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DEDI[ATION 
HE Armenian Church Youth Organization of America in dedicat
ing this book to a beloved church leader, the late Catholicos 
Garegin I, will be paying a humble homage to the great church-

man who for more than half a century untiringly devoted his life, 
energy, and knowledge to the welfare of the Armenian people for the 
advancement of its culture and for the spread of Truth as pro
pounded by the Church which he so devoutly served. 

His Holiness Catholicos Garegin I was ordained into the priest
hood of the Armenian Church in 1897 at Etchmiadzin at the age of 30. 
From this time on we find him buoy at work in the service of his people 
in the capacity of priest, educator, bishop, primate, and catholicos. 
During his early days the church authorities had already recognized 
his abilities and appointed him to the diocese of Tiflis as locum tenens, 
and later he was called to Erivan to become the principal of the 
Armenian SchooL Subsequently, he served as the dean of the Semi
nary at Etchmiadzin and editor of ARARAT, the Armenian church 
periodicaL 

Soon after this period Archbishop Garegin was committed to 
travel through Crimea and Eastern Europe, and finally to the United 
States to revitalize the loyalty of the parishes toward the Holy See 
at Etchmiadzin and to bring financial assistance to the local clergy. 

Meantime, the Armenian Diocese in the United States, though 
free from political upheavals, was in a dormant state and needed the 
revival of its spirit. At this time, to our great fortune, the late Catho
licos of Etchmiadzin appointed Archbishop Garegin as a pontifical 
legate to the Armenians of the United Statef'. It was indeed tht' 
untiring work of this great churchman that revitalized the life of the 
Armenian churches in this country. It was not long before the Armen
ian people in the United States appreciated his administrative and spiri
tual leadership and requested his stay in this country as the Primate 
of the Armenian Church of America. His vast store of knowledge in 
church history, art, and literature hrought inspiration to the parish 
life of every church in America and to their congregations. 

It was a natural sequence, therefore, that when the See of Cilicia was 
left vacant, he was enthusiastically chosen by the delegates to occupy thi• See. 

A C Y 0 A SEVENTH A N N U A 

There are no better words that can sununarize the life of this 
great clergyman and scholar than the words of St. Paul, who said, "I 
have fought the good fight, I have finhhed the race, I have kept the 
faith." Let us therefore how our heads in deep reverence to his living 
spirit. 

GAREGIN I 
Catholicos of the Armenians of Cilicia ("i'J952) 
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1\I:YUJ\ PRJ\ YER 
0 Lord our Saviour Jesus Christ, Who art the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life, give us, the youth of 
the Church of Armenia, we beseech Thee, the wisdom 
to know, to love, and to serve Thee in our personal 
lives and in the corporate life of our Organization. 

Thou that leadest men in thy Way, lead us, thy 
children, that we may be able to serve the Church 
and thy people, with courage and vision, and in the 
faith of our forefathers. Inspire us, 0 Lord, and open 
our eyes to thy light, that we may cherish and profit 
by the heritage which our forefathers have left to us, 
and that we may be aware of our responsibilities as 
citizens of our beloved country. 

Fill us, 0 Christ our God, with thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may be the obedient and unselfish servants of 
the Will of our Heavenly Father, to whom, together 
with Thee and the Holy Spirit, is befitting Glory, 
Dominion and Honor, now and always and unto the 
ages of ages. Amen. 

SEVENTH A N N U A L ASSEMBLY• 

1\I:YOJ\ PLEDGE 
I solemnly promise and declare 

upon my honor, that as a member 
of the Armenian Church Youth 
Organization of America, I shall, to 
the best of my ability, be a faithful 
son of the Armenian Church; shall 
be a devoted upholder of the Armen
ian cultural heritage; shall be a 
loyal citizen of the United States; 
and I shall diligently abide by the 
objects, policies, and decisions of the 
Armenian Church Youth Organiza
tion of America. I shall not strive 
for personal recognition and plea
sure, but will serve our Church, our 
Community, and our Country, for 
the greater glory of God. 

CLEVELAND•OHIO • 
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His Holiness 

KEVDRfi VI 
Patriarch-Catholicos of All Annenians 

Born in Nor Nakhichevan, 1868 

Ordained a vardapet 1913 

Consecrated bishop 1917 

Elected Locum Tenens 1941 

Elected catholicos June 22, 1945 

Anointed catholicos June 24, 1945 
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CENE: Cleveland, Ohio YEAR: 1892 
CHARACTER: Melko Berejik .... 
Cleveland's first Armenian. 

It wasn't until 17 years later, however, 
in 1909, that a true settlement began. 

From the beginning of Armenian col
onization in Cleveland to the present 
time, interest in the religious aspect has 
been high. In 1911, a Cleveland Armen· 
ian church parish was organized. The 
following year Meshag Srpazan held the 
first Divine Liturgy in this city, at Grace 
Episcopal Church on East 91 street. 
During the 1927-28 period, Cleveland 
had a regular parish priest, Father V ahan 
N azaretian, although it had no church. 
During Father Nazaretian's stay, relig
ious activity reached a high point. 
Several clergymen were invited to stay 
in Cleveland during the 1930's but the 
community was never strong enough to 
keep and support one. Neither did 
dreams of purchasing a church ever 
materialize. 

The greatest impetus toward a sincere 
and concerted effort to build a church 
came in 1941. With the warm encourage
ment of the late Catholicos Garegin, who 
was then an archbishop, a Church Pur
chasing Committee was founded. Catho
licos Garegin gave a great moral boost to 
the community, showing his own faith in 

them by donating the initial $50 toward 
the sum for building a church. 

Officers for the first Purchasing Com· 
mittee were Kevork Arslanian, chair· 
man, with Nigol Nigolian, Hagop Achaba
ian, George Panossian, Dick Kilimian 
and Jack Chalabian as comnlitteemen. 

In 1949, under Dikran Garabedian's 
chairmanship, the Council elected a 
second Church Purchasing Committee. 
Souren Aghajanian served as chairman, 
with Kevork Arslanian as secretary, and 
Karekin Demirjian as treasurer. 

After much consideration, the Com
mittee, in 1950, gave its approval on 
a plan to construct a church and a hall. 
A $50,000 campaign was started, and 
$20,000 had been collected when con
struction costs went up and made build
ing supplies scarce. 

Since the last Parish Council took 
office, with Dr. K. K. Goekjian as chair
man, the community has secured the 
privilege of meeting in St. Alban's Epis
copal Church, and has had religious 
services at least six times a year. The 
past few years have been successful ones 
for the Council. V artanantz has been 
celebrated each year. The Council gave 
encouragement to the-~urch choir by 
giving two scholarships to the study sem
inars of th~r~ciation of Armenian 
Church Choirs for two successive years. 

A N N U A L 1\SSEMBLY•CLEVELAND• 0 HI 0. 
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During this time, Cleveland's com
munity had the honor of becoming the 
first to raise its complete quota for the 
Cathedral and Cultural Center now being 
constructed in New York Cleveland ful
filled its $6,000 quota in two years, 
the allotted time being four years. This 
Council has also supported a "Cleveland 
student in the Antelias Theological Semi
nary in Lebanon. 

After a conference with Archbishop 
Tiran during the past Easter season, the 
Parish Council decided to continue nego
tiation for the purchase of St. Alban's 
Episcopal Church. Meanwhile, the Build
ing Committee was authorized to con· 
tinue looking for a lot. Members of the 
present Church Parish Council, who de· 
serve much credit for their efforts, 
enthusiasm and spirit are: Dr. K. 
K. Goekjian, chairman; Hagop Hatcha
dorian, vice-chairman; Khosrov V osger· 
ichian, secretary; Richard Demirjian, 
treasurer. Committee members are Mike 
Chekemian, Hachig Baghdasarian, and 
Paul Apkarian. 

