves the Church must help
this effort.

In situations like the present one, it is easy to confuse

our own personal predilections with the best interests of

the church. Many people have been hurt over the past months,
and the resentments these cause often tend to dominate
judgment. It has to be decided by everyone whether we hold
the Church first in our hearts, or whether we will subordinate
it to hurt we have felt, for which we will seek redress at
any cost,

I offer these thoughts to you in all earnestness in the firm
belief that our main task is to see that our Church returns
to its place as the center of our spiritual and community
lives, and not to set conditions or demand retribution.

Sincerely yours,

Jack Antreassian

vb
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April 7, 1976

Diocese of the Armenian Church In America
New York, N.Y.

Surpazan Hayr,

I understand that Father Vertanes Kalayjian has been asked to appear
before the Diocesan Council to explain why he was quoted in a story
written by me which appeared in the Asbury Park Press on March 12.
Because of the complex nature of the story, the time I put into it,
and the sensitive issues involved, I have chosen to write to you

so that you may know exactly how the story came into being.

Michael Gorra first called me on Monday, March 8, to tell me about

a protest which some Armenian church members were planning for the

following Sunday. I asked Mr. Gorra for a written press release and
explanation of the situation, which he furnished the following day.
Late that afternoon (Tuesday), I began working on the story.

I contacted Father Kalayjian for the first time that afternoon. He
clarified some misconceptions I had and supplemented Mr. Gorra's
information where he felt it was necessary. At the end of our
conversation, he asked that he not be quoted, explaining that he did
not wish to become involved in the dispute publicly.

At no time during this or subsequent conversations did Father Kalayjian
express bitterness or make accusations against anyone. He remained
impartial and fair and patiently answered my innumerable questions
about the Armenian church.

Also on Tuesday I contacted John Chakamian, who asked not to be
quoted until I had spoken to Jack Antreassian, whom all parties
considered to be a neutral and impartial source. I tried as far as
possible to confine my story to the information he supplied, and
relied on other sources only where absolutely necessary.

I spoke to Mr. Antreassian TUesday night, Wednesday aftermnoon and
night, and Thursday afternoon. His information formed the backbone
of my story. I also spoke to Barkave Elian, who asked not to be
quoted as well,

I found all parties to be patient, helpful, and cooperative.

I finished the story late Thursday evening and submitted it to
another copy editor for his comments and suggestions. I felt I
needed someone with a fresh outlook to read the story before it
went into print. He made several changes, which we discussed, and
I left at midnight confident that the story was accurate.



Please understand that I spent the better part of three days -
nearly 20 hours - researching this story in an effort to understand
it thoroughly and write it accurately. It was my intention to
present a clear and balanced account of the situation at St. Mary's.

I did not purposely betray Father Kalayjian's request not to be
quoted. The Press has a policy of identifying sources, and for
that reason, I quoted Mr. Antreassian heavily.

In only four places were comments attributed to Father Kalayjian.
One instance was clearly non-controversial, concerning the number
of members of the church. He was obviously the mostz reliable
source for that information.

In three paragraphs, Father Kalayjian was quoted because I had to
depend on him to clarify some minor problems, since I could not
contact Mr. Antreassian that night and I was fast approaching my
deadline, The comments could just as easily have been attributed
to Mr. Antreassian, since Father Kalayjian merely made certain
that I understood what Mr. Antreassian had already told me.

I am sure that the editor who helped me felt he was simply adhering
to Press policy and that he was doing the job he was asked to do.

I have purposely not written to you on letterhead stationery because
I consider this to be a personal as well as professional matter. I

am a committed Christian and I loved the Lord Jesus Christ and depend
on Him to enable me to do my job as well as I can. I prayed about
this story more than any other one that I can remember, since I

knew that any inaccuracies would result in the very thing I was
attempting to avoid.

I have the utmost respect for each person I talked with while.
working on this story, and I have prayed for them and the problem
at St. Mary's. I pray now that the situation will be cleared up
quickly and fairly so that the church may become reunited in its
worship and service of the Lord.

I am sorry if I have caused any additional problems. I trust that
this letter will set the record straight on Father Kalayjian's
involvement in the story.

Please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss this further.

In Christ's Service,
Yo, Mancew €

Press Religion Edito



April 2, 1976

The Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian
315 8th Avenue
Belmar, New Jersey 07719

Dear Father Vertanes:

The article about the Elberon parish difficulties which appeared
in the March 12 issue of the Asbury Park Press caused the Diocesan
Council considerable concern at the last session. Some of the com-
ments attributed to you were distressing in the reflection they cast
on our leadership and the misleading impression they appeared to
leave.

The Council understands, of course, that quotes are not always
accurate, and that confusing impressions are sometimes conveyed even
with the best of intentions on all sides.

The Council would 1ike to know if the statements attributed to
you were indeed made by vou as attributed, particularly the statement:

“Members of the Diocese are in general members of the R

: am-
gavar party, which has reluctantly accepted the fact that
Etchmiadzin is in Russfa and thus retained 1t as thetir
Holy See, Father Kalayjfan explained.”

The Council will A88% next on April 9.
We would 1ike very much to have your response before that date.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate



a”

Motion: That a letter be sent to The Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian indicatiopg
that the Diocesan Council 1s aware of a particular article in the Asbury Park Press
on the date of $riday, March 12, 1976 in which article certain statements:have been
attributed to him regarding the Armenian Diocese and with which the Diocesan Council
does not agree. A request should be made to Father Vertanes that he indicate in

- writing to the Diocesan Council any and all statements gttributed to him were not
in fact his statements or his thoughts and particularly the statemen%iithatmembers
of the Diocese are in general members of the Ramgavar Party, which has reluctantly
accepted the fact that Etchmiadzin is Russia and thus retained it as thair Holy See,
Father Kalayjian exp]ainedlii The letter should be submitted prior to April 2, 1976.
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ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN, PRIMATE

January 19, 1976

Mrs. Araxy Gokberk
207 Sixth Avenue
Asbury Park, New Jersey 07712

Dear Mrs. Gokberk:

Re: Elberon Parish
St. Mary Armenian Church of Elberon

This letter is being directed to Mr. Barkev Elian, Mrs. Araxy Gok-
berk, and Mr. Sarkis Dadourian, as appointed interim committee Chairman,
Record1ng Secretary, and Treasurer, respectively, under letter dated
October 29, 1975.

