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“The entire nation of the Armenians is tied in on the right hand
of St. Gregory and on Holy Etchmiadzin.”

Greetings of Christian love and patriarchal blessings to our be-
loved and faithful Armenian population.

Today, when we are starting our holy work, we depend on the
mercy and help of God, on the faith and faithfulness of our people,
and on the good will of the government of our homeland.

Here under the heaven ‘of the land of the Armenians, the faith
is alive. Our Savior and Comforter, Christ, is alive in the hez%rts .of
our faithful people. It is up to the church itself to reorganize 1its
spiritual and mental powers to know how to make use of the good,
legal, and practical opportunities that have come forth.

Now, from the Toly Temple where the Only Begotten has come
down, we wish to invite everybody. Let us be alert, just and brave,
and let us keep our Holy Church unshaxzen, intact and peaceful.

__ 92

On the road of our task, our main endeavors will be to reorganize
the Holy See, to rebuild our shrines, to raise the standards of our
spiritual seminary, and to use our official periodical and printing
press for comfort and education of our people. We wish to start a

spiritual academy and to compile by-laws and a canon book for the
Holy See and our church.

Filled with faith and hope, I urge the Armenian people to be
faithful to the luminous faith of our fathers, to keep our mother
language and culture. At the same time, we give patriarchal counsel
to everyone to live with love and in unison in the Diaspora; to be
law-abiding and faithful citizens to the local governments.

Spiritual primate fathers and brave pastors, with your anointed
hands gather together and bind our people strongly to our holy
traditions, and whatsoever you bind, let no foreign hand untie. Oh
brave Armenian people, have faith in God; have faith in St. Gregory
and Holy Etchmiadzin; have faith in St. Mesrop and brave Vartan;
have faith in the motherland and pray that our rebuilt home should
never, never again be destroyed and that food, light and song be

always abundant under its roof.

May the grace of our Lord be with you all. Amen.

VASKEN 1
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Rev. Fr. Garen Gdanian
President, Parish Council

St. Vartanantz Armenian Church
Lowell, Mass.

Dear Father Garen:

We are very happy to hear that you are preparing to celebrate
the 40th Anniversary of your church. We have no doubt in our
mind that at this festive occasion, the faithful people of your parish
will realize the great role that the church has played in the organiza-
tion and enlightening of your community and they will try harder
to make it more glorious.

The Armenian Church, both in our fatherland and outside of
it, has always helped our people to enlighten their spirit and to keep
their national character. Of course this fact will be stressed on
the day of the celebration, at the same time bringing in mind the
memory of all those Armenians who 40 years ago built this church
with all its facilities. Since that day, all the pastors, the Parish
Councils, the Ladies Aid, the Choir, the ACYOA, the Armenian and
Church Schools, have continued to work for its magnification using
their mind, their abilities and their spirit, and it is for this kind of
sacrifice that our beloved parish of lowell contnues to become one
of the important parts of the whole diocese, a fact for which our
parishoners should feel proud.

We wish by the Grace of God that this church in Lowell stay
intact for the next forty years, always being for our people a source
of spiritual, national and cultural inspiration.

We bless all of you from the bottom of our hearts and wish God
to grant you love and light so that you may contine your good deeds.

Remain with fatherly greetings and blessings

MAMPRE ARCHBISHOP
Primate of Armenians of America
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A Whrd from the Pstor

My Dear People:

If, on the one hand the preparation of this booklet forced me to
hard work, however, on the other hand it made me very happy and
rich at heart for by doing research work for almost six months, I
have become more familiar with the past activities, with the sorrows
and obstacles, with the successes and braveries of my people. And
now that I have completed this work, I have the happy satisfaction
of having done a difficult but helpful job.

Because of the fact that I have been ordained in Lowell and that
Lowell became my first and only parish, because of the fact that I
was marvied in Tovreil with a girl who was born in Lowell, and be-
cause of the fazt that I have established my home in Lowell, and
finally because of the fact that I also have stayed in Lowell for more
than eight years, I give myself the right to be considered a part of
this community just as much as you are. I have loved this parish and
love this parish in spite of its size, in spite of its limitations, and in
spite of all the hardships which have presented themselves through-
out the years. I love this parish because it has baen mine for eight
vears and I have dedicated myself as its spiritual leader for a greater
faith and welfare of the people entru%ted for my safekeeping.

On the occasion of the feast of this 40th Anniversary, I do not
see the necessity of giving to you any particular sugeestions or ad-
vice. I believe that the children of the Armenian nation always and
in all places have the virtue of automatically being the inheritors of
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their parents. Forty years ago when about two hundred young men
and women built this chureh, they built because they had learned
from their forefathers the love of church and the love of nation, and
because they were filled with faith. I believe that 200 young men and
women of today will keep and defend this church which was built
by their fathers. However, it is not enough to keep. One should also
try to learn how to prosper besides keeping. The bank in which one
puts his money besides keeping that money, has also the double duty
of adding the interest of a sum of money. On this memorable occa-
sion, my only wish and prayer is that during the next forty years,
this treasure that we have now be increased and expanded.

With prayers,

FATHER GAREN

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

O Christ, Son of God, forbearing and compassionate, have pity,
in thy love as our creator, open the souls of thy servants that are
at rest, especially upon the souls of all thy servants who have rested
under the shadow of the St. Vartanantz Armenian Church of Lowell.
Be mindful of them in the great day of the coming of thy kingdom.
Make them worthy of mercy, of expiation and forgiveness of sins.
Reckon them and glorify them with the company of thy saints at thy
right hand.

For thou art Lord and creator of all, judge of the living and of
the dead. And to thee is befitting glory, dominion and honour, now
and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
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A Brief History of
The St. Vartanantz Armenian
Church

Lowell, MWass.

INTRODUCTION

Throughout the writing of this brief history, it has not been our
intention to single out or otherwise praise any of the personalities
or church affiliated organizations that have labored since the es-
tablishment of the St. Vartananz Armenian Church in Lowell in
1916. In accordance with the spirit and method of historical report-
ing, we shall endeavor to memorialize achievements and realities con-
sistent with the facts derived from official church records, and to
gather cherished milestone in the history of our parish and to re-
trieve them from the possibility of oblivion.

No name, date, or computation has been included in this booklet
that has not been selected from the official files of the church. We
are fortunate that comprehensively recorded notes regarding the
life of the church from its inception in Lowell to the present time
were in the main available to us for the drafting of this history.
Unfortunately, we shall not be able to portray the whole story of
the church in as complete detail as we would like. There are two
reasons for this, partly because of the scope and time limitations
of this difficult task, and partly because of the imcompleteness
and at times the non-existence of records of certain periods. Perhaps
ten years from now when the church is celebrating its fiftieth an-
niversary, it will be possible to write this history anew, with greater
investment of time and research a more scholarly presentation will
result.

CHURCH CONSTRUCTION
With the creation in 1910 of the Ladies’ Aid Association, the
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efforts of the Armenian-Americans in Lowell and vicinity toward
the fulfillment of their dream for an Armenian Church in this area
took on an organized shape. The pioneering spirit and zeal of the
Ladies’ Aid Association soon infused itself in the hearts and minds
of their men-folk giving the latter enough encouragement to induce
them to form in 1913 a Church Building Committee. Numerous cam-
paigns and money-raising drives were initiated to herald a new re-
ligious life for the Armenians in greater Lowell. The deeds and in-
dividual valor of these many Christian men and women in working
for the creation of their Church in Lowell have of course not been
recorded. Their combined efforts resulted in the successful comple-
tion of their mission. On April 16, 1916 the construction of Lowell’s
St. Vartanantz Armenian Church was completed and consecrated on
its present site at 60 Lawrence Street.

On Mareh 23, 1913, seven men came together and donated $100
each, and thus started the Campaign for the Building Fund of the
Church, these men were: Margos Der Manuelian, Nazar Moushegian,
Mgrdich Kazanjian, Donabed Kazanjian, Arakel Arakelian, Giragos
Ichmelian and Soghomon Hagopian. Of these the first five became
members of the Building Committee and worked until 1917 to collect
money.

From 1913 to 1917, the contributions towards the Church Build-
ing Fund were shared by the following sources:

From Lowell’s 193 Armenian Residents $2,285.75
Rrom Near and Distant Communities 221.50
From the Ladies’ Aid Association 1,010.00
From Consecration Day Collections 852.45
From Lowell’s Non-Armenian Populase 273.55
TOTAL 4,673.25

Dues and Revenues from the Holy Sacraments 1,342,65
Mortgage 4,500.00
Total Sum on Deposit in the Bank in 1917 10,515.90
‘Complete Construction Expense $9,434.71
Ordinary Expenses from 1913 to 1917 1,041.64
TOTAL EXPENSES $10,476.35
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Therefore on January 15, 1917 the new parish council com-
menced the task of administering their new Church with only a few
dollars in cash and a $4,500. 00 mortgage.

With the financial aspects of the campaign assured, the cont-
munity purchased the land upon which the Church now rests. The
subsequent blessing of the soil and the laying of the cornerstone of
the new Church inspired the spiritual enthusiasm and monetary
backing of most Lowell Armenians. They not only gave money, but
they actually accelerated the construction by digging out with spade
in hand the foundation for the new Church. These were crucial years.
While many of their close relatives including brothers, sisters, par-
ents, children, or wives — all Christians — were being unmercifully
and horrendously massacred by the demoniacal Turk, here in far off
Lowell their beloved ones were building a humble Church to the
greater glory of Jesus Christ.

Finally on April 16, 1916 the Right Rev. Bishop Moushegh Se-
ropian performed the ancient and impressive ritual of consecration
in the midst of a large throng of thankful worshippers. The liturgy
of the day was majestically administered by the Very Rev. Arsen
Vartabed Vehouni, Primate of the North-American Diocese of the
Armenian Church. The late Asadoor Babigian served as the God-
Father and Sponsor for the newly consecrated Church.

In the chronological order of the construction of Armenian
Churches in America, Lowell’s Armenian Church is the third such
Church in America. This is in contradistinction to other church edi-
fices purchased outright from others by Armenians for their re-
ligious use. The first Armenian Church built in America was in
Worcester, Mass. in 1891. The second was in Union City, New Jersey
in 1907 .Though the Providence, Rhode Island, Armenian Church
was consecrated in 1914, it had been purchased by the Armenians
from others. They were not the original owners.

