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HIS HOLif\li':SS VASKEN I 

CATHOLICOS-PArRIARCH OF ALL ARMENIANS 

====--~----~. ------

Wtth Best Wishes 

Rev. and Mrs. Boghos Manoukian 

_-: ..:.... .. -.-•. ~ ----

THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 
... AND ... 

ETCHMIADZIN CATHEDRAL 
Armenia was one of the first countries where Christianity was in

troduced by the Apostles. The Church of Armenia was est·ablished through 

direct apostolic preaching by St. Thaddeus and St. Barthol omew who are 
called ·the First Enlighteners of Armenia. 

St. Thaddeus spent eight years (35-43 A. D.) and St. Bartholomew 

s•ixteen years (44-60 A. D.) in Armenia, during which time they conver.ted 

many to the Christian faith. These Apostles were martyred in Armenia 
and their graves were venerated in two Armenian shrines. 

In 287 A. D. King Tiridates Ill of Armenia was converted by St. 

Gregory the Enlightener and became renowned as the first Christian king 
in history. 

With the help of the King, St. Gregory converted Armenia to Chris

tiani-ty and in 301 A. D. Christianity was proclaimed the official religion of 
Armenia. 

While Chri stian ity was a persecuted religion everywhere Armenia had 

made .if her state religion and she became the torchbearer of Christianity 
in the E·ast. 

In 301 A. D. St. Gregory built the Cathedral of Etchmiadzin in Vaghar

shafJal at the foot of Mount Ararat. The plan for this church was revealed to 

St. Gregory in a vision wherein Christ appeared before him and said: "You 
will build a Cathedral for God upon this land". 

The king and his court helped St. Gregory to carry stones to bu.ild 

this Cathedral which was dedicated to the Holy Virgin Mary. But in memory 

)f this vision it is generally ca ll ed Etchmiad:cin, meaning the pla("e where 
~he Only Begotten Son of God descended. 

Etchmiadzin is the Holy See of t; .• - Ll..rmenian Church and the res,dence 
of the Catholicos, i. e. the Supreme Pontiff. 

·---:- ------= - - "':'"-~ .-:::--:--_.-.- ____; :.._ __ 

With Best Wishes 

Mr. and Mt·H. FrmwiH (;. Avedikian 
Mr. and Mrs. Jaek Bahashauian 

Mr. aiHI M •·~. At·am K . .)t'JTehian 
Mr. a])(l Mrs. Khost·of Khosrofian 



HIS EMINeNCE ARCHBISHOP MAMPRE CALFAYAN 

Primate of the Diocese of the J.\ rmenian Church and 

President of th2 Arm enia n Church Youth Organization of America 

.;r- : y ------ - --
_.::.... =- -~--. --~-..:.= ::--:--

With Best Wishes 

Mr. ~nul Mrl'l. Ni!'lhan Hintlian 

me:Mage o/ Jlw Primale 

To our dear so11s llllll cluu'!,IJ/crs oj ri1c t iC)'();\ : 

J\ period ol' Len years in the lil'c ol' an organii'ation slwuld he measured 
both in terms oJ' its o!Jjvctives and the degrL'e of prllg rl'SS [OW<trds their attain
men[, l-'rom its \'LT)' mcq1Lion ten )'l'al·s ago, tilL' ,\rnJcnian Church Youth 
Organiz<.~tion ol !\meric1 h;Js served as <111 imp(Jrt;Jnl lllL'dium for lll'l'jK'LUating 
in this country the noblest express ion of the -;piritual and moral values ol' the 
;\nnenian p~'OJlk - thL' t \rm~· n ian Church. It has been instrumental i-n 
hringing togethn a group ol uur \'oung<'r gc ncr:1tio n :1nd ha s instilkd in them 
a keen consciousness ol all those l' iner LJU;dities which h;I\T ch:1racterized the 
spiritual and cultural :Jspir;Jtions ol our ll,'oplc. It has imbued them wifh a 
sense of belonging to a comnH>Il herit :JgL' - IJ<>th spiritual and cultur;JI. 

Tlwse ol you who han· grown with the Org:1ni/.ation since its first days, 
and those ol' you who joined in ];Jll'r vc1rs, c1n look hack at its growth and 
dcvclupml'nt with a Sl'n.se ol' S<1tis f:l ct ion and pride; <IIlli thusc of us who han· 
followed with keen intnl's t its stc;Jd v pmgrcs~ ~liHI ;1c hicvcmL·nts arc cquall\' 
proud of a !'inc rL'Cmd . 'J'hl' (hg:l ni/.:llion h:1s fullv justil'icd its raison t.l'~tre, 
~incc all its ende,Jvors to ;1tt:1i11 loft y idc;ds h:JI 'L' hec n l'l'O\\'IlCd with success. 

This aL·hien'llll'nt , which has lwcn 1·c:d and iml)l'l'ssivc, will, I ~un sure, 
not lead you to coi11J1l : J ~·L' IKY, hut r~1 thu it will pnll·idc a stm11g inducement 
for g rt':1ll'l' achil'I' L' Il1l'lltS. J)l'dicalion to the SllStl'I1;Jlll't' or spiritual Jllltlrish 
l11Cnt is the likhlood of an org;Jni/.<l ti< in de1oted to the glorv ol' the /\]might\ 
and to thl' well'arl' ol' thl' t\rm L· nian p~·oplc. The hum~1n soul would be 
meaningless without the co11Linuou s l'lovl' ol' spiritu~d inspiration which onh 
the Church can Jlrovidl'. I ;1111 conl'ident that vou will he guided h\' a full 
realization ol' this l'und:Jilll' ntal tn1th , and with l'l' JH'\I'L'd vioor, determination 
and vivibncc will achil'I'L' Ill'\ \' :md o rc: JllT triun•11h s. ,..., ;<;> ,-, 

\•Vith my Jl:Jtern a l hlcssi ngs I'm \'O ur continued sunTss, 

Jl royer jully vours, 

ARCHBISHOP MAMPRE CALFAYAN 

flrinwlc, IJioccsc of til£' 
_' \nueniou Cilllrc/1 o{ ,\Jort/1 i\merica 



HIS EMINeNCE ARG\BlSHOP MMJ\PRE CALFAYAN 

Primate of the Diocese of the ,&,rmenian Church and 

President of the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America 

-.,--:, ------ - -- __ : ::_-.- ---:: -_---_- -=.:-. -. - - - - :::::-~-

With Best Wishes 

Mr. and Mr~. Ni~han Hintlian 
---- - --:..:.=......::..~------

me:Mage o/ :Ike Primate 

To nur dear sm1s illlli clllll,'!,IJ/ers of tl1c ; \(;)'() ; \ : 

1\ period or ll'll years ill the Jifc or :111 organiZ:Itioll shuuld he Jlll';)SUJ"Cd 
both in tnms or its oiljl'clives ;Jncl the degree ol lm ,grcss towards their attain
ll1<.:lll. hom its l'l'r)' Inception ten ~'l'ars ago, tilL' ' \rnJenian Church Youth 
Organization ol i\mnica h:1s served as an impr,rtant mL·dium for IJcrpl'luating 
in this country the noblest eXjJrcssion of the spi1·itual and mmal values of' the 
1\nncnian J>~'OJ>Ic - thL' t\rm ~' lli :l n Church. It h:1s heen instrumental i-n 
bringing togethl'l' a group of fJUr younger gcncr:1tion :1nd has instilled in them 
a keen consciousness o[ all those J' ine r qu:dities which have ch:1ractcrized tllC 
spiritual and cultural aspir:1tions of our J>-'OJ>k. It has imbued them wi(h a 
sc·nse oJ' belonging to :1 con1mon hL-ritagc - IJolh spiritual and ndtur:.~l. 

Those of you who han· grown with the Org:1J1i1.:1 tion since its first days, 
and those oJ' you who jo ined in l;~t n ye:1rs, c:1n look hack at its growth and 
development with ;1 scnsc· of s;Jtisfact ion ;Jnd J>ridc; and those of us who ha\'l' 
follo wed witl1 keen inte1·cst its sll':1d y progress :lJHI :lchiL·vemL'llts arc cqualh· 
proud of a finl' rcwrd. ' J'hc Org:1 ni/.:1tion h;ls fullv justified its raisu11 d'etre, 
-;incc all its emle:1vors t<l :1ttai11 lot't y ide;~ls hal'c been crowned with success. 

Thi s ;JL·hien·mL·nt, whiL·h has 11l'cn 1·c:d and ill1J11·cssivc, will, I :1111 sure, 
not lead you to Clll11Jll:lc·clll'\' , hut r:1 thcr it will prrl\·idc ;I slmng inducement 
for g rL':ltl'r achil'\' L'lllL'nts. Ucclica tion to the susten:ll1l'l' of spiritual nourish · 
ment is the likhlood of an org:Jn iz;lli< ;JI dL'\otcd to the glory of the /\!mighty 
and to the well':m· ol' thl' t\rm L· nian p~·oplc. The hum:1n soul would be 
meaningless without thL· contintl<llls J'low of SJJiritu:d ins/Jiration which only 
the Church can J>rm·idl'. I ;1m confident that vou will >C guided h\' a full 
rca liz<l tion of thi s fund:li11 L' ntal ll'uth , and w itl1 rc nL'\I'L'd l'iuor, dl'le rmination 
;~nd vigibnce will ;lchi L' IT m '\1' :md gre;JtLT triunq>h s. . .... 

\tVit h my J>atnnal hlcssi ngs for \'Ou r continued suL-n'ss, 

J> ruyerfully vours, 

ARCHBISHOP MAMPRE CALFAYAN 

J> ri llwle, /Jioccse of tiH• 
; \nll e lliuu Clillrc/1 of ,\Jorth /\JJierica 



HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP TIRAN 

=.:::=.- -- - --

With Best Wishes 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Manoogian 

mejjage ~rom fiij Cminence 

Archbij/zop :Jiran 

To tlze belm•erl me1111icrs of the Armenian Church Youth 
Orgcmi zatirm of 1\werica, uffectirmatc paternal greetings! 

Since 1 left the United Statl'S and took my residence in the 
lloly City of Jerusalem, l have been following with great interest, 
through the ! lnuenian CwmliwL and through personal corres
pondence, the direction ol' your progress and 1 am glad to say that 
1 am gratified with your steady pace forward and upward. 

When 1 W<Js the president of your Organization, l constantly 
urged you to be conscious of the bet that a heavy responsibility 
rests u pun the shoulders of the young people of our church in 
America. This is because they bai)Jlell w have matured in a crit
ic<JI period of transition in which our people arc passing from a 
community composed of Foreign born 1\merican-/\nnenians to a 
community of nativc born J\rmcnian-1\meric.ms. You arc, there· 
fore, now living and vvorking at a time when the character and the 
outlook of our community in i\mcric~1 is rapidly changing. It· is 
changing from a p:>litical-linguistic-racial community into a re
ligious-cultural-church commun1tv. This change is inevitable. i\nd 
it is taking 1)lacc in you and through you. 

Now, it is vitally imp:>rtant that this change should take place 
in the right direction. You must sec your way ckarly and pro
ceed on il resolutely. Bccluse when you know where you arc 
going, you will not lx· losl. You will not waste your time in blind 
alleys. You will not he frustr:ltcd in aimless wanderings. 

"I Tow can a young man keep his way pure?" - queries the 
Psa I mist in his address to C:od. Then he oi ves the siun ifican t n ;-, 
answer: ··ny guarding it according to Thy Word". ( Ps. 119:9). 

Be therdore diligent in learning ;wei l1ccding God's Word , 
spoken to you through the Scriptures and through your forcfa thcrs 
in the Church throughout the length and the breadth of the his
tory of our p~·ople. Keep up the good work vou have been called 
upon to do. l;ind vour spiritu:d home in the Church of your 
.tncestors, who have bequeathed a glorious heritage for us. Make 
that heritage live, both for your own benefit and for the benefit 
of those coming <.~l'ter you. Be activists and at the same time 
visionaries. Healize the prediction of the Prophet, renewed by the 
1\postle, speaking in Cod's nmne: 

" .. . and your ymm,~ men shall see visions" ( Acts I: 17). 
l\1ay your 1·isions never get marred or dimmed, hut m<J y they 

be noble and hright always! 
1 remain yours with my pravcrs and blessings. 

TIHAN, i\RCIIBISifOP 

1 em salem - 1 Y July, 1 ':l56 



3-n memoriam 

«Stp pGlj LUI Hlt qhnrJlt upu21110!lt"p 
h \1 h 11 hw npt [1 Jll.JU h-p hu utn [up nu»: 

His Eminence Archbishop Tirayre 

April 21, 1867- March 29, 1956 

Mr. and Mrs. Mesroh Avakian 

.J/;d C;ninmce Archbid/wp _'Jiruyre 

His Eminence Archbi sh op Tirayre, son of Hovs ep and Vartouhi Ter Hov

hanessian, and d~scendant of the ancient Pr inces of Garabagh, w as born in 

Norshen, Province of Artzakh in Armenia, on Apr·il 21, 186 7, and was 
christened Tigran . 

He entered the Kevorki cm Seminary of Etchmiadzin and w as ordained 

to the celibate priesthood in 1894 and renamed Tirayre Abegh a. 

He studied in the uni versitie s of St. Petersburg , Pari s, Brussels, and 
London. 

In 1917 the Very Rev. Tirayre V ardapet was consecrated Bi shop and 

appointed Chance!!or of the Ho'y See, a:1d he:d this office until his el ectiorr 

in 1921 to the Primacy of Am erica, which at th at time cov ered all of the 

United States, Canada, Centr al and So uth A m er ica . 

Hi s Eminence a~riv e d in the Uni ted St ates in March, 192 1 and served 

as Primate until Septem be r 19 28. Fo r His Em inence th e Canon s of th e 

Church w e re sacred and he exp ecte:cJ abso! ute com p l ia nce ancl str ic t di s
cipline. 

During his prima ~ y the Diocese was trans f erred fr om Worcester, MEiss., 
to New York City, in 1927. 

In seven years Arch b ish op Tiray m con s::;crated ten chur:: hes, nam :c ly 

in Los Angeles, Boston, New Britain, Troy, Phil ad e lp hi a, Ch icago, Rac ine, 

and South Milwaukee. He al so m cbin::;d s'~ve r a l deilcons to t he pri esthood, 

including Rev. Father Arse n To ro3i an and Rev. Fa ther Kh achi k Krouzian. 

His Eminence had b ::.-:.: n inst rumental in cstab:ishi ng Sunday Schoo :s, 

Youth Groups, and Ladies Au x ili J ri es throu ~1 hout lhc Di o::;se. 

Since 1927 Archbi ~ h op Tirayre hod mad ~ his home in Upper M il nhetttnn, 

where he d evoted mu:h of hi s t·; me to w r it ing . Fo r· th e iJ<d ten y eet rs he 

had been compiling a Dictiona ry of Region al A rm enian. 

, His 756-pagc vo lum ::: on Frik, w hich W CI S rub 1ished in hJr:w York in 
1952, is a fine example of hi s scho !ar shir. 

Archbishop Tirayre has ten publ ished and t h i rty-n ine unpu !J ii shed 
works on various subjects. 

His Eminence w as not only a d isting uished p relate but al so a renowned 

bibliophile. He wa s the ow ner of a magnificent library of some 5,000 

volumes. A discriminating co llector, His Eminence specialized in first and 

limited editions, rare bindings, and rare illustrati o ns. 

Archbishop Tirayre, the noble prince, pre late and scholar, passed to 

his eternal rest on Holy Thursday, March 29, 1956, at th E: age of 89. 

He was the last surv ivor of the four great m en w ho had bee n class

mates in Etchmiadzin, His Holiness Catholicos Geo rg VI. , Hi s Holiness 

Catholicos Garegin I. of Cilic ia , and the immortal Komitas Vardapet. 

Srpouhie A. Essefian 
Washington, D. C. , A ugust, 1956 



... ~ .,, 

The Very Rev. Francis B. SayreJ ]r. 

Photo by Harris & Ew ing 
Washington, D.C. 

::Dean o/ WaJhtn'Jion Cathedra/ 

With Best Wishes 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Babigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Souren Han~ssian 
Mr. and Mrs. George Kevorkian 

Dr. and Mrs. Edward Ohaneson 

J.Jope 

The "Chid Mission Church or the Diocese'' 
- this is the phrase used in diocesan annals to 
describe the purpose ol" the \Vashington Cathe
dral. It is a mission church whose task, like 
every mission, is to proclaim the Gospel of our 
I .ord Jesus Christ. Unlike others, it performs 
this function without a local congregation or 
many of the accustomed parish organizations 
and activities. 

!\ Catlwclral's calling is to clothe God's \ ·Vord 
in the grandeur ol" everlasting majesty !'or all 
the world to behold. 

Through <l h<llf century the Cathedral in tbe 
( ~;1pital City has coJJH.' to he recognized as the 
SVlllhol of a nation under Cod. The voice or 
tilL' C;llhcclr;!l ;mel its lllinistry speaks with 
directness to the men ancl the issues of our day. 
f'o those who live in \1\fashington and to the 

many who collle from far and ncar, the worship 
of the Cnlwdral spc;Jks of Power ;md Provi
dence and ol" the family of Cod whose house 
it is. 

llcrc is oiTcrcd not only a challenge but a 
unique opportunity to friends, old and new, to 
ioin in l"clluwship as huilders and keepers of a 
national n·ntcr ol Christi;m inspiration-·-TI IE 
\\'i\SlllNCTON Ci\TJ JEDI\1\L. 

fiHANcis B. SAYRE, Jn. 



WASHINGTON CATHEDRAL 

Photo by C. H. Severance 

The North Transept 

With Best Wishes 

1\'Ir. and Mrs. Hrandt Nor air 

WaJkingion Catkedra/ Crown!l 

...Jh·lJ/,.eJf Poinl in Capital 

High above the historic Potomac River, WASHINGTON CATHEDRAL 

occupies a commanding position on the skyline of th~ Nation's Capital. 

Designed in the purest Gothic tradition, when completed it will rank among 

the six greatest Cathedrals in the wor~d . 

Visitors have the unique experience of seeing how a Cathedral of the 

midd:e ages must have looked under construction. Yet it is not a copy of 

an o'd wor!d structure but an expression of the finest in Gothic architecture 

a:ld symbo~ism, rising on American soil to serve Americans as their Cathed 

ral in the heart of the nation. 

