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Dear Delegates: 
, . ., I 

It is with great excitement that I stand before you 
today. As you may recall, last year I addressed you for the 
first time as the Primate of this Diocese. On that o·ccasion 

I announced plans for a new approach to the ministry of 
the Armenian Church of America-an approach which 
would have serious implications to the ACYOA and the 

other programs which affect yourselves and your 
contemporaries. 

The ACYOA as currently constituted has been a strong 
and loyal arm of the Armenian Church for these past 45 
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years. But like any organization, it requires a serious 
reappraisal of its objectives and its administrative 
structure. 

Today, after a year of research and planning, the 

Armenian Church of America is poised on the precipice of 
a bold new undertaking which will reinvigorate its sacred 
service to all her children-not the least of which is the 

constituency represented by this distinguished assembly. 
With your endorsement, the Diocese is prepared to launch 
the first phase of its new Department of Youth Ministry. 

It is of course no secret that the status of its youth has 
been a matter of utmost concern to the membership of the 
Armenian Church. This past spring, at the annual Diocesan 
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Assembly in Tenafly, New Jersey, the subject of youth' . 
constituted a large part of the discussion among· the. 
delegates. Indeed, a special panel was convened to analyze 
this very issue, and a vigorous dialogue ensued among 
clergy, lay people and yout? representatives. 

The topic of young people in the Church was also an 
area of passionate concern among the participants of the 
International Conference of Armenian Clergy, which was 
held in New York this past June. In nearly all facets of its 
mission, and in nearly all of the Armenian communities in 
the diaspora as well as in the homeland, the Church's 

ministry to its up-and-coming generation has em~rged as 
the rallying point for large numbers of our faithful-
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spanning generational and geographic boundaries. 
I should add that of all the dioceses of our Church,_ the 

three Dioceses of the Armenian Church of America seem 
to be in the best position to tackle this issue head on: we 
have the most wide-ranging expertise and the greatest 
resources, including the most promising resource of all­

the vibrant and energetic youth of our very own parishe's. 
Other Armenian communities are looking to us for 
leadership; what we accomplish through the Department 

of Youth Ministry will have repercuss~~ns beyond our 

sho::•; see it, th~~~.,~onentstoour 
project of maintaining the young as a; strong and vital , 
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.. participant 'in the life of the Armenian Church. The first 

requires that we understand the ne~~S,_2L_t!_l~_ypu!_!_S~!._ -- - ----~-~ 

genera tiolh__ 
----~ . 

The basic outlines of each individual human life are 

unchanging-we all go through the same general rites of 
passage on our life's journey. However, we ouglit not to 

be so arrogant as to assume that the particular experiences 
of one generation are simply repeated in the next. 

I don't think that anyone can dispute that both the 

challenges and the opportunities of your contemporaries 
are vastly different from those of your parents and 
grandparents. The Church must be cognizant of both 
ideas: it must take into account the particular strains and 
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possibilities held out by life in this sophisticated, secular, 

fast-paced and even dangerous society, while always 
holding before it the eternal standard of what constitutes 
the character of a Christian in the Armenian sense. 

If the first element is to understand your needs, then 
the se~_Qnd element is to understand your abilities. By this 

---=~ ~--···-· ·--·-·-----
I mean that the Church ought not to take for granted the 

tremendous abilities, drive and experience that young, 
educated Americans bring to everything they do these ~p 

days. In fact we ought to utilize these abilities in ,t1'!i_~ ~ 

project. The direction that our Department of Youth 
Ministry takes will in the profoundest s~nse be a result of 
the effort that you each exert on its behalf. 
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In my experience, the Armenian youth' does not wish 
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to be merely the passive recipient of a program formulated, 
according to what someone else thinks is needful and 
beneficial. Without exception I have found that young 
people in our Church are eager to be on the ground floor 
of any new enterprise-they want to participate in the 

planning, the decision-making and the execution of any 
program. 

A youth ministry in particular demands your 
participation in all stages of its development. I invite all 
of you to be involved in the process-not simply as some 
empty gesture of appeasement, but because each of you 
has something valuable to offer the final product. To this 
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end I have met with many of you over the course of the 

past year, listening to your concerns and ideas about the 
Church and her mission. There is much more still to do, 
and I know that, with God's guidance, you will rise to the 
occasion. 

The thitdelexn.ent that contributes to the overall success --- ~--------

of our plan involves reaching out to those who for a 

variety of reasons have left the fold. Many who have left 
th~·Ch~rch becau·s~ of i~diff~~·~ce ~ay be attracted to the 

idea of this new Department of Youth Ministry. Others 
will come when its programs are fully in place. Still others 
will be harder to recover, for they have already become 
involved in other activities, and have completely lost 
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\ .. c ![h the Church. Once the Youth Ministry 

\ 6rams are off the ground, we must make strenuous 
efforts to reach out to all of these people, and revitalize the 

ranks of the Armenian Church with young and fresh 

members. 
..... 

