Q Saint George Armenian Church & Center

: 1111 BERING DRIVE t HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 1/4/68

Were present at this meeting all members of the Parish “ouncil
except Mr, Hagopian who had excused himself because of his
Ailiness arnd Messrs, Chenian and Hekimian,

e minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.,
Making a review of our financial situation Mr. Gregory explained
that the tranefer of $1,000,00 from the special account was not
made because we were able to bandle this month (December 1967)
with additional income to our regular sccount, Neverthless
we will have to make a transfer of at least $ 500.00 to take
care of the payment of the Warwick Hotel since as agreed by
the current session of the Council meesing this outstanding bill
is due and payable according to our earliest commitment with
the Warwick Hotel.

The chairman gave a precise and concise accouat of the New Yeare®s
affair which had been trusted to the H.A,W.A.The total profit
from thies had amounted to 8§ 192.00 which amount had already heen
handed over 1o us.This had been s successfud evening,the attendance
being approx. 50 persons,with a band playing and consisting of
Mesexs.Joni Okhanian, Halkaz Ohanian and the younger Ohanian,
all food donated by members of the H.A.,W.,A.Mr, Gregory as an
enOOuragggent and appreciation of the success made a donation
of § 25,00,
The Parish Couneil will addres & letterof thaunks $o theH.A.VW.A.
The question of our future activitles was discuseed and it wes
pointed out that this is the moment at the begzinning of the
Year to make any amnouncement and reservations for the current
year.The Church Women's Auxiliary who have always the preference
would meke their plan known shead of time and immediately for
- $hat purpose and FMr,3anjakisn-wes again msked to convey this
regolutihdn to Mps. Sanjakian,
The letter of the Very Rev. Bishop V.Kebreslian deted December 15,
was read.This being in refernce to the Vartanankz affair and
as suggested we are going to approach Fother Arakelian for this
nattpr, Alrcady Mr, Ohanian had agrecd to write to that effeot
but™%o the absence to My.Chanian to the present mesting we are
extcurive soano@lB0 going to write to Father Arakelisn and give him the decision
saw 6. manmson OF the Council,This after discussion wes agreed to be as followss
vowomanv cxamuan A gyliural program with serving of coffee and refreshments
s Saturday Februayy 24,1968 at the Chupch and Center.Admission free,
Ve cenmuan . Sunday the 25 thyoelebration 88 the Armenian Hass at 10,00 A.M,
Hammay UM dnd a subsequent buffet dinmer to be held in the Center Bldg
KiseoRECORY  at 1,00 P.Me Admission for Dinner,minimum donstion :
anron nasorian 3 3000 for @hmildren from the age of 12 § Te50,Mx s ‘Sanjakian wes
vorannes Hexviaigited to make neceasary mmm‘n‘he ﬁth the th nﬂdiea
uixe sawaan _AuxAliary for the food to be preparsd on those two eccasionss

Novisons ((/7 ¢Qx4éééi;xz4&%“~/ - (To be continued)
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PARISH COUNCIL

1111 BERING DRIVE t HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

(Continued ) Parish Council meeting 1/4/63
In our letter to Father Arakelian we &re going to ask him to provi_
de us with the necessary meang of having our cultural program.
Movies,lectureysongssetc.ete.We should also learn about the
Pether's traveling plans,about the quality of films eventually
the kind of projector and others,
Ar regerds the expenses that this affair will have to take care of
there are the trip 4ituelf with ailr ticket which will be paid
by our treasury,the hotel accomodations expenses will be donated
by My, S.Sexenian,and also a special offering gift to the celebrent
priest the "jhamoots® in the amount of $ 100,00 will be donated
jointly half and half by Mesors. Bardoony and Gregory. The Council
éxpressed their appreciation to the above donors.
It was agreed to reimburse Mr. Levon Harrlgon with the empenses
ho incurred with the purchase of the necessary items for the
future Bingo games to be held in our Centers In regard to this
the Council gave thelr approval for such a Bingo party to be held
on Janury the 27 th and to be organized by the HAWA with all
proceeds golng to our organization.
Due to the forthcoming Mass celebration and the need of our Church
Choir,Mr, ganjakian volunteered to approach Mr. Jamues Bedevian
and havetccept to direct the choir again and have very shortly
aome doir practice.
On further reviewing the New Year's party,the Conncil examined the
means of improving the appearance of the Center Back Bldg.This
was not found adequate for future activities and the Council
acked from Mr. Yrego ry to study such a project bearinzg im mind
our financiel cepabilities and the necessity of eliminating the
gtructure containing the bathroom just in the middle of the Center
by moving it outslde,with a closet for clothes and separate
restbooms facilites for men and Ladies.
The meeting was edjurred,
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Saint George Armenian Clllll‘cll & Center
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MINUTES OF TH: PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 9/14/67

——

Were present at this meeting all members of the Council except
Mr. Hekimian,

Our financisl situation was reviewed. To the deep concern af all
preseut it vwes realized that we had not been able to pay yet

our mortgege loan for the monthm of September and that was due on
the first. Apart from that we have also debts that are past due
for the epprox. amount of ¥ 200,00, The balance in our regular
account in the bank is for only & 72.00,

This situation wes created by the lack of in terest and support
of all the armenian community. Monthly pledges have dwindled

to an unsufficient amount. ILf these conditions continue we will have
no other alternative than advise the Yiecesé about it in order
that a finael decigion may be taken since the prdperty belongs

to the Armenian Church of America, (This sugzestion was made

by ¥r, K.S. gregory)

On the other hand there could be still hope in case we could
find means of a radical change in the attitute of so wany.

Once again it was explained by older members of the Council to
rather new elected members about this whole affair regarding our
present dificulties and the way the Church and Community Center
wag formed., The facltess and rough attitude of a few members
of our orgzanization has coreated a riff between Armamanians +that is
Armenians wishing t0 have a Center and a Church, Armenians
for & Church only and Armenians and Allied for Center Only.

As regard the forthoeoming evening on the occasion of November 4
at the Warwick as wells all others regarding the same affair,

we should keep going on with owr efforts, In that respect

- we have to orde » imhidéXaitely about 500 tickets for admission
to the Banquet and as decided previously for an entrance fee off
$ 9.00 per persony
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Saint Georg; Armenian Church & Center

1111 BERING DRIVE T HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 210/5/67

Were present at this meeting Messrs. S.Saxenian,NrtonHagopian,
Jani Ohanien and Z.Kirksharien,

Messrs. K.8. Gregory,H.C.Bardoony.Mikg Sanjédlan were not able
to attend,

Due to the absence of many of the memb res it was decided to call

another meeting very shortly in view of go many outstanding

matters refering to the Anniversay affair,

It was decided to print also letters that will have to be sent

together with Bancuet tickets, Bancet tickets numbering from

1 to 100 were handed over to ¥r, Hagopian who accepted to &o his
best with out of town people, and also with some people he

would know personally. Tickets from 10l to 120 were t2ken also

with #¥r,.Saxeniaa.,

At our next meetin; we should remind Mr, Gregory about the
special letters that were to be mailed to Mr., Bardoony's friende
intforminz them about the double occasion we were celebrating that

day that is the Church Ammiversky and Mr, Bardoony's 90 th birthday,
We have received a check in the amount o6f $- 150,00 from

the HeAJVWelAe and an pporovriate letter of thanks will be forwarded
to them. Furthermore it was accepted thd the H.A.W.A. would have
the right to organize ewenings in our Center for the benefit of
our organizetion, froposed future ewents are Yctober 28,

Helloween party,infovember R967 card party etc., etcs

Our finencial situation due to the absenec of Y¥r .Greogry was not

discused but postpone to our next meeting. It was learned through

Mr, Gregory's secretary that our balasnce after payment of

the rortgage last month was again a very low of about 8 57,00,

As regard the payment of the morigage o September 1, it was

thet the payment was met Zonly because Meusrs. Saxenian,8regory
and Bardoony had made a special contribution to that effect, this
being o suggestion of My. Gregody that each one of them donate

$ 75,00, The Councll deeply appreciates this gesture end expresses
thelr thanks,

The meeting was adjurend, . { Q{J , |
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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF AUGUST 2,1967

Were present at this meeting Messras, Stephen Saxenian,

H.C Bardooony,Zaven Kirksharian,K,3, Gregory,Anton Hagopian
Yohannes Hekimian,Mike Sanjakian. Hr‘ Jant Ohanian was absent.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Gregory will try to take care of the question of the

taxes ralsed by the olty authorities, thie being still unsettled.
Also at our next meeiing or occasion we should get in touch

with Mr, Levon Harrison in regard to the Bingo affair that needs
to be organized and necessary equipment pro vided fory

I% was learned that our efforts concerning the collection of

the arrears from pledges had not been successful,Apart from some
minor donations nothing more conorete was achieved. A report

to that effect presented by Mrs.Shake Berberimn waes read,

We have some other arreare that we are trying to oo0llect,this
being less arduous conpidering that the members concerned this
time are more closely associated with our organization.

The question of fund raising is very important. We h-ve not been
abde to meet yet our financial obligations this month,concerning
the peyment of the mortgage snd other bills,It is hoped that
after collecting said pledges we will be in a position to do so.
A letter from the Houston Armenian Womens Associstion was
preaented to the attention of the Parish Council,In this letter

it is wequested that the Church picnic =srea be usged by this
Association on Bunday,S8eptember 24, at 1.00 P.M. Considering our
previous promises to this group, the Parish Council after

voting on this lssue accepted this request and an appropriate
letter was suggested t0 be mailed as an snewer.’he result of
the voting wam five in favor and two against. Mesers.Bardoony and
Sanjakian wvere only against,

It was suggested that another date was to be des ted for

e somehow similer affair to be org-nigzed by our ‘mdles group.
The date could net comncide with the other picnic since also becaw
se the lettex of the Womens Assoclation of Houston was addressed
earlier and the date of their request officially to us is

J“n& 30‘ 1967 *

Ag regard the sales of the tickets for the raffle and November
affair, we are not in a favorable position. Yur sales so far
have reached monly the am ount of approxiamtely 8 1,000,00 and

if thie trend continues we will not be able to meet our
obligntionay A promotion concerning the sales of more additional
tickets is the only solution. Parish council members promised

to seek individually for any means of achieving that goal,

The mneé¢ting was adjurned.
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MINUEIES OF THE PARISH CQUNCIL MEETING OF JUH3 1,1967

Were present at this meeting all members except Hbss#
Hekimian and Ohanian,

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and beﬂore being
approved the following correction was made. ™ Mr. Haggpian

is not against the idea of the raffle.He only would like to stres
that he opposes the expensive gifts and would havsvrathcr
preferred less expansgive ones.

Our financial situation wae reviewed and it was realizod that
the balamce of our parish council account had even dwindled
more. Our mohthly income as regards the donations redeived

to that purpose were very low,people having almost forgotten
about his., In order to remedy to this situation it wds

agreed that Mr.Hagopian would gag;oach Mrs. Shake -Berbemian
to persuade her to try to take of these deliquansm agcounts
on behalf of the Parish Council.A list to that effect will be
handled to Mr.Hagopian by the pecretary in time before the
departure of Mr, Hagopian for his summer vacation. |

The chairmesn advised that he and Mr. Bardoony had $alked to
His Grace the Bishop about the November 4 affair and (together
they had been successful in persuading him to be hsrd on that
occasion.The Bighop would be here probably either %husday

or Friday but he will have to leave eqrly Sunday, ;

The books of the treasuryof the Parigh Council were hanéed
toMr, K.B8. Gregory. Mr. Bardoony proposed to print ndw receipt
books as the old ones we have were found to be obadlete.

Mr, K.S. Gregory read the letter he had composed about the
raffle tickets to be sent to people out of State, and he was
congratulated about the pergect presentation of the opinion
and hopes of the Armenian Community, The said letter is goin g
to be printed after a proof is presented to us for gpproval,
names of the Parish Council members only to be added with

the letterheads p ;. joyter will be mailed together with

3 books of ticketas to the persons included in the ligt submitted
by ¥father Arakelian, As Mr.Hagopian was going to handle this
responsiblity, a way should be found in order to not idelay

this due +to the absence of the latter which will begin next
week and will last up to the month of August,

It was agreed that in the meantime Mr, Gregory will prepare also
a follow up letter to be mailed later to all those who vould mmk
have not answered our original letter,

A discussion arose about the subject of what people wrrc to

be authorized to be sponsors for the forthcoming firat Saturday
of the month gatherings.Although as recorded in our last
minutes of May 4,1967,this would mean “affairs should be sponso_
red by members of the community individually" thus implying
thet any armenian or allied could sponsor such event,this
resolution was contested by Messrs, Bardoony,Sanjakign and

Mrs. Sanjakian, Accordingly,it was decided the Parish Council
t//? / MM"'LW"L ( e é‘ € Geelecetrcny /
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woukd ultimately decide by a vote on this question.

As regards the purchase of the Mustang for our raffle, it

was suggested that we could get a real bargain price we
could approach the Public Relation Pepertment of the *ord Co.
It seems that other organizations in the past have had very
successful dealings to that effect for similar cases.

Mr, Leon Hayrison accepted to take care of the organization

of Bingo games for the center and prohised to present his
report the soonest pecesible about this question.

It was declided that the income from the sales of the raffle
tikkets should be denosited in a special bank account.

The chariman brought forth the question of the arrears in

city taxes as claimed by a letter that was read. Due to our
special status the “Yity recognized our exemption for 1966 and
on, but for the year 1965 and specially since the property

wes bbught onky on Yuly of that year, we were being charged for
an amount of approx. ¥ 250,00. On the other hand at the original
deal of the purchase of the property fromMr.Sweet, the latter
hed given us credit in the amount of § 175,00 ap disclosed by th-
Mhin Title Co of Houston and this was on a pro rate basis, This
question requiring some attention in order to get some kind

of reduction from city suthorities, Mr.Gregory accepted to take
care of this matter and do his best to that respect,

The meeting was adjurned, i
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Minutes of the Pariah Council meeting of May 4,1967

Were preseht at this meeting all*ambcﬁs of the Council except
Mesors. Hekimian and Ohanian. ’

The minutes of the previous meet were . read and approved.,

The financial situation was reviewgd,Our prewnt balance of the
Parish Council fund is $ 605.00 on other hand the
expensee we have to meet are for thé sam¢ amount. This situation
should be improved with some fund rdising activities and also
by going after our deliquants spcounis.Reminders could be sent

$0 all the people who have arrsear e Ladies Aueiliary who
joined later on our meeting are p;bbo‘ing o0 hold a gathering
Sunday May 21,We could send invitaftio nis. to all members of the
community advising them about thig evt n& whi will comprise

a get together with buffet dinner at $ 2.00 for adults and § 1.00
for children.We could designate this as en affair on the occasion
of the second anniversary of the purchage of the property.

In order to heve a continuous programof pctivitles, it was
decdded and agreed to organize an event ¢n permanent basis if
possible the first Saturday of each monyu at 5.0 P.M, and on,
During this time, we could try to have ghort educational program
followed by music dance and games. A gnack and coffee could be
served from which a smell income ¢ould be expected. These affairs
should be sponsyred by members of the community individually

and expenses reimbursged to themJ$n invitation to that effect

will be forwarded by mail,

The necessity of eliminsting the %hilding fund vas diacnaaod

and it was agreed to eliminate this and keep all our funds with
the Parich Council fund since the treasurer of the Parish Council
is Mr.Gregory who has accepted algo to do his Bt in that effect.
The books and accounts willbe"” ed over to him the soconest
possible,

The chairman annoucéd that he haa been guccessful in leasing

a hallat the Warwick Hotel for the forthcoming big event of the
first anniversayy 8f the Church conpecration,There are papers
gent by the Hotel describibg thq groposed arrangements.

Zhe present of the Primate to this gathering is very important
and Mr.Bardo ony will try to talk to the Bishop and try to
persusde him to be presnt at this affair,

The tickets of the raffle are being printed and assoon as these

ar%\aeady we are going to hold a special gaothering calling
everybody in the community thati can be of help. Mr Hagohian

who will handle the out of town,people promised his full support
although he opposes the idea, M¥. Yregory will take care of the
invitatiom to be sent to Mr,Bardoony's friends and also about

the letter 1o be composed apecialxy to that efrfedt., Letter

and lists of the mecmbers of the clergy and members of the various
parishes were handed over to Messrs.Grezory and Hagopian,

After starting the initial mové for thesales of the tickets

we have to make monthly epeciaL meetings to keep in touch with
our progres. ,

The meeting was adjurned.
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. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of April 6,1967
BT TEORGE ARMEMIAN CHURTH 2 CTNTER
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W HOUSTON, TEXAS 7/ULS except Mr.Chanian,
Were present at this meeting allParish Council members (From the newly appointed
members Mr. K.S.Gregory was also present.
The minutes of the previous meetings pere read and approved,
The chariman announced that Mr.Asbedian due to his studies after his regular
working hours will not be able to attend the Parish Council meetings.
The proposal of Mr, Saxenian,for the insurance of the Church items and
contents againat fire and burglary, was accepted. The amounts to be covered
are $ 1,000.00 for fire and same amount for burglary.
The H.A.W.A. have approached the Council for the use of the back building
and lot.This is in reference to their annual picnic which is organized
free of charge,the participants bringing their own fo0d and drinks.S8ince
this is not a fund raising activity,the Parish Council decided to grant
permission to their request for the last Sunday in May without charges,
In view of the importance in having at least one activity or &ffair per month,
the Parish Council will write to Mrs. Rejebian,the well known lecturer from
Lallas, to give a book review on the book the Armenian Church by Ormanian,
as sugpested by Mr, Gregory., We could alse approach Mrs. Berberian Shake
her sister.lie hope to get Mrs. Rejebian's approval #ince she had once offered her
services,This affair could be grranged for the latter part of April of
early May.After the lecture it willbe also appropriate to have a lighter
entertaincment program with recorded armenian folk music and dancing. No
admittance should be charged for this but we could later om initiate a volun_
tary donation movement,
As regards the most serious fund raising activities that we will have
as per suggcstions by Father Arakelian,Messrs. Stepmhen Saxenian and K.S. Grql
gory have accepted to be copchairmen of the project. This will consist
of a huge raffle with the proposed saule of 10,000 tickets valued at % 1,00 each
with first price a car,then a color T.V. and a rug.This will be drawn in
November during the visit of the Bishop on the occasion of the first anni_
versary of the dedication ceremonies.The success of this ruffle will depend
on the efforts of everybody, and specially, sale of tickets to the other
parished of the Diocese,roster of Armenians to kinvite next week for their
help in this matter,list of friends of Mr. Bardoony since the anniversary
will coincide with the 90 @ birthday,invitations to be sent to these friends
as well as other Armenians and sympathizers,letters to be sent by Mr. Hagopian
to out of town people,Mr. Gregory to write leéter of invitations in connection
with Mr. Bardoony's birthday,list from out of state donors to beobtained from
Father Arakelian,
Since we do not know yet about the arrangements concerning the banguet, we
shoudid wait until next week to take more definite action, Messrs., Stephen
Saxenian amd Yomhannes Hekimian are to get an ihterview with Mr, Mecom
during which time it will be decided if we could use the Warwick Hotel.
If successful we could annouce';h x the event will take place there and that
the price for the ticket per Elxgie will be $ 9,00 in ammociation with
the 90 years of age of Mr, Bardoony.
As regards the raffdd tickets we codld print these through a somebody we know
in order to have these if possible as a donation.These tickets could be 12
in one book.ivery Armenian in business should make his best to try to sell
as much as he can to people who are in contact mkk with him on business matters,

The meeting was adjurned,
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Minutes of the special meeting of March 27,1967

This meeting was held after Easter Sunday in order to review
all events relating to the Baster Affair and also about future
directives.