Cru·ciform in design, the North and South Transepts forming the arms 

o f the cross, its foundations measure one-tenth of a mile from the exterior 

of the Apse to the West Portal. Its G~oria in Excelsis tower will ris~ 125 

feet above the Washington Monument . The total area will be 75,000 
square feet. 

Americans everywhere consider it "Our Cathedral". Thousands have 

shared in building it through their contributions toward its construction 

and maintenance. Their gifts, many in the form of m emorial and thanks

giving stones costing from $10 up, are incorporated into its walls. 

More than 250,000 annually come to visit and worship here. St,udents 

o f architecture and art, of organ and choral music, of history and ·liturgics, 

sludy and observe. Photographers constantly record its rare and beautiful 

features. The Library collections are widely used . 

Nearly ha~f-way toward completion, WASHINGTON CATHEDRAL is 

c1lready close to fulfilling its destiny as a "house of prayer for all people". 

A s people everywhere help to build its South Transept, Nave and central 

lower, this Cathedral in the Capital City is a witness to the power of the 

Ch(istian faith - symbol of a free church in a free state - an inspiring, 

insrument for the furtherance of God's Kingdom .o.n Earth. 

;~ 



Bronze Plaque Dedicated To 
THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER 

Bas-relief of Plaque by 
Lieut. Hovak Najarian, USNR 

.Jn memor'~ o/ :Jt,_e Unknown Soldier 
Who Marle The 

Supreme Sacrifice 
For the Preservation of the 

Basic Freedoms that are Essential 
For Human Existence 

In a Free World 
Presented September 2, 1956 by 

The Armenian Church Youth Organization of America 
Founded - Providence, Rhode Island 1946 

Albert Der htevasian, - Srpouhie A. Essefian 
Hon. and Mrs. Dickr•n Hovsepian, - Lieut. Hovak Najarian, USNR 