To be frank, this element of the Youth Ministry program 

has the most far-reaching implications, because it bears 

directly upon the future strength of our Church. In twenty 

years, will the numbers of the Church remain what they 

are today? Or will our parishes be burgeoning with new 

members, who had been attracted to the Church in their 

youth through this very Youth Ministry, and who in full 
adulthood have returned to the ancestral home of their 

faith? 
-9-

Whichever scenario comes to pass, the result is very 

much up to us gathered here now. What we decide over 

the next few days-and what we actually accomplish over 
the next year and beyond-will determine the destiny of 

our Church into the next century. 
Ultimately, the youth movement in our Church cannot 

be an end in itself: in some sense any attempt at a Youth 

Ministry is a kind of preparation for life in the Church and 

in society at large. I think that a legitimate question to ask 

at this point is "What is the purpose for which these young 

people are being prepared?" 
The emphasis we place on the upbringing of our youth 

is not an end in itself. It is a beginning: a preparation for 
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the services they will render in adulthood, a foundation 
for a lifetime of devotion to God. The over arching aim of. 
the Department of Youth Ministry is to fully integrate all 

of our younger generation into the full communion-the 

family-of the Armenian C~urch. 
It is that idea of Family which is most necessary in our 

society today. And it is precisely the family which will be 

the centerpiece for the superstructural department which 

will incorporate the Youth Ministry in its operations. In 

other words, the design is one in which our young people 

are not shunted off in some corner, isolated from the rest 

of Church life, but rather are initiated into the ~rganic 
whole of that life. 
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By focusing on Family Ministry, we hope to bring a 

unified vision and direction to the activities of our Dioc.ese. 

We are fortunate ~thus here the newly-appointed 
director of that · Ministry: the Reverend Father 

Mardiros Chevian. Father Mardiros is no doubt familiar 

to many of you already; as Rector of the St. Nersess 

Seminary he has been instrumental in organizing one of 

our most successful youth programs: the St. Nersess 
Summer Studies Program. 

The St. N ersess Summer program is responsible for 

bringing the excitement and fellowship of the Armenian 

tradition to an entire generation of Armenian young 
people. Many of you assembled here today still harbor 
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·fond memories of summers spent in New Rochelle with 
I 

11Deacon Mike," as Fr. Chevian was called before his 
ordination. Fr. Mardiros is eager to begin work on the 

@rii.ilY and Youth Ministry projects-his enthusiasm is 
quite infectious. 

The related Family and Youth Ministries are only one 

facet of an overall-restrUcturing at the Diocese. One of the 
chief inovations in this restructuring is the establishment 
of an office of 11Chancellor." The man who has been 
appointed to occupy this central administrative position 
is the Very Reverend Father Houssig Bagdassian, who 
will now be the head of all Diocesan departmental 
activities, including the Department of Religious Education 
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and the Armenian Language Lab and Resource Center. 
Again, the idea is to foster unity of vision and continuity 
of action, creating a 11WOven fabric" of ministries and 
services which embrace the entire 11family" of our Church. 

I would also like to introduce to you the Diocesan Vicar 
General, the Very Reverend Father Haigazoun Najarian. 
He will be serving as the liaison between your respective 
parish priests and the Diocese, and is also my own right­
hand man, who represents the Diocese in my absence. 

Each of these priests will be working with you and 
with me in realizing the new Department of Youth 
Ministry, and they each bring strong administrative 
experience, insight and impressive personal dedication to 
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all the projects they .. undertake. They are also. friendly,itl' · 
warm and humorous men who are a delight to work with .. 
I encourage you to introduce yourselves to them as well as 
to myself, and to approach us with whatever suggestions 
and ideas you may have ~or the benefit of the Youth 
Ministry or the Diocese as a whole. 

May I also express my gratitude to this year's ACYOA 
Central Council. Charles, Sara, Lynda, Steve, Suzie and 
Laurie have performed their respective tasks admirably, 

and with the dedication and love which has always been 
the hallmark of the ACYOA. 

All of us assembled here owe a special debt. to Lisa 
Manookian, who after two terms as Central Council 
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Chairman has completed her term of office. Lisa, we have 

been fortunate indeed that for the past four years;,, the 
Central Council has been graced with your diligence, 
efficiency and intelligence. 

Finally, we must bid a fond farewell to Antranig 
Barsamian, who for the past year has assumed the position 
of Acting Executive Secretary of the ACYOA. Antranig's 
enthusiasm for the Armenian Church and her young people 
is a pleasure to behold, and an inspiration·to his fellow 
staff members at the Diocesan Headquarters. He has been 
instrumental in the organizing stages of the Youth Ministry 
project, and I know that he-and all of the outgoing 
officials of ACYOA-will continue to be active among the 
youth of our Church. 
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B~Hore dosing, allow me to draw your attention to 
some special guests who are joining us today. As in past 
ACYOA Assemblies, the youth groups of the Western and 
Canadian Dioceses have sent representatives to these 
proceedings to observe, advise, and otherwise contribute 
to the overall sense of solidarity that pervades the joint 
activitites of the North American Dioceses. I bid 'them 

welcome, and extend my warmest regards to His Eminence 
Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, Primate of the Western 

Diocese, and to His Grace Bishop Hovnan Derderian, 
Primate of Canada. They have bestowed their blessings 
upon our enterprise, and I am grateful for their support. 
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We also have in our midst two young observers from 
the Republic of Armenia: Armen and Lala 
_____ . We have all been astonished by the events 

in the homeland over the past year-and none seem more 

remarkable than the devolpments of the past few weeks. 
The youth of Armenia has played an indespensible role in 
the progress of recent times. These two friends from 

overseas are a touching reminder of our enduring ties 
with Armenia; they are beautiful blossoms from the young 
tree of a free and independent Armenia. 

