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Archbishop Sion Mahbbglan, Primate of the North American
Diocese of the Armenian Church, was bor; in 1906 in the ancient
city of Van, Turkey, He was only é young lad of nine when he
lost his entire family = his pareﬁééj an eldér brother, and
two young sisters - during the depbﬁ%&tidﬁ énd massacre of the
Armehians in 1915,

During the succeeding years of war, massacre, and pesti-
lence of World War I, he joilned the long refugee caravans from
Van to the Caucasus, and back to Van, then to Persia and to
Mesopotamia, Finally, in 1922, he was sent with a group of 850
homeless children to the Armenian Monastery of St, James in
Jerusalem, where he was admitted to the Jarankavoratz School
and later to the Seminary maintained by the Armenian Patriarchate -
of Jerusalem, In the preceding years,'he had received a part of
his secondary education in the Armenian schools in the Caucasus
and Mesopotamia, At the Seminary and later in the Theological
School, he had the good fortune of studying under such inspiring
teachers as the scholar patriarchs, Elise Tourian and Papken
Gulesserian, and the Rev, Fr, Bridgeman, an Epliscopalian clergy-
man who served in the Armenlan Seminary of Jerusalem for many years,

He was ordained a deacon in 1926, and upon bhis graduation
from the Theological Seminary in 1930 he was ordained a celibate
priest; and according to custom in the Eastern churches, his

Christian name, Sargls, was changed to Sion.
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The Rev, Fr, Sion served in variens administrative capa-
cities in the Monastery of St, James, especially as s teacher
in the schools under the sponsorship of the Patriarchate, In
1938, he was invited to the United States as nus%or of the
Armenian Church in Providence, R, I, He weas crdained a Bishop
in 1945 by Catholicos Georg VI, at Holy Etchmisdzin. In 1946,
he was named as Vicar General ef the mid-wesiern states of the
Armenian churches and he served for thres ysars as chairman
of the Council of the North American Diocese,

Bishop Sion was named Apostolic Delegate to the South
American Diocese of the Armenian Church, in 1952, by Catholicos
George VI, As in the United States, his service as spiritual
~ head of the Armenian religious community in Latin Amerdca
praved most fruitful, Through his efforts were established
new churches, a spacious Diocesan Office, various schools,
Sunday schcols, auxiliary bodies, etc, He was made an
Archbishop by Catholicos Vasken I in 1955,

On Novemher 16, 1959, the Diocesan Assembly of the North
American Diocese of the Armenian Church slected Archbishop Sion
as the Primate of the North American Uiocese of the Armenian
Church and his elecilon was confirmed promptly by Vasken I
the Cathollicos of All Armenians,

Archbishop Sion is a prolific writer, His works include:

"The Myatery of Vardanantsz," an interpretation of the
Battle of Avarair which the Armenians fought in 451 in defense
of their Christian religion.
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“Thé Armenlan Patriarchate of Jerusalem" containing a
hidﬁory\and geheral description of the Holy Places, especially
the saﬁrediaﬁﬁinea in the custody of the Armenian Patriarchate
of Jerusalenm,

"Luminous Figures" which contains studies of the lives of
some of the most revered Fathers of the Armenian Church,

"The Armenian Church and Her Teachings" an outline for
the use of English speaking young people,

"Messages of the Gospel" a collection of sermons,

"The Christian Doctrine" a textbook for Sunday schools
and parochial schools,

"A Month in Armenia" - impressions gained during the
National Ecclesiastical Assembly at Holy Etchmiadzin which
elected Georg VI as the Catholicos of All Armenians,

"The Meaning of Prayer",

Still in manuscript form are:

"The History of Moses Khorenatzi" the !father! of
Armenian hilstory.

"Introduction to the Holy Bible" which is now used as
a textbook in the Theolcgical Seminary of Holy Etchmiadzin,

Archbishop Sion 1s an American citizen, It is his
strong conviction that responalble citizenship is one of
the essentials of Christian virtue, "A good Christisn and
a bad citizen is unthinkabdble," he says, "for the entire Christian
precept is based on love and thoroughgoing loyalty,"