. . . THE EMBLEM OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 
~~~ .YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA AND 

ITS SYMBOLIC MEANING 

The emblem of the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America, 

adopted at its inception, is to be interpreted as follows: 
The radiations from the center of the cross symbolize the truths of the 

Christian religion that shine forth through the centuries. 

The symbols under the horizontal bar of the cross are: 
a) (right hand side)· The doub'e peaks of Mount Ararat, reprcs ':mtino 

the Armenian peop:e and its destiny. Ararat has been the silent 

witness of the victories as well as the defeats of the Armenians 

through their existence as a people and a nation. Its represen

tation on the A. C. Y. 0. A. emblem means that the members of 

the Organization make the pledge of standing for the ideals for 

which the Armenian nation has stood always. 
b) (left hand s :de) The United States eagle with its wings wide-spread 

and star above each wing. The eagle looks proudly into far 

distances and ho:ds, as usual, a batch of arrows. The eagle rep

resents the United States. Its presence on the A. C. Y. 0. A. 

emblem symbolizes the loyalty of the members of the A. C. Y. 0 . 

A. to the Constitution of the United States and to its principles 

of democracy and freedom. 

The chain that encircles the cross on the emblem represents solidarity 

c~mong the members of the A. C. Y. 0. A. in their service to God and to 

people. 

These symbols are designed on a shield which stands for the deter

mination with which the objects of the A. C. Y. 0. A. are to be carried out. 

The shield also stands for defense against dangerous encroachments . 

It will be noted that the dominating feature of the emblem is the cross . 

This indicates the fact that Christ is ovr Lord and that to Him we owe obe
dience above all, 

With Best Wishes 

"" . Obie Bagdasarian 
Mr. and Mrs. James Barouyrian 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kalayjian, Rockville, Md. 
Mr. and. Mrs. Dikran Nalbandian 

... ~~~ -· r 
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Ralph A. Yagjian 

Chairman Central Council 

Past Central Council Chairmen 

Zaven Hovsepian 

Manoog Heditsian 
Matthew Matteosian 

M. Casey Kazanjian 

Ralph A. Yagjian 

. · .;.~~-, -

CENTRAL COUNCIL MEM&ERS 
' 1955-1956 

RALPH A. YAGJIAN 

Chairman 

MATTHEW MA TTEOSIAN 

Vice Chairman 

ROSE BANNAIAN 

Recording Secretary 

ARPENA TAVITIAN 

Corresponding Secretary 
ELIZABETH EKMANIAN 

Acting Treasurer 

NUBAR M. DORIAN 

Educational Director 
DENNIS R. PAPAZIAN 

Junior Group Director 

HARRY SARKISSIAN 

Publicity Director 

NISHAN ESKIJIAN 

Youth Camp and Seminary Fund 

Host Chapters 

1 946 - Providence, R. I. 

1947 - Philadelphia, Pa. 

1948 ·- Detroit, Mich. 

1949 New Britain, Conn. 

1950 - Evanston, Ill. 

1951 -- Watertown, Mass. 

1952 - Worcester, Mass. 

1953 - Cleveland, Ohio. 

1954 - Troy, N. Y . 
1955 - Racine, Wis. 

MEMBERS OF PAST CENTRAL COUNCILS 
Gerald Aharonian 

Leo Bakalian 

lee Bedigian 
Acabe Boornazian 

Alex Dadourian 
Arshag Gechijian 

Shockey Gengozian 

Manoog Heditsian 

Emma Hovsepian 

Paul Hovsepian 

Zaven Hovsepian 

Jack Kazanjian 

M. Casey Kazanjian 

Avedis Kevorkian 
Harold Manoogian 

Gertrude Nahigian 

Paul Najarian 
Arax Selvinazian 

Haig Serabian 

Mary Shalakian 

Armen Shekerjian 

John Soursourian 

Arthur Yagjian 

Grayce Hadrian Yeramian 

Mary Azarian Zotian 

CHAPTERS OF 
THE ARMENIAN CHURCH YOUTH 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

BOSTON, Mass·. 

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. 

CHICAGO, Ill. 

CLEVELAND, Ohio. 

DETROIT, Mich. 

EVANSTON, Iii. 
HARTFORD, Conn. 

HAVERHILL, Mass. 

LAWRENCE, Mass. 

LOWELL, Mass. 

NEWARK, N. J. 

NEW YORK (Holy Cross) 

NEW YORK (St. Gregory) 

• NO RTH 1>1-JILADELPHIA, Pa. 

" PATERSON, N. J. 
PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

RACINE, Wis. 

SOUTH MILWAUKEE, Wis . 

'' TORONTO, Ont., CanadCI. 
TROY, N. Y. 

UN:ON CITY, N. J. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
WATERTOWN, Mass. 

WeST PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
WEST PULLMAN, Iii. 
WORCESTER, Mass. 

<, • '< and a welcome to New Chapters 

"U m ·. ·~ NEW· BRITAIN, Conn. * NEW YORK (Long Island) 
· .,., •";o, •MONTR;EAL, Qu3., Canada. .,. NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y. 

. ' ~ 11 I(" ~ · ~· . 

(*) Chapters not represented in Tenth Anniversary Booklet . 
1 '1 ~ • ' • 

r . ·; 995 
f r !' , 

941 916 
903 

864 
., 

656 
767 

: 
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359, 

1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 
... , . 
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On .!JtJ :Jenfh AnniverJar!f 

HISTORY OF ACYOA 

Before World War II the younger generation of the Armenian Church 

had groups of young people organized on a local parish basis. These groups 

came about in order to offer the young people of the parishes an oppor

tunity to take an active part in the church life of their community. Even

tually the need was felt for a national Church Youth Organization and so 

during his tenure of office as Primate in the United States His Eminence 

Archbishop Garegin Hovsepian strivEd to bring this about. But World 

War II interrupted the activities of these local groups, some of which were 

completely dissolved, while others were simp.y inactive during the war 

years . 

The end of the War and the return from service of our young men and 

women renewed the necessity of reorganizing the church youth groups. 

This task fell to His Grace Bishop Tiran Nersoyan, the newly-elected Primate 

of North America. With his untiring and s:d:ess effort Bishop Tiran travel

led throughout America and carried the challenge direct:y to the youth, 

shaping and forming the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America. 

In all active Armenian communities he organized the local youth groups 

or reorganized those from which the initiative and interest had evaporated. 

To all these groups he passed on the informing spark, so important to the 

creating and carryinig on of the activities of this organization. 

The culmination of this effort was the formation of the Armenian Church 

Youth Organization of America on January 12, 1946, at the Constitutional 

Assembly held in Providence, R. 1. In this Assembly gathered young 
Armenian men and women from the many church communities throughout 

the Eastern Diocese. The two-day meeting resulted in the framing of the 

Constitution of the A. C. Y. 0. A., the establishing of the objects, the 

policies, the activities, the administration and many other phases of an 

organization. The delegates to this Assembly elected a Central Council 
from among their members to carry on the administration of the organiza

tion. The members of the first Central Council were: Zaven Hovsepian, 

John Soursourian, Arthur Yagjian, Matthew Matteosian, Grayce Yeramian, 

Jack Kazanjian, and Mary Shalakian. A constitutional committee was chosen 

With Best Wishes 

Mr. and Mrs. Krikor Avedikian 
Mr. and Mrs. George Baldadian 

to prepare the Constitution in its final form and present it for ratification . 

1\ national Church Youth Organization functioning under the supervision of 

the Primate and the Diocesan Council of the Armenian Church of North 

America was now a reality. 

Then the chapters, with a semblance of a Constitution to guide them, 

immediately went into action. Membership drives, social, cultural and 

educational programs were sponsored under the A. C. Y. 0. A. banner. 

The first Constitution was ratified in July 1946 by the Primate and the 

Diocesan Council. From these humble beginnings the A. C. Y. 0. A. has 

~]one ahead in the ensuing years to become the largest Armenian-American 

youth organization in the United States, preparing its youth to become 

good Christians and active participants in the work of their beloved Church. 

During the past ten years assemblies have been held in Philadelphia, 

Boston, Worcester, New Britain, Troy, Cleveland, Detroit, Evanston, Racine 

c111d on this, the Tenth Anniversary of the Organization, the biggest as

sembly is held in the nation's capital, Washington, D. C. 

The Organization has grown to thirty chapters with a membership of 

over one thousand, having a monthly magazine, the ARMENIAN GUARDIAN, 

clll d the project it has undertaken have been many and varied. Some of 

cllld the projects it has undertaken have been many and varied. Some of 

wntributing yearly to the Seminary Fund with the intent to step up this 

cnca of interest; the establishing of a Youth Camp for the Diocese, the 

Jerusalem Pilgrimage, Church School Teachers' Conferences, publishing a 

Prc'lyer Manual and Catechism, and above all the helping of the Church in 

its work. The work of the A. C. Y. 0. A. and its development is one 

( ons tant work of an upward and enlightened journey to God. 

··-

With Best Wishes 

Mr. and Mrs. Barkev Kurk 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Nakkashian 
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A nne Andonian 

Elizabeth Andonian 

John Bal ian 

Shahan Balian 

Mary Basdeki an 

Naomi Basdek ia n 

John Barouyrian 

Albert Der Tatevasia n ~ 

Srpouhie A. Essefian 

Armen Garabedi an 

Mich ael M . HilChigi<;ln 

/;\ergerst Arabia n 
Anne M anowklen 

H 0 S T 

Senior Members 

Rose Jaboolian 

Rita Jerrehian 

Louise Ga rabedian 

Pau line Garabedian 

A lice Hintl ia n 

George Khosrofian 

Harry Khosrofian 

Joyce Khosrofi an 

Lucy N albandian 

Dick Tossounian 

Myron V artabedian 

Junior Members 

Haig Manoukian 
Mariam M~tnowkltH'\ 

MESSAGE FROM 

THE REV. FATHER LEVOt-1 ARAKELIAN 

The Armenian Church Youth Organization of America has come a long 

way since its inception early in 1946. The Organization's very existence has 

proven beneficial to the Armenian community at large and to the younger 

generation in particular . 

It is not a mere coincidence that the ACYOA is celebrating its Tenth 

Birthday in the Capital of our nation because the objects of this brotherhood 

bas ically parallel those of the Constitut ion of the Un ited States. Article 

11, par. 3 of the ACYOA Constitution is quoted herewith for ready refer

ence: 

"To deepen and strengthen among its (members the knowledge 
of and lo,yalty to :~he .principles of ·the Constitution of vhe United 
States. To uphold the spirit :of human freedom, universal justice, 
brotherhood of men and devotion to duty as good citizens, de· 
dicated to the service of their God .and country". 

The ACYOA, comparable to the constituents of our country, is one of 

many components of a large integrated group, the Armenian Church. 

Th is is an outstanding milestone for the members of the ACYOA. 

By appraising our shortcomings and achievements of the past ten years 

we should gain a better perspective in looking forward to the ten years 

<1 head. 

When the number of ACYOA members of this community is compared 

wi th that of larger cities it will be found that individual effort per capita 

is exceptionally high . 

We sincerely congratulate this community and its ACYOA Chapter for 
lheir achievements. 

I fervently pray God to bless the work of this Organization. May its 

,,ccomplishments prove fruitful and an inspiration to our youth. 

Prayerfully, 

Re v. Fr . Levon Arakelian 

Pastor, SS. Sahag and Mesrob 

Armenian Church of 

West Philadelphia, Pa. 
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August 31 to September 3, 1956 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

2:00p.m. to 
6 :00p.m. to 
9:00p.m. to 

5:00p.m. 
8:00p.m. 
1:00 a.m. 

9:00a.m. 8:00a.m. to 
9 :00a.m. 

I 0 :00a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. to 
6:00p.m. to 
9 :30p.m. 

to 12:00 noon 
2:00p.m. 
5:00p.m. 
9 :00p.m. 

10:00 p.m. to 1 :00 a.m. 

9:00a.m. to 12:00 noon 
1 :00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m . 
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

6 :00pm .. to 
9:00p.m. to 

9:00a.m. 

8:00p.m . 
1:00 a.m . 

11 :00 a.m. to 8:00p.m. 

FRIDAY - AUGUST 31st 

Swimming Party ..................... .. ..... Hotel Pool 
Registration of Delegates .......... .. Hotel Lobb 
Mixer Party and 
Variety Show ...... .. ......... ..... Continental Roo 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1st 

Registration of Delegates .............. Hotel Lobby, 
First Session ............... ..... .... Continental Room 
Sightseeing Tour 
Second Session .................. Continental Roo 
Banquet ..................................... . Sheraton Hal 
Films of A.C.Y .O .A. 
Jerusalem Pilgrimage ................ Caribar Roo 
Tenth Anniversary Ball ...... .... .. .. Sheraton Hal 

SUNDAY - SEPTEMBER 2nd 

Third Session ...................... Continental Roo 
Divine Liturgy .............. Washington Cathedra 
Dedication of Plaque 
To Unknown Soldier .......... Arlington Nationa 
and Laying of Wreath Cemetery 
Delegates' Dinner 
Hye Kisher ........ ................. ... Burgundy Roo 

MONDAY -- SEPTEMBER 3rd 

Fourth Session ... .. ............... Continental Roo 
Picnic ................ I.C.E. Club, Suitland Marylan 

TENTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
COMMITTEES 

Albert Dcr Tatcvasian Shahan Balian 
Clwirmun V ice Clwinnun 

Joyce Khosrori :m 
Secre tary 

John 13arouyrian 
I l:m-y Klwsn>l"ian 
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PLIBUCTTY 
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t\nnc Manoukian , \lice-Cllllirnum 

· - - · -..:-~~ 
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"hahan Balian, Clwim1mt 
I .ucy N :dhamlian, Vice-( 'llll irllt r.m 

TF.NTI T 1\N:\fiVEHSi\ln' BOOKI .FT 

Srpouhie A. Essefian, Booklet Editor 

Hovak ~ajarian. Art Director 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 

The Washington Chapter of the Armenian Church Youth Organization 

of America, which has the pleasure and privilege of being ho.st to its mem
bers and guests on this Tenth Anniversary Assembly, welcomes everyone 
to the beautiful capital of our nation. 

We take this opportunity to express our thar1ks to President Dwight 0. 
Eisenhower; to .the Very Rev. Francis B. Sayre Jr., Dea.., o~ Washington Cathe
dral for permitting us the use of the Cathedral; to our Primate His Eminence 

Archbishop Mampre Calfayan; to our Founder, His Eminence Archbishop 
Tiran; to our Clergy, our Central Council, and our Chapters for their valuable 
cooperation. 

We also express our thanks to all those who have helped us In the 
preparation of our Tenth Anniversary Booklet; to the Rev. Father Arten 
Ashjian, whose book "History of the Armenian Diocese" served as source 
material in preparing the biographies of the churches in our Diocese; to 
Mr. Samuel H. Toumayan o~ New York for making available to us cuts 
of the Clergy, to Mr. Paul Chaputian of N'ew York and Mr. Walter Vartan 

of Evanston, Jllinois, for donating many of the cuts in this Booklet; to our 
Patrons, Patronesses, and Boosters whose warm-hearted contributions are 
deeply appreciated. 

To each and everyone we reiterate our sincere gratitude. 

Srpouhie A. Essefian, Booklet Editor 

ARMENIAN CHURCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

Washington ·Chapter 
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PRIMATES OF THE DIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA 

from 1898 to 1956 

His Grace Bishop Hovsep Sarajian 
1898 to 1906 

His Eminence Archbishop Yeznik Abahouni 
1908 (September-October) 

Very Rev. Arsen Vardapet Vehouni 
September 1913 to November 1917 

His Eminence Archbishop Tirayre Ter Hovhannesian 
March 1 921 to September 1928 

His Eminence Archbishop Leon Tourian 
May 1 931 to December 1 933 

His Eminence Archbishop Garegin Hovsepian 
June 1939 to November 1944 

His Eminence Archbishop firan Nersoyan 
November 1944 to May 1954 

His Eminence Archbishop M·ampre Calfayan 

November 1 954 

NOTE:- From 1906 to 1908 there was a locum tenens. 
From November 1908 to July 1913 the situation of the Primacy 

was a confusing one. 
The Very Rev. Shahe Vardapet Kasparian served as locum 

tenens from 1917 to 1920. 
In 1920 His Eminence Archbishop Khoren Mouradpekian (later 

His Holiness Catholicos Khoren I) was sent to the United States as 

Legate of the Holy See. 
His Grace Bishop Papken Gulesserian (later Cathol:icos Papken 

of Cilicia) was the next locum tenens, serving from 1920 to 1921. 
Rev. Serovpe Archpr-iest Nershabouh was locum tenens from 

October 1928 to July 1930; and Rev . Haroutune Archpriest Sarkis

si·an from August 1930 to December 1 930. 
From December 1930 to May 1931 th~ Primacy was vacant. 
From December 1933 to June 1939 the Very Rev. Mampre 

Vardapet Calfayan served as locum tenens. 
His Eminence Archbishop Mampre Calfayan served as locum 

tenens from May 1954 to November 1954 when he was elected 

Primate. 

HIS EMINENCE 
ARCHBISHOP MAMPRE CALFAYAN 

Primate of the Eastern Diocese of North America 

630 Second Avenue - New York 16, N. Y. 

His Eminence Archbishop 

Mampre Ca!fayan was born in 

Smyrna, Asia Minor, in 18?3, 
and christened Aram . 

H~ received his early educa

tion in Smyrna. During World 

War I he lived in Egypt where 

he was associated with a French 

bank. He also served in th~ 

Fre nch Foreign Legion . 

In 1920 he entered the Semi

nary of the Armenian Patriar

chate of Jerusalem and was 

o :·da :ned archdeacon in 1921 . 

Subsequent:y he was ordained 
a ceiibate priest by Hi s Beati -

tude Patriarch Elysee Tourian 

and renamed Mampre Abegha. 

l-ather Mampre served in the Armenian Monastery of Jaffa until 1925 
when he was appointed pastor of the Armenian Church in Marseilles. 

His Grace Bishop Krikoris Balakian, Legate of the Holy See to Europe, 

conferred upon Mampre Abegha the doctoral degree of Vardapet. 

In 1927 the Very Rev . Mampre Vardapet came to the United States and 

ht•cdme pastor of the Holy Cross Church in Union City, New Jersey. 

In 1934 Father Mampre was elected locum tenens of this Diocese and 

•.t•rvcd in that capacity until June, 1939. 

1935 Father Mampre was consecrated bishop by His Holiness Catholicos 
Kho re n I. 

From 1942 to 1946 His Grace, now Archbishop Mampre, served as 

f'r imate of the Armenian Diocese of California. 

Ret urning to the Eastern Diocese, his Eminence served as temporary 

Jlrlslor of Armenian churches rn Hartford, New Britain, and Paterson. 

His Eminence Archbishop Mampre Calfayan was elected locum tenens 

on May 4, 1954, and Primate on November 27, 1954. 
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THE VERY REV. 
V AHRAM DZ. V ARDAPET NAZARETIAN 

Pastor - St. Joh!'l ·the Baptist Church 

Miami, Florida 

The Very Rev. Vahram Oz. 

Vardapet Nazaretian was born 

in Nicomedia, Asia Minor, in 

1 886, and christened Vahram. 
He received his primary 

education in the local Armenian 

school and later entered the 

Theological Seminary of Ar

mash, in Asia Minor, where he 

was ordained archdeacon. 

In 1910 Deacon Vahram was 

ordained a celibate priest by 

His Grace Archbishop Stephanos 

Hovaguimian, Primate of Nico

media, and appointed pas•tor of 

St. James Church in Psamatia, 

a suburb of Constantinople. 

The Very Rev. Vahram Var

dapet came to the United States 

of the Armenian Church in Wor-

cester, Mass. 
Subsequently he was transferred to Chicago, Ill. 

From 1919 to 1943 he served in churches in New Jersey, Michigan, 

and Pennsylvania. 
In 1943 Father Vahram returned to St. Gregory's Church in Chicago 

where he remained for about nine years. 
Because of failing health he was transferred to Miami, Florida, in 1954 

where he has been pastor of St. John's Church ever since. 

THE VERY REV. 

ELISHA VARDAPET SIMONIAN 
.Pastor - Holy Cross Church 

New York, N. Y. 

rhc Very Rev. l!iisha Vardupet Si monian WilS born in Kasaba, Smyrna, 

1\-;i,J Minor, in 1900 and christened Hovhannes. 

He received his primary education in Armenian and American schoo's 

111 Smyrna. 

In 1913 he entered the Seminary of the Armenian Patriarchate in Jeru

•,Ldcm and after his graduation returned to ~myrna. 

He cam= to the United States in 1924. 
He was ordained archdeacon by His Eminence Archbishop Kaoekin 

Khcllchadourian, Primate of the Ca:ibrnia Diocese, (now Patriarch of 

< or 1slan tinople). 

In 1932 he was o~dain ed a ce ibate priest by His Eminence Archbishop 

I "Oil Tourian, and renamed Elisha Abegha. 

O n January 22, 1933, Archbishop Tourian conferred upon Elisha Abe

qlrcl !he doctoral degree of Vardapet. 

The Very Rev. Elisha Vardapet has also studied at the Hartford Theo

lcr~Jical Seminary and is a graduate of Brown University and holds a Master 