And so a great task lies before us. Making the dream 
of a successful Youth Ministry a reality will certainly test 
our ingenuity and dedication, but with God's help, we 
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will prevail. I understand that, as we look .. from the · 
precipice out into the unknown, many of you may be. 
apprehensive about this project-not knowing where you 
will fit into the scheme of things, or how the comfortable 
old forms may be changed beyond recognition. 

' 
I want to assure you that nobody will be left out in any 

stage of this Youth Ministry. In fact, the fundamental goal 

of this project is to foster even greater degrees of 
participation from ever-increasing numbers of your peers. 
I think that one of the genuine virtues of the Armenian 
Church is the democratic nature of our decision-making 

apparatus, which offers the chance for a broad spectrum 
of people with an even broader array of interests to be 
involved in the process. 
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As Christ said to His apostles when they expressed 
similar concerns, "In My Father's house there are m,any 
mansions." We might interpret those words as meaning 
that the Church has room for many kinds of people, offers 

many venues for service and participation. You are all the 
beloved sons and daughters of the Armenian Church, and 
she will not forsake you. Regard her sanctuary as your 
home. 

Wear~ each in our own way called to be apostles of 
Christ. This vocation goes beyond any program we might 
develop, or any administrative structure we might erect-' 
it lies at the very heart of the Christian enterprise. The 
apostles were concerned with one thing and one thing 

-2Q-



: ' 
(., ~ 

• a.nJy! proclfliming the truth. They were apprehe~sive at 
first, but when the time came, those apostles pro~laimed 
that blessed truth of the Gospel with a power and boldness 
that shook the foundations of the world. 

As Christians, we must not be afraid to imitate them, to 
accept the responsibilities of our own apostleship. I 

challenge you to speak your minds, to debate and 

deliberate, to convince and persuade your brothers and 

sisters, not just today, not just during this Assembly, but 

whenever you sense that the Armenian Church needs 

your help. Ours is a living Church-not a fossilized relic. 
The active presence of our young generation is the sweetest 
reminder of the vitality and resilience of our faith. 
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May God bless you all, and may he inspire the work of 

this Assembly. 

END 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686.0710 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMATE 

On the occasion of the 45th Anniversary of the Armenian Church Youth Organization of 
America, I extend my warmest greetings and congratulations to all members and alumni of this 
noble and precious organization. 

The world of forty-five years ago heralded uncertain times for our people living in this 
country. The Armenian community as it was then constituted was substantially an immigrant 
population; it was unclear to what extent the unique Armenian identity would survive among the 
new generation of native-born Americans. 

Tiran Srpazan's vision of an Armenian Church Youth Organization was unprecedented, 
and thus experimental. But his hypothesis proved correct: the pride and love with which those 
original ACYOA members embraced their ancient heritage was in no way diminished by their 
dislocation from the motherland. This 45th Anniversary Celebration is evidence that the children 
of those pioneers intend to carry on the beautiful traditions of their ancestors. 

This is all the more poignant in light of the fact that the year 1991 represents the centennial 
of the consecration of the first Armenian Church in America. Today, at the close of an incredible 
century of achievement, there are more than 100 Armenian Churches in this country. 

How appropriate that the ACYOA has chosen to convene their own Anniversary 
Celebration at the site of one of the newest sanctuaries in our Diocese-the St. David Church of 
Boca Raton, Florida. The continued growth and expansion of the Armenian community is a vivid 
sign of life, and testament to that vitality and exuberance for which the ACYOA is our most 
enduring and optimistic symbol. 

It is equally appropriate that you have chosen this occasion to honor two beloved 
supporters of the ACYOA. Edward and Helen Mardigian are dedicated servants of this Church and 
all of her people, but they have always enjoyed a special relationship with the Armenian youth. 
Their enthusiasm and generosity on behalf of projects to educate and unite young Armenians has 
benefited your entire generation. 

May God bless you all, and may you continue to honor His Name with the zeal and 
faithfulness of your forefathers. 

27 January, 1991 

With prayers, 

Bishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 



January 8, 1991 

PRIMATE'S MESSAGE 

It is al•ays a pleasure for me to know that young Armenians are 
together once again for the happy combination of sports and Christian 
fellQWship. 1 would have liked very much to be with you to watch the 
athletic games and the educational competition which I was gratified 
to see included in the weekend's acti\lities. 

People are always fond of saying that youth are the future of 
the Church. But the Armenian Church is one big family and e'\lery 
moment of life is precious to it. You are the energy and imagination 
of today's church and as such a vital part of its everyday life. 

I look fot•ard to working with you to not only build the Arme­
nian Church but to help you build a strong personal faith as •ell. 

God bless you and keep you strong. My prayers and blessings 
for a successful weekend. 

With prayers, 

Bishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMATE 

On the occasion of the 21st Annual Sports Weekend of the Armenian Church Youth 
Organization of America, I extend my heartfelt greetings and congratulations to the ACYOA 
and its entire membership. 

In the United States, it is customary to regard a twenty-first birthday as a watershed in 
the life of the individual: it marks an initiation into the full rights and privileges of the 
community-at-large, and a concomitant broadening of the scope of responsibilities one bears in 
the society. 

And so it is fitting that, as we gather for this 21st Sports Weekend, the ACYOA itself is 
about to cross its own threshold of maturity, as the Diocese of the Armenian Church of 
America embarks upon an ambitious project to revitalize its entire mission to our youth, to 
young adults and to the families which provide the bedrock for the life of the Church. 