Souren Aghajanian is the present 
chairman of the Building Committee, 
with Kevork Arslanian, secretary, and 
Karekin Demirjian, treasurer. 

Cleveland's ACYOA Chapter was 
founded in 1946, after delegates attended 
the Constitutive Assembly in Providence, 

SEVENTH 

(continued) 

R. T. Ever since 1946, Cleveland has had 
representatives at the ACYOA Assem
blies. ACYOA'ers in Cleveland have 
directed their efforts and talents toward 
increasing the Church Building Fund 
and tried always to abide by the rules of 
a good ACYOA Chapter. 

When Jack Hacherian was chairman 
in 1949, the Cleveland Chapter of the 
ACYOA contributed more than $1,000 
to the Building Fund. Every year pro· 
ceeds from various affairs sponsored by 
the Chapter are donated to this Fund. 
Under Rose Bannaian's chairmanship 
active membership increased to 41; the 
religious and cultural program was en
larged and broadened in scope; and a 
revised Armenian directory was pub
lished. "Firsts" to her credit include a 
club initiation and a set of by-laws for 
the Chapter. Sam Arslanian is incoming 
chairman. 

Cleveland's Church Choir was born 
just four years ago, in 1949. Lillian 
Tookman, who offered her collection of 
records and liturgical music to the group, 
was elected choirmistress. Beginning with 
her were Paul Apkarian, Rose Bannaian, 
Ann Chohanian, Rose Hacherian, Sam 
Mirakian, and Mary V artevarian. About 
two years ago, through contributions, 
$200 was collected to purchase dulmatics 
for the choir members. The 14-member 

choir sings at all the masses held in 
Cleveland. Organist is Louise Kurkj
ian. Mary Vartevarian is treasurer of the 
choir, and Alice Seferian serves as secre
tary. Deacon Margos Demirjian helps to 
familiarize the choir members with the 
liturgical service. A former teacher ex
perienced in musical education, Mrs. K. 
K. Goekjian, is advisor to the group. 

In March, 1948, the present Ladies' 
Auxiliary, with 31 initial members, began 
functioning as a group. Their main pur
pose is a money-raising one, with the 
proceeds being turned in to the Church 
Building Fund. Forming the executive 
body of the Ladies' Auxiliary this year 
are: Mrs. Anahid Aghajanian, president; 
Mrs. Violet Baghdasarian, vice-president; 
Mrs. Nevart Tarkanian, recording sec· 
retary; Mrs. Mary V osgerichian, corres
ponding secretary; and Mrs. Grace 
Arslanian, treasurer. 

One of the newest and most ambitious 
projects on the agenda for Cleveland's 
church activities is the formation of a 
Church School to be held every Sunday 
beginning in September. Plans for the 
project are being made by Mrs. Helen 
Atkian. A Church School Committee 
and several volunteer teachers are help
ing Mrs. Atkian. 

Note; Because of space limitations, many names 
have been omitted. Some dates are approximations. 
In no measure is this intended as a complete history. 
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ARCHBISHOP TIRAN 

SEVENTH A N N U A L 

A M~ssage from Arl:hhishop Tiran 

fl AM GLAD that your chapter~is working diligently for the 
<.j preparation of the ACYOA Annual Assembly. I fer-

vently hope that we shall have a successful Assembly 
and mark another milestone on the road to great achieve
ments in our purposes. The Lord's vineyard needs a great 
many labourers and the ACYOA should inspire the men and 
women in its ranks to become such labourers. 

"The purpose of our Youth Organization is in a sense 
within itself. Its aim is primarily the education of its mem
bers to be good church members, to lift up their hearts, to 
enlighten their minds, and to forge a strong bond of fellow
ship among themselves, so that they can have a fuller spirit
ual life. The success of our Organization should be measured 
by its advancement towards the achievements of these ideals. 
Every little step in this direction taken by any member of the 
ACYOA or by any of its chapters, is worthy of the highest 
praise, and will be rewarded by our Lord and Saviour many
fold in His infinite mercy. 

"I pray for God's blessings upon your work and remain 
with paternal affection," 

ARCHBISHOP TIRAN 

Primate of the Armenian Church 

of North America 

ASSEMBLY•CLEVELAND• 



To You From Us ... WELI:DME! 

© 
LEVELAND's Chapter of the Armenian Church Youth Organiza
tion extends a warm welcome to you- clergy, delegates, and 

guests, to our Seventh Annual Assembly. 

This Assembly is the first to he held in Cleveland . . . "the best 
location in the nation." And our agenda includes many activities de. 
signed especially for you. 

May this Assembly and visit to Cleveland he a highlight in your 
treasure hook of memories. 
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·rhe Apostolicity of 

111---rl HE ONE holy and catholic Church of Christ U is apostolic. That is to say, ever since the 
apostles uf Christ all the orthodox bishops of the 
Church have ordained those who succeeded them, 
the first bishops being the apostles themselves. 
Thus through successive ordinations all the ortho
·dox bishops form a chain of which they themselves 
are, as it were, the successive links. As electricity 
through a wire, the Holy Spirit runs through the 
succession of duly consecrated bishops. 

In the Armenian Church we address our 
bishops as "SRPAZAN". Literally this word means 
"of holy lineage". Every time we address them 
using this woro "srpazan", we refer to the holi
ness of their episcopal dignity and rank. 

The term "apostolic" has another meaning. 
To understand this other meaning we must visual
ize the first group of the twelve apostles as a seed 
out of which grew the Church. Jesus Christ con
tinued to live, after His ascension, in and among 
His apostles. His disciples became, together, the 

p a g e s p o n s o r e d b y h e 

0 A SEVENTH A N N U A 

the Armenian [burch 

body of Christ. Their teachings were according to 
the teachings of Christ because they were inspired 
by the same Holy Spirit. Through the ordinations 
that they performed the apostles gradually ex
panded their group (namely the Church) which, 
with the centuries, reached its present day vast size. 

In both of these meanings the Armenian 
Church is apostolic. Our bishops are the direct 
descendents of the apostles. Christianity was 
brought to Armenia by two apostles: Thaddeus and 
Bartholomew. 

The Patriarch-Catholics of all Armenians is 
the head of the bishops of our Church. Georg VI, 
now reigning in Etchmiadzin, is our l29th patri
arch-catholicos. In the following pages are pre
sented the short biographical sketches of ten of 
our catholicoi who have played outstanding roles 
in the history of our church and people. 

Grateful acknowledgement is due to Mr. Edward Aghajanian 
/or contributing the ten stories appearing in this bQoklet, 

PROVIDENCE CHAPTER OF ACYOA 
·---·----
ASSEMBLY•CLEVELAND•OHIO 
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BOSTON 
CHAPTER 
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SAINT GREGORY THE ENLIGBTENER 302-325 A. n. 

oo WILLED that Christianity be established in the 
land of Armenia through the courage and vision 
of a great saint. This saint was Gregory, known 

by our people through the centuries as "the Enlightener". 
With the king and people that he converted, he built the 
first edifice in the world planned in a way as to serve 
specifically as a church. He called it Etchmiadzin-rnean
ing literally 'the Only-begotten descended'-because Christ 
Himself, the Only-Begotten, had appeared to him in a 
vision and indicated the place where the church was to 
stand. It was a sumptuous edifice. It has undergone several 
alterations but it still keeps its original beauty and is the 
spiritual center of Armenian Christendom. The Catholicos 
of all Armenians resides at Etchmiadzin. There were how
ever short and long periods in our history during which 
the Pontifical See wandered about . . . Thus the history 
of Etchmiadzin tells the history of the Armenian people. 