In the context of this letter, reference will be made to the elected
Parish Council consisting of:

. Armen Bulbulian

. Haroot Karakashian
. John Kaiserian

. Sarkis Dadourian

. Barkev Elian
Anna Haroutunian
Araxy Gokberk

. George Kazanjian
. Hagop Zadigian

(3200~ WIS I SR
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and further reference will be made to the "interim appointed committee"
consisting of:

7. Barkev Elian
2. Araxy Gokberk
3. Sarkis Dadourian

and further reference will be made to the "interim appointed Parish Council"
consisting of:

1. John Chakamian 5. Zareh Manigian
2. Barkev Elian 6. John Pehlivanian
3. Mary Hachigian 7. Mary Ann Tutunjian

4. John Kaiserian
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. This letter will refer to and incorporates by reference the follow-
ing:

1. Conferences of the Primate and the Diocesan Council Chairman
with the Pastor and Parish Council Chairman.

2. Various reports submitted by representatives of the Diocesan
Council.

3. Various reports, letters, and petitions directed to the Diocesan
Council.

4. Meeting of October 14, 1975 of the Primate, Diocesan Council,
Pastor, and Parish Council at which various parishioners of the
Elberon parish were permitted to attend.

5. Letter of October 29, 1975, directed to Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian,
Pastor and President of the Parish Council, St. Mary Armenian Church,
by Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate of the Armenian Church of
America.

6. Letter of December 29, 1975, directed to Mr. John Chakamian by
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate of the Armenian Church of
America.

7. Letter of December 23, 1975, directed to Mr. Barkev Elian, Mrs.
Araxy Gokberk and Mr. Sarkis Dadourian.

8. Meeting at St. Mary Armenian Church, Elberon, New Jersey, on
January 8, 1976, attended by John K. Najarian, Chairman of the
Diocesan Council, Reverend Dajad Davidian, Vice Chairman of the
Diocesan Council, and Crosby Goshgarian, member of the Diocesan
Council, and the elected Parish Council and the interim appointed
Parish Council.

9. By-laws of the Armenian Church of America, precedents, intent and
tenor thereof.

Considering the Primate and Diocesan Council have suspended the elected
Parish Council and appointed the above-mentioned interim committee; and con-
sidering an interim appointed Parish Council was appointed by the Primate
and the Diocesan Council and considering that, at the joint meeting of
January 8, 1976, each of you was polled by the Diocesan Council Chairman,
and you:

1. Refused to acknowledge the interim appointed Parish Council.

2. Refused to honor the directions of the Primate and the Diocesan
Council. ‘

3. Refused to surrender all keys, books, records, bank accounts and
funds of the St. Mary Armenian Church to the interim appointed
Parish Council.
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4. Refused to recognize the authority of the Primate and the Diocesan
Council in all matters affecting the St. Mary Armenian Church which
is an integral part of the Armenian Diocese of America headed by the
Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian and the duly elected Diocesan
Council of the Armenian Diocese of America.

5. Insisted that the elected officers of the St. Mary Armenian Church do
not have to recognize the Primate and the Diocesan Council except in
ecclesiastical and religious matters.

Each of you is hereby advised to surrender in an orderly fashion all keys,
books, records, bank accounts, cash and any and all personal property and real
estate of St. Mary Armenian Church to the Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America on or before January 30, 1976. Al1 property referred to herein will
be surrendered to us as the Primate, at the Diocesan Office, 630 Second Avenue,
New York, New York 10016.

Each of you in failing to comply with this direction will be personally
held liable for your non-compliance.

This letter warrants your immediate attention.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate



BarRkaAavE G. EL1AN
COUNSELLOR AT Law
5810 BERGENLINE AVE.

WEsT NEw YOork, N.dJ.o7093
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April 23, 1976

His Eminence

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate

and Members of the Diocesan Council
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence and Gentlemen:

In a Circular dated March 25, 1976 [copy of which
is attached hereto for your convenience], addressed to all
Parishioners of St. Mary Armenian Church, Elberon, New Jersey,
the Interim Governing Committee over the signature of Jack
Antreassian, Administrator, advised that a special Parish
assembly will be convened on June 13, 1976 for the purpose,
inter alia, of electing a Parish Council to administer the
Parish until January or February, 1977 and prescribed the
conditions and procedures for such election. Said Circular
indicated that anyone who qualified under the conditions of
the accompanying membership form [copy of which is also attached]
will be eligible to vote at said Meeting by completing and
signing the form and submitting it to the Interim Governing
Committee no later than May 17, 1976 with a minimum remittance
of $15.00 dues for 1976.