Throughout the past year, I have consulted in both formal and informal settings with 
your peers, with ACYOA leaders, with clergy and Diocesan delegates to discuss the strengths 
and weaknesses, the requirements and possibilities of the various organizations which cater to 
the youth of our Diocese. Through this dialogue, the plan for a new Department of Youth 
Ministry began to take shape-a blueprint which builds upon the vibrant successes of the past, 
while meeting the needs of contemporary youth and young adults. 

This Assembly and sports competition at the St. George Church of Hartford-which 
have brought together so many young Armenians from across the Diocese-is a vindication of 
our efforts to revitalize the Church's mission to her posterity. And your own continual 
acceptance of the mantle of responsibility is a ringing endorsement of your enthusiasm for the 
faith of your fathers and mothers. 

Indeed, in Armenian communities around the world-in the homeland as well as 
throughout the diaspora-our people are experiencing the thrill of rediscovering our singular 
Christian heritage. Satisfying this spiritual hunger is a mighty task for the Church, but the 
participation and devotion of your generation will invigorate this mission. I encourage each 
and all of you to seize a role in this historic enterprise. 

The torch of our ancestral faith has been passed to you, the latest generation of 
Armenians. All of the hopes and prayers of your elders are with you, as together we prepare to 
enter an exciting new chapter in the history of the Armenian Church of America. 

July 1991 

With prayers, 

Bishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 
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MESSAGE TO 1991 ACYOA ASSEMBLY 

Dear Delegates: 

It is with great excitement \that I stand before you 

today. \As you~ recall,\last year~ .c!.fldres~d you
1
for the 

first time1as the Primate of this Diocese.l On that occasion~ 
I announced plans1for a ~w approach to the ministry of 

the Armenian Church of America-tan approach\ which 

would have serious implications to the ACYOA\and the 

other programs I which affect yourselves 1 and your 

contemporaries.\ "' 
The ACYOA as currently ~~1has been a strong I 

and loyal arm of the Armenian Church)for these past 45 
~e.cd'S., 
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~s. But like any organization,\it requires a serious 

re~ppraisal of it;" objectives[ and its administrative 

~ 
Today, J after a year of research/ and plannin~, 1the 

Armenian Church of America is }t6i~~d on the ~tic/pice of 
. . . r ~. f. t ilt)" Y s u • 

a bold new undertakmglwhtch wlll remvtgora e 1ts sacred 

service to all her childrenfnot the least of which is the - . 
constituency represented by this distinguished assembly. f 
With yQ_ur endorsement,\ the Diocese is prepared to launch 

the first phase of its new Department of Youth Ministry.f 

It is of course ~ secret\that the status of its youth\has 
been a matter of utmost concern to the membership of the 

Armenian Church\ This past spring, \at the annual Diocesan 
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Assembly in Tenafly,\New Jersey,~ the subject of youth/ 
constituted a large part of the discussion 1 among the 

delegates. \Indeed,~ special panel was convened to analyze 

this very issue,\ and a vigorous dialogue ensued' among 

clergy,\lay people\ and youth representatives.; 
The topic of young people in the Church was also an 

area of passionate concern among the participants of the 

International Conference of Armenian Clergy,\which was 

held in New York this past June.J In nearly all facets of its 

mission,~nd in nearly all of the Armenian communities in 

the diaspora/ as well as in the homeland,/ the Church's 

ministry to its up-and-coming generation has emerged as 

the rallying point for large numbers of our faithful-
f~L 
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spanning generational) and geographic boundaries./ 
I should add)that of all the dioceses of our Church/the 

three Dioceses of the Armenian Church of America} seem 

to be in the best position to tackle this issue head on:f we 

have the most wide-ranging expertise ;and the greatest 

resources,fincluding the most promising resource of an+ 

the vibrant~nd energetic youth of our very own parishes.J 
Other Armenian communities are looking to us for 

leadership±· hat we accomplish through the Department 
t l" ~c t ~""'",.r-<. .. 

of Youth inistr~ will have repercussl'Cms beyond our 
shores. ~'-"' <t ( f ~-1..0--"'-

f'oS ,.tate<- 0 '-( 
As I see it~ there are three important components to our 

project of maintaining the young as a strong\ and vital 
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participant in the life of the Armenian Church. JThe first/ 

~s1 that we understand the needs of the younger 

generation. \ 
The basic outlines of each individual human life are 

unchanging-we all go through the same general rites of 

passage on our life's journey.] However,jwe ought ~t to 

be so arrogant as to assum~that the particular experiences 

of one generation are simply repeated in the next. 

I don't think\that anyone can dispute/ that both the 
challenges and the opportunities of Y.Our contemporaries, 

are vastly different from those of your parents and 

grandparents-\ The Church must be !C:~J{icl~f of both 

ideas:~t must take into account the particular strains and 
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possibilities hel{!9ut by life in this sophisticated,) secular,/ 

fast-paced j and even dangerous society,) while always 

holding before it1the eternal standard of what constitutes f 
the character of a Christi~n/in the Armenian sense. 