Under the presidency of Father Arakelian were present

Messrs. Stepvhen Saxenian,d. . Bardoony,X,S.Gregery, Yohannes
Hekimian,Mike Sanjskien,Jani Ohanien,Z.Eirksharian,

Mmee Rose Sanja:ian,Buma Hagoplen,Sona :i-irksharisn,Anna Harrison
Vanoush Ohanian.Were also preseni as guests,Mr.leon Harrison,
Mrs . .Hekimkan and Miss Tucetie Agassian,

Prior to the meeting,a deliclous meal prepsred by the Sanjakilans
was served to all present.

The proceeds from the Easter Affair totalled approximately

$ 400,00,Half of this amount came from donotions and the other
half from the buffet dinner tickets, The attendance wag less
than pevious such affairs and this congequently affected our
income. In trying to find oub the reasons about this,itwas
agreed that this was due 1o Baster celebrations in other churches,
and primarily that Easter being considered a family affair mapy
had stayed avay. A8 a remedy to our next Easter celebration, it
was suggested to held our services and banquet on the Eve of
Baster as customary in the traditions of the Armeriasn Church,
that is en a Saturday afternoon and sevening,

The Reverend aunouced the nomination of two new mebers to the
Parish Council t Messrs. K.8,uregory and Varoujan Asbedian,

Some recommendations of Father Leon have been as followst

A church reglstar for Baptisms and Marrisges.

Two eventis with church services per year, ot BEester and at the
congecratlion aniiversary. _
Bducational programsg primerily and enjoyment getherings after,
Films for educatilonal pumposes to be sent by New York amd

film showings.

bLgetures

Invitationg to other groups,for instance to the Brookshire peopie
or the H.A.¥V.Ag50C,

Baucational progfams to be Iree without admission but for movie
nights a small charge of 50 ¢

Une educational night per month,

Org-nize the Ba.k Hnll for benquets.,

Inventory bock of church items,

Lock all val able items.

A golden hookof gif+ts and donations for our records.

Since our eminent member My, H,', Bardoony has reached the

age of nin ety to velebrate his Lirthday at the szme as bdhee
snniversay of the consecration on November 5,1967.
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As regards the church items that have been already donated

Fether Levon will take care of these at his return to New York.
Mr, Leon Harrison has zlready bought and donated the chalice

with = value of § 250.00, Apart from his other donations,

Mr. X.9. Gregory is also donating a filling cabinet and also is
interested in obgaining two cymbals for the church services,

It wos learned that Mrs Seta Allen had talked to Pather Levon
about an ornamental bible that she will donate and that will be
brought into this country very shortly through her redatives from

abroad,

The importsnce of the pamphlets was again stressed. Mrs. dnna
Hgrrison accepted the task to prepare these for a begining

on a quarterly basis, She will take care of the preparation by
using every help and assissance she entitles to get from all other
members,

Father Arakelian left some educational booke, thevaleu of which

was not known. He will write us about this auestion on his return
to N.Y. and the money will then be forwsrded to him after asale,
Already some nmebers have taken o Pew of these bosks eond the price
will be communicated to them as soon as available,

The meeting was adjurned,
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Minutes of the special meeting of March 24,1967

This meeting prior to the EBaster Mess ceremonies weas held under
the presidency of Rev, Father Levon Aralelian. Were present
also apart from the Pather, Mr, Stephen Saxeniasn,K.€¢. Bardoony,
Anton Hagopian,Z.Xirksharian,Yohannes Hekimion,Mike Sanjakian
Janl Ohanian of the Parish Council, Also Mrs.Rhose Sanjal:ian
Bmma Hagopian,Anna Harrison,Sona Kirksharien,Vanoush Ohanian
Marie Tasian from the Ladies Ayxiliary. Weee also present as
cuests Messesz Leon Harrison & Dr,.&d Tasian.

The meeting started with the recitation of a prayer by Father Levon,
The minutes of the Parish Council and ladieg Auxiliary of their
previous meetings were read and approved,

The finaneial situstion wos reviewed.The Parish Council account
has a balance of 82 970.00,the Ladies Auciliary about $ 120.00
and the Bldg Fund abo.t $ 120,00. It was realized that we were
way behing in our collections of pledges and donations and we
should try to get more money from that reswzct,.

We should decide upon several forthcominz events to iry to raise
money. Next November for imtance,being the aniiverssry of the
date of consecration of the Church weculd be a good occasion to
accomplish some success.We could also write to the other pakishes
of the Diocese abd ask them about smme contribution, By giving
all the necessary advertisement and by campaining strongly this
could be a major event.For this purpose we should get a very nice
vlace like the Warwick Hotel and have the Church services in

our ﬁuj'mmg"m«mt: month ,duri April 24
' ng every Apr v bhing the Day of Martyrs
i, would be avpropriate o arrange it ReseigAs. iy WORIRAIMEY AR O e
this and find out about the means of organizing it. It was
sugcsested that seversl thosands of a value of one dollar each
should be sold, Firstprize a foreign car,or a color T«V.,

s rug or radlo,

It wa~ decided to meke the first Sunday of the mongg of November
each as the andivetsary date of the coneecration.Ad the provosed
banquet at the Warwick Hotel which is to be chosen,if Mr . Hekimian
who graciously accented te get in touch with Mr.Mecom for that
effect.succeeds,the price for the first consecration banquet
could be $ 15.00 for a couple,

It was suggested that we find and nominate an assistant treasurer
vhose job will be to help with our collecthons by either talking
to our delinquants accounts personslly or by telephone calls,

It was decided to incrense if possible the Pirish council by
two new members,since the participation of more people will be
more gdvantageous to our projefts,

Bemfore adjurning, the Father reviewed the preparations made
for the Church services and the buffet dinner for E aster Sunday.
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" YET. GEORGE AR!TMIAN CHURCH & CENTER
< - 1111 BERING DR.
- .7 HOUSTON, TEXAS 7702 ) \\\\\\\\\\\\
MINUTES OF THE PRRISH COUN%?L MEETING OF MARCH 2,1967

Were presert ot this meeting =2l]l members of the Parish Council

except Messr. Hogopian snd Hekimian. Was also present Mr.K.3.6regory.

The minutes of the previous parish icouncil meeting were read and

approved, S Co

Due to the forthcoming event of Ba f‘y it was guggested that we

check constuntly on the orogress of the construction of the patio

end the back building.This job should have top priority.

The importance of an appropriate sign £o» our Church and Center

was discussed, Mr. Ohanian has accepted tco take care of the

preperation of said sign with english lettering =Saint Geprge

Armenian Church & Center and armenian lettering Sourp Kevorl

Haiyastaniantz Hegheghestli.He will submit a drawing to begin with

and will later on use the boards for that prupose . that Mr,Sanjakian

h.as-

The Vartanantz event was reviewed and it was brought forth that

the evening was a successful one as regard the interest ol the people

who were present and also the fund raising matter which brought

o net income to our treasure in the amount of € 406.00. Az explained

end r-elized the contribution of Mr Hekimian has been a major point.

Our financial situation was reviewed and it was reported that our

belance in the perish council fund was $ 985,81,

the chearimen announced that he had been approeched by the H.X,W.A.

in answer to our letter to that organization dated Mersh 8,1966 and

in view of the present facilities and the regulations and the amount

of AQonations requested from them, 3 :

It was decideé that the use of the Jenter will be granted to these

Ladies monthly meeting. As far as the fund raising activitiecs of

this group is concerned, this is alasoc accsptéd brt under condition

that a resaobable donation be received, The dmount of this donation

is not £% determined and thig should not he&a set fee but vhatever

the H.A.W.A. £ind fair for the occasion. On ‘hese events the front

b ilding vhere the Chapel exists, kkmx could /be used {c¢r cultural

and rather seriocus gotherings, excluding thééserving of alcoholie

beverages,games and dances. On the otler haddy the Hell and the Patio

in the b-ck building csn be used on all accas%gns withent vegtrictions,

At any time, the kitchen facilities will be aWhilable Tor the ladies

group. It woul be wise that in the event of auj party, this group

get e cleasrance ahead of time in order that theye.shouldbe no

interference with the sctivities of the Church ‘and Center,

is regard the preparstions for the Easter Mags, the menu will comprise

chicken,"pilaff®,vegetable, salad,coffee, cakes.ilr. Sanjakian hsed

obtained = favomeble offer of .37+ ¢ for the chipcken and it was

agreed that he should erder 1U0 chickens, these 4o be cooked b

elther ourselves or a careteker,Mrs, neynaudﬁy§1$&he approacg for od
ublicity in the papers and an appropriasfe article will be prepar

zﬁetgat effezt. We Wigl?:aed again about 50“‘Aamtional chairs and som®

tsble thot we could rent for from Abbot Renttls as before,

The pamphlet and progrem sent by Father Arake} was very much

appreciated, We willmeil these about 2 weeks éfore Eacter.

X
S80me N
Dr. Tasien and Peter Horasanian willha&fhto
participation in the Mass. Already, the
for the Chueh have been donated, \

¢
gL

/B¢ dontected for their




. Parish Council meeting of March 2,1967"

( continued)
donated the Chalice valued at 3 250,00, Mr,.Gregory donated
the Hend Cross at ¢ 100,00 end he also donated the Book of
Armenian Folk songs valued at § 35.00 as per FathsraArakelisn letter,

Mr. Bardoony donated the Censer at § 150.00 amd Mr,S. Saxonian donated
the Lontern at $§ T75.00. .

®he meeting was adjurned and membersof the Parish “OJncil noved
into the next ro-m whore the “hoir Group was having rehearsals,
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MINUTES OF THEPARISH COUNCIL MEETING
OF JANUARY 5,1967

: : JRCH & CENTER
ORGE ARMENIAN CHUR
L 1111 o ;

L UR

HOUSTON, TEXAS 7702%

Were present at this meeting all memWBers of the Council,

The minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting of December
the 8th were read and approved.

Lo comply with the Internal Revenuse Service request about

the amendments to our Charter it weg decided to apply for
approval 1o the right suthorities in Texas for the mame to be
given to our organizetion in order to avoid confusion between
New York and Houston,That name has been decided as * Saint
Georze Aruenlan Church and center®

As recards the Financial situation el (FRRWYW WARenw, semeébegsory
will be asked to produce chieck book,cancelled checks and invoices
vaid for the year 1966 in order to enable us to prepare the
anrual report of our Parish.

The New Years Eve porty event hes brought an income of

$ 125,50 lese expenses $ 10.68 leaving a net of § 114.82. Of the
latter emount 407 vas ziven to the Imdies Auxilary,that is

the amount of & 46.,00. Thi: in accordance to the By Laws of

the Women's Guild of the Armenien Church.®Porthermore the articles
of how the income of the VWomen's Arxilary could be used or

kept were agsin read in order that every member of the Council
acouaints hingself.The Iadia who have a copy of their By-Laws
ghould also again read and understand the meaning of every
article so thet they conforim to the text,

As no expenditure is allowed without the approval of the

Payish Council,the Ladies shouldprepare e lict and estinate

of their needs as kitchenware snd plates and subnit for apvrovel,
Mr. Sanjakian having bsen lukewarm to this proposal which
incidentally was approved by all other members,Mr. Bardoony
accentd o see it that this wes carried on.ide will have thot
list and cestimate presented. It was understood th~t we sinould
alunys avold to make exnenges without the approval of the Council,
As regard the alternative that was presented by Mr,Sweet for the
anortization of the mortzage,the Parish council unanimously
nccepted the alternative of paying the amount of $ 5,000,00

to reduce the princlipal balance which willi be then for

$ 24,307.72. It was explained that in making a new loan after

the »ayment our payments up to the amortization completely

on the basgis of 222 monthe time & 190,00 will be § 42,180,00,

On the other by continuing with the present rate and conditions
the complete amortization will require approximately 13 + years
that is 162 months time § 216,00 for a total of only

$ 34,992.00, Therofore we =are going tc issuve check to Mr, Sweet
to that effect,

Our financial situatlion was reviewed.Our presnt balance of the
Parigh account is $ 6,198.69.Yrom this we will pay the

amount of $ 5,000,00 to Mr.Buest. Ye should try to raise more
money. It was explsined thut apart from the donations that were
not all received yet,our monthly donations of members and sym.,
pathizers are vay low at this moment. Mr. Hekimian,Chaiman of the
Stewardship Committee promised to make every effort in order

$0 remedy to this unfavorable situation.
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MINUTBS JANURRY 5 th,1966 (Continued )

Mr., Hekimian will approach every people with deliquantx accounts
ahd will do his best to have all interested to our orzanigation.
Hehopes to be able to present a favorable report in our next
meeting, Before owr monthly income from that source went down,

we were making approx. $ 200,00 monthly,unfortunately that amount
hag fallen down to half.

The chairman suggcsted that we should primerily found any other
source of income and it weoo suggested that the nemt event on_the
Calendar being St.Vartenentz an aporopriate gathering be held Yhat
occosion on Sunday February the 5th, We couldhave that evening

at 5.00 P,Me an afternocon gffair with the serving of coffee,tea
cookies,cokes etc. ete, and charze $§ 1.00 for admission with all
children free.The main part of the event will be a cultural one
stressin: the importonce of Vaortan Day and an aporopriste cultural
part chould be on the program.iMr. Ohanien willbe in charge of the
progvsm of the day as Chalrman of the Cultural Affeirs and it will
be vith cooperstion of the Social Affcoirs Chairman Mr, Senjakisn.
Hr. bBarddony will gtudy the pnssibiliity of having a play with
higtoriecnl coatumea,recitatigiggf poems, songs. stc,

This will be also a suitable 0 raise some more finds.Me Hekimian
will provide the 1tems that will permit us to organize a ruffle.
Mr Jdekimian will do bis best to procure seweral such itmes es

T.V, gset,food certificates from U To Tem,hnir dryer,bracelets froa
¥Wr, Bardoony =ond meny others. He will supervize the ssles of tickets
for thot purpose, Ve shiuld also try to procure bocks Irom
armenian newsgpapers in the natilon or our Diocese in New York

shout specirlly the Vertannntz part of the Armenian History,.

The maating was adjurned, "

Lonilel e rce—
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( #inutes December 8thy1966)
This event is going to take place mogtly in the back building
and itwas realized that vie were going tc neced that section
which should bo resdy the soonest possible, The cost of the
nlectrienl alterstions being approx. $ 225,00 was apnroved,
Mr, Sanjekian iscoing to take care of the sheet rocking of the
celling ot the back end and he will renort the cost before
giving the order, 1t was sugrcsted that the cost of sone curtains
would be nporoxe 50400 and alco an additionnl amount of ~bout
¢ 80,00 +1illbe necessnry for paiaiting, ‘he covering of the
boackpatio could be also done if in time with an approxinate
labor cost of 8 50.uU0 since we hnce alrendy bousht all the
needed mrterial, There vas a discussion about the floor uhich
at theo time is mede of tile, ™here wers sugrestions to carpet
allx the srea with carpet to be furnished by Mr, Bardoony and
pad and ingtalladon to be soppiied by Mr, Saxzenian, This sugzestion
wng not approved yet as there were some concern cbout the cnrpet
not bein- suitable for dancing and it could be soiled essily.
As re:srrd the furniture Tor thies section, it was sussested thot,
may be,if we could contact Mr. Hoves,a suitable arr ngement could
be reached,
dhe following itemes on the agends of the present meeting vere
not discusged due to lack of time., It is hoved thet these will
be agcin rcenembered at our next meeting.these are tAmendments
tobur Ch-rier = inctructions Internnl Revenue Service,” incuciel,
situntion of the Bldg Fund neccded Zfor ovr annusl report of the
Pﬂriﬂho
The neetingwas adjurned,
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J5T. GEORGE

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COQUNCIL MBETING OF December 8th,1966

Were present at this meeting all members of the Perish Council
except Mr, Joni Chanian who had excused himgelfs Yag also presmt
Mr. K. 8, Gregory, member of the Bldg Commiitee,

The minutes of the previous special meeting under the presidency
of His Grace were recd and zpproved,

The need of a bulletin boasrd was agsin emphasized in order to use
this without delay,by & listing of assignements regarding every
member's services,

The Bldg committee is to take care of sign to bekrected with

the name as aprroved by Serpazan Hayr " Baint Geéorge Armenien Church
and Center " in English and 8%, George Armenian Church in smaller
characters in ermenian,

As rezard the ™ no smoking signe" in the area of the cChapel, this
could be explsined differently in thefr meaning and interpyratation
and eccordingly slthough we will enforce this prohibition it was
not egreed thot the vregence of these signs will reinforce this
positions

Our financial situation was reviewwxed after the fund raising

of the consecration ceremonies, All pledges wers not made with

the condition thot paymenis should be made immedirtRdy and accordingly
we hed not remched a quota that will allow us to make a paymst
for the amortization of the loan on the properiy as sugzested in
our orevious meeting. Mr. Hagopisu provosed that the amount to
that effect be limited 0 8§ 5,000,00., This motion was seconded

and approved by voting ¢ 2ll in fsvor with one abstention of

¥r Bardoony. We are going %o get in touch with My, Sweet about
the necegsary arrangements about the principalgthe bslance left,
4f need be with the Mein Title Co.,in order to study the best way
0 make a profitable deal, and report to the Parish Council before
final deocision,

The expensce incurred for the Buffet Dinner and the alteration
were presented by Mr, Sanjakiane ‘hese were approved and a check
in the amount of $ 463.27 was issued representing disburasement

of cost of nmaterial,labor,cutiing of grass,reimbursement of loans,
food for the dinners(less donatbns by Mr, Berdomy) ’
The Yew Yeur's Bve affair will be organized by the Indiss Auxilery
with the cooperation of every individusl these ladieg will like

to approach in order to not overburden a few persons,ihe price was
declded ns follovwse § 3.00 for adulis $ 160 for teenagers and under
12 vears old free of charge,lt was agreed that a cold buffet would
be most approvriste«ilso we could have music and some games,

(i;i Pt v m. { to be continued)
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Were present at this meeting all members of the “ouncil excepkp
Mr, Azadian,

The minutes of the previous meeting and the letter of the

Serpazan Hayre were read, , ,

The questionnof the alerations of the back bdbuilddng were
digoussed and it was accepted that although there had been
siggestions on our previous meeting for such a project no definite
resolution was taken to carry out this plan, These alterations
have already been given priority without any agreement on the
financial question. The Council had not discussed this and nothing
was brought forth to its atiention to that effect.Accordingly
according to the Chairmen the cost 1s to be paid by Hessres
Bardoony and Sanjekian.Although sccording to Mr, Bardoony he

was under the impression that the Bldg Committee had an approval
to go ahead,this may be to a misumderstonding,Mr, Bardoony

would accept to pay for the cost. (ur financisl zituation at this
moment wes reviewed again shortly and it wae realized that we were
not abl to raise the necessary funds for our monthly loan paymenta
Therefore,ws should try to save before opening new expensive
projects. A discussion erupted between the Chairman and Mr.Sanjalkian
about the reasons that brought this difficult situation on our
finances in whichylater on, took nart also Mr, Hextkimian,

As regard the visit of the Serpazan Hayre it was agreed to make
reservations in due time at the Shamrock Hilton,this hotel
providing better accomodations and service,

Mr, Hogopian sugsested that we eapproach the Prelate about a person
from our Diocese,retired,in order that no expenses will be involved,
to take care of the promotion movement of our organization. The
present situstion among Armeniens of our Community is very bad.