Christianity was introduced into Armenia long before 
Saint Gregory the Enlightener. Two of the Apostles of 
Christ, Thaddeus and Bartholomew, preached it in our 
land and there they were martyred. They had ordained 
their successors and it was the good fortune of Saint Greg
ory to occupy the episcopal see of Armenia and see Chris
tianity be proclaimed a state religion some fifteen years 
before the same event happened in Constantinople. 

Gregory himself was not born in a Christian family. 
His father was Anak, a man commissioned by the king of 
Persia to perform the sad task of liquidating King Khosrov 
of Armenia who belonged to the Parthian (Parthev) dy
nasty. The king of Persia was of the Sassanid dynasty 
and the rivalry between the two house!'\ was old and intense. 

Anak did manage to assassinate Khosrov but at the 
eost of his own and most of his family's life. His son, 

Gregory, was saved and taken to Caesarea, a center of 
Christian learning. There did Gregory receive his educa
tion. 

In the meanwhile Terdat, the son of Khosrov, had 
likewise been taken away from the tronbled land of Ar
menia, as an infant. He had then gone to Rome to com
plete his military education. Toward the end of the third 
century he was returning to his own country to rnle it as 
its legitimate king. On his way back he met Gregory whom 
he had known before. He was not aware, however, of 
Gregory's identity, nor of his religious convictions. He 
appointed him to the Chancellor of the court. 

In a banquet celebrating his resumption of Armenia's 
throne the king found out that Gregory was a Christian. 
He then knew that he was also the son of his father's killer. 

The many ghastly tortures to which Gregory was sub
jected could not make him change his convictions. He was 
finally thrown into "the Deep Pit in order to become food 
to creeping beasts." But the saint survived with God's 
mercy and the secret help of the king's sister, Hosrovidonht. 

Then the king himself became dangerously sick. His 
sister and others thought of the man in the Pit and of his 
new religion. He was brought in the king's presence 
and did cure him. This miracle at last convinced the court. 
They and thousands with them were baptized including of 
t'ourse the King. 

Saint Gregory had done his appointed work. He con
solidated this work by having many churches built beside• 
Etchmiadzin, establishing Christian feasts, removing the 
vestiges of heathenism and organizing Christian commun
ities. He then retired and died as an ascetic in the solitude 
of a mountain. 

AGHAJANIAN • Shaker Heights • Ohio 
------~---------

sponsored EDWARD by & MR. MRS. 

SEVENTH A N N U A l ASSEMBLY•CLEVELAND•OH 0 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
il 
.I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
J 
··I 

A C Y 0 A 

CHICAGO 
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SAINT NEHSESS I THE GREAT 353-373 A. n. 

AINT NERSESS, known in Armenian history as "the Great'\ was 
eighteen when his grandfather was martyred. He did not know, 
then, that his own life would be spent in sacrificial service to God 

and that he himself would meet his death prematurely due to his uncom
promising loyalty to Christ and His teachings. Like Saint John the Baptist, 
who publicly chastized Herod, Saint N ersess the Great fearlessly denounc
ed the unprincipled behaviour of the king, Pap, and was finally the victim 
of a crime that sought to put an end to his lacerating-and true-remarks. 

Nersess was married at an early age and chose as a partner in life 
a studious lady, Santoukht. They had their only son that they called Sahak 
who was destined to become the father of Armenian literature. Historians 
report that the happy family life of Saint Nersess the Great did not last 
long. Three years after Sahak's birth his wife died in Caesarea. Nersess 
found consolation in further studies with such friends as Gregory Nazian
zus, Basil of Caesarea and Gregory of Nyssa. 

Early in the fourth century the state of the church in Armenia was 
not a very glorious one. The fame of Nersess had in the meanwhile spread 
as a scholar and a capable administrator. He had already become the 
chief secretary of the court. On the request of the king he was ordained a 
deacon and then went to Caesarea to become a bishop. According to one 
tradition Basil of Caesarea was consecrated bishop during the same service. 
During the consecration the Holy Spirit descended on them as a dove, and 

when Saint Nersess was celebrating his first Divine Liturgy, a column of 
light appeared and his face shone as that of Moses. 

The king of Armenia was then Arshak. His private life, we are told, 
was far from decent and in order to avoid the judgment of the Catholicos 
he had him deposed. When Arshak's son, Pap, succeeded him, the rela
tions between the king and the Saint showed signs of improvement until 
Pap himself began to pattern his own life on that of his father. 

Nersess the Great exercised a great infiuence also on the political 
destiny of the country but his standards were the moral principles of 
Christianity. We catch a glorious glimpse of him at one time, praying on 
a mountain top while a fierce battle against the superior forces of the 
enemy was waged at the foot of the height where the Saint was praying, 
knowing that the Armenian armies were on the side of justice. This was 
the famous battle of Tzirav that was won by the Armenians. 

But the time came when Pap could not bear Nersess's voice of right
eousness. He had him poisoned. Saint Nersess died when he was forty 
four years of age. 

Above all his other virtues, Saint :\Terscss the Great was loved by his 
people for the kindness of his heart. He had houses built on the danger
ous roads of the country where travelers could find refuge and rest. His 
own table was shared very often by poor people. At an age when this 
conviction was difficult to have, he was convinced of the equality of all 
men and dealt with people accordingly. 

• This page sponsored by THE ARMENIAN CHURCH TRUSTEES Cleveland 0 hi 0 
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SAINT SAHAG I PARTHEV 387 -431i A. D. 

HE LATTER years of the fourth century were far 
from being a brilliant period in the history of our 
people. In the year 390 Armenia was divided into 

two sections-Roman and Persian. The Armenian king of 
the Persian section, Artashir, did not prove to be a capable 
administrator and disrupted disputes among the nakharars 
made it possible for the Persian king to annul Armenian 
royalty and reduce the Persian section of Armenia into a 
Persian province. 

St. Sahak was the Catholicos of all Armenians during 
this period. The king of Persia deposed him because he 
did not join the nakharars in their protests to Ctesiphon, 
the capital of Persia, against the Armenian king, which 
protests brought about the dissolution of the Armenian· 
Persian kingdom. St. Sahak was the son of St. Nersess the 
Great. He was horn in 354 and was the last male descend
ant of St. Gregory the Enlightener. We know that the early 
Catholicoi of the Armenian Church were married in their 
youth, and according to the convictions of the time the 
son of a catholicos would succeed him on the Pontifical 
See. It must be noted, however, that our bishops did not 
have wives after their consecration. These were either 
dead or separated voluntarily. 

St. Sahak himself did not have a son and was con
cerned about his successor when he had, one day, the fol
lowing vision, while still a deacon. 

He was in the church one Good E:riday evening at the 
city of V al'arshapat, the capital of Armenia. Suddenly 
a great altar appeared to him covered with white linen on 
which was placed a radiant cross. Then one side of the 
altar opened up, disclosing a table with bread and clusters 

sponsored by DR. and MRS. KEG HAM K. 

of grapes on it. An olive tree with four branches stood 
nearby. On the other side of the altar appeared a Chair 
supporting a golden globe and a parchment scroll inscribed 
with golden letters. A multitude of children were standing 
around the Chair. Then suddenly all these children grew 
up and went up to heaven from the altar. 