If the first element is to understand your needs, lthen 

the second element is to understand your abilities. \By this/ 

I mean jthat the Church ought not to take for granted the 

tremendous abilities,J drive and experience that young,( 

educated Americans bring to everything they do these 

days.( In factf we ought to utilize these abilities in this 

project. \ The direction( that our Department of Youth 

Ministry takeS! will in the profoundest sens' te a result of 

the effort\. that you each exert on its behalf.l 
~"' i-6{~ 
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In my experience, \the Armenian youth] does not wish 
to be m~f~ly the passive recipient of a program formulated 

according to what someone else thinks is needfu¥ and 

beneficial.\ Without exception I I have found/ that young 

people in our Church are eager to be on the ground floor 

of any new enterprise-they want to participate in the 

planning, }he decision-making;and the execution of any 

program.\ 

A youth ministry in particular 1 d~ds your 

participation in all stages of its development.j I invite all 

of you\ to be involved in the)'rocess-J-:not simply as some 

empty gesture of a~tfe\.~~~ent,\ but b~ause each of you 
has something valuable to offer the final product. (To this 
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end\ I have met with many of you over the course of the 

past year,)listening to your concerns and ideas about the 

Church)and her mission.\ There is much more still to do, ( 

and I know that~'with God's guidance1 you will rise to the 
occasion.\ 

The third element\that contributes to the overall success 

of our plan) involves reaching out to those [who/ for a 

variety of reasonsjhave left the fold.) Many who have left 

the Church because of indifference\may be attracted to the 

idea of this new Department of Youth Ministry.] Others 

will come when its programs are fully in place. \Still others f 
will be harder to recover,\ for they have already become 
involved in other activities,\ and have completely lost 
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contact with the Church.! Once the Youth ~i.Ili~!ry 
programs are off the ground, )we must make strl:rt\10"JSft 

efforts1to__!each__gut to all of these people,jand revitalize the 

ranks of the Armenian Church with young\ and fresh 

members.~ 
To be frank,\ this element of the Youth Ministry program I 

has the most f~r-reaching implications,\ because\ it bears 

directly upon the future strength of our church~ In twenty 

years, \will the numbers of the Church remai~jwhat they 

are today? ( Or,will our parishes be brlf/e~£1~~with new 

members,j who had been attracted to the Church in their 

youthjthrough this very Youth Ministry~ and who in full 
adulthood have returned to the ancestral home of their 

faith? 
-9-
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Whichever scenario comes to pass, \he result is very 

much up to us/ gathered here now.\ What we decide over 
the next few days-and what we actually accomplish over 

the next year and beyond-will determine the destiny of 

our Church into the next century. 

Ultimately,)he youth movement in our Church cannot 

be an end in itself:\in some sensejany attempt at a Youth 

Ministry is a kind of preparation for life in the Churclyand 

in society at large.[ I thin¥ that a le~itimate question to ask 
at this point is "What is the purpose for which these young 

people are being prepared?" 

The emphasis we place on the upbringing of our youth! 

is ~tan en<frin itself.( It is a beginning: f preparation for 
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the services they will render in adulthood,Ja foundation 

for a lifetime of devotion to God.} The over arching aim of 

the Department of Youth Ministry1is to fully integrate all 

of our younger generationJinto the full communion-the 

family-of the Armenian Church. J 

It is that idea of Eamily'jwhich is most necessary in our 

society today. )And it is preciselytthe family which will be 

the centerpiece for the superstructural department/which 

will incorporate the Youth Ministry in its operations./ In 

other words, !he design is one in which our young people 

are not shunte~ff in some corner,\isolated from the rest 

of Church life,\but rather are initiated into the organic 

whole of that life. 
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By focusing on Family Ministry, \we hope to bring a 
unified vision and direction to the activities of our Diocese. ( 

We are fortunate to have with us here the newly-appointed 

director of that F~~ Ministry: the Reverend Father 

Mardiros Chevian. Father Mardiros is no doubt familiar 

to many of you already; as Rector of the St. Nersess 

Seminary}he has been instrumental in organizing/ one of 

our most successful youth programs:} the St. Nersess 

Summer Studies Program.) 

The St. Nersess Summer program is responsible for 

bringing the excitement/and fellowship of the Armenian 

tradition\ to an entire generation of Armenian young 

people.\ Many of you assembled here todaylstill harbor 
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fond memories of summers spent in New Rochelle with 
"Deacon Mike," as Fr. Chevian was called before his 

ordination. J Fr. Mardiros is eager to begin work on the 

Family .11 arliouth Ministry projectsfhis enthusiasm is 
. . Vtf~ p \: 1 C'-<-qmte u\J ecfi us. 

The related Family and Youth Ministries are only one 

facet of an overall restructuring at the Diocese.) One of the 

chief inovations in this restructuring)is the establishment 

of an office of "Chancellor." j The man\ who has been 

appointed to occupy this central administrative positior{ 

is the Very Reverend Father Houssig Bagdassian,f who 

will now be the head of all Diocesan departmental 

activities1ncluding the Department of Religious Education 
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and the Armenian Language Lab and Resource Center.( 

Again, )the idea is to foster unity of vision Jand~ 
of action, \creating a "w~-dJi\ fabric" of ministries and 
services which embrace the entire "family" of our Church. { 

I would also like to introduce to you the Diocesan Vicar 

General,\ the Very Reverend Father Haigazoun Najarian.{ 
He will be serving as the liaison between your respective 

parish pri~sts and the Diocese,jand is also my own right­

hand man,\who represents the Diocese in my absence. ( 

Each of these priests will be working with you and 
with me in realizing the new Department of Youth 