It could be that by the help of such a person we ocould bring again
many people interested in our projects.

Meassrs, Hagoplan and Bardoony g-ve their report of their effort

to obtain from Mr, Sam Har:ison his acceptance of the position

of Godfather of the Church.Mr, Harrison said he would consider that’
the impression he left was that he would not mske a large donation,
The following decisions were &aken regarding the forthcoming
ceremonieg.Chockif an auction sanle during the Buffet Dinner would
be advisable,Mr.Brordoony is to provide with a few itehs in that
respect.The cost of the food to be prepared by the Ladies will be
reimbursed,%s will rent an additional 100 cheirs through the Firm
fosenbloom on West Gray,this Firm known to Or.Bardoony who will
neke reservations,The clemning of the Church thoroughly a few days
before the conpecration,VWe are =2lso to approach a sultable person
wvho might take a color movie on voluntary basis all expensee to be
paid,

Before adjurning the Council decided to invite all new comers

to0 the Church Bldg the following Thursday in order to stimulate
among these people their interest in our projects.All members
promised to meke their best to attend.The ladies are to served
refreshments,
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Minutes of Special meeting of Getober X3,1966

In viev of the forthooming events concerning the visit of the
R$.Rev. Bishop Torcom Manoogian and the consecration of the Chapel
this meeting consisted of a general one to which w ere invited the
Parish Council,Buildin: “ommittee and the Ladies Guild,

Were present Messr. Baxenian,Hagopian,8anjakian,firkgharian
and Mrs, Hagopian,Sanjakian,Anahid Harrison,¥as also present
a8 a guest Mr, Leon Harrieon.
Letter from the Primate dated October the 4th was read inwhich we
were being advised of the forthcoming visit of Bishkp Manoogian
ahd some arrangements he was sufgesting,
%6 comply with the Primatdsvisit it was decided to loof for s
fulitable hall to rent for that occasion where we could hold our
banquet,ihis should be near to the Church Bldg for more conveniency,
The consecrstion of the Chape 1 and the subsequent ceremony
could be hold in the Church provided that everythince was made
ready for that day, that is Sunday November the 27th,
The details concerning the menu of the banquet was decided
and this will consist of armenian specialties although there
were some suggestions that we buy the food from a catering service
in case we could not pgepare that part ourselves, The menu,
therefore, which will prepared by the help of the ladies of
our community will censist of "kofta","sarma”,"pilaff®, beane,
cakes and refreshments. The price to be charged for the dinner
was decided § 4,00 for adults and 81,50 for children,age 68 to 12,
It is hoped that the turn out for this event will be approx.
200 peoples ¥We will need about 100 more chairs in addition to what
we already heve,These could be rented for the occasion,
4n discussing the attendance thai could be expected, it wes again
remarked that probably mmmy Armeniang that do not beléng to
the Armenian Church would refuse to attend and could turn down
our invitationa, This was something we have t$ox recognize since
we have not been able to satisiy the aspirations of this group
of people, This has also influenced very badly our income and
up %o now there is approxximately & sum of $ 450,00 in arrears
from pledges from these psople that hawve been suspended,
Although meny of this gourp are to be blamed for their past unwise
attitude,as recorded in our minutes, members of our own group
as oxplained by the Chairman are also to beblamed for not having
at the time the foresight and tactfulness +that would have prevented th
gﬁaaant situation which is complete disunity among Armenians,

is was also agoinet the original instructions of Archbishop
8ion for a Community “enter and the Chapel. therefore the Chairman
is of the opinion that the responsibles are Messrs.Bardoony
& Sanjakisn and Mrs, Sanjakian and consequently they should take care
of question of raising funds for the monthly installments., At least
they should pay for the diffcrence. Mrs, Sanjakian offered to toke
care with Mr,Bardoony of the deficit that is at the moment $ 100,00

er month,

» *he Bldg Committee suggested to meke alteration
in thg rear building in order to make place for a future Center or .
BAilassels oeveed, bo ep along vith tha projest 1f, fymds were obtaibe
A
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of June 3,1966

RMTNIAN CHURCH & CENTER
I, OEORCE Ai . _KING DR.
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

All members of the Parish Ceupcil were present at this meoting.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read,

Our financial situation and bamk acecounts were discussed amd it was found

that the balances of our accoumts were very lew at this moment, Our income

had suffered by delinguant accounts and also beeause we had noet been able

to erganize any find raising activity in the meantime.

As regards our deliquant acceunts it was again suggested that we delégate
authority to Mr, Bedevian,in case £f he would accept,in erder that he ecould
approach certain members and remind them of their arrears.

A proposal was also made for the organization of a pic nic pariy with the
cooperation of the Ladies Auxilary as soon as these Ladies could make the
arrangements,

The question of the cutting ef the grass of the property was finally arranged,
We had final offer of $ 200,00 to Mr.Sweet and this had been accepted.Already
the Council members noted with pleasure that the tractor had been wsed and

all the grass cut in a neat way. This had necessitated the hiring of some help
to operate the tracter,this first time the grass being quite high, and the
expenses for this had been taken care ef by the Building Committee as well

as seme other miscellanious expenses, To express our appreciation to Mr.Sweet
for his acceptance, we will sent letter of thanks also explaining that the
amount of the sale will be settled by installments. Letter of thanks should

be also sent te other peeple,like Gee Valian, whe are contributing by miing
different gifts.

The Chairman read letter of Father Arakelian advising us about the consecration
of the Church and the date effered which is November 8, Also in this letter
the Faber had mentioned a list of items that will be needed for the dedication
of the Chureh and afterwards. The Chairman 4ias,therefors, going te answer

to this letter accepting the prepesed date and at the same time ask about

a price list of the Church items in erder that members of eur commmity coeuld
contrihpute to that effest, )

As regard the dedication of the Chureh and alse because Father Arakelian was
specific about the godfather custom and precedure that would bring some sert

of contribution to the Church, a committee was formed by Measrs. Hagepian
and Bardoony.These members of the Couneil will find the right time and appreach
to Np, Sam Harrisem and try to persuade him on the usumal centribution expéeded
in a case cemprising the name te be givea the Church.This will be St, George

in memory of his father, It is hoped that some good results will be achieved
but without imposing teo forcidbly om Mr. Sam Harrisen,

The name of St George weuld serve alse other useful pmrpose that is a name

for our Chureh that weuld differentiate and identify ewr Houston Parish from
the New York Diocese. This will be in compliance with the request of the Internal
Revenue Service to introduce mmnndments to our articles of incerporation in
erder to aveid any confmsien between Armenian Church ef America,New Yerk

and Armenian Church of America as per our Charter,

As regard the formatien eof the Ladies Auxilary, the Parish Council approves
the procedure that took place on that occasion as per letter st the Ladies
Auxilary bad addressed te the Chairman of the Parish Council explaining that
procedure and the election of the executive efficers.

The meeting was adjurned..

2‘/@/%4“%




~e /\,RMENMN CHURCH & CENTER
111 u_.HI\ LR

ET: Gt
Minutes of the Pariii"¥elRé11 Feeting of May5,1966.

Woere proczent ot the said meeting all members of Parish Council

~except Mr, Azadian who had excused himeelf,

Te delinquent accounts were examined and it was prdpheed that
we could f£ind a way more effective than gending sy mail reminders
t0 people who were not paying their pledges. The chairman
propoged that msy be he could persuade Mr. Jacques Bedevian to
make pormonal contacts 1n thot effect. The total amount ofthe

said d2lincusnt accounts amounst so far to cpprox. $ 300,00,
Mr, Bavdoony explained that due to his illness and also his being
busy he hod not found time to take oare of the assignementis
eoncerning the parties that were to ®given in the Church Bldg
" a8 welcomins comumittee and also sg fund raising activities.

The cutting of the grass wes discussed and it was sug-ested by the
Chairmen that this matier would represent annually =2 lump sur of

8 150,00 and for that rcason it would be perhans betiter if
ve could buy the estting tractor of Ir Sweet but with a recsohable
price.A meximum of ¥ 150,00 -as suguested asour offer.Mr. Senjakian
was given the authority to conssot Mr.Sweet and make arrangemnnta
to the best of our interests, and report to the Parish Council.

The situation of our difierent projects was discussed after the
withdraval of the support of the all the armenisn community afder
some very unhapgy decisions snd differences o0f opinlon.The
important Ffactar,it was forgotten all this time ,was to0 drow

- closer evaery nember of the community and wnfortunstely the
opposite teok pluoes We should show more leniency and liberalism
in our reports withevery one concerned in order to succeed in
brinsing everybody intercsted again in our ppojects and let +thenm
. forget about the differences of the past,

We ghould find a way of having people interested right avay

with our Church and Center.Many months and o2lmost years have gone by
without initinting eme permamnent formg of activities, Now

that the dedication of the Church has heen podtponed for several
monthg, we should at least begin in the meantime by having

gpocial gatherings ot least on Baturdaym evenings and Sunday

noons nnd afzternoons,in order that every people could come

and enjoy our facilities,

The chairmen announces that he had been approached by Mrs, Rose
Sanjakian sbout the formation of the lLadies Auxilary.We all think
that thAs group will be very useful for every kind of support

for our orgenization,.The council aggeed that the formation of
thie group should be encouraged the soonest possiible and that
above all 1t should formed according to the By Iews of our Churchs
The chadkrmen accepted to de present at a meeting that some
candidates of ladies Auxilary were to hold at Mys.Hagopian's
residence the following Saturday and plan the right procedure

t0 adopt for that occasiom as regards the nomination of the
executive offivers, Ap soon as we had the Auxilary formed we should
immedietely plan some fund raising activities 28 dinner partiee
and - 0‘“102‘50

The maeting was ad ursed untilm next month ggbziziézzgfiéggi__/
circumstances wo demand ,; < LS

o
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Minutes of the ParishCouncil meeting of April 7,1966

Were present at the meeting all members of the Parish Council,

Mr. Jacques Bedevian was also invited to attend this meeting
and gave at this oacasion a full report of the vrogress of the
Choir committee. Several of the meetings of the sald committiee
were sl ready held and mintes of their sotivities were submitted
to the Psrish Council as per copies of these mintes that were
handed over, The Parish Council app eclated the efforts of
Mr., Bedevian as wells as all the members of th: dhoir and
er-ressed the wish that we will have in our community very shorfly
a group %o be nroud of and whicha# the same time will +try
to level off any difference of opinion smong ite members,
Per example more choir practice and less emphasis on detziled
routine matters, The proposal of the acuuilsition of an organ
for the choir vasg sugiested but did not meet with a warm response
for the time beings
The propnesl of cultural activities was received with much
anvroval and appreciation also because this program islargely
encouraged and practiced in every other church community in
the nation and was also recommuded by the Primate during his last
vieits The Arachanor$ had suggested that these activiiies which
will comprise musicaljtheatrical and other festivities ©be heRkd
afterverds when we will be in posifon and after the blessing o
the church, ,
The chairman asked from every committee chairman that a complete
record of their sotivites be handed to the Parish Ccuncilin the
form of a copy of thelr minkes of meeting, Me.Bardocny who
had 2 copy of minutes of the last meeting of the Bldg Committee
hand it over to the seciatary who read it for the benfit of the
Parish Council members,
The delinquent accounts will be again examined in our nemt
necting due to the faocts that our funds are dimiding without
too many contributionsy
Mr, Bardoony upén the request of the Chairman accepted to head
our welecoming committee whose task will be to honor and invite
new commers in our community by epecial events, Mr. Bardoony .
was siven authority to spproach members of his choice for the
formation of his welcoming committee, Mr. Bardoony advised that
he was slrecady planning in having such an affaixr for the firss
Igénday after Baster,

our nexi meet we will :
of our monthly pi:ghlet: thigagzigéso imggﬁigztag:g:o:h:npublicatioz
contmt with the armenian cmity as Whﬁla,' ' our

. make an im
concerning the forthcoming ceremonies for the bleggizzngtgzzision

dtter in that effect from

N oden b affalr we had bett
poatpone this until the later etter |
- : : rart of Se

not prepared to make this and not ready g::?hgizwghwgra pafortunately

accepted to either write or makfigflthpnuo ggéi in that nt!edt@‘
(/ 3 : ; . |
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Minutes of the rwm“%éﬁmﬁ?m of March 3,1966

Yere prntni af this meeting all uembers of the .?ars,ph Council.

The minutesof the wu&o\u meeting of Febyruary 12 vere read.
dcoording to the wish of the Primate these minutes had bdeen sent
40 him Tor his approval and it was the copy bearing his
signature that was read. The Primate had suggested that ¢his
document be kept for any ruttmnn in thi® future as regards
any misunderstanding. N

The formation of the Iadies Auxilary is being slightly delayed due
to the #act that we have not rmm yet the By laws of thess
Auxilary and also because Futher Leven has advised that these

are in the mail with other documsnissAs socn as these villbe

in hand we villhave Yo take necesshry decisions for the
organization #f the Iadies . . in order to use our

ladies efforts for the common Mehn

The w explained that he ﬁmn together with

Mr. snian the previocus night a meeting of theH.AW.A,

He had explained to them vhat had been the resolutions of

owr meeting with the Primate, These ladies had been disappointed
with the decisions.They hed said ‘that they had always volunteered
to help and had though$ ﬂut u that respect their mar could
have been ucoupmg. ;

As regmrd their amtr:l.bntm »a:ﬁ.

the fellowing motion was put o vole.The H.A.W.A, are allowed

%0 use the community center tax'z their monthly meetings for

un undtermined period of time during which time the Parish

Oounoil will congider their donations receivedfor that effect.
This motkon ves sccepted by 6 _atn against one or rather

an abstention of Mr, Sanjakism,

Purthermore,the chairman having Mun asied that sur deocision
bcknmta them by letter,thé lmmun asked to write

- 40 them.All members a,pprﬂb& ¢ contents of the proposed letter
which should be as followms I+t slic mention the ebove decision,

their meetings should be m politd and non religious,

according to the By laws of thm&h Bo drinkingnor gambling,

the Parish Counoil aheuld,@c $ified in advance in order

t0 open up the pleos for ir mthly meetings, a reasonabdle

time if 4t 4s for a special gathering to avoid any interference

with several religious rm: of dle Church,they could use

the name of the Church f all'\procesds of the plmned

activity are for the Chuyeh t¥egsurp,a reasonsble rental or

donation will be perceiyed if ihe proceeds go their group dus

in that case no name thmﬁhuy 2ld be mentiomed.

of the Church muxm

Mdpoouuy the Gom .
place and not any other pe v
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Nimites of the Parish Copnoil %T%IR? (continued)

m .

The chairman sdvised that Mr. Jack Bedevian had asked to
organise the church choir and that he also had requested that
an approval be mailed %0 him in the fomm of a Mter.It was
decided to go along with that request specially that we shall
be needing very shorily such a group in the ferthooming
blessing ermwwnc Arschnort . Mr Bedevian could use
the Church together with members of the cheiyr and as regard
the selection of the eaid choir he wo.1ld be allowed to0 cheose
such persons as he sees fit and regardless of denominations.

The secresary suzgested and this was approved that we should
form & welooming cemmittes vhose task will be o erganise

in the Church Bldg special receptiens in honor of Rswconers

in our c-mv;.m wou).d help all newcomers to get

acquainted with other present members ef the commmity and apars
from the feeling ef frinedliness conveyed on them,they
cmkmwumtmummmmchwmm.nm
Communidy as a vhole.

Istter & ciroular aomommu the donations and pledges we
are receiving as regards owr expression of thankfuiness should
be prepared the soonest possible.¥We are already quite hhyd
in that respect,both for the Parish Acoount as wells as the

Bldg Accounty

We ghould also begim to collect the Churhh yearly duss that
are,apart from all ether es,fox the amount of § 11.00,
a8 a minimum snly.as menti by the Primate in Aisg last viuw

The Rldg ce?.::tg :::nﬁ alv:{n peopose to the Parish Council

any new pro teration program,As regard new

alteration of the kitchen seoction vhichsm amoun® to apprex.