This vision that tradition has preserved for us ex
plained the value and mission of St. Sahak with regard 
to our Church. The multitude around the Chair may be 
said to represent V ardan and his soldiers who shed their 
blood for the Armenian Church and went to heaven as 
saints. (V ardan was the husband of St. Sahak's only daugh
ter, Sahakanoush). The bread and clusters of grapes rep
resent his sacrifcial service to the Lord, and the scroll on 
the Chair with its golden letters announce St. Sahak's 
decisive contribution to the translation of the Bible into 
the Armenian language, after the invention of the Armen
ian alphabet. 

On the request of the nakharars St. Sahak resumed his 
pontifical duties, and died in 436 in the village Blour of 
Bagrevand at the age of 82. 

With St. Mesrop, St. Sahak is the most monumental 
personality in the history of Armenian letters. He spon
sored St. Mesrop's project along with the king Vramsha
pouh. With his profound knowledge of Greek and his 
erudition in the fields of music, rhetoric and philosophy, 
he contributed a great deal to the grammar and beauty of 
the Armenian language. He revised and approved finally 
the translation of the Bible and himself translated many 
valuable works. He also established canons and wrote sev
eral sharakans. 
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SAINT JOHANNES MANDAKOUNY 478-490 A. n. 

il 'I THE autumn of 485 V a han Mamikonian was made 
Marzpan of Annenia. This event meant that the des
tiny of onr land was now in the hands of a Christian 

Armenian who, moreover, was a very devout leader and 
had fought for the true religion of his fathers for many 
y~ars. The marzpans were governors who were subject 
more or less to the Persian king. Unlike modern gover
nors, however, they had vast powers and had over. their 
subjects rights of life and death, of property and destiny. 
Their will was law. After many years of direct Persian 
domination and religious persecution, Armenia was lucky 
indeed to come at last under the rule of such a good leader 
as V ahan Mamikonian. With a treaty signed at Nowarsak 
with the Persian authorities, the Armenian~ could now en
joy complete religious freedom. They had earned this 
right as a direct result of the heroic battle of the V ardan
ians, the details of which are well known. 

The elevation of V ahan Mamikonian to the rank of 
marzpan was being celebrated at the Catherlra I of Do win 
when the Catholicos of the time, St. Johannes Manda
konny, delivered his famous oration recorded by Lazar 
of Pharbe. He was jubilant as were all those present over 
the success of Vahan Mamikonian, but he was also con
cerned with the possible repercussions of the change of 
regime in the land of Armenia. There are n1any, he said, 
who sided with the Persians when they were so ruthlessly 
persecuting onr people because of our glorious faith. Only 
recently the enemies of Christianity could victimize people 
against whorn they had personal grievances, betraying and 
denouncing them to the Persian authorities. Now, he said, 
the roles are reveroed. The rulers became slaves and those 
who were in favor are in disgrace. It is po:-;~ihle, St. 
Johannes "\'landakouny continued, that those who arc now 

in favor may be anxious to avenge themselves of their 
enemies. Perhaps many of you, he said, are impatiently 
waiting for the opportunity when you can destroy those 
who were trying to destory you. But he warned them in 
the name of the Lord whose followers they could now 
freely profess to be, against such action. During this 
speech, as in his other twenty-six famous orations that have 
readied us, Mandakouny preached forgiveness for offen
ders and love for enemies. 

lt is as a model of spiritual leadership that the name 
of St. Johannes I Mandakouny has left a deep mark in 
the memory of our people through the centuries. But St. 
Johannes was also a scholar and a practical leader. When 
Marzpan V ahan consolidated his government and estab
lished his capital in Do win, St. Johannes transferred his 
Pontifical See from Etchmiadzin to that city. 

St. Johannes also introduced a series of canons having 
to do with the "ustoms of our Church, the main intention 
being to intensify the devotion of the people and preserve 
our holy trarlition. We see the results of Lhe aetivity of 
this Catholicos mainly in the text and order of our rites. 
It is quite possible that the rites of the Armenian Church 
were systemized for the first time bv St. Johannes. St. 
Sahak ~nd St. Mesrop had written most of the prayers used 
in our sacraments and services. In our Zharnagirk (Book of 
Hours), the litany "Zarthoutsealks" and the prayer, "Zken 
gohanamk", of the Night Service are attributed directly to 
Mandakounv. He has also written several sharakans. The 
canons of the rites of Baptism and Confirmation as well as 
of the Consecration of Bishops and the blessing of churches 
hear also the mark of his authorship. 

When he died St. Johannes Mandakouny harl almost 
completely changed the religious-spiritual atmosphere in 
our country. 

by the NORTH PHILADELPHIA and WEST PHILADELPHIA CHAPTERS of the ACYOA 
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NERSESS II OF BJ\l:REV AND 548-5:17 A. n. 

HE EARLY history of the Syrian Church, with which 
we are in communion, is marked by dissensions and 
controversies. There were, however, a group of 

priests, deacons, monks and many of the faithful in Meso
potamia who stayed clear of the bad influence of heresies 
that were working havoc at the time. This group of devout 
believers needed to have the truth of their faith confirmed 
by a t·ecognized authority. They also wanted to have their 
own bishop. They designated for this purpose a priest of 
the Convent of Sarep. His name was Abdisho (literally 
meaning 'Servant of Jesus'). Now the question was to have 
him consecrated hy an orthodox bishop of an orthodox 
church. The most authoritative bishop to whom they 
could turn was the Catholicos of the Armenian Church: 
Nersess II of Baaevand. 

With a delegation Abdisho was sent to Catholicos 
Nersess. He carried a letter of recommendation to our 
spiritual head who was addressed as: "Nersess, Catholicos 
of Great Armenia, Good, Truthful and God-loving; Jnst 
Shepherd and Spiritual Father; Light of the World and 
Pillar of Faith; Preacher of Righteousness and Disciple of 
the Apostles; Companion of the Saints and Friend of the 
Just; Beloved of Christ and Guardian of His Cross ... ". 

A detailed confession of faith was incorporated into 
the text of the affidavit, that the theologians of the Syrian 
Church were submitting to the Armenian Catholicos for 
approval. If, the Syrians said to the Catholicos, you con
secrate Abdisho, we will recognize him as our lawful 
bishop and an orthodox successor of the Apostles. 

Nersess II examined Abdisho's hackground and faith 
and he did consecrate him and considered him the equal, 
thereafter, of the bishops of the Church of Armenia. As 
such the lawful head of the Syrian Church attended the 
Armenian Ecclesiastical Council of Dowin, and we sec him 
listed as: "Abdisho, bishop of the orthodox Syrians." 

This event makes it abundantly clear that approval by 
the spiritual authorities of the Armenian Church was a 

mark of truth in religious-spiritual matters; it further in
dicates that consecration by the Armenian Catholicos 
rneant guarantee of apostolic succession. 

To our own people Nersess II rentlered great services. 
He succeeded, for instance, in bringing about the recall of 
Denshabouh. This man was the Persian High Commis
sioner in Armenia and with a blatant disregard to the 
religious Jreedom that our people had earned some seventy 
five years prior to his appointment, he tried to spread the 
Mazdeistic worship of fire. We had secured reli1,rious free
dom as a result of heroic battles waged by V ardan and 
then by V ahan Mamikonian. A treaty was signed to this 
effect by Vahan in 485. Nersess protested to the Persian 
ruler against the violation of this treaty by Denshabouh 
and the latter had to relinquish his office. He was replaced 
in 552 by Vishnaz Vahram who was specifically instructed 
hy King Khosrov (of Persia) to respect our Christianity 
and not to prevent those of our people who were forced 
to emhrace Mazdeism from retuming to the religion of 
their fathers. 