Ministry,l ~nd they each bring strong administrative 
experience,\insight and impressive personal dedication to 
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Gof' ~ ~1 ~{-- 6W­
~\£L ~~~rt 

all the projects they undertake./ The;~ afso friendly, 1 ~ 
warm)and humorous men ~ho are a delight to work with.\ ~~ 
I encourage you to introduce yourselves to them as well as CtvM 
to myself, \md to approach us with whatever suggestions 

and ideas you may have for the benefit of the Youth 

Ministry ~r the Diocese as a whole./ 

May I also express my gratitude to this year's ACYOA 

Central Council. Charles, Sara, Lynda, Steve, Suzie and 

Laurie have performed their respective tasks fd'~fJbi)/, J 

and with the dedication and love/which has ~s beenl 

the h~llmark of the ACYOA. / 

All of us assembled here/ owe a special debt to Lisa 
Manookian,) who after two terms as Central Council 
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Chairman has completed her term of office.{Lisa,jwe have 

been fortunate indeed/ that for the past four years,} the 

Central Council has been graced with your diligence, f 
efficiency ~nd intelligenf~· \ 

Finally, \we must "b7id a fond farewell to Antranig 

Barsamian, \who1for the past year has assumed the position 

of Acting Executive Secretary of the ACYOA.~ Antranig's 

enthusiasm for the Armenian Church~nd her young people I 

is a pleasure to behold, )and an inspiration to his fellow 

staff members at the Diocesan Headquarters.j He has been 

instrumental in the organizing stages of the Youth Ministry 

project,\ and I kno~ that he~and all of the outgoing 
officials of ACYOA-twill continue to be active among the 
youth of our Church. 

-1ll-



Before closing,~ allow me to draw your attention to 

some special guests who are joining us today.( As in past 

ACYOA Assemblies,jthe youth groups of the Western and 

Canadian Dioceses have sent representatives to these 

proceedings to observe,\advise,\and otherwise contribute 

to the overall sense of solidarit~ that pervades ~~e joint 
activitites of the North American Dioceses./ I bidy..them 

welcome~ and extend my warmest regards to His Eminence 

Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, Primate of the Western 

Diocese,\ and to His Grace Bishop Hovnan Derderian, 
Primate of Canada.\ They have bestowed their blessings 

upon our enterprise, ~nd I am grateful for their support. 
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We also have in our midst two young observers from 

the Republic of Armenia: Armen and Lala 
______ . We have all been astonished by the events 

in the homeland over the past year-and none seem more 

remarkable than the devolpments of the past few weeks. 

The youth of Armenia has played an indespensible role in 

the progress of recent times. These two friends from 

overseas are a touching reminder of our enduring ties 

with Armenia; they are beautiful blossoms from the young 

tree of a free and independent Armenia. 

And so a great task lies before us. Making the dream 

of a succ~ssful1_Youth Ministry a reality will certainly test 
/;:,~ 6~hc~pv· 

our ingen~ity and dedication, but with God's help, we 
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will r,revail. I understand that, as we look from the 

p~~c1pl~e out into the unknown, many of you may be 

apprehensive abo~t jhis project-not knowing where you 
will fit into the s~h~me of things~ or how the comfortable 

old forms may be changed beyond recognition. 

I want to assure you that nobody will be left out in any 

stage of this Youth Ministry./ In fact,}the fundamental goal 

of this project is to foster even greater degreet of 

participation from ever-increasing numbers of your te~r~. 
I think that one of the genuine virtues of the Armenian 

Church is the democratic nature of our decision-making 

apparatus, which offers the chance for a broad spectrum 

of people with an even broader ~f~t of interests to be 

involved in the process. 
-19-



As Christ said to His apostles when they expressed 

similar concerns, "In My Father's house there are many 

mansions." We might interpret those words as meaning 

that the Church has room for many kinds of people, offers 

many v~~ for service and participation. You are all the 

beloved sons and daughters of the Armenian Church, and 

she will not forsake you. Regard her sanctuary as your 

home. 

We are each in our own way called to be apostles of 

Christ. This vocation goes beyond any program we might 

develop, or any administrative structure we might erect­

it lies at the very heart of the Christian enterprise. The 
apostles were concerned with one thing and one thing 
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only: proclaiming the truth. They were apprehensive at 

first, but when the time came, those apostles proclaimed 
that blessed truth of the Gospel with a power and boldness 

that shook the foundations of the world. 

As Christians, we must not be afraid to imitate them, to 

accept the responsibilities of our own apostleship. I 

challenge you to speak your minds, to debate and 

deliberate, to convince and persuade your brothers and 

sisters, not just today, not just during this Assembly, but 

whenever you sense that the Armenian Church needs 

your help. Ours is a living Church-not a fossilized relic. 

The active presence of our young generation is the sweetest 

reminder of the vitality and resilience of our faith. 
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May God bless you all, and may he inspire the work of 

this Assembly. 

END 
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to all of us who follow Him today.\ Christ was victorious 

over the worst this world had to offer.\ With His help,\we 

~~hall humbly join Him\in victory. ... . 

, Tnir w~e ken~ hu. ~ b eel'\ as p<td~ll ~ fvll.('di, i-1~ 
fov- ML ,\~ 1-f--e.e\ \1-h"'t I ~~ve N .. c:ew<4 mu~ 
-ftbVV\ 'fk f-clt-.w~hir PJ.Ai1 ~lr~>~w'tij ;t ~oN(. ~~ 
to~~) In re:\vm ,\I Wt~M~1 '10V -h kvJM tW, 
a,~ ~d\.1 ~ ilt" ja~nu~ -e~ f6V l10\Jr ,'v\Jivi~J 
~ ~ /tm >\ rn~ f~e¥S\ ~ l6't{. ~ w~~. 
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v-t-f'c-....-z..~ vt 

Of course, that will demand aFEht:eus work from all of 

our faithful-clergy and laymen, young and old alike. I 

am not afraid to admit that the many projects that lie on 

the horizon present an intimidating prospect. But I al­

ways rediscover courage and conviction when I returxtfne 

eternal truth of our religion, a truth which has been pre­

served in the Gospel accounts of the life of Jesus Christ. 