$ 100,00 the Bldg Cammitte gould go aleng.Neverthless we shoulg
ummanmtpmw- complete removal of the kitchen

:ttuiz tovard the w t{ room, thus to avoid Ef charges are

no% teemmimmt 00.00 awmwuthmu@

Our financisl situation isvery lov at the mement and we should
send reminders to all deliquent gesounts.Also & fund raising
affair was planned.As suggested by Mr, Bardoomy an auotion sale
to be arranged mometime in April,.This being befors the proposed
official visit of the Arachnort and due to lack of time,we
decided to have this affair at the same time,that is during

the visit of the Primate, We ocould decide very probably the
wekk end of May the 84h for that w Ingtead of having s
Churgh Service somswhere else,ve preferably had that in
our Bl4j whioch will be consscrated slready and ss for the bangquet
it would be wise to reant a sultable place to accomadate all the
persons,s huge crewd it is hoped;The Parish Oouncil designated
s comnittes formed by Messrs.Bapdoony and Kirkyssharisn to make
all efforte <for this :mrpon.m give all recommendations

to the Parish Council,

The mesting was adjurmed and it was mgum that ve eisher
hold another mesting(special) or communicate ameng ourselves

for any W dut to the terthcm activities?
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF FEHER. 12,1966

This meeting was held on the occasion of the presence of His Grace
Archbishop Sion Manookian who had come for a shert wisit to be
acquainted with the progress and situation of the armenian community
in Houston, Texas,

The Parish Council in Houston as well as several members of our
community deeply appreciated shis occasion andi expressed their
thankfulness to His @race,

The meeting was opened with s prayer by Serpaszan Hayre. Were present
at the sald meeting undexr the presidency of Serpazan Hayre,Pather
Levon Arakelian who had accopanied the Primate from New York,%the
Chairman of the Parish Council Mr, Stephen Saxenisn, and all other
members of the “ouncil except Mr.Hekimien who was aut of town,
Serpasan Hayre congratulated the Armenlan Commnity in Houston for the
very good efforts,making possible the establishment of the first
Armenian Church, with the help of Pather Levon. Serpaszan expressed the
wish that he will be able in the near future to come to Houston again,
officially this time,for the bleasing and consecration of our Church.
He also announced that the following day there will be a 8t Vartanants
Church service and ceremony at 2,00 P.M,

. The floor was given %0 Father Levon who praised every member of the
Perieh Council for their efforts. He said he was looking forward for
the day when we shall bless our Church,thus reaching our goal,.

An appropriate dete which will be convenient for Serpasan Hayre

was sugzested es first part ofthe month of May,

Mr, Saxenisn announced his resignation in confirmation of the previocus
letter to that effeot he hed gent to the K.Y, Diocese, He complained
about the continuocus obasruction he was encountering by Mr. Bardoony
and Mr, Sanjakian,BSomsbady else shouldd be given the chance of ssauming
the responsabilities for the ultimate succes of our projectis,Nevertheless
he pledgelhis support to the Church regardless of his resignation,
Serpazan Hayre said he was studying the case and had not taken

any decision about mccepting this resignation and that he would ask

Mr, Saxenisn to reconsider this question bearing in mind that he would
not like to force on any one any deoision,It is Serpasan Hayre's wish
that Mr, Saxenian withdraws his resignation, This motion was seconded
by Mr, Hogopien,izadisn,Kirkyasharian and Bardoony, (Mr, Mike Banjakiasn
wes abgsent at that moment,having left for his job),

Serpazan Hayre had inquired about our financial a.tmtion. Due to the
absence of the secretary,Mr,Kirkyssharien,who joined the meeting

vhen in progress, no definite figuree were available,Serpazan recommen
ded that we do our beat to pay off the mortgage in 10 ysars, We should
organize o new systemsmore effective, to raise funds by membership
dues and pledges.

. . (continued)
D [l ndnbloncawin
<
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{Minutes Parish Council meeting Pebr.12,1966 - ocontinued)

Mr, Hagoplan was thanked for his good work in ocur pledge campain,
Difforence of opinion were discussed about the direction to be

given to the general management of our organization,There was

without doubt s misinterpration of our rules and regulations ¢that
should be avoided on the futre.derpazan Hayre recommended that we

g0 along the By«Iaws.Any deviation from these riules oould ¥m,as

at present, lead to misunderstandings.We co:ld if necessary deviate
very slightly but under no circumstances on major issues, In the case
of our electons,for instance,no changes should have been made, It

was due to the proteat received by thedArachnortaran,that the Primate
hed come to investigate and find a solution if possible to our
problem.Serpazan Hayre said that jhese elections were premature

and should be considered void due ¥heir illegnlity.The whole procedure
should be stopped until such time as the Primete mecs suitadble Lor
elections.In the meantime we could continue as before to take care

of our dutiessOnly persons baptigzed in the Armenien Church,as per

our Church By-laws,have the right to participete in these electhons
either by casting their vote or being elected i The Primate reserves

the right to nominate any person that he sees capable of helping

the Church after having him recommended to the attention of our
community. The Primste explained that the circular containing imstructems
to carry ocut elections was sent to us by misteke and that he was

not aware of thise

It hos been the wish of His Grace that the name to be given to our
orgenization be " Armonian Church and Community Center®.This should
be the final sayinz on this questionin the best interests of the Church
and this message,inocidentally,was conveyed to the Parish Council

in nis letter of June 1964 nominating the members of th: present
Parish Council.Mr. Bardoony having reised an objection,it was emplained
40 him that by commnity center it is meant that the center belongs

to the Church and not to any other group of persons and that,furtermore,
it is under the jurisdictionof the Parish Council and ultimately

the New York Piocese.Ye could,later on,when slterations and suitable
congtructions are build, name it cultural center.,For the time being,
clexrgymen of other denominntions would be welcome as guestms only

and should not,specially,be allowed to religious propaganda;

A8 regard the use of the Ohurch facilities or commmity ocenter,these
could be used also by"secular” groups as the Houston Armenian
Vomens Association for instance,but not the Chapef and alwaye under
the provisions of the By-laws and rules and regulations, Serpazan Hayre
explained that officially ne alooholic beverages and gambling are
alloved s Thess secular groups could rent our halls according to
prices o be fixed by hte Parish Council. As regard the H.A.W.A,

in partiocular,we oould allow the use g%?rch Nldg, for their
monthly meetinge provided reasonable r els are paid.They could
rent also when organizing a public gathering and if the total proceeds
are not for the Church,the neme of the Armenian Church should not

be uged nor me 1 in order to make it clear to the general publio

C? :/L//én =% S =
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(Mixatses Parish Council meedting Pebwr,12,1966 - continued)

that the procesds are for their owma e On the other hand the name

of the Churech sheuld be nentioned on m provesds go dirveotly

% the Church,;The Parish Coumeil sh decide on the best profitadd

way for the Churoh Sreamuyy,

nrnnn mumatmmﬂmmmamm
of the Armanian Church whish is vith any

wmm and AR o enne Nae proved vew am‘

ethar raenian Chureh omemunity in the nation;: Theoe

be edther Saptised i be the vifes of Armenisns,alss baptised in the

Armenian Ohurch,.¥e should ges from the N.Y. Dicoene the By-laws

specinlly designed for mmmnm«mmm

$0 mel) this %0 us the secmest pessibls;Further yécommendatons

Serpasen Hayxe have besn 40 organise & Chapter of A«CuYOuhe,

. & Suniday Psveohial schosl, a OCultural Cemnter,

To sum up Shese resolutions and ingtruotions His Grace emphasised

sgainon the Lfollewingi

A = Jo truly Aremian Center ¢sn exiss snd prospor withous the

morel and apiritual suppoert of the Ohursh, Thersfors the right
name to choose for our ocrganisation should b * Armenian Chureh
and Community Contew."

3 = The elections mmmmummwmwm
and sre pastponsd fer a suitadble date in the future,

0 « Only persons baptised in the Armenism Church,or wifes of
Arvmenians ba in the Armeniamn Churoh, have the right to
vote or be 3 | .ﬁummwwcmw.

a-tmummm Aaxilary,

Qmmm of the m.na.:..m Sahool and Cultural Acsivity
*

mmuammmemnmmmamuwm

sins given hy the Arochnors and promised %0 g0 along as much as they
oould acoording %0 his directives, '

The mesting was sdjurned with a prayer by Serpasan Hayre.
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u.tnutu of the Parish Ommc:u moeeting of

February 3,1966,

Were present at this regular meeting all members exceps
Mr, Stphen Baxenian and Hy, Azadian,

The seoretady read & letter addressed to the #rchbishop by

the Chairman,Mr. Stephen Saxenian. In this leSter Mr. Saxenisn
was presenting his resignation due to numerous complaints abeus
some mebers of the community.

In view of the differsnces of opiniom that kecp growing even
stronger, it was sugzested that a nev Parish Coumeil coudd be
formed, ihia would be most appropriate considering the
forthooming vieis te Houston of the Primmste who will be also
acoompanied in his trip by Father levon, Ho final decidon was
reached on khis subject.

The secregary suggested that all members resign together and let
the Primate km form a new “ouncil, thus giving the occasion

to those who would like to follow sul$ in regard the resignation
of the Chairman t0 do se. The gecretary said he was resdy to resip
but no other member present followed the cxampl..

A fierce discussion erupted bstween Mr, Sanjakian and ¥r,Hekimian
about the legality of some at our decisions and the attituﬁc

of some people towexrds the Church and respect due to the Chuvh,

No definite resolution,nor docision couldbe taken due to tthe facs
that the mebers were confronted with 2 major events 1 the
fortheo visit of the Primate and the resignetion of the
Choirman, 411 matters of imporiance wers accordingly left until
thearrival of the Primate.

It was noted in the meantime that the Bldg Committes had also
altered the bath struc&nra of the bldg without some of the
members of the Parish Youncll knowing about i%,

The meeting was adjuresd with the hope that the rrimate
will be able to find a solution to our difficulties,

% poenBollorcoinr
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Were present all members of the Parish Council except Mr, Azadian,

Mr. Sam Harrison was also present,as honorary chairman, and had expressed
the wish to learn about our progress with the task that had been
essigned to the Parish Council.He had learned about some difficulties and
difference of opinion about Parish Council members and he had taken

the opportunity to express his views and at the same time to try and

see about the possiblity of having all members work in unisson. In his
opinion the donation he has made was primarily for the Armenian Church
but at the same time also he had been interested in the project of having
a gathering place for all armenians regardless of denominations, He was
certain that we could bave such gatherings or parties that would not
interfere with the dignity and reputation of the place.

It was learned that Father Arakelian had written about the Diocese's

advice on the following. The name to be given to the Church,that is St George,m
had been approved by the Archbishop and aleso that an alter had been

already shipped by New York for the use of our Chapel,

The use of the Church Bldg facilities was again discussed in regards

to considering these as only a Church or at the same time a Chureh

and an Armenian Center, It was agreed that there would be nething wrong
in having such gatherings that the one we just had for the benefit of
the Bldg committee on the occasion of the New Year,

It was leanfted that the last ©above mentioned event was very succesasul
and had brought a profit of about & 735,00 and that the amousk was
handed over to the treasurer of the Bidg Committee to be deposited

at the Barﬂ&-

The chairman advised the Council that gccording to instructions from
the New York Diocess , we should have elections for the reelection or
election of the Parish Coumcil. It was agreed that these elections,
beginning with the preliminary,that comprises the nominating committes,
should be held the soonest possible.

As regards the alterations in the building,for the Chapel, these

have been taken care of and almest completed on the basis of our

previous resolutions. The expenses for this part of the job have

reached the amount of $ 560,00,more than what we bad first anticipated.
Neverthless considering the usefulness of this plan we are also interested
in having additional alterations in order to increase scme area.
Consequently the Building Committee was asked to get again some estimates
'in order that we could atudy about the pessibility.

The meeting was adjurned until our next regular meeting.
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idiautes of the Parishmﬁﬁﬁﬁéff”mee%ing of December 2,1965

(continued)

to pay personally,as a try, for = period of 6 nonths for the

above monthly rayments to cover for the difference, He nlso

ofiered to buy sone nortable chamirs for the Churcch building and

for allnev forms we might need.

As a Tund roising projec,ths Parish Council zgreed in having

a Buffet held on January 2,1G66 st L.00 P, AL the sume time 11
efforts for vhe success of the maffle wihich comnrise a jpersian rug,this
offered by Mr Bardoony, snd two other secondary priczs,should be made Bor
its success. The nrice of each ticket will be $ 1L.00 or 12 tickets

for $ 10,00sThe winning prices will be dravn thet ssnme daye.

The Forn~tion of the auxillsry comrittee for worent of the Church

ves ooroin discussed but without any final decisioneThe chairmanu%axéf
suscested the formation of difilevent grours of Iadies Auxillary

whe should be asgsizned verious snd difrerent work.

The meeting was adjurned until our next re,ul-r meeting or an earlier
one if the circumstances would demand,

Cd . tondilioreo™

¢
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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of December 2,1965
st the Ch.rch Bldg.

Were pnresent nt the meeting all members of the Parish Council
exceot Mr.H. Azadion,
in view of the foct that allmembers of the Council do not attedd
regularly,it was suiyjested +that new members be sought to occupy
jointly these positiions in order to incresse the number of the
nembers. The names sug ested are Dr, Bd,Tasian,J~ck Bedevinn,
Mantchullan,Vartan Kosharien,Bdwerd Hoves and Cerovpe Derberian.
Por the time being,Kosharisn and Berberisn will notbe avnroached
giving thue o first chrnce to the others.
Delinnaant sccounts are detrimental %o our fund raici n& and
subseqaently,hr. Hagopian is =oing to zpprosch 211 those who
ore late in their monthly payments as per 1i. t b wng handed over,
My, Berdo ony on behelf of the Buildin: Committee sove s revort
on tneir resolutions thay were ~ccepted, The wall p:rtltion
between the 2 west side rorms will be taken down and =lso the
entrance to these two rooms willbe ernlorsed in order to obtain
more spoace for the Chapel. These clter~ti-ns shoudld not be too
expengive and the Building Cormittee vwill get estimaces before
proceeding with the work.
The .Y. Diocese havin: not snswered yet to the letter of the
Chairman in reference to the namins of the Chuvch and also adbout
the finel formg, = reminder willbe mniled 2-7in  ilammedint~ly,
Referring to the turbulent meeting thot the Porish Comeill had
with mewbersz of the Hounton Armenisn Womens fssoc, vo definite
resolution was taken at the tTime and a finsl decizion was posiponed
At the g9cld meetingthe requect of the H,AN,A, wes agnin sccevnted,
thet is that they could use the Churcch Bldg facilitics dut urder
the ruleu and regulations of the Armenian Churche.A lotter {circular)
from Arciavulscop Sion Hanoogian wag rend exnlsining the use of
Church Hslls.ihe noart referring to the prohibition of a2laohnlic
bevereocs,card somes and gambling b¥ought nrotest from the l.A.Wede
whe wo uld rether have these ristrictions lifted,this according
to their opinion would heln fund raising activities, The diffi
culty of the situation wess ognin explained due ¢ the foot thet
we owe ~2llesicnce to the Church,
At this present meeting,dliscudsing further on the same subject
the Parisn Council did not resch any asreement. doeverihless the
Ho,A, W, A, could use the Bldg foeilities according to the By Lawve.
As regnrd the monthly meetings of the H.A.W.A, these could be
allowed in case rental fees are received. On the subject of the
fees,if these chould be psid or not, a vote among Parish Counecil
members was taken., The result was not decisive,3 having voted
in fovor and 3 agzaingt,
The H.A.W.A. menbers total contribution per mouth bheing ﬁpﬂPOXc
$ 50,00, we should find a way of not alienating thie group, since
also this building, as reported many times previously belengs to
all Armeniuns.In cnse these ladies would not cere akout the Chuvch

By Loys and would stop their contridbutions,ir, Bardoony offered

,//? ,/iQ.M%éVz;JﬁA””"
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of the community. Mr. Saxenian wll¥§BiWE W{¥ assistance in
inviting through Mrs. Cameron somc of their members for theixr
gﬁrticipatian. ,