In such manner, Lowell Armenians became the fourth out of
forty parishes in the Diocese to have their own Church. This was
accomplished notwithstanding their small numbers. This should be
considered not only an honor but a testament to their religious faith
and piety.
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THE PARISH DISTRICT

From 1916 to 1931, the Lowell Parish, apart from the jurisdie-
tion it carried over the towns constituted in the immediate neighbor-
hood of Greater Lowell, further bore the weight of spiritual minist-
ration to the Armenians in all communities lying to the east, north-

east, and southeast; such as Lawrence, Haverhill, Newburyport,

Salem and Peabody, Massachusetts; Nashua, Manchester and Con-
. cord, New Hampshire; and Portland, Maine. In 1932, when the Law-
rence Armenians built their own Church, Haverhill and other east-
erly parish sectors became a part of the new-Lawrence Parish, there-
by reducing the area of the Lowell Parish to one-third its original
size. In 1948 the St. Vartanantz Parish became further delimited
by the annexation of the Salem and Peabody districts to the Boston
.Armenian Church and of Andover to the Lawrence Armenian Church.

In addition to Lowell proper, the Lowell Parish at the present
‘time is composed of Nashua, Concord, Manchester and Pelham, New
‘Hampshire; and the following towns located in its immediate vie-
inity: Billerica, Bedford, Chelmsford, Tyngsboro, Tewksbury and
‘Dracut.

In the past, Lowell’s Parish Coucils were always obligated to
‘respond to the spiritual needs of these outlying areas. Until 1931,
Church services and Holy Badarak (Mass) were rendered in Port-
land, Maine and Newburyport, Mass., and other distant communities
.on numerous occasions. Nowadays, it is not common practice in the
.town areas. The Priest and deacons travel to those areas to ad-
‘minster the Sacraments as needed. Moreover, the Parish Priest per-
‘forms the blessing of the out-lying homes once each year. The Parish
‘Council makes its annual visitations to the out-lying homes and it
:accepts “whatever contributions are offered.

PARISHIONERS

‘Perusal of the records reveal that during the past forty years
there has not been an accurate census or listing of the total Armen-
ian populdtion in the community. In an article written, April, 1916
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we read that those Armenians connected with the church numbered
300. In reading a report dated 1932 when the Lawrence Distriet
separated from the Lowell Parish, it is learned that from 5,000 to
6,000 Armenians resided in the jurisdiction of the Lawrence Church,
there hardly remaining 1,000 Armenians in the St. Vartanantz
Parish. (How reliable these figures are remains non-ascertainable).
In 1938, there are ninety-five family addresses registered in the
Church Directory. Today there are approximately two hundred
family addresses in the Church Registry.

From material contained in the Church Chronicles the follow-
ing table is listed to portray the demographic status of Armenian-
Americans of the St. Vartanantz Parish.

Lowell Proper 423
Greater Lowell Towns i}
Nashua, New Hampshire 40
Manchester, New Hampshire 27
Concord, New Hampshire 40

TOTAL IN THE PARISH 607

From a socio-cultural point of interest there are eighteen non-
Armenians who have varying degrees of interest and activity im
the affairs of the St. Vartanantz Church. There are also approxi-
mately fifty Protestant and Catholic Armenians in Greater Lowell.
Finally, there are a handful of Armenians with no specific Church
affiliations.

PASTORAL TENURES

The following chronology is a statement of all official appoint-
ments of clergy of St. Vartanant Church from the date of consecra—
tion to the present time.

April, 1916 - January 1917 — Rev. Yeghishe Kalchinjian

(from Lawrence)

Feb., 1917 - April 1919 — Rev. David Avedisian
June 1919 - August 1919 — Very Rev. Ghevont Martoogessian
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August 1919 - June 1920 — Rev. Yeghiazar Ashjian
(from Lawrence) "

July 1920 - March 1921

April 1921 - August 1922 — Very Rev. Hagop Mekhitarian

August 1922 - February — Very Rev. Khoren Lazarian

April 1924 - December 1925 — Rev. Kapriel Khachadoorian

Jan. 1926 - June 1926

June 1926 - January 1930 — Rev. Yeghishe Kasparian

March 1930 - August 1930 — Rev. Yeghiazar Ashjian (Temporary)

Sept. 1930 - Sept. 1932 — Very Rev. Ghevont Martoogessian

Sept. 1932 - December 1932 — Rev. Bedros Vartanian (Temporary)

Jan. 1933 - December 1933 — Rev. Hoosig Nakhnigian

Jan. 1934 - September 1934 —— Rev. Bedros Vartanian, Rev. Yeghia-
zar Ashjian, Rev. Haroutune Toumayan and Rev. Hagop Mekj-
ian (Alternates)

Sept. 1934 - April 1937 — Rev. Attig Dzotsigian

April 1937 - July 1937 — Reverends Vartanian and Kalchinjian
(Alternates)

July 1937 - July 1938 — Rev. Arsen Torosian

August 1938 - September 1938

October 1938 - May 1938 — Rev. Khoren Mamigonian

June 1938 - August 1939 — Rev. Bedros Vartanian (Visiting)

October 1939 - June 1942 — Rev. Matteos Hekimian

July 1942 - November 1943 — Very Rev. Mesrob Semerjian
(Temporary)

Dec. 1943 — April 1944 — Rev. Khoren Mamigonian (Temporary)

April 1944 - October 1944 — Very Rev. Terenig Poladian
(Temporary)

Nov. 1944 - April 1947 — Rev. Matteos Hekimian

April 1947 - February 1948 — Rev. Hovhannes Kavookjian
(From Lawrence)

Feb. 1948 - December 1948 — Deacon Sarkis Gdanian

January 1949 - to the present — Rev. Garen Gdanian

A glance at the foregoing list of clergy reveals that during the
preceding forty years, more than thirty clergymen have served their

— 102 —

r—

Lord through the St. Vartanantz Church. More than half of these
clergy concurrently served the Lawrence area as well. With such
divided efforts and service so thinly spread out, one can easily im-
agine how hampered the clergy were in their efforts to systematie-
ally organize the life of the parish. The above listing also demonst-
rates that the St. Vartanantz Church has been without a Pastor for
only brief and infrequent periods. In 1918, the Parish raised $220.00
to provide for the first-class transportation of a prospective clergy-
man from the (old country) but these plans were not effected for
undisclosed reasons. In 1926, the Parish arranged for the Rev.
Yeghishe Kasparian of France to enter America and to serve the
Lowell Parish. In 1933 in similar manner, the Rev. Hoosig Nakhnig-
ian was brought with his family from Bulgaria.

The Rev. Attig Dzotsigian deserves special mention for his uni-
versal endearment to this Parish. In 1934, with the unanimous vote
of 67 active church members, he was elected Pastor and served his
people diligently and patiently until his untimely death in 1937. Rev.
Dzotsigian lived with his family in Lowell. His daughter served as
organist. With his demise Lowell Armenians passed into a period of
mourning for their departed shepherd. The Rev. Matteos Hekimian
was among those Priests who served for the longer periods of time.

Spiritual comfort and blessings have been received by Lowell
Parishioners from many eminent and erudite clergy, including the
late beloved Karekin Catholicos of Cilicia, the Very Rev. Shahe Kas—
parian, Rt. Rev. Papken Guleserian, Rt. Rev. Tiran Nersoyan, Rt.
Rev. Mampre Calfayan and all other Prelates of the North American
Diocese of the Armenian Church.
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The Rev. Fr. Garen Gdanian, was born in Aleppo, Syria, om
February 1, 1925, and christened Sarkis. He received his primary
education in the local Armenian schools.

In 1938 he entered the seminary of the Armenian Patriarchate
of Jerusalem. In 1944 he was graduated from the seminary, at
which time he returned to Aleppo and taught for one year in a
local Armenian School. In 1945 he entered the Theological Semi-
nary of the Armenian Catholicate of Cilicia at Antelias, Lebanon.
Two vears later he was graduated from there.

By arrangement of His Eminence Archbishop Tiran Nersoyam,
he came to the United States on September, 1947, and entered the
Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge, Mass.

In 1948, he was ordained archdeacon by Archbishop Tiran and
was sent to serve in the Church of St. Vartanantz as Deacon.

On December 19, 1948, Deacon Sarkis Gdanian was ordained to
the priesthood by Archbishop Tiran, who renamed him Father Garen.

After his ordination Pather Garen became Pastor of St. Var-
tanantz, where he has served continuously since then.

In 1950 Father Garen was graduated from the Episcopal Theo-
logical School, from which he received a Bachelor of Divinity degree.

From 1950 to 1951, Father Garen attended Harvard Divinity
School as a full time special student.

Father Garen married Miss Zabelle Kludjian of lLowell, Mass.,
on August 27, 1951. Rev. and Mrs. Gdanian have a daughter, Arpy.
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Der Garen has worked in this parish for more than eight years.
He is the first priest who has worked in this parish for so .many
years without any interruption. This fact proves that he has been
one of our beloved pastors. He has done all he can to strengthen
the church since he became a pastor. He is modest and humble.
He helps all the church organizations in order to make their work
easy. For five years he has been publishing the “Leader” thus
sending to our people and to our parishioners all the news about the
church activities and at the same time writing a pastoral letter in it.

The most tedious and difficult part of the preparation of this
booklet was given to the pastor. He worked hard and he studied
all the church records, and in spite of the fact that they were dis-
organized, he succeeded in preparing this little booklet, something
which we all appreciate.

We thank him on behalf of the 40th Anniversary Committee for
the work he did and for the help that he gave us. We are sure that
with this booklet, the little Armenian community of Lowell also will
be able to have a small part in the history of the American diocese of
Armenian Church.

I wish him and his wife and his little daughter good health and
happy life and pray that he stay in this hard work of his forever
and become a faithful guardian of the Armenian Church and a ser-
vant of the Catholicos, His Holiness Vasken 1.

GARABED BARBADIAN
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HIGHLIGHTS IN THE SURVEY OF SACRAMENTS

Exact figures of the number of Sacraments administered during
the past forty years in the St. Vartanantz Church are not available
due to incomplete recording. However, the following are fair ap-
proximations derived from the annals of vital statistics in the
Church:

Baptismals 762
Marriages 228
Funerals 189

The first couple to have been married in the St. Vartanantz
Church was Mergerios Garabedian and Nooritza Moushegian on
June 25, 1916.

The first babies to be baptized were: Giragos Onanian, Maritza
Parechanian, April 23, 1916.

The first person buried in this Church was, Abdal Onanian, May
1916.

ALTAR ATTENDANTS

At the most, the Church has never had more than four deacons
at any one time. The usual number of altar attendants on a Sunday
is two.

Mergereos Aharonian and Movses Mulkigian were ordained
deacons on January 16, 1936 by the then Locum Tenens of the Dio-
cese, the Rt. Rev. Mampre Calfayan. These two devout men of the
parish have since been faithfully serving at the altar not only on
the occasions of Holy Badarak, but for baptisms, wedding or fun-
erals.

Until only a few years ago, Sahag Der Boghosian also served as
deacon having received his Holy Order on April 1916.

Garabed Giragosian has assisted the Pastor from time to time
at the Holy Altar as acting deacon even though he has not received
his deaconate.
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John Juknavorian, a twenty year old American born youth, was
training in the role of deacon from 1953-1954. He was developing
admirably as an altar assistant when, with his family, he took up
new residence in California in 1954,

For the future of our Church, there is a vital need for young
men of the parish to aspire Ito serve at the Holy Altar to replace or
assist our elder deacons.

