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In the city of Haifa (Palestlne) on July 23, 193u was. born the
. eldest son’'of ‘a family of five children, who was baptized-Armeneg
Shirvanian, The father of the family, who was & carpenter, sent
this son'to the local St,. Yeghia Armenian School for his element*
ary education. During the Arab-Israeli war the family.emigrated. 6
Beirut, in 1948. There Armenag studied at the: Soorp Karasoon Man-:

. gantz Prlmary School, from which he¢ graduated in 1950... s

¥ After working for some time at & printing shop, he declded tO'
go to the Armenian Seminary in.Jerusalem, both to further his eds.
“ucation and to fulflll his .spiritual calling, He was admitted in
1952 and in' 1954 was ordained-Deacon by Archbishop. Yeghishe Der-

- derian, locum tenens, In 1957, having completed-his" theological
training, he was ordained a:celibate Priest by Patriarch elect’
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, and . renamed: Father Aris (Aristakes).,
: ‘During those years he alsd passed the London General Certi-
ficate“eXamination thus qualifying for entrance to British Uniw -
" versities, While at Jerusalem he held the offices of Viée-princi-:
pal of the Seminary, then Staff-bearer of the Patrlarch ‘as

. well as being a teacher. -

v During the years 1958 .to. 1960 Father Aris wes, Pastor of the :
Armenien Church in Amman, Jordan«1250-5"» had the opportunity.to'-
study theology at the University -of Durham in England, where he
Tpceived ‘the B. A,"With Honours. He was next admitted to the .Insti-
ﬁut Catholidue in Paris to do research work on the Armenlan Div-
~ine Liturgy, 196L-66. - ‘

Y In 19 6 Bishop Torkam Manoogian, then Primate’ of Callfornla,
invited h1m to serve as Pastor of St, James Armenlan Church in
Los Angeles, Durlng six years of tenure there, he overoaw the -
bulldlng of '@ new church, was'a member of the. Dmocesan Council

. atone time was .its chalrman -and-was ‘a’'member:of many'other . .

“eommittees. as well, While there he 'was bestOWed with the tible
Dzayakouyn Vartabed by Bishop: Vache Hovseplan, Prlmaﬁe of the
Westemn Diocese of America, in 1972,

- In the same year, at the invitation of. ng Hollness Vasken I B
Fathér Aris went to Holy Etchmiadzin‘to serve at the "Seminary as -
Prof., of Theology and assistant Dean. A year later he was ap-. =%
pointed by His Holiness as -Dean of the Seminary. At.this time he Y
also became an Advisor in the Inter-Church Relations Department

of the Holy' See; a p031t10n that he 'still holds. . . . .
- “0n Sept. 29, 197l, he was. consacrated Bishop by His Holiness "'
Vaskeri I Catholicos, and eppointed Vicar-General. of .the Armenian ;
Churchesd of Canada Whlch office he assumed March 24, 1975, In -
addltion,Blshop Sh rvhnlun will serve as Pastor of the Holy Trin-
ity Armenlan Apos olio Church -in Toronto;
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