
Mr. Stephan Saxen1an1 
Cbiarman ot Parish Council 
St. George, Armenian Church 
Houston, t.xaa. 

Dear Mr. saxenian, 

December 15,1967 

In answer to your letter ot Dec~ 10,1967 ~resards to your haVing a celebrant ot 
Divine I.d.tur11 on the occaa1oa. ot the "'east ot artauants, I w.,uld like to WOZ'Il 10u 
that Fr. Arakelian will be "ith 70\l on lberuary 21$1968 and oele'bate the DiVine Li.turgJ. 

Aa to a proper prograa or v~, 1t eeetr~S that JOU must ask eomebody to speak on 
tbat day. T.,gether vith the •ptalcw ;vou •7 have some recattat4on and sinaina, perhafl' 
a violin or piano vill add vti&ht to the progra•• 'fbere are plays of V artananta, bllt 
that is a big project tor which 10U need alongel' . ti111e. But you trtaY consider this rw: 
next year cr ao. It you n.eec:l ao. rec1tat1oD& cr songs write to me or to rr. Arakelian. 

Ma:r we Wish you good luck and sa.ooeae tor every step that ypu. and your parish cOuncil 
takes in sel'rice ot the Coamunity. 

With blessings 

Bp. iasken Kebreslian 
Vicar General 
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December lO,J967 

Very Rcvc:rcnd Bishop V2.sken Kebresliun 
Vicar Gener:c~l 
630 Second Ave 
New York,N.Y. 10016 

Very Reverend Bishop Kebreslian, 

\·Te hc.d the occ~~sion to discuss 2.gs.in in 0\).r l2.st Parish 
Council mceti!1..g about the C.L1u:cch services 2.nd ~;;e all agreed . 
to h2.ve this on Vartanantz during the month of February 1968. 

To mc-.ke it ~ success -,Te hope ·we con count on :rour guidc.nce 
for sug:::estions for s.n appropriate prnc;ram.If possible, 1re vrill 
t:~'Y also to h2.ve c:'c the s:;.me time a cul tL.:ro.l program: 

Due to otlr speci:::~l situation in Houston Texas vre i'i"ould 
suc;:.:;est that the Divine Liturgy be held on S·undc'.Y: and not 
ThurcdD.y. 

Father Levan Ara~elian is :~ell avmre of our situation 2,nd :problem. 
and he 2.lso N.a h::::.d the oc.c::='.sf.on in helping us organize several 
of om.' pc:: ~~t af:f::drs .If he l·;rere not av:·ilable for our :proposed 
c.".te, •.1e ITOuld apprecL:cte 2.ny otl1er aT;~ -·Y1t_se:~1ent you cr;ulcl T~lake. 

Respectfully yours, 
-~ ,_ 

I~ 
Stephen Se.xenian~ 

c.c.- Father L. Arakelian 
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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Ol 12/7/1967 