3Ae /9 aridA Counci/

As in other parishes of the Armenian Church, the most respon-
ible and burdensome administrative work devolves on the Parish
Council which is usually composed of seven to nine lay parishioners
with the Pastor as President of the body. Some of their duties are
to obtain and retain a Pastor to provide for the religious needs of
nearby communities, to meet the financial demands of the parish,
to employ a sexton, to oversee and assess the needs of the choir, to
manage the Church library, to publish and distribute Church an-
nouncements, to organize festivities and socials, to arrange for the
physical upkeep and renovations of the Church building, and to be
available at all times for all various and sundry emergencies that
may arise in connection with the businesslike administration of the
Church. To give an example of how seriously parish council mem-
bers have taken the work incumbent upon them, it is appropriate to
mention here that during 1936 at the height of the great depression,
the Parish Council members visited the homes of all parishioners
twenty—two times in order to collect dues or other moneys for the
maintenance of the Church.

Though it is considered to be an honor for one to be a Council
member, the weight of office is so heavy that most are unwilling to
serve more than a single term of two years. For this basic reason,
many Council members have actually had to be drafted. Nonetheless
the Church has always had a full complement of men in the Parish
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Councils through the years. Each new group of Parish Councillors
has, in its turn, had to face new problems presented by changes in
parish membership, economic pressures such as occured during the
depression, and the need for extra funds during special improve-
ments on the land or building, such as landscaping, grassing, or
pointing up the Church walls.

“:A~list-of the Parish Countils is-given in the cotresponding “Ar-
menian section of this booklet. No names are listed for the years
1916-1922 due to the fact that either the records for those years
were lost or never filed.

FINANCES

The primary responsibility of the Parish Council has always:
been the balancing of the Church budget. In difficult times, financial
reverses were handled by making adjustments in the Pastor’s sal-
aries or by other means agreeable and consistent with the needs of’
the Parish.

Church income generally is realized through the following
major sources: the Sunday Offertory, contributions for the receiv-
ing of the Sacraments, special Easter and Christmas donations, in
lieu of flowers and other similar collections, proceed from social fes-
tivities, annual dues, and from visits to the homes of Parishioners
in nearby towns as well as in Lowell.

The following comparative picture describes church income and
expenses through the years listed.

YEAR INCOME EXPENSES

1921 $1,888.00 $1,756.00

1927 2,471.11 2,633.93

1935 1,764.29 1,819.89

1944 3,819.05 2,569.95

1954 6,618.19 5,640.67
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JANUARY 1, 1956 — DECEMBER 31, 1955

EXPENSES

Pastor’s Salary $3120.00
Sexton 508.00
Choir Director 130.00
0il 398.13
Water : 8.97
Gas 19.71
Electricity 61.56
Diocesan Dues 360.00
Pastor’s Retirement 260.00
Cleaning 25.23
Roof Repair 720.00
Telephone 69.88
Stamps & Stationery 41.65
Candles & Incense 181.85
Pastor’s Crown 28.00
Fans (2) 110.00

Vestment’s Carrying Bag 69.10
Flower Vase and

'Mahs’ Envelopes 28.85
Paid Publicity 26.50
Social Expenses 575.91
Gifts 13.00
Transportation 37.00
Visitations 35.00
Jerusalem Refugees 60.00
Deacon Garo Papazian 30.00
Altar Attendants 55.00
Money Transferred 1781.15
TOTAL EXPENSES 8754.49

INCOME

Membership Dues

Offertories

Vigil Lights

Funerals

Marriages

Baptismals

Christmas and Easter
Donations

Ladies’ Aid Association

Social Festivities

In Lieu of Flowers

Hall Rentals

Petitions

Requiem Services

Nearby Towns

Lawrence

Chicago

Lowell A.G.B.U.

Transfer Money

Miscellaneous

TOTAL INCOME

DUES PAYING MEMBERS
The following is a randomly selected, comparative representa-
tion of active or dues-paying members during the years listed:
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$ 571.00
1282.08
240.27
175.00
115.00
162.00

1114.00
400.00
1193.38
729.00
50.00
136.50
623.00
308.00
250.00
10.00
100.00
1781.15
110.45

$9350.84

1919, 81; 1925, 98; 1934, 99; 1935, 70; 1937, 44; 1942, 48; 1943,
50; 1955, 136. .

As is true perhaps in other churches, there is no question here
in Lowell but that the main areas of responsibility in church life
have been shouldered by only a few men and women.

The fee for dues has always been at least that which the
Diocesan Assembly has decreed. for that year. There have been times
when the parish council has raised the minimum to meet the exi-
gency of the occasion. For example, in 1932 the fee was raised to
$10.00. In 1935, the head of each household was levied $12.00. In
the following year it was reduced to $6.00 and later to $3.00. To-day
the minimum fee for dues is $5.00.

Annual parish assemlis have been held regularly at least once
each year during the course of which parish projects and needs were
aired and resolved. The average number of members present at
these assemblies during the past several years is about thirty.

The following is the total 1955 list for dues paying and active
members of the St. Vartanantz Armenian Church:

LIST OF THE ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE
ST. VARTANANTZ ARMENIAN CHURCH FOR 1955

Aharonian, Gerald
Aharonian, Mergerios
Aharonian, Marion
Aitken, Elizabeth
Aitken, John
Akkasian, Samuel
Amboian, Assadour
Amboian, Tourvanda
Arabian, Sdepan
Aprahamian, Garabed
Arguoyan, Khayajan
Asadourian, Haiganoush
Asadourian, Mihran
Asadourian, Takouhi
Aslanian, Avak

Aslanian, Hovhannes
Aslanian, Ohan
Aslanian, Sarkis
Aslanian, Zarouhi
Balian, Mary

Balian, Manoushag
Barbadian, Garabed
Barbadian, Hagop
Barbadian, Mariam
Barbadian, Siranoush
Barsorian, Alice
Barsorian, Diane
Barsorian, Elizabeth (Mrs.)
Barsorian, Mihran
Barsorian, Menas
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Barsorian, William
Boghosian, Garabed
Boghosian, Gerald
Boghosian, Menas
Boyadjian, Garabed
Busdigian, Zadour
Busdigian, Zvart
Dadian, Arisdakes
Dadian, Harry
Depoian, Anahid
Depoian, Yeranouhi
Der Boghosian, Aghavni
Der Boghosian, Sahag
Derderian, Khanemo
Derderian, Krikor

Der Garabedian, Antranig
Der Garabedian, Mardiros
Der Garabedian, Marion
Der Garabedian, Rose
Donabedian, Avedis
Donabedian, Donabed
Garabedian, Mergerios
Gdanian, Zabelle
Giragosian, Garabed
Giragosian, Irene
Giragosian, Julie
Goodsoozian, Arshaloys
Goodsoozian, Haig
Goodsoozian, Sahag
Goodsoozian, Siroun
Gureghian, Bessie
Gureghian, Hagop
Gureghian, Hovhannes
Hoshmatian, Harry
Hoshmatian, Sarkis
Jeknavorian, Abraham

Jeknavorian, Flora
Juknavorian, Altoon
Juknavorian, Azad
Juknavorian, Eli
Juknavorian, Giragos
Juknavorian, Richard
Juknavorian, Virginia

XKachanian, Bedros

Kazanjian, Donabed
Kazanjian, Mugrdich
Kazanjian, Sonny
Kazanjian, Sarkis
Kirkorian, Dirif
Kirkorian, Elizabeth
Kirkorian, Garabed
Kirkorian, Krikor
Kludjian, Beatrice
Kludjian, Eva
Kludjian, Krikor
Kludjian, Ovsanna
Kludjian, Zaven
Koltookian, Hagop
Koltookian, Sara
Kayajanian, Nelson
Krikorian, Elizabeth
Krikorian, Gregory
Krikorian, Mardiros
Krikorian, Paul
Krikorian, Mardiros
Loosigian, Ralph
Loosigian, Lucy
Manoian, Arakel
Manoian, Howard
Manoyan, George
Manoyan, Margaret
Manoogian, Shemavon
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Manoogian, Siranoosh
Markarian, Assadour
Markarian, Hrant
Marzbanian, Khachig
Marzbanian, Horop
Movrookian, Jessie
Morookian, John
Moushegian, Harry
Moushegian, Moushegh
Mousheghian, Nazar
Mugrdichian, Arakel
Mugrdichian, Varter
Mulkigian, Asdghig
Mulkigian, Margaret
Mulkigian, Melkiset
Mulkigian, Movses
Mulkigian, Tourvanda

Nalbandian, Noubar
Nazarian, Victor
Ohanian, Assadour
Onanian, Krikor

Parechanian, Hampartzoum

Parigian, Manoog
Parigian, Vahe
Parigian, Vartouhi
Peloian, Lucy
Peloian, Simon
Sarkisian, Sahag
Shabouian, Harry
Shakarian, Bedros
Simonian, Krikor
Simonian, Lousanoush
Stammas, Mary

— 113 —



DIOCESAN DELEGATES

. We herewith give a compilation of the delegates to the annual
dloc':esan assemblies of the Armenian Church in the years durin
which they served for the past forty years. ¢
1913 — Margos Der Manuelian 1937 — Michael Nortratzian
1917 — Margos Der Manuelian 1941 — Michael Nortratzian
1921 — Garabed Giragosian 1945 — Michael Nortratzian
ig;g = ﬁargos Der Manuelian 1949 — Garabed Barbadian

— Margos Der Manuelian — i
1933 — Michael Nortratzian . R

e

Garabed Barbadian

Garabed Giragosian

Singular mentio'n should be made of the fact that the late Mr.
Mar.“gos Der- Manuelian, a very kind and dedicated member of the
parish, presided a few times as Chairman of the Diocesan Assembly.
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SEXTONS

During the past forty years, the church has had fifteen sextons.
Tor the lack of a sexton, there have been years when parish council
members rotated without remuneration as sextons.

We wish to make special recognition to Mr. Sarkis Barsamian
who had to withdraw from his duties as sexton because of encroach-
ing blindness. We alco wish to mention the late Mr. Khachadoor
Barbadian and Hovhannes Khachadourian who laboured for quite
some time without remuneration and the late Mr. Moushegh Sarkis-
jan who did janitorial work up to the very day of his demise.

The Church now employs as sexton an elderly man of Polish-

American lineage.