crl 1\rls degree from the latter. 

He first served as pastor o'f Holy Ascension Church in Bridgeport, Conn. 

.rrHI was transferred to New York to become Assistant Pastor of Holy Cross 
< lrurch . 

O n March 3, 1934, the Very Rev. Elisha Vardapet was elected Full 

l',, •, lo r o f Holy Cross Church and has been serving in that capacity for the 
1•.r•,1 lwenty-two years. 



THE VERY REV. 
MURON V ARDAPET GOURDJIKIAN 

Pastor~ St. George's Church - Hartford, 

Holy Resurrection Church, New Britain, Conn. 

1 he Very Rev. Muron Varda

P-' uOUidJtkian was born in 

'-J·•S•dnnnopte in 1912 and 

Lnrts,.;,tad \.7arbis. rle received 

, 11s pr rmary education in Greece. 

"r r '1'1 1 ne entered the Semi

na, y or tne Armenian Patriar

utare 1n Jarusa.em and in IY30 
vvas oraamed archdeacon by 

nrs Ll1trnence Archbishop IVIes

roo J'>Jtsnantan, locum-tenens ot 

"t.= r'dl 11archate. 

,-.r .ar s·rudytng four more 

y.od.~ ar the ;,eminary he was 

u.Lia.lt..;O tn JY:34 to the Cetibate 

P• r.=s.t10od by His Beatitude Pat

riarch l'orkom Koushagian, who 

re; 1am2d him Muron Abegha. 

In 1935 Patriarch Torkom con

ferred upon him the do:tora1 degree of Vardapet and in 1940 he was 

granted permission to wear the pectoral cross and, in 1946, the purple 

phelonion. 

From 1936 to 1948 the Very Rev. Muron Vardapet served as pastor of 

the Armenian community of Jaffa, as instructor at the Seminary, as Super

visor of the Armenian rights in the Basilica of the Nativity, as member of 

the Synod of the Patriarchate, and also as director of the Gulbenkian Library 

of the Patriarchate. 

Muron Vardapet was chairman of the Armenian Relief Committee 

which was established by His Beatitude Patriarch Guregh in 1948 to take 

care of the refugees of the Palestine war, which post he held until 1950. 

The Very Rev. Muron Vardapet came to the United States in September, 

1954. He is pastor of two churches in Connecticut: St. George's in Hart

ford, and Holy Resurrection in New Britain. 

THE VERY REV. 
MESROH V ARDAI'ET SEMERJIAN 

Worcester, Mass. 

--------·c--r;-.oo;-c-.,s:.-~~3 

The Very Rev. Mesrob Var

dapet Semerjian was born in 

Aleppo, ~yria, in 191 5, and 

christened Vahan. 

He was brought to th2 United 

States at the age of four and re

ceived his primary education in 

the public schoo's of Low ell, 

Mass. 

In 1932, while still a you:l g

ster, he was given the rank of 

stole-bearer by His Eminence 

Archbishop Leon Tourian. 

lhe following year he was 

graduated from Lowell High 

s : hool and served as instructor 

in the Armenian School of 

Lowell . 

In 1935 he went to Jerusalem and entered the Seminary of the Ar-

fllt 'flitJn Patriarchate. The following year he was ordained archdeacon by 

llr •, Bt!c1litude Patriarch Torkom Koushagian, and in 1939 he was graduated 
lll>tll the Seminary. 

Dc!acon Vahan returned to the United States in 1940 and was ordained 

'" Jlw ce libate priesthood and renamed Mesrob Abegha by His Eminence 
J\ t , ltl>i ~ h op Garegin Hovsepian. 

Mc! sro b Abegha continued his theological studies at the Hartford 

' •"""""ry Foundation and received degrees in Bachelor of Religious Edu 

' "'">" r~ n d Master of Arts. 

l11 1942 Archbishop Garegin conferred upon him the doctoral degree 

'" v. llclctpe t. 

II H! Very Rev. Mesrob Vardapet has held pastorates in several parishes 

111 c llllf lec li cut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, and Massachusetts. 

It om 1953 to April, 1956, he was pastor of the Church of the Holy 

'•>~VII>t n in Worcester, Mass. Last Easter he led the ACYOA Pilgrimage to 
I. ·ttl· .. dc:m. 

ll1 c! Very Rev. Mesrob V. Semerjian is a frequent contributor to lhe 

t\ I~M l N IAN GUARDIAN as well as the HAYASTANYAITZ YEGEHETZI. 



THE VERY REV. 
SOUKIAS VARDAPET KAT.FAYAN 

Pastor - :St. Mesrob, Racine, -- St. Haroutune, South 

Milwaukee, - S'!. John, 'Wf!s l· Allis, Wisconsin 

The Very Rev. Soukias Varda

P~'t Kalfayan was born on April 

7, 1891, in Fenesse, Caesaria, 

As:a Minor, and christ:;ned Apik. 

He received his early ed uca

tion at the local Roubinian 

School. After his graduation 

from the loca l school he became 

a teacher in that school while 

also se rv ing as a choir director. 

In religion and scientific sub-

1 :::cts he was privately tutored 

by the Very Rev. f\1\ es rob Var

dap:;t Yet·etzian. 

H:; was o:-da in ed archd:;acon 

by His Grace Archbishop Terdat 

Ba!ian, Pt·imate of Ca esa ria. 

He received his higher educa-

tion in Constantinople, where 

he was a law student at the Uni versity of Constantinople. His studi es were 

interrupted during World War I but after his military se rvice he completed 

law school and was admitted to the Bar Association in 1923. 
In May 1924 Deacon Apik came to the United States with his wife and 

son and established a home and a printing press in Detro it. 

For twenty years he served as secretary of the Parish Council of 

St. John's Armenian Church in Detroit. 

His wife died in 1939 and on September 16, 1943, he was ordained 

to the celibate priesthood by His Eminence Archbishop Garegin Hovsepian 

and renamed Soukias Abegha. He wa s appointed to serve the three Ar

menian churches in Wi sconsin, name ly Rac ine, South Milwaukee, and West 

Allis, where he has served as pastor eve r since he was received into 

Holy Orders. , 
In December 1948 his Grace Bishop Sion Manoogian conferred upon 

Soukias Abegha the doctoral degree of Vardapet. 

THE VERY REV. 
ALAN V ARDAPET POTOOKIAN 
Pastor - .St. Gregory's Church, ·New York, N.Y. 

.. ·-· 
Q >·· r.r·· 

<,; 

The Very Rev. Alan Vardap:=t 

Potookian was born in Jerusa

lem in 1925 und christened 

Garabed. 

He received his primary edu

cation in the Armenian School of 

the Ho:y Translators in Jerusa

lem and continued his studies at 

the Terra Sancta College there. 

Before his graduation, however, 

he entered the civil service of 

the Palestine Government. 

In 1947 he entered the Ar-

menian Seminary of 

Lebanon, and was 

archdeacon in 1948. 

Antelias, 

ordained 

By arrangement of His Emi

nence Archbishop Tiran, Deacon 

Potooklan came to the United 

'dill<"; in 1951 and entered Berkeley tpiscopal Seminary in New · Haven, 

l 111111. 

In 1952 Deacon Garabed Potookian was ordained to the celibate priest

''"' .c\ hy Archbishop Tiran and renamed Alan Abegha . 
~)oon after his ordination Father Alan was appointed pastor of the Holy 

l·'••·.ur rec lion Church in New Britain, Conn. 

ltl 1954 His Eminence Archbishop Mampre Calfayan conferred upon 

1\l,llt 1\bcgha the doctoral degree of Vardap7:t. 

1\w Very Rev. Alan Vardapet has been serving as Assistant Pastor of 

'ol ( rlt'(JOry's in New York. 

I <tlhcr Alan is on the editorial staff of HAYASTANYAITZ YEGEHETZI 

o111tl11 conlributor to the ARMENIAN GUARDIAN. 



THE VERY REV. 
YEGHISHE ABE(;HA GIZIRTAN 
Pastor - St. Mary's Church, Newark, N. J. 

The Very Rev. Yeghishe Abe

gha Gizirian was born in Damas

cus, Syria, in 1926 and chris

tened Zaven. 

He received his elementary 

education in local Armenian 

schoo!s. In 1940 he entered the 

Seminary of the Armenian Ca
tho'icate of Ante!ias, Lebanon. 

Four years later His Eminence 

Archbishop Yeprem D:::>hmouni 

o~dained him an archdeacon and 

on May 25, 1947 D:acon Zaven 

was ordain ed to the celibate 

priesthocd by His Grace Bishop 

Terenig Po'adian, who renamed 

him Yeghishe Abegha. 
Following his ordination, the 

Very Rev. Yeghishe Abegha 

taught at the Seminary for four years while at the same time serving as 

Managing Editor of "Hask", official organ of the Catholicate of Antelias . 
In addition, Father Yeghishe was Custodian of the Monastery's pro

perties. 
In 1951 the Very Rev . Yeghishe Abegha came to the United States to 

continue his theological studies and serve in the North American Diocese. 
His first assignment was the Assistant Pastorship of Holy Cross Church 

in New York City. Later he served for one year as temporary pastor of 

St. John's Church in Miami, Florida. 

Father Yeghishe has been Pastor of St. Mary's Church in Newark, New 

Jersey, for the past two years. 

THE VERY REV. 
HRANT ABEGHA KHACHADOURIAN 
Pastor - St. Gregory the Illuminator, Haverhill, Mass. 

The Very Rev. Hrant Abegha 

Khachadourian was born in 

Aleppo, Syria, on May 18, 1926, 

and christened Haroutune. 

He received his primary edu
cation at the Haigazian School 

and was graduated in 1940. 

The same year he entered 

the Seminary ~f the Armenian 

Catho:icate in Antelias, Lebanon, 

and was lat.er o:·dained arch

d:aco:l by His Eminence Arch

bishop Y::prem Dohmouni. Dea

:o:l Haroutune was the Assistant 
C'lo:rma3Lr of the Seminary. 

In 1947 he left the Seminary 

and went to Amman, Jordan, as 

an instructor at the Hetoumian 
S( hool in that city . In the meantime he served as Choirmaster of the Ar

rn e nian Church in Amman. He also organized a choral group there and 
q.rve a concert in May, 1947. 

Deacon Haroutune returned to Antelias in 1948 and was ordained a 

' Plibate priest on June 6, 1948, by His Eminence Archbishop Khat, who 
rt •ndmed him Hrant Abegha. 

From 1948 to 1951 Father Hrant was music instructor to a special class 

" ' priests at the Seminary in Antelias and was himself studying music at 
ll w American University and the Academy of Fine Arts in Beirut. 

By arrangement of His Eminence Archbishop Tiran, the Very Rev. Hrant 

1\begha came to the United States, arriving in New York on March 21, 1952. 

On April 4, 1952, he was appointed pastor of St. Gregory the lllumi
ll.r lor in Haverhill, Mass. , where he has heen serving since then. 
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THE VERY REV. 
OSHAGAN ABEGHA MINASSIAN 
Pastor - Holy Cross Church, Lawrence, Mass. 

The Very Rev. Oshagan Abe-

gha Minass ian 

A1eppo, Syria, 

1930. 

was born in 

on August 22, 

H~ re::eived his elementary 

education at the Haygazian 

School in Aleppo and was grad

uat2d on June 15, 1944. 

That sam2 year he entered 

the Seminary of the Armenian 

Catho:icate of Antelias, Lebanon, 

and in May of 1948 was or

dained a d~acon by His Grace 

Bishop Terenig Poladian. 

Two ye ars later he left the 

Seminary for a yea r and took 

specia l courses in the Americatl 

College of Aleppo. 

In 1951 Deacon Minassian entered the Seminury of the Armeniun 

Patriarchate of Jerusal em where he completed hi s theologi cill stud ies ilnd 

was ordained a celibate priest by His Grace Bishop Khoren Paroia n, Primate 

of the Armenian Diocese of Lebanon. 
While in Jerusalem he taught in the Seminary of St. James and or

ganized a choral group in Jerusalem. 
By arrangement of His Eminence Archbishop Tiran, the Very Rev. 

Oshagan Abegha came to the United States in September, 1953, and was 

assigned to the pastorate of the Holy Cross Armenian Church in Lawrence, 

Mass. 
Aside from his pastoral dut·ies Father O shagan organized a choral 

group and gave his first annual concert on May 1, 1955. 
On July 17, 1955, Father Oshagan was injured in a diving accident 

) 

ut Salisbury Beach, Mass., and ha s s ince then heen undergoing intensive 

medical treatment. He is improving steudily under expert medirul und 

therapeuti cal care. 

Meanwhile Father Hrant Khachadourian of Haverhill and Father Garen 

Gdanian of Lowell are taking turns ministering to Father Oshagan's parish. 

All the members of the Armenian Church and his many other friends 

everywhere join in fervent prayers for the recovery of Father Oshagan. 

THE VERY REV. 
V ATCHE ABEGHA HOVSEPIAN 

Pastor - Holy Cross Chur<;h, Union City, N. J. 

The Very Rev. Vatche Abegha 

Hovsepian was born in Beirut, 

Lebanon, on June 11, 1930, and 

christened Hovsep. 

He received his preliminary 

education at the Mesrobian Na

tional School in Beirut. 

In 1944 he entered the Semi

nary of the Armenian Catholi

cate of Cilicia, in Antelias, Leba

non and four years later was 

ordained archdeacon by His 

Grace Bishop Terenig Poladian. 

In 1951 Deacon Hovsep was 

ordained a celibate priest by His 

Grace Bishop Terenig Poladian 

and renamed Vatche Abegha. 

After his ordination Father 

Vatche was appointed instructor 
"' tlu• Surn inary of Antelias and held that post for one year. 

l 1orn 1953 to 1956 the Very Rev. Vatche Abegha continued his theo-

1. "'' ' .d ·;ludies at the College of the Resurrection near Manchester, England, 
""'I "' th e University of Edinburgh. 

I J,,, ing these three years Fath e r Vatche visited a number of Armenian 

'""ll''"'lilies in Europe, where he celebrated the Divine Liturgy in local 

, 1""'111". ilnd ministered to the spirit ual needs of the Armenians . 

1\y ilrrangement of Hi s Eminence Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, the 

v,., y l~ ev. Vatche Abeg ha Hovsepian came to the United States on May 25, 
I 'J',f,, .II HI was appointed Pastor of Holy Cross Church in Union City, N. J. 



THE VERY REV. 
OSHIN ABEGHA NTCOLJAN 

Assistant Pastor - Holy Cross Church, New York 

be received into the 1-'riesthood. 

The Very Rev. Oshin Abegha 

Nicolian was born in Constan

tinop1e on February 5, 1920, 

and christened Vagharshag. 
He received his elementary 

education at the local Dadian 

School, the Bezazian High School 

and continued at the Lycee 

Francaise, both in Constantin

ople. 

He went to France and en

tered the College de France in 

Paris where he studied social 

sciences, literature, and majored 

in philosophy. 

Mr. Nicolian came to the 

United States from Switzerland 

on March 6, 1956, in order to 

On March 22nd Mr. Nicolian was ordained archdeacon by Hi s Eminence 

Archbi shop Mampre Calfayan. 
At the Holy Cross Church in New 'York, on Sunday May 20, 1956, 

Deacon Vagharshag was ordained a celibate priest by Archbi shop Mampre, 

who renamed him Oshin Abegha. 
The newly ordained Very Rev . Oshin Abegha Nicolian w as appointed 

Assistant Pastor of the Holy Cross Church in Ne w York City. 

THE VERY REV. 
VASKEN ABEGHA TATOYAN 

Pastor - St. Sarkis Church, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

The Very Rev. Vasken Abe

gha Tatoyan was born in Nia

gara Falls, N. Y., on July 15, 

1931, and christened Gregory. 

He received his elementary 

education in the local public 

school and was graduated from 

High School there. 

He went abroad in 1950 and 

entered the Seminary of the 

Armenian Catholicate in An

t3:ias, Lebanon, where he stud

ied for four years. 

Returning to the United 

States in 1954 he was ordained 

archdeacon by His Eminenc 

Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, 
at St. Sarkis Church in Niagara 

Falls, on February 12, 1955. 
Ue acon Gregory he!d services every Sunday and prea ched in his 

' llltt ch where he also established a choir and ACYOA Chapter. 

At !he Holy Cross Church in New York City on May 20, 1956, Deacon 

( '' ~ ~ u or y was ordained a celibate priest by Archbishop Mampre, who re
tl<~ttwd him Vasken Abegha. 

The Very Rev. Vasken Abegha Tatoyan is now Pastor of St. Sarkis 
< lntrch in Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

He will also be Visiting Pastor of Holy Trinity Church in Toronto, St. 
( ;, ego ry's Church in St. Catharines, Ontario, and of the community of 
Mo ntrea l, Quebec, Canada. 



THE REV. FATHER 
HAROUTUNE TOUMA Y AN 

Pastor Emeritus :of Holy Trinity Church, Boston, Mass. 

The Rev. Father Haroutune 

Toumayan was born in Zeytoun, 

Ci licia, in 1879 and christened 

Nazareth. 

He received his early edu.::a

tio:l in local schoo!s and entered 

Centra l College in Zeytoun. Af

t.:::-r his graduation he taught Ar

menian history. 

He married Miss Takouhi Fun

dukian and in 1912 was or

dain2d to the priesthood by His 

Grace Bishop Nerses Danielian, 

l)rimate of Antioch, who re

named him Father Haroutune. 

After suffering many vicis-

situdes during World War I and 

having barely escaped alive, 

Father Haroutune was appointed to the pastorate of Mersin, Cilicia, in 1918. 

In 1921 Father Haroutune supervised the evacuation of thousands of 

Armenians from Cilicia while he himself was the last one to leave. 

For seven years he served in the Armenian Church in Nicosia, Cyprus, 

r~nd came to the United States in 1930. 
Before his assignment as Pa slor of Holy Trinity Armenian Church in 

Boston, Father Haroutune served briefly in lhe parishes of Binghamton, 

N. Y., and Worcester, Mass. 
Rev. Father Toumayan served the Boston parish for twenty-two 

years. 
He was accorded the rank of Archpriest. Catholicos Sahag II and 

Catholicos Khoren I each awarded him a pectora l cross. He has been honored 

with the privilege of using a pastoral staff - a privilege rarely accorded to 

the lay clergy. 
Rev. Father Toumayan is also the recipient of the Order of St. Gregory 

the Enlightener for his services to the Church and people in times of ex-

treme distress. 

,. 

THE REV. FATHER 
KHOREN MAMIGONIAN 

Pastor - Holy Ascension Church, Bridgeport, Conn. 

The Rev. Father Khoren Ma

migonian was born on March 6, 

1881, in Moosh, Anatolia, and 

christened Sisak. 

He received his early educa

tion in local schools and from 

his mother, who was a univer

sity graduate. 

At the age of 1 7 he entered 

the army and took part in sever

al battles, and was wounded a 

number of times. 

He was active in the field of 

education and served both as 

instructor and director of sever

al Armenian schools and or

phanages in Constantinople. 

l11 1918 he was instrumental in organizing the Regional Association 

"I I <lton and the following year he was first appointed Director of the Ar

tiH'IIic~n Union and later Secretary General of thirty-nine diffemnt regional 

"'·'·"'it~ lions. 
lie married in 1920 and came to the United St·ates. 

In 1935 Mr. Mamigonian was ordained a priest by His Grilr.e Bishop 

M.IIIIJ>re Calfa yan, who renamed him Father Khoren. 

Since then the Rev. Father Khoren Mamigonian has served as pastor 

j,, 'lllnches in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Wis

' '>rl';in, and in Canada. 

In recognition of his services Father Khoren has been accorded the 

1" rvilege of wearing the black and purple brocaded phelonion. 

Since 1955 he has been pastor of the Church of the Holy Ascension 

"' 1\r idgeport, Conn. 



THE REV. :FATHER 
VERTANES PAPAZIAN 

Pastor - St. Gregory the Illuminator's Church, New York, N. Y. 

rocar Armenian churches. 

The Rev. Father Vertanes Pa

pazian, son of the late Father 

Hovhannes Papazian, Vi ca r-Gen

eral of Nicomedia, Asia Minor, 

was born in Ni comed ia in 1895, 

and christ2n.::d Vahe. 

1--12 re::eiv .::d h:s primary edu

cation in local A:m::nian schools 

and lat.::r· aHJnd 2d co lle:;~e in 

Constantinople. 

Du~ing th:: 1915 massacres he 

and his fami:y w2re exiled to 

the deserts of Syria. Eventu31 y 

they fled to Damascus where 

the future priest s::rved as sub

deacon under his father. 

In 1918 the family returned 

to Constantinop le where his 

father was pastor of one of the 

He married in 1927 and was ordained deacon in the same year. 

In 1928 Deacon Vahe was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishor 

Stephanos Hovaguimi an, who renamed him Father Vertanes. 

Hi s Holiness Catholicos Georg V conferred upon him the privilege of 

wearing the pectoral cross and for his services in the Armenian Diocese of 

Bulgaria, Archbishop Stephanos granted him the privilege of wearing the 

brocaded phelonion. 

In 1934 the Bulgarian Mini stry of Education appoi nted Father Vertanes 

teacher of the Armenian students in the Bulgarian state colleges. 

Soon after his elevation to the rank of Archpriest, in 1947, Father 

Vertanes came to the United States and was appoin ted temporary pastor 

of St. Gregory's in New York . The fo llowing year the Parish Council unani

mously elected him Pastor of that church anrl he ha5 been serv ing in that 

cupacity for the past nine yeurs. 

THE REV. FATHER 
VARTAN MEGHEHIAN 

P.1stor - Lon_g island Church a"d Vicar-GePeral o~ 'he Dioces0 

'< ! is. 

: ~ :,~~·~~·. ' 
The Rev. Father Varian Mcg

herian was born in Ba::Jhc.lad, 

Iraq, in 1921 and christened 

Garabed . 

He receiv :d his preliminary 

educati o n in Armenian schools 

in Aleppo, Syria, and in 1936 

entered the Seminary of the Ar

m:onian Patria~chate of J:orusa

lem. 

In 1940 he was o;·dain2d 

archdea:cn by Hi s Beatitude 

Patr:arch Mesrob Nishanian. 

Hav irlJ comp:eted his studies, 

D.::aco,1 Garabed returned to 

A leppo in 1943 and b2came an 

instructor in local Armenian 

schools. 

lly ,,, rangement of Hi s emin ence A rchbishop Tiran he came to th e 

1/iirlr•• I :>idles in 1947 to continue his stud ies at the Seabury - Western 

,, ,, ... "I'·" Seminary and Northwestern University. He was graduated in 