The Council of Dowin that we referred to above is 
one of the most important in the history of our Church. 
It was convened in the Cathedral of Saint Gregory the 
Enlightener of Dowin with eighteen bishops and many 
lay dignitaries present. Restrictive and punitive measures 
against the followers of a powerful heretic, Nestorius, were 
adopted. These ~estorians had infiltrated Armenia by way 
of Persia as merchants and were spreading vice and moral 
laxity and doctrines contrary to orthodoxy. The first step 
taken against these "enemies of Christ God" was the de~ 
struction of the "place of refuge of their irnpiety'\ namely 
the Convent of Manajihr. 87 canons were adopted at this 
council. 

Nersess II of Bacrevand died in 557. He will be re
membered mainly as an alert and eager guardian of our 
true faith. 

sponsored by t he NEWARK and PATERSON CHAPTERS 0 f t h e ACYOA 
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MOSES II OF ELIV ARD 574-604 A. o. 

ilF YOU look at the cover page of a church calendar published in Etch
miadzin, you will see on it three dates. The one is our current Euro
pean date and the other two arc Armenian dates. The year 1953, for 

example, corresponds to the "Original Armenian Date" of 4445-4446; on 
the other hand the current year is, according to the "Calendar of the 
Armenians", 1402-1403. The Armenian Calendar was eomposed by Catholi
eos Moses II of E!ivard. 

553 AD was for the Christian Church a year "'of confusion of .feasts 
and of the arts of determining dates". This confusion was dnc to the pre
vious incorrect calculations of the phases of the moon. 

We know that the dates of many Christian feasts revolve around the 
date of Easter which changes with every year. Originally the process of 
finding when Easter should <>ccur was patterned on the old Jewish calen
dar, with this difference that it was made to coincide with the Sunday 
following full moon in order to avoid celebrating it with the Jews. After 
the Council of Nicea it became necessary to have a Christian Calendar in 
order to be able to determine the Easter date of vears to come. This Cal
endar was formed a few years later by Andreas of Byzantium. This astron
omer noted that 111'!thin a cycle of 95 years the full moon would fall on 
the same day of the month. However later calculations proved the in
adequacy of the system and Andreas adopted a new cycle of 200 years 
which enabled him to calculate correctly the Easter dates until the year 
552. But in 553 his predictions did not correspond to facts and the Church 
could no longer calculate dates of Easter ahead of time. The problem was 

solved in 561 when a group of 36 scientists at Alexandria adopted as basis 
of their calculations a new cycle of 532 years. 

Due to political difficulties in Armenia, our Church could not concern 
herself with problems of calendar during these years. :'1/evertheless, when 
Moses of Elivard become Catholicos in 574 he was determined to have the 
problem settled once and for all, as far as the Armenian Church was con
cerned. We rnust not, he said, "heg informations from other nations" all 
the time. We must he able, he thought, to calculate the dates of our own 
feasts. 

The Armenians would have adopted perhaps the findings of the scien
tists of Alexandria, were it not for the fact that they already had a calendar 
of their own without any provision for leap years, whereas the calendar 
formed at Alexandria was based on the Roman Calendar, which took 
account of the earth's taking more than 365 days to turn around the sun. 
Further, Armenian scientists had to compose certain difference~ between 
the two calendars (Alexandrian and Byzantine) that came to them from 
the West. Consequently "upon orders issued by :\loses, the !(rea! philoso
phers and scientists" met in a council at Dowin, and formed the Armenian 
Calendar. This council took place in 584. It considered 552 (mentioned 
above) as the fir.t year of "the Armenian Calendar". The first year of the 
Armenian Calendar corresponded to the 3043rd year of the Original Ar
menian Calendar already in use. Hence the three dates that appear on 
our traditional church calendars . 

• This page sponsore~ by MR. & MRS. EDWARD AGHAJANIAN in memory 0 f t h e i r parents 
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SAINT JOHANNES III 

HE REIGN of Johannes III of Odzoun "orresponds 
to an important period of our history, during which 
we were under Arab domination and were governed 

by "wostikans". The term wostikan literally means "police
man". These wostikans would receive their orders from 
the Emir residing in Damascus. 

Johannes III is one of the most impressive personal
ities in our history both physically and intellectually. He 
is described as very handsome in appearance, tall and 
broad-shouldered. Nor is this description of his physical 
appearance given casually. The historians make it a point 
to impress their readers with the unusual pulchritude of 
this clergyman. His fame as such reached as far as Damas
cus and Omar, the emir of the Arabs expressed his curiosity 
and wanted to see the Armenian Catholicos. He extended 
him an invitation for this particular purpose. 

Johannes arrived in Damascus clad in a very opulent 
fashion. Omar himself is known in history as a man of 
simple taste. Nevertheless when he saw Johannes of 
Odzoun he "marvelled at him in amazement". When they 
were through with the formal greetings, the Emir wanted 
to know how this servant of Christ could justify this extra
vagance in clothes and the extreme care that he took of 
his appearance. Your prophet Jesus, he said, was meek 
and humble; he wore simple habits and told his followers 
to do likewise. 

Jesus and his Apostles, Johannes answered, could com
mand respect with a power that we, simple individuals do 
not have. They could work miracles. They did not need 
any external signs to safeguard their prestige. But we have 
to use, he said, external signs in order to indicate our 
function and position. You yourself, he said, wear weapons 
and all manner of ornaments to <:ommand respect. I have 
further remarks to make, he said, if you kindly instrud 
the gentlemen here present to withdraw for a moment. 

sponsored by CHARLES, STEVE and 

OF ODZOUN 717-728 A. D. 

With a sign of the hand the Emir bid everybody to leave 
them alone. 

Then the Catholicos took all his outer garments off. 
His tortured skin was covered with sackcloth. Upon further 
investigation the Emir found out that the private life of 
this prince of the Church was one of prayer and fasting. 
The Emir was deeply moved. "Ask, he said to the Catho~ 
licos, whatever thou wishest, and I will do it". The wishes 
of the Catholicos were very simple. He wanted the Emir 
to put an end to coercive ways of making his people 
embrace Mohammedanism; he wanted his dergymen, who 
were already poor, to be exempt of taxes; he wanted that 
permission be granted to Christians, wherever they may 
be, to worship their God freely. The wishes of the Catho
licos, which were all granted, were according to the new 
polky of the Armenians, which was political harmony with 
the Arabs provided they enjoyed freedom of religion. 

The physical comeliness and' the saintly private life 
of Johannes of Odzoun were equalled by his intellectual 
power. He was educated in the Greek institutions of leam
ing. His knowledge of "poetic works, the grammatical 
science, Aristotle'. <:ategories and the educational system 
of Theon" are noted by his historian. He was known as 
"Johannes the Philosopher" and is one of the authorities 
of our Church in matters of theology. He was eager not 
only to edw,ate his people but also to strengthen them 
spiritually. 32 cannons were established to this effect at 
the Council of Dowin convened in 720. 

Johannes of Odzonn has left us may orations and a 
very valuable Commentary on the Services of the 
Armenian Church. In this Commentary the official teach
ing of our Church is formulated with regard to many 
points. 

Johannes III is one of the great fathers of our Church. 

HARRY NEGOLIAN • Cleveland • Ohio 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

A C Y 0 A 

LOWELL 
CHAPTER 

SEVENTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY • CLEVELAND • OHIO. 



SAINT NERSESS THE GRA.I:EFUL ll66 -ll73 A. n. 

