< WOMEN'S GUILD/
ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN CHURCH
118l OCEAN AVE.
ELBERON, N.J. 077LO

December 8, 1975.

Apchbi shop Torkom Manoogian

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Ave.

New York, N.Y.

Your Lminence:

At the request of Mrs. Aroosiag Tashjian, chairman of our
Women's Guild of St. Mary's Armenian Church in Elberon, N.J.,
I am sending a copy of the minutes of our Election Meeting of
December 2nd. :

The minutes include the names of the newly elected Execu~
tive officers to the Guild and the names of the Nominating
Committee members for the year 1976. A tally of the votes
cast is also included.

We pray for a safe return from your journey.

Respectfully and prayerfully yours,

%/@

AT:GGS g Gladys G. Semon, Seeretary
Enel. )



Women's Guild Klection Meeting
December 2, 1975

The Women's Guild of St. ¥ary's Armenian Church of Elberon, N.J.,
met at the Church Hall on Tuesday evening, December 2, 1975.
The chairman, Mrs. Tashjian, called the meeting to oxder at §:00 p.m.

- Mre. Lambie, Vice-chaimman led us in prayer.

Mrs. Tashjian weloomed the 37 members present plus 2 guests. One was
the niece of Mras, Varian and Mamouwrian and the other was the daughter of our
member Mre. Ofsana Dayermanjian.

The secbetary read the minutes of the last meeting, which were accepted
with 2 additions.

Our treasurer, MaryAnn Tutunjian reported our balance as followss

Balance November lﬂtoo‘oaooom 02

Inoome ’ 50

Lesget ’
Egpenses 09.4k

Transfer to Parish .
Council 2000400
T
Balance Nov. 30th - §2llo.08
ﬂarymmonpomdtmtnndeaproﬂtot $285.00 from the
Thanksgiving dinner hosted by Mr. & Mrs. Dadourian on November l6th; which
s is included in the income for November as reported above,

Corresponding secretary, Mrs. Sahagian read letter received from Mr.
and irs. Dadourian, thanking us for the beaufiful centerplece of fall
flowers and for our cooperation in the preparing and serving of the Thankse
giving dinner, which was in memory of their son, the late Michael Bahitarian.

Their daughter-inelaw Mrs. Dorothy Bahitarian enclosed a check in the amourt
of $25.00 to be donated to the Guild in appreciation of our efforts.

Mrs. Sahagian also read a letter; from Mr, Levon Kasarjian of Red Bank,
in which he donated the rug,he was informed he had won as second prige in
our Reffle drawn on November 22nd. In his letter he suggested that St. Mary's
use "or whatever disposition they may elect”, Mrs. Tashjian suggested that
perhaps we could use it as a prise in our next raffle.

She also annonnced that $30.00 in checks had been received so far for
the Christzmas Greetings to appsar in the pext issus of Ganteghs 8he «lso
announced that aboutr $700.00 was realized from the anmual raffle tiie
year. Many of the gifts were donated and other gifts were purchased for
give-avay prises at the Raffle through monetary donations by several doners,
The names will appear in the next issue of Gantegh.

MaryAnn read the list of Raffle winmra; letter of thanks will be sent
to Mrs., Bahtiarian ard Mr. Kasarjian.

Letter of thanks and $15.00 check sent to Jameson Florist for the
Thankagiving centerpiece was read.

Mrs. Bahadurian reported the expenses of the Thanksgiving Dinner, which

uillbetakoncmofbym&dounma
The Seeretary announced that paid up membership of the Guild was 50

- members. Attendance was taken and 37 members were present and eligible to

cast ballots.

Mrs. Tashjian requested Mrs. Mamourian, Nominating Committee chairman
to take over and conduct the meeting of the membership for voting for the
rest of the evening.

Mrs. Mamourian presented a letter to the secretary to read to the
membership. The letter was from candidate, Pauline Avedikian, requesting
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* her hame be removed from the ballot, explaining that due to ill health,
she would have to decline the honor of being selected as a candidate,
Additional nominations were requested from the floor,
They are as follows: Vig%%a Dedeian, proposed by Mrs. Sahigian, second-
ed by amourian}
Zabel Sahagian proposed by Mrs, Bnlmdnrian, seconded
by Mrs, Semonj
Mary Poosikian proposed by Mrs, Samon, seconded.
simultanecusly by Ann Hagopian and Virginia Tutunnjian,
Araxy Gokberk movad nominations be closed, Mrs, Mamourian seconded and
passed,
10 names appeared on the ballot as well as six candidates for the 1976
Nominating Committee,
Rose Sabonjian asked Mrs, Mamourian to have someone else assist the
committee on the counting of the ballots since she felt, she as a .
cardidate on the ballot would conatitute "conflict of interest", Mrs,
Pacradooni also disqualified herself for the same reason, Mrs, Mamouriam = -
agreed and asked for volunteers from the membership,
¥rs, Mamourian accepted Mrs, Nalbandian and Mrs. Gokberk to help t.ally.
While the ballot sheets were being prepared the ladies were invitdd-tes.-
. -help-thémdelyes to aaskesand coffee prepared by our hostesses for the
evening, Mrs, Hemmine Karakashian and her motheh-in-law Zabel Karakash-
jan, .
The outcome was as followe: )
The four winning candidates were Karskashian and Poosikian with 19
each and Chakamian and Sabonjian with 1D each, (Virginie Tutunjian
with 18 aY56, was e€limina Picking the losing name herself from
the bag of the tieing contenders with 18 counts each.)

On the ballot of candidated for Nominating Committee, the three
winners were Semon and Gokberk with 20 each and Sahagian with 19,

Request was made for a Recount,

The aecretary,urs. Semon and Mrs, Dedeian joined Mrs, Mamourian,
Mrs, Gokberk and Mrs., Nalbandian in the kitchen -for the recount,
The recount did not change the outcome as first reported above,
Tally on the Ballots is as follows!

For Executive Committee For Nominating Committee
Bahadourian, Hﬁry uoo;uoo-o&}é _ Gokberk, Apaxy ‘.‘;.oooo@t‘
Chakamian, Jen®vVeesoecsccevs Poosikian, Hﬂry'ooooooo%
Karakaahiln, Hemim........@ Sahaglan, Zabelesssves
Pacradooni, Haiganooshesceses 2 Semon, Gl&dYﬂQooa'.ooom‘/
Sabon:jim, RO”Q....».......@ \Tmner,Amen.n....uula
Solakian, Simaeseccceseccccoes 3 Varian, meh..'CQOOQ.lG

Tutgn,jian, Virginia sesssenselB
Mﬂim’ Virginia..u.-.on..l'?

