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ARCHBISHOP MA."iP~~F,~ CA.Ll''AYAN 
Primate ot the Diooaae ot the Ar· 

men ian Ct1urch ot A:me:ri oa 

A:rchbiahop Caltayan waa o:rdained a 
celebate priest thirt7-t1ve years ago 
and came to the United States in 1926. 
Since then he has aervect in va:rioua 
ecclesiastical capacities. The Diocese 
ot the Armenian Church of Amer ioa has 
jurisdiction over more than forty churches 
In the United States, with the exeption 
ot the California Diocese, which is a 
separate diocese. with nine parishes. 

The Armenian Church was organized tn 
the United States ti~at as a pastorate, 
in 1889, and aa a diocese, S.n 1898 • 
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Archbishop Mupre Calf'ayan was bon iD 1893 ill Symraa, Turkey. He re-

ceived his early education in the Araenian national schools as well as the 

Preach school ia Beirut. He received his theological traininc at the St. 

James Araenian .Mouatery of Jerusalea UDder the guidance of the noted scholar, 

theologian, Archbishop Blishe Tourian by wbose hand he was ordained celibate 

priest in 1923. He served as the paator of the Armenian Church .in Marseilles, 

Prance in 1925. He came to the United States ia 1927 and upon the lamentable 

martyr4o• of the Primate of the North Aaericaa Diocese, Archbishop Leon Tourian 

in 1933, Mupre Ds. Yartabed Calfayan 'W&8 unanimously named as Acting Pti•te.-

He was ordained bishop in 1935 by Catho1icos Khoren I at Etchmiadzin, Armenia 

and was elevat«<d to Archbishop in 1945 by Catholicos llieorg VI. Ht sexved as 

pastor of the Ar.enian Church of·Powler, Cal. in 1941 aud soon.was elected aa 

Primate of the California Diocese in which capacity he aerved until 1946.. Arch-

bishop Calfayan served as Pri•ate of the North Aaerican Diocese of the Armenian 

Cburch from 1954 - 1958. 

A devoted serY&Dt of the church• Archbishop C.lfayan has always responded 

whenever he has receiyed a call of service aad 11dlerever he baa bee,n asked to so. 
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Archbishop Mampre Calfayan was born in 1893 in Symrna, Turkey. He re-

ceived his early education in the Armenian national schools as well as the 

Prench school in Beirut. He received his theological trainin, at the St. 

James Armenian Monastery of Jerusalem under the guidance of the noted scholar, 

theologian, ArchbishOp Elishe Tourian by whose hand he was ordained celibate 

priest in 1923. He served as the pastor of the Armenian Church in Marseilles, 

France in 1925. He came to the Uni.ted States in 1927 and upon the lamentable 

mutyrdom of the Primate of the North American Diocese, Archbishop Leon Tourian 

in 1933, ~ampre Ds. Vartabed Calfayan was unanimously named as Acting Primate. 

He was ordained bishop in 193'i by Ca thol icos Khoren I at L tcl:.miad.a;in, Al<nenia 

and was elevatdd to Archbishop in 1945 by Catholicoa Georg Vl. He served as 

pastor of the Armeninn Church of Powler, Cal. in 1941 and soon was elected as 

Primate of the California Diocese in which capacity he served until 1946. Arch-

bishop Calfayan served as Primate of th~ North American Diocese of the Armenian 

Church from 1954 - 19S8. 

A dcvcted sen·ant of the church, Archbishop Calfayan has always responded 

whenever he has received a cal.l of servlee and wherever he has been aslted to go. 
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Archbishop Mupre Calfayu was bom 1a 1893 ill Syarn.a, Turkey. He re-

ceived his eady education in the Araenian natioaal schools as we.11 as the 

Preach schooi !a Beirvt. He received hla theolo1ical traiaiDI at the St. 

James Anaeuian Monastery of Jeriasalea uder the pidance of the aoted scholar, 

th~loliul• Azc:httishop Blishe T011riall by •ose had he was ordaiaect celU.te 

priest bi 1923. He sen-ed u the putor of the Ameaian Church ill Marseilles, 

Prance ia 1925. He caM t.o the United States in 1921 and upon the laaeatule 

~rtyrdo• of tbe Priaate of the Morth Aaerica• Diocese, Archtti~ Leea T~riaa 

in 1933, Mupre Ds. Yartabecl Cal.f'ayan •s unaniaously named u Actiq Pri•te. 

He was ordained bishop in 1935 by Catholicos lhoren I at ~tchaiadzin, Armenia 

uad was elevattld to Archbishop in 1,94.5 by Catholic:oe Georg VI.. He serwd u 

pastor of the Amenia CINrch of Powler, Cal. ia 1941 and eooa-. e1ecte4 as 

Pri-te of the Califo01ia Dioceee in which capacity he served until 19A6. Arch­

biahap Calfayan aenecl as Primate of th~ North Aaerican Diocese of tbe Aneaiaa 

Church from 19S4 - 19S8. 

A devoted servant Of the church, Areb'biahop Cal.fayan ha• alW&fS reapoad.ed. 

whenever he hu received a call of service aad. .tlerevet he baa been asked to SO• 


