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OUR HOLY CROSS CHURCH

The Parish Council of the Holy Cross Armenian Church of
Lawrence, Mass., has formed a committee for the commemoration
of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Church, consisting of its
members and representatives of various organizations in our com-
munity. The committee has deemed it proper to prepare a concise
historical sketch of the Parish and the Church, and thus to honor
all those individuals who strived to maintain the well-being of the
Church with great sacrifice.

Our Parish was organized on December 1, 1912, when about one
hundred parishioners in a meeting elected their first board of Trustees.
Many of the founders have already departed from this life, leaving
a loving memory behind them.

The parish, although organized, did not have a church building,
and services were conducted in the Garden Street Chapel, and later
in the Jackson Street Grace Church, where we held our services
on Sunday afternoons with the kind permission of the Trustees of
that church. This arrangement continued until 1920.

Our religious requirements were met by the pastors of our sister-
parish of Lowell, as arranged by the prelacy. Our congregation,
however, strongly felt the need of a church and the Trustees ap-
pointed a Building Committee of 16 on November 1, 1923, with the
authorization of buying a suitable church building or a plot of land
for a new church. The committee after a long search for a building,
decided on the latter course and the land was purchased on Novem-
ber 21, 1927.

Through the diligent efforts of the building commitiee the founda-
tion of the church was laid with the blessing of Rev. Ghevont Mart-
ougesian (deceased). The enthusiasm of the people had no bounds.
Every man, woman and child wanted to contribute not only money,
but labor as well. Factory workers, even though tired after the toil
of the day, rushed to the site of the church and took up picks and
shovels, anxious to see the completion of the building. Elderly ladies




prepared lunches for the workers. The ladies of the Women’s Auxil-
iary raised money with their bazaars and banquets, young men and
young women contributed their share by presenting plays and
concerts.

‘The ceremony of laying the cornerstone was performed on
August 28, 1932, with Archbishop Ghevont Tourian (martyred), the
Primate, officiating.

The great depression put an end to these activities. Unemploy-
ment became universal and the work had to be stopped. However,
as economic conditions improved, work on the building was resumed
and the great, unforgettable day arrived on June 21, 1936, the day of
the consecration of the Church.

The ceremony of consecration of an Armenian Church is very
impressive. It was performed with great solemnity by the then Pri-
mate of the Armenian Church in America, His Eminence, Archbishop
Karekin Hovsepian, later the Catholicos of Cilicia.

1t would be impossible to describe the rejoicing and thanksgiv-
ing of that memorable day. Every Armenian living in Lawrence
was there. Pilgrims from other cities had flocked to Lawrence to
witness the solemn and sacred rites of the consecration. The people
of Lawrence were justly proud of their accomplishment, which had
cost them so much sacrifice and toil. But they were happy that
they could now worship in a temple of their own, founded and sanct-
ified by the desciples Thaddeus and Bartholomew and Krikor Lous-
avorich, glarified by the lives and labors of Nerses Shnorhali, Ghevant
Yeretz and Vartan Mamigonian.

The grateful Lawrence Armenians did not forget to be thankful
to their adopted country, The United States, for the opportunity and
pri\}ilegé':it had given them to revive their age-old church in this land
of freedom.

The completion of the church did not put an end to the sac-
rifices demanded of the congregation. There was still the question of
paying the mortgage on the church, which was finally settled by
the burning of that document of obligation on the third day of Feb-
ruary, 1944,

‘AMMAMAMAMMAW

VOOUY VVVVVVVVVWVVVVVWWWW___ T

. Here we must state that the total cost of the church amounted
to seventy-nine thousand dollars, which was an exceedingly large
sum for our community in those years. It was through the untir-
ing efforts of the Building Commitiee that the debt was finally liquid-
ated, after meeting obligations by loans from many generous persons
in our community.

Since the consecration, fifteen clergymen have served the church
as regular or visiting pastors. After the unfortunate accident to Rev.
Oshagan Apegha, the pastors of Lowell and Haverhill, — Rev. Hrand
Apegha Khachadourian and Fr. Garen Gdanian—have been conduct-
ing the church services alternately every second Sunday.

The names of the clergymen Who have served the Holy Cross
Church follows. Asterisks denote that the person is deceased

* TFather Yeghishe Kalchunjian 1916—1918

* Rev. Khoren Lazarian 1921—1923
Father Yeghiazar Ashjian 1926—1927
Rev. Ghevont Martougesian 1930—1933
Father Atik Dzodzigian 1936—1939
Father Arsen Torosian 1939—1941
Father Khoren Mamigonian 1941—1943
Rev. Ghevont Arabian 1943—1944
Father Hovhannes Kavookjian 1944—1948
Rev. Hmayag Intoyan 1948—1952
Rev. Hrand Khachadourian 1952—1953
Rev. Mesrob Semerjian 1953
Rev. Oshagan Minassian 1953—1955
Father Garen Gdanian : 1955
Rev. Hrand Khachadourian . 1955
The last two are now serving alternately. 195
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The number of dues-paying members of the church has never ex-
ceeded 100 but 1500 non-member Armenians have always contributed
their share for the upkeep of the church.
The Holy Cross Church has been fortunate to have devoted
Parish Councils, who have received the active support of the younger
generation. Highly commendable is the devotion of the Women’s
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Auxiliary, who are always ready to aid and abet the church»in hard
times. i

The members of our choir with their choirmaster and the organ-
ist deserve the highest praise for their exhilarating performances
every Sunday. ’

The ACYOA, although not directly connected with the Church
Services, has been very helpful. It is this youth organization that
will carry on the burden of the church when the older generation
becomes weary and exhausted.

Our Sunday School is conducted by the ladies who graciously and
devotedly teach the children the Christian concepts of our Church.
The community owes a great deal to these unselfish young people.

We must confess that at least in one field we have failed: that
is the Armenian School, where youngsters are to learn the language
and the history of their ancestors. All efforts of the Parish Councils,
Women’s Auxiliaries and of Pastors have been of no avail to estab-
lish an Armenian School. Perhaps it is permissible to suggest that
parents also have to share the blame for this failure.

In closing this short historical outline, we offer our heartfelt
thanks to all those who toiled and sacrificed to make the Holy Cross
Church a reality, as a spiritual beacon of light for the faithful Ar-
menians today and forever.

We express also our gratitude to all the Pastors who gave us
spiritual nourishment, and stayed with us in times of trouble and
sorrow, and who shared our joys in moments of happiness.

We beseech the Lord to keep intact our Holy Etchmiadzin and
to guide our Catholicos of all Armenians, His Holiness, Vasken I, so
that through His efforts and inspiration the light of the Cross may
reach more brilliantly wherever there is a believing heart of an
Armenian. '
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Compliments of

WAMESIT DRIVE-IN THEATRE

Route 38 Main Street

TEWKSBURY, MASS.
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