In a follow up Circular dated April 15, 1976 [copy
of which is also attached], Mr. Antreassian gave certain explan-
ations and enlarged upon the prior Circular and stated that
"Any Member has the right to make formal objection to any
procedure he or she judges to be contrary to the By-Laws" and
"Any who feel they have valid objection may make their case
by writing to the Primate and asking that their appeal be
presented to the (Diocesan) assembly for consideration and
decision." As one of those affected persons who feel they
have valid objection to the proposed election and procedures
and conditions outlined, I hereby register my formal objection
and request that this objection be presented to the Diocesan
Assembly for consideration and decision upon the following
grounds:

l. I was one of five members elected on 2/16/75
to serve for a term of two years as a member of the Parish
Council of St. Mary Armenian Church, Elberon, New Jersey.
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Said election was ratified by the Primate and the Diocesan
Council in accordance with Article 25 of the By-Laws, and
therefore, have the right to continue to serve until January,
1977 and until their successors are duly elected and con-
firmed by the Primate and assume Office [Art. 28]. Sub-
sequently, I was elected Chairman of the Parish Council and
as such became ex-officio delegate to the Diocesan Assembly
with the same privileges and rights as elected delegates
[Art. 54]. The Primate and the Diocesan Council are
responsible to the Diocesan Assembly which is the represen-
tative body of the Parishes [Art. 49]. The Primate and the
Diocesan Council have no power to remove a delegate.
Therefore, the removal of the Chairman of the Parish Council,
thereby depriving this Parish of being represented by its
duly elected officer at the fourth coming general assembly
is unconstitutional. It is my firm belief that the agsertion
of such power, if carried to its logical conclusion, may

lead the Diocesan Assembly, before long, to become subservient
to and controlled by its Primate and Diocesan Council and
result in the stifling of Democratic processes and the
creation of a Distatorship within our Church.

By letter dated October 29, 1975 addressed to Rev.
Vertanes Kalayjian with a copy to me, the Parish Council
members were removed from Office. When the power of removal
by the Primate and the Diocesan Council was challenged, we
were informed that the Parish Council was only suspended
and subsequently an Interim Governing Committee was appointed
by the Primate and the Diocesan Council to administer the
Parish in place of its regularly elected Parish Council. A
thorough reading of the By-Laws of the Armenian Church of
America convinces me that no power to either "remove or
suspend or appoint members of the Parish Council is vested
in the Primate and/or the Diocesan Council and the removal
or suspension of the Parish Council of St. Mary Armenian
Church, Elberon, New Jersey and the appointment of any
committee in its place is unconstitutional and violates the
spirit and the letter of said By-Laws."

I, therefore, respectfully ask that this issue be
brought before the forthcoming Diocesan assembly for action and
decision.

2. I am also opposed to the planned Parish Assembly
Meeting on June 13, 1976 for the following reasons:

1. The procedures and conditions outlined in the
attached letters indicate that an applicant will be allowed
to vote at said Meeting if his application is submitted on or
before May 17, 1976 although he has not been a member for 6
months as required by Article 7.



2. Such Meeting is not being called in accordance
with Article 13 by the Chairman of the Parish Council.

3. The panel of nominees for Parish Council
membership is being prepared by the Interim Governing Committee
instead of the nominating committee rightfully elected by the
Parish Assembly at its last annual meeting.

4. The five members of the Parish Council whose
term has not expired is being forced to submit to another
election,at this time, instead of being allowed to continue
to serve until their term expires and their successors are
elected and assume office. [Article 25 and 28]

5. The planned Parish Assembly Meeting on June 13,
1976 is untimely and uncalled for, at this time, under existing
conditions, as such a meeting is bound to accentuate the existing
division and polarize the community still further. It is more
prudent to defer such election to the Annual Parish Assembly
in January, 1977 by which time old wounds would have a better
chance to heal and the progress already made by the Interim
Governing Committee in restoring the community to normal
viability will not be completely lost.

I trust, therefore, that the Issue of this planned
Meeting on June 13, 1976 will also be brought before the Diocesan
Assembly for careful consideration and decision.

Respectfully yours,

’
A e

75(% Koo /C;j KLZ:w

BARKAVE G. ELIAN
BGE/rs

Enclosures



March 25, 1976

TO ALL PARISHIONERS OF THE ST, MARY ARMENIA CHURCH OF PI:BERON, NEW JERSEY

The Primate and the Diocesan Council of the Diocese of the Armenian Church
of America have authorized the Interim Governing Committee to convene a Special
Parish Assembly for the purpose of electing a Parish Council to administer the
Parish until Jdanuary or February 1977. ilominating and Auditing Committees will
also be elected to serve the same period of time.

Anyone in the community who qualifies under the conditions of the accom-
panying Hembership Form will be eligible to vote at the Special Parish Assembly
oy completing and signing the form, and submitting it with a minimum remittance
of $15.00 dues for 1976.

Such membersh{p forms are mandatory and must be submitted to the Interim
Governing Committee no later than May 17, 1976, for eligibility to vote at the
Special Parish Assembly which will be convened on June 13, 1976.

The slates for the elections will be prepared by the Administrator and the
Interim Governing Committee.

For eligibility to be a candidate for office, one must be a member in good
standing for a minimum of one year. Any member who has neglected payment of
dues for any year since having been enrolled, may reinstate his membershin by
remitting dues for at least the last two years that have been omitted, and in
this way qualify to be a candidate.

The Interim Governing Committee will remain in charge of parish affairs
until the council is elected in June and confirmed by the Diocesan Council. The
Parish Council will submit minutes of its meetings to the Primate regularly.

The elected Parish Council will serve approximately seven months until an
Annual Parish Assembly is convened next January or early February, at which new
elections are to be held and all regular business of the parish considered,
according to the Diocesan By-Laws. Eligibility to vote or stand for election
at the Annual Parish Assembly will be determined by the provisions of the Dio-
cesan By-Laws.

lle repeat that only those who sicn liembership Forms and remit a minimum of
$15.00 for 1976 dues no later than May 17, 1976, will be eligible to vote at
the June 13 Assembly.

For- the Interim Governing Committee

#/;ﬁfzé;éZi;Z;u¢z<kﬂ;.._

/Jack Antreassian, Administrator




ST. MARY ARMENIAMN CHURCH OF ELBERON, MEW JERSEY

MEMBERSHIP FORM

I would 1ike to be enrolled as a voting member of the St. Mary Armenian
Church of Elberon, New Jersey, a parish under the jurisdiction of the Diocese
of the Armenian Church of America.

