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ARCHBISHOP MAMPHZ CALFAYAN

Primate of the Diocese of the Ara
menian Chureck of America

Archbishop Calfayan was ordained a
celebate priest thirty-five years ago
and came to the United States in 1926,
Since then he has served in various
ecclesjastical capaclities, The Diocese
of the Armenian Church of #merica has
gurisdietion over more than forty churches
n the United States, with the exeption
of the California Piocese, which is a
separate diocese, with nine parishes,

The Armenlan Church was organized in
the United States firat as & pastorate,
in 1889, and as a dioccese, in 1898,
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Archbishop Mampre Calfayan was borm in 1893 in Symrma, Turkey. ,Hevre-
ceived his early education in the Armenian national schools as well a§ the
' Prench school in Beirut. He received his -theﬁlogical training at the St.
James Armenian Monagtery of Jerunle: under the guidance of the noted scholar,
theologian, Archbzshop Blzshe Tourian by whose hand he wWaS ordzined celibate
priest in 1923. He served as the pastor of thg Armenian Church in Ma:se:.lles;
France in 1925; He came to the United States 15‘1927’and7upon the lamentable
mrtyrdon of the Primate of the North American Diocese, Atchbishop Leon Tourian
in 1933, Mampre Ds. Vartabed Calfayan was unanimously named as Acting Ptimste.
Be was ordained bishop in 1935 by Catholicos Khoren I at Btchmiadzzn, Armenia
‘ynnd was elevatdd to Archbishop in 1945 by Cgth011cos ueorg vi. He served as
pastor of the Armenisn Church of Powler, Cll. in 1941 and soonAuas‘elected'gs
Primate of the Cal:lfo:nia Diocese in which capacity he served until 1946. Arche
bishop Calfayan served as Pruute of ‘the North American Diocese of the Armenian :
Church from 1954 - 1958, |

A dgvoted sexvant of the church, Aréhbishpp Calfayan has aimys responded

vhenever he has received a call of service and wherever he has been asked to go.
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Archbishop Mampre Calfayan was born in 1893 in Symrna, Turkey. He re-

ceived his early education in the Armenian national schools as well as the
French school in Beirut. He received his theological training at the St.
James Axmenian Monastery of Jerusalem under the guidance of the noted scholar,
theologian, Archbishop Elighe Tourian by whose hand he was ordained celibate
priest in 1923. He served as the pastor of the Armenian Church in Marseilles,
France in 19225. He came to the United States in 1927 and upon the lamentable
martyrdom cf the Primate of the North American Diocese, Axchbishop Leon Tourian
in 1933, Mampre Ds. Vartabed Calfayan was unanimously named as Acting Primate.
He was ordained bishop in 1935 by Catholicos Khoren J at ctchmiadzin, armeunia
and was elevatdd to Archbishop in 1945 by Catholicos Georg Vi. He served as
pastor of the Armenimn Church of Fowler, Cal. in 1941 and soon was elected as
Primate of the California Diocese in which capacity he served until 1946. Arche
bishop Calfayan served as Primate of the North American Diocese of the Armenian
Church from 1954 « 1958.

A deveted servant of the church, Archbighop Calfayan has always responded

whenever he has received a call of service and wherever he has been asked to go.
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Archbishop Mampre Calfayan was born im kv18’9‘3 in Symrna, Turkey He re-
ce{ved his edily eﬁuca.’tion in the Ameniaﬁ national schools as ‘well as the
Prench school in Beirut. He received his theélogicgl training at the St.
James Armenian Monistety of Jerusalem under the guidance of the moted scholar,
theologian, Archbishop Elishe Tourian by whose hand he was ordained celibate
priest in 1923. He serue is the pastor of the Armenian Chuzch in Marseilles,
France in 1925. He came to the United States in 1927 and ypon thc lamentable
‘martyrdon of the Primate of the North American Diocese, Archbhhop Leon Tourian
in 1933, Mampre Ds. Vartabed Ca.lfn‘yan was unanimously named as Acting Primate.
He was orda’.ined bishop in 1935 by Catholicos Khoren I at Btchniadiiix. Arﬁenh
- and ﬁls elevatdd to Archbishop in 1945 by Catholicos Georg VI. He served as
pastor of the Armenian C!;urch of !'owle:, Cal. in 1941 and séou was clcctedilru
Primate of the Caufo:hh '\Dioce“le in which capacity he served u‘ntii 1946, Arche ‘
bishop Cilfaym serﬁed' as Primate of the North American Dioceg; of k’the Atmhu
Church from 1954 - 1958, '

A devoted servant af the church. Archbishop Culfam hu nl\u.y- responded

whenever he has received a call of service and wherever he has been asked to go.