All we really know about Christ's life on earth is an 

afternoon when He was thirteen, and three years during 

His young manhood. In that brief time, at that tender age, 

He changed the world. By comparison, our task is almost 
~ t} "~) ~ . . . 
tnv1aTiy small, and yet H1s accomphshment 1n the face of 

adversity two thousand years ago holds out hope 
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As you can see, I am sympathetic with this status, with 
the aspirations which inspire you, as well as the appre­

hensions which trouble you. Indeed, I must confess that 
I have a special personal interest in the current and future 

health of your generation. It is that you are the pe6ple 

who will be working with me over the next few years, and 
who ultimately will inherit this Diocese and all its institu­

tions. While I am not sure where my ministry will take me 

in the future, I do know that I love this Diocese and its 

people; it is my honor to play some small role in helping 

it attain its shining potential. 
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e 

I ask you to take on this task from the vantage of a 
leader guiding his flock; but also from the vantage of a 
~Ffde and fellow traveler. You see,twe are in a similar 
predicament,\you and I. \After many years of schooling, 

A.-0:1"tV 
the men and women of your age group are po1sed on the 
' (k;£-
btink of taking on the burden of leadership in the Church 
and in society at large. Likewise, after a long 
journeymanship of service to some of the great princes of 
the Armenian Church, I too have assumed a burden of 
leadership in our community. 
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and elsewhere.] Their distance from the sorrowful past­

indeed their innocence-gave these young Russians the 
fortitude to stand up for their dreams of freedom. 

It has been no different in the streets of Yerevan, where 
your contemporaries are playing a decisive role in deter­

mining the fate of our homeland. And I know that, in a 

similar way, the young Armenians in America can .£9n­

tribute to the resolution of the unity issue. 
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M +t..t c..a 1M. ~ t\ M. e. 
ButiiR~ your generation has come of age-a genera­

tion which is distant enough from the original causes of 
J 'v '), 

the -split
1 to work out a charitable reconciliation. It re-

minds me of a comiBent made during the height of the 

Soviet coup d'etat by a Russian journalist, when he was 

asked how to account for the fact that-perhaps for the 

first time-the people were not intimidated by the brutal 

might of the Soviet military. 

He replied that during the course of the past few years 

of relative freedom, a new generation of Russians had 

emerged, who had~ liberty, and had only~ tales/ 

about the brutalities of the Communist regime,( and sol 
were not impressed with the show of force in Red Square 
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Thanks to the incredible political developments going 
on in Armenia herself, the external political reasons for 
our division have been virtually eliminated.jBut stil1 We:-­
.seem ng cleser te fttllttnity. 1Nay is this? 