, .... ,. olll<i II~Ce ived a Ma ster of Art s degree. 

li1 November 1947 Deacon Garabed married Miss Yevkin Der Bed

'"·'.r" "' lroy, N. Y. They have two da ughters, Zarmine, Lori, and a son 
ll.fld 

1 Jrr I d>rua ry 29, 1948, Archdea con Ga rabed was ordained a priest by 
riJ,IriH ·, IH>Jl firan and renamed :=ather V artan. 

llr· w.1s appointed pastor of St. James Church in Evanston, Illinoi s, 
· lr•·rr · lrr · ·.erved for eight years. 

lrr I l(•cember 1955 Father Vartan was designated pastor of the Ar

"'' ' "'"" l hurch in Long Island, N. Y. (now under construction). 

'•"" ,. September 1955 Father Varian has been the Vicar-General of 

1111. I 111" (':>e. Recently Hi s Eminence Archbishop Mampre Calfayan granted 

I ,,1111·1 Vo~rlcm the privil ege of wearing a purple brocaded phelonion. 



.• 
~· 

.8 THE REV. FATHER 
ARTEN ASHJJAN 

Pastor - St. James Church, Watertown, Mass. 

The Rev. Father Arten Ashjian 

was born in Aleppo, Syria, on 

Nov::: mbe r 21, 1919, and chris

tcn : d Antranik. 

H;; attended Arrn~nian paro

chial s:hools for two years and 

atte nded the High School of th ::: 

/. rn ::: rican College in Aleppo. 

In 1934 h e entered the Semi 

nar-y of th:'! Arm e nian Patriar

chate of Jerusalem and in 1938 

wa s o:·dained deacon by His 

Beatitude Patriarch Torkorn Kou

shagian. 

De aco:-1 Antranik continued 

his pos t-graduate studies in the

o'o::Jical and philosophical sub

l:;cts for three years and left the 

. \... - _ _ /'.~onaste ry in 1941 to return to 

Aleppo, where h e taught el e mentary school for fi ve y e ars. 

By arrangement of Hi s Emin e nce Archbishop Tiran, Dea con Antranik 

carne to the Unite d States in March 1947 and enroll e d at the G e n e ral Theo

logical Seminary of th e Epi scopal Church, from which he was graduated 

in 1950 with a Bachelor of Sacred Theology degree . 

On March 14, 1948 Deacon Antranik wa s ordained to the priesthood 

by Archbishop Tiran and wa s renamed Fathe r Arten . 

Rev. Father Arlen A s hjian's fir st assignment was the Assistant Pastor

ship of Holy Cro ss Church in N e w York. He has al so served as temporary 

pastor of the Armenian churches of Paterson, N. J . and North Philadelphia 

Pa. 
In 1950 h e married Miss Mary Harootian of Fresno, California. 

Since February 1955 he has been Pastor of St. James Church, in 

Watertown, Mass. 
Father Arte n, who ha s been on the Faculty of the Choir Association's 

Seminars since 1952, was the Dean in 1956. 
From 1947 to 1948 Father Arten served as Editor of HA YAST ANYAITZ 

YEGEHETZY and is now on the Editorial Staff of the ARMENIAN GUARDIAN. 

THE REV. FATHER 
ARNAK KASPARIAN 

Pas~or - St. John's Church, Detroit, Michigan 

The Rev. Fathe r A rna k Kas

parian was born in Marash, Asia 

Minor, on February 27, 1922 

a nd r. hri s ten ::: d Minas. 

He receiv::d his preliminary 

e du cation in lo cal Arm;;nian 

schools. 

In 1936 h e entered the Se

minary of th e Armenian Pat

ria:-chate of J e rusalem and was 

ordain e d archd e acon by His 

B;atitud e Patriarch Mesrob Ni

shanian, in 1940. 

Deacon Mina s went to Alep

po, Syria in 1944 and taught in 

an Armenian sc hool in that city 

for two years. 

lly <~rrangemen t o f Hi s l:min ~ nce Archbi sh o p Ti~an, D;;a co n Mina s 

" '·I • o~ rro1r1 came to t h e United States in 1947 and ente red the General 

ll"·" l' "t itcll Seminary of the Epi scopal Church in New York City. He also 

I ·" .~ '<>LJi scs at St. Vl ad imir' s Russian O rthodox Seminary. 

lr i 1949 De a co n Minas was graduate d from G e neral Theological 

' ,. rrrirr .rry w ith a Bach e lor of Sacred The ology d e gree. 

I >r:r~c:o n Minas Ka sparian w as ord a in e d to th e priesthoo d by Archbishop 

lr r o~rr <H I Ap ril 4, 1948, and re named Father Arnak. 

Iii 195 1 h e ma ~ ri ed Miss Violet .A.s lanian of Evanston, Illinois. Rev. and 

Mr ·. K <~spar ian have four children. 

iiH~ J./ev. Fathe r Arnak al so studi e d at the Hartford Seminary from 

lr •· ll· lie ho ld s a Ma ste r's d e gre e in Religious Education. At present he is 

t., J. >IHJ spec ial courses at the University of Detroit. 

:. irlce 1951 Fathe r Arnak has been Pastor of St. John's Church in 

Jr, ·tr., rl, M ic higan. 

! he Re v. Father Arnak Ka sparian is a member of the Detroit Pastor's 

1/ir r,rr , the Detroit Council of Churches, and the Detroit Orthodox Clergy

"r•·rr \ Assoc iation. 



THE REV. FATHER 
SHAHE ALTOUNIAN 

Pastor - 55. Sahag and Mesrob Church, Provid::mce, RhotJ" !s1and 

:..~ 

The Rev. Father Shahe Altoun

ian was born in Ni cosia, Cyprus , 

in 1922, and chri s t0ncd Le von, 

H~ received hi s p rc 1iminary 

cdu ~ation in Ni ro ::;' a and in 

1938 entered the S3minary of 

th e Arm 8nian Patriarchate of 

J 2rusalem . 

Aft ::: r studying i:1 J erusal e m 

for six y ::: a rs h :; returned to 

Cyprus and by ar ra ngem 2nt of 

His Emine nce Archbishop Tiran, 

Mr. Altounian came to the 

United States in 194S and e n

t ~ r c d the Epi s:o p al Th 2olo ::; ica l 

school in Cambr idg e, Mass. 

While a stud e nt at thi s Th eo-

'·. logical School he served as 
choirmaster of the Holy Trinity Church in Boston. 

In 1948 Mr. Altounian was ordained archdeacon and on 

1948 Archbishop Tiran ordained him to the priesthood and 
Deacon Altounian Father Shahe. 

April 11, 

re named 

After completing his studies at the Epi scopal Theological School The 

Rev. Father Shahe Altounian was appointed Pastor of SS. Sahag and 

Mesrob Church in Providence, Rhode Island. He has served in thi s church 

since 1950. In the same year Father Shahe married Miss Mary P. ls raelian 

of Los Angeles, California . They have one daughter, Lucine . 

THE REV. FATHER 
GAREN GDANIAN 

Pastor - St. Vartanantz Church, Lowell, Mass. 

The Re v. Father Garen Gdan

ian was born in Ale ppo, Syri a , 

in 1925, and christe ned Sa1 ki s. 

H2 re ceived his primary edu

cation in the Arm e nian sc hoo!s 

in Aleppo. 

In 1938 he ente red the S:;rn i

nary of the Arm e nian Patriar

chate in Jerusale m and w as 

graduated in 1944. After hi s 

graduation he taught in a n Ar

menian school in Aleppo for one 

year. 

In 1945 he entered the Se

minary of the Arm e nian Catho

licate of Ante lias and wa s grad

uated two years later. 

1\ y M>angement ot Hi s t:mine nce Archbishop Tiran he cam e to th ~ 

I lrrr t•· rl States in 1947 and e ntere d the Epi scopal Theological School in 

• •Il l II i ll( 1\Je, Mass . 

lr1 1948 he was o rdaine d archdeacon by Archbishop Tiran and was 

•·11/ t11 serve in t he Church of St . Vartanantz as Deacon. 

< J11 December 19, 1948 Deacon Sarkis Gdanian was ordained to th e 

1" 1•· ·.ti H>Od b y Archbi shop Tiran , who renamed him Father Garen . 

/\ Iter hi s ordinati o n Father Garen became Pastor of St. Vartanantz, 

lr• ·J •· l1c has served continuously since then . 

l1> 1950 Father Garen was graduated from the Episcopal Theological 

·,, 1'""1, lrom w hich he rece ived a Bachelor of Divinity degree. 

''om 1950 to 1951 Father Garen attended Harvard Divinity School 
.,f, ;, l1rll -time speci al student. 

I o1ther G aren married Miss Zabelle Kludjian of Lowell, Mass., o n 

''' "fir :.t ? 7, 1952. Rev. and Mrs . Gdanian have a daughter, Arpy. 



THE REV. FATHER 
PAI'KEN MAKSOUDIAN 

·ssew 'uolsoa '4 :>Jn 4:) AJ!llJ"J.. •\OH - JOJSed 

The Rev. Father Papken Ma k

so udian w as b orn in Adana, 

Cii icia, in 190?, and ch ri ste ne d 

/V,a kscud. 

His family moved to Al e p po, 

Sy ria, ill 19 15. H ~ ret urn :d to 

his bir·thp!ace in 1919 ancJ 

~ludi::cJ at St. Pau l's J es u it Co 1-

legc. 

!n 1921 h ~ went to Cypru s 

cllrd CU11tir rU2U h is SIUcJie3 there . 

i ron1 1925 to 1 928 he work e cl 

d:, a p;ini~~ - Fiv:o y ~ ar s later h :.: 
w~;Ji lo lh~ S::.:rn:r rary o f !he Ar

r:r ~r1ir.:r Cdillu:ic.a tc of A nl e li a:-,, 

L _,: :d:JOII, wh..:r::.: h::.: se l up !he 

I'Jirllir l:J l.,rc:0s o f !he Ca lho !i cu te. 

H·~ u!so workr::cJ in t h:o Pr inling 

Press of th e Arm2 nia n Patriarchat e ol Jeru,;a 1crn. 

On may 10, 193.'1 ~h . N\alc.:.~udiur1 r11 ,~rri~:d Mio;,s ALudo u hic~ Kasabidn . 

Mr. Mak soudian retu rned to Anlelius in 19t19 <md c rrtcn~d th e Semi 

nary : On Decembe r 4, 1949 he was ordaim.d to the oriesthood by Hi s Grace 

Bishop Khoren Paroi a n a nd re n a m ed Fath2r Pap ken. 

Father Papke n M a ksoudian served as Pastor of St. Mary's Ch u rch in 

Beirut, Le banon . He a lso taught in a number of Armenian schools an d was 

particularly active in Sund ay Schoo l wo rk. 

The Rev . Fathe r Pap ke n Maksoudian came to the Un ited States in 1951 

and became Ass,istant Pastor o f Holy Trinity Church in Boston , a nd upon 

the retire ment o f the Rev. Father Haroutune Toumayan, Fa the r Pap ke n 

succeeded him as full Pas tor of th is church where he has bee n servi ng si nce 

his arrival in th e United States . In recognition of his services to t he p a ri s h, 

His Eminence Archbi shop Mampre Ca lfayan bestowed upon Fat he r Pa pke n, 

on May 31, 1956, the privil ege of wear ing the pu rp le b roca ded phelonion. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Maksoudia n have a son Krikor and a da ughte r Arp i. 

THE REV. FATHER 
LEVON ARAKELIAN 

.,., ' ... 
Pastor - SS. Sahag and Mesrob Church, West Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Rev. Father Levon Ara

kelian was born in Baghdad, 

Iraq, on July 4, 1919, and chris

tened Hrand. 

He received his Primary edu

cation at the local Armenian 

School and was graduated in 

1931 . 

From 1931 to 1937 he studied 

at the Seminary of th e Armenian 

Patriarchate in Jerusalem and 

was ordained archdeacon by 

His Be atitud e Patriarch Torkom 

Koushagian, after which he at

tended the School of Theology 

for one year. 

He re turned to lruq und con

tinued his studies, majoring in 

( rvi l l:::nginee ring . Me anwhrle he served as d 8acon in th e Holy Trin ity Church 

ill Baghdad and as athl e ti c directo r, teacher of art, music and English in th e 

loca l Armen ian school. 

Until 1948 Mr. Ara ke lian he ld important positions with the Irrigation 

Depa rtment of the Iraq Government, in the Chief Engineer's Office of the 

Iraq State Railways, and the Rafidain Oil Company. 

By arrangement of His Eminence Archbishop Tiran he came to the 

United States in 1949 and entered Temple University's School of Theology 

cllld w as graduated on June 18, 1953, rece iving a Bachelor of Sacred 

The ology degree. 

Meanwhile he assisted the Pastor of the Holy Trinity Church in North 

Philadelphia and organi zed a Bible Class for adults. 

On April 23, 1950 Mr. Arakelian married Miss Grace Meshejian of 

Ph,iladelphia . They have a son Hrand and a daughter Mel ina. 

On September 10, 1950 Deacon Hrand was ordained to the priesthood 

b y His Eminence Archbishop Tiran, who renamed him Father Levol'1 and 

appointed him temporary Pastor of SS. Sahag and Mesrob Church of West 

Philadelphia . 

In 1951 the Parish Assembly unanimously elected Father Levon pastor 

of this church where he has been serving since his ordination. 



THE REV. VA TilER 
VARTAN DER ASSADOURTAN 

Pastor - St. Leonce Church, Paterson, New Jersey 

The Rev. Father Vartari D8r 

Assadourian was born in Cili cia , 

in 1910, and christened Aram. 

He was the son of the Rev. Fa

th~r Assadour, who was one of 

th e many clergymen massacred 

by the Turks. 

The future priest attended 

primary schoo:s in his native 

country. From 1926 to 1930 he 

work.::d for the British and 

Fore ign BHe Society in Jerusa

lem. 
In 1930 he entered the Semi-· 

nary of th e Armenian Catholi

cate in Antelias, Lebanon. After 

two years of study he left the 

Seminary and entered the ser

vi ce of the Iraq Petroleum Com

pany Ltd., ot Haifa, Palestine . Meanwhile he taught in the local Armenian 

school. 
In 1949 he returned to the Seminary of Antelias and was ordained to 

the priesthood, in 1951, by His Grace Bishop Terenig Po 1adian, who re

named the newly ordained priest Father Vartan. 

Soon after hi s ordination Father Vart an was sent to Addis-Ababa, 

Ethiopia, where he served as Armenian pasto r until 1953. 
He came to the United States in 1954 and was appointed Pastor of 

St. Leonce's Church in Paterson, New Jersey, where he has been serving 

since his arrival in this country. 

The Diocesan Assembly of 1954 e lected the Rev . Father Levan Ara 

kelian member of the Diocesan Council w here he is now serving as the 

Vice-Chairman. 

In recognition of Father Levan's achievements in the six years of his 

priesthood both in his parish and the Diocese, His Eminence Archbishop 

Mampre bestowed upon Father levan, on March ~8, 1956, the privilege 

of wearing the purple brocaded phelonion. 

THE REV. FATHER 
DICRAN KHOY AN 

Pastor - St. Gregory the Illuminator's Church, Chicago, Illinois 

The Rev . Father Dicran Kho

yan was born in Trebizond, in 

1895, and christened Dicran. 

As an infant he was brought to 

Constantinop!e, by his mother 

to join his father, the Rev. Va
han Khoyan. 

First he went to the Armenian 

School of Proti, in Constantin

ople, and was later graduated 

from the Central College of 

Constanti~ople with a Bachelor 

of Arts degree. 
He became an instructor in preparatory school of Berberian College 

w ltere he taught history, geography, and classical Armenian. 

At the end of Wor:d War I Mr . Khoyan and a few friends organized 

lite Armenian General Ath!etic Union to help develop the Armenian Boy 
~><o ut movement. 

Mr. Khoyan studied music und e r two eminent teachers, K. Chilingirian 
tiJld Komitas Vardapet. 

The Repub:ic of Arm e nia called upon the Armenian General Athletic 

lJtlion to send experts to Armenia to direct the Boy Scout Organization 

lhere. Mr. Khoyun was sent to Yerevan with two colleagues. But after 

lhe fall of the Republic of Armenia in 1920 he immigrated to the United 
~> Idle s. 

In 1926 he was graduated from the YMCA Training College with a 
Bilchelor of Physical Education degree. He and other A. G. A. U. members 

orga nized a series of olympic games which continue to this day. 

In 1932 Mr. Khoyan married the former Miss Sirarpie lsbecherian. 
They have two daughters and a son. 

Mr. Khoyan and h is family moved to Miami in 1940 where he served 
d~ choirmaster of the local parish. 

On February 7, 1953 - on the occasion of the consecration of the 

Armenian Church in Miami ·- His Eminence Archbishop Tiran ordained 

Mr. Khoyan archdeacon, and on August 13, 1955, His Eminence Archbishop 
Mampre Calfayan ordained him to the priesthood. 

Since his ordination the Rev . Father Dicran Khoyan has been Pastor of 
St. Gregory the Illuminator's Church in Ch·icago, Illinois. 



THE REV. FATHER 
BOGHOS MANOUKIAN 

Pastor - Holy Trinity Church, North Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Rev . Fa ther Boghos Ma

nouki a n was born in Amasia, 

Arm ~ n i a on May 5 , 1901 , a nd 

chri s te ned Bedros. 

H2 s tudi ed for the priesthood 

ill th e Armenian Sem inary of 

A1 m as h, nea r Constantinopl e , 

and had as instructors three 

e mine nt Pre la te s, namely Arch

bi shops Malachiu Ormani a n, 

Mes ro b Na ro ya n, Elysee Tour

ian , o f these the fir st two lat e r 

b e ca me Pa tri urchs o f Constan

tinop:e, and the third became 

Pa tri a rch of J e ru sa le m . 

The outbreak of Wor:d War I and the fo rcib le clos in g o f the Sem in ury 

of Armash put an abrupt end to his theolo~i ca l studi es . 

Aft2r the armistice he went to France and stu d ied drchitecture. 

Mr. Manoukian came to the United States in 1929 and for a time 

worked as an architect. In 1936 he entered the se rv ice of the United States 

Government and for a numbe.r of years w as associate d with th e Publi c 

Building Administration. 

In 1938 he marr ied Mi ss Ara xy Se ferian of Was hingto n, D. C. The y 

have three childre n, Mariam, Haig and Pe rouz . 

He was very active in the Armen ian communiti es in Ne w York and in 

Washington. He served on the Parish Council of the Wa sh ington Arme ni a n 

Church, first as chairman and then as secretary, from which latter post he 

resigned to enter Holy Orders. 

On February 11, 1956 Mr. Manoukian was ordained archdeacon by 

His Eminence Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, and on the following day he 

was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishop Mampre, w ho renamed hi m 

Father Boghos. 

Since his ordination the Rev . Fathe r Boghos Manoukian has been 

serving as Pastor of Holy Trinity Armenian Church ·in North Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania . 
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BOSTON CHAPTER 
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~TATERTOWN CHAPTER 
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1'1' uh'lu,iil;'fi tl'p]111li!Jllll 1'111 [IIIJ-flll J•III,J ]un• [iljhplll], 
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llpn•li hmlil JlldJithjtli d'f;-~ ,,.,,~lit jdi rp l),llltlllllllil' 
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t},IU,\1:11 fo)•};·P.J: hll "t, 
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With Best Wishes 

Mr. David Atamian 

THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 

The Armenian Church is the birthplace of my soul, 
Like a vast grotto it is simple and profound, dark and light
With its hospitable court, ample tribune, and hushed altar 
Standing in the distance, as though it were a ship afloat . 

The Armenian Church I see with my eyes closed, 
I breathe and hear it through the clouds of incense 
Which rise towards the feet of the Infant Jesus, 
And through the fervent prayers vibrating its walls 

The Armenian Church is the mighty fortress of my forefathers' 
faith, 

Raised by them from the earth stone by stone, 
And brought down by them from heaven, one dewdrop and one 

cloud at a time, 
And in which they enfolded themselves peacefully and humbly ... 

The Armenian Church is a great embroidered tapestry, 
Behind which the Lord descends into the chalice, and 
Before which all my people stand with bowed heads, 
To commune with the past through the life-giving bread and 

wine ... 

The Armenian Church is a peaceful haven across the turbulent seas, 
It is fire and light in the cold of the night; 
It is a shady forest in the scorching midday sun 
Where lilies bloom by the River of Hymns . . . 

The Armenian Church beneath every stone in its floor 
Holds a secret passage leading up to Heaven .. . 

The Armenian Church is the shining armor of the 
Armenians' soul and body, 

In it her crosses are as a dagger; 
Her bell rings forth and her song is always Victory ... 

1924 -VAHAN TEKEYAN 

Translated by Srpouhie A Essefian 



"A Cathedral's calling is to clothe 
God's Word in the grandeur of 
everlasting majesty for all the 
world to behold". 

The Very Rev. Francis B. Sayre, Jr. 

Sponsored by the 
fi.rmenian Cathedral and Cultural Center Project 

630 Second Avenue 

New York 16, N. Y. 

----- -----

---'-'==-==--- -- --=--------

HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN CHURCH 

401 Shawmut Avenue 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

1890-95-The fi·rst Parish Council was organized, and the first Pastor was 
the Very Rev. Khat Vardapet Markarian, who served from July 1897 
to April 1898. 

1912--A choir was organized. 
1918-21--The Very Rev. Shahe Vardapet Kasparian reorganized the Boston 

community. 
1921 -A church was purchased for $27,000 and remodeled at a cost of 

$35,000. 
1923-November 11, the churoh was consecrated by His Eminence Arch

bishop Tirayre. 
1924--The Sunday School was established. 
1947- The Cultural Hall was purchased and dedioated. It was named Shahe 

Hall in honor of Arohbi·shop Shahe Kasparian. 
1952-January, the Rev. Father Papken Maksoudian was appointed Pastor. 
1953-May 1 0, the church commemora·ted its 30th Anniversary with his 

Eminence Archbishop Tiran presiding . 



1953-November 29, a portion of the Divine Liturgy was televized over 
station WBZ-TV, with Fa~her Papken Maksoud ian and the choir, unde r 

the direction of Mr. Diran Dinjian, participating . 
1954- December 31, a 2-acre plot of land wi·th two buildings on it wa s 

purchased in Cambridge, near the Harvard University campus, fo r 
$80,000. One 18-room mansion contains the Pastor's offices, th e 
staff rooms, conference rooms, and the Regional Office of the Ar
menian General Be nevolen1 Union . The othe r build ing is used for 

lectures, meetings, and for the library . 
The parish, which has now risen to a membership of 600, is pl an
ning to bu.ild a large church, wit-h a seating capacity of 1000. G~ ne r a l 

Sarkis Zartarian is Chairman of the Church Building Committee . 
The Lad ies Au xiliary, which has a me mbership of 250, has donated 

