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~010-.'ful Armenia'n Church Changing 
By a star staff 'Nrl!er knows how dear Armenians in 

f..n inscription on the wall of America hold Jefferson's words, 
the "effersoil Memorial declares and how his countrymen the 

man · shall be compelled or world over revere the stance of 
ntKP.ruriAA suffer on account of Vartan Mamigonian 

or belief." · 
l'erltm"lP.<: earlier, the View Is Firsthand 

proclaimed b;r .a Just recently he got a first-
_of a small na!10n . 

a tyrannical k:ng, hand view of. the ~ove for free-
.... tpg that "no intimidation dom - especially m matters of 

or death can compel his worship - when he went to bish
to d~ny the .uni~ersal Qps' conference of the church. 

lS embodied .m the The conference as at Christen-,_,,_u__ God and re- w 
through dom's oldest cathedral, the 

Mother Church in Etchmiadzin, 
'Was the · reply . given by Armenia, U.S.S.R., dating back 
Mamigonian to t~e Per- to 301 A.D. 

~~c;~~who was forcmg the . ~ to adopt the sun and Papken, who JS legate for thP. 
f4'e ~p. . Armenian Church in W.ashing-

·.The Rt. Rev. Bishop Papken, ton, was heartened by the new 
pastor of St. Mary's Armenian sense of religious freedom the 
Apostolic Orthodox Church at faithful expressed in the Soviet 
•d and Fessenden Streets NW, bli "It . h fr · repu c. IS muc more ee 
---------------than it was when I first went 

there in 1955, and the living con
ditions are .much better. But let 

'it be known, they've still· got a 
long way to go." 

Twenty-five bishops and the 
;patriarchates of Istanbul and Je
rusalem · met in Etchmiadzin 
("the descent of the only }>egot
ten Son") to move toward mod
ernizing .and reforming the 
church which claims the loyalty 
ef ~.§,L. of the world's 5 million 
Ar mans - 300,000 in the Unit-

edo~t:lthe biggest steps was to . BI~HOP PAPKEN • •. Changes Made . 
euthorize t.ranslating the Old . . . . . 

1 
Testament into modern Armeni- tcally JS linuted to Syria, Leba- back to the last part of the 3rd 

, aii. The present translation uses non and Cyprus. Century. The spear believed to 
f the Armenian ·of the 5th Centu- Some within the church feel ~ that which pierced Christ's 

I ~Y: The New Testament already that since Arm~a is under side while he ll'as on the cross 
JS m the modem language. • a1s fi · to th bl · , 

The bishops also .agreed to Commurust control, the Commu- o ~es m · e essmg, 
' shorten the serviees and the sac- nist influence is too great. Not along. Wlth a Iarg~ part of the 

.:..--•ft ft--' .... ~· · · cross ttself. uu:a&LO.., -.,...,. . -~ s~ S.iY.§...Pap..§~q.-~lWe~ye _co_ -
of fast days mote . e .. plete autOnomy IP1d ·they never 
-Presently there- are about ISO: . • 
fast day$ each ·year; SOon they tell us what to .do except to be 
will be cut down to less· than halt loyal to our faith and to · the 
that - to Fridays and certain governments of our countries." 
days during Lent. · Nonetheless, some churchmen 

Becomes Restrictive have rallied around the Antelis 
This greatly affects ·when an Cat~, clamoring for: a 

Armenian couple may be mar- church authority for Ameruans 
ried. They are forbidden to mar- outside the Soviet bloc. 
ry on a fast day, and withal- Papken believes this; trouble· 
most half the · days· of the year t n will: h r . 
considered such, the choices are e':en ua Y . pass! o_weve ' 
very limited. . . . ~:.ch no senous rift m the 

The Armenian church, whi(,!h The "conference . also w~s the 

~~lr~!~ b:en ~=~~ 0~~th:~: ti?te for the Blessing of. the Holy 
menical movement. In fact, they Oil, an element us_ed. m sacr~
are cooperating with other Or- ments and in anomtmgs. This 
thodox· churches, Roman rite becomes, once every . seven 
churches and mainline Protes- years, . a moving and colorful 

• d the · ld to t event for Armenians. 
t~ts aroun wor se a Instead of the Cathollcos ex-
ftxed date for Easter. · . . . 

The Armenian · bishops will ~~djng ~- ~~d for ~e bless;
co-operat_e, that is,. so long as it mg, an ~C18l ha!l<llS e~end
comes on. a SUnday in April, ed, . ~bed Wtt'li relics of 
.their prefei"enee being the sec- thetr n~tlonal ~d. church he:o, 
on<}· or third- Sunday. ~e move Gre~ory. the ~~~r, r 
was prompted by the Uruted Na- · - · · -
~mf .... te]jljjnua.J ~ ·~ -

. cludmg Pope PaufW, Iiave been 
! pushing it. · 

In' another ecumenical devel
opment, Pope Paul informed the 
conference through observers 
that any Armenian priest may 
celebrate mass in any Roman 
rite church because, as Papken 
explains it, Catholicos Vazkien 
II befriended Roman Catholic 

, priests during a time ~£need .. 
They tabled motion covermg 

celibacy. As the church now 
rules, only those who are parish 
priests may be married. Bishops 
and archimandrites (cor r e
sponds to monsignors, who in · 
the Armenian rite are eligible to 
become bishops) may not marry. 

The issue was divided, 12 to 
11, with those who wanted the 

I change . in the minority. The 
! question within the next. two 
f years ~~-go before the ~ational 

--- · -------• en ~ .. --~-··--::.;; nee of la~ 
C .general. COiu~:n CathliCOS Vaz~ 

d pr1ests. · sue a? ·n decide the 1S • 
k1enW1 . , 

wmeh Are WorthY 
· g the church 

. one pr~lexn fa~~ those who 
is hoW to canfafth durin~ ~he 
died for the U to 1 million ' 
Massacre of \9l~i. fo~ the faith. A ! 
died, but no a roittee has \)eeil 
screening ~0;!roine, from wh~t 
set up to is available, w 0 

evidence. · ed 
should be canon~on~ideration of 

There was and concern 
world problems, of their own. 
over a problem e rightfUl r~le 

' This centers ~n ~ of A.ntehJ!, 
f the patnar.c lm riiStor-
~~ geographiC rea - \ 