Sal'mgian, Zabel ou-no---o.on%
Pooaikian, Mary ecvevensevee
The meeting was adjourned by chairman, Mrs. Tashjian thanking the
Nominating Committee for a job well dones asked for continued support
for the Guild to help make the coming yeam a successful one for the support
of our .Church.
Our next meeting is December 16th,

spectiully a\;}ihittad‘;

.\%;/&'04"")// {
G+ Semon, Seécy.



BArRxkavE G. ELiaN
COUNSELLOR AT Law
5810 BERGENLINE AVE.

WEsST NEW YOrRkK,N.J. 070903

865-2255
AREa CoDE 201

March 12, 1975

His Grace Archbishop Torkom Manocogian, Primate, and Members
of the Diocesan Council of the Armenian Church of America:
630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

RE: St. Mary's Armenian Church
Elberon, New Jersey

Your Grace:

I enclose herewith copies of the following papers:

1. Minutes of the 1975 Parish Assembly Meeting
as originally submitted by the Secretary of the Parish Assembly.

2. Suggested corrections of said Minutes furnished
by Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian,.0our Ratrish Priest.

3. Letter of March 4, 1975 enclosing revised
original copy of the aforesaid Minutes as finally approved by the
Chairman and Secretary of said Meeting.

4. oOriginal revised Minutes of the 1975 Parish
Assembly Meeting signed by the Chairman and Secretary of said Meeting
which our Parish Priest declinedto sign.

You will observe that the revised Minutes have
incorporated some of the suggestions of our Parish Priest but the
other suggestions were not incorporated because it was felt they
were unjustified or unwarranted. I prefer not to answer the comments
made in Reverend Kalayjianbsuggested corrections, unless I am directed
to do so.

If you have any questions, feel free to call or
write me.

Respectfully yours,

Tt

Barkave G. Elian



4"The church 8rivicas utra nunr at 11.50 A H. Thc ressen thc waating
; "~ was late te start was a new grecedure of admitting members te- the e
" ‘Asssmbly, dnstituted without,thc qoﬁaant of the Futilh Pf?as% and/nr;f-7
’ the Pnrith Cnuncil‘ s ‘ REEIRE

Ecmﬁunt - Ther; 48 n-<need te montion thnt,that "new aath-d" ctcatad
" aggtevatiens in an -lraaiy tense atmosphozl,

: Stcnnd this ﬁnWint-d prccedtnt cannot bﬁ giVon 1egitimacy. E

- 2) A. PRSTOR'S M£SSAGE - ﬂnat Two - Tha fitst partgraph shoulé rc‘d:

”Fathar Kalayjinn ritd hig measaga alth-ugh 1t waz printad in |
tha Annual Rspeet book" ‘ v

 Com !ggt -;a)The Pr.sidcnt(th& antur) d.ct net. requirc a gcrggggggga
i w7 te deliver his message. ’
' _b)It has been custemary te hear the Paster's mnsaagn even
theugh rasdsng of ather. rup,rts has been waived,

3);The last pnrngraph on pnga twc ﬁnd the coﬂtinuatinﬂ thsre.f shnulé bn
~ deletad. Becauset ﬂ

)The Chairmah rulsd th;t 1t was nat’ rulnvant to tha mecstgc juat resd.
‘This geant that {t was rulod aut of ordar sven thaugh it vas nnt se .
werded, ' W
,.b)Bscause ar tho Chai:man's rul&ng thare waa ne. rabu&t:l er -xplnnatian LA
" effered. :
c)it was referred te a lator tim- on tho agonda to be’ considared but WAas
never brought up ngaia. T
‘,d)Na Paraun's cemment as lpaitinato as it nay ba ceuld noﬁ)be nadn pert‘:f-“
- of the minutes unless’the membership has acted upen it by a vete.,
: ;,This ‘means that anly pr.porly antnrtuinoi mations cnuld be made,pavt
. of -the recerd.:
This is applicable’ to ali cnnmcnts made hy uthor pcr%pna en: athnr
subjects.d geod example is the ssctien en the Budget.
¢)If this is te be .included there are d gn of “gems” that are laft sut :
" such as Mr,A. Mameurigan's statement that~"We have a Sunday Scheel and =
“that's enough”. There is: ne need to ltst the rest uf tha elovnn.4fz~;"

*f'fﬁaﬁﬂi ta tha content af the said paragraph I lnclosn twc ”ANNUAL REFBRT"
- frem -thsr pariahas nnd h.pa you will find the ansuers therse.

 ;k1aa, Therc are numarnus areas where a Paster's wark, uvnrxapt with that”{
" of the Parish Council's: nd& vice versa., By hawing sll these activities
under ene raport it bacames easisr to repert all ef those activities in
_the third persen,If yoeu detect humility in the. sbove you are cerrectl .
If 1+have tg rtyert everything 4in the imiied deteil «onssesforget it.
Besides who would be interésted how many parishieners 1 have tried to
 get sut af the next .ones hair not mentianing mins,and. my families. ‘
. -+ ‘And how do you repert that or keep s recard of it. —_ L
~ . In this pepert both Pastor and Parish Ceuncil ceuld 1dent1fy thensalvns -
with -the work dene in its entirity. Seme psople may net like it,but that

{8 the wny I have beqn funstinning and hapg ta continue in that pnaitivu‘”
:.diractiun ' o A - : : '




. -

; 5) On page three delate the aacend paragraph. It shsuld read~;'

"The Chairman, fal&ewiﬁg the custom: establichad durlng the past few. SR
.years aDPOIHted MtV Karakashian as his Ulce Chlitmin » |

Cemment I did. net ramind 1t te Hr.Ellan.hx”ffﬂfikgﬁf

s

5) 8. CDMMENTS nﬁ waTTEN REPURTS - Page 3 -¢ k;~¢ﬁ~

“,fan tha savanth 11ns startxng frem the sehtence:;#Father Kalaygian.....ﬁ;,

te the end of: tha yaraqnaph shmuld be daleteé. Instcad,it shauld read
ag follows: =

~ "Father Kalaygian apmlngized for the. name: left aut ané gave explana-.,;=
" tiens on the ether points as follews: . : o
a)The Committess: delegated by the Parish Cauncil could net ekpact to
- see thelr repart in the Annual Repert of the. Parish- Ceuricil verbatim,
- b)Rdequate resume Wwds included in, the Parish Caunc11 Repeet with due?
“acknewledgements and: thanks.” : o - o :
" c)Ne figures have been altered., ' ' L
. 4)The balance of appreximately 3&30ﬁ90 whmch the Cemmittaa turnad: aver
" to the Parish Ceunﬂfl Fer the Emerganey Fund maslduely acknamledgﬁd*
elsewhera." R _ . S :

. 1astlc cevarage “Yghe was angry" repart being "se cut d@wn"
'J“wardlng, figures names left aut as well as changad" LLLE

 -but Father K&Layjlan only "apnlagized“ qnd ”tried to give L

explanations” and "Dr.Haroutunian refused to "accept" them
this “twe ‘way conversatlan was, clased by ‘Dr. Harautunian” .