I am not a dues-paying or voting member of any other church.

I was baptized in and/or I am a communicant member of the
Armenian Apostolic Church.

I am more than 18 years of age.

I have enclosed (or have previously paid) my dues for 1976
(minimum $15.00).

Fe e e e e e e Je e e JeJe o de e e Feve e e de e e e she T e ke ke e e e ke v dhe e vhe e e ke e e e ok v 2 Y e e o e e e e vl v ke de v e e sk e de e e e e de dke de e e ke e e de ok

Hame
Address Telephone
City State

Zip
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I wish to reinstate my membership for the years
by remitting past dues, which are enclosed.

Date Signature

[
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Ay;il 15; 1976

TO PARISHIONERS OF BT. MARY ARMENIAN CHURCH OF BLBERON, NEW JERSEY

%e last wrote to you on March 25 outlining conditions and prxccedures
of a Special Parish Agsembly to be held imn the parish on Junme 13. it
may be useful ¢to add some fupther thoughts on the subject.

Each membership enrolliment must be on an inrdividual basis, one to
& person., However many individuals in a family may wish to becons mem~
bers, and meet the conditions of membership, esch must £ill out 3 sepa=-
rate form, which can be secured from thae Church.

Explanation of "Communicant Mamber" referred to in Membership Form:
Every nembar of the Armenian Church must he baptized. Baptiasam in some
other churches ie also recognized, in which case am Armenian priest ,
may grant confixmation, and in the precess admit him or her as a commu~
nicant member of the Armenian Church. Therefore comrunicant in this
instance means baptism in another Chuxch which has been formalized
throuch confirmation in and acoaptance by the Armenian Church.

The election and procedures outlined in our commanication of March 2§
were adopted and authwrized by the Primate and the DPiocesan Council. They
ars intended to serve the hest interests of the Elbercn parish with which
they have been concerned for many mwonths. The Special Parish Assexbly is
baing convened in special circumstances to restore the parish to local
‘leadership after months of virtual dissolution as a duly constituted
barish., Any member has the right to make formal objecticn to any proce-
duxrs he or she judges to be contrary to the by-laws. While this {3 logic~-
ally done after the fact, we want ¢0 bring this right to esveryona’s
attention now becauss the 74th Anaual Diocesan Assembly is to he held on
April 30-May 1, 1976. if a protest is deferrxed until after the clection
in June, it cannot b2 considered until 1977. And asince the proceivres
have alresady been announced formally, any who feel they have valid ob~
“jection may make their cage by writing o the Primate and asking that
g?ei;’ggggq;mggupregentgd,toﬂthgdagsgmb;y for consideration and decision.

We atress this because it is in the best interests of ths parish to
have all objections posed and acted upon as promptly &as possible. it
dues no good to have the same gquestions and doubts expressad ever amd
oves again. Those who have objections should pose them through prescribed
channels, and crce acted upon, should allow them te be put to rest. The
June 13 Parish Assembly must be an affivmative baginning for the Elberon
Eagiah,tgncluttereﬁ by questions that should be and could be xesolved
before then.

The Armenian Church is for all ocur pecple. St. Marv's of Blberoa is
no exception. o one has the right, moral or legal, to tell anyone €lige
that he is not waated In the Church, that he is not wslcome. There are
prescribed ways to take action in the event anyone acts in a manne: that
is detrimental to the spirit and welfare of our Chuxch and parish. e
canaot allow the alienation of anyone seeking to pray and communc at the
altar of our Holy Church. Anycne who comports himself in this manres
offends the Holy Spirit of our Church, and will disqualify himself Sfrom
the right to nombership in our parish.

%
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' Jack Ratreassian, Bdnlnlotratox




Action Committee For The Protection
of Rights of Members of The
Armenian Church, Inc.

July 27, 1976 55 Columbia Avenue
Long Branch, New Jersey 07740

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate,
and Members of the Diocesan Council

Armenian Dioccese of North America

630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10015

Dear Archbishop Manoogian and Council Members:

You will find enclosed a copy of the 1latest post card petition
currently being circulated in the Elberon, N.J. church community.

We trust there is little doubt in your minds as to who the
moving force is again behind this campaign.

Fr. Xalayjian continues to fuel the emotional fires in this
community in his determination to again become priest of St. Mary's
parish.

We would like to emphasize that as long as his physical presence
looms as a dark cloud over this area, the much sought peace and
harmony will never occur to this ravaged community.

While we know you are having difficulty in placing him, he
continues to boast of his imminent return, in spite of your reassurances
that the Diocesan Council will never gain allow his presence here.

Under our past experiences with the Diocese, we are sorry to say
that we have little confidence in their decisions and therefore
consider this matter with grave concern as long as this man pursues
a course of active belliigerence in defiance of your decisiori.

Why does the Diocesan Council have so much difficulty in controlling
this man?

Little more than a month has past since the June elections. We
have evidence that Fr. Kalayjian actively campaigned for all the
current Parish Cournscil members in anticipation of this current ploy.
It is further known that some of the Parish Council members openly
picketed the Diocese recently on behalf of Fr., Kalayjian. Therefore
we suggest that these efforts are being maneuvered under a joint
conspiracy regardless of who is openly fronting this drive.

It is also a known fact that in order to inflate the petition
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numbers in an attempt to distort and misrepresent the situation
for your benefit, the petitions are beina solicited from many
individuals with absolutely no connection or interest in our
Church, some of whom are know to be admitted Catholics and
Seventh Day Adventists.

Needless to say, we are determined to see that Fr. Kalayjian
never returns to this Church again. We hope that you will take
the decisive actions both to reprimand Fr. Kalayjian as well as
instruct the Parish Council as to their basic responsibilities
for conducting the administrative affairs of our Parish without
the politics, so that this game will end once and for all.