Were prewent at this meeting all members except Mr.Hekimian. 
The minutes ot the previous meeting were read and approved. 
A letter of lather Arakelian was read oonoerning the proposed 
Church services for 1mmediatel7 the week following the Armenian 
Christaas.Owing to the reasons adv·,nced in our previous meetiDg 
it w-as decided to postpone Church services for the mmnth o~ 
Februar.y and do these on the occasion of Vartanants.An official 
le•'l;er wUl. be a4~Hed 1o that ef'feo't 10 the Vicar: Geural, 
since thie ae 'explaifted t., us is th:& r!gh" proeedure, wt1Jh a OG9f" 
to lather .Arakelian.If the latter is not available at that date. 
may be some one else could replace hia according to general 
arrangements made b7 the Diocese for visiting priestsi Due to 
our situation the Church service should be hel4 on SU!ld.q 
and not Thursday and all other details could. be arranged u1 ti_ 
mately. 
The treasure:' Mr. K.s.Gregory gave a repor'i on our financial 
s.ituat1on.1b.e speA*e.l account (or .Blda accOWl't) eta»*J now with 
a 'balance of approx. 3 3,ooo.oo,. Our -regu.a4.acc0Ullt Jat onl.7 
$ l51.oO.Ae this will not be enough to pq t01! our monthl1 
expenses and mortgage payments the Oounoil agreed on making a 
loan and transfer b-oa the special account to the regular 
account for th.e amoun:t ot t l,ooo.oo.This was a.okowledged beiDg 
done a.g::-.inst our will there being no other alternative.since 
our monthly regul..ar· income throu&h 4on.at1ons aU. pledges has 
not improved ye't~ 
:&.he winner o:t our first p:bize • the Mustang car, l'las in Houston 
last week and through Mr .• Hekimia.D an acceptable and convenient 
settlement was made.We ha4 issued a check ot t 2.150.00 ill lieu 
o:t -.. oar aD& IV' 1hl~ urans..-• •• had aaYft approximatte~ 
$ 300.00 in case ke had to buy the oar tor the winru!tr. 
We onl.y have as an outstanding bill to pay stUl in conneotiOl\ 
with the November 4 affairtand that ia the Warwick Hot•l bill 
tor the aa~t o~ I 5to.oo. As discussed previouslr we are goiDa 
to ha,ndl.e th1a to xr. Leon Harrisoa with the hope that he may 
get a d1svouat. Qa this ocoaaioa the Council ~eed to autho~•• 
Mr. Leon Barrisea to e;o aheacl wi'ib the project of .~iDa• gsa•• 
fh.ese ooul.d. lJ.e org&DJ.zed tor the laegian:IJIB oa a once a 11011th basis .• 
An amount of v.p to t ?f:.oe has been apprO't'H to take. care ot ,xp...._ 
ses comprisinc items aD4 neoeasarJ material• 
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Saint George Armenian C1.urch & Center 
1111 BERING DRIVE t HOU,STON, TEXAS 7702.~ IOUH'lltl 
(Minutes Parish Council aee';tiug 12/7 /l9fj?,) 

\' 

In order to have more . than' one tuDd ra:l.silsg a.cti vi ties we 
oould think l.a'ier em. other events that Q;oul4 help us do so. 
For 'bhe time beine as suggested by MI-t . ..._. and. appraYM. 
by 1;he Cha:baan it wou.l4 be advisable to -hold aatheriDIJ ot 
people for oul'tnU:'al purpoaes :wi"bhou.t': fW.7 ad.Jaiesion fee~ !h;s 
wou.l.d help keep people intere,sted ia\ our 'Ohu.roh a.M Oen'ier• 
To help organize such even'is Mr. OhaJk:Laa will write tc Bew York, 
l!'a1iher Aralteliall,for Dlovies and othe~. items neoeesall)" :for 
our cul tura.l programme. 
A o1.roular letter of lU.ahoJ ~orooa was rea4 concerning the 
PU'bllo Relatlone ..._ .... w.tiw-. tt ue 4aeu..l te aeataM . 
Dr. Anab~rHarrison i~ she woul.d. ao<:ap·t and we are goin g t:o 
approaOh o that effeot. In oas• .~e doea not accept we will 
have to think of someone else. 1 · 
A discussion erupted abou" the N": Years lve par'lJ' ef'fair. 
The chairman explained that he\ ha.d'·. been ·approached by thfl 
Houston A:rm'Plian Vomena Aesc. a.bou.t that -event and that thttl• 
l.adies had wished to organize ih\at"':-.venins with all prooeecls ·· 
go~ to OUl." Church. They had sen' ~-~ter to advise us about 
this and their plans for the benijf'it. 'ot our orga.niz**&OJ&have 
been outlined in the :Parish Ooune~1 ine~tins of 10.5.67, .At that 
meeting the Council had decided to\acce,)-. this propoaal tor 
similar evenillgs~«assrs. Bardooey .d ::Sa.lijakian o.,posed this 
and presented .~ counter proposition.1,to ref'U:Qe this nrivilege 
to theH.A..W .A. and instead ha'f'e