No Furthar emmment'

.,;7)”BUDGET - Page 5 - Paragraph numbered (&) shauld read. a :} .  ‘7‘*

"While considéring the D;ocasan Duss during the Budget discus-¢m:,f:

~.sion,Father Kalayjian was asked to explain. ‘what a.5t. Vartan:
Steward is and how it affects our asseSsmént. He gava the ne-.

‘cessary explanation and. anneunoed the names &f the St.Varten f,fiﬁf

Stewards of our parlsh' Messrs B Elian V. Karakaahian and
J Chakamian‘w : :

"g’VB)prggggﬁES - The text.of the prepmsals sheulﬂ appear in the minutes asvﬁiiia”'
SR approvad. T R

"9)iun page 7 - at the end of paragraph’ marked “A” shauld be aﬂdeds

- "MA considerable numba: of parishloners had laft Fer twa reasans.
‘a)because the hour was too Iate, and = .. D o S ‘

PR b)becausa tha praaceeding arguments had croatod a tensa atMQSphere." o )
10) The last*page shuqld appear ‘as Fallams" ' ’

Rt “ﬂﬁiiﬁﬁiw‘ Raspectfully subm;ttad o ‘
2 'Mrs.A. Gakbark ' ””.gxf Hr,B. Elian 'vfif;a;‘ Fr.V. Kalayjlanf: -
Secretary gbfpf”‘~fa,*  Chairman L Pastek,Presidaﬂt




B Y

Mr.BsElian, Mr A. Bulbullan, Hrs A Gakberk.»'

ﬁ“;:fa) Beautlflcﬂtion cgmmittee

"<k‘fhe Parlsh strueture is such that 1? the commxttees of éach orga-
“*“nlzatlen.wanted to- acknowledge donatiens they fiave the Hye-Gantegh .
to do sd, Nona of the other Cemmittees(Telephane Book, Raffle; Cul-g”fa
" .tural Menth,to’ hame @ few) got the bame treatment.By having ths - .

Q*fBeautifxcatlon Committee's werk manmionsd in the -Apnual Report we -

[g“thGUth we gave them ths"eenparation” it was reffered te even theugh . .

7. all of the sctivities wese covered. in the ﬂyt~6antegh prominently, -

"ffThs last ward in the first paragraph on page 3 o decsiving’" 7"”3

—--—--u—

1 ‘wish’ somaons ( not Mrs.A, Gakbsrk ) Wlll peznt aut Was "deca&vung;“
in the Raport or ”vague" Far that matter. R : . . :

T »fan lnsult bvt with a chrzstian spirlt” id wiﬁh non~ehristian arre-;*}i
.. gances - : '

The deception is also avident in. tha recntdad “Mlnutas af the Ba--"ﬁff
rish Assembly Hesting" which deoes no tge “true pictura of the . -
assembly where patrtisanship, animosity 1vxsivenesf’anti youth

- feelings weee manifested abundently. Yea, thare ‘alse was lack oF,f, f,*
“/‘christzan spxnit and bnetherly leve.__‘ RO ‘

C) The CGnFirmatiqn of the elections and. aeceﬁtanca of all rapurtsf;“;

by the Primate’ éapends on spﬁady submission af all. dﬁcuments
relatzng to the pazlsh assembly e R ,

Thase canrectians aﬂﬂfcmmmants hava boen mailed W1th the eriglnal R
text to the fullowing.l.r




Father Kalayjian:

Inclosed herewitb, please find idmutes of the Parish Assenbly
helid on February 16, 1975, revised in the light of your suggestions
and gproved in its present forn by the Officerzof the sald necting.

Kindly affix your signature and mail to kr. Flisn for his
signature and nalling to tha Diocese. The otficers consider these
rimutes as final.

If the enciosed copy, with your slgmature affixed t.herej;, is
oot received within five (5) days from date hereof, the officers
will nall same to Dlocesen Councdl with 2 copy of your sugpested

corrections. |
Respectfully subzdtted,
Secret.ary of the Parish Asgecbly
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1134 ©CEAN AVENUE
ELRAERCHS, MW TEREEY

Tulephooer $22-0137

Rev, Vertanes Kalayjien, Fastor

His Eminence Archbishop

Torkom Mangogian,Primate

Diocese of the Armenian Church

of No.America and Canada

630 Second Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10016 March 11, 1975

Serpazan Hayr,

I am enclosing all the documents relating to our Parish Annual
Assembly held on Feb.16, 1975. In relation to the Minutes of the
Assembly and the Assembly itself in general 1 have a few obser-
vations which I hope will explain a few things. I also hope that
you will provide saome guidance where it is needed,and offer cor-
rections that are necessary,

Since the Minutes as submitted will become part of permanent re-
cord of St.Mary's Armenian Church,Elberon,N.J. in the Dioccesan
files I hope this letter will remain physically attached to
these Minutes.

As the Pastor and the President of the said Assembly I cpuld
not sign these documents and I hope the reaseons will be clear
in the following pages. I submitt them to you as they are only
to expedite the confirmation of the newly elected officers of
the parish and avoid further tension.

The minutes that are submitted are in semi-corrected version.
What I thought it was my duty,l offered to the officers aof the
Assembly suggestions for corrections. Only partial correction
was realized with strong resistance along the way. And this
process of correction delayed the submission of the reports to
your Eminencs.

Here are my observations.
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1184 OCEAN AVINUE
ELARRON. NEW JERSEY
Telepacne: 2220127

Rev, Vertanes Kalayjran, Fastor

1) What the minutes do not show is that:

The Church Services were over at 11:50 A.M.. The reason the
meeting was late to start was a new procedure of admitting
members to the Assembly, instituted without the consent of the
Parish Council and/or the Parish Priest.

The Chairman of the last year's Assemblysalong with the members

of the Nominating Committee;took upon himself to shut the side
doors of the church and called the members by name and allowed

them to enter the church after close scrutiny of their creden-
tials., The Pastor and the Parish Council chose to avoid confron-
tation in an already emotionally charged atmosphere. This "new
method" nevertheless,hightened the tension and caused aggrevations.
It also affected the entire proceedings at the Assembly.

I hope you agree that this bad precedent of usurpation of the
Parish Council's prerogatives as defined by the by-laws,should
not be granted legitimacy.