¢ secratory disclosed that he hawm been approesched by the
Armenian Hoyctor Ladies Org. to take the Parieh Council's
approval on perty their are planning for New Years Eve day at
the Church Fldg. ihe ladies would organize this as speciel event
for the benefit of their treasurp and are willing to pay smme
contribution or rental fees for the use of the facilitiess «
Also the secratary was asked another question that was formulated
by & lady of the same group and that is vhat %8s to happen %o
enyone's pledge or contribution in case the whole vroject does E
not succeed, _
After discussing these two points the Parish Council took tue
following resolutions and the secretary was ssked to forward these
to the Ladies group. » ‘
The Indies sre welcome to have the Church Bldg for thelr event
under these restrictions. Due to the eariier event planned by
the Parish Council,the facilities could be available only ~fter
8430 PN, theot day. Also due to a circul~r recelved from the
Hew iork Diocese several months bakk,no gambling nor serving
or alcoholic beverszes are to be allowed, As for the second
quesiion about the pledge, the Parish Council would accept
any precedent on the same motter by any other denomination
or charitable insititution in Houston Texas and to whom sonme
of the Lsdics would probably belonge. By the same token it was
gug:ested and gireed that the Ladies could have their monthly
neetings in the Church ildg provided th-t they folliow the instru
ctiong,rules and regulotions set by the Parish Council.
The secret~ry brought up the request presented to him by irs.Rose
Senjakian about some cxpenses she hos made during the Church
Banquet in Februery of this year,The amount was for $ 42.00 espprox.
but was brought to ¥ 35.00 ag a round figure, These expenses were
food compriging,vegetobles,bread,soft drinks etc,This request
gsurpriged the Parish Council as it was earlier sald that the
food wvas being deanated. Mr. Sanjakian anid that probably this
wags being asked now because some other people who have pronised
to donate had been reimbursed afterwards. At this late hour,
according to the chairman he rather pay this amount from his
own »ocket rather than burden our treasury and accordingly ne
wut down the amount requested to be handed over,Mr. Sanjakian
said that this was probably because Mrs. Hose was hurt thot her
efforts were not appreciated that as a protest she would get the
money to turn over %o the Bldg fund of the Church.k@ Mr. Sanjakian
did not take the money which was beiag offered and under the
pressure of other members present,Mr. Saxenlan sccepted finzlly
to accept back the said sum,
The parish dipcussed also the question of the forthcoming electilons
for the reelectkon of the Parish Council, #1s0 it was sugzested
that we name new members to help us with the affairs of the parish,
S8ince we are not well organized in that respect it was decided to
postpone this question for later on when will be in a position to
carry out our obligntions and follow the rules and regulations
of our Church as explained in the 3y. Laws.
To sum up the decisicng of this meeting,it was decidedly approved
by all members to the wording of St. eorge Armenian Church and
seperately Community Center both for our forms and for the use of

the armenian community jn Texas,
‘fj /W
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necessary financial means all by themselves. If their answer would
be effirme tive the Parish Council would accept then their point of
- viewes The above named two members havéng not given an affirmative
ansver it wvas agreed +¢o0 proceed the g planned without any change,
It was,neverthless, again emphasized rights and laws of the
Armenian Church would be always preserved and that all members would
do their utmost in that respect,
The Parish Council next subject wss the name to be given to the
Church.It was agreed that out of consideration to the help given
originally by Mr, “amHartison we would select the name of S% Gaorge,,
this being the nume of Mr. Harrison'*deceased fother We could then
print new forms and letterheads and pledge cards mentioninhb thie
name undier the following arrangementss St. Gevpge Armenian Church
and Community Center,Under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of the
Armenian Church in North Amer%%z ,630 Second Ave,N,Y.i.Y. Ve would
“have yet to have this approved e Arashnortaran thut kkis th
nozination of the Church and the secretory was recucsted to write
b New Tork in that effect. In order to separate the two buildings
that is the Church and Yenter, it was agreed to have with these
arrangenents a separate entrance to the Church and another one for the
Center., This would be mop convenient and it would not bring any
misunderstandings as to pgrpose of our efforts. At the same time
we should know for sure about the name of our Church as regards
itk ~sny other armenian church and inorder to avoid any confusion.
HMr, Bexrdoony oa bbehal? of tie Building subcommittee gave his
- report aboypt their findings and projects,The parish council agreed
in the pro%ged plap of takinz down the pertition between the two
bedroous in order to gnain considerable place to have room for the
Chapel, Tuis would be the most econbmical wey for the time being.
The cost of these alterations,it is hoved,would not be too high,
Mr. Bardoony would call members influential in his committee
to discuss this matter and have diegrems ready to be submitted
$0 remodeiins; people and firms in order to obitzin several bids
As regrrd the alter which is going to be built on the east 31do
we would like to submlt the diagram and the ultimate lay outb
should be sent for approval to the Arashnortaran in New York,
The question of the formetion of the lLadlies Auxiliaries was
again discussed. It was decided to nostpone #his fol the time being
as this question could arise some misinterpretation by many people
and would create an antagonism to our project that we need to aveid,
The Parish Council should be the only body on bhakalf of the Church
%0 forn any counnlttee or subcommittee and the pexsons duly
appointed should work under the name of the Parish Council only
and not for example under the neme of Bldg committee. To the rest
of the comrunity this would mean that the body or comulttee thus
formed hes the unanimous approval of the highest body of the Church
in Houston Texas, that is the Parish Council, The main purpose of
this decision is that the council does not want to hurt the feelings
of any person or group of persons that for a rcason or other
could by antagonizing us by thelr influence on other people.
The parish councll therefore is to organize under the lsadership
of Mr. Bardoony,wno it was learned, had planned in having a New Tear's
afternnon party in the Church Bldg. Mr. Bardoony was given authority
on beshalf of the Parish Council to organize this events.He would
have to select ouxilisries who would help him to carry out swccess_
fully this project, He would in due time approach also all ladies

CJe /<en
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Minutes of the Pariah Council meeting of November 4,1965
at 1111 Bering Drive,Houston Texas.

Were present at the meeting all members except Mr. Hekimian who
had excused himself earlier due to some job he had to attend in
Dallag and also Mr. Azadian.
Immediatley after the reading of the minutes of the last meeting
a discussion erupted again on the decisions taken about the naming
ofproperty under Armenian Church and Community Center. Two members,
Mre. Bardoony and r, Sanjaklen,opposed the adjunction of the wording
Community “enter, This according to their gpinion was not correct
and »ot in accordance with the N.Y, Dioce® structions. The chairman
explained that whatever resolutionam the Parish Council has isken so far
hss not deviated from loyalty and accevtance of the instructions
of the Arashnortaran. On the contrary,as for instance,for the change
of wordingof our pledge cards and receipts after it was learued that
this changs to the originals instructions given to the Pariah by
Fathor Aratclian was the moking of Mr, Bardoony, the Parish Council
at its procedin: meeting had adopted their final resolutions of
keeping the woiling Counnnlty Center. This resolution was officially
registered in the ninutes of the meeiing and also because Father
Arakelian had asked in his letter that we conmunieate our decisions
to0 him,the chairman wos asked to write lengthly on %his matter.
Ag a mrtter of fact a lebter was sent 4o Father Arakelion explaining
with every details the situation about thie seemingly unimvwortant
matter but which in reallity is heavy with future consequencess This
gquestion ic related very closely with the raising of the {funds.
The great majority, of the contributions come from people who are
interested to the center” and any change at this time would curtail
this source of incOme.Anyvayssince tlie final decision on thig subjeet
wag taken unnnimously at the preceding meeting by all membors present,
this is to be considered the finul saying on this, lr. Bardoony
exprecned the wish together Mr.“anjaLiag that we kcep the name of the
Church only in order that our church do°Hot become the vieiting place
of every“common peopley The parish CounciMmain ojective,it was
agreed upcn, is to ascertain and make sure that evey duerecpedt
end dignity bve ziptayaddisplayed when using tle fadilities of the
church and church property.In that respect we have to be cautious
and taike care thot whatever person or gmux group of persoms who
may usc the church building and its faclilities follow our ingtrudiona
~ We will have to colablish some rules and regulations accoxding to

the By Laws and instructions of the N.Y: Diocese and meke sure that

Hheo%n 2R AR IR sUARTPEEe 4, U 48T 1 88Y SHUEHEOFERS®ny of the funds vhich
is to ome first on every other matter. This is is to he romemb:iga
by every membexr and petty discussion on matters that have been eady
decided upon should be avoided. We are losing considerable time
again and again arguing on the same thing and we have also other
questions to consider, Mr. Bardoony declares that he cannot proceed
with collecting pledges unless changes are made to the wording. This
being the point of view of also Mr.S8anjakian, the rest cf the members
present asked them if by discarding the name Community Center and

by doing so alienating an important faction of our community with

the ultimate goal of having only a Church,if they,Mr. Bardoony and

Mr, Sanjakiﬁgljacciii/Z;érzgifLiéi\frspoasabilities by finding the
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Minutes Parish Councilf%Vn;  September 2,1965

(continued )

and Armenian Community Ceuter project. This wording was
succented by Father Ara! c¢linn ss were all the others in recebpt
forms 3 The above woriin; .Jor {the nleadge cards and receipts
with the Mention also Armenian Church of Housten,bterhads

and envelopes have the mention Armenian Church only.

The discusiion ccntered on the definition of the word
commmity.According to Mr, Bordoony this would mean that

the plesdec and adcordinzly the organization would belo

t0 everybody. This not being the opinion of all members??cg§n§8rm)
neverthless,it was agreed that me Bardoony would $alk

to Father Araxelian and ask him about his advice.

G F
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Minutes of the Parish “ouncil meeting of*hursday
October 7,1965 at 5869 Westheimer,Houstoh Texac

1iex oty

Were prosent five mmmbers of Council, It was learned

indirectly that Mr. Mike Sanjakian was out of town on vacation.
Mr.Bardoony had informed that he could not come because he v
had to go to the Opera.

The chairnan read letter from Froither Araskelianabout chauges

of pledge cards and receipts and eventual vigit of his
grace the Archbishop in regnrd with the projcerty and nledge
campain, After studying thoroughly these proposals, the
Council decides that at this late date and after the printing
and use of these forms that are already in circulation, it
would be a bad policy to make any change. This could be
interpreted very differently by many people. Om the other hand
Serpszon Hayre's visit at this time would be toc premature,
no convenient facilities existing yet in the newly acquired
property. For the above given reasons, the chairman was asked
to write,lengthly with other points of interest raised in the
discussion of these matters,to Pather Arakelian, expressing
these view points and resolutions,

The Counc’l was informed that the Houiton Armenian Womens AssocC.
had expressed the wish to held their annual picnlc in the grouads
of the property. The ladies were offering their services +to help
this grthering be a success and they had decided that all profits
would be in favor of the Armenian Church, The Parish Council
accented this proposal very warmly and expres 8§ aporeciation
to the Hou-ton Armenian “omens Assoc. This would &t the same

time a gocd occasion to impress people who would be preszent
about the purpose and plan of our organization with the ultimate
thought th:t contributions and pledges would be easier to obtain,

It was learned that the ladles individuslly would ofrfer the food
to be sperved thot day. Bach lady would bring a cake and apart
from that Hrg.Najarian,Berberien,Zieman,ilovsepian,Hagopian .
and Lirkyasharian would offer sarmas,pilaff, salad & beans etec,
As for the lamb meat itself for the shigh kebab,this would be
bought from funds from the ladies treasury and reimbursed after
wards from the proceeds.

A nmeeting with offivers of the lsdies organization was decided
in order to décide about every minute detail of the shish kebab
dinner,

On the same occasion some members of the Parish Council offered
also their contributions to the sam: purpose. Mr. Saxenian would
take cars of the cutting of the grass of the property which has
been left to grow above proportion,Mr. Hacopian will supply
chercoal,Mr. Hekimian the soft drinks and also a sign of our Church.
Mr, Azadlan a2ll the ice necessery. The meeting was adjourned
menbers of the Council pledging all possible effort for the success

of the Shish Kebab dinner to be held Octchr;24.1965.

<
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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting June 17,1965

Members of the Parish Council present a2t the meetins at 5569
Westheimer, except Hekimian and Azadian who had excused themselves
the first advising us that he was sick and the second that he

- would be ocut of town om a trip to New York.

The following Bldg Committee members were alkso presentt

Mrs, Sanjakian,irs. Hagopian, Mr. Nedevian,

As regnrd the pledge crmpain it was found the total amounts
pledged so far have reached about $ 80,00 per month,

Only e few persons have bsen contacted yet and nlso some members
have not given results of their zssignuents.,

Decigion wes reached about the name of our Organization which

ie to bet Diocese of the Armenian Church of Amerioca,Texas
Affilistion,1111 Bering Drive,Houston Texas 7/027. This wes
decided in response to numerous questions asked by community
menbers about some differentiation between raising of the funds
for either Texz or New Yorke

Ire Bardocny offored to take care of the printing of our new pledge
cards of vhich an order of 250 will"given top priority in order
that thece cards could be used in our presently progressing

pledge campain.

The owner of the property having offered § 750.00 for the itawe/
mentioned reviously, it was decided tha%t a party consisting of
Mr. Saxenisn,¥r, Bardoony and Mrs.Sanjakisn would pay 2 visit

to hin #n that respect offering $ 600,00,

Mr. Bardoony comminicated the last list of nomes of the Pldg
Committee and these nrey “hairmant Hrent Bardoony,Vice Chairmant
Rose Sanjakian,Advisors! Bumo Hegopien,G,.Bedevian,L.Gregory,

Ed  Hoveog,8.8axenian,

It was decided that letters of thanks be seunt to those who have
mede pledges =nd mentioning at the same time the amount of the
pledges

As regards the letterhesds, we have now complete list of names

of the Bldg Conmittee and we are writing to the New York Diocese
for the seal and armenian letsering. This letter will aks also
about suitable name for our future church, St., George has been
sugesteds

The dhesirmon read letter addressed to him by the B#. Rev, Archbishop
about the.r concern for the restrictions and gexeral provisions
of the deed of the purchrced property. The chairman exploined
that he is teking care of these questions and will soon have
favorable decision taken in that matter . The location of the
property although mentioned as restricted area can be used for church
purposes and this goal can be attsined through a " friendly suit"®
as it has alre-dy been done before in the same neighborhood.

The nmeeting is adjourned for the coming first Thursdsy of

July, that is July 31,1965,

Grrer Sty el
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Minutes of the Parish “Youncil meeting April 1,1965

Meeting was held at 5869 Westheimer with the presence of all
members of the Parish Council.

Mr, Bardoony,as chairman of the Bldg Committee will contact
the suggested membera and try to obtain their approval,

He will call s meeting of the said committee the soonest
possible.

We are to open a spesial account for Building Fund =m
Armenian Apostolic Church of America. This sug estion atill
to be studied further on as to the right name o be chosen,

All proceeds from the Church meeting and banquet have
to be deposited at a Bank. The Baenk chosen will be the
Chimney Kock National Banlk,

Next meeting we will have to decide about the pledging of funis.

The smount of 8§ 25,00 was paid to the Secretary of Stat e

of Texas as fees for application to the Charter of our
organization, On this occasion +the Council expresses their
appreciation for the handling,free of any charge, %o the

Firm Saub,Wallker & Hammond for their effort in the obtention
of the Charter,
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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting May 6,1965

The meeting was held at 5869 Westheimer in presence of sll
members of the Parish Council.

f of Bldg Committee

Mr .Bardcony gove his report on
about their progress. '

A convenient lot has been round near the Woodway,Memorial ares,
This consists of a 2 acre lot with a small bullding, The

price of this property being about $ 35,000.00 <he Bldg
Committee is +taking necessary steps for final acquicition
through application to the Title Co,

The Council was very pleased to learm and spprecinted deeply
the donation of § 5,000,00 of Mr. Sam Harrison. The later,

it was understood was sending a check for the above smount

t0 the Diocese in New York vho in turn will send their own
check directly to Mr. Bardoony who is also a trustee, This
property is being bought for and will belong to the New York Diocese

The chairman brought to attention that very short)y with the
purchnoe of the property we will be bound in monthly payments
pf cpproximately & 400.00 to § 500,00 inorder to meet our
monthly installments and other expenses.

Accordingly we heve tc expedite matters in raising funds

among membere of the community,.

It i: sug:ested and sgreed that an effair bve held the soonsest
possible ot the site of the property by inviting all members of
the community. We would invite also Pather Arakelian and at his
presence aund through him we would start our pledgze campain that
same doy.e

In discussing the financisl situation, it was Ffound that our
funds at the moment not comprising any pledge amount tn approx.
¢ 200,00, This after all expenses incuryed and after the

funds raised from our Church and Banguet affaiyr, We¢ issued
check of & 100,00 in peyment of the leasing of the hall from
Houston Home Owners Association.Also check of $ 25,00 representing
Statc of Texas fees for the Council's Charter, Other checks
wwre also written but not mailed yet for the followings

$ 50,00 to Diocese New York value of 10 books and check for

$ 15,00 to Providence Church for value of 15 key ringse

These two lost smounts have been raised by contributions less
about § 10,00 and money consigned to the treasurer.

¥We are postooning the prih&teg of letterheads due to the fact
that very likely we would to invite other prominent members of
the community in the Bldg Yommittee and their names should
also beprinted,

Mr., Bardoony will call Father Arakelisn about our invitation
and learn about how soon he could come.

In recognition of the free services of the Firm Saub,Walker

& Hammond in the obtention of the Charter, the Council agrees

to have our title arrangements for the new porperty made through
this firm.We aore sure that the said firm will be im a position

;; to help s other matters also in the future., Also the Council

/ (to be continued)
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Minutes of the Parish Youncil meet May 6,1965
(continued

decides to hawe insurance questiohs dealt by Mxr. Lou Heller,
an insurance agent,whos offered to make contributions to our
organization.

The Vice Chairman proposed and was agreed that the Houston
Armenian Women's Ammosiation should be dealt with appropriate
congideration since they are offering their cooperation and help.
The Council avpreciates this specially because 1t hag been mentioned
so often +that this project if one that requires the efforts of
every srmenian and allied to the causes We will benefit by every
people's assistance.The Coyncil reaffirms its resolution that
regardless of denomination every person wishing 4o “will be
welcome,

L A
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Minutes of Parish Council meeting November 24,1964

Mooting with presence of all members of the Parish Council
gas held at 5869 Westheimer at Bagdad Carpt Cleaning Ce.

Letter of Father Arakelian was read advising us about his

arrival in January 1965 when a church service and an annual
banget will be on the agenda,

Dus to the importance of these evonts some ladios of

the Houston Armenian Wemen's Association were also ilnvited

to attend to the meeting. These were Mrs., Rose Sanjakian,

Mrs, Mary Cameron,Mrs, Armen Najarian and Mrs Sonia Kirkyssharian.
All ladies present offered their assistance in meking

evory effort possible to obtain a succespful affziv,

The food donated by the women's group willbe reimbursed to

them on the expenses of the Parish Counnil treasury.

An episcopal church vhich is the church the most in close

contzect with the armenlan church should be shosen. In order

to be able o do s0 we have to find an episoopal church that

will give permiseion to use their facilities. Mrs. Sanjakian

to thot effect will get in touch with Mrs Vartaressian whose N
a3l family belong to the Bpiscopal Chureh a2t Main and Holmmn Streets,
After the church service 1t will be convenient if we could

have o gnthering similar to the one we had last June, If
possible Valian's Restaurant colld be used agnin. This time

the food will be taken care of by the commualty and we would
charze in order to raise some fundsg, It was decided that

the price of the ticket for adults will be $ 3,00and $ 1,50 -
for children,

There was gsome discussion sbout the expenses that this

will require,It wes decided that we will be asble 2t least

$0 be able to afford the money needed,

A discussion erupted between the lodies present about the

name to be given t thair group now that 2 major organization
had been establish Yor the whde armenian community. The
proposal of the prcsident of the Houston Armenian Womens
4ssociation Mrsy Sanjakian that the follcowlng nzme be given
Ladies Auxiliary was not accepted by the other ladies present.
Severanl other suggestions were presented by other members

but without any success., It was finally decided that there
would be no change for the time. The ladies offered their
services nevertheless for any assistance that it will be

required from thems tickets and invitation will be

our/ comrmnity affair
wi§§x§§g§§§ inxitations gent %o all members of zhg ;gﬁﬁznit;
gnd 1ater on this will be confirmed to them by ele .

g
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Minutes of Parish Council meeting January’27,1965

Meeting with the presence of all members of the Parish Council
was held at Bagdad Carpet Claning Co. offices at 5869 Westheimer.