$20,000 towards the building of the new church. 
The Young Women's Group, with 100 members, has donated $5,000 . 
The ACYOA has pledged $1,000 and so has the choir. 
The C'hoir has 30 mem bers and seven deacons. 

1956- January 22, the new Parish Hou se was inaugurated and d ':)d icated . 
All the church gro ups, led by the Pastor, marche d in a solemn p ro

cession around the building. 
The Hon . Edward Sullivan, Mayor of Cambridge, attend ed the de
dica·tion ce remonies and offered every possible aid in building the 

new church . 

ASBURY PARK, N. J. 

This is a newly organized parish . 

1955- The Purchasing Committee, headed by Mr. Dadour Dadourian, bought 
a three-story seaside building for $14,000. 
This building will have a church, a community hall, and thirte en 
rooms available for vacationing clergy. 

1956-June 24, His Em inence Archbishop Mamp re Calfayan cel e brate d the 
first Divine Liturgy in this half-completed church and pre ached the 
sermon. 

A banquet followed the church service for the purpose of rai s ing 
funds for the new church, and a sum of $4,120 was collected that 
day. 

The Chairman of the new Parish Council is : 
Mr. George Kazanjian. 

ST. GREGORY THE ENLIGHTENER 

17 Corbett Avenue 
BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 

1923- The First Parish Council was organized, the parish consis~s of about 

200 persons. 
1924- The Ladies Auxiliary was established. 
1928-A Church building, wi ~h a ~e·ating capacity of 250, was purchased 

for $6,300. Remodeling and repairs cost about $3,500. 
1930- April 6, The Church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 

Tirayre. 
The first pas.tor of this church was the Rev. Father Harou·tune lou

mayan. 
The church has now a small choir of 12 members. 
The Ladies Auxiliary is carrying on its duties. 
There is no ACYOA Chapter. 
T•his church has no permanent pastor, visiting clergymen minister to 
•the spiritual needs of this community. 
During 1954 the Divine Liturgy was celebrated three times. 

HOLY ASCENSION CHURCH 

1241 Barnum Avenue 
BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT 

1926- The first regular parish was organized, services were held in local 

Episcopal churches. 
1928-The first Parish Council pro-tempore was set up. 
1929-The first regular Parish Council was organized. 
1929- The church building was purchased. 
1929-Ladies Auxiliary was established. 
1930-Biessing of the cornerstone took place. 
1931 - June - The Church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 

Leon Tourian. 
1933-The first permanent pastor was the Very Rev. Elisha Vardapet Simon

ian, who served until 1934. 
1947-The church was completely renovated. It has now a seating capacity 

of 300. 
1955-June 12, the .twenty-fifth anniversary of the consecration was cele:O 

bra ted. 
This church has an ACYO~ Chapter. 
The present pas.tor is the Rev. Father Khoren Mamigonian. 

't.~ 



ROCKTON, MASS. 

Brockton has a community but no church as yet. 

1953-The newly org•anized communi·ty purchased a building with a 4-acre 
plot for $7,000. · 

As of 1955 the community had 58 dues-paying members. 
It also has a Ladies Auxiliary. 
A bulletin is published entitled "Letter from Brockton". 

1956-June 3, His Eminence Archbishop Mampre Calfayan visited this com
munity and celebrated the Divine Liturgy in the Greek Church. 
A reception fol·lowed the church service where the members decided 
to renovate the building purchased in 1953 and convert it into a 
church with a seating capacity of 200. This is expected to cost about 
$40,000, of which $20,000 were collected that same evening . 
There is no ACYOA Chapter as yet. 
The community has no pastor. 
The Chairman of the Parish Council is: 

Mr. A·ra Manoogian 
475 Plymouth Street 
Whitman, Mass. 

ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR 

1000 N. Hoyne Avenue 
CHICAGO 22, ILLINOIS 

1915-The church community was established through the efforts of t•he 
Very Rev. Vahram Vardapet Nazaretian, who held monthly services 
in a local Epis·copal church for abou•t •ten years. He was recalled to 
this community in 1943 and served for several more years. 

1925-September, a church wit:h a seating capacity of 500 persons was 
purchased and remodeled. 

1926-The church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop Tirayre. 

1947-The church was partially destroyed by fire and was restored. 
"Fhe church has a choir, a Ladies Auxiliary, and en ACYOA Chapter. 
The present pastor is the Rev. Fathe r Dicran Khoyan. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Cleveland has a community but no church as yet. 

1911 ~Community was first organized, it is now estimated to include some 
1200 persons. 
The community has a Church Building CommrHee, a Chior, and an 
ACYOA Chapter. 

1950- The community purchased a plot of land for $3,200, and the Church 
Building Fund has a sum of approximately $25,000. 

1951 - April 8, His Eminence Archbishop Tiran celebr·ated the Divine Liturgy 
at a local Baptist church and on this-the 1500th anniversary of Var
danantz- His Eminence spoke to the community ab~ut the signi.ficance 
of the Battle of Avarayr and the Vardanians. 

1953-A memorable event in •the annals of this community was thP. Seventh 
Annual Assembly of the ACYOA, to which the Cleveland Chapter 
was host. The local radio and television stations broadcast :and 
televised the :Divine Services on this ·occasion and interviewed the 
Primate and members of the clergy. 

1955- The commun·ity brought its active participation to the Cathedral 
Project's "Buy a Brick Campaign" and bought subscriptions amounting 
to $800. 

The Chairman of the Parish Council is: 

Mr. M. Chakemian 
1862 Marloes Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

.... 



ST. JOHN'S ARMENIAN CHURCH 

J 335 Oakman Boulevard 
DETROIT 38, MICIGAN 

1909- 1910- The first community was organized. 

1 91 2- The first Parish Counci I established. 

1913- The first Pastor of this parish was 1h~ Very Rev. Sa hag Dz. Vardapet 

Nazaretian, who served from 1913 to 1922. , 

1921 - The choir was founded. 

1921 - A Senior Women 's Auxiliary was se t up, wh ich bought a plot of 

land. This group has now a mcmbc r:;hip of 225. 

1927- The choir was reorganized and named Komil as Choir by Archdeacon 
_Harry Ekizian, the present Choir Dircclor. 

1931 --With the aid of the Building Commillcc, 1hc Women's Auxiliary, 
the Komitas Choir, and Young Women's group, a church was built 
at a cost of $44,000. 

1931 - November 22, the church was comccrared by His Eminence Arch
bishop Leon Tourian. 

1938- The Young Women's Guild was founded. It has now a membership 
of 110. 

1947-The ACYOA was organized. 

1947- The Cultural Center was built at a cos r of $200,000. 

1947- Sunday School was set up . It has now an enrollment of 376 stu

dents. Sunday School Director is Archdeacon Levan Zenian, who has 
a staff of 43 teachers. 

The Armenian school has s ixty pupils. 

1948- May 28-30-The ACYOA held its Second Annual Assembly in the 
newly dedicated Cultural Center with His Eminence Archbishop Tiran 
presiding. 

The community is planning to build a new church, community center, 

and a school on a 16-a-cre site which has been purchased already. 
The project when completed will cost approximately one million dol
lars. 

1956- November 25, the church will celebrate its 25th anniversary. This 

parish has about 10,000 Armenians affiliated with the Churoh. The 
present p~stor is the Rev. Father Arnak Kasparian who has served 
this parish since 1951 . 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Cleveland has a community but no church as yet. 

1911-Community was first organized, it is now est·imated to include some 

1200 persons. 
The community has a Church Building Commi•Hee, a Chior, and an 
ACYOA Chapter. 

1950-The community purchased a plot of land for $3,200, and the Church 

Building Fund has a sum of approximately $25,000. 

1951 - April 8, His Eminence Archbis·hop Tiran celebr-ated the Divine Liturgy 
at a local Baptist church and on this-the 1500th anniversary of Var

danantz- His Eminence spoke to the community ab~ut the significance 
of the Battle of Avarayr and the Vardanians. 

1953-A memorable event in rthe annals of this community was the Seventh 
Annual Assembly of the ACYOA, to which the Cleveland Chapter 
was host. The local radio and television stations broadcast .and 
televised the Oivine Services on this ·occasion and interviewed the 
Primate and members •of the clergy. 

1955- The community brought its active participa·tion to the Cathedral 
Project's "Buy a Brick Campaign" and bought subscriptions amounting 

to $800. 

The Chairman of the Parish Council is: 

Mr. M. Chakemian 
1862 Marloes Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio. 



ST. JOHN'S ARMENIAN CHURCH 

1335 Oakman Boulevard 
DETROIT 38, MICIGAN 

1909- 1910- T·he firs-t community was organized. 

1912- The first Parish Council established. 

1913- The first Pastor of ,this parish Wcl s the Very Rev. Sa hag Dz. Vardapet 

Nazaretian, who served from 1913 to 1922. 

1921 - The choir was founded. 

1921-A Senior Women's Auxiliary was ~et up, which bought a plot of 

land. This group has now a rnernbcrshifJ ol 2 '25. 

1927--The choir was reorganized and named Komitas Choir by Archdeacon 

Harry Ekizian, the present Choir Director. 

1931 --With the aid of the Building Committee, the Women's Auxiliary, 
. the Komitas Choir, and Young Women\ group, a chur·ch was buih 

at a cost of $44,000 . . · 

1931 - November 22, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Arch

bishop Leon Tourian. 

1938- The Young Women's Guild wa~ foum.lecJ. It hus now a membership 

of 110. 

1947-The ACYOA was organized. 

1947- The Cultural Center was built at a co~t of $200,000. 

1947- Sunday School was set up. It has now an enrollment of 376 stu
dents. Sunday School Director is Archdeacon Levon Zenian, who has 
a staff of 43 teachers. 

The Armenian school has sixty pupils. 

1948- May 28-30-The ACYOA held its Second Annual Assembly in the 

newly dedicated Cultural Center with His Eminence Archbishop Tiran 
presiding. 

The community is planning to build a new church, community center, 

and a school on a 16-acre site which has been purchased already. 
The project when completed will cost approximately one million dol
lars. 

1956-November 25, the church will celebrate its 25th anniversary. This 

parish has about 10,000 Armenians affiliated with the Church. The 
present pastor is the Rev. Father Arnak Kasparian who has served 
this parish since 1951. 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
816 Clark Street 

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 

1944-January, The community purchased a church for $8,750 and re
modeled it. The seating capacity of this church is about 120. 

1945-February 26, the church was consecrated by the Very Rev. Tiran Dz. 
1945- February 26, the church was cansecrated by the Very Rev. Tiran Dz. 

Vardapet Nersoyan (now Archbishop Tiran). 
1945- The Ladies Auxiliary was organized. 
1946- The Sunday School was established . 

1948- The first pastor, the Rev. Father Vartan Meg.herian, who was ordained 

to the priesthood by His Eminence Archbishop Tiran, for this parish, 
served here until 1955, when he was transferred to New York and 
became the Vicar General. 

1953 - A drive was begun to raise $300,000 for the construction of a new 
church. 

1955 - February 27, the Tenth Anniversary of the consecrahon of St. James 
Church was commemorated. 

At present the church has only a visiting pastor . 

This church has an ACYOA Chapter, which was host to the Fourth 
Annual Assembly in 1950. 

The Chairman of the Parish Council is: 
Mr. Walter Vartan 
160 Eas-t Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 

ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH 
Corner Broad and White Streets 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 

1897- The first Parish Council was established by a small community. 
1935- A Ladies Auxiliary was organized. 

For a number of years this community was served by visiting clergy
men. 

1950-A plot of land was purohased. 

1951 - May, a fund-raising rally was held for building a church. 

1952-June 29, Ground-breaking ceremonies were held and the cornerstone 

was blessed. In a year and a half the church was completed at an 
approximate cost of $30,000. 

1953- November 15, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Arch

bishop Tiran. The sponsor was Mr. John Chooljian. A banquet was 

held the same day attended by many notables, including the Hon. 
Joseph V. Cronin, Mayor of Hartford. 
This church has an ACYOA Chapter. 

The present Pastor is the Very Rev. Muron Vardapet Gourdjikian who 
is also pastor of Holy Resurrection Church in New Britain. 



ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR 

Main Street 

HAVERHILL, MASSACHUSETTS 

1890-The community began to take shape. 

1923--The first Parish Council was set up. 

1939-The Ladies Auxiliary was established. 

1940-The Choir was organized. 

1943-A church originally built by the Unitarians in 1641 was purchased 

for $5,500 and remodeled for $10,000. 

1945-December 23, t·he church was consecrated by the Very Rev. Tiran 
Dz. Vardapet Nersoyan (now Archbishop Tiran). 
Until 1948 .this church had no permanent pastor of its own, pastors 
of the churches in Lowel·l and Lawrence, Mass., as well as other 
visiting clergymen came to the parish to celebrate the Divine Liturgy 
and these services were held in the Trinity Episcopal Church. 

1947-The ACYOA Chapter received its charter. 

1948-March 20, the Very Rev. Humayag Vardapet lntoyan was appointed 

first pastor of this church. 

1952-April 21, the Very Rev. Hrant Abegha Khachadourian, the present 
pastor, was ass·igned to this parish. 
During his tenure of office he has established an Armenian school, 
organized a Mr. and Mrs. Club, reorganized the Sunday School, and 
developed the choir which he has trained to sing the Komitas Liturgy . 

1952-November 30, the new Community Hall was inaugurated. 

1954-August 31 - September 1st, hurricane damaged the roof, belfry, and 
windows which were speedily repaired. 

This church sends two delegates to t.he Diocesan Assembly, they are 
Messrs. Krikor Derderian and Edgar Movsesian. 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

54 East Haverhill Street 
LAWRENCE, MASSACHUSETTS 

1883-1900-The first Armenian immigrants began to arrive in this town. 
Gradually the community grew to about 1600 persons. Originally 
services were held in a small chapel, and later at the Grace Episcopal 
Church. 
The first Pastor was the Very Rev. Arsen Dz. Vardapet Vehouni who 
served from 1905 to 1907. 

1915- The Choir was founded. 

1916--The Ladies Auxiliary was established with 21 charter members. The 
Armenian School was founded the same year. 

1930- A Church Building Committee was formed and a church was built 
at a cost of $62,000. 

1931 - The cornerstone was blessed by His Eminence Archbishop Leon 
Tourian. 

1936- June 21, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 
Garegin Hovsepian. 

1938- The Sunday School was organized. 

1946- November 24, the two side altars, which had been added to the 
church, were consecrated by the Very Rev. Tiran Dz. Vardapet Ner
soyan (now Archbishop Tiran). 

1953- The ACYOA was organized with 20 members and received its charter. 
Some fifteen pastors have served this parish in the past sixty years. 
The present pastor is t·he Very Rev. Oshagan Abegha Minassian. 

1955- May 1st, the choir conducted by Father Oshagan gave its first annual 
concert at the Oliver Hig·h School Auditorium. 

Since Father Oshagan's illness the Rev. Father Garen Gdanian and 
the Very Rev. Hrant Abegha Khachadourian have been ministering 
ministered to the spiritual needs of the parish. 

The Chairman of the Parish Council is: 

Mr. Bedros Aznoian 
9 Booth Road 
Methuen, Mass. 



ST. VARTANANTZ CHURCH 

60 Lawrence Street 
LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS 

1885-Begining with this year Lowell became a very active and important 
community with its charitable and educational groups. It acquired 

the title of "The Brave Little Community". 

1910-The Ladies Auxiliary, formed in 1910, is still in office to this day. It 
has a membership of fifty and is the backbone of the church. 

1910-The Ladies Auxiliary organized a Church Building Committee. 

1916- The Church building was completed at a cost of $10,500 with many 
of the members helping in the actual construction work. 

The church has a seating capacity of 250. 

1916-The choir was organized and trained by the noted composers Proff

Kalfayan and Servandztianz. 

1916-April, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 
Moushegh Seropian, and the sponsor was Mr. Asadour Babigian. 

Until 1931 this church administered to the spiritual needs of Ar

menian communities in all of New England north of Boston. 

1942-The entire parish came to witness ·the mortgage burning ceremonies 
which was to herald a new era for this church and its "Brave Little 

Community". 

1947-The ACYOA Chapter received its charter. It has Senior and Junior 

members. 

1948-The Rev. Fa·ther Garen Gdanian became Pastor of this church. 

1951-January, the Ladies Auxiliary celebrated its Fortieth Anniversary. 

1952-The Parent-Teacher Association was formed with special interest in 

the Sunday School, which has now 55 students. 
The church has about 600 parish·ioners, it owns a plot of land on 
which a community center will be constructed. 

Father Garen Gdanian, the Pastor, is assisted by two deacons and a 

professionally trained choir. 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH 
1501 N. E. First Avenue 

MIAMI 32, FLORIDA 

Since the 1920's the Armenian community of Miami held services 
from time to time at the local Episcopal Church. 

1948-February, the first Parish Council was organized by His Grace Bishop 
Tiran, who suggested the idea of building a church for the Armenians 
in Miami. This suggestion fell on receptive ears and the Parish Council 

undertook a fund-raising drive. 
1950- 0ctober, a former Greek church was bought largely through the 

donations of the Building Committee. This church was remodeled. 
1953-February 8, the church was consecrated by His Grace Bishop Tiran, 

and the sponsor was Mr. Harry Burt (Movsesian). 
On this occasion Mr. Dicran Khoyan (now the Rev. Father Dicran) 
was ordained Archdeacon. 

1953- February, the Very Rev. Yeghishe Abegha Gizirian was appointed 
first Pastor of this church, where he served for one year. 
The community, which is growing rapidly, now consists of some 
600 persons in 150 families. 
The present Pastor is the Very Rev. Vahram Dz. Vardapet Nazaretian. 
At the Divine Liturgies he is assisted by Archdeacon Dicran Basralian 
and Sub-Deacon Aram Missirlian. 
The various bodies of the church are the Ladies Aux·iliary, headed 
by Mrs. Mary Kulhanjian; the choir whose Director is Miss Agnes Der 
Moushegian, and the organist is Miss Aghavni Ellian. 
The Sunday School has 30 students and Miss Hasmig Balikjian is their 
Supervisor. 
The Armenian School has 15 pupils and they are taught by Mrs. 
Victoria Pilibbosian. 
The ACYOA Chapter has not been organized yet. 

MONTREAL, QUE., CANADA 

This community does not have its own church yet. 
The community has existed since the 1920's. 

1929-1940-The Rev. Father Zkon Charhoukian visited this community 
twice a year and celebrated the Divine Liturgy in a local Anglican 
churoh. 
Since 1941 there have been several visiting clergymen who have 
have ministered to the spiritual needs of the parish. 
The Chairman of the Parish Council is: 

Mr. Khachig Shiroyan 
387 Barnard West 
Montreal, Que., Canada. 



ST. MARY'S ARMENIAN CHURCH 

417 14th Avenue 

IRVINGTON, NEW JERSEY 

1926-0ctober 25, the first Parish Council was organized under the presi
dency of the Rev. Father Yeghishe Kalshinjian. 
For about twenty years thereafter services were held in local Epis-

copal churches. 

1928-The Ladies Auxiliary was organized. 

1948-November, the Very Rev. Shnork Vardapet Kaloustian (now Bishop 
Shnork) was appointed Pastor who served until January 1953, when 
he was elected Primate of the California Diocese. 

1949-A church with a seating capacity of 200 was purchased for $26,000. 
It included a parish house and a community haH. 

1950-January 2, the church was consecrated by His Grace Bishop Tiran, 
in the presence of a large number of Armenian and other clergymen. 

1950-The ACYOA Ch~pter received its ch~rter. 
This church has a choir with 20 members, the choir director is Mr. 

Haroutune Shalian. 

It has a Ladies Auxiliary and a Young Peoples' Auxil-iary. The Sunday 
