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In the c~ty of Haifa (Palestine) on July 23, 1934-wa:J,'born~"the 
eldest son· of~- f&lTJ,ily of:- five children, who was b~p!;ized'Armene:g 
Shirva.nian. The father of the family 1 who was a. carpent.er, sent 
this son·. to the· local st.,. Yeghia Armenian Schoo1 ·for his -element~·· 
ary education. During the Arab-Israeli war .the tamily. f;nnigrated ;.~~ 
Beirut, in 1948. There A.l1Jlenag. stti4ied at the· E?oor.p Ka·ra~oon Man;.;.·, 
gantz Pri.niary School, from whieh hEf graduated :1~ 1~.50.,.. · ·· 

\ After \./orking ·for so:ine time· at a printing shop, .he decided ... to · 
go to the Armenian· Seminary in.Jerusalem, both to further his ed.;.. 

· · uc-a.tio:n and to fulfill hi,s_. spiritual calling·. He ·was., admitted. in 
1952 and in' 1954 was· ordained· Deacon by Archbishop. \Yegpishe Der- , 

· · derian, locum tenens. In l9.57; ha~ing· completed his···theological 
training, he was ordaine4 ,e..\celibate .Priest by Pa.t.!>iarch elect· 
Archbishop Tiran Ners0yan,., .. i&.l'J..dh-r-anamed Father· A:r;a1s. (Aristakes) • 

. . · Du;ring those year~. h~ ·a1s'O passed the London .Gene±;al Certi­
:f'.~cat~;\examination, thu~ ,qu•lifyj_ng for entrance to British Uni-,.. · . 

- ve!>sities. While at .feru.salem h~ held the offices of Vice-princ·i- · 
pal of the Seminary, then ~-t~ff-bearer of the Pa~riarch, ·as 

.. well as being a teacher. ; :; __ ; ... ,·: . : __ ,_ · · . ' .. ' 
'\''' Du~irig the yea;rs 195~ ... to 1960 Fath~r ·Aris :.we:s, Pa.s.to.r of the 

Armenian Church in Amman, J Ol'd.an" lS·?o ... "4'v·~ had the op.pprtu,ni ty,,- to· · 
\:study theology at .the Univel;'sity o:£ Durham in.. England·~· wh~re he · 
r~_<;eived· .. :the B.A.···~i~h Honours·. ·,He was neoxt adm,ftt,~d t.o ~he .lnsti­
:tu.t ,;·€:atholi4ue in Paris to d0- research work on th~ ,Armen~an Div-

-~}ne'.'i!t,~~~: ~i~~~;6Tork6m M~~oogian~ ·then Primate·· of caiirornia: 
invite·d him to serve as ;E'as·tor· of St. James Armenian C:Q.u~cb ip. .. · ,-. · 

Loa Angeles. "During six years of tenure ther.~, .he, .. ·over*aw. the.·. ·. .. · · 
.building or a new church, w~s ·a ·member of th~. Di•09esan \'Council,· . 

~. at· one· time was its. chairman, .·and·was a:member··.of .hlany\6ther·; 
,., .. · c6nunittees. as well." vlhile the:re; be· was bes:towe.d w:i ~}or t''he title 

Dzayakq.uyn Vartabed by Bi5ho.p Va.che · Hovsepi-.n_, .. ·Frimate of the ·· · 
l'ieste~ Diocese of America, in 197-2,. · ·. · . ' .. · · 

In the same year, at the invitation:· of H,is. Holin.e.s.:;~ Ya~ken I, 
Father Aria went to Holy Etchmiadzin ~to se·rve at the .. Seminacy as .. , 
Pro:£'". of Theology ·~nd assistant Dean. A year later· he. w~s· ap.... · ._., · · ·Y· 

pointed by His Holiness as --Dean ~r the ·Seminary. At .. this time -he ·' .,, 
.also became an Advisor in the Inter-Church Relations Department·, '-1· 

·.ot'~the Holy':see; a position ~hat he·:still holds.· . .. . 
-') · . 'On Sept. 29, 1974, he· was. consacrated Bishop b'y His 'Holiness:·· ;. 

Vaskeri I Catholicos,. and appointed Vicar-General of the Armenian . :--.. :.:.· 
Churches 9f Canad~~pich· office he ass~ed-March 24, 1975. In· 
additton ~isho:P. Sh rvanian wil~ se_rve as Pastor o.f the .Holy· Trin- ,. 
ity .Arm&nJ.an Apo~ oli~ Church-l.n Toronto.~ · · · · . . . 
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