Proposal of the forming of a Ladies Auxilimry was studied
with the eventual election of ssme of the following ladiess
Rose Smnjakian,Sonia Lirkyasharian, Anahid Harrisson,Zabel
Hoveseplan,Veronica Sanassarian, Iily Puci. No definite
decisionwos reached, ‘

It hes been declided that all monthly meetings of the Parish
Council be held on the first Thursday of each month, The
following meeting due to the forthcoming activities will have
to be held in March.

About the aforesaid nctivities a letter will be addressed to
the Ré.Rev, Archbishop Sion explaing our plans and also

ask him permission for the trip of Father Arakelien,

o oy
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Meeting of Parish CouncilHOUp¥birtisey72%,1965,

This meeting was held at the regidence of Mr. Stephen Saxenian
at 7534 Briar Rose,Houston Texas,

Present all members of the Parish Council and some Ladies

of the Arpenian Iadies Association of Houston.

The same day the Reverend Father was met at the airport by a
delegation of the Parish Counmil. The Reverend Father will
stay at the residence of Mry Rose Sanjakian. The Council
appreciates all the efforte of Mrs, Sanjakian in that respect.,

The Reverend Father discussed sbout the final arrangements made
for the 2 2 major events t Church services at Christ Church
Cathedrel 2% 3.00 P.Ms and Yirgt Annual Banquet at 5.00 P.Me.

st Hou-ton Home Builders Association's Rangyuet Hall, on

Sunday February 28,1965,

The fund raising for these events will consist of a collection
during the church service and the entrance fees to the banquet
which are and hsve been decided to § 5.00 per adult and

$ 2,50 for children uner 12,

e
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Minutes of Parish Council mmeting of September 10,1964
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All members of the Parish Council present.

It was decided that the eventual Iadie's Auxl liary group's
namé will be mentioned in the "“Charter".

As regards the letter received from Father Arakelian, a lawyer
will be contacted in order the comply with the requesst
contained in said letter. The letter of Father Arakelian
dated July 28,1964 was refering to the need of having

the local lawyer %o get in touch with Diocese's lawyer in
New York about necessary Btﬂpuyzw

The chairman sug-ested that he approaches on behalf of the
Porish s well known lawyer of his, Mr.,Victor Saub. This
sugzestiom was approved.

The next point to be discussed was the question of the

funds needed for our project.

I4 vas decided that the most important step to be undertaken
at the moment was to begin with the community center. A
chapel could be bullt later.

Efforste wlll be made at first for the purch-se of a lot
sbout one to two acres. The lot may be obtained in & more
convenient besis fopm the City.

Mr, Hekimian and #r, Azadian ere to inquire about such lote.
A decision wvas taken that the members of the comminity
should be approached obout their posiible contributions.
This should be either payment or pledge. Two members from
the Parish will contact members of the communitys They

will e:11 together to the houses of the people they know best,
This pledge will have to start on Oatober due to the fact
that many people are still absent from the eity because

of the sumrer season.

The decision of having at least one meeting every month

was approved,

The Parish Council will have snother meetin immediately
after the start of the pledge campain,
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Firet meeting of the Parish of the Armenian
Community held at Valian's Restaurants in June 1964
- (June 14,1964)

Through the cooperation and assistance of the Houston
Armenian Women's Associstion a community affair was held

at Valian's Restaurant. The object as explained to 21l members
and gympathizers of the armenian comrmunity is th fiml a

way in oreating an Armenian Center and Chureh in order

to fulfill the wishes of all those interested in that project.
Reverend Father Leven Arakelian had accepted the invitation
to be present on behalf of the Diocese of the Armenian Church
of Ameriea, New York, The invitation to the Pather was sent
on Behalf of the Armenian Women's Axmocation by their acting
president Mrs, Ros ¢ Sanjakisn and also of the armenian
community in gemeral, '
The Women?s Associantion members had worked intently for the
success of the meeting by sending invisations,by contributing
in the preparation of desserts,by obitaining the lease free of
charge of Valian's Wedgewood Room, in a way organizing and
supervizing the whole affair« The persons pesent to the dinner
- had paid Valian's for the food served,

After a shortprogram and sxplanations and speeches sabout

the meeting and the future pluns, Father Arakelisn nam-d the
names of geven memb rs of the community whod ‘were being
electked to form the first temporary Parish Ceyncil,

These members are B%ephen Saxeniam,Anton Hagopian,Yohannes
Hekimian,Zaven Kirkyasharien,Hrant Bardoony,!iks Sanjakian
end Hratch Azadian,

At the end of the gothering it was suguested that the
Reverend Father's trip expenses havming not been taken core
of, we shoudd raise the necessary amount thaot is $ 165,00
smong the persons present. The emount was raised in facs

and the money handed over to Father Arakelian later on.

«««««
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1111 BERING DRIVE T HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 2/1/1968

Were present at this meeting all members of the Council except
Mepsrs.Ohanian and Hekimian,Mr.Ohanian was attending atthe time the
choir practices in preparation of the Vartanantz program.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
The treasurer gave his report on our financinl situation and #fter
our monthly loan payment our regular account will gtand at approx,
$ 150.,00.The special mccount stans the same as last month but
we will haove t0o make the transfer for the payment of the Warwilck
N )Kbtel bill of § 550,00 that _agéll outstending,
Qaf7¢ﬂﬁq Messrs. Bardoony and #igzested +that we pomtpone the

' coming of Father Arakeli and have Mass at Easter instead of Varta_
nantz.There was a lengthly ddscussion on this subject among menmbers
of the Council. Reference wap made to our previous Barish Ceuncil
reetings of December ahd January and to our minutes for these two
occasions and slso letters of invitations alreedy sent to Bishop
Kebreslian and PFather Arakelian.All meuwbers precent at these meetings
had unanimously agreed for the Mass celebmaticn ot Vartonantz, and
it was said it waes improper and confusing to think c¢f ~ny pestponment,
Mr ,Bardoony suggesied that ve have officiasting priect for Vartanantsz
and Bactex and olso on any other occaslons if we could afford it.
Later on a decisive wate uwazs ceot on thils juestion.Voted for
Vartanatz Mass maxm Mossre.Sexenian,%rogory,Kirksharian,Bavdoony,
3anjakian.Voted againat Mgssvou. Hagopian and Ohanian(the lattey
had joined the meeting)
It was decided then to carry on as scheduled.lir, Chanian will telephone
¥other Avskelian about the detaills refering to cultural program
end the Mgse and we wili be able to priut our annoucenment ond invite
tions accordingly. '
We are plenning in having the following activitics that are slightly
changed. Buffet Dinner at 6,30 to be prepared by the Ladies Auxiliary.
Mire Sonjakien willbe in charge of coordinating this.Later on ,same
evening our cultural program will tzke place and for vhich Mr. Ohanian
is in charge.Mr. Jacoues Bedevian who wag invited to attend the later
pert of our meeting accepted,as already known, to direet the cultural
part program refering o the choir,but sald that he could not do so
Por the Church Choir.Adrission fec for this evening will be 8 2.50
exmr e o adulbs and $ 1,25 for children.The following day,the church
gervices will start at 10.30 A.M.

sl Sion  he gecretary will start at least 2 waeks before these events
Sammaan oMM i gending our invitations to all members of the armenian

Wk enmmann Y community in Texes,In that effect we will also try to publicise
Secnctany KSHARUAN . 4n the newspapers and Mr.Saxenlisn said he hoped that he could
R EGORY take care of this by ta=lking to0 Pather Skaaf,Mr,Saxenian also

AN TON HAGOBI AN earlier in the meetingega¥e an account on hils recent trip

YOHANNES HEKIMIAN B[O Kew York Wh@:e he had met Father ﬁr&keli&.ﬂ. iy whe had accepte

R A N our invitotion. The meeting was sdjurned after being decided thai

AovISoRs ve ghould calla special meeting one weex hefors Vartanentz to
check on all eutstanding matiers refering to this affairy

f'.?/owmx, / Lo S . Y



Saint George Armenian Church & Center

- K8, Gregory,Jani Ohanian,Anten Hagopian,Z.Kirksharias, Voted "No" =

1111 BERING DRIVE t HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF May 9,1968

Were present at this meeting allmembers of the Council.

Mr.Bardoony for whom the regular meeting had beeon mpostponed to this day
gave a report about his recemt trip to New York om the occasion of

the Visit of His Roliness Catholicaos Vaskem and the comsecration of

the Cathedral,

The situationk of our finamces was agaim reviewed and Mr, Gregory
notified that our regular account is im no possibility to take care of
numerous outstanding billa plus the monthly mortgage payment to Mr. Sweet.
Our ppeeial account has about 2,000.00 dollars. With wery receat colleetions
and also after borrowing from the special account we should be able

to meet the preseat finamcial obligations, Members ofthe Couneil were

all very concerned about the little income we were gettimg from members
of the community,this income had been quite aubstantial at the begimning
byt it is very low now and with mo sign of any immediate improvement,

A letter from the Houston Armenian Womens Assochation was read im which

we were asked te grant permission to this group for their amnual pieaic

to be held Sumnday September X2 the 22 nd,1968,

Mr. Saxemian explained that this group had akready advised us about

their program as per various calls they hdvé made and alse as mentioned

in one of our Parish Couneil meetings.This was first brought to his attentiom
on the month of January, and was alse known to members of the Couneil,

A discussion erupted about this question.There were many opinioms expressed

“"some in faver and some against.In favor weFé= im view of our eritiecal

financial situation regarding our monthly income,the alienation of
persons that could coatribute either directly or indemetly should he
avoided,maintdning at the same time a good public relatioms attitude
which could only but brimg bemefits.Againstweres this affair will
interfere with other activities of the Chureh Auxiliaty.

A votg was takem te décide about this issue, Voted "yes"” = S.S5axenianm,

A.S.Bardoony,Mike Sanjakian.Accordingly that motion was approved by
5 votes againg’ 2. ‘

Mr. Sanjakian continued to argue about the same question and because
of that the Chaimmam Mr. Saxeniam quit the mesting follawed by Mr.
Kirksharian, Ry

-~
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ST, GEORGE ARMENIAN CHURCH & CENTER
Dl 1111 BERING DR.
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

MﬁbTV” OF THE PARTSH COEBNCIL M .LTING OF DECLMBEF 10,1970

Responding to the invitationu mailed to 0ld 2nd new memberw of the
Council the following were present 3 '

Meugrs. Yohanness Hekimian,Zaven Kirksharinn , James anaalan,
Josevh Galoosticn, Antén Hagopianstephen Saxenian,Garabed Keramian,

and Dr. A.Pakchanian,

Before goins on with the xpex pre arranged sched.le d t-e meeting
ag detciled in the invitations and comnrising 8 items, the Chairman
Mr,*Yorhness Hekimian,announced that he hnd just received in the mail,
letters from the Arbhbishop making avpointments of members “or
the Bodies of the Church.
As far &® the Parish Council,accoféng to His Grace's wishegd,the
members would be Chairman.,Stevnhen saxenian,Vice Chairrman,Yohaness
Hekimian,secretary,Zaven Kirksharian,treasurer James Boyajiah,menbees
llesgrs. H. Bardoa ny,K. Gre.ory,J. Galoostizn.G,lleranian, -nd
Dr. A. Pakenanian,
This was unexpected because at the last meetin~ w.th the P ihate. 2nd
as per His Grace's wishes,no changes were to be made.
Mr, sSaxenian was very h831tdnt about it and su-:cested th-t he misht
accept but only on a temporary basis,He would consider tiis nominatinn
give in due time his final decision.
In¢i1fferent letters the Primate was adso appointing the menbers of
the Ladies Auxiliary and “unday Committee.

Returning to the i_Aems on the azenda, M-, J. Bedevian, gave a

very detailed report on the situation of the raffle tickets with
gpecial documentatitn in writing.lrom a total of 5160 tackets ,

the number of tickets sold and nrledged as sold were only 1820,that is
at 8 10.00 per bomklet of ten a total amount of § 1,820.00,

Dye to the many complaints received about the postponement of the
ratfle and,alsq and mainly that this would frrm and not too favorable
renuts tlon for our organizatlnn, it wac decided to forego thne unsold
amount oi tickets and have the druwing held on December %1,1970,
during the New Yemr's Party, Furthermore only the sold tickets,so far
would be accounted for in the drawing.

Before reaching th:t decision,the Council conside~ed also the
feasability of having the ra;fle held during the announced n~xt
vigit o‘ the Primate for February 197@.But this visit will concide
with prexposed festivities oi the Vartanantz, nd to avoid that
celebrztion with a raffle the council decided on the above d-=te,

M. J. Boyajian recomanended that a sperial A-menisn Christmng
celebtation be organized with as much particirants as nozcible
regarding the members of the Bodies o: the Church, To thit e--ect
he w1ll arrange the program witih the coopcration of . Bedevian.

Duc to the absence of ir, Hoveepian and becnuse or theunprevaradneos
of the financial situations o: the othe OleS these iilems we~e
postponed to out next meeting.

Dr, A. Pakchanian recommenderion about educationnl program met the
approval of the “ouncil as well as of the Chairman of the Sund::- X
Cernmittee.Yuring previous discussions it hac been evreed that
oucationnaires to inform about the comrunity wish:c nd e ou-
suc~estiombe mailed to the Community.We would in orm at the ame
time aboui our, goals for relirious,cociel,cducative aciiiv i1ties.

)
<25uuuw /Qctﬁifluak . oo A e Licce e/



(Minntes_of the Parish Council meeting of December 10,4,t0)

ST. GEORGE ARMENIAN CHURCH & CENTER
1111 BERING DR.
HOUSTON, TEXAS 7702Z

continued

Mr. Boyajian's motion for 2 mecetings for the meetings of the
Parish Council mer month was seconded »nd approved.Aleo

My, Galoostian's motion sbout the dates +to be the first

and third Punday of the month and at 7.00 P.M. was seconded and
approved by a vote = 5 in favor and 3 against,

Concerning the difficulties of our drainage system ,or sceptic tank,
the Council zgked Mr. Mike Snjakian to investigate this que«tion
and -eddx advise thé Council about his findings.

Angwering to the question of Dy,Pakchanian concerning the
expenses of the visiting priests, the Chairman explained that
this would depend mainly on our financial capabilities or
otherwise as per the wishes of the Piocese, ~s per their
earlier suggewtions,

At dhe end of this mceting, the Council members discussed the
arrangements for the New Year8s Party with the Iadies Auxiliary.
An invitation from the Council will be forwurded to the

Community about details.The Ladies will take care of the menu,
Soft drainks will be supvlied by the Council.M~., Hekimian .
will arrange for the entert:inment with the Azadian B otherss,

for live nmusic and will arramge with Kevork Hekimian with
recorded,misic.

‘he mceiing was adjurned after [y, Saxenian's annoucement

that his decision would come later om and was temporary only
for the time being as rfaep as his position as Chairman,

« P



Saint Grorge Armenian Church & @enter
1111 BERING DRIVE .
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

MINUTES OF THBR PARI@H COUNCIL M-ETING OF KROVEMBRR 29,1870

This meeting was held under the Presidency of His Grace,Archbishop -
Torkom Manoogian who hed ceeme on a special visit to the Houston
and Texes “4rmenian Community. ‘Y
Standing members of the Parish Council present were

Mr. Yohsnnes Hekimian,chairman, Zaven Kirksh:rian, seceetary, "
and advisors, Messrs. Stephen Saxenian,Knton Hagopian.later on., ‘
His Grace nrminated the following to be B aﬁw of the said

Parish Council gnd bestowed on all present his blessing for the
success of our Organization . The new members are

Mr, Jimmy Boyadjian,Mrs. J. Boyad jian,Mr., Joseph Galoostian

Mrs. J. Galoostian,Dr.A.Packchanian,Mr. @. Keramian, :

His Grace introduced to the Parish Council Miss Serpoohie
Heiximian as member of the newly proposed Youth Commi-tee .
This, under the supervision of Mr., Jimmy Boyadjian could ve -y
successfully gather all other young and teen-age grours among
our Communityand have them interested in gatherings to be
held at the Churche.

A- & matter of fact,His Grace,nomiited and organized this Group

as a Sunday Community Assembly with the task of

Making a ®urvey of the Community(specially for Houston) to be

taken care o< by Mr. Bogjadjian with necess~~y help from Mr.
Galoostian and Mr, Saxenian as far as stenkciling and informationg

It has been recommended that invitzfiona be mailed but above all

to render this friutful "follow up# by rhone calls be made. =
My, Hekimion has handed over to MriBoyadjian index c-rds representing
a recent roster of the Community. A special effort for new comers

should also be mzde,

The Sunday Conmunity Assembly Committee has the following Members:
Mr., Jimmy Boyadjian,Chairman, Mrs.J. Boyadjian,Corresponding
Secretary,Mr. Joseph Galoostian,Vice Chairman,Mrs. J, Galoostian,
Recording Secretary,Membe: ,Miss Serpoohie Hekimian,

The program envisioned for this Committee consiste of

assemblys for services for new young group and also grown ups,
Church hymns,teachers,cut version of Badarak every Sundey,games

and socilals,
On the question of the formation of a new Parish Council,Serpazan

recuested that no chamges be made for the presént.That is thot gpart

from the new members,old members still in office are: Yohannes

Hekimian,as chairman,ZiKirksharian,secreatry and t§iasurer if Mre

+ available,Treaswer Mr. J. Hovsepian,'ice Chairman
gggaepian ne 212/L4/} ’ . (to be continued)
/cvwamabtﬂ’ Tl el e



Saint George Armenian Church & Center
1111 BERING DRIVE
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

(minutes of Parish Council meeting November 29,1970)

(continued
Mr, H.C. Bardoony and Advisors tMess. S. gaxenian,K. Gregory,
Anton Hagopian.

The meeting was adjurned with the blessings of the Primate of the
Church for the success of our efforss and his best wishes to the
‘new members., ~

/ 2 2 Leed .