2) The minutes are deliberately and/or inadvertantly biased in
that, they have included "comments" and excluded others in such
a manner that is abusive of the rights and the privileges of
those present. The case in point is the last paragraph on page
two of the Assembly Minutes 1975, and the continuation thereof.
This paragraph should not have found a hospitable space in
these minutes because:

a) Any comment made by any member cannot be a part of the mi-
nutes unless the chairman so directs and unless there is a
challenge by the members. This did not happen.

b) The Chairman ruled that it was not relevent to the message
the Pastor had read previously. This meant that it was ruled
out of order even though it was not so worded.

c) Because of the Chairman's both action and inaction there
was no rebuttal or explanation offered.

d) It was referred to a later time on the agenda but was never
brought up again.
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1184 QAN AVENUE
ELRERON, NUW JERSEY
Tele phicner 2950327

Rev, Vartanes Kalayfien, Pastor

As to the content of the said paragraph I need not to go any
further. The pages of the Annual Report Book of 1974(enclosed
along with other documents) are adequate rebuttal to the
tendentious remarks made.

e) If this paragraph is to be included than there were dozens
of such remarks made by other members in attendance which also
should have been faithfully recorded. The Assembly lasted over
six long hours and the minutes reflect only a portion of what
really expired during those hours.

3) The minutes do not reflect alsoc the fact that just prior to
the election of the Diocesan Delegate, Auditing Committee and

Nominating Committee(page five in the 1975 Assembly Minutes) a
considerable number of parishioners had left because the hour

was too late and more obviously in disqust and in reaction to

the partisanship, animosity, divisiveness and anti-youth fee-

lings manifested during the deliberations.

There was an evident lack of christian spirit and brotherly love.

For the above reasons therefore, I could not,as the President of
the Assembly authenticate the minutes of the Feb.16,'75 meeting.

Furthermore there are a few questions in relation to our recent
Parish Assembly, need clarifications, or privileges and preroga-
tives of the officers of the parish that need to be explained
under the provisions of our by-laws, They are:

a) Who calls or convenes the Parish Annual Assembly?

b) Who is in charge before and until the officers of the
Assembly are elected?

c) Who is in charge of verification of dues paying members?
When are we supposed to do the verifications?
What are the Parish Council's responsibilities in this case?
Should the credentials be challenged prior to the seating and
prayer or after and in the presence of all members?

d) Could the second proposal,which was adopted(see page 7 in
the Minutes of 1975 Parish Assembly) during the last assembly,
in any way be considered constitutional in view of the fact
that there are some provisions in the by-laws concerning
mid-year or special membership meetings. If so-

-Who would call the 1976 Parish Assembly? The Parish Council
or the officers of the Assembly?

-wWwhere and when does the term of the Assembly officers expire?

-In the interim,between the election of the old and new officers

3-
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P80 OCEEY AVEMUE
ELRERON, NUW JERSEY

Tolepanng: 2220127

Rev, Vertanes Kalayjien, Pasror

who conducts the Assembly?

I am aware that some of the answers are to be found in the by-
laws, But because there has been conflicting interpretations,

and complete disregard to the guidance provided by the Pastor

and the Parish Council, we need your guidance in these and in

many similar issues.

In addition, Serpazan Hayr, here are a few more observations
that 1 find necessary to record for your information and
consideration.

1) As the pastor of this new community for the last two and
a half years I worked to broaden the base of this Parish by
encouraging and inviting all armenians residing in these
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, to participate in the life and
work of the church.

Until six months ago the fruits of our labor(my and mostly
young couples who shared the same concern) seemed encouraging.
We were,so we thought,on a positive and constructive mission
of uniting the seperated brethren whithin the framework of
pur parish organization. We actively promoted reconciliation
and harmony. One impressive result of these efforts was the
establishment of the St.Mary's Mesrobian School.(further de-
tail see in the Annual Report Book of 1974). Another result
was the potential increase of our membership which now can
only be guessed.

Our last Annual Assembly came to shatter all that was positively
for the good of the community and polarized us,hopefully not
beyond any repair. The backlash was so obvious and strong that
even fair minded,progressive thinking young couples,practically
all of the parents of the youth and the children of this commu-
nity were branded indiscriminately with political name callings
by this group of parishioners who still think and feel as if
they lived in the 30's.
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1134 OTEAN AVENUE
FLRERPON, NEW JERSEY
Telephore: 2250127

Rev, Vertanes Kalayjian, Pastor

2) Because of these happenings, my work, the work of the parish
is being undermined. Our potential increasein the membership has
to come from that group of armenians who definitely do not think
as they are in the 30's. Our finencial stability and future pro-
gress also rests upon those young working couples who do care to
establish a viable community where their children will grow in
the traditions of the Armenian Church.

3) 1 may be reacting hastily by predicting that if this situation
be allowed to continue, if restraint is not applied to our beha-
vior we may see the creation of another rival community within
the boundries of St.Mary's Parish. This may lend itself as a

case in point in the hands of those already against unity where
we are striving to reach,

4) I shall not be part of this.

Serpazan Hayr, may I take this opportunity to remind you,as you
suggested, that a personal visit by you to meet our Parish Coun-
cil and Church Organizations and parishioners, will be extremely
helpful and is urgently needed.

Please let us know of the date you intend to visit our Parish.

Humbly and prayerfully

Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian, Pastor



ST. MARY'S ARMENTAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
ELBERON, NEW JERSEY
MINUTES OF THE 1975 PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING

Roll Call and Opening of the Meeting

The 1975 General Parish Assembly of St. Mary's Armenian Apos-
tolic Church in Elberon, N. J. was held in the church, Sunday,
February 16, 1975, at 1:50 P.M.éE%Egr church services and after

a complimentary lunch was serve y members of the Parish Councifj
Father Kalayiian opened the meeting with prayer.

FI i Sa

" Mr. B. Elian thanked everyone for being present. He then announced

that the order of business as stated in the agenda would be
changed slightly and that elections of the parish council would ,
foliow the roll call and election of the Tivan. This would enable
persons who could not stay for the entire meeting to vote and
leave at their pleasure. He then asked Mrs. Araxy Gokberk, secre-
tary, to conduct the roll call which revealed 76 paid up and
eligible voting members present out of 121 voting members, thus
constituting a quorum. Approximately ten non-members were also

in attendance. Shortly afterwards, other voting members arrived
bringing the total from 76 to 81 present.

Election of the Tivan

Mr. Elian announced that the assembly would first elect a chairman
and a secretary for the 1975 Parish Assembly. The following nom-
inations were made for chairman and seconded: Mr. B. Elian, Mr.
J. Chakamian, Mrs. A. Gokberk. i,, # 7/, ;.