Clwir anc[ C/wir Waafer

Mr. Merger Aharonian has been the choirmaster for the longest
period of time. We did not have a choirmaster from 1916 to 1925
although, in 1917, for a short time Professor Kalfayan took over this
duty. Mr. Merger Aharonian served as choirmaster from 1926 to
1941, a geriod of approximately fifteen years, during whieh time he
reccived no compensation, kept the boys and girls of the church to-
gether and taught them whatever he himself knew. Mr. Aharonian
has not received formal training along these lines but by self edu-
cation, knows the church songs as well as the priests do. In 1930, for
a short time, Mr. Servantziantz taught the choir. From 1942 to 1943
by invitation of the Parish Council, Miss Anne Giragosian took over
the duties of choirmaster, also without compensation. At that time,
Miss Giragozian had just finished Teachers College and knew how
to teach the choir the modern methods. From 1944 to 1947, the
choirmasier was Miss Rose Aharonian who, together with her beau-
tiful voice and what she had learned from her father, taught the
choir also without compensation. In 1948, Mrs. Anne Allard (Gira-
gosian) returned to the post of choirmaster, this time with com-
pensation, and taught the boys and girls until 1953. During this
period, Mrs. Allard did a splendid job teaching the choir the Yeg-
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malian Liturgy in three parts. She also taught two or three girls
how to conduct in her absence. Following this, for a short time, Mr.
Reuben Gregorian and Miss Seranoosh Der Manuelian taught, but
today’s choir owes whatever they know entirely to Mrs. Anne Allard.

Our choir has always been rich in membership. The boys and
girls besides singing in the church and learning how to sing, in the
early days formed the only youth group-of -our-church. -They held
affairs and gatherings and contributed finanecially to the church.
Their project was the purchasing of an electric Hammond organ in
1945 which was valued at $2000. Five hundred dollars of this
money was donated by Mr. Walter Vartan of Chicago.

Of the early choir members from 1916 to 1941, who have been
married, have grandchildren and are still living in Lowell, we can
remember the following: Messrs. Garabed Boghosian, Harutune
Der Mikaelian, Kachig Marzbanian, Garabed Barbadian, Hagop
Barbadian, Mergereos Garabedian, Garabed Magarian, Eli Jukna-
vorian, Sarkis Kazanjian, Mousheg Moushegian, Mesdames Hrip-
seme Marzbanian, Bessie Gureghian, Rose Martakos. We do not
mention the names of those who have passed away or gone to an-
other city as they are too numerous to mention,

From 1941 to 1955, all those choir members who stopped singing
in the choir because of marriage or some other reason are as fol-
lows: Messrs. Nelson Kayajanian, Azad Juknavorian, Manoog Sha-
ouian, Carol Shabouian, Paul Krikorian, Sahag Sarkisian, Menas Bo-
ghosian, Gerald Aharonian, Howard Manoian, Mugurdich Manoian,
Mugurdich Kazanjian, Sarkis Kazanjian, Krikor Aslanian, John As-
lanian, Vahe Parigian, Sam Manoian, Albert Barsamian, Sam Good-
soozian ; Mesdames Eva Boghosian, Libby Kayajanian, Seruhe Good-
soozian, Anahid Depoian, Seroon Parigian, Elizabeth Aitken, Mary
Maimone, Anahid Malumian, Zabelle Gdanian, Angel Vartes, Rose
Kludjian; Misses Elizabeth Kirkorian, Julia Shabouian, Violet Ga-
rabedian, Pansy Garabedian, Sylvia Barbadian, Queenie Boyajian,
Mary Kachanian, Alice Kachanian, Violet Kachanian, Ann Ohanian,
Rosalie Morookian, Beverley Peloian, Betty Kyajohnian.

We should remember here the name of Carnig Kazanjian who is
a former Lowellian and who has quite a few times directed the choir
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and added greatly to the music by his participation in thfe choi'r. We
also should remember Anahid and Siranoosh Der Manuelian, 31sters,

THE GHOIR IN 1946
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who assisted in the betterment of the choir both by singing in the
choir and forming a chorus in Lowell even after they resided outside
of Lowell. With their efforts, concerts were given both in Lowell
and Boston from 1946 to 1948. The chorus members still remember
and sing the folk songs they learned from them.

During the forty years of our church, the following girls have
served as organists: From 1917 to 1924, Gulistan Krikorian; 1925 to
1933, Siranoosh Der Manuelian and Elizabeth Boyajian; 1934 to 1947
Libby Kazanjian and occasionally Sally Markarian and Ann Dzotsik-
ian; 1948 to 1955, Sylvia Barbadian and Rose Amboian. During the
past years our choir has lost its old glory. The cause of this may be
attributed to the lack of a choirmaster who is willing to teach and
direct every Sunday and the fact that many members have married
and left. Today we have no choirmaster and the remaining members
of the choir come and go and sing by themselves. Fortunately, all
of them know how to sing and the lack of a choirmaster is not noticed
too much. In order to help the situation the Parish Council has
planned to start a Junior Choir. We have already approximately
twelve children who are now learning the songs of the liturgy. Their
teacher is Miss Arax Asadoorian who is a graduate of Boston Con-
servatory of Music and a teacher of piano. If this plan of the Parish
Council succeeds, we will not have any worry for the future.

The names of the senior members of the choir are as follows:
Messrs. Hagop Gureghian, Aram Juknavorian, Armen Kludjian,
Gary Koltookian; Mesdames Elizabeth Boghosian, Alice Dossett;
Misses Mary Aslanian, Rose Amboian, Rose Boghosian, Sylvia Bar-
badian, Mary Balian, Anne Argoyan, Irene Giragosian, Marguerite
Kurkian, Anne Kludjian, Elizabeth Soojian, Amy Torcomian, Arax
Asadoorian. The names of the Junior Choir members are as follows:
Armen Juknavorian, John Dagdigian, Yedvart Menasian, Robert
Nalbandian, Sandra Amboian, Lucille Loosigian, Carol Nalbandian,
Adrienne Nalbandian, Sheryl Moushegian, Harriet Moushegian,
Anne Paroyian, Mary Donabedian.

The Parish Council has always taken care of the choir. In 1945
they celebrated the 25th Anniversary of the Choir. In 1951 and 1952
special banquets were given in their honor and crosses were given
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to them. In the beginning a plate was passed in church by the choir
members every Sunday. In 1934 the Parish Council decided to have
a plate only during the five tabernacles but recently they pass a
plate only for Easter and Christmas. All of the needs are taken care
of by the Parish Council. In 1948 the Ladies Aid bought 40 choir
robes. Since 1948 the Lowell choir is a member of thie Choir Associa-
tion of the American diocese of the Armenian church. They have
always paid their dues and sent deleg'ates to the annual conventions.
Mary Barsamian was the first delega’pe. Rosalie Marzbanian, Eliza-
beth Gureghian, Alice Torcomian, Aﬂé‘hid'Kludjian, Amy Torcom-
ian, Sylvia Barbadian have been succeeding“delegates. The Lowell
choir was very instrumental in starting the choir seminar which is
now so famous. ’ :
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CHURCH SCHOOL (SUNDAY SCHOOL)

The beginning of Church School goes as far back as 1927. Mrs.
Mary Boyajian, Mrs. Siranoosh Barbadian and Mrs. Nouritza Gara-
bedian were the founders and the teachers of that period which
lasted until 1932. They say there were quite a few students at that
time. We read in the church records that from 1935 to 1936 thre was
again Church School with forty students, and the teachers at this
time were Alice Barsamian, Ogen Kazanjian and Elizabeth Gara-
bedian. Church School reopened in 1947 with 25 members, and Gerald
Aharonian was the reorganizer. From 1947 to 1949, the Church
School was under the care of the ACYO. The teachers were Mrs. Ann
Depoian, Mrs. Margaret Guyer, Miss Grace Barbadian, Miss Queenie
Manoogian, Miss Elizabeth Kirkorian, and Miss Mary Manoogian. We
should stress the fact that Church School was completely organized
and put on a firm foundation in 1950. The care of the Church School
has now been entrusted to the PTA which was organized primarily
for this purpose in 1951. We now have more than fifty students.
There are five different divisions and each student remains in each
division for two years. Thus, if a 4-year old child enters the Church
School, he or she graduates from it at the age of fourteen ready to
enter the choir. From 1952 to 1955 we already have three graduates
two of whom are choir members.

In order to give an idea of what is taught in the Church School,
we give the following schedule:

a. Primary Class — 4 to 5 year old children spend their time

playing and learning children’s stories of the Bible.

b. Beginners Class — 6 to 7 year old children learn Hayr Mer,
the Armenian words of the articles and vestments, and
personalities of the Holy Bible.

c. Junior Class — 8 to 9 year olds learn the 10 Commandments
and the manner in which to use the Old Testament.

d. Intermediate Class — 14 to 11 year old children learn the way
to use the New Testament and the Armenian sacraments.

e. Senior Class — 12 to 13 year old children learn history of the
Armenian Church and the creed.
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The Church School books and supplies are bought from the Sun-
day contributions of the children. The Church School begins in Octo-
ber and ends on Children’s Day in June, during which time they have
affairs and gatherings. In November, on Thanksgiving, they collect
food and donate this to the orphans in the city. On St. Vartan’s Day,
they stay away from publie schools and gather together in the church
hall to celebrate the Armenian Holy Day. On Easter, they present an
BEaster play or motion picture to the public. On Children’s Day is

their annual Hantes,

Following is list of the 1950-1955 teachers:

1950
“Zabelle Kludjian
Superintendent
Anahid Barsorian
Arpy Kludjian
Julia Giragosian
1951
Zabelle Kludjian
Superintendent
Anahid Barsorian
Arpy Kludjian
Julia Giragosian
Beverly Barsorian
Anne Ohanian
1952

Yeretzkin Zabelle Gdanian

Superintendent
Anahid Barsorian
Arpy Kludjian
Beverly Barsorian
Beatrice Kludjian
Anne Ohanian
Rose Manoogian

1953
Arpy Kludjian
Superintendent
Anahid Barsorian
Beverly Barsorian
Beatrice Kludjian
Rose Manoogian
Anne Ohanian
Beverly Peloian
Mrs. Ann Depoian
1954
Beatrice Kludjian
Superintendent
Anahid Barsorian
Beverly Barsorian
Rose Manoogian
Yeretzkin Zabelle
Beverly Peloian
Arpy Kludjian
1955
Yeretzkin Zabelle
Superintendent
Rosalie Morokian
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CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS-—1955-56

g Anahid Barsorian Stella Martakos
'—§ . Beverly Barsorian Grace Barbadian
v Beatrice Kludjian Mrs. Eva Boghosian
@ Rose Manoogian Mrs. Anne Depoian
% § Beverly Peloian Mrs. Betty Dagdigian
. _5 ! The list of all children who attended Church School 1955 to 1956
. © is as follows:
o W
£ 3 SENIORS PRIMARY II
§ 2 1 Stella Martakos Richard Juknavorian
s & Richard Akkasian Mark Juknavorian
] 2 Dennis Kazanjian : Howard Manoian
g % Michael Donabedian Denise Kludjian
M Joseph Daghdigian Robert Nalbandian
.g % Marlene Parigian Michael Guyer
& % INTERMEDIATES Dorothy Parigian
% M . Sandra Amboian Allen Arakelian
= g Lucille Loosigian John Thomas Jones
3 % Diane Paroyian Ara Jeknavorian
R Armen Jeknavorian Diane Arakelian
o= . John Daghdigian Harry Boghigian
Ei S Harriet Moushegian James Sahagian
s A Rachel Nicholson BEGINNERS
és Carol Nalbandian Linda Juknavorian
. Sandra Der Garabedian Joyce Kayajanian
E Rose Parigian Dennis Paroyian
A PRIMARY 1 Dana Boyadjian
) Mary Donabedian Steven Depoian
Cynthia Parigian Kevin Loosigian
) Gary Boghosian Tony Der Garabedian
i Adrienne Nalbandian Gregory Boghigian
Cheryl Moushegian Darlene Nazarian
Mary Jones George Jones
Sandra Nazarian Nona Juknavorian
Mary Gail Kayajanian Arpy Seran Gdanian
. s Barbara Der Garabedian Nicholson Veronica

Catherine Guyer
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We wish to mention here that the teachers of the Church School
do all they can to have the students attend the classes and learn
whatever they are taught. This is why they keep records and there
is an award system. In 1955 to 1956 the following students won
prizes because of perfect attendance: Stella Martakos, 6 consecutive
years; Richard Akkasian, 5 consecutive years; Dennis Kazanjian,
4 consecutive years; Sandra Amboian, 4 consecutive years; Mary
Gale Kayajanian, Richard Juknavorian and Markar Juknavorian, 2
consecutive years each.