I amfro,nvii)ced that the answer has much to do with 
(/sJ,. {.,~If .p.~v~ oY 

human railty. The cluster of issues and events which 

surround the problem of Church division remains a sore 

spot with many of our parishioners even today. Some of 

~~~r ~rand parents were present during the origins of the 
scnl1m, and even for your parents the wounds are too 

close to the surface for the pain to be completely dissi­

pated. 
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I was much heartened to see the Assembly delegates 

express a strong conviction in support of Church unity. 

This conviction is sound and noble, and I am proud 

to see that such weighty matters are on the hearts 

and minds of our young adults. 

However, the way we approach the resolution of 

h .. i 1 1J<Jj1 i h .. t 1s 1ssue s at east as mportant as t e conv1ct1on 

itself. We must chart a path to unity which will not 

create even more division among fellow Armenians of 
~trwv' goodwill--a path which will be immune to the old and 

tired arguments which can alway~e fJlJe~ to obstruct 

our goal. Most of all, we must seek out practical 
Ac. T\JAL..\.1-I I 

solutions , which willAculminate in full Church unity 

i E t,\not solutions which, however well-intentioned, 

can only offer us the token appearance of unity. 
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Having said this,\! would like to ask you to help your 
Church\fo resolve the single issue(which for the past fifty­
eight years \}las stood in the way of so much progressAand 
which~as cast a black shadow over even the successes we 
have attained\! am speakingAof course,~bout the shame­
ful division ~hich exists within the Armenian Church.' 

he disunity o the Church has begotten many senseless 
and tragic results-and none so sad as the fact that dis­
unity has driven many of your peers away from the em­
brace of their ancestral Church. et I firmly believe 
that if the unity issue is to be resolved, it will depend 
precisely upon the activity and charity of your generation. 
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Todayfand in the years to come,~here is vital and noble 
work to be accomplished,lwork\which will requiretall of 
your expertise4ingenuity ~nd courage.j Do not be put off/ 
by the seeming magnitude of these enterpr~se~_j/the same 
blood jthat allowed your .&:andparents to sfJtl into the 
face of death! and~ d~t'fcHib1rl,t/and still survive, i flows 
through your v"lJris today.\ The~e are !!2 obstaclestwhich 
we1as a pe?Ptlelcannotovercome,rnd your generation will 
play the pr~"ifftc;ole in the resistance against those ob-
stacles. 
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you,~nd you enhance that love with all the refined quali­
tiested uca tion, ful tural sop his tic a tion,\prosperi ty i-tha t 
your grandparents would have wished for themselves I 
had circumstances not dictated otherwise. -

In your generation, \many of the dreams of those pio-

neers of 1891/have come true.! That open~u:e3ll sorts of 
possibilitiesfbut it is also a serious responsibility-4-a 
responsibility to utilize your hard-won patrimonytfor the 

goodt ana prosperity of the Church jand heritage your 
ancestors fought so desperately,to preserve.f 

I puzzles me when I read of how many young people 
to be crippled with apathy, aimlessness, 

elf-pity. I do not know how other commu-
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that the Armenian Church in America began with a humble 
c 

wooden structurE1constructe~out of contributions of pen­

nies and dimestall that1our immigrant Armenians could 
afford. 'Our forebears/ had so little

11
in the way of material 

1,.,. ('IVI.-'('Vt!~,.CifJ \ 
resources,\""nly the most rudimentary education; rnd they 
had only a basic mastery of the language of their adoptive 
nation. j 

What they did have')Was a supreme love of their Church 

and heritage,)which inspired them to ever greater heights. f 
Let me say ~{that,[ after having spoken to many of you, 1 
and lookin..,gout upon you now~ can seejthat this sense of 

pious love and devotion\ has in ~ way been diminished [ 

with the passage of generations.\ It is reborn in each of 
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This idea about n~w beginningsjhas been much on my 
mind of late,\ because 1991 ~s the one hundredth 
anniversary of the consecration of the first Armenian 

Church in ~merica:Jthe Church of Our Saviour in Worces­
ter, .~setts.f Your sister parish in Worcester is 
even now preparing for the celebrationjwhich will take 
place in a very few weeksf-on the weekend of September 
21, to be exactfand everyone involved has naturally had 
cause to reflect upon those early Armenian settlers in the 
New World,Jand upon the tremendous progress] which 

f;.'vfl rp(~/j ~c.c 
has ensued in the intetv~ning century. 
, I try to remind myself each morning)fls I loo~ut upon 
the magnificent stone edifice of the St. Vartan Cathedral, 1 
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efforts,1and founded organizations of their own1 such a~ 
theACYOA.1 

But your generationjhas ~t yet1had the opportunity to 
truly found an organizationtto really be on the ground 
floor of decision-making and execution.1 The creation of 
the new Department of Youth Ministry is your golden 
opportunity to make a mark upon posterity. 

I have nothing but admiration for the energy and 
boldness of your generationtof your achievements in 

school,\in the marketplace\and in a host of other activities. I 
What I am asking tonight/ is that/ you take some of that 
drive and zeal) and direct it into the construction of a 
lasting,\ relevant and successful youth ministry for the 
Armenian Church of America. 
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I believeJthat in the years to come,) the good people of 
this Dioceser will E_eme_E.lQ.?r this particular weekend fas 

something of a watershed event1 for it marks1the begin­
ning of a new era in the Armenian Church's ministry to 

her younger generation. ( Earlier this week,! your p~ers 
sitting as delegates ilt the ACYOA National Assembly -

g:v~ _ s-:_r~ou~-~n~id~_at~~-~to a new p~an for a Diocesan 

De partmentofYouth Ministry-a program which will incor.: 

--porate the current youth-oriented services the Diocese 

provides,! while at the same time[ broadening the scope 

and reach/of our entire outh ministr . 

You will be ~arin&.._ more ~out til..!s development in 
the weeks and mo~ a~. Fo~w,Iet me simply say 

-3-



Nevertheless,)! must say\that our hosts for this week­
end-Jthe members of the Hartford Alimenian commu­
nity.l...have made it all look quite Efffg;.tless.1 I salute the 

\ Kevo ,1,1... \ 
heroic efforts of the St. ~e parish, 

1
its pastor the 

Reverend Fr. Yeprem Kelegian,\ the Parish Council, hhe 
ACYOA Central Council~ the organizing committee under 
the chairmanship of Charles Mardirossian and Christine 

Shooshan, and the Sports Weekend Connnittee, all of 

which contributed to the splendid outcome of this evend. 
~--~- -~~ ---- ----- -&r;~t( --- ---- :-______ 

And let us ~t forget the lt'hietes themselves,\ who ; 
I 

whether in victory lor defeatlq~v'· comported themselves 
with sportsmanship and g1ftr!!:ttf~.f All of you\have made 
this ACYOA Assembly and Sports Weekend/a source of 
fond memories for the future. 
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ADDRESS TO THE 1991 ACYOA ASSEMBLY BANQUET 

Reverend Clergy, ACYOA Delegates, Athletes and Friends: 

This annual ACYOA banquetf-and the Assembly/ 

and Sports Compet~tion{ which ~· concludesL~mbodies 
" "1t\-- I . 

the full glorious scope and brea th of the experience of 

the Armenian heritage./ The exuberance of youth/~­
~against the restraint of tradition;} the fflfc~ thrill of 

athletic competitimi~lanc~d against the calm gentleness 

of mutual cooperation;\the joy of reunion 1with seldom­
seen friends/balanced against the the melancholy of say­

ing good-bye for anot~el year.J Hosting this event !!!­
quires a great deal of fi~efs~, \no less than organization,\ 

cooperation and patience. t 
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