At this point Mr. J. Chakamian expressed in a few brief words the
responsibilities for the chairman of the assembly in English. Mrs.
M. Bahadurian asked that Mr. Chakamian's speech be repeated in
Armenian which Mr., Elian did. Mr. A. Mamourian asked that a few
introductory words be said about each person nominated but his
request was not granted.

Open voting determined the assembh’és choice., Mr. B, Elian re-
teived 50 votes and since this was a number over the majority
present, there was no need to continue with votes for the rest
of the candidates and Mr. B. Elian was duly elected chairman of
the day.

The floor was then open for nominations for secretary of the
assembly. The following were nominated and all declined: Mrs.

A. Gokberk, Mrs. E. Alexanian, Mrs. J. Chakamian and Mrs. V. Bede-
ian. A short discussion followed and it was unanimously decided
that Mrs. A. Gokberk must do this job although she objected. She
did not accept, but, did do the secretarial work for the day.



Elections

A. PARISH COUNCIL: Mr. Elian asked Mr. Vincent Karakashian
to copy the names of nominees, as presented by the nominating
committee, found on page 5 of the annual report book, on the
blackboard. Nominations were then made from the floor as
follows: Mr. Pacradooni (declined), Mr. A. Mamourian (declined)
Mr. Z. Ghazarian, Mr. John Pehlavanian, Mr. H. Serabian. Upon
the close of nominations, Mr. John Chakamian asked that his
pame be removed from the ballot, that he had made this request
previously to the nominating committee and was told to make
this request at the Parish Assembly meeting since the ballot
had already been prepared. His name was removed from the
ballot.

The ballots had not been printed by the Parish Council, Father
Kalayjian explained, because it was felt that it could quickly
be dome at the last minute and include names nominated from the
floor, saving voters time and possible confusion because voters
would have to write these names in if it was their choice.
Father Kalayjian then suggested the nominating committee be
excused to print the ballot and to place all the names in
alphabetical order, including in this order the names just nom-
inated from the floor.

At this point Mrs. V. Dedeian requested her name be taken off
the ballot. Mr. V. Karakashian was instrucied by Mr. Xliza %o
do so.

4 discussion followed in regard to Father Kalayjian's suggestion
as to how the ballot should be printed. Mr. Gokberk made a
motion that all names be printed in alphebetical order including
those just nominated from the floor. It was seconded and voted
upon and defeated. Mr. J. Pehlavanian then made a motion

that all names be placed in order as a choice made from drawing
lots. The motion was seconded, voted upon and defeated. Mr.
John Kaiserian then made a motionm the ballot be printed as pre-
sented by the nominating committee, in alphebetical order, then,
the new nominations that were just made from the floor, be added
at the bottom. The motion was seconded, voted upon and passed.
Mrs. V. Dedeian from the nominating committee then left to print
the ballot.

Consideration of Reports

A. PASTOR'S MESSAGE: Father Kalayjian explained he would read
his message although it was printed in the Annual Report Book.

(1). Mrs. Gokberk commented that the message Father Kalayj-
ian had read was very lovely but possibly not timely in a book
of reports. 1In addition to the message, she and many others had
expected a report giving his activities for the year. She
commented that many of his activities were listed under the
Parish Covncil report which imn reality should have been in his
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report. She added that regardless of where Father Kalayjian's
activities were reported they should first of all have been

more complete in that all his activities should have been listed
and secondly more numerical facts backing records should be
given so that the report would be authentic and not- vague and

deceiving.

Mr. Elian, at this point remembered that he had not appointed
a Vice Chairman which is customary. Therefore he appointed Mr.
V. Karakashian. e R S

Mr. J. Chakamian requested that no other reports be read since
they were in the report book and everyone had had a chance to
read them, also, at a previous Parish Assembly meeting it was
decided that reading of these written reports was unnecessary.

B. Comments on Writtem Reports:

(1). Dr. A. Haroutunian spoke in behalf of the Beautification
Committee. She commented that the Beautificatiom Committee had
submitted a well planned complete and true report on their year™s
activities for the annual report book. ©She was angry over the
fact that the report had been so cut downand that it no longer
gave a true picture. Wording had been changed and an important
figure and name had been left out. The report failed to indicate
that the sum of $437.00 was turned over to the Parish Council
to be applied to the electric fund. Father Kalayjian apologized
for the name left out and tried to give explanations on other
points but Dr. Haroutunian refused to accept these explanations
and the two way conversation was closed by Dr. Haroutunian. The
explﬁtions Father Kalayjian gave were as follows:

1. The committees delegated by the Parish Council could not
expect to see their report in the Annual Report of the Parish
Council verbatinm.

2. Ade®qguate resume was included in the Parish Council Report
with due acknowledgements and thanks.

3. ©No figures have been altered.

4. The balance of approximately $430.00 which the Committee
turned over to the Parish Council for the Emergency Fund was
duely acknowledged elsewhere.

(2). Mrs. J. Chakamian said that she had reported in her
Women's Guild report that the Ways & Means Committee had a profit
of $4,200.00 but the fegure was closer to $5,000.00. She re-
quested that Mrs. A. Tashjian, the new Women's Guild Chairman
present the Parish Council with a check from the Guild in the
amount of $3,900.00. She also commented that it was their
desire this money go towerd the completion of the church drive-
way and parking lot.

(3). Mr. Elian then asked Mr. John Kaiserian, Chairman of
the Auditing Committee to give his comments. Mr. Kaiserian
said that the books were kept very well this year and were
mathematically correct.
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(a). Mr. John Chakamian also on the auditing
committee, pymised Mr. Kaiserian and Mr. Gokberk, Treasurer,
for their outstanding work.

(b). Mrs. Gokberk brought up a question in regard
to the Building Fund. She said she was of the understanding
that the Women's Guild had presented a check last year to
the Parish Council for the Building Fund but did not see this
reported in any of the fimancial accounts--just what is the
situation on the Building Fund? Mueh discussion arose from
this question--some a little confusing. Mr. Bulbulian said
that such money had been received and deposited im the Church
treasury. He suggested opening a2 special account for this
money. Mr. Chakamian said the church has a building Committee
of which he is chairman but up to now they haven't needed any
money. At present they have an investigation going on for which
they will need funds. He also called to the attention of the
people that last year's Parish Assembly voted tht if the
Building Committee need money that they should raise their own
funds. Mrs. B. Lambie wanted to know if the check Mrs. Chakamian
presented to the Parish Council was made out to the Building
Fund., Mrs. Chakamian said yes that it was made out to St,
Mary's Armenian Church Building Fund. Mr. Mamourian said if a
check was made out to the Building Fund, how had it been
endoreaed? Mr. McOmber made a motion that the Parish Council
open an account "Building Fund" and put this money in
question in it. 1t was seconded. More discussion followed.
Father Xalayjian said that there was established, three years
ago at a Parish Assembly meeting a building fund acceunt, but
since we had no money for it it was never opened. Mr.
Pacradouni wants to know what "Building Fund' stands for, a
*New Building" or extension of the "0ld Building®. Mr. V.
Karakashian said this as yet has not been defined., The motion
made by Mr. McOmber was retracted. A motion was made that the
Parish Council discuss this ""Building Fund' definition and
make its recommendation at a future meeting. Until such time
there would he a freeze omn any money labeled "Building Fund®.
The motion was seconded and passed.