YOUTH

We should stress the fact here that all those Armenians who
now have white hair, trembling hands, or who have passed away,
used to be young and church-loving Armenian boys and girls in 1916
when they built the St. Vartanantz Armenian Church. From 1920 to
1925, these young boys and girls were married and raised children.
From 1936 to 1946, the first American-born Armenian generation
reached adulthood and we read that they gathered around the church
for meetings, social affairs, and took part in the social life of our
church. Today, in 1956, the majority of first American born genera-
tion has already married and are raising children. However, the old-
est of the second generation is only ten years old as yet; we cannot
call them the youth of the church. They are still children and we
are happy that most of them fill our church school. The duties and
the honor of being the young generation still belongs to the first-
born American generation. Will they fulfill all the hopes and expecta-
tions that are given to them? Will they fulfill their duties? These
are questions asked by all the old or aged members of our community.

We have mentioned elsewhere in this book that the number of
Armenians who belong to the Lowell church are 500. In studying this
figure, we have found that 185 of them were born in the old country,
195 were born in America and are over 18 years of age, and the re-
maining 120 are either children or are still attending public schools.
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ARMENIAN CHURCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA:

The Lowell Chapter of the A.C.Y.0.A. was formed in 1947 by’
the Rt. Rev. Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan. The charter members are-
the following: Nelson Kayajanian, Violet Garabedian, Elizabeth Bar--
badian, Elizabeth Guregian, Grace Barbadian, Gerald Aharonian,.
Mary Kirkorian, Mary Barsamian and Pansy Garabedian. During the:
nine years of this organization, the following comprised The Chair~
man, the Secretary and the Treasurer of the Executive Committees.

1947 — 32 members
Gerald Aharonian
Violet Garabedian
Alice Torcomian

1948
Mary Barsamian
Grace Barbadian
Mary XKirkorian

1949
Satenig Onanian
Elizabeth Gureghian
Annette Torcomian

1950 — 24 members
Elizabeth Barbadian
Mary Arakelian
Irene Giragosian

1951 — 30 members
Rosalie Marzbanian

Rose Boghosian
Irene Giragosian

1952 — 22 members
Gerald Aharonian
Mary Arslanian
Alice Torcomian

1953
Gerald. Aharonian
Mary Aslanian
Alice Torcomian

1954 — 25 members
John Morookian
Violet Garabedian
Grace Barbadian

1955 — 27 members
Anthony Der Garabedian
Violet Garabedian
Pansy Garabedian

The active members as of 1955 are:

John Aitken
Betty Aitken
Gerald Aharonian
Rose Amboian
Mary Aslanian
Queenie Boyadjian
Grace Barbadian
Sylvia Barbadian

Rose Boghosian
Elizabeth Boghosian
Violet Garabedian
Patricia Garabedian
Fred Garabedian
Anthony Der Garabedian
Marion Der Garabedian
Rose Der Garabedian
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Idabelle Gdanian Alice Dossett
Irene Giragosian James Dossett
Diane Kludjian John Morookian
Beatrice Kludjian Jesse Morookian
Gary Koltookian Paul Krikorian
Amy Torcomian

The A.C.Y.0.A. meets once a month and has two annual affairs;
the anniversary hantes in May and a fall hantes. In order to assist
the church, they donate whatever is collected at the anniversary
hantes by the burning of the candles to the church. Thus, since 1947
they have bought a piano, a loud speaker system, a pair of candel-
abra, and two pieces of oriental rugs. As mentioned, they took care
of the Church School from 1947 to 1950. They have helped clean
the church on various feast days, they have been Parish Council
members, and they have helped the Parish Council or at other church
affairs. Eight of them sing in the choir. Their primary purpose is
to be loyal citizens and loyal members of the Armenian church, to
learn and keep its traditions and cannons. The ACYO members in
this diocese number 1000. The Lowell chapter sends delegates to the
annual conventions and gives its taxes to the Central Council faith-
fully. Gerald Aharonian has served on the Central Council for three
yvears. The delegates from Lowell have been Gerald Aharonian,

Rosalie Marzbanian, Irene Giragosian, John Morookian and Queenie
Boyajian.
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c«l)ac[ieé _/4wl Sociefy

The Ladies Aid Society was organized much before the church
was built. In 1906 the Lowell Armenian ladies had formed an orphan-
aiding society. Both Lousavorchagan and Protestant ladies were
members of this association and they aided six Armenian orphans
in Cilicia. A few years later, the Lousavorchagan ladies of this
association, together with the other Lousavorchagan ladies outside
of the association, thought that they should do something else be-
sides helping orphans of the old country. In those days, because
of the lack of an Armenian church, all the Armenian church services
and sacraments took place in an Episcopapl church either by an
Armenian or a non-Armenian clergyman. The Lousavorchagan ladies
thought that an end should be put to this and the Armenians of Lowell
should have their own church and their own clergyman. This is why
they gathered together on October 10, 1910 at the home of Mrs.
Soghome Markarian at 118 Lawrence Street. There, they laid the
foundation of the Ladies Aid Society, having the sole purpose of
building an Armenian church. All those who attended this first meet-
ing were the founders of Ladies Aid Society and are as follows:
Martha Terzian, Mary Krikorian, Kanem Echmalian, Perooz Babig-
ian, Victoria Gorgodian, Sarah Hagopian, Sarah Barsorian, Mary
Arakelian, Vartanoosh Krikorian, Khoranoosh Bedoian, Mary Ka-
zanjian, Pelemetza Kazanjian, Yeghsa Kazanjian, Eva Tarpinian,
Alkatoon Asadoorian, Zaruhi Der Manuelian, Yughaper Der Gara-
bedian, Nevart Goshgarian, Zevart Choolhagian, Soghig Krekorian,
Mary Kalashian, Elizabeth Der Abrahamian, Elizabeth Markarian,
Anna Markarian, Varteg Moushegian, Toorvanda Parechanian and
Vartuhi Onanian.

The first executive body of the Ladies Aid Society was as fol-
lows Martha Terzian, Pelemetza Kazanjian, Perooz Babigian, V1c—
toria Gorgodian and Sarah Hagopian.

The Ladies Aid had its first affair in February 1911. Arch-
bishop Mousheg Seropian was present at this affair. When the
church was built in 1916, the Ladies Aid did not stop its functions.
On the contrary, they began to enlist more members and help the
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church. During the ensuing forty years, the Ladies Aid has accomp-
lished the following: Purchased the church pews and the chairs; re-
built the kitchen and stage; installed the electric lights; paid the
mortgage of the church for several years; converted the church heat
from coal to oil; bought the choir robes; and took care of the Armen-
ian school until recently. They have covered the altar and the chan-
cels with rugs and covered the church floor with tile, and for several
years they took care of the heating expenses of the church. The
Ladies Aid is the only association which gives all of its income to
the church

The Ladies Aid has its own membership and monthly meetings.
Members pay $3.00 dues yearly. They have an executive committee.
In the past, they have had more than one affair during the year
but now they have only one affair which is the annual Lenten Koofta
party. More than 200 people attend this affair and about $350 net
profit is made. The number of 1955 dues-paying members is 55. Al-
though five have passed away, their dues are still being paid by
their survivors and one of them is a life-long member. See the list
of members in the Armenian section. See also the list of executive
members in Armenian.

ARMENIAN SCHOOL

The Armenian School is as old as the church itself. The Armen-
ian School has been taken care of by the Ladies Aid almost always.
At times, the Lowell Armenian Educational societies have helped
but since 1952 the PTA has been taking care of it and the students
have always paid a token fee. The Parish Council has never aided
the school monetarily but they have always selected or approved the
teacher. Unfortunately, we do not have the complete list of the teach-
ers, but following is a partial list:

1918 - 1920 Mryrs. Elizabeth Arakelian

1920 - 1925 Rev. Fr. Ghevont Martoogesian

1925 Miss Rose Donegian, Lowell

1926 -1930 Rev. Fr. Elisha Kasparian

1930-1932 Mrs. Armenuhi Tookmanian, Lowell
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ONE OF THE CLASSES FROM ARMENIAN SCHOOL 1955-56

Michael Donabedian, Father Garen, Richard Akkasian, Adrienne Nalbandian,

Mary Donabedian,



1933 Fr. Hoosig Nakhnegian

1935 - 1938 Mrs. Arshalous Nooregian, Lawrence

1939 on Mrs. Servart Mihranian, Lawrence

1948 - 1950 Mr. Emanuel Geukjian

1950 to present Rev. Garen Gdanian

In 1925 the number of students was 75: in 1935, there were 55
students, 1942 - 27 students, 1948 - 30 students, 1955 - 16 students.
It is imposible for us to give the names of all those who have at-
$ended the Armenian School in the past forty years and we feel there
is no necessity for it as almost every Armenian who was born here
attended it. Those attending Armenian School in 1955 were: Rich-
ard Akassian, Sandra Amboian, Carol Nalbandian, Armen Jeknavor-
ian, Michael Donabedian, Micheal Casey, Joanne Miller, Katherine
Guyer, Linda Astorian, Adrienne Nalbandian, Gary Boghosian, Mary
Denabedian, John Aitken, James Dossett, Arax Asadoorian, Anahid
Kludjian. ,

The Armenian School is open only four hours a week, begins
and ends with the public schools. The annual budget is $300. Each
student pays $10 a year. At the end of each year, a hantess is given
but the Armenian students make recitations at other affairs also.
Although the Armenian School is not as glorious today as it was,
it has done its work during the past forty years. Whatever the
American-born generation knows in writing, speaking or reading
§n Apmenian it owes to the existence of the Armenian School. All
those parents who had sons in the war or who have sons living out-
side the city can happily and proudly testify how they received let-
ters almost every week written in Armenian.
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PARENTS-TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

On December 4, 1951 about fifteen young mothers and five
Church School teachers held a meeting in the church hall by the
invitation of the Parish Council and formed the Parents-Teachers
Association, its sole purpose being to take care of the church school
financially and help the children to have a social life on feast days.
In 1952 this association assumed the added responsibility of taking
care of the Armenian School financially. In the beginning only those
mothers who had children in the Church School could be members
of this Association but now any mother may become a member. The
number of active members in the P.T.A. is 32, as follows: Goldie
Akkasian, Theresa Amboian, Mary Arakelian, Alice Barsorian, Eva
Boghosian, Rose Boyajian, Betty Dagdigian, Anne Depoian, Queenie
Donabedian, Zabelle Gdanian, Margaret Guyer, Flora Juknavorian,
Veronica Jones, Lucy Juknavorian, Virginia Juknavorian, Helen
Kazanjian, Margy Kazanjian, Libby Kayajanian, Rose Kludjian,
Marguerite Krikorian, Lucy Loosigian, Rose Manocian, Miss Agnes
Manoogian, Rose Martakos, Julie Moushegian, Louise Nalbandian,
Alice Nazarian, Seroon Parigian, Dora Paroyian, Lucy Peloian, Jessie
Morookian, and Betty Aitken.