We see your firm actions as the only hope to avoid another
flairing of the specific conflict which brought us ©o our current
dilemma.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

¢tfully yours,
J Z;:fj bﬂme‘h’M

Res

osEns

.

/ The Executive‘%ouncil for the

Action Committee for The Protection

of Rights of Members of the Armenian
Church, Inc.

CC: Judge John Najarian, Chairman.
Fr., Dajad Davidian, Vice Chairman.
Fr. Zaven Arzoumanian, Secretary.
Mr. Edward Korkoian, Treasurer.
Fr. Paren Avedikian, Asst. Secretary.
Fr. Mampre Kouzouian, Asst. Treasurer.
Mr. Crosby Goshgarian, Advisor.
Mr. Cecrge Juskalian, Advisor.
Mr, George Mekenian, Advisor.



DEAR PARISHIONER:

Please SIGN below and Mail this postcard as
soon as possible. ‘

DEAR CHAIRMAN, PARISH COUNCIL OF ST MARYS ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH, ELBERON, NJ:

I Want FatherVertanes Kalayjian reinstated as
Pastor of St Mary's Armenian Apostolic Church,
Elberon, N, J.

#

SIGN DATE__

ADDRESS

" a—— e e N A e i e 4

US Postate JF

Parish Council of

St. aMary's Armenian Church
1184 Ocean Ave.

Elberon, N. J. 07740

i



55 Columbia Avenue
Long Branch, New Jersey 07740

April 7, 1976

Judge John Najarian

Chairman, Diocesan Council - 5
630 Industrial Bank Building

- Providence, R.I. 02903

Dear Judge Najarians

It is not my intention to concern you with a petty gripe
concerning the affairs of St. Mary‘®s Church, Elberon, No.Je,

but I do feel there is a situation developing here that requires
the attention of the Diocesan Council.

As you know, Mr. Jack Antreassian wvas sent here to moderate the
conflicts existing in the Church organization without prejudice
to any groups of individuals. The problem is that he appears
to be purposely favoring a selected group of individuals

in the Ladies Guild Executive Committee, while purposely trying
to freeze out myself and Mrs. Beatrice Lambie,

On several occasions the Ladies Guild Executive Committee

purposely attempted to schedule meetings at the homes of specific
individuals under the direction of Mrs. A, Tashjian, who is

known to be hostile to both myself and Mrs. Beatrice Lambie,

It is general knowledge to Mr. Antreassian that Mrs. Lambie

as well as myself would never attend a meeting held at this

individual®s house, Since Mrs. Tashjian attempted to use .
this strateqgy on several occasions in the past, Mr. Antreassian :
was forced to freeze the meetings until after the impending ;
church elections, with the further directive that these meetings

should not be held,

It now suddenly is determined without explanation that the

Ladies Guild Exec. Committee will again convene for the purpose

of holding special elections for Chairmanship and other offices

of this'committee at Mrs. A. Tashjian's home. Mr. Antreassian
again knew all to well that Mrs. Lambie and myself would never
enter the home of this woman. When Mr. Antreassian was confronted
for an explanation, he chose to ignore me and Mrs, Lambie without
any further discussion. '

Now I ask you the same question that I asked him. Do you think :
that it is in the best interest of this church, at this time, i
to hold special meetings and elections in the home of selected

’




individuals? Further, do you feel that the much required

harmony in this Church could ever hope to be achieved by

holding such an important meeting in the home of a controversial
individual instead of the Church Hall, where we could all feel
confortable and truly welcome. When I asked Mr. Antreassian

vhy the meeting was being held in her home, he said that they
wanted it that way. ( I assumed that this mearmtMrs. Tashjian
and her little group.) Why is Mr. Antreassian trying to

appease certain members of the Ladies Guild Exec. committee,while
knowingly freezing others out?????

I question Mr. Antreassiarfs better judgement in this matter .
and perhaps his potential motives,which incidentially is a
common attitude shared by many of the other ladies in our
organization,

Thanking you for the consideration and attention which we
hope you will give to this matter, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Aoiire s A eboradlos

Mrs. Hermina Karakashian

Member Ladies Guild Executive

Committee.

CCs Mrs. Beatrice Lambie
CC: St. Mary's Church Interim Committee
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313 8th Avenue
Asbury Park, New Jersey 07712
April 26, 1976

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
President, Diocesan Assembly
630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence:

During the past year many incidents have occurred concerning
St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church, Elberon, New Jersey, that
raise questions in my mind as to whether they are legal and
within the by-laws,

On June 13, 1976, there will be a special Parish Assembly
convened at St, Mary*'s for the purpose of electing a Parish Council.
Anyone registering as a member by May 17, 1976, and meeting all
the qualifications in the by-laws except Article 7, Line 4,
"provided that at least six months have elapsed since the date of
their registration as members of the Parish," may vote at this
election. Do the Primate and the Diocesan Council :have the right
to act contrary to the by-laws, or authorize others to?

According to Article 13, "The Annual Parish Assembly shall
be held regularly once a year during the months of January or
February". The Primate and the Diocesan Council instructed
(letter of October 29, 1975) "the convening of the Parish Assembly
is hereby suspended until further notification."

In the same letter (October 29, 1975) the Primate and the
Diocesan Council issued the following decisions "The present
Parish Council members are hereby removed from office." Shouldn*t
a Parish Council member have charges presented against him, or
just causes explained to him, and the opportunity to answer such
charges or causes?

After removing the Parish Council, the Primate and Diocesan
Council appointed a Parish Council, which later became "The Interim
Governing Committee." Is this the proper action according to the
by=-laws, or should Article 27 be followed?

According to Article 39, "A Parish Priest...to serve in the
Parish shall be elected by the Parish Assembly.* It has been the
policy for the Primate and the Diocesan Council to appoint a
Priest to a Parish. Should a Parish Priest be elected? Does a
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Parish have a say in who their Priest shall be?

