THOUGHTS AND REFLECTIONS OF CATHOLICOS GAREGIN

A Just Cause

Our cause is a just one, the most just of all overlooked causes. We musl
knock at the closed doors of justice until they open. In the name of one million
martyrs and as many Armenians uprooted and exiled, we must raise our voices
in protest until we are heard by the great powers who have the destiny ol
nations in their hands.

God’s Gift to Armenians

The greatest gift bequeathed by God to our people is the Armenian Church,
for which our forefathers have sacrificed so much, even shed their blood. She
has become a blessing in our past, in the preservation of our national and
spiritual life in the course of centuries. At the present, also, she has a vital role
in the task of keeping the Armenian religion alive among the Armenians in the
Diaspora; she is to become the guardian angel of the Armenian spirit, language
and tradition. We must be deeply conscious, and grateful to God for that grace.
We must be grateful to our spiritual mother, which is the Armenian Aposlolic
Church. She is ours, our national Church and our greatest national creation,
the greatest legacy from our forebears. Her preservation and progress arc the
guarantee of the survival of the Armenians in Diaspora.

Concept of Nationhood

It is true that man has the instinct to love his people, his country, the
language and the church, but that instinct is turned into work and personalily,
the greatest material and moral sacrifice, when it springs from a profound and
clear consciousness. This is true when the instinct knows that the national cul-
ture is the foundation, the beauty and the culmination of that living and vital
corporateness which is called nationality in its broadest meaning.
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4 CENTENNIAL

The month of October has been designated Jubilee Observance Month by Arch-
bishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate, for the celebration of the centennial of the birth
of Catholicos Garegin Hovsepian throughout the Diocese. On this occasion, a recording
has been made which includes in addition to music, the voice of the late Catholicos, as
well as messages by Catholicos Vasken I and Archbishop Torkom.

By decision of the Diocesan Council, the Library in the Gulbenkian Cultural Center
of Diocesan Headquarters will be dedicated to Catholicos Garegin Hovsepian.
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