ERHAPS no other individual in Armenian church history has made 
a greater contribution towards the ideal of a united Christendom 
than the 12th century Father of our church, Nersess the Graceful 

(Shnorhali). Most of his work and writings come to us from the 
period of his bishopric, for it was only in his 66th year that Nersess be
came Catholicos, and death overtook him seven years later in 1173. 

Nersess was horn in 1100 A.D. in the castle of Dsovk which was ruled 
by his father, Apirat. Nersess was only 11 when his father died; and both 
he and his older brother Gregory, 5-6 years his senior, received their 
education in the monastery of Shoul'er. 

Upon the death of Basil, the reigning Catholicos, Gregory, the older 
brother of Nersess was eler:ted religious head of the nation in the newly 
established See at Dsovk. Owing to the pressure of the Persians from the 
East and the fear of the Arabs from the South, the See had recently been 
moved to that city from Etchmiadzin. 

Gregory ordained Nersess a priest; later consecrated him bishop and 
the latter served him faithfully as his secretary throughout Gregory's 50 
years' reign. 

In Nersess' time Armenia rose to her second greatest level of religious 
and literary accomplishment. This period is called the Silver Age of 
Armenian history, comparable only to the Golden Age of the 5th century, 
when the Bible received its first translation into Armenian. Historically 
too this was a period of considerahle political movement-the kingdom of 
the Bagratides in Armenia had fallen and the new Roubenian kingdom 

in Cilicia was flourishing. The Crusades "arried many soldiers through 
Cilicia on their way to Jerusalem and these endangered the new kingdom 
politically and militarily. But the greatest danger to the Armenian Church 
lay in the attempt of Rome, aided and assisted by the Crusaders, to pro· 
selytize and to convert the Armenian Christians into Roman Christianity. 

Nersess met the situation with self-confidence. He had already been 
in communication with the leaders of the Greek church during his 
brother's reign as Catholicos, for the purpose of ironing out dogmatic 
differences and bringing about the ultimate intereommunion of the two 
Eastern churches. His letter8 and writings, preserved in our libraries, were 
considered by the Greek Fathers to represent the orthodox dogmatic posi
tion of the Armenian Church. Unfortunately, Nersess died before the 
procedural measures could be taken at an Episcopal Synod which he 
had planned to hold soon. 

He was buried in the castle of Romeklah, near the river Euphrates, 
and was laid to rest beside his brother. 

Nersess was a poet, a musician and a theologian. Most of his letters 
are available to us. He has also written gnomes (practical at! vices), a 
long prayer in poetic form called: "Jesus, Son, Only-begotten of the 
Father" which has been rendered into English by Jane S. Wingate. 

It is significant that the feast of Saint Nersess is celebrated in the 
Armenian Church in October, together with that of all the Holy Transla
tors of the 5th century . 

• This page sponsored by THE ARMENIAN CHURCH C H 0 I R Cleveland • 0 hi 0 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NEW YORK 
ST. GREGORY 

Downtown 
CHAPTER 

ACYOA SEVENTH ANNUAL AS 5 EM 6 L Y • CLEVELAND • 0 HI 0. 



GREGORY IX MUSABEIJIANTZ 1439-1441 A. n. 

REGORY IX is the last of one line of succession of catholieoi and 
the first of another. He is the last of the catholicoi "of all Ar
menians" residing at Etchmiadzin and the first of the catholiP.oi 

"of the Great House of Cilicia" having spiritual jurisdiction over the 
Armenians of Asia Minor, now including our people of Syra, Lebanon and 
Cyprus. He is historically important because he reigned during a critical 
time of our church history, during which the transfer of the Pontifical See 
from Siss hack to Etchmiadzin took place, It was one of our most im
portant theologians, Gregory of Tathev, who saw the necessity of this 
transfer and lent to the project his considerable prestige. He was given 
the title "Yeramedz" (Thrice Great). The leader and head of the move
ment was a monk, Thomas of Medzop. This monk, although advanced in 
age~ was extremely energetic and active. 

The transfer of the Pontifical See back to Etchmiadzin was necessary 
in the better interests of the Armenian Church. 

Following the pattern of the political destiny of our people, the Ponti
fical See had moved with the Marzpans to the city of Dowin, with the 
Ardzrounies to Al'thamar, with the Bagratides to Ani and finally with 
the Roubenians to Roumkaleh and Siss. These peregrinations weakened 
the Church greatly and after the complete loss of Armenian political in
dependence in 1375 she was rather disorganized. The purpose of our 
spiritual heads in going from city to city was to follow the mass of the 
faithful and the civil government. After 1375 when the Armenians had 
no state at all, there was no reason why the Pontifical See should be kept 

in Si .. , the capital of Cilicia (a state in the South of modern Turkey). 
This city was not the original and lawful site of the See, nor its being 
there had, any longer, any practical use. 

Before leaving his own convent at Medzop Thomas prayed for divine 
illumination as to the wisdom of his plan with regard to the future of his 
beloved Church. Then he opened his Bible to read it, when the follow
ing verse leapt to his view: "and (1 csus) came into his own country; and 
his disciples followed him" (Mark 6:1). The Pontifical See, he said to 
himself, must go hack to its own country! As he was ahout to start his 
mission, a man came and told him of a dream in which sol<liers clad in 
red, green and white (the colors of the Church) had told him that they 
were the army of Etchmiadzin; and they went there flying, the man said. 
It took our church a whole year (1440) to prepare for an assembly with 
the transfer of the See as the main business on the agenda. Ahout this 
time our most venerated relics, the gold-covered bones of the right hand 
~f Sain,~ ~regory t!te ~nlightener "disappeared" from Siss, and they were 

found m Etchm1adzm. 

The Assembly convened in 1441 and it was decided with a majority 
vote that the transfer should take place. The dreams of Gregory of Tathev 
and Thomas of Medzop and of the more sensible elements of our people 
had come true. A new catholicos, Kirakos of Virap, was elected at Etch
miadzin. Gregory IX, however, remained in Siss, as the first Catholicos 
of the Armenians of Cilicia. 

This page sponsored by MR. and MRS. KAREKIN DEMIRJIAN • Cleveland Heights • Ohio 
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MliBDITI:H I OF VAN 1892-1907 A. D. 

HE POPULARITY that Mgrdich I, Catholicos of All Armenians, en
joyed and the esteem in which he was held are seldom shown hy a 
people toward one of its leaders. Although he met with sharp 

and often vicious criticisms in his most eventful life, the people's love for 
him remained widespread and warm. People were not satisfied with call
ing him "Father"-that would sound too formal. They spontaneously call
ed him "hyr-ik" which is almost the equivalent of "dad". 

Khrimian Hyr-ik was elected Patriarch of Constantinople in 1869. 
He was accused by the "yerespokhans" of not abiding by the traditions 
of our church and by its Constitution. He resigned in 1873. In a famous 
address to the "yerespokhans" ~xplaining his resignation, this is what he 
had to say: 

"According to the Constitution the National Religious Council is to 
... develop a religious sense among our people , .. to keep intact the 
dogmas and traditions of the Armenian Church ... 

"These are hecoming and proper formulations ... But have you ever 
thought that rights must go along with duties? You tell us what our duties 
are but it does not occur to you that our (clergymen's) rights must also 
be respected . , . " 

"I am confronted with a situation and do not know what to do. The 
parish of Arabkir wants a priest and we do not have one; Aken wants a 
priest and we do not have one; the priest of Chmishkadsak has fled and 
we cannot replace him; there is no prie~t in Ewtokia and the parish i~ 
troubled with factions and fights; Erziuka wants a priest and we do not 

have one; Terdjan has been asking for a priest for years and we cannot 
spare one; Amassia, Marzwan, Moush, Van, Baghesh want priests and 
we do not have priests. I could hardly spare a lame priest, whom I 
sent to the Catholicos of Cilicia because the shortage of priests there was 
even worse! And yet, yerespokhans of the Armenian people, you are 
indifferent and (concern yourselves with the letter of the Constitution)!" 