Although it was evident that there were still many questions

in regard to the reports, time was getting short and the meeting
was forced to go on to the next order of business.

Continuation of Parish Council Elections

A. PRESENTATION OF PRINTEDP BALLOT, CANDIBATES AND VOTING:

The ballot had been printed and presented to Mr. Elian. Mr.
Elian introduced the candidates. The chair &then appointed a
few people to help with the voting procedure along with the
nominating committee, The casting of ballots began and after
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a short wait, election results were announced as follows:

Pr. Stephen Checkosky - 21 Mr., George Poosikian -~ 22
*Mr. Sarkis Dadourian -40 Mr. Hagop Zadikian - 39
*Mr. Barkave Elian - 59 Mr. Zohrab Ghazarian - 24
*Mrs. Araxy Gokberk - 45 Mr. John Pahlavanian - 26
*Pr. Anna Haroutunian - 51 Mr. Haig Serabian - 20
*Mr. John Kaiserian - 48

Election of Diocesan Delegate, Auditing Committee and Nom-
inating Committee

A, Mr. Elian once again asked Mr. V. Karakashian to place
the names presented by the nominating committee, found on
page 5, of the candidates for the Diocesan Delegate, Auditing
committee and Nominating Committee on the Blackboard.

B. Nominations from the floor were accepted for the Diocesan
Belegate. They were as follows: Mr. J. Chakamian, Mr. A.
Mamourian and Mr. H. Alexanian.

Nominations from the floor were next accepted for the Nominating
Committee. They were as follows: Mrs. S. Nalbandian (declined),
Mrs. J. Chakamian (declined), Mrs. V. Zadikian, Mr. John
Pehlavanian, and Mrs. A. Elian.

Nominations from the floor were next accepted for the auditing
committee. They were as follows: Mr. John Pehlavanian.

Mrs. V. Dedeian once again left the room to print the ballot
for these three committees.

Budget

A, Mr., Elian called on Mr. J. Chakamian to explain and lead
any discussion on the budget.

B. Comments on the budget were as follows:

(1). Mrs. M. Bahadurian said the budget set for this year
was too high. B8he suggested cutting the budget by reducing the
cost of the parking lot by only building a small parking lot
for the time being.

(2)., HMe., Kaiserian said the budget for this year was
set too high. The amount stated for publicity and postage
could be reduced.

(3). Mr. McOmber said last year our income included Mr.
Chakmakian's estate and therefore we have no guarantee of
another such year. Therefore, he felt the budget was set too
high.

(4). Father Kalayjian was asked to explain what a St. Vartan
Steward is and how it affects our assessment. He gave the necessary
explanation ard announced the names of the St. Vartan Stewards
of our parish: Messrs: B, Elian, V. Karakashian and J. Chakamian.

(5). Mr. J. Kaiserian wanted to know more about the Priest's

office to be built: where, why so expensive, and, were there
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professional estimates used to derive at the figure stated?

(a). Mr. Chakamian answered that the office would
be in the o0ld store room next to the kitchen. The figure used
was not derived through professional estimates. Expenses that
would be invelved are paneling, carpeting, furmiture, etc.

(b). Father Kalayjian commented that he had had a
verbal commitment from a professionmal at $1,300,00.

(6). Mr. McOmber wanted an explanation of the $1,500.00
for recreational facilities,

(a). Mr. Chakamian said they had the youth in mind
building them an outdoor basketball, tennis and volly ball
courts, and, perhaps an indoor lounging area.

(b)., WM¥rs. N. Dadourian said that recreational facil-
ities of this sort at present, were not necessary.

(7). Mr. McOmber made a motion to accept the budget as
presented except for the last two items - the parking lot and
recreational facilities. Tonies for these last two items should
only be spent if we are sure can affort it,

(3). Mrs. Chakamian showed concern for the $3,900.00 the
women had just given the Parish Council for the parking lot.
Mr. Elian said not to worry it would be properly handled.

(9). Mr. Bulbulian said that during 1974 only 50% of the
members supported the church financially. There were thirty
families who could well afford to make contributions equal to
that of supporting families, but their total contribution never
excelled the sum of 25¢ per week, which is less than our Sunday
School children contribute regularly. If everyone takes equal
responsibility there can be no problem of maintaining a decent
budget.

A short discussion went on about fund raising.

(10). Mr. J. Chakamian made a motion to increase mem-
bership fees from $12.00 to $52.00 per year. Mr, A. Gokberk
seconded the motion. Father Kalayjian gave a very good explan-
ation of what all this really meant. The motion was voted on
and defeated.

(l11). Mr. Mamourian rade a motionm to raise the membership
dues to $52.00 but do away with the pledge system. It was
seconded, voted upon and defeated,

(12). Mr. J. Solakian made a motion to raise the dues to
$40.00, 1t was seconded, voted on and defeated.

(13). Mr. Kaiserian made a motion to find out if the
members "do or do not want the membership dues raised.”™ The
motion was seconded and voted upon. It was decided the mem-
bership dues should stay at $12.00 a year.

(14). Mr. McOmber's motion was voted upon and passed.

(15). Mr. Kaiserian made a motion to get a mortgage.
on the church so that we could finish the parking lot. The
motion was not seconded.



Proposals

A. The five resolutioms recommended in the annual report book
which follow were voted upon and approved.

1. The Nominating Committee be composed of Five (5) members
insteal of the Three (3) as it is at present.

2. At the close of the Annual Meeting of the General Assembly,
same shall be recessed and reconvened, under the same officers,
at least twice a year; once on a Sunday in May, and once on a
Sunday in September, as said officers may determine by notice
mailed to each member at least two weeks in advance of said
meeting.

3. All meetings of the Parish Council shall be open and the
members of this Church shall have the right to attend such meetings
and be given reasonable opportunity to express their views on any
issue that may come before such meeting.

4, Notice of any meeting of the Parish Council shall be given
to each member in advance by publication in the Gantegh and a copy -
affixed to the Bulletin Board in the Church hall together with '
a copy of the agenda to be discussed at such meeting.

All regulatory resolutions and resolutions of general interest to
the general membership passed by the Parish Council shall be
published in the manner set forth hereabove.

