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~ Some particulars about “he Reverend Father Aramais Mirraion
" of the Armenian Apostolic Church in Sydney.

Father Mirzaian was born in 1918 in Iran where, ever since

- the Persian ruler known as Shah Abbas the Great Trought a whole
Armenien township's populaticn from Julfa in Armenia to "New
"Julfa" in Iran, there has been a considerahle Armenian comnun-

ity in the region. One of eight children, he alone of the
four sons of the Rev, Mesrobe iHrzaian followed in their
father's footsteps to enter the ministry. In 1935 he left
his birthplace Namskert behind him where he had attended the
Hovramian School and continued his education for a-further two
years at the Geyorg Kananian School in Wew Jylfa. = Liks so -

..many other young Armenians growing up in Iran he was then
~taken by his father to Calcutta in 1937, there to attend the

famous "Armenian College and Philanthropic Academy" from which

he greduated successfully. . His studies here included English.

He rnow entered Bishop's College in Calcutta, an Anglican
seminary, with a view to becoming a priest. Iwo years later
the Armenian Church Committee of Calcutta sent him to Jerusalem
to study there for three further years at the Armenian St Jarmes
Seminary. Subseguently he returned to Iran, was married to-
the helpmate of his choice, Miss Knarik Haroutiowunjan, and was
then. ordained at the All Saviour Cathedral of New Julfa late in
1947. Farly in 1948 he and his wife left for Caloutta to ..

where he had been called to become one of the officiating

priests of Calcutta's large Arpenian community.  He visited
Holy Etchmiedzin, the Armenian vatican in the vicinity of the
of the capital Yerevan, in 1955, the year of the election of °
the snew Patriarch and Suprenme Catholioos of All Armeniens, His
Boliness Vasgen I. /% On this visit -the Church asccordeéd him ‘the

‘- distinction” of wearing the pectoral cross. While still in

Calcutta Pather Mirzaian published "A Short Record of the
Armenian Churches in India and the Far East.

In 1958, Father Mirzaian was transferred to a new areas of
Armenian activity, to Sydney, as Archypriest and Acting Prelate
to Armenieng in Australia and New. Zesland. FPather Ghazarian,

‘:who had been in Sydney from 1954 to 1958, had been eppointed to
" become Bishop of the Far Eastern Provinoe of the Armenien -
-~ Apostolic Church, which ig administered from Calcutta (as was
.- the Anglican Church:in this area in the early days okaustralrﬂ,
and Father Mirzaian was, in his turn, invited to come to Sydney

from Calcutta to take over the cnerous task of ministering to
this phenominally fast growing community here in Australia.

The parsonage at 372 Miller Street, Cammeray, was acquired

to which Father Mirzaian brought his dear wife Knarik and their

. son Armen and thelr daughter Arminée, and it was here that

that their youngestﬁohild, Saco, was born. This parsonage hes
been for many years'a refuge and rock of help to countless
Armenians in need of advice, help, or temporary shelter.

Pather Mirzaien has‘worked tlrplesslv at agsisting to facilitats
the immigration of his compatriots and their families from the
many areas of present day danger in the Middle East and Near
North, and the community may in the not too distant future
exceed four digits in number. Most have come to Sydney and
Meltourne but & few also to other States and to country are=ze.

There was a time, lastlng for many years, when Father

‘Mirzaisn used to fly to Melbourne regularly once a month to

conduct a religious service thgre, Thanks greauiﬁato his ef- i
tved there
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 some yeare ago, and later’a resident Armenian priest was appoin-
ted, Soon moreover the Sydney Surry Hills church proved too
R small and a very much larger one in Chotswood was able to. be
S purchased, there being many Armenians settled in the municipal-
i ity of Willoughby.l, This church was consecrated in Februaory,
1966, Hepre. there is now olso a very.active SBunday ‘school, =rnd
_en Armenian youth organisa+1ony and Tather Mirzaian envisages o
“proper Armenien Kindergarten before very long. Avove all,
..+ thanks to the kind co-operation of the Willoughby Public School:
“¢ he has also many Scripture classes for the Armerian pupils in
"~ the various grades of Willoughby High Schcol and its Junior and
.. Infant Schools.  ~"For many years, too, Father MNirzaian issued
;.. the Armenian Church Bulletin called "Looyce'" with much of intsr-
. est also to g large sectlon of 1ntercsted Chrlstlav Irlends in
_ " the host oommunltJ s

I Father Mirrzaisn is indefatigable'in his efforts to smocth .

. the way for the successful settlement here of his compatriots
. and makes frfuent visits to Canberra to speak on behalf of
“-thoge whoge cases requlre special understandlng because of the .
“peculiar predicaments of Armeniens in to-day's world, You will 7
never find Armenign statistics in migrant lists, .for: they are - -
» invariably counted s emigrents from their respective charce ‘
Socountrics of origin, howsver loyal Armenians they may te. ;= Tc
.= make himself more-useful to his compatriots . Pather Mirzaian

.. recently took steps to become a Justice of the Peace, and 1n

1970 was made the proud holder of this worthy office.

SN In 1965 His:Holiness Vasgen I, invited Armenians from 211
~over the world toyvisit Holy Etchmiadzin to witness his giving
“account of 'his-firat:ten years' ministry as Supreme’ Patriarch.
' Pather Mirzaian went as representative of this new diccese of
- Australia and NewﬁZealand, and Mrs Mirzaian represented the

<" Armenian Ladies' Guild., ' They took with them young Saco as the
- first Australian-~born Armenlan chlld to visit: the an01ent
' 7;‘Armen1an motherland :

co In 1966, Pather ervaian published his book on "Armenians

“ardln Australia and New:Zealand,! a much:larger compilation than

% the present Guide Book, in order t0 increose general awareness

' on the subject of Armenians and their problems and achievements.
~In 1970 he issued’a little duplicated booklet, a "Commentary on

the Armenian Apostolic Church, its Sdcraments, Vestmente and

Varlcus Religlous Symbole "

. " These have been years of worry und hard work and hpartbm@«;
.“Vbut Father Mirz%lan has not allowed discouragement to:.gainsthe
4 upper hand and haS‘placed his flrm faith in God's Justice and
"‘3compassion ~ :