The P.T.A. holds monthly meetings except in July and August
at the homes of its members on the first Tuesday of each month.
The annual election meeting is held in June in a restaurant. P.T.A.
has an annual affair called Pot Luck Dinner. It has also given a
Square Dance, a card party, and presented a motion picture in addi-
tion to helping the church financially. During the past five years,
it has bought a blackboard, 4 tables and 16 chairs, and renovated the
lavatories of the church. They put new curtains on the stage, paid
expenses of the teachers to the annual Church School Conference,
gave Hallowe’en parties and communion breakfasts. P.T.A. has
also always helped in the Ladies Aid affairs and Parish Council af-
fairs. Three members are substitute teachers in the Church School.
This year the P.T.A. prepared decorative memorial plates to celeb-
rate both their 5th anniversary and the 40th anniversary of the
church. The Chairman, the Secretary and the Treasurer of the Ex-
ecutive Committees are as follows:
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1951-1952

Betty Dagdigian
[Eva Boghosian
Alice Barsorian
1952-1953

Rose Martakos
Alice Nazarian
Alice Barsorian

1954-1955

Rose Martakos
Rose Kludjian
Anne Depoian
1955-1956

Helen Kazanjian
Veronica Jones
Mary Arakelian

1953-1954 1956-1957

Betty Dagdigian Zabelle Gdanian
Goldie Akkasian Flora Juknavorian
Alice Barsorian Marguerite Krikorian

CHURCH MORTGAGE

The Church Mortgage of $4,500.00, originally obtained in 1916,
was finally liquidated at a “mortgage burning” ceremony in the
church hall on May 24, 1942 under the presidency of the late beloved
Karekin Catholicos Hovsepian of Antelias who at that time was the
diocesan Prelate. The committee for this banquet consisted of:
Hagop Kludjian, Chairman; Mergereos Aharonian, Secretary; Gara-
bed Mulkigian, Treasurer; Hovhannes Guregian and Sarkis Asglanian.

CHURCH CONSTRUCTION

During the past forty years there have been no fundamental
architectural changes in the basic plan of the church. Our church-
edifice is not a large, ponderous building, reflecting either a large
or wealthy parish. Each visitor has remarked how small, compact,
and humble a church it is. It is 92 feet in length and 31 feet wide.
There is a seating capacity for 200 in the church proper. There is
one main altar flanked by two side rooms which respectively serve
as vestry and store room for holy articles. The church hall accom-
modates a seating capacity of two hundred. At the front end of the
hall is a small theatrical stage to the left of which is the kitchen,
and to the right the boiler room. The lavatory is beneath the church
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entrance. The church is surrounded by a three foot wide cement
walk and a neat plot of grass that is circumscribed by a chain link
fence. The front of the church has a raised effect with a five foot
granite wall. The residential area around the church was formerly
the greographical center of the Armenian community. Now there
are hardly a few Armenian families remaining in the area.

The church has no rectory or special room for the Sunday
School. Neither are there otlier practical or servicable facilities for
the entertainment of guest and for small meeting. Until recently,
the church has been most of the time under comparatively heavy
debt, and the parish was in no position to enlarge upon the basic
Sstructure.

Nonetheless, numerous suggestions have been advanced through
the years for the improvement of the church. In 1924, the parish
borrowed $1,000.00 to reinforce and strenghten the walls. In 1930,
there was some wish to purchase the building now known as the
Miksza Funeral Home, but the parish could not afford such an ex-
pansion at that time. In 1932, the two windows near the altar were
converted into two small but very decorative niches. In 1935, the
landscape was beautified with trees and in succeeding years the
cement patio was added around the church and the ceiling was
renewed. Later the interior and exterior of the church were painted.
Under the financial assistance of the Ladies’ Aid Association, the
heating plant was converted to oil in 1945. In 1948, the plot of land
across from the church was purchased and the same year the floor
of the church proper was completely tiled with its present covering.
In 1949, the chancels were covered with scarlet rugs, the kitchen
was re-furbished with new appliances, the present choir robes were
designed and purchased, and a small closet was carpentered to the
rear of the church hall for the safekeeping of the robes and Sunday
School supplies. In 1955, the entire roof of the church was repaired
and leak-proofed.

In conformity with its simple architectural design, the church
has preserved its simplicity by the absence of decorative effects and
ornate embellishments. All the necessary needs of the church have
always been filled by the faithful providing the Pastor and Church
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with ample vestments, candelabra, multi-purpose crufixes, osten-—
sorium, lamps, etc.

Though the minimum needs of the church have been provided
for, we still have much need for the addition of articles of beauty
and adornment in the House of Our Lord, such as colored windows
depicting Holy scenes. Perhaps this added improvement: and beauti-
fication can be realized with individual families donatmg a. w1ndpw
in memory-of their beloved.departed ones. ~J8

THE BUILDING FUND AND ANNUAL FBAZAAR

In 1948, interest was expressed regarding changes and improve-
ments in the church building At a parish wide assembly, it was de-
cided to set up a committee and to raise $10,000.00 toward this end.
A committee was selected and in November 1949, a three day bazaar
was held launching the campaign. Enthusiasm among the parishion-
ers was rife and the financial success of this event exceeded their
most exaggerated expectations. With hard work and wise planning,.
similar bazaars were held for the next four years and more than
$12,000.00 were collected. The main source of this money was rea-
lized from the annual add and program books in which more than
three hundred fifty greater Lowell and vicinity business men had
placed ads.

The foregoing sum was added to the trust fund and the annual
bazaars were discontinued and the building fund committee dis-
solved. There are plans already in process to re-inject the idea of a
building drive. Those who worked selflessly on the Committee for
five years are as follows:

Messrs Garabed Barbadian, Khachig Marzbanian, Garabed Khol-
{ookian, Krikor Aslanian, Hagop Gureghian, Gerald Boghosian, Paul
Krikorian, Menas Barsorian, Garabed Giragosian, Gerald Aharonian,
Azad Juknavorian, Gregory Krikorian, Hagop Kludjian, Zaven Kludj-
ian, Giragos Juknavorian, Anthony Der Garabedian, Samuel Akkas-
jan, Michael Nortratzian, Mergereos Aharonian, Nubar Nalbandian
and Krikor Sarkisian. Mesdames: Hripsime Marzbanian, Mabel
Depoian, Goldie Akkasian, Helen Kazanjian, Alice Barsorian, Anne
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Allard, Margaret Guyer, Toorvanda Miller, Arshalooys Goodsoozian,
Rose Martakos, Bessie Gureghian. Misses: Julia Giragosian, Irene
Giragosian, Patricia Giragosian, Elizabeth Guregian, Rosalie Marz-
banian, Isabel Kludjian, Mary Aslanian, Mary Arakelian, Sirvart
Bogosian, Anna Mgrditchian, Rose Juknavorian, Elizabeth Barbad-
ian, Mary Balian, Anahid Barsorian, Antoinette Kassabian( Man-
chester, N. H.), Mary Simonian, Elizabeth Kirkorian, Araxie Kludj—
jan and Margaret Kerkian.

Of the foregoing members of the committee, some served con-
tinuously for five years and others anywhere from one to four years.
The various church auxiliaries also aided this commiftee in divers
ways. This committee worked under the presiding leadership of the
Pastor, Rev. Garen Gdanian, who encouraged the constituents in
their efforts on behalf of the building fund.

ARMENIAN COMMUNITY CENTER ASSOCIATION

In 1954, this Association was formed and the first executive
body was elected on October 20, 1954 consisting of :

George Kludjian, President

Agsadoor Amboian, Vice-President

Gerald Abharonian, Secretary

Edward Babigian, Treasurer

John Aitken

John Morookian

James Kludjian

Gregory Krikorian

Mugurdich Juknavorian

The purpose of this Association is to build a community center
for the vouth of the Armenians of Lowell. Their first affair was held
on February 6, 1955 with the Primate in attendance, and more than
200 people were present. At that time, more than 60 people became
members and pledged to donate $12,000 for the cause within the fol-
lowing five yvears. The second affair of the Association was given in
November 1955 and a program book was printed for this occasion.
This Association has $1,688 as of January 21, 1956.
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PUBLICATION OF THE CHURCH BULLETIN

The St. Vartanantz Armenian Church has a monthly publication
entitled ARACHNORT (LEADER). The first issue was published in
January 1950 and the Leader has been uninterruptedly mimeog-
raphed and distributed each month since then. At first it contained
two pages. Today it has four large pages that reflect the increased
work and-activity in the Parish.

The paper has both Einglish and Armenian sections with the
former edited by John Aitken and the latter by the Rev. Garen
Gdanian. In the past, the English editing has been done first by
Miss Rosalie Marzbanian and later by Anna Mgrditchian. Typing
and mimeographing activities are conducted in the Pastor’s study.
The monthly pertains to religious and parish news, carries pastoral
messages, and keeps the parish up to date on Diocesan developments.

The operating expenses of the Leader have been always closed
by voluntary contributions in lieu of a flat subseription rate. Because
of this, the Leader has not been a financial responsibility to any
specific church affiliated organization. Indeed the Leader has been
a means through which publicity and advertisements of all church
organizations have reached the public without charge. Three hundred
copies are mimeographed and distributed monthly and during the
past few years ten business men have inserted announcements in the
Teader. With their donations, miscellaneous printing material and
accessories have been purchased to expedite the priating process.