5. A rotating Committee shall be established under the direction
of the Parish Council, whose function shall be to take inventory
of all tangible assets belonging to the church, preserve and
safe-guard same and keep proper records thereof giving sufficient
description to identify each item and the date and the name and
address of the person or persons from whom such item was acquired.

Such committee shall consist of 3 persons and when first established,
the person receiving the highest votes shall serve for a period

of 3 years, and the person receiving the next highest votes shall
serve for 2 years and the person receiving =Zhe thilvd hizhesh woizos
ttall serve for 1 year. At each annual meeting of the General
Assembly thereafter, one person shall be elected to fill in the

vacancy caused by the person whose term shall have expired.

(1). Members of committee referred to in resolutiom #5 will
be elected at the next Parish Assembly meeting.

New Proposals

A. A proposal was presented by the Parish Council, dated 12/74,
which had not been printed in the report book, stating that the
church should purchase a car for its use and pay for all maintenance,
service, insurance, etc.
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(1). Discussion followed, mostly against going into such
an expense at this time.
(2). The proposal was voted upon and defeated.

01d Business

A. Mr. Kaiserian explained there were some typing errors in the
Sunday School Financial report . . Gomidas lecture should read
$200.99. Balance on savings account should read $738.09,

Election of Diocesan Delegate, Auditing Committee and Nom-

inating Committee continued

A. Ballots were printed now and were passed out by the Nom-
inating Committee and helpers and votes cast and ballots
returned.

B. Results of this election were tallied on the blackbhoard.
C. Election results were as follows:

(l). Diocesan Delegate: Mrs. V, Dedeian 6, Miss Mary W_Wf
Ana Tutunjian 3, Mr. J. Chakamian 15, *Mr. Alex Mamourian 23, A
Mr. Hagop Alexanian 4.

(2). Nominating Committee: #*Mrs. Mary Bahaduriam 44, *Mrs.
Hermine Karakashian 48, Mrs. Siranoush Najarian 5, *Mrs. H.
Pacradouni 37, Mrs. Mary Poosikian 14, Mrs. A. Varianm 22, #*Mrs.
V. Zadikian 34, Mr. John Pehlavanian 18, *Mrs. Angel Elian 35.

(3). Auditing Committee; Dr. George Chookazian 14, %Mr.

Vincent Karakashian 42, *Mr. Alex Mamourian 40, *Mr. Richard
¥cOmber 28, Mrs. V. Zadikian 13, Mr. John Pehlavanian 15.

Closing

A. A motion was made to recess the meeting and it was seconded 3
and voted upon. HMr. Elian declared the meeting recessed at 8:00
P.M. to be reconvened on a date to be announced.

B. No closing prayer was made as scheduled on the agenda.

(A later count revealed that 51 persons out of the 81 had re-
mained throughout the entire meeting).

Respectfully Submitted,

[ zd,, \// &gfﬁeaxi/

Mrs. Araxy Gokberk, Secretary

r
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Mr. B. Elian, Chairman of the
Parish Assembly

Fr. V. Kalayjian P®ast r Pr i~



PARTSH COUNCIL MEETING OF ST. MARY'S CHURCH
Emmw’ N. J‘

: A Parish Council meeting was called on January 7, 1976 for the interim
Council. The meeting was held at the home of our Chairman John Chakamian.

Those present: Jack Antreassian, John Kaisarian, Zareh Manigian,
Mary Ann Tutunjian, John Pehlevanian, John Chakamian.

Not Present: Mary Hachigian who had given notification she would
not be present due to a union meeting, and Barkev Elian who did not
notify us.

The meeting convened at 8:10 and John Chakapiap_led us in prayer.
Mr. Chakamian presided over the meeting. Mary Ann Tutunjian took the
minutes in lieu of Mary Hachiglan's absence.

First on the agenda was to notify all members of our ratification
by mailing copies of the Primates December 29, 1975 letter, to all members.
John Pehlevanian had run off 120 coples which were addressed that evening.

Correspondence read: the next meeting will be held at 7:00 P. M.
on January 8, 1976 at the church with Judge Najarian presiding. Only
those invited would attend. This being the 1975 Parish Council and
the interim Council. It also was mentioned that a letter of December
29, 1975 telling af the coming Parish assessments. &lso, two letters dated
January 2, 1976 from the Primate as reminders to check with the town
licensing bureau of the procedures complying with the marriage bureau,
the other a reminder of the Requiem Service for Deceased Primates.

: Mr. Chakamian stated that all existing committees are dissolved

re: the Primates directive. The following new committees were to be
recommendated and established:

1. Maintainance of building and grounds

2. Altar Guild

3. Budget and Finance

L. Publication

5. Education (Armenian School and Sunday School)

6. Ways and Means (Fund Raising)

7. Stewardship Committee |

8. Youth Group

It was stated by Mr. Chakamian that the Women's Guild recently elected
executive board was to be ratified by the Parish Council. Also, that the

minutes from that meeting were sent to the Primate.

At this time the only Church body the Primate and Council will recognize
is the appointed Parish Council.

- 1 e A
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% SUGGESTIONS were than given by Mr. Chakamian and from the Council for
‘534 members to the following committeess

1. Maintainance (Bldg. & Grounds)
Setrak Tutunjian (Chairman)
Andrew Rivas, Kevork Christophoria.n, Levon Hekemian

2. BUILDING
Andrew Rivas (Chairman)
Hriar Hovnanian, Zhorab Ghazarian, Berge Boutchakjian

It was thought to be in the best interest to separate the Grounds and the
Building committees. John Kaisarian asked if the grounds committee would
include the parking lot. Mr. Chakamian stated to the affirmitive. Mr.
Kaisarian stated the lot was in need of the parking lines as this was a
city ordinance.

3. ALTAR GUILD

Mrs. A. Varian ( Chairwomen)

Mrs. Zevart Hovnanian, Rumson, N. J., Mrs. Linda Kondakjian.
Mr., Chakamian stated that these fine and gracious ladies have accepted.
It is the understanding that they are to work with the jurisdication of
Der Hayr.

L. _Budget and Finance: The question was raised by Mr. Antreassian
of what and whom would the committee consist of? Who should and would
make up the budget? Was the treasurer to be on the committee? Mr.
Antreassian stated how he felt a budget committee should function. Among
his recommendations were that the treasurer should not collect the
monies in church, but not to have the Parish Council do it either, that
is to pass the plate. It was suggested that the parishoners should
have the chance to partic pat.o ‘e:1 the name date of their given name
on that Saint's day. ‘We.thought hia a nice idea,

m.tan and Virginia Meun (co-cha:l.rmm)
Gladys Semon, John Pelevanian, Carl Kaisarian, Der Hayr.