I am not bringing these items to your attention to create
difficulties or cause trouble. They are not meant to be complaints
against the Primate or the Diocesan Council, However, I would
appreciate it if you would interpret the by-laws and decide if
they were observed properly in these decisions.(Article 61B).

If the Primate and the Diocesan Council are to have these powers,
than I suggest that the by-laws be re-written, giving it to then,
and making allowances for situations such as the one that occurred
at St, Mary Armenian Apostolic Church in Elberon, New Jersey.

I will continue to abide by the decisions of the Primate,
the viocesan Assembly and the Diocesan Council, and serve my
Church to the best of my abilities,

Sincerely,
0. \ouasrie
John A, Kaiserian
ccs Chairman, Diocesan Council-Judge Najarian

Chairman, Diocesan Assembly
Delegate, Diocesan Assembly-Alex Mamourian
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May 18, 1976

Barkave G. Elian, Esquire
5810 Bergenline Avenue
West New York, New Jersey 07093

Re: Your letter dated April 23, 1976
Various letters, communications,
requests and decisions referred
to therein, etc.

Dear Mr. Elfan:

Thank you for your letter referred to above which was received
timely for reference to the 74th Annual Diocesan Assembly.

Be advised that the matters and issues raised in said letters
were presented to the Assembly in open session. An explanation of
the past history and actions taken by the Primate and Diocesan Coun-
¢il were also presented to the Assembly in open session.

Upon deliberation by the Assembly in open session and more spe-
cifically on Friday, April 30, 1976, and upon motion duly made, sec-
onded and passed, the Diocesan Assembly voted that regarding the
Elberon Parish and any and all problems, issues,.decisions; protests
and complaints relating thereto, all prior decisions by the Primate
and the Diocesan Council are hereby ratified and affirmed and the
Diocesan Assembly does hereby set forth its mandate to the Primate
and the Diocesan Council that the Primate and Diocesan Council are
authorized and empowered to take any action deemed necessary in
their judament in the total administration of the Elberon Parish.

I trust that issues raised in your letter have been resolved
by decisions previously made by the Primate and the Diocesan Council.



Barkave G. Elian, Esquire 2. May 18, 1976

Any suqggestions which you feel may be beneficial in the future
will be apprecfated and, as in the past, will be given the utmost
consideration.

I remain,
Sincerely yours,

N Ty P .

j e - ' - .
ﬁL{ﬁ: i A/ Z’}{’c,?” [ ¥4 o

i N

/John K. Najariiz/
7 Chairman {
Diocesan Council



June 3, 1976

The Very Reverend Paren Avedikian
Pastor, St. John Armenian Church
22001 Northwestern Highway
Southfield, Michigan 42075

Dear Father Paren:
We confirm receipt of your two letters of May 28.

He are pleased that arrangements have been confirmed for your
visit to the Elberon parish on June 13, and appreciate the concurrence
of your parish council. We feel sure that your presence will prove
valuable. Mr. Mekenfan was planning to communicate with you con-
cerning arrangements of your stay as well as your means of transport-
ation to Elberon.

We are happy also that Father Michael will be available for the
Mission proaram in Greenfield, and feel sure that the expenses involved
will be assumed by the Program Committee. We will communicate with
father Karekin.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

st



UR. 3Nd.ZUVuEU ULMShE ZUBS. tutLESk
Usoutn3v SkArN3eh

S, Johu's Aremenian Chureh

OF GREATER DETROIT

Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian Rev. Fr. Michael Buttero
Clergyman In Residence Pastor Assistant Pastor
22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE (313) 569-3405 * SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 4807%

May 28, 1976

His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian Church
630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence,

Just a brief note to confirm our conversation regarding
my visit to St. Mary's Parish in Elberon, New Jersey, on
June 13, 1976.

I have already officially informed the Parish Council of
St. John's Armenian Church of Your Eminence's wishes and they
have given their consent.

Respectfully yours,

SN
LI S A

Father Paren Avedikian
Pastor
PA/rb
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$t. John's Armenian Chureh

OF GREATER DETROIT

Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian Rev. Fr. Michael Buttero
Clergyman In Residence Pastor Assistant Pastor
22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE (313) 569-3403 * SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075

May 28, 1976

His Eminence, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian Church
630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Your Eminence,

Just a brief note to confirm our conversation regarding
my visit to St. Mary's Parish in Elberon, New Jersey, on
June 13, 1976.

I have already officially informed the Parish Council of
St. John's Armenian Church of Your Eminence's wishes and they
have given their consent.

Respectfully yours,

Vﬁ Q’u» &N edhki'o—

Father Paren Avedikian
Pastor
PA/rb



May 10, 1976

Mrs. Arcosiag Tashjian
220 Fifth Avenue
Asbury Park, New Jersey 07712

Dear Mrs. Tashjian:

We appreciate the sentiments you expressed in your letter of
April 28, and can sympathige with the difficulties that have
plagued the St. Mary Parish of Elberon for more than a year, dif-
fi§¥1ties that have complicated the work of the Women's Guild as
well.

It is our hope that with the elections on June 13, a measure
of order will be restored to the community. T1i1l then at least,
it remains to continue our work with as much patience as we can
mus ter.

You can be content that you have served your Church and parish
well for which we commend you, and pray that you may be graced with
God's blessings always.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate

st



April 28, 1976

His Eminence

Archbishep T. Maneoglan, Primate
Diecese of the Armenlian Church
New York, N.Y. 10016

Serpazan Hayr,

As the 1975 chairlady ef the Ladies Guild eof St, Mary I weuld

like te bring to your attentien the fellowing:

1.