Cfi? 62&}4%L /,dzajégfi(ba-

.5, Aft{f(;;e reading of the minutes the followins corrections
on the Parish Council mceting of the December 10th,1970 3
Mras., Je Boyajian and Mr. J. Galoostian are not members of the
Parish Council but members of the Sundy Community Assembly

as indicated previously.



Saint George Armenian Church & Center
1111 BERING DRIVE

HOUSTON. TEXAS 77027

MINUTES OF TH!Y PARISH COUNCIL MPETING

of JANUARY %,1971
q

Members of the Parish Council meeting present were Messtsg, .
Stphen Saxenian,Y, Hekimian,Z.Kirksharian,Z.Boyajian,J.Galoostian
4 K. Hagopian, .

The iinutes of the previous meeting were read and approved,

Mr. J. Bedevian gave the following reprrt on the Raffle 3

Firest prize was won by Dr. Esterada,second by Y, Hekimian,

third by Dr., Bd. Tasian,fourth by Papken @Gabrielian,the last
prize was not in the tickets sold and a decision will be taken
about it, Mr, Bedevian handed over 9 checks for the amount of

§ 1278.and he had previously in OctoBer given also checks in the
amount of $ 380,00 approx. making a total income of $ 1658.00,
More details will be provided by Mr, Bedevian later on in

a complete written report about this affair,

The Council dkcided that letters of thanks be mailed for the o
donations of the raffle prizes,also to the ladies Auxiliary for their
effort and arrangements for the New Yemr,s party, and Me, Kevork
Hekimian for his handling of the musical entertainment that evening,
The grose incoke from the New Yemr's Party amounted to v 3%.60
congidering that about 60 persons had attended,

In our next meeting we will be able to handle to Mr, J. Boyajian
the treasury records and in that respect signature (new) specimen
of the treasurer Mr, Boyajian together with Y. Hekimian and
Z,Kirksnarian will be submitted to Western National Banky ¢

Mr. J. Baloostian accepted to help in the capacity of corrsponding
gecretary in order to alleviate the task of others in other fields,
In that respect he volunteered to remind the Parish Council members
ahead of time about our meetings each first and third Sunday,

A roster will be mailed to him the soomest possibie.

Mr, J, Boyajian's questionnaire was unanimously approved and

will be mailed starfing the following week. In the meantime

a Christmas program (Armenian Christmas scheduled for Jam 10,1971)
will also be mailed with the cooperation of *r, Bedevian the
quickest possibley

& : air comnditi oning
. Y, Hekimisn accepted to take care of the a
syztem th t apparently is not functioning normally. At ¢he aamg t;ﬂ;
he proposed that a roster of all Aremnians beprepared and an

over to him in order that he may start his pledge campaign .
( to be continuedr)

Y




Saint George Armenian Church & Center
) 1111 BERING DRIVE
HOUSTON. TEXAS 77027

Minutes of the Parish Councid meeting of l=3=T71

(continued)
He will also find out about the possibility of renting
a Hall for the special celebration of Vartanantz and will report
in about 5 dayse

The Parish Council considred also the letter advising about the
next visit of the ¥rimate schedule for February 8 to 10 gpa

the wieh expressed for a good program to mark that day, A letter

to Serpazayn Hayr will be forwarded as acknowledgenent and at the
same time aksing for his guidance,

The meeting was adjurnedéa

| j ) e dtdoro



Saint George Armenian Thurch & QIenter
1111 BERING DRIVE
HOUSTON. TEXAS 77027

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETINB

of JANUARY 17,1971 N
Members of the parish council present were Mi-éra. S.'Saxehian; - ,,hgé
Y.Hekimian,Z .Kirksharian, J. Boyajian,J. Galoostian, A. K. Hagopian o
and Garabed Keramian. ‘ Rk 2

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approveda

Mr. J. Bedevian gave a written report with complete details of the i e
vinning tickets of the raffle.Motion of approval was made by Mr, 8. -
Saxenian and seconded by 2. Kirksharian. _ , v IR
' [} ; R
With reference to items contained in the previous meeting Mr. Y. -
Hekimian reported that the air éonditioning system had been checked o
and was in good conditiom now,The treasurer's books were handed over
to Mr, J. Boyajiano .

We have started receiving answers to our questionnaires and very soon
we should come into a decision about organizing and advising all ;
rersons interested with questions raised in said questionnalres. #

¥

The New York Diocese having asked tofagg to date roster of Armeniane
in our region agmt this assignment was taken hy Mr. J. Galooetia.‘n. -
Mr. Y. Hekimian who will be fulfilling the post of Pledges Committee
chairman has been handed over a roster of members of our community

We are hopeful that Armenians and Friends will contribute in order

to keep our organization in satisfactory financial situation,able

to take acare of our mortgage installmenis,plus the overhead expenses

- necessitating an approx. amount of $ 300.00 monthly. % :

The Parish Council realizing that we had no information on the
financial situation of two other. accounts of our organization
decided to ask immediately for such information for the Ladies .
Auxiliary and Buklding Pund accounts. Letters will be addressed to
these 2 Bodies asking for financial statements,It was learned

in the meantime that the balance up to date of the Ladies Auxiliary
account stands as $ 448.82 in gavings Account and 8 222,32 in checking
" account,This situation,however, has been deemed very abnormal.
According to the State of Texas laws regarding Corporations
also the sub-mited By Laws of our Church te the State by which Vere
granted recognition as a Texas Corporation,non profit, the Board

of Directors is fully responsgible in every aspect. Any mishandling

of funds or disbursements without the control of the said Board
is not lawful.Accordingly,the Parish Council decided tb bring this
important matter to the attention of the Primate of the Church on
his forthcoming visit,in order that a suitable solution g%éreached.
The Moard of ”1rectors.that is thf far%g& Council, should full control
gince they are the higher responsible c ntinued)



Saint Georae Armenian Church & @enter
' 1111 BERING DRIVE
HOUSTON. TEXAS 77027

Mintes of the Parish Council meeting of 1/17/71 (contiﬂnéd)_

Concerning the Wartanantg activities the following were discusseds
A prominent non Armenian person should be approached for a
speech on the topic of the day. ¢
Menu to be served that evening will consist of "looloo" koftah,.
- bolghor and rice,sarma,salad,coffee and cakes,This was,later on,

R Y FE R

passed to the Ladies Auxiliary who are to organize;4 letter to that :~

effect confirming these will be addressed to the Ladies Auxiliary,

Mr, J. Boyajian is to take care of the publications for the- P %;;M
Vartanantz activites both in the new media and by sending the ,”J

invitations, To that effect we are to ask New York for literature,
biographical data and photographs 6f the Primate.?hese should be
published and invitations be mailed by end of Janiary.

Priram could consist af an introduatory speech by the chairnan,
‘giving the succession to the other lecturer and on to the address
by the Primate.lhese to be followd by recitations and asongs.
EreWious to the atarting of this cultural part,the supper will
be served at 7.00 P.M, “harges will be § 3,00 éer adult and

® 1,50 for children,

Mesasrs., Bedevian and Ohanian who are volunteering to be of help '
will be approached in regard to the cultural part, ‘
If we have a chance we will try to contact Mias Virginia Babikian,

the well known local vocalist f?f her participifion that night alao,f
v ,

Mr . Y, Hekimian is to greet the frimate at the Airport,

“onsidering thut the Parish Council will meet in a general meeting, {”

as per the wishee of the Primate,on Monday the 8th of Pebruary,
it was unanimously agreed to hold a meeting insteed of the
first Sunday of February, to have that meeting on Sunday
January the 31 st.

The meeting was adjurned;
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Saint George Armenian Church & Center
1111 BERING DRIVE ‘
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

JOINT MERTING and
mmuﬂgsfwo“iﬁamm PARISH COUNCIL MERTING OF 2/8/71

369 3 33 3 3 W96 3 3 W2 W W W% I XN

thie meeting was held under the presidency of the Mogt Reverend
‘Archbishop Torkom Manoogian.

Present were Heesre. steghen Saxenian,Hrant Batdoony,James Boyajian,
Anton Hagopian,Yohannes Hekimian, Zaven Kirksharian,Joeseph Galoostian
Garabed Kermian,Dr. A. Pakchanian. (from the Parish Council
Medames,Bmma Hagopian,hake Berberian,Rose Sanjekian,Armen Najarian,
HRary Hekimian,3erpohie Hekimian,Beatrice Karamian,{(Ilad. Auxilliary)
Megsrs. Mike Sanjtkian,Jani Ohanian,Armen Adanalian,Kevork Hekimian,
Markar Hekimian (of Bldg Committee and as guests)

Mesdames Sophie Boyajian, Joseph Galoostian.(Sundey Community Serv.)

The Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting of the
17th of January 1971 wetre read and approved,

» A. Pakchanian, requested the notices for our meetings be mailed
t6 him earlier ar that he may be advised shead of time.

The Parish Council bank account as per report submitted by J. Boyajian
stands at $ 1616.17.

fhe question of questionnaires will be discussed in our next meeting
since we are receiving quite a numher of replies.

|
The “adies Auxiliary should present regularly a report of all
activities in which they are involved.
The ¥rimate streesed on that occasion that accof&ng to our By-laws
60 % of their account at the end of each year should be turned over
té the Parish Council and they willbe allowed to keep ohly the
remainder 40%g

The Ladies Auxiliary financial statement was submittedand it stands
for § 453,70 in Savings Account and 3922.32 in Checking account,
Also the 3u11ding Fund acoount was presented for the period of

the last two years,

The Sunday Community Service Committtee gave his report on activities
and these comprisesithe questionnalres,Armenian Christmas celebration,
Sunday service vrogram,Choir rehearsals.

We are endeavoring to have a monthly publication of our organization
mailed to the community in general.More in that effect should be done
as far as publicity is concerned.For instance, we coald publicize
our Vartanantz activity in local papers and also out of state or

New York papers.The Primate suggested the#t we ask list of papers
from New York,

Our "Vartanantz' program was submitted to the Primate. This

i8s being organized in cooperatirn ‘Mess: s,Boyajian,Bedevian
the Ladies Auxiliary and their role &s hostessee.J :

/&W - i e (contleéd)



¢ Sgint George Armenian Church & Center
' 1111 BERING DRIVE

MINUTSS oF 3 CERA°MiRETne
MINUTESOF THE PARISH COUNCIL MZETING OF 2/8/71 (contided)

]

The Primate announced that he had just a private interview

withMr. Sam Harrison.According to information,Mr. Sam Harrison
before contributing any further,would like to be assured that

our organization is doing its utmost for religious,cultural,social
activities and not only social ones.He is very concerned in keceping
up our national heritage.He needs to know about statistics of
membership and if grmenians are themselves interested or do they
want help from outsiders.The needs as defined by the Primate cons¥ts
in writing off the mortgage and new facilites comprising new
sections and buildinge.

With reference to that, the letter of r, Bardoony to Alec Manoogian
was read in which the answer was that we may get help if the
mortgage on the property is paid off and contribution expected for
new contructio to be used for cultural purposes,

Also letter td'Sam Harrisom by, Mr. Bardoony was read.This was

the starting point of the intd@diew of the Primate and S, Harrison,'

» In order to advance proof of the interest of Armenians as

far as payments are concerned they were two propositions ;

Start a fund raising campaign up to $ 2,000.00 at least which
willbe used to reduce the amount of the principal of the mortgage,
,88 proposed by Dr. A. Pakchanian, The other is the mohthly payment
of pledges which is being at the present conducted by !ir, Iohannes
Hekimian, The Parish Council will decide on this matter on their
next meetings.

It was suggested that some efforts be made to organize our youth,
lf possible a Chapter of the Armenian Church Youth Organization
&f America could be established and in that respect our younger
members of our community should be approached,

The meeting was adjurned. N

P.8, After qgfyreading of the minutes the following omissions
were added 3
Mrs. R. Sanjakian submitvted a financial report of the
Building Pund for the last 2 years.This account shows
a8 balance at the end of 1970 an amount of approx. 4 80,00,
Messrs. 3. Saxenian and Y.Hekimian reminded that according
to instructions of the Primate this also should be turned

to the Parish Council jn a 60% percentage.
<22%;AA*{‘“' / '
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Saint George Armenian Church & Center
1111 BERING DRIVE
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

MINUTES OF THE PAAIGH COUNCIL MEETING OF MARCH 7,1971

Members present at this meeting were Messrs. Y. Hekimian,

H. Bardoany,z Kirksharian,J. Boyajian,A. Hagopian,G. Keramian
end J, Yaloostian,

¥r. 3. Saxenian had exodsed himself due to a sickness i%h the
fﬂmj-ly .

The minutes of the prvious meeting were read and approved. ; -éx

Our financial situation as per !r. J. Boyajian stands at$ 1051 OO
afterpayment of the current mortgage monthly paymente. .

we are waiting to hear from M-, Sweet and the Litle Co., with
reference to the tax arrears and ¥Mr, J, Galoostian will handle
this matter as soonfSufficient information is provided to us,

Having learned that the payment of the 60 % from the

treasury of the Ladies Aux. was being refused by the treasurer
of that group Rose Sanjakian,the Council intervened to that
effect,After explanation offered by Messrs Hekimian,Boyajian,
Kirksharian that treasurer had to accept this. in conformity
with the Irimate wishes and the By-Laws of our Church,

It was decided to organize a layman's Palm Sunday service

to be followed by a shish kebob party to be handled by the
Ladies Auxiliary.This activity will be further discused in our
next meeting,

At the same time, we will also study Mr, Hekimian's report of -
pledges collected so far,dividing this responsability and task
among other members of the Farish.This question is the monsot
urgent due to our lack of income,

To be able to take care of these imminent. matters the‘
Council decided to meet again thednext Thursday,March the 1lth

at 5030 P.M.

/ | y




a
o

TR e it £
PR e e T T

_The minutes of tho provioua meoting were read and appravnd. f,la

o

Samt ®enrgt Armeman QIlwrth & (!Imttr
: 1111 BERING DRIVE
‘  HOUSTON. TEXAS 77027 R

MINUT@S OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MSETING OF ‘HARCH 21,197%

&

Hero proaent at this meeting Messrs. S.Saxelian Y Hekimian, |
2.Kirksharien, J, Boyajian,J. @Galoostian and G. Keramian.

The question of news media was presanted again To this respect.
Mogers Hagopian and Galoostian are to pay a second visit to
#fipg, Helen Hekimian in order to fimd out adbout R 8, 3 the
subgtantial subsidies by the Church. This 1ettg¥ §gg§i§ %g :
mailed to all names in the roster of the Armenian community.
Also,the Council will provide eventually all news of interest

%o our organizatbon and it is hoped that these un be published
integrally. ~
- My, Boyajian gave the financial report which is ‘the same as last timo.

‘At the forthcoming General sssembly the pledge campain will b e

initiated and handled by *essrs. Hekiman and Boyajian. |

It was decided that the Pak Sunday, activities will be organized .

as followa: Iayman,s Church services at 11,00 P.,M, and Dinner

at 12.30 noon. The Dinner will comsist of Shish Kebab,rice,saled .

coffee cake,and refreshments. The ride,coffee and cakesgts being

donated by some badies of the Aux, and Mr. Saxenian expressed the .

wishof donating the refreshments.Price has beon decided at 3.00
and $ 1.50 for children 6 to 12 years, o ) :

by 2. firkshariang. The retirement
for the time being and could be initiated immediately after the

" monthly pledge campain,A suggestion made at this meeting was

to organize a new ruffle and special contributiono for mortgago
retirement plan, :

.The meeting was iz;jt:Z:;éZ/b;;,A,____ SRR SR

. As regard the pledgee and the expected income in general, 1t has been
sgreed to keep on with monthly pledges ,statements to that effect |
are going to be mailed regularly, %gpecial ledger will be kept:

P5% the mortgage on the property
which 18 one of our most important goals, will have to he postponed
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Saint George Armenian Church & Eenter ’
1111 BERING DRIVE
HOUSTON. TEXAS 77027

MINUTESOF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEKTING OF May 2,1971

Were present at this meeting the follovwing t 8. Saxenian,ﬁnton
Hagopian,G, Keramian, J. Boyajian and Z.Kirkshrian,

The mirtes of the prwious meeting vwere read and approved. However,
due to the nbsence of Mescrs. Galoostian and Hekimian the cuestions
concerning the 2 new members and work to be done on the back yard
will be again reviewed on our next meeting.

i "4"

e e

Mr, J, Boyajian gave our financial situation report which stands
now at a balance of § 1476.71,

The transfer of the amount of ¥ 400,00 approx. has DRen mrde yet
thie was the 6C %It 18 regrettable that we have among us 4 treagurer |
of the Ladies Aux, who 80 arrogantly defies any form of discinline.
It wam decided to address to that person a strong reminder of the
explanaton contained in the copy of the letter addressed fdt that
purpose ny the Primate t© Mrs Sanjakian. That copy of the said letter
wag read to the membere of the Parish Councll, The Parish Council i
unanimously decided@ on the followint ¢ Although appreciating atrongly
the ¢vforts and advise given to Mrs. Sanjakian , they have %o
also maintain their attitude as regard the dismisaal of the

sald treasurer from the ladies group.This is the only way in.
preventing continaous dissent and disturbances. Already there had
been a previous altercation about the need of purchasing a dishwaaher.
Rose Sanjakian insisting about buying one and all the other Ladies :
disagreeing.furthrmore, the Farish Council in order to avoid d
unpleasant situations;decided to instruct the Chairman of the Ladios

Auxs to avoid inviting that treasurer in their regular meetinga, ;}

cx rHy

i
a3

that she chould bes tcken off the Board, ;@

oew letter will be prepared : addressed to the Primate explainlng .
this particula situation an e nomimtion of a new treassurer cannot
be avoided, , Y

Conaidering hov much affected Mr, Bardoony wee in our last a
"turbulent meeting * and since he is absent, copies of the letters
of the Serpazan to that effect will be mailed to him, B

The Council were gratified by the response of the comrmunity to their
efforts,the pledge campain. 5o far we seem to be doing good,but i
constant check ups are necessary with people who have not pledged 1
‘yet and also reminders either by letter but most definitely in person

for those who are delinquent,

¥e could now open a special savings account,the purpose of wrich
w1118¥o gather some money that would be used for the reducticn of the-
principal on the mortgage, and at the 'same time an additienal income

: o from the interezts[The amount sug'ested is $ 1,000,00, -
//Zi,ouztuh v (continubd) | b
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Saint George Armenian Church & Center -

1111 BERING DRIVE
HOUSTON. TEXAS 77027 (continued)

MIBUTES OF THE PARISH COURCIL OF 'AY 2,1971

As far as having continuous activities at least once monthly,
the forthcoming showing of the Blessing of the Muron will be one
that we hope to make a succeass.As sugsested, we should plan

a mont importan$ one for the besinning of the Fall right =now.