The Rev. Father Garen Gdanian has a complete collection of all
issues since the Leader first came to light. The views, opinions, and
news-coverage in these issues can provide the future historian with
a rich source for research into the life of the Church during these
years.

SOC'AL AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Qt. Vartanantz Church has served not only as a center for re-
ligious expression but has fulfilled the centuries long role of the Ar-
menian Church in bindinig the Armenians together into a distinct
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socio-cultural group. During the past forty years social and cultural
activities have been an intrinsic part of our church life. The parish
councils and affiliated organizations have always depended on these
functions for the main source of their income.

Though these activities have been many and varied, only two
have become traditional. They are the annual church picnic and the
lenten party of the Ladies’ Aid Association. These two have been
sponsored unfailingly from 1916 through 1956. The ACYOA and the
PTA have given affairs of their own for the past ten and five years
respectively but one cannot consider these traditional yet.

From 1928 - 1936, the records show there was a special theatri-
cal group which presented numerous plays in Armenian dialogue.
For years, the Armenian and Sunday Schools have given their res-
pective annual programs concluding the school year. As previously
mentioned, building fund bazaars were held from 1949 - 1953.

Individual Parish festivities on the whole have not brought in
large sums. Apart from the bazaars, no function has brought in
more than $1,000.00. Church picnics have brought in $700 maximum.

The following is a list of all the functions held during 1955 to
convey to the reader a notion of the social life in the community.
January 9 PTA Pot-Luck Dinner
February 6 Armenian Community Center Kick-Off Banquet
February 17 Tri-Church Celebration of Feast of Vartanantz
March 13 Ladies’ Aid Lenten Party

April 8 Armenian School Easter Program

April 16 PTA Card Party

April 24 Armenian Memorial Day

May 22 ACYOA Annual Hantes and Comedy
June 11 Children’s Communion Breakfast

June 26 Tri-Church Picnic Benefit for Jerusalem

August 14 Annual Parish Picnic

September 26 Armenian Day at International Fair at A. G. Pollards
October 29 Children’s Hallowe’en Party

November 5 ACYOA Fall Dance

November 12  Armenjan Community Center Hantes

December 17 Children’s Christmas Party
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1955 FINANCIAL REPORT OF ALL CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS

Below is a complete picture of the financial status of all auxili-

ary groups within the church for the year 1955.

1955 BAL.
$2,774.43

1954 BAL.
$2,117.08
13,882.67

NET

$597.35

EXPENSES
$8,753.49

INCOME
$9,350.84

ORGANIZATION

Parish Council
Trust Fund

—
B
(V2

14,516.73

634.06

634.06
1,244.77

1,449.12 .
344.24

1,031.30 217.47 1,231.65
305.03 218.28 86.75 257.49

Ladies’ Aid Asso'n.

ACYOA
Choir

57.26
234.61

39.95
158.23

17.31
76.38
66.73
20.49

40.00

131.14

57.31
207.52

Sunday School

173.14

106.41

147.00

213.73

Leader (Arachnort)

PTA

131.43

352.03

331.54

110.94

$19,660.47

$1,675.56 $17,984.91

$10,673.24

$12,348.80

TOTALS



MILITARY SERVICE

The majority of Lowell Armenians are American Citizens, but
all able bodied sons and daughters were most willing to serve this
Country in its hour of need. Lowell Armenians responded to the
colors during World War I and 1I. They fought and sacrificed with
pride for the victory of their beloved America. Armenian-American
volonteers and inductees served during the Korean War also.

During the opening days of the second world war, the Lowell
Armenian community gave one of its sons, Kachperouni Chakarian

in supreme sacrifice for the victory that was inevitable for the Allied

cause.

In 1944, under the leadership of the Parish Council, the Ar-
menian community formed a committee to honor our seldiers in uni-
form. They marched in solemn procession with the flag of the United
States in the immediate vicinity of the Church and they placed the
name of each Armenian-American Soldier and Sailor on a placque now
hanging in the vestibule of the church.

From 1945-1955, there was an active Armenian-American Vete-
rans Club in Lowell. This organization met frequently and it spon-
sored annual socials and drives. KEach year this organization or-
ganized Christmas parties for the children in the Armenian-Ameri-
can community and distributed candy and gifts to the children.

f]Ae uly leeu. Wedroé ?/arlaéw/ &merjian

Our community has had the singular fortune of giving to our
Diocese the first American clergyman. He is the Very Rev. Mesrob
Vartabed Semerjian, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Mergereos Aharonian,
well known Lowell parishioners. Father Semerjian was born in Alep-
po, Syria, and emigrated from there with his mother when he was a
child of four and settled in Lowell. He is a graduate of the Moody
Junior High School and the Lowell Senior High School, Class of 1933.
As a young child, he showed a marked interest in the Armenian
church. He sang in the choir and in his early teens he served at the
altar. In 1932, he was ordained a deacon with the rank of stole

146

bearer by the hand of the late beloved Rt. Rev. Levon Tourian. In
addition to his absorption in religious duties, he taught Armenian
school to many of our present parish members. In 1935, he left
America and was the first American to study at the St. James Semin-
ary in Jerusalem. In 1936, he was ordained an arch-deacon and three
years later he graduated from the St. James Theological School. In
1940, he returned to Lowell and the same year he was ordained a
celibate Priest (Apegha) by the hand of the late gracious Archbishop

REV. FR. MESROB SEMERJIAN
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Karekin Hovsepian (later Catholicos of Cilicia). In honor of its native
son, the Lowell parish has sponsored banquets on the occasions of
his departure for Jerusalem, his return to America, and his ordina-
tion. The Very Rev. Mesrob Vartabed Semerjian continued his pas-
toral education at the Hartford Theological Seminary and in 1942 he
received the rank of Theological Doctor (Vartabed).

Within the rank of the clergy of the Diocese of the Armenian
Church in America, he is acknowledged to be one of the most capable
and erudite scholars of theology. He is polished orator in Armenian
and English and his religious and theological writings reflect a mind
endowed with the capacity for original thinking. He has been affili-
ated as Pastor in approximately seven parishes. He has temporarily
served as Pastor in Lowell for about one year and has frequently
rendered the Badarak (Mass) and has given the sermon for the day.
He has lectured widely and has translated several valuable works
from Armenian into English and vice versa.

THE LIBRARY

Before the Church was built, there was already established a
surprisingly replete library which was managed by a Library Associ-
ation among the Armenians of Lowell. They faithfully paid their dues
and read the many books from cover to cover.

In 1931, the library was placed in the custody of the church and
a corner of the church hall was set aside to accomodate the library
bookcase which was kept under lock and key.

There were 275 books listed in the library in 1938. Because of
the new generation of young Armenian-Americans non familiar with
the Armenian language in which all the texts in the library were pub-
lished, the library has had a forlorn look about it with no readers,
no library membership, and no active library managers.

Because of this situation, the 1955 Parish Council with the ap-
proval of the Parish Membership, forwarded the majority of these
publications to Diocesan Offices in New York City to save them from
mouldy decay and to put them to more valuable use in the Piocesan’s
National Library. There are now fifty texts from the original lib-
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rary on hand in the council chamber as a nostalgic reminder of the
past. It is recorded that Nashua, Concord and Manchester, New
Hampshire, had their own separate libra_ries but these have been

jﬁe Cl.ty 0/ ol)owe//

Lowell was incorporated as the third city of Massachusetts in
1836. It now has a population of 97,249 although in the past it had
more than 125,000 people. It has been named the Manchester of
America. It is located 25 miles northwest of Boston, and covers a
1414 square mile area. It has 67 churches, 33 schools, including
State Teachers College and the world-renowned Lowell Technological
Institute, 7 hospitals, 4 radio stations and one daily newspaper.
Lowell was well known as a center for. textile products but today
more than one hundred different products are manufactured in Low-
ell. The majority of the population are of Irish, French and Greek
descent. :

THE CHURCH AND THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY

As a whole, the parish has not taken an active part in the public
social ilfe of Lowell to any great extent, mainly because of its preoc-
cupation with its own inner needs and the necessity to solidify
parishional life. In the records, the parish is said to have been rep-
resented in the 1937 Community Chest by Michael Nortratzian, J ohn
Gureghian and Boghos Tarpinian. In 1943, the parish contributed
400 articles of clothing to overseas Greek refugees.

The American public is acquainted with the life of the Armenian
Church and the communal organization of the Armenian people
mainly through notices, pictures and descriptive articles appearing
in the Lowell Sun and pertaining to Church functions, feast days
distinctive to the Armenian Church, lectures, and visits by eminent
clergy, etc. From 1936-1942 Elizabeth Kirkorian presented articles
in the American press nearly every week. She has in her personal
possession three voluminous scrap-books containing a through do-
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cumentation of her years of reporting the news and life of Lowell
Armenians. From 1948-1952 Rosalie Marzbanian performed the
same service for the community with the Lowell Sun. Regular pub-
licity has been enjoyed since then by the Church and it has been
frequent practice for the Lowell Sun to send a photographer free of
charge upon request to any Church function or meeting to insert
pictures of our groups in their paper. Rev. Gdanian has a collection
of all these articles from 1948 to the present time.

During the past two years, the Armenian Community has par-
ticipated in the Annual International Fair sponsored by A. G. Pollards
in the latter’s store annex. During the Fair traditional Armenian
foods and delicacies were served to the visiting public at a nominal
charge. In 1955, The Armenian Day Presentation was awarded a
first prize of $100.00 for its overall attractiveness and qualitative
appeal. In this manner, the presence of an organized social life
among the Armenian community became better known and familiar
to the American public.
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INTERNATIONAL FAIR AT A. G. POLLARD’S DEPT. STORE, 1955



PARISH DUTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE DIOCESE

The St. Vantanantz Armenian Church is an integral part of the
North American Diocese of the Armenian Church with the Prelacy
being located in New York City. The Church furthermore is a spirit-
ual and corporal member of the universal Armenian Apostolic Church
with the Supreme See at Etchmiadzin, Armenia. The St. Vartanantz
Parish has always combined its forces with the rest of the diocese
towards the fulfillment of special goals and campaigns. The parish
has always been visited by high ranking church dignitaries, and the
Primates of the Diocese have faithfully visited us at least once each
year fostering the feeling of spiritual confraternity not only between
the parish and the diocese but among the various community groups
as well.

In 1941, a Diocesan Auxiliary Committee was formed in Lowell
with the following members: Mergereos Garabedian, Sahag Good-
soozian, and Michael Nortratzian. In 1943, the function of this com-
mittee was transfered to the Ladies’ Aid Association which elected
its own committee composed of Ovsannah Kludjian, Loosanoush Si-
monian, and Sarah Koltookian. Through this organization support
was transmitted to the Diocese.

Today, there is no special Diocesan Auxiliary, but each parish
memebers has taken the burden of responsibility upon himself to
contribute and encourage the diocese in whatever way he is able to.

