
Bishop Beasak !'oU~U~Tan was born on the 27th M.q 1912 in 
the Armeni811 Yillage of Bardizag (Turkey) which has siven ll8Jl7 
eocleaiaatlos and teaohera to the Araenian nation. Bla baptismal 
name waa Papgen and he ooaea troa a very pious taallr• 

Aa a ohild ot three years ot age . he was deported with his 
family to lan1a1 due to r.rke7's entP,J into the First World War, 
where- ·-they,~tqed until 1919, when the Armistice wa& signed and 
all Araenian deportees were allowed to return to their native towns. 

In · 
~lo9,201 as a result ot his father's death,he was placed 1n one 

ot ~raenian orphanages in Constantinople. In 1922 he was trana• 
ferred 'W'!th the rest ot the orphanage to Greeoe,,f4Aiae4 to Loutraki 
and then to 57ra. 

He was g1tted with an extremely musical voioe,and whilst 
singing in the church in Syra (Greece) he made such an impression 
on Mr. Levon Zenian that the latter made all the neo~aaa17 arrange
menta with the AraenS.an ~atriarchate in Jerusalea,tor hia1 together 
with a tew otheP boye,to be admitted into the Semlnaey. Be entered 
the Seminar,r 1n 199& where were teaching at that time great scho
lars such as Patri&l'Oh Toorian,Bish_o., P~pe;~n (later" -~tholtcoa .r 

····· 0!11-eia) and others. '!'h-e· late Mr• tevm '1"el1il1ngu1ilan was his 
first ausio teacher • 

In l930,atter t1nleh1ng_ 'he first halr ot his training, 
he was ordained deacon bJ' the th•n LoOUil Tenens or the Armenian 
Patriarchate ot Je~aalea,Bishep Mesreb Niehanian, and then he took 
purely/t~theologioal courses at the_Seainar,r,haying on the 
teaching s tatt Pa tna_roh 'lorltoa Koushll~1an, Pa ther Ou!"egh (later 
Patriarch ot Jepgaalea),Pather Tiran.lereoyan (at present Patriarch 
ot Jerusalem) and Omon o. T. Bridgeaan. 

It was at this tiae that ,besides Armenian ecclesiast).cal lllll.;. 
sic,he studied p1ane and hU110117 with Mr.· ldward Pear.aODne who was 
at that tiae· the organist .r St·. George's Anglican Oathedral in 
Jerusaleai 

Atter ooapleting his tour year study at the 'rheological 
Seminary ot the Ar .. n1an Patriarchate or Jerusalem,on the loth 
Jul,y 1934 he was ordained priest by Pa triaroh Kouahakian and 
wae named Bessak. He was soon appointed music teacher tor the 
Seainary and ohoir-aaster ot the Armenian Cathedral ot st. James. 
Most of the youngeP pr1esta who nowadays officiate in America have 
received their mnsioal tuition troa bilk 
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In the meantiae he continued te stud~' Gt-esorian (Latin) 
music with a Doainican monk and tried to aoqualnt hiaselt w1 th 
the music of other churches. He published nuaero\ts articles 
on church music in "ZICif", the otticial aagazine of the Armenian 
Patriarchate 1n Jerusale~and wrote manr critics on musical 
publications. 

In 1943 he was nominated assistant to the Araenian Primate ot 
Egypt in Alexandria, where he remained until 1949. During his 
tenure of office 1n Alexandria the church and the NatiQnal school 
made considerable headway. The church was well attended because ot 
inspiring sermons and well organised servioes. He rounded and 
became the patron ot the "Loussavoritoh" choir which sang in the 
ohurch,gave oonoerts and which still carries out its activities 
in Alexandria. 

In 1949 on the appointa~nt ot the late Patriarch Guregh 
and b7 the invitation ot the late Mr. Oalouste Gulbenkian and 
the Trustees ot st. Sarkis A~enian Church in Landon,he was made 
the oftieiating priest there. 

He beaame a student et tbeolo~ at the ~ •. s Cf)llqe 
IJJ{..i;,Jt--ttt/HI*II (Lt'lrldO!l t1n1verei ty )for two years, taking courses 
1n Historical Theolqsy1 Philosopb7 an Religi~l and an BolJ Scrip
tures. He enrolled at tbe Ouildhall School ot IQetc A Drama fer 
singing,haraony,own•erpo1nt,orohestrat1on,orchestz-al conducting 
and Pianotorte,thua equipping himself with all the available 
tools to deYote hiaaelt to Araenian Ecclesiastical music ~d 
to be able to coattnue the work of Xoaitas Vardapet which was 
inexpectedly inte:rru.pted because ot his tragic etcknese. 

. . ' 

. In·;·London he organized the #t'i l500th anni'Yeraary of 
the Battle of Vardanantz and invited the Archbishop ot Oanterbur,r 
to his churoh,whePe the Archbishop and himself preached on that 
dq to aark the ocoaaien. The 7th ot October 1911 will be an 
unforgettable date tor the Armenian Coamunit7 1n Londan. 

In 1956 as.a result of appreciation ot hia devoted services 
to the church His Holiness Vazgen I SUpreae Oatholtoos ot all 
Armenian a ooneeora ted hia bishop and appointed him His Special 
Delegate in England. 

Bishop Toua«Tan,together with the Anglican Ohuroh authorities 
org&nize4 that treaendoua welooae t-fj.f.-/Utl.~#/1-~l~i-NI///1 -
¢it~ttP~/-t/-tXI~~~II//II whtoh was g1Yen to His Holiness 
the Supreae Oatholiooa ot all Armenians on his -A~•olio Visitation 
to England in 1956. 

Bishop Toumaran was invited to the Laabeth oonrerence, 
where he addressed at<J )lf.JlU~aAngltcan biah~p. OU.e readers will 
be able to see hia address in this issue ot"fhe Araenian ~~. 