A new raffle or an amniversary banquet could be organigzed and

we should talk about this matter on ocur next meeting,

Preparations are beins mnde for the film showing for the current
month.The appropriate time will be the week end of May or rather

Bunday the 23 rd.letter to Father Paree Metjian who has the film -

will be forwarded., The Ladies Aux, will be approached for food
arrangements for the same eveninge. It is proposed that we nave
en Armenian meal coneisting of lehm madjoon,sarma,tan, coffee,
dessert.The food to be served at 6,00 P.M, and the showing after
géome explanations given by members of the Council about 7.00 or
7.30 P,M.Admittance fees will be & 2,50 for adults,$1.50 for
students and $§ 1.25 for children 6 to 12 years of agze.

Our most impprtant problem for that evening will bde to f£ind or
rent the qf%;asary equipment.This should fit the width of the
f1lm vhich the wide 35 mms. Furthermore,the projection should

be ndapted ¥ our dack hall which is not large enough to contain
all theso itemsy

The meeting waa<2i32522::4yb\_'
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Saint George Armenian Church & Center
’ 1111 BERING DRIVE
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 16,1971

Were present at this meeting the following : Stephen Saxonian,
Garabed Keramian,Josph Galoostian, Zavem Kirksharian,A.Packchanian,
.~ Yohaness Hekimian.The previous minutes were read & apprwd

The tweasurer 4, Boyajian being abuent ve did not have

-a fimmncial situatiopliowever It was learned that we had

finally recoived the check for the 60 % of the eccount of the
Iedies Aux.'e are goimz to open z Savings Aceount where said
amount will be deposited as previously decided in order to «
serve eventually for the reduction of the prineipal of mertzage.
This account will bde arranged to have 2 out 3 trustess to

asign for tii:arawalu and these are Mgssra, Y, Hekimian,J .Boyajisn,
Z.zh'kﬁar

Bopars Galoostian and Hekimian to contact Sxk Matoesian m
Moonjian as candidates for the Parish Council.

ﬂcskonﬁwiuaxdﬁ.ﬁmtabmttheniwaryofﬁo
Serpamfertheceningrauiam»tnhmthammzty
to invite him in our Parish.

msmtalormm:mmrwmﬁmauueum

Bjessing of the Muron being very expensive,about $ 150,00,

Dr. Packchanian promised $0 inquire in Galveston about the

B::aibintyeromhtngmmamcmmmmm
versity there. If not it was decided %0 go ahead and order

the rental from the Houston Bducational Adds,lir, Harris, as

already approved,

&), Hekimisn will ‘take care of the cutting cf the grass and other
detnils rpertaining for the coming event,.Mr, Kirksharian will

mail the special invitations for same. We will have the dinner

at 6.00 P.M.,food to be prepared by the Iadies Aux, amd the
projection of the movie will take place at 8,00 =8,30, This event
was finally decided to be held on Saturday evening May the 29,1971.

A copy of the roster of the Armenians will be nsd‘.ledte Dr o Packe '
chanian who will try to publish an index book. ) :

Cur next meeting {Parish Council) willbe held once a month for
the su mer geason-and that will be the second Thursdays

The Buklding Commitiee question will be discussed further on
but in the meantime it has to accept the authority of the Parish’

Council, ?
The council received a propositien from ¥r. Honk Au.ara_ w:tlz}
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Samt Gz')tnrge Armtmau (ﬂ'hurch & Q’mtgr IR
. 1111 BERING DRIVE : . - .
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027 .

May 9,1971 A

Mrs, Emma Hagepian

Chairman Iadies Aux.

8t. George Arm. Church & Center
5634 Locke Lane

Houston, Texas 77027

Dear Mrs. Hagopian, N
Pleass note that the Parish Council members on their meeting of 3
May 2,3971 had to take a very serious decision concerning the lack 4
of discipline and arrogant attitude of your treasurer Mrs. Rose e
Sanjakian. %
As you know and all other members of your group also, it is very »,%
difficult and very often impossiblae to have peateful.. mcetings with ~

W

the presence among you of a constant trouble maker like Mrs, Sanjakian,

As decided in our sald meeting,we ask you that you do not invite
to your coming meetingmr the sald lady.Arrangemmets will be made loter
on for the nomination of a new treasurer and we will keep Xou posted

on future developments. et

Sincerely yours - 3
P 4!{5 iy

4aven Kirksharian.



Saint Georne Armenian Thuarch & Center
1111 BERING DRIVE
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

MINUTZ3 OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 24,1971

Were present at this meeting Messrs., S.Saxenian, Z ,Xirksharian,
A,Hagopian and J. Galoostinn.

Mr. J. Boyajian havincexcused himself to this meeting we could
not have a financial situation. Also lMr, Hekimian being absent
wve coyld not have a first hand report on the brawl that ;
happened on the Church property among persons present to a
Party organized by some young Armenian of our communitys

The information gathered so far about this incident is very
disheartening in as much as this should never have happened,
this was a fight that had erupted when people were lenving and
on the fromt yard.

Our last church gctivity ,the showing of the Blessing of the
muron was not very successful.The rather not too large gathering
und oubd toudedly apprecianted the film but on the other hand
fininacially it was a pure loss, due to the unforeseen expensese

ihe Chairman advised that the Serpazan had planned to be in
Houston on September 12,1971, Subsecuently a letter will be
addressed to the Diocese in New York, giving our consent and
asking hopeTully that Serpazan's arrival be early Sunday in order
to have an appropriate church activity,.

The meeting was adjurnede.

&
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"Armenian style food and snacks to be served this year earlier at the

s S0l Lt T

-Admission charges will be $ 5,00 and $ 3,00 for students, The set ups

could te brought to the party by the guests,

LAt vk i i i e el

amt (benrge Armeman Q’t;urch & QIcntcr
s . 1114 BERING DRIVE .
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

"MIKUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, OF DECEMBER ¥,1971

Were present at this meeting Messrs, $.Sarxenian,Jt.,Galoostian,
J.Boyaitan,Z,Kirkshrian,G Keranian & A, Hagoplan, This nmeeting

was8 held after the showing o« the film Historical Armenia and =znd
members of the Ledles Auxiliary Joined members of the Parish Council’

_ in order to examine together the preparations of the New Year 8 Party.,ﬁg
- Messrs, Janl Ohanian and Hika Ohanisn have’ achepted to ¥nke eare of the

entertainment part of the New Year's Eve. Party,They wlll make
arranmaments rg4bnve l12fe sntertainment apart from recoreded nmusic,
Mr, AR ' With the Hilton chain of"hotels who 18 in town will

be heading that program,Also there was a proposal to rent a big tent
to be installed on the Patio of the Center Hall in order to have more
room, Messrs, Ohanian are to' roport to the COuncil about their
assignment,

The ladies Auxiliary will be~prepar1ng the menu will consiss of

early part of the evening due to requeste to that effect,
%¥ill have to be provided for by the Parish Councll.Added beverages

Ir order to co ordinate all thase efforts and to aupervise end
be the repressentative of the Parish Council, Mr, Joe Galoostian
accepted to be the Chalrman of this affair,

. The meetinz was adjurned. 1 422?{5;? ot ;‘ 1 vj PRI
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/ $aint George Armenian Church & Center
1111 BERING DRIVE . '
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of December 22,1971

Were present at tnlc meeting Messrs. S. Saxenian,J.Galoostian,
Garabed Karamian,Y, Hekimian,Anton Hagopian and Z.54rksharian.

Messrs. Jani Ohanian and Hike Uhanian,who had joined this meeting

in order to give their report on the New Year's freparations were zlso
present.The question of the live entertainment by Pierre Bed&ossian
1ag not a8 sure thing and for that reason they were trying to organize
gomething different.They were others namely two persons who could

play the organ and a guitar plus a drum.Authorization was given to rent
needed instruments.the guitat and the drum for that week end.Rven

one instrument to be rented before for practice purposes.

We will not have to rent a bilg tent. On the suggestion given by Megsrs
Chanian,lir, Hekimian offered some matrrial he has and that could be
used to cover the pation door area.The work to be done will be handled
by Jani Uhanigﬁ who will be supervizing the group of volunteers.

Mrg, Vanoush “Yhanian will take care of the trimmings and decorations
and My, iike Vhanian was appointed as the emcee of the evening. S
. For any other needs ,the Chairman of the New Yeat's partys lir. Galoostian
will be approached., - ‘ :

Mr, Boyajian,our treasurer,being absent, we 4id not havé a financlal
revort and situation. Mr. Karomian announced that up to the presen
the amount of raffe tickets sold was about $ ©00,00, '

¢ -
The color T.V. was already donated by the Hovas Brothers and was delivered
to Mr Hekimian's place. However,this time the Hov~s Bros, asked and
inquired to ‘r Hekimian sbout the situation and resutls of our raffle
vrogrsmg.They wanted to know if no profit, appreciably,vwas met made,they
would rather prefer to donate a lump sum 07 money, A report whoud be
send to them for that purpose.

The set ups are going to be supplied by Mr. Galoostians

The question of the door priges for the evening was not decided upon.
Something to that effect, is,neverthless,bein: considered,

in our next meeting we should prepare a list of names of members
of our community that we could recommend to the Primate of the Church.

fhe Archbishop has already remind us about this question in previous
talks and letgers* about nomiknaticns in our é%ufghgighf%s,

4

TheAmeeting vas adjurned. (i;;b2223{?7 .
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ST. GEORGE ARMENIAN CHURCH & CENTER
"1111 Bering Drive
Houston, Texas 77027

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 15, 1973

The Parish Council convened at 6 p.m, on Thursday, February 15,
1973, at 1111 Bering Drive.

Present at the Meeting were:

Stephen Saxenian, Chairman

Yohannes Hekimian, Vice Chairman

James Boyajian, Treasurer

Joseph Galoostian, Secretary

Vigen Ohanian

G. A. Melik Keramian

The Minutes of the January 18 Meeting were read.

Mr. J. Boyajian, Treasurer, gave the Financial Statements as of
January 11, 1973, as follows: $2,056 in the checking account and $1,308.97
in the savings account., All bills are paid and none outstanding.

The Council discussed the rental contract for the Nursery which
calls for rent of $100 per month for the first year; $150 for the second year,
and $200 for the third year. It was suggested, and a motion made and carried,
that the rental be continued at $100 per month for this year and a decision
made later regarding the third year.

A decision was made to hold the Vartanantz Celebration on Sunday,
March 11 from 3 to 6 p.m. instead of Saturday, March 10 as previously announced.
Notices will be sent out.

Mr, J. Galoostian read the Minutes of the General Hospitality Meeting
of February 11. (Copy attached)

A discussion followed on ways and means of raising funds to pay off
the Mortgage. The Chairman, Mr. Saxenian appointed Mr. Keramian and Mr.

Hekimian as Chairman and Co-Chairman of a committee to run a lottery or raffle

this year.



February 15, 1973 Page 2

It will be necessary to raise $6 to 7,000 to pay half the mortgage,
the other half pledged by Mr. Harrison., Mr. Hekimian will try to have the
Nursery pay in advance for the year. An effort will be made to have all
pledges paid in the next three months,

It was felt by those present that with all-out drive for funds,
the mortgage could be paid this year and plans then be made to go ahead with
enlarging the church buildings.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Gladys C. Abajian, Secy.

‘ Attachment



ST. GEORGE ARMENIAN CHURCH & CENTER
Houston, Texas 77027

February 15, 1973

The Hospitality Night of the Armenian Church was held on February
4, 1973, at 1111 Bering Drive from 4 to 8 p.m.

A moderate turnout and an informal meeting made the occasion a
success. Mr. Boyajian acted as the Hospitality Chairman, and explained to
the parishioners the contents of Mr. Harrison's letter. Mr. Harrison's letter,
in essence, formalizes his previous verbal commitment of donation of one-half
of the remaining balance of the church mortgage, subject to the condition that
the parishioners raise or contribute the remainder. The remaining mortgage as
of January 1, 1973 is $15,750.

A call for an all-out effort to raise the necessary funds was made
by Mr. Y. Hekimian, the vice chairman of the Parish Council. Mrs. Susan
Ayvazian, the chairwoman of the Ladies' Auxiliary asked that those who could
and wanted to, should join the Ladies' Auxiliary and play an active part in
making this organization strong to serve the community more effectively.

The parishioners were asked to submit their ideas and plans for
raising the funds to retire the mortgage and to meet the annual expenses of
the church,

Mrs. Y. Dancer volunteered to teach Armenian to children. She also
offered her talents to organize and produce a play appropriate to the occasion
of celebrations of feasts such as the ''Vartanantz".

It was announced that those interested in joining the choir should
submit their names to Mr. J. Boyajian.

Pledge cards were prepared and distributed or mailed to the church
members by Mr. C. Keramian,

The following suggestions were received from the floor:

1., That the New Year Party donations be increased.

2. A lottery be planned for this year.

3. A La Carte menus be tried.

4. Rummage sales be held.

5. Bingo be investigated.

6. Booths be secured for sale of food or other items.
7. Solicit donations in person by volunteers.

8. Serve simpler foods.

9. Charge for soft drinks and set-ups.

10. Armenian language be taught.

Respectfully submitted,

J. A, Galoostian



ST. GEORGE ARMENIAN CHURCH & CENTER
1111 Bering Drive
Houston, Texas TT027

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 5, 1973

The Parish Council convened at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, Merch 5, 1973,
at 1111 Bering Drive.

Pregent at the Meet;ng were:

Stephen Saxenian, Chairman
Yohannes Hekimian, Vice Chairman
James Boyajian, Treasurer
Joseph Galoostian, Secretary
Haikaz Ohanian )

G. A. Melik Keramian

The Minutes of the February 15 Meeting were read.

A report was given on the February 17 costume party. It was attended
by 50 enthusiastic people in spite of snow and rain.

Mr. BoyaJian announced that the checking account balance as of March 5,
1973, is $2,577.28. He made a motion that $2,000.00 be deposited in the savings
account to draw interest. Motion was approved.

Circulars for the Vartanantz Celebration on March 11 were mailed
announcing & film of Armenia, songs and recitations by children, and refreshments
to be served.

Mr., Galoostian suggested there be a Committee set up to welcome new-
comers, send condolences and thank you acknowledgments when required.

.Mrs. Suzan Ayvazian will get names of newcomers and contsct them. Mr. Galoostian

suggested dues be paid by members of the Center. The Council generally felt it

was too early to start this.
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There was a discussion regarding a raffle to raise funds. A trip to
Hawaii was mentioned as a first prize. It was decided to table this discussion
for the present.

Various means of canvassing for collecting pledges were discussed.
Copies of lists will be given to a group to make personal calls on people to
turn in pledges.

James Boyajian suggested a Palm Sunday affair, April 15, with a
shish kebab, Easter egg hunt, games for children, etc., with a possibility of
lay service preceding the festivities.

Mr. Hekimian will write & letter for the Parish Council to
Mrs. Rose Sanjakian giving her 10 days to turn over the Ladies Auxiliary funds
before legal action becomes necessary.

The Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
M/y C. lifafc

Gladys C. Abajian, Secy.
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' ST, GEORGE ARMENIAN CHURCH & CENTER
' 1111 Bering Drive
Houston, Texas 77027

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
April 2, 1973

The Parish Council convened at 6 p.m. on Monday, April 2, 1973 at the
Center at 111l Bering Drive. '

Present at the meeting were:

Stephen Saxenian, Chairman
Yohannes Hekimian, Vice Chairman
Joseph Galoostian, Secretary

G. A. Melik Keramian

Vigen Ohanian

Joseph Moonjian

The Minutes of the March 5 meeting were read and accepted.

Due to the absence of Mr. James Boyajian, Treasurer, there was no
Financiasl Statement given.

Mrs. Susan Ayvasian reported to the Council that she had called on

Mrs. Rose Sanjakian regarding the funds being held by her. Mrs. Sanjakian
still refuses to turn over these funds and the Council voted to take legal
action. Mr. Hekimian will turn this over to his lawyer for further handling.

Mr. Saxenian told the Council he had been approached by the Priest of the
Egyptian Coptic Orthodox Community in Houston, asking to.use the Chapel

for their Sunday services until they can establish their own facilities.

He has written to and received approval from the Archbishop, but the

Council decided to look into this further and discuss it with the Nursery
using the building and also talk further with the Priest or a representative
of the Coptic Community. (Correspondence attached) There will be more
discussion on this matter.

Mr. Keramian gave Mrs. Susan Ayvasian names of newcomers so the Ladies
Auxiliary can make contact and welcome them to the community.

Mr. Keramian announced the prizes for the Raffle and the tickets will be
printed. The prizes are as follows:



April 2, 1973 Page 2

1st Prize Return trip to Hawaii for two

2nd Color TV set

3rd Lawn Mower

Lth Polaroid Camera

5th Dinner for 2 or 3 at a leading Houston
Restaurant

The approximate total cost of prizes is $1,300. Donations will be
$2.00 per ticket or $10 for a book of 6 tickets.

The Drawing will be held on Saturday, September 15 at an affair at the
Center. Plans for this affair will be made jointly with the Ladies'
Auxiliary.

Mr. Moonjian will supply a Volley Ball set for the Palm Suncay affair.

Mr. Vigen Ohanian announced he had a simple method of teaching Armenian

and it was felt by the Council there would be a number of people interested
in learning to spesk Armenian. There will be publicity put out on this.

Mr. Hekimian and Mr. Vigen Ohanian decided to panel the walls of the back
recreation room with plywood and close it in. They will do this together
give the Council a cost figure and start on it at once.

Mr. J. Moonjian will check with City Hall to find out the cost of connecting
water lines to the city line. More discussion will be held on this at the
nextv meeting.

The Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

fﬁiLa—JuTrl
Gladys C. Abajian, Rec. Secy

Attachments



