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1184 OCEAN AVENUE
ELBERON, NEW JERSEY
Talephone: 2250137

Rev. Vertanes Kalayjien, Pastor

October 3, 1775.

His dminence

Archbishop T. lanoogian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church
Vew York, N.Y.

Serpazan iHayr:

With the date of our meeting with the Diocesan Council getting
closer, I feel I should write to you to bring to your attention and the
Diocesan Council's attention, a few points which require additional clari-
fication and most urgent consideration.

1- The single and most important item concerning me, as the
Pastor of this community is, for the Diocesan Council to recognize the fact that
at the forthcoming meeting I cannot act as the mouthpiece of a sizeable portion
of this community. I never was and I refuse to be implicated as the "leader®
of any portion of this community. During and after the 1975 General Parish
Assembly of our congregation, I was a bewildered witness to a deliberate
attempt on the part of the present officials of the Parish to exclude healthy
and youthful elements from our Parish life, I only sympathized with the
latter to offset the shocking effect of the partisan behavior that was
displayed by the said officials and followers of same, during and after the
Assemblys. Such behavior still continues.

2= TFor the reason stated above and to have such a meeting be

meamingful at all, I respectfully suggest that invitations be extended to:

as lir. John Chakamian, Alternate Diocesan Delegate

be Ir. John Pehlivanian, Alternate Parish Council il.ember

ce Ladies Guild Executive Committee lMembers
These will be a good representation from the leadership of this community.
So that we may be able to achieve a broader understanding of the situation
as compared to my presence alone being interpreted as "Parish Council vs.
Pastor's The community problems are rmch more than the above stateds A
reconciliation of any sort should, respectfully, in my opinion, include the
individuals above so that they may carry the message of understanding to
all concerned.

3= There still remains the thorny question of the Armenian School,
Against the general exhortation given by Your Grace, and against the direct
advice given by Kr. Jack Antreasian to reach a compromise concerning the
appointment of an Armenian School Cormittee, the Parish Council members have



undermined such a possibility bys

a. Terminating the Last Year's Armenian School Committee's
responsibilities without givingrcson or cause to warrant such action.

be Appointing a new Armenian 3chool Committee composed of
five individuals, of which two have declined the nomination. The committee
of three, nevertheless, met last Sunday (Sept. 28,1975) and elected {(with-
out waiting for the appointment of two additional members) its officers;
namely a chairman, Secretary, and a Treasurer, with complete partisan
arrogance. This Committee of Three also decided to do away with the Armen-
ian School held on Saturdays and chose to have only an hour long class on
Sundays, following the Sunday Ichool. Furthermore, the Committee of Three,
against my counsel and advice, refused to consider the preferences of the
students (38 in all) and any of the parents of lzast year's Arwenian 3Ichool.

ce Partly because of the above and along these developm=nts,
the Parents of lgst year's students and the lsst year's Committee have
organized themselves to hold Arxmenian Ichool someplace else and apart from
the Church, again against my counsel and advice. A&lso , they have resisted
pressures brought upon them by respons"ble members of this cormmunity (Messers.
John Chakanlan, John Pehlivanian, Hirsyr Hovnanian and Armen 3ulbulian).
I pray, the widespread belief that this could be the beginning of a division
within this community will not be proven to be true. The division that is
talked about, I might add, is not necessarily along the lines that are
familiagr to us by now.

L= Harrassments and insults directed to those who have paid
their church dues, since January of this year, continuea against the advice
and the directive given by Your Grace. I am snclosing copie< of letters
that have accompanied the revised {(Ly th: Diocesan office) version of the
membership forms. One of these letters was sent to those who were dues
paying members on record by Feb. 16th 1975 Parish Assembly, and the other
was sent to those who have becore dues paying nembers in the months of
danuary threough June of this year. I do not have to elaborate on the effects
of such irritating and irresponsible Dbehavior.

5~ SZome memberscf the Parish Council continue their slanderous
and defaiatorv eﬂw-+o~ﬂ”“ 5ossiwing and accusallons against ne without seek-
ing open undersiarding or expl"nc~ n. Zn agf 7ble cpinion, the nmost im~
portant items for +ho D; an as to establish sone
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