THE LOWELL PARISH AND NEARBY ARMENIAN COMMUNITIES

Notwithstanding the huge amount of work to be done in its own
parigh, the St. Vartanantz Parish Council has always demonsrated a
spontaneous willingness to respond to the invitations or petitions for
assistance from mearby or even distant Armenian communities. In
fostering these relationships, the parish has indirectly shared in the
happiness as well as in the despair of her fellow brethren in other
areas. As such, council members and our pastors have represented
the community at numerous other church egatherings ever since and
even before our own church was established.
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During the years 1954-1955, the St. Vartanantz Church has
worked with the Lawrence and Haverhill Churches to raise money for
the Armenian refugees in J erusalem by sponsoring Tri-Church pic-
nies. In 1956, the proceeds from the Tri-Church picnic was allocated
for the Etchmiadzin printing press campaign. The Feast of the St.
Vartanantz in 1955 was celebrated by these same three churches in
Lowell.

Because of our proximity to Lawrence our relations have been
especially cordial and warm. For several years in the past, we have
shared in the services of a clergyman who alternated between one
parish and the other. Since September of 1955, Father Gdanian has
been officiating at Holy Badarak in the Lawrence Church once a
month and he performs the Sacraments as needed for the first of
each month.

PAN-ARMENIAN PARTICIPATION

The Armenian Church and Parish in Lowell have always par-
ticipated in worthwhile campaigns, movements and activities for the
betterment of Armenian National life wherever Armenians may be.
Lowell Armenians have consistently given beyond their usual quotas.

Volunteers were recruited, trained, and rushed to the Caucasian
front in World War II in 1916 and to the Armenian Legion in Pales-
tine in 1917. As an indication of the compatriotic zeal of Armenians
for their fellow Christians, Lewell Armenians raised $8,538.00 from
1920-1921 in support of General Antranig’s Liberation Army’s cam-
paign. Concord, New Hampshire, contributed: $525.00, Manchester
$1163.00 and Nashua $292.00. The.sei amounts are quoted from the
1921 “Honor Book”. o gl

In 1932, the twenty - fifth Annivefséry’ of the death of the late
beloved “Khrimian Hairig” was solemnly held in the church. In 1935

the 1500th Anniversary of t'he Armenian alphabet was celebrated

by the parish. s

In 1926, $800.00 was raised for assistance to the earthquake re-
fugees in Shiragi, Armenia. In 1943, money was contributed to the
Sassounzi David’s Tank Corps which was fighting the Nazis on the
eastern front in Russia. In 1944, the AGBU Repatriation 'Cax_.npaign
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“mnetted a big sum.  In 1956, $2,5600.00 were raised at the Tri-Church
picnic and used to bolster the Etchmiadzin Printing Press Fund. In
addition to these, various sums through the years have been raised
for the Armenian Seminary at Antelias and for Armenian Rzfugees
of Jerusalem. i

“ - ARMENIAN LIFE

We wish to insert here one or two pages on the Armenian life
and activity although this is independent from the church life itself.

The first Armenians who settled in Lowell are coasidered the
following seven: Krckor Krekorian (Hooseneg), Margos Kachadoor-
ian (Hogeh), Moosegh Magarian (Hogeh), Sarkis Kalajian (Yegek),
Penyamen Dinjian (Karpert); Kal Barsam (Moreneg), John of Ka-
sereg. They.came here on May 5, 1888 and began working in the
Boott: Mills.. The majority  of thé Armnians came to Lowell from
1900 to 1910. Upon arrival; all of them started working in the textile
or woolen'mills. Although they wete looked upon as foreigners in the
begining, they ‘quickly adopted the language and customs of their
new .country. Especially after the massacres of 1915, they decided
and-were convinced: that America was the best place for them to
make their home., -~ - = b . ’

The life of the laborers was not so easy. After twelve hours of
work, they had teweome home.and prepare food and do their washing.
This is- why they lived in groups. The senior member of the group
took-care of buyihg thetgroceries and they took turns cooking and

washing. After all this, they found time to help each other write let-

ters to their relatives and dear ones in the old country. Some of them
went to the American evening schools. :

-+ 'This is a list of the organizations thal have existed in Lowell:
Hoghe ducational Association Organized Dec. 25, 1891

Korpe Kducational Association 1904
Medsgerd Educational Association 1910
Political Associations (4) 1895
Armenian Red Cross

Armenian Soldiers Groun 1916-1917
A.G. B. U
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The Lowell Armenians are mainly from Hoghe and Korpe. 'I‘mlnu,v.
there are very few bachelor Armenians. Most of them nre 131:11'1'10(!,
have children, and live a comfortable life. The first Armenian palr
who were married by an Armenian clergyman in l,()\.»voll vs{(-ro Anndoor
Babigian and Perooz Juknavorian in 1898. Their child, was the
first American-born Armenian in Lowell.

A WELL KNOWN
CITIZEN OF LOWELL

A. BABIGIAN

Lowell has never had wealthy Armenians. Almost everyone was
a laborer. Recently Mr. Menas Barsorian acquired a large factory
and thus became the first Armenian factory owner. .He employs
more than three hundred workers. There are two furnlifure dealers
in Lowell, about five or six grocers, more than twenty-five barbers,
five cleaning establishments, one Armenian baker, a number of Go-
vernment employees, and several college students. Almqst all .L'owell
Armenians own a home and a car, and are good American c1t.1zens.
The Armenian language is spoken by all those who were born in t.he
old country. The first generation who were born here spc‘aaks English
but understands Armenian. The second generation neither sp'eaks
nor understands Armenian. Of course there are always exceptions.
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./4 M/oro[ jrom j/w Cﬁairman

We prepared the foregoing facts and a short resume of the activ-
ities of the Armenian community in Lowell on the occasion of the 40th
Anniversary of the St. Vartanantz Armenian Church, in order to
give you an idea of what this small parish has done in spite of the
fact that it has never had-a wealthy or learned member, and in or-
der to show that in spite of that it has always been rich in soul and
N geart It has” always kept in itself all the national organizations lively
d achve and it has also built a church . This year our church is

b forty years old, for which we are now having celebrations. I wish to

ask whether after forty years, will we be able to celebrate the 80th
anniversary of:this church? This is a question to which no one can
give a definite answer.

We tried’ to’ r‘élse you as church - loving and patriotic Armen-
ians. Our forefatheks willed this to us. We did our duty and we
expect that you algb'will do the same and will it to your children.

You are brothér‘é'and sisters born out of the same church: Your
main duty is to keep and defend the church. You should take care
of it and see to it that it is always glorious and kept in a manner in
which you are proud. Our sole wish is that you be as aggressive and

.- as brave as your forefathers were in fighting obstacles and keep in-

tact in this free and glorious land of America the House of your
people, the Armenian Church.
: GARABED BARBADIAN
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3Ae Commiffee

The following are the names of the 40th Anniversary Celebration

Committee:
Book Committee

Rev. Fr Garen Gdanian
Garabed Barbadian
Hagop Barbadian
Mergereos Garabedian
Mergereos Aharonian
Gerald Aharonian
Arshalous Goodsoozian
Elizabeth Kirkorian

Banquet Committee

James Kludjian
George Kludjian
Zabelle Gdanian
Violet Garabedian
Asadoor Amboian
Ohannes Aslanian
Manoog Parigian
Gregory Krikorian
Rose Amboian
Rose Boghosian
Diane Kludjian

Ad Book Committee

Nubar Nalbandian
Menas Barsorian
Edward Babigian
Haig Goodsoozian
Hripsime Marzbanian
Grace Barbadian
Kachig Marzbanian
Menas Boghosian

Honorary President:
President:
Chairman:
Secretary :
Treasurer:

Howard Manoian
Walter Arakelian
Azad Juknavorian
Pat Garabedian
Sam Akkasian
Irene Giragosian
Gary Koltookian

Most Rev. Archbishop Mampre Calfayan
Rev. Fr. Garen Gdanian

Garabed Barbadian

Hagop Barbadian

Edward Babigian
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OUR SPONSORS

$10 EACH

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Assadourian,
Manchester, N. H.)

Mrs. Anahid Mangurian
Manchester, N. H.)

Mr. & Mrs. Mihran Barsorian

Mr. & Mrs. George Kludjian

Mr. & Mrs. Garabed Barbadian

Rev. & Mrs. Garen Gdanian

Mr. & Mrs. Ohan Aslanian

Mr. Krikor Onanian

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Semerjian

Mr. & Mrs. Mihran Barsorian

$5.00 EACH

Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Barbadian -
Mr. & Mrs. Moushegh Moushegian
Mr. & Mrs. Krikor Der Krikorian
Mr. & Mrs. Veya Parigian :
Mr. & Mrs. Merger Aharonian
Mr. & Mrs. Menas Boghosian
Mr. Hagop Guregian
Mr. Merger Garabedian
Mr. & Mrs. Asadoor Amboian
Mr. & Mrs. George Markarian
Mr. & Mrs. Asadoor Simonian,
(California)
Mr. & Mrs. Noubar Nalbandian
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Aharonian
Mr. & Myrs. Harry Moushegian
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Hoshmatian

$5.00 EACH

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Krikorinn

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Akkasian

Mr. & Mrs. Donabed Donabedinn

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Auslin Astorian

Mrs. Mahoushag & Mary Balian

Mrs. Queenie Boyadjian

Mr. & Mrs. John Morookian

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Barsamian

Miss Roxy Kludjian

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kludjian

Mrs. Mary Melkonian

Onan and Peter Onanian

Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Tookmanian

‘Mr. & Mrs. Miran Asadoorian

“Mr. Garabed Giragosian

Mr. & Mrs. Haig Goodsoozian

Mr. & Mrs. Sahag Goodsoozian

Mr. ‘& Mrs. Manoog Parigian

Mr. Paul Krikorian

Mr. & Mrs. Lazarus Mikaelian

Mr. & Mrs. Sahag Der Boghossian

Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Shakarian

Mr. & Mrs. Mihran Gulian
(Haverhill, Mass.)



$3.00 EACH

Mr. & Mrs. John Argouyan
Mr. & Mrs. John Kazanjian

$2.00 EACH

Mr. & Mrs. Simon Peloian

Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Boyadjian
Mr. & Mrs. James Depoian

Mrs. Margaret Geyer

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Juknavorian
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Loosigian
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Manoian
Miss Agnes Manoogian

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Nazarian
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Paroyan

Mr. & Mrs. Zadoor Buzdigian
Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Jeknavorian
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Daghdigian
Mrs. Mary Tateosian

Mrs. Agnes and Betty Soojian
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Boghosian
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Marzbanian
Mr. & Mrs. Toros Torcomian
Mr. & Mrs. John Aslanian

Mr. & Mrs. John Aitken

Miss Sylvia Barbadian

Mrs. Rose Martakos

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Kayajanian
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kachanian
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