March 21, 1975

Mrs. M. Buchakijian
32 Merion Drive
English Town, W.J. 07726

Dear Mrs. Buchakjian:

We were saddened by your letter of February 24 (post-~
marked March 16), though we were pleased that you were con-
cerned enough to take the trouble to write to us.

We have been made aware of the problem from other =
sources, and are considering an early visit to the parish |
where we may confront the matter directly and personally. |

Your concern with the Church, with the Armenian Schocl
and with our youth generally is altogether commendable, and-
the pain you feel when such good work is frustrated is natd;al
and understandable.

But for us at least, your conclusions do not follow
reasonably. The circumstances you describe should not dis-
courage you from becoming a member of the parish; on the AN
contrary, if the Church has meaning for you, as it obviously -
does, they should prompt you to join right away. No point of '
view, good or bad, prevails automatically; every point of view
must have supporters in order to prewvail. aAnd the Church must
have members, many members, concerned with its well-being, if
it is to fulfill its purpose and achieve its mission. .

Y
i

The occurences at the parish assembly, as you desribe them,
are surely deplorable. We will address ourselves to these.
Meanwhile every parishioner, every member has a place in our
scheme of things. If we renounce this place, if we abandon our
responsibility, for whatever reason, we are all poorer for it.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate :
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