In the midst of such distressing problems Khrimian Hyr-ik was not 
discouraged, even after tasting in 1890 the bitterness of exile. He wrote 
several books, travelled extensively, won the people's esteem and was 
elected in 1892 Catholicos of All Armenians. 

The only language Khrimian Hyr-ik knew was Armenian, yet he was 
in constant touch with the great Powers of the world, and made every 
effort to have the condition of the Armenians of the Diaspora improved 
and to prevent constant onslaught on their lives and property. 

After returning from the Imperial Assembly of Berlin (1878) where 
the Armenian Cause was discussed, Khrimian Hyr-ik was asked about the 
outcome. "Our spoons, he said~ were made of paper and we could not 
share in the meal. The nations, he said, that had spoons of steel could eat 
at their hearts' content". 

In 1903 he is.ued an order against the Czar's order of confiscating 
thn church properties of Etchmiadzin and he succeeded. 

The stormy, yet devoted life of Khrimian Hyr-ik came to an end in 
1907, October 29. He was 87 years old, when he was laid to rest. 
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ARMENIAN [HUR[H YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF AMERI[A 

Headquarters • HOTEL [J\HTEH • Prospect J\ve. and East 9th Street 

l:LEVELJ\ND, OHIO 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
FIRDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1953 

9:00 P.M. till ? Mixer party for Delegates and Guests-Main Ballroom--Hotel Carter 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1953 

9:00 to 12 noon 
12 :00 to 1:00 P.M. 

1 :00 to 6:00 P.M. 
6:00 to 8:00 P.M. 
8:00 to 12:00 P.M. 

Registration - Mezzanine - Hotel Carter 
Recess for Lunch 
First Session- Petit Room - Hotel Carter 
Recess for Dinner 
Ball- Rainbow Room- Hotel Carter 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1953 

8 :30 to l 0 :30 A.M. Church Services- Trinity Cathedral-- Euclid Ave. and East 22nd St., Cleveland, Ohio 
J l :00 to l :00 P.M. 
12:00 Noon 
I :00 to 6:00 P.M. 
7:30 to 10:30 P.M. 

10:30 to ? 

Luncheon for Delegates- K. Geokjian's Residence 18301 S. Woodland Rd., Shaker Heights, Ohio 
Telecast- "Bashdon Jashou"- WNBK 
Second Session - Petit Room- Hotel Carter 
Banquet- Rainbow Room- Hotel Carter 
"Hayastan Hop"- Main Ballroom-· Hotel Carter 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1953 

9:00 to ? 
11:00 to ? 

(Until Agenda is completed) Third Session- Petit Room- Hotel Carter 
Picnic for all- Taylor's Valleyview Grove, 12820 Tinkers Creek Rd., Valleyview Village, Ohio 



ASSEMBLY l:OMMITTEES 
Chapter Chairman - ROSE BANNAIAN 

Bell 

~-.Az.iUt MIRAKIA.l\ 

P. 

Banquet 

DICK DEMIRJIAN 

Church 

Heyasten Hop 

Host Room 

Luncheon 

Mixer 

Picnic 

Publicity 

Registration 

Transportation 

Shakee Apkarian 

N azelie Arslanian 

Rose Bagsarian 

Tom Bagsarian 

Alice Bedrosian 

Jeanette Bosnoian 

SEVENTH 

• Assembly Co-chairmen- MIKE CHEKEMIAN . JACK HACHERIAN 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Booklet 

PAUL K. APKARIA"' . ARMAND ARABIAN 

LOUISE KURKJIAN 

ADELE ARABIAN- MARY BANNAIAN 

ELIZABETH KALUSDIAN- RUTH MINASIAN 

HELEN ATKIAN- JENNIE BAGDASSARIAN 

SAM ARSLANIAN - ALICE HACHERIAN 

PETER BEDROSIAN - SAM DAVIDIAN 

JOHN BENNEIAN - LILLIAN TOOKMAN 

ANN CHOBANIAN - MARTHA HACHERIAN 

SAM MIRAKIAN 

CommiHee Members 

Marie Bosnoian 

Ann Davidian 

Aram Kazaros 

Sylvia Kurkjian 

Betty Lullejian 

Richard Mangekian 

Buainess Seaaions 

ELIZABETH HARPOOTLIAN 

Jerry Ourlian 

Rose Runyon 

Alice Seferian 

Rosalie Seferian 

Charles Tarkanian 

Tony Manashian 

A N N U A L ASSEMBLY•CLEVELAND•OHIO 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
'I 

SOUTH 
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HAGOP NERSOYAN 
Executi-ve Director 

ARMENIAN 

ZAVEN HOVSEPIAN 
Chairman 

MATTHEW MATTEOSIAN 
Vice Chairman 

I:HUBI:H YOUTH 

l:ENTBAL 

LEO BAKALIAN 
Treasurer 

ARAX SELVINAZIAN 
Secretar,y to the Exec. Dir. 
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DHiiANIZATIDN 

l:OUNl:IL 

MARY AZARIAN 
Recording Secretary 

ACABE BOORNAZIAN 
Corresponding Secretary 

OF AMEHil:A 

GERARD AHAROMAN 
Publicit')' Director 

PALTL HOVSEPIAI\ 
Anniversary Ball Chairman 

Mil\" 1\S KAZAI\"JIAN 
In charge of Junior Chapters 
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A [ li NOW LED liE 1\I EN T S 

HE CLEVELAND CHAPTER members of the Armenian Church 
Youth Organization of America wish to express their apprecia· 
tion to Mr. Walter Vartan of Lake Shore Photo Engraving 

Company of Chicago, Illinois for his part in furnishing us with the 
greater number of cuts used in this hook; and to the following persons 
who collaborated in making this Souvenir Booklet a success. 

MR. EDWARD AGHAJANIAN 

MR. GULABI GULBENKIAN 

DR. KEGHAM GOEKJIAN 

MR. SAMUEL GOEKJIAN 

MR. SAM SARKISIAN 

MR. ED. PANOSIAN 

MISS MARIE MANSKI 

DEACON MARGOS DEMIRJIAN 

MR. HAROLD ZAHIGIAN 

SEVENTH A N N U A L 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 

East Cleveland, Ohio 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 

Cleveland, Ohio 

East Cleveland, Ohio 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Cleveland, Ohio 
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UNION CITY 
CHAPTER 
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TROY 
CHURCH 

TROY 
CHAPTER 

ASSEMBLY • CLEVELAND • OHIO 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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CHAPTER 
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.ACYOA SEVENTH 

WESl, 
PULLMAN 
CHAPTER 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY•CLEVELAND•OHIO 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

WORCESTER 
CHAPTER 
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SEVENTH 

NEW YORK 
HOLY CROSS (Uptown) 

CHAPTER 
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LAWRENCE 
CHAPTER 

A C Y 0 A S E V E N T H A N N U A L ASSEMBlY • CLEVElAND • 0 HI 0. 



Best Wishes to the t:leveland l.'hapte•· oi the .tl. t.: Y. 0 . . 4. 