School has thirty students and five teachers. 

St. Mary's serves a widely scattered community consisting of Newark, 
the Oranges, Montclair, Bel·leville, Bloomfield, Kearny, Arlington, 
Irvington, Maplewood, Milburn, Summit, Cranford, Plainfield, the 

Roseltles and others. 

The present Pastor is the Very Rev. Yeghishe Abegha Gizirian. 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY RESURRECTION 

P. 0. Box 122 
NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT 

"I 900-The First Parish Council was establised. 

1915-The Ladies Auxiliary was founded. 

1932- The Sunday School was established. 

1936- A Youth Group was organized. 

1939-The Choir was founded by Miss Sara Yakoubian. 

1940- A bvilding was purchased for $6,500 and converted into a church, 
with a seating capacity of 200, at a cost of $6,000. 

1941 - March 19, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 
Garegin Hovsepian. 
A number of clergymen have served this community before and 
after the purchase and consecration of the church. 

1948- April 4, in this church His Grace Bishop Tiran ordained Deacon Minas 
Kasparian to the priesthood and renamed him Father Arnak. 
The church publishes a bulletin called "The Illuminator". 
The youth group originally founded in 1936 was reorganized ~nd 
chartered as the ACYOA. 

1949-This ACYOA Chapter was host to the Third Annual Assembly. 

1950- December 24, the choir directed by Miss Sara Yakoubian sang Ar
menian Christmas hymns over S'tation WKNB. 

1951 - April 8, the church celebrated its tenth anniversary. 

1951-September, the ACYOA Chapter was dissolved. (It has . just been re· 
organized and will soon receive its charter). 

1952- June, the community purchased a plot of land adjacent to the church 
building for $3,000, which will later be used for a community center 
building. 

1954-Septeml:Jer, the Very Rev. Muron Vardapet Gourdjikian was ap
pointed pastor of this church, where he is now serving. 



HOLY CROSS ARMENIAN CHURCH 
580 West 187th Street 
NEW YORK 33, N.Y. 

1929-January 1, a former Lutheran church and Parish House were pur-

chased for $40,500. 
1929-The first Pastor was the Rev. Haroutune Avak Kahana Sarkisian (who 

held the first church service on January 6th.) 
1929- September, first issue of "Zvartnotz" was published, (It has now a 

circulation of 1300). 
1931 - May 7, Ladies Auxiliary was organized. 
1933-The church choir was organized by His Grace Bishop Hovsep Gara

bedian. 
1934-March 3, the Very Rev. Elisha Vardapet Simonian was appointed 

Pastor. 
1937- May 17, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 

Garegin Hovsepian. 
From 1937 the membership indicated a phenomenal rise, from 87 
to over 1,000 now, thanks to an intensive membership drive. 

1944- The Holy Cross League was founded. 
1946-The Holy Cross Choir, directed by Mr. Nerces Nercessian, recorded 

the "Hymns of the Church of Armenia". It was published by RCA 
and brought the Choir into national prominence. 
At the Diocesan Assembly the Church received commendation by the 
Primate "as a model church with its praiseworthy and exemplary 
Pastor and Parish Council". 

1946-Holy Cross Seniors and Holy Cross Juniors were founded. 
The ACYOA was founded the same year b~o~t disbanded later and is 

now reorganized. 
A major ac-tivity of the Church has been its Armenian School. In 
fact, the school was founded before the church. The first Armenian 
teacher in Washington Heights was Miss Takouhi Boyajian. Later Miss 
Boyajian was succeeded by Mrs. Aghavni Nigohossian, Mrs. A. 
Khashmanian and Mr. K. Kevorkian. 
Since 1937 Mrs. Vartanoush Paboojian has been conducting the school 
which has had many fine graduates who have brought credi·t to their 
teachers. 

1949-The Church celebrated its Twentieth Anniversary. 
1951-April 29, the Parish Assembly resolved to build a new church as the 

present one had become too small for the parish. 
1954-0ctober 17, the new Holy Cross Church was consecrated by His 

Eminence Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, assisted by Archbishop 
Tiran, Archbishop Tirayre, and other clergymen. 
The Pastor of the Holy Cross is the Very Rev. Elisha Vardapet Simon
ian, who has served in this capacity for the paSit twenty-two years. 
The Very Rev. Oshin Abegha Nico·lian was recent·ly appointed as
sistant pastor. 

ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR 

314 East 35th Street 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

1903-The first Parish Council was organized. 
1918-The community rented a building on 17th Street. 

1923-The Ladies Auxiliary was established. 
1925-The first choir was organized. 

The present choir, which has been under the direction of Mr. Gabriel 

Majarian since 1933, has a membership of 65. 
1925-The parish moved to Adams Memorial Building and remained there 

until November 1946. 
1933-The Armenian School was founded. It continues to this day. , The 

three Armenian Schools in Long Island are also under the jurisdiction 

of this parish. 
1938-The church began publishing a bulletin called "Loosavorich". 
1947-The parish moved to a hall adjacent to St. Peter's Episcopal Church 

and converted it into a church. 
1947-September, the altar of this church was consecrated by His Grace 

Bishop Tiran. 
1947- July, the Rev.Father Vertanes Papazian was assigned pastor of this 

church. 
1949- A 3-story building on 35th Street (near the Cathedral site) was 

purchased for $90,000 and converted into a church at an additional 

cost of some $60,000. 
1950- March 10, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 

Tiran. 
1951 - February, the ACYOA Chapter receivtd its charter and on March 31st, 

thirty new members were initiated ,.t • solemn Candlelight Service. 
The Pastor is the Rev. Father Vertanes Papazian, who has been serving 
this parish since his appointment in 1947. 

LONG ISLAND CHURCH 

Horace Harding Boulevard 
BAYSIDE, LONG ISLAND, N. Y ~ 

195-tf-1955-Pians got under way to build a church in long Island, N. Y. 
1955-September 25, a banquet was held to ·commemorate the first an

niversary of the Church Building Fund, following this banquet 
ceremonies were held at the church site to bless the ground and lay 
the cornerstones. 

A sum of $40,000 was collected from the sponsors who were ac
corded the privilege of laying the cornerstones. 



ST. SARKIS CHURCH 

300-9th Avenue 
NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y. 

1945- March, the Very Rev. Tiran Vardapet Nersoyan (now Archbishop 
Tiran) visited the Armenian community in Niagara Fal·ls and appointed 
a Church Building Committee, the members of which were also to 
serve as the first Parish Counci I. 

1945- 0ctober, the first Parish Council was elected_. 
1948- April, a plot of land was purchased for $4,700, to which sum the 

Armenians of Buffalo, N. Y. also contributed. 
1952- June 14, the ground was blessed followed by laying of the corner

stone. 
The church building was completed at a cost of about $70,000. 

1953-September 20, the church was consecrate! by His Eminence Arch
bishop Tiran, assisted by a large number of clergy and the choirs of 
St. Catharines and Toronto, Canada. 

1955- February . 15, Krikor Tatoyan was ordained Deacon by His Eminence 
Archbishop Mampre. 
A banquet followed attended by 250 guests . 

1956- The ACYOA Chapter was organized and will be chartered soon. 
The Pastor of this church is the newly ordained Very Rev. Vasken 
Abegha Tatoyan. 

The church is now almost complete. 
The Parish has a Ladies Auxiliary. 

1956-April, the ACYOA chapter was . organized ... 
Chairman of the Building Committee is: 

Mr. Dikran Missirlian 
219 Kerisett Road 
Manhasset, Long Island, N. Y. 

ST. LEONCE CHURCH 

135 Bloomfield Avenue 
PATERSON 3, NEW JERSEY 

This is one of the oldest Armenian communities in the United States. 
.His Grace Bishop Hovsep Sarajian, the first Armenian Primate sent 
to America, visited this parish in 1898. 

1900-The first Parish Council was established. 

1928-The Ladies Auxiliary was formed. 

1934-The choir was organized. 

1934-A former Episcopal church, with a seating capacity of 350 persons, 
was purchased for $6,000 and repairs and remodeling cost another 
$7,000. 

1938-June, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop Gare
gin Hovsepian. 
The church publishes a bulletin called "Loosadoo". 
There is an ACYOA Chapter. 

1949-June 26, the 15th anniversary of the church purchase was com
memorated and the Divine Liturgy was celebrated by the Pastor, 
Very Rev. Shnork Vardapet Kaloustian (now Bishop Shnork). 
On this occasion memorial services were held for all deceased mem
bers who had contributed to the development of this church. 

1950-The church purchased a two - story house opposite the church which 
is to serve as the parish house. 
The present Pastor is the Rev. Father Vartan Der Assadourian, who 
was appointed in 1954. 

PITTSBURGH, PENN. 

This is a community and it has no church. 

The Pitt~burgh area has a number of towns Braddock, Duquesne, 
Ambridge etc., in which about seventy-five Armenian families live. 
In 1947 His Eminence Archbishop Tiran turned this parish over to 
the pastor of the West Philadelphia church. As a consequence the 
Very Rev. Mesrob Vardapet Semerjian first, and the Rev. Father Levan 
Arakelian later, have visited this community once or twice a year 
and held Divine Service and ministered to the spiritual needs of the 
community. 

A church committee functions in lieu of a regular Parish Council. 



HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

2160 North Marshall Street. 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

1940-The community nioved to a new site and purchased a church for 
$6,000, it also includes a laige hall with a seating capacity of 500. 

1942-December 27, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Arch
bishop Garegin Hovsepian. 

1946- The ACYOA Chapter received its charter. ·: ,, ': 

1947- The First ACYOA A~sembly was hel.d in the Ch..11rch Hall.. 
The Ladies Auxiliary, founded in 1910, has play~d an impSJrta[lt. role 

in this church and community. . 

1948- The Choir celebrated its 20th Anniversary. 
Under the direction of the Very Rev. Torkom Vardapet Manoogian 
the Choir also published song books containing hymns and folk 
music. 

!'I r'·: 

This church has an Armenian School, which has been in existence 
since 1916, except for minor interruptions. 

1950- March 9, the main altar of the church was destroyed in a fire but 
it was speedily restored through the efforts of the Karibian brothers 
and other m·embers. 

1951 - September 10, Deacon "Hrand Arakelian was ordained to the priest
hood by His Eminence Archbishop Tiran, who renamed him Father 
Levan, and appointed him pastor of SS. Sahag and Mesrob Church 
in West Philadelphia. 

1951 - December 24, the church celebrated its own eighth anniversary and 
the 25th anniversary of .thEi:,S.und.ay ,School .. 
The present Pastor is the 'Rev. ·F~ther Boghos Manoukian, who has 
been serving this parish since bis ordination on February 12, 1956. 

~ ·J -

ST. SAHAG AND ST. MESROB CHURCH 

70 Jefferson Street 
PROVIDENCE 8, RHODE ISLAND 

"Having a sense of God's merciful Providence unto me called 

this place Providence" - Roger Williams 

1897- The first Pastor of this parish, the Very Rev. Vaghinag Dz. Vardapet 
Sisagian, arrived in Providence. He died on July 14, 1899, after 

serving only two years. 

1899-1913- A number of clergymen served this parish as visiting pastors. 

i 913-A former Baptist church, built in 1868, was purchased. It is an 
imposing building with a lofty tower, and 12 beautiful stained-glass 

memorial windows. It has a seating capacity of 500. 

1914-The first Divine Liturgy was celebrated in the newly acquired church. 

1914- June 7, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 

Moushegh Seropian. 

1938- The Sunday School was opened with an enrollment of 90 students. 
(It was originally organized in 1932 through the efforts of the Rev. 
Father Yeghishe Kalchinjian but the membership had gradually 

declined.) 

1939- The Silver Jubilee of the Church was celebrated, presided over by 
the Very Rev. Sian Vardapet Manougian (now His Grace Bishop Sian) 
who served as the Pastor of this church for seven years. 

1940- The Sunday School was reorganized. 

1943-The Junior Ladies Aid Society was founded. 

1946-January 12-13, a constituent assembly of youth groups met here to 
ratify the Constitution of the Armenian Church Youth Organization 

of America. 

1950-The Ladies Auxiliary, originally established as a charitable organiza
tion in 1901, joined the Church in 1913 and became the founders of 

the present Ladies Auxiliary. 

1952-Sept. 7, first ordination in this church took place when Deacon Ga
rabed Potookian was ordained to the priesthood by His Eminence 
Archbishop Tiran and renamed Father Alan. 
The Pastor is the Rev. Father Shahe Altounian, who has served this 

parish since 1950. 



ST. MESROB CHURCH 

1326 State Street 
RACINE, WISCONSIN 

Until 1918 this community was part of the Midwest Parish and 
shared the services of the Rev. Father David Avedisian with the 
nearby cities. Meanwhile the community had increased to about 
1 00 members. 

It is extremely noteworthy that during World War I this small com
munity of immigrants purchased Liberty Bonds amounting to $80,000 
and the City Officials paid tribute to the Armenians for having con
tributed the most on a per capita basis. 

1914-Rev. Father Mesrob Sahagian held Vesper Services in Wergland Hall. 
1915-A committee was formed to take responsibility for securing the 

services of visiting clergy. 
1918-The first Parish Council was formed. 

1922-1925- Services were being held in the local Episcopal church. 

1923-The Rev. Father David Avedisian became the first permanent pastor 
of the community. 

An Armenian School was founded the same year. 

1924-April 8, a fund-raising rally was held, presided over by His Eminence 

Archbishop Tirayre, for the purchase of a church, and $3,535 col
lected at this initial meeting. 

1925-The Ladies Auxiliary was organized. 

1925-A former Danish Lutheran Church, with a seating capacity of 500 
was purchased for $18,000 and remodeled for $7,000. 

1925-December 25, the church was consecrated by Archbishop Tirayre. 
The sponsor was Mr. Krikor Keishian. 

1931-The church choir was reorganized by Deacon Penyamin Torosian. 
1935-0ctober, the Sunday School was founded by Mr. Taros Madaghian. 
1943-The Very Rev. Soukias Vardapet Kalfayan was appointed Pastor. 
1944-The Junior Ladies Auxiliary was formed. 

1946-March 21, the ACYOA Chapter was organized. 

1952-July 6, His Eminence Archbishop Tiran installed three young mem
bers, Paul Chobanian, Souren Chalikian, and Hagop Der Hovsepian, 
as Stole Bearers. 

1955-The ACYOA Chapter was host to the Ninth Annual Assembly. 

The Pastor, the Very RE:)v , Soukias Vardapet Kalfayan, has served 
this parish since 1943, 

CHURCH NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

~r 2403 West Main Street 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

The community has had a parish group since 1912. 

1947-His Eminence Archbishop Tiran visited this community and celebrated 
the Divine Liturgy at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, he urged this com
munity - which had existed without a church for thirty-five years -

to strive towards acquiring its own church. 

1950-The Very Rev. Torkom Vardapet Manoogian paid a number of visits 
to this community, organizing the parish, holding divine services at 
St. Paul's Church, and directing the work of the Church Building 

Committee. 

1953-September 24, the Parish Council signed the deed for a church 

building. 
An ACYOA Chapter was tentatively formed by Father Torkom but 

this was later merged with the Choir. 
The church has a choir and a Ladies Auxiliary. 

1955- The old site was sold and a new plot of land was purchased. 

1956-July 8, the cornerstone of the nearly completed church was blessed 
by His Eminence Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, assisted by the Rev. 
Father Levan Arakelian and the Rev. Father Boghos Manoukian. 
The church building cost $60,000. Raising this sum was quite an 
achievement for this small community of 120 families. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

This community has no church as yet. 

1950-A community was organized and His Eminence Archbishop Tiran 
appointed the Rev. Father Arnak Kasparian Visiting Pastor of the 

community, which consists of about 200 families. 

1951-A Ladies Auxiliary was organized. 

J 9~9-April, the Parish Council was reor9anized by His Eminence Arch

bishop Mampre Calfayan, 

~ 



ST. GREGORY THE ENLIGHTENER 

112 Pleasant Avenue 
ST. CATHARINES, ONT., CANADA 

1918-The first Parish Council was founded. 

1919-An Armenian school was established. 

1925-The Canadian - Armenian Society was founded under the direction 
of Mr. Levon Babayan and Professor Baghdassarian. Under the aus
pices of the Society two plots of land were purchased. 

1930-The church building, with a seating capacity of 300, was completed 
at a cost of about $45,000. 

1930-November 30, the church was consecrated by His Eminenc!i Arch
bishop Tirayre. 

1938-Four adjacent plots were purchased by the church. 

1945-The choir was reorganized by Deacon Krikor Der Krikorian. 
This church had a number of temporary or visiting pastors, including 
the Very Rev. Humayak Vardapet lntoyan, the Very Rev. lsahak Var
dapet Ghazarian, and the Rev. Father Khoren Mamigonian. 
The church has no ACYOA Chapter. 

1947-Messrs. Hovhannes Magarian and Garabed Haroutunian, Canadian 
born members of the choir, were installed as Stole-Bearers by His 
Grace Bishop Tiran. 

1956-The newly-ordained Very Rev. Vasken Abegha Tatoyan, pastor of 
St. Sarkis Church of Niagara Falls, N. Y., has been appointed visiting 
Pastor of this church. 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

This community does not have a church as yet. It was established 
as a parish back in 1911. 

The Secretary of the Parish Council is: 

Mr. V. Aghababian 
401 Hawley Avenue. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

ST. HAROUTUNE CHURCH 

909 Michigan Avenue 
(Mailing address: P. 0. Box 334) 

SOUTH MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 

This Parish consists of about 450 members. 

1912-The first Parish Council was founded. 
Until 1924 services were held at St. Mark's Episcopal Church. 

1924-A Church Purchasing Committee was organized. 

1924- An Evangelical Church, with a seating capacity of 350, was pur
chased for $3,200 and remodeled for $11,000. 
The choir was established the same year. 

1924- 0ctober 4, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 

Tirayre. 

1924- The Ladies Auxiliary was founded. 

1934- The Armenian Community was granted the privilege of establishing 
Armenian language classes in the local High School. 

1943-The Sunday School was opened. 

1946- The ACYOA Chapter received its charter. 

1947-The church was granted the privilege of acquiring its own cemetery, 
which was named St. Haroutune. 

Plans are now under way for the construction of a new church. This 
community enjoys an enviable reputation in the City and State. It 
won special awards for having purchased the greatest number of 
Liberty Bonds in World War I and War Bonds in World War II. It 
received special citation for being the highest tax-paying community 
in the city. As a consequence of these achievements the community 
has been granted the above mentioned privileges. 

The quota of this parish for the Cathedral Project was $4,000 which 
this little community has almost paid up. 

The Pastor is the Very Rev. Soukias Vardapet Kalfayan, who has 
been serving this parish since September 16, 1943. 



HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

86 Yonge Street 

TORONTO, ONT., CANADA 

1947-November 30, His Grace Bishop Tiran celebrated the Divine Liturgy 
at the local Episcopal Church. 

1948-The first Parish Council was organized and confirmed by the Diocese. 

1948-The Parish sent its first delegate to the Diocesan Assembly. 

1950-A plot of land was purchased for $3,300 for the purpose of building 
a church estimated to cost about $35,000. 

1952-January, The Rev. Father Khoren Mamigonian was appointed Visiting 
Pastor of Toronto and the other Armenian communities of Canada. 

1952-June 22, a picnic was held for the benefit of the Church Building 
Fund. 

1953-The ACYOA Chapter was organized. 

1953-December 6, the Church was consecrated by His Eminence Arch
bishop Tiran. The sponsor was Mr. Carl Benlian. Governor Allan A. 
Lamport, who was present at the banquet following the consecration, 