2,

Sinee Jan 6, 1976 we attempted te fellew the Diecesan
instructiens teo continue the lgdies Guild's setivities
but eur efforts were constantly eborted by a few members,

On Jan. 6, we attempted te have our executive electien en
the church premises but Mrs, Hermina Karakeshlan and Mrs,
Yeranlig Lambie displayed such an unladylike behavier that
Mr. J. Chakamian had to sad jJourn thé meeting without finish-
ing what we had started. Thelr vielent argument was mainly
against Mr., J. Chakemlian's being the chalrmen of the interim
Geverning Bedy and gs such agalnst his presence.

After that incildent, as you are well agware, we attempted te
have Executive Commlittee meetings having in mind te adjourn
the meeting 1f these two ladies started their tantrums again.

Our scheduled Executive Cemmittee meetings for Jan. 13 and
Jan, 27 had teo be called off for ene reasen or snother and

on beth eccaslons the members were duely notified by telephene
er in person, Yet, Mrs., H. Karakashian had the nerve (she

and her cehorts always did) to tell a lie that she wasn't
called, The fact 1s that she was called by Miss MaryAnn
Tutanjian and the call was received by her mether-in-law,

I persenslly cannoet see how members of the executive
committee can act irresponsibly like the above mentlioned
ladies do and centinue to remain in office.



6.

The St. Mary's Church had ene element left in seml-active
state and that was the lLadles Guild, but new even that is
being destreyed by these ladies and thelr supperters,

Serpazan Hayr, unless yeu persenally put yourself in charge ef

putting St. Mary back en it's feet I see all efforts being
Just wsisted.

7.

Finally, en April 6, 1976 we had cur executive cemmittee
meeting and election in my heme with the knowledge and
the permission eof Mr., J. Antreaslian. Such practice was
net uncemmen for our greup yet Mrs. H. Karakeshian and
Mrs, Y. Lamble refused to be present.

On April 20, 1976 at the general membership meeting of the
Ladles Guild these same ladies disrupted the whole meeting
with vielent eutbursts and feul language that can net be
tolerated,

I submitt these te your attention.

c.C.

Respectfully,
Qt&ﬂi&@?.ilfﬁé%fhfb
Mrs. A, Tashjlian

Mr. J. Najarian
Mr. J. Antreasian



June 23, 1976

Mr. Jack Antreassian
2B Aspen Mall
01d Bridge, New Jersey 08857

Dear Mr. Antreassian:

We were pleased to receive the minutes of the Special Assembly
of the Elberon Parish, held June 13, 1976, convened to elect a parish
council, a nominating committee and an auditing committee, all to
serve until the next regular parish assembly scheduled to meet in
January or February of 1977.

We hereby officially confirm the elections and direct that
the new parish council begin its assumption of the administrative
leadership of the parish.

We realize that its job is particularly difficult in view of
the comparatively disorganized state of the parish in recent months.
This makes 1t even more essential that the council address itself to
éts work with extra dedication.

We would like the minutes of all council meetings sent to our
office promptly. We should also be informed if any particular prob-
lems arise that might require our immeddate attention.

We pray that God may guide St. Mary's new council with His love
and wisdom.

Prayerfully,
Archbishop Torkom Mancogian
Primate

st



ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN CHURCH 1
of Elberon

June 13, 1976

On June 13, 1976 after Church services a meeting was held
to elect a new Parish Council, Nominating Committee and
Auditing Committee.

The meeting was called to order at 12:30 p.m. with a prayer
by The Very Rev. Paren Avedikian. Mr. George Mekenian and
Mr. Crosby Goshgarian, members of the Diocean Council were
present also Mr. Jack Antreasian, Chairman of the Interim
Parish Council.

Mr. Goshgarian asked for a roll call of members. 104 were
present at the time of the call.

The chair, Mr. Mekenian asked for nominations from the
floor for additional candidates to be added to the existing
nominees for Parish Council.

Motion on the floor called the nominations be closed as
no nominations were made and same was seconded.

Mrs. Jenev Chakamian suggested that there being no add-
itional nominations, the existing candidates be unanimously
accepted.

After a brief discussion among the Diocean Council, Mr.
Mekenian advised that there being only 10 candidates on the
list there must be a vote as only 9 nominees can be accepted.

The chair called for nominations from the floor for additional
names for the Nominating Committee. The names nominated were:

Mrs. Anna Hovnanian
Mrs. Seta Ghazarian
Mrs. Angel Varian

The chair called for nominations from the floor for additional
names for the Auditing Committee. No nominations were made
therefore nominations were closed.

At. 1:90 p.m. balloting commenced.

Miss Maryann Tutunjian, Mr. John Pehlevanian, Mr. Harout
Karakashian and Mr. John Chakamian accepted the ballots and
checked off the names. 169 ballots were cast. Balloting
was officially closed at 1:30 p.m.



Elected Parish Council members are as follows:
Mr. Berj Buchakjian 53

Mr. Armen Bulbulian

Mr. Harootune Karakashian
Mr. George Poosikian

Mr. Andrew Rivas {
Mr. Haig Serabian i 7
Mrs. Mary Gorra ?
Mrs. Aroosiag Tashjian
Mr, Setrak Tutunjian
Mr. Steve Checkosky- Alternate a7

%
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Elected Nominating Committee:

Mrs. Jenev Chakamian 2
Mr. John Pehlivanian e
Mrs. Annette Serabian i
Mrs. Ann Hovnanian 79

T

Mrs. Seta Ghazarian )
Mrs. Rose Sabonjian- Alternate ¥/

Elected Auditing Committee:

Miss Nora Bitchakdjian /5
Mrs. Marion Manigian 7
Mrs. Rose Lee Sabonjian o
Mr. John Solakian- Alternate ;i

b

g

4

Meeting was officially closed at 3:00 p.m. with a prayer
by The Very Rev. Avedikian.
Respectfully submitted,

ST SN - S fzyycaqa,
n

Mrs. Rose Lee Sabonji Sec.