DETROIT 

Ann Achoukian 
Setrag Achoukian 
Ray Akkashian 
Walter Akkashian 
Serna Artinian 
Sylvia Artinian 
Alice & Alex Bagdassarian 
Marguerite Baylerian 
Vincent Baylerian 
Jack Boladian 
Leo Boodakian 
Sam Boyadjian 
Ruth Ann Boyajian 
Alice Davidson 
Harry Demirgian 
Dotty & Dick Demirjian 
Harry Derderian 
Mary Derderian 
Virginia Der Derian 
Harry Der Kevorkian 
John Farsakian 
Mr. & Mrs. George Godoshian 
Margaret & Sooren Gozmanian 
Margaret Haibotian 
Nancy Horasanian 
Alice Hovnanian 
Mary Hovnanian 
Emma Hovsepian 
Paul Hovsepian 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hovsepian 
Ann & George Jevarjian 
Armen Jizmejian 
Eddie Jizmejian 

Harry Kalajian 
Mary Kalajian 
Alice Karageozian 
Margaret Karageozian 
Carl Karakashian 
Rose Karakashian 
Agnes Katchadoorian 
Jack Kazanjian 
Harry Keolian 
Rose Kevorkian 
Marge Kojaian 
Jim Malian 
Alice Mamassian 
Arthur Mardigian 

Mitchell Mugarditchian 
Vicki Ohanesian 
Margaret Ohanian 
Dennis Papazian 
Rosalie Papazian 
Helen Partogian 
Harry Paulian 
George Pcringian 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roth 

Mr. & Mrs. AI Sarkisian 
Queenie Sarkisian 
Marian Serrajian 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack 5hahbazian 
Harry Shahinian 
Danny Sookiasian 
Harry Terzian 
Richard Torigian 
Virginia Torigian 
Martha Torosian 
Joe Toundaian 

SEVENTH A N N U A 

Audrie & Van Derderian 
John Jingozian 
Dick Simon 
Margo Carman 
Norma Kajolian 

CLEVELAND 

Johannes Apkarian 
Paul & Shakee Apkarian 
Adele Arabian 
Armand Arabian 
Nazalie & Sam Arslanian 
Eve Arslanian 
Jennie Bagdasarian 
Rose Bagsarian 
Tom Bagsarian 
Mary Bannaian 
Rose Bannaian 
Alice & Peter Bedrosian 
John Benneian 
Jeannette Bosnoian 
Marie Bosnoian 
Harry & Ojin Chakamian 
John Chekamian 
Mike Chekemian 
Ann Chobanian 
Robert Chobanian 
Simon Chobanian 
Ann & Sam Davidian 
Richard Demirjian 
Alice Hacherian 
Martha Hacherian 
Jack Hacherian 
Elizabeth Harpootlian 

ASSEMBLY 

Lucie Harpootlan 
Louise Kurkjian 
Sylvia Kurkjian 
Betty Lullejian 
Richard Mangekian 
Ruth Menasian 
Nazar Mirakian 
Sam Mirakian 
Jerry Our !ian 
Rose & Cal Runyon 
Alice Seferian 
Roseline Seferian 
Charles Tarkanian 
Lillian Tookman 
Cross Bagdasarian 
Esgouhy Benneian 
Aram Kazards 
Margas Demirjian 
Arshag Bedrosian 

NEW YORK - Downtown 

Terry Halburian 
Sarkis Kouzoujian 
Alice Selvinazian 
Arax Selvinazian 
Mary Selvinazian 
Rose Zorzopian 
Bob & Florence Karoghlanian 

UNION CITY 

Mr. & Mrs. Armen Kalhian 
Jack Tashjian 
Richard Tomasian 
Nishan Eskigian 
Shacky Arpiarian 
Barbara Voskiatt 
Evelyn Tomasian 
Harry Sarkisian 
Zaven Hovsepian 

CLEVELAND•OH 0 
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LAWRENCE 

Peter Colombosian 
Mary Colombosian 
Robert Colombosian 
John Colombosian 
Mr. & Mrs. Azarian 

Best Wishes 

WATERTOWN 

Anita Bedrossian 
Charles Dagavarian 
Walter Gabriel 
Arshag Gechijian 
Irene Kaloostian 

Helen & Marty Khentigian 
Casey Kazanjian 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Kaloostian 
Rose Geragosian 

L. Mary Azarian Rose Karibian 
Dick Madanjian 
Ardemis Matteosian 
Linda Matteosian 
Matthew Matteosian 

Isabelle B. K rekorian 
John Srabian 
Charles Sirmaian 
John Faradian 
Mary Azarian V aroujan Samuelian 
Harry Azarian 
Ann Antoian 
Aram Boghosian • 
Red Ohanian 

-1-

l''fJH 'YOCJB CJLTIMATE Slil'CES.~ 

MR. & MRS. SAM BANNAIAN CLEVELAND 
GARABED AZARIAN & FAMILY CLEVELAND 
MR. & MRS. JOHN MIRAKIAN CLEVELAND 
MR. & MRS. NAT ARSLANIAN CLEVELAND 
MR. & MRS. EDWARD CARR CLEVELAND 
MR. & MRS. JERRY AHLEGIAN CLEVELAND 
TOM & DICK ATKIAN CLEVELAND 
HELEN & HARRY ATKIAN CLEVELAND 

Compliments 

MRS. H. TOOKMAN & FAMILY 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 

A C Y 0 A SEVENTH A N N U A L 

J. A. DiTIHHO 

JEWELEH 

41 7 SHOFIELD BUILDING 

(Ninth & Euclid) 

CHerry l-3326 CHerry l-5143 

DIAMOND RINGS, WATCHES, JEWELRY 

Silverware 

Will e;~tenJ ... pe~~ial JiNcountN 

to all A. r~ 'Y. fl. A. neenel~~ers 

ASSEMBLY•CLEV ELAND•OHIO. 



A.C.Y.O.A. Business Sessions Flowers 

Courtesy of 

OHBAN"S I<'LOJJ'I!.'HS 
11520 Buckeye Road · Cleveland, Ohio 

RA l-1500 

---- ----~~~ 

S. G. Sahagian, EX 1-8952 

Cl!J:~HOGA 

DBY CLE~NING CO. 
3901 Superior Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 

A.C.Y.O.A. Banquet Flowers 

Courtesy of 

JOHNNIE"S FLORAL SHfiPPE 

3805 E. 7lst Street . Cleveland, Ohio 

vu 3-1569 

A C Y 0 A SEVENTH A N N U A L 

Welcome all ACYOA 

members and guests to: 

The ATHENIAN CAFE 

703 BOLIVAR RD. 

One block West of 

Assembly Headquarters 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

PRospect 1-8610 

Gr-li and Oriental cooking 

our Npecialty 

ASSEMBLY•CLEVELAND•OHIO 
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Compliments o/ 

CHARLES MELBOURNE and SONS 

127 Euclid Avenue • East Cleveland, Ohio 

~--~~~-~- - -- ~ 

NEW ARK CHAPTER 

PATERSON CHAPTER 

wASHINGTON, D.C. CHAPTER 

of the .:lr~~nenian Church Youth Organimation of A~~nerica 

SEVENTH A N N U A l ASSEMBLY• CLEVELAND• OHIO 



GIVE 
TO THE 

ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL 
and CULTURAL CENTER 

PROJECT 
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THIS IIOOKI...KT PlttNTKD .y-

HAl· ... ' Ae44 
''PRINTIN• THAT 811LU AND IDCC.._.,, 

1!52 EAST 23RD STREET 

NI!W YORK 10, NEW YORK 

M. MEGERDICHIAN, PROP. 
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