6. EDUCATION COMMITTEE: (Armenian School and Sunday School)
“Hermlana Karakashian ( Sunday School)
Zibelle Sahagian (Armenian School) and the Yeretzgin

2.



Mr. Chakamian suggest as chairman for the Educational Committee
Mr. Megiderchian of Englishtown, N. J.

7. STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE:
This was suggested to be set up to have a flow of money coming into
the church. It was suggested that at least $1.00 per week be recommended.

Mr. Kaisarian interjected that he was aware of a newly formed
corporation which would perhaps hinder our receiving the treasury monies.

The STEWARDSHIP committee:

Hourant Karkashian and Hriar Howvnanian.
Mr. Kaisarian felt that "both sides" should be rep resented and Mrs.
Mary Bahadourian was added.

Since the above partles reside in Monmouth county we felt Ocean
County should have a represetation also.
Suggested: Sarkis Dadourian, Haurant Karkashian, ILouise Hovsepian.

Mr. Antreassian suggested we should of course have a preliminary
meeting prior to our attending homes and receiving the stewardship pledges.

8. WAYS AND MEANS
Mr. & Mrs. Avedis Gokberk (Roxy) (co-chairman)
George Kazanjian, Mr. Vahe Aramian, Mary Poosikian

9. YOUTH GROUP

The Parish Council will fully cooperate with the youth group as
to their needs. The group:. feels they need the strong leadership of
their past leaders Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Voskian. Mr. Chakamian will contact
them. A motion was made and passed. It was also suggested that counselors
from outside churches to be contacted to give us ideas.

The council will meet with the group within the next 30 to 60 days.
Eddie Kaisarian of Bethlemhem, Penn. chairman of the ACYOA was mentioned as
perhaps being able to guide the group.

If the Voskians did refuse Mr. Michael Gorra and Dr. Steve Checkosky
we"suggested .

The ratification of the newly elected members of the Women's Guild
were given and the Women"s (Quild executive meeting report of January 7, 1976
was read as anotated by Mr. Chakamian who was invited to attend by Mrs.
Tashjian the chairman. The following ladies are on the board: Mrs. A. Tashjian,
Mrs. FRose Sabonjian, Mrs. S. Najarian, Mrs. B, Lambie, Mrs. H. Karakashian,
Mrs. Mary Poosikian, Miss Mary Ann Tutunjian, Mrs. Geneve Chakamian, Mrs.
Ann Hagopian. Upon reading the minutes of Mr. Chakamians observation it
was asked by Mr. Pelevanian to table the ratification of the existing body
of the Women's Guild. Mr. Chakamian stated he would contact Mrs. Tashjian
chairman as to the move. .

Mr. Zareh Manigian had a monetary report to make. He had in his possession
$27L.00 in checks and ¢wash which had been handed to him through various
channels over the holidays.

It was suggested that Mr. Manigian become treasurer and John Pelevanian,
Vice-Chairman.
30
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A checking account would be opened in the Central Jersey Bank at
Freehold, N. J. with the following signatures: John Pelevanian, Zareh
Manigian, John Chakamian. These names were mentioned as to the proximity

of the. homes.of Mr. Manigian and Mr. Pelevanian. The cards were filled
out and signed immediately.

We will hold our Parish Council meetings twice a month on Wednesday
nights. Our next meeting will be Wednesday January 21, 1976.

Mr. Chakamain will have an agenda prior to each meeting, and if
any items are to be added to please contact him.

Mr. Kaisarian wished to discuss the lock and key situation in our

church which has been a difficult problem. Upon some discussion we tabled
it until another date.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 P. M.

Regpectfully submitted
&A{M o~

Mary mn Tutunjian ‘ .

Corresponding Secrary )

s Clokancans
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After receiving the Primatet!s letter dated 12-29-75,
appointing me as chalrmen of the Parish Council, I took it
upon myself to call Mr, Barkave Elian on Saturday, January
3, to ask him for the Church books to be audited and pre-
pared, to be turned over to the newly appointed Parish Council.

During our teleppone conversation, Mr. Elian did tell
me that the majority of people did not recognize the Diocese
Council and Primate's authority to suspend a duly elected
administration, and there was no precedent nor anything in
the Bi~laws that would substantiate that decision; and that
the only way he would turn over the books and funds would be
to a court eppointed arbltrator, or a court order, because
28 far as he was concerned, they were democratically elected,
and that the Diocesan Cotincil's decision had no bearing on
it at al1l1l, I told Mr, Elian to consider what he had said,
and that I would see him in church the next day.

Sunday after Badarak, I spoke with Mr., Elian, and he
repeated to me what he had said on the telephone the previocus
day, and stated again that it would take a court order, and
that he was goling to ignore the decision of the Primate and
Diocesan Council,

S8ince that time, many members of the Parish have made
contributions to the Church and the newly appointed adminis-
tration, and it is m¥y decision to open up a temporary bank
account to deposit such monies, snd substantiate each and

every contribution.
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- Also since that tine, I aqked Fr. V. Kalayjian to pick
up nnil d&ily at the poat otficc box, and at his convanienee

‘to deliver suﬁh nnll “to- !B., :

~ On Tuesday evcning, January 6, T gas invited by the

:Chairnan of the Women's Guild, Mys, Arousiag Tashaian, to

attend,the-executive counittcd meeting, and address the

\‘”:éxecutiV¢ body and notify them of the retification of their
' election. The meeting was achedulcd]téfttnri’ax 7130 p.m,

éndfmhgh'té my astonishment, Mrs,. Hermine Karakashian and

1Krs."30atrice Lambie disgracefully disrupted the‘start of

tha mesting, by atating that they did not recegnixe John

VChakanian as the appointed Parish CQuneil chairman, nor did

they recognize the Pwimate and Diccgsan Council's decision

‘snd 1in the pursuing time, after listening to their ugly ac-

" cusations, and diserdériy and dhchfistian 1ike conduct, I

requested from Mrs, Tashdian, that the naeting be suapanded. o

urs. KarakashianAand Mrs, Lanbie ‘made reference to the

~ Diocesan Council and Primate as "Hho the hell are they" to
suspend and re-apﬁ&iﬁtineu Parish Council members, because

1t was their interpretation that they had no‘ right under

the Bislaws,

And beCause of the total angered atmosphere and less

| .'tnan Christian spirit, especially by the two sbove mentloned
‘women, Mrs, Tashdian compliad with my requnst, and the meet~

"ing wes suspended,

The mambera prasent were 8o 1ntorued that I would make
apecial note of tha accurronce, and that I would report my
actions along with theira to the Primata and Dioceaan Counc81,

éx}éf*/CMfé-cmw, S ‘ i
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