Jack Antreasian, Chairman
Interim Parish Council



SPECIAL ASSEMBLY -- ST. MARY PARISH, ELBEROW, N.J. -- JUNE 13, 1976

BALLOT

Parish Council (Vote for no more than 9)

L0
o4

Berj Buchakjian b, Aroosiag Tashijian
Armen Bulbulian Setrak Tutunjian

Steve Checkosky

’iary Gorra

shkEb

Harootune Xarakashian

George Poosikian

Andrew Rivas

Halig Serabian

FRER

Jominating Committee (Vote for no more than 5)

REE LTI LR

Jenev Chakamian v _9t _ Annette Serabian

Ann Hagopian ______fj v Frma H" Y An (u%

John Pehlivanian J 16 Sa kQQﬂAL&h

Mary Poosikian ~_~_§§/ thlf \/megh ipif
Rose Sabonjian e ’ L

Auditing Committee (Vote for no more than 3)

Nora Bitchakdjian Rose Lee Sabcnjian

John Kaiserian John Solakian

et st
[EUEE VR
B

N

"Marion ilanigian

(The Interim Governing Committee enleavored to form comnlete slates
consisting of candidates the Committee could generazlly agree on.
Such slates were formed. But it must be said that many of the
candidates so selected refused to run. All names cf candidates on
this bhallot have accepted nominaticn, with the exception of Xarl

" Kalfaian who, after many attemnts, could not he rezched for confirm-
ation. His name was left on the ballot in defarence to him. His
specific wishes will be made known to the Assembly prior to the
election, at which time further norinations may be made from the
floor.)



SPECIAL ASSE'BLY ~-- ST. MARY PARISH, ELBEROJ, HN.J. ~- JUNE 13,

1976

BALLOT

Parish Council (Vote for no more than 9)

Berj Buchakjian Aroosiag Tashijian
Armen Bulbulian Setrak Tutunjian

Steve Checkosky

Mary Gorra

Karl Xalfaian

Harootune Xarakashian

George Poosikian

Andrew Rivas

Halg Serabian

Nomipqting}Cqmmittee (Vote for no more than 5)

. Jenev Chakamian Annette Serabian

Ann Hagopian

John Pehlivanian

Mary Poosikian

Rose Sabonjian

Auditing Cormittee (Vote for no more than 3)

Nora Bitchakdjian Rose Lee Sabonjian
John Xaiserian John Solakian

"Marion ilanigian

NERRREEE

T

N

(The Interim Soverning Committee endeavored to form comnlete slates
consisting of candidates the Committee could generallv agree on.

Such slates were formed. But it must be said that many of the

candidates so selected refused to run. All names of candidates on
this ballot have accented nomination, with the exception of Karl
- Kalfaian who, after many attemnts, could not he reached for confirm-

ation. His name was left on the ballot in def=rence to him.
specific wishes will be made known to the Assembly nrior to the

His

election, at which time further nominations may be made from the

floor.)



SPECIAL ASSEBLY ~-- ST, "MARY PARISH, ELBEROW, M.J. -- JUNE 13, 1976

BALLOT

-

Parish Council (Vote for no more than 9)

Berj Buchakijian Aroosiag Tashijian
Armen Bulbulian Setrak Tutunjian

Steve Checkosky .-

Mary Gorra

Heae¥iKal fatan-

Harootune Xarakashian

Georqge Poosikian

Andrew Rivas

NERREREE

Haig Serabian

Nominating,Committee (Vote for no more than 5)

. Jenev Chakamian Annette Serabian

Ann Hagopian

John Pehlivanian

Mary Poosikian

Rose Sabonjian

Auditing Committee (Vote for no more than 3)

Nora Bitchakdjian Rose Lee Sahcnjian
John Kaiserian _ John Solakian

Marion ilanigian

NERE

N

L NGRS 7y L ey e

(The Interim Governing Committee endeavored to form comnlete slates
consisting of candidates the Committee could generzlly agree on.
Such slates were formed. But it must be said that many of the
candidates so selected refused to run. All names c¢f candidates on
this ballot have accepted nomination, with the exception of Karl

" Kalfaian who, after many attemnts, could not he rezched for confirm—-
ation. His name was left on the ballot in def2rence to him. His
specific wishes will be made known to the Assembly prior to the
election, at which time further nominations may be made from the
floor.)



July 2, 197¢

iir. Harootune Karakashian
87 Swartrel Drive
Middletown, Hew Jersey 07748

Dear Mr. Karakashian:

We are pleased to inform you that His Grace Bishop Panken Varjabe-~
dian will until further notice be assigned to pastoral duties at the St.
Mary Armenian Church of Llberon, New Jersey.

The service will be on a part-time basis, according to the following
schedule:

1. He will arrive in Elberon on Saturday, July 17, and remain there
until July 25, celebrating the Liturgy on the two Sundays during
that period. He will be free to leave after the Badarak on the
25th, to return again the following Saturday.

2. In this way he will be serving the parish half the time, plus Sun-
days, when he will be able to celebrate the Liturgy reqularly for
the pmiish.

3. The stipend we have already settled cn will be $5400.0C a month,
plus expenses of $85.00 a month. Sleeping gquarters will be provided
in the space above the Church. Meals and other matters must be
arranged by him.

We have already confirmed the elections of your interim parish council.
We wish to add here and emphasize that it will operate in the character and
conditions outlined in the letter of May 27, 1976, an information sheet,
copies of which were sent to all St. Mary parishioners, and a copy of which
is attached. We wish especially to draw attention to paragraphs three and
four of said letter.
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He are confident that with the assignment of Bishop Papken to serve
your spiritual needs on a regular basis, a continuity of leadership will
be €reated that will help re-establish harmony in the parish. We know

that you are aware that nothing 1s possible without the full cooperation
and warm devotion of members of your council.

He pray that God may guide you all with His love and wisdom.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Mancogfian
Primate

Enclosure

st