delivered an address in which he paid warm tribute to the Armenians 
of Toronto. 

1956-The newly ordained Very Rev. Vas ken Abegha Tatoyan has been 
appointed Visiting Pastor of this church. 

The Secretary of the Parish Council is: 

Mr. Hagop Shishmanian 
86 Yonge Street 
Toronto, Ont., Canada. 

") ST. PETER'S ARMENIAN CHURCH 

2200 Fifth Avenue 

TROY, N.Y. 

This is one of the oldest Armenian communities in the United States. 

1899-The first Parish Council was established. For about twelve years 
services were held at St. Paul's Episcopal Church. 

1911-A church was purchased for $2,500. 
The first Pastor was the Rev. Father Vartan Missirlian. 

1911-0ctober 8, the first Divine Liturgy was celebrated by the Rev. Father . 
Levon Pahlavouni. 

1914-May 5, the Ladies Auxiliary was organized. 

1916-July, the church was consecrated by the Very Rev. Tirayre Vardapet 
Markarian and the Very Rev. Triphon Vardapet Podzakian. 

1917- the Sunday School was organized by Miss Azniv Movsesian. 

1927- The present church building, with a seating capacity of 650, was 
bought for $30,000 and remodeled at an additional cost of $18,000. 

1927- The church was consecrated by His EmineRce Archbishop Tirayre. 
1935-The Choir was reorganized. 

1941-Mortgage burning celebrations were held. This was also the 25th 
anniversary of the Ladies Auxiliary and forty-two members received 
gold crosses. 

1946-The ACYOA Chapter was organized and chartered. 

1949-May 15, the Church celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. 

1952-The church began publication of a bulletin called "Loosavorchi 
Kantegh". 

1954-The ACYOA Chapter was host to the Eighth Annual Assembly. 

The Very Rev. Papken Vardapet Varjabedian, who served as Pastor 
of this church from 1946 to 1956 was recalled to the Catholicate of 
Cilicia and the parish has no pastor at this time. 



HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

2700 New York Avenue 

UNION CITY, NEW JERSEY 

This church has the distinction of being the third Armenian Church, 
built on the American continent. (The first was The Church of our 
Saviour in Worcester, Mass. in 1891 and the second was Holy Trinity 
Church in Fresno, in 1900). 

1899- A church service was held by His Grace Bishop Hovsep Sarajian, who 
was the first Primate to visit America. He also established the first 
Parish Council of this community. 

1902-A plot of land was purchased for $800 in the township of what was 
then known as West Hoboken, for the construction of a church. 

1906-September 16, the cornerstone was laid and the church building, 
with a seating capacity of 300, was completed within two months 
at a cost of about $10,000. 

1907- January 27, the church was consecrated by His Grace Bishop Hovsep 
Sarajian. 

1910- The choir was organized. 

1921 - The Sunday School was opened. 

1934-0ctober 11, the Ladies Auxiliary was founded. 

1937- The 30th anniversary of the consecration of the church was com
memorated. (In 1957 Holy Cross Church will celebrate its Golden 
Jubilee). 

This parish has three Armenian schools, all of them founded early 
in the century. 

1947- The ACYOA Chapter received its charter. 

1951-December 27, a farewell banquet was given in honor of the Rev. 
Father Khoren Mamigonian who served this parish for six years. 
Although there are now four Armenian churches in New Jersey which 
serve the spiritual needs of a far flung community, Holy Cross Church 
was for nearly five decades the only church and spiritual center for 
the Armenians living in Hudson, Bergen, Passaic, and Essex counties. 
During these past fifty years the parish was served by a long list of 
distinguished pastors, including Bishop Sarajian, Archbishop Mampre 
Calfayan, and the Very Rev. Vahram Oz. Vardapet Nazaretian. 

The Very Rev. Vatche Abegha Hovsepian, the newly-appointed pastor, 
succeeds the Very Rev. Humayak Oz. Vardapet lntoyan, who served 
this parish for four years. 

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

42nd Street and Fessenden 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

(No church edifice built as yet) 

A small Armenian community has existed here for the past thirty-five 
years, with an active Ladies Auxiliary for about twenty-five years . 
The community has grown in recent years iJnd it is now estimated to 
be about 1 ,500, which includes a number of transients. 

Through the years visiting clergymen have held occasional services 
at the local Episcopalian Church and ministered to the spiritual needs 
of the Armenians. 

1945- The first Parish Council was confirmed by the Diocese. 

1950- A Church Purchasing Fund Committee was organized. 

1950- January 14, The Very Rev. Torkom Vardapet Manoogian was ap
pointed Visiting Pastor of this Parish. 

During 1950 Father Torkom visited Washington five times to perform 
various sacraments and organize the community. 

1953- A plot of land with a partially finished basement was purchased 
from the Wisconsin Avenue Baptist Church Council for $32,000. 

Repairs were made and an altar was built in this basement which 
will become the auditorium when the actual church edifice is built. 

The parish has a Ladies Auxiliary, a choir, and a Sunday School. 

There is also an ACYOA Chapter with a membership of twenty six. 
The Washington Chapter is host to the Tenth Annual Assembly. 

Succeeding the Very Rev . Torkom Vardapet Manoogian, the Rev. 
Father Levan Arakelian, Pastor of SS. Sahag and Mesrob Church of 
West Philadelphia, was appointed Visiting Pastor of this parish. 

Father Levan and other visiting clergymen come to Washington 
several times a year and celebrate the Divine Liturgy. 

Funds are now being raised for the construction of the church build
ing. 



ST. JAMES CHURCH 

467 Mt. Auburn Street 
WATERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

1924-July 21, Armenians of Watertown met for the purpose of acquiring 
a church of their own. 

1927-The site for a church, assessed value $5,880, was purchased. 
1928-:-June 28, the Ladies Auxiliary was founded by the Very Rev. Shahe 

Vardapet Kasparian, the then Pastor of Holy Trinity Church in Boston. 
This group has now a membership of 150. 

1930-The first Pastor appointed was the Rev. Father Mateos Manigian. 
1931 - August 29, ground-breaking ceremonies and blessing of the founda

tion were performed by His Eminence Archbishop Leon Tourian. 
1931 - The SS. Sa hag Mesrob Armenian school was founded; the first teacher 

was Mrs. G. A. Nazar who served until 1949. 
1932- May 14, cornerstone blessing ceremonies . were performed by Arch

bishop Tourian. 
1933-August 15, the choir was formed under the direction of Mr. Diran 

Dinjlan who served as choirmaster for twenty years. 
1933-Religious services were being held in the half-completed church. 
1935- The Sunday School was established. It has now more than 250 

pupils and twenty-five teachers. 
1937-The church was consecrated by His Grace Bishop Mampre Calfayan, 

the sponsor was Mr. Harry Touloukian. 
On this occasion the sermon was delivered by His Eminence Arch
bishop Garegin Hovsepian, Legate of the Holy See. 

1943-His Grace Bishop Hovsep Garabedian was appointed Pastor of this 
church and he served in that capacity for six years. 

1944-The church purchased a 3-story community center across the street. 
1945-December, His Grace Bishop Tiran attended the annual banquet of 

St. James Church and called on the youth to form a Watertow1' 
chapter of a nationwide organization. 

1946-January 4, first meeting held and delegates chosen for the Constituent 
Assembly of what was to be known as the Armenian Church Youth 
Organization of America, to be held in Providence, R. I. 
ACYOA membership is now about 40 seniors and 30 juniors. 
The Watertown Chapter was host to the Fifth Annual Assembly in 
1951. 

1948-April 26, The Young Women's Guild of the St. James Armenian 
Church of Watertown was organized. It has now a membership of 
over 100. 

1949-February 28, The St. James Men's Club was organized. 
The Church publishes a bulletin entitled "Looys". 
The Armenian population of Watertown is estimated at 7,500 and 
together with Belmont, Waltham and other communities this figure 

(CHURCH NOT NAMED YET) 

581 Oak Street 
WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS 

This community formerly belonged to the parishes of Chicago and 

Evanston. 
In 1950 a building was purchased which will be converted into a 

church and community hall. 
The Chairman of the Parish Council is: 

Mr. Donabed Kopeian 
2411 Washington Street 
Waukegan, Illinois. 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH 

6228 West Washington Avenue 
WEST ALLIS, WISCONSIN 

1923- The first Parish Council was established. 
Thi~ Council together with a group of Armenians in the community 

worked towards the acquisition of a church. 

1934-The Ladies Auxiliary was founded. 
1942-A church, with a seating capacity of 200, was purchased for $6,000. 

The first pastor was the Rev. Father Khoren Mamigonian. 
1942- May 11, the church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop 

Garegin Hovsepian. 
1952-A Community Hall was built adjacent to the church. 

This church has a choir and a Sunrlay School. 
There is no ACYOA chapter as yet. 
The pastor is the Very Rev. Soukias Vardapet Kalfayan who has 

served this church since September 1943. 

WEST PULLMAN, ILLINOIS 
This is a community and does not have a church of its own. 

1951-May, His Eminence Archbishop Tiran visited here for the purpose of 
organizing the parish and appointing a Parish Council. 
The Chairman of the Parish Council is: 

Mr. Arthur Semerdjlan 
727 West 117th Street 
Chicago, Illinois. 

reaches 20,000. 
1951-The Watertown Chapter of the ACYOA was host to the Fifth Annual 

Assembly. 
The present Pastor is the Rev. Father Arten Ashjian, who has been 

serving this parish since February 1, 1955. 



ST. SAHAG AND ST. MESROB CHURCH 

Cobbs Creek Parkway and locust Streets 

PHILADELPHIA 39, PENNSYLVANIA 

1902-The first Parish Council was established. 

1903-Ciergymen from West Hoboken visited this parish periodically and 
held services. 

1904-The first choir was organized by Mrs. M. Guloyan, who also became 
founder of the ladies Auxiliary in 1910. 

J 912-The first pastor appointed was the Rev. Father Bedros Vartanian who 
served this parish until 1925. 

1917- March 21, a small church was purchased at Broad & Pine Streets 
for $12,000. $7,000 more were spent for remodeling it. This church 
was sold in 1923 for $30,000. 

1923- The Sunday School . was founded. 

The Armenian community having increased with the arrival of new 
immigrants and the Armenians of North and West Phii<Jdelphia 
finding it difficult to use the same church, decided to separate into 
two parishes. 

1925-July 22, a building was purchased at Walnut Street for $42,000. 
At a cost of another $23,000 the second floor was converted into a 
church with a seating capacity of 175. 

1932-This church was consecrated by His Eminence Archbishop Tirayre, 
the sponsors were Messrs. Dicran lsbetcherian and Garabed Jerrehian. 
This church served the Armenians in West Philadelphia for twenty 
years. 

1947 -March 31, a plot of land was bought at 63rd & locust Streets for 
$38,000. The intention was to build two edifices, a church and a 
community hall, and since building the latter entailed less difficulty 
at the time, it was decided to build the community hall first and 
use it as a church until a church could be built. 

1953-June 24, ground-breaking ceremonies took place presided over by 
His Eminence Archbishop Tiran, and assisted by the Very Rev. Torkom 
Vardapet Manoogian and the Rev. Father levan Arakelian, the 
pastor. Mr. Harry Kulpan was invited to break the ground, in 
recognition of his services. 

The building was completed within a year. 

1954-The Altar was consecrated by Archbishop Tiran and Archbishop 
Tirayre. 

The church hu an ACYOA chapter, which together with the North 
Philadelphia chapter was host to the first Annual Assembly. 

The Pastor is the Rev. Father levan Arakelian, who has served this 
parish since 1950. 

CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 

87 Salisbury Street 

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 

(The first Armenian Church built on the American Continent) 
1889-January 27, the Armenians of Worcester, one of the oldest Ar

menian communities in the New World, asked the Armenian Pat
riarchate in Constantinople for a clergyman to serve the spiritual 
needs of some 300 Armenians. 

1889-July 25, the Very Rev. Hovsep Vardapet Sarajian arrived in Worces
ter and held services in a local hall. 

1889-August, the first Armenian Parish Council in America was founded. 
1890-The Parish purchased a plot of land for $1,275 and built a church 

in less than six months at a cost of about $6,300. The church had 
a seating capacity of 250. 

1891 - January 18, the Very Rev. Hovsep Vardapet Sarajian consecrated the 
first Armenian church in America and named it the Church of our 
Saviour. 
He served as Visiting Pastor until 1893 and returned to Constanti
nople. 

1896-Until 1896 the Armenian communities in Europe and America were 
under the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. In that 
year they were transferred to the jurisdiction of the Holy See in Etch
miadzin at the instance of Patriarch Ormanian. 
In 1896 the United States became a separate Diocese. 

1898- 0ctober, the Very Rev. Hovsep Vardapet Sarajian, now Bishop Sa
rajian, returned to Worcester as the first Primate of the Armenians in 
America. 

The Diocesan Office was established in Worcester where it remained 
for twenty - five years. 

1941-The Golden Jubilee of this church was commemorated. 
The church has a ladies Auxiliary, Sunday School, Armenian School, 
and ACYOA Ch~pter. 

1952-The ACYOA Ch~pter was host to the Sixth Annu~l Assembly. 
The .Ekmalian Choir's director for thirty years was Deacon Haygaz 
Santoyan. 

1952-0ctober 19, the new Church of our Saviour was consecrated by his 
Eminence Archbishop Tiran. The entire service was broadcast ov.er 
the radio. 

About twenty clergymen have served as pastors, the Rev. F.,ther 
Hagop Mekjian having served the longest -- for nearly two decides. 
Recently the Very Rev. ~lin Vardapet Potookian was appoint•c;l tem-
porary pastor of the church. · 
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BUSINESS PATRONS !WHO DONATED TWI;NTY-FIVE DOLLARS 

Feldman Insurance Company 
Garvin Grill 

Washington, D. C. 
· -Washington; D; c · · : ; ~ . 

BUSINESS PATRONS WHO DONATED TEN DOLLARS 

E. A. Balian & Son 

Commodore Hotel 
Hillside lodge 
Hye Hotel 
Lincoln Hotel 

Shady Hill· House · 
N'azarian -Brothers Inc. 
Van Sant Pharmacy 

Was hington, D. C. · 

Asbury Park, N. J . 
Tannersville, N. Y. 
Asbury Park, N. J. 
Asbury Park, N. J. 
Hunt-er, N. "Y. 
Washington, D. C. 

BUSINESS PATRONS WHO DONATED ·FIVE ·DOLLARS 

I. F. A. Galleries 
Fort RP.~O Florist 
Karl's Caterers 
Orientales Band 
Mac Kay 

Pete's Barber shop 

Sheraton Park Drug Store 
Van Hotel 
Windsor Valet 

Wintersteen's Gulf Service 

'"l ...... .. .. .... 

Wa shington, D. C. -
Washington; D. C. 

Wa shington, D. C. 
Boston, Mass. 

Washington, D. C. 

Wash-ington, D. C. 

Washington, D. C. 
Asbury Pa rk, N. J. 
Washing-ton, D. C. 
Wash:ington, D . . c;. 

. ·::._;_ 

PATRONS AND PATRONESSES 

FORTY DOLLAR DONORS 

Mr. David Atamian 

Mr. and Mrs. Hrandt Norair 

TWENTY -FIVE DOLLAR DONORS 

Mr. and Mrs. Nishan Hintlian 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Manoogian 

Rev. and Mrs. Boghos Manoukian 

FIVE-DOLLAR DONORS 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Alexander 

Mr. Harry Baker 

Richard Demirjian 

Miss Alice Hintlian 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Janigian 

Khoren Kaloustian 

Harry Khosrofian 

Krikor Krikorian 

Mrs. Azniv Marashian 

Sunday School of Washir.~gton 

TEN-DOLLAR DONORS 

Elizabeth and Anne Andonian 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis G. Avedikian 
Mr. and Mrs. Krikor Avedikian 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Babashanian 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Babigian 
Obie Bagdasarian 
Mr. and Mrs. George Baldadian 
Mr. and Mrs. James Barouyrian 
Mary Basdekian 
Naomi Basdekian 
Albert Der Tatevasian 
Srpouhie A Essefian 
Pauline and Louise Garabedian 
Mr. and Mrs. Souren Hanessian 
Hon. Mayor and Mrs. Dickran Hovsepian 
Mr. and Mrs. Aram K. Jerrehian 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kalayjian, Rockville, Md. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Kevorkian 
Mr. and Mrs. Khosrof Khosrofian 
Mr. and Mrs. Barkev Kurk 
Maranian Family 
Lieut. Hovak Najarian, USNR 
Mr. and Mrs. Dikran Nalbandian 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Nakkashian 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Ohaneson 
Mr. and Mrs. Aram Sakayan 
A Friend 
A Friend 



BOOSTERS 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Alexander 
Harry Baker 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Janigian 
Krikor Krikorian 

Mrs. Azniv Marashian 
Helen Adalist 
Bruce Ahlegian 

Yervant Alexanian 
Guy Amboian 

Clara Andonian 
Jack Andonian 

Johannes Apkarian 
Paul Apkarian 

Mrs. Paul Apkarian 

Rev. and Mrs. Levon Arakelian 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Arslanian 
Nazareth Arslanian 

Rev. and Mrs. Arten Ash;;an 

Mr. and Mrs . Harry R. Atkian 
Tom and Dick Atkian 

Dr. and Mrs. Arra Avakian 
John Avakian 

Gums Azhderian 

Wanda Bagdas•arian 
Edward Baharian 
Evelyn Balian 
Shahan Balian 

Mary Bannaian 

Rose Bannaian 

Sylvia Barbadian 
Fred Barsam 

Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Beam 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Beavers 
Elizabeth Bedrosi·an 
Bill Berman 

Margaret BUzzard 

W. R. Carrick 

Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Caylor, Sr. 
Ralph Chakerian 
Norma Chan 

. Mike Chekemian 

Chin's Restaul"ant 

Anna Chobanian 
Paul Chobanian 

H. V. Dansberger 
Arthur Davidian 

Paul Der Ananian 

Mary Derderian 

Capt. and Mrs. Samuel Der Tatevasian 
Mr. and Mrs. Tatevos Der Tatevasian 
Ara Dostourian 
Janet Eghigian 

Agnes Eghoian 
Ruth Ekizian 

Charlotte Ermoian 
John J. Ewald 

Mr. and Mrs. B. G. Fleming 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton C. Frinks 
A. J. Glenn 

Goekjian Family 

Alice Hacherian 

Martha Hacherian 
Lita Hampar 

Rose Hanesian 

Theodore M. Hannah 
Thelma Hayes 
Charles Lachin 

Sophie Lachin 

Helen Lothorp 

Anne Manoukian 

Mr. and Mrs. G. Mashlakjian 
Roman McClatcher 

Rev. and Mrs. Vartan Megherian 
Alice Mekenian 

George Mekenian 
Takui Menakian 

Agnes Meshe;;an 
Sirvart Mezian 

Dan Michaels 

Bernard D. Mills 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 0. Minassian 
A. B. Mincosky 

Mary Mooradian 

Mr. and Mrs. Hagop Nalbandian 
Lucy Nalbandian 
Etna Natal.ie 

Sylva Natalie 

Mr. and Mrs. George M. Nefores 

BOOSTERS 

Mr. and Mrs . John B. Nefores 

Mr. and Mrs. Spiros A. Nefores 

Larry Neghos.ian 
Mr. and /11\rs . Hagop Ne rsoyan 

Mr. and Mrs . Joseph N. Ne well 

Juck Nishani;m 

Rose Nor ian 

Mrs. r. O'Fiinn 
Mr. and Mrs. Michae l Ohanian 

Edward Onanian 

Mr. and Mrs. J e rry Ourlian 

A. Lee Painter 

S. J. Parsons 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce J . Perry 

Harry Polance 

Charles Pritchard 

Willard S. Reynolds Jr. 

Estelle Robinson and Family 

Dave Salvatore 

Kirk and Cardy Sayian 

Vaughn Sayian 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Hedrick 

Nancy Horasanian 

J. 0 . Howland 

Paul Imler 
AI Jacobs 

Mr. and Mrs. Simon Javizian 

Gerald Jenkins 

Rita A. Jerrehian 
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Jizmajian 

Mary Jizmaj·ian 

Evelyn Kabajy 

Pfc. Hampar Kaishian 

Mary Kaishian 

Walter Kaprielian 

Mona Karoghlanian 

Hovhannes Kasparian 

Edward Kazanjian 
Mr. and Mrs . Jack Kazanjian 

Ralph E. Kazanjian 

Mary-Ann Kelerjian 

C. S. Keys 

George Khosrofian 

Joyce Khosrofian 

Charles Kochian 
Mr. and Mrs. John Kochian 

Dr. George Kolligian 

Mary Krikorian 

S. M. Krikorian 

Helen Schnoll 

Mary Seme rjian 

Marguerite Sekonina 

Sheraton Park Florists 

Ruth Sklon 

George Solakian 

Charles Tarkanian 

M. Tievsky 

M. Helen Tikijian 

Sara Tollin 

Ardameas Toovalian 

Dick Tossouni•an 

Barbara Voskian 

E. I. Wissman 

Anna Yeshilian 

Tony Zingale 

Elizabeth Barsamian 

Betty Cholakian 

Girard Djevharian 

George Dulgerian 

Paris Garabedian 

Ginny and Ara 

Joan 

Louise Kara9ulian 

Grace Koumjian 

Ramsey Koumjian 

Millie and Grace 

John Sarian 

Margaret Sarian 

Rose Sarian 
John Semerjian 

George Shakarjian 

Joyce Tejirian 

Margaret Toros ian 

Rose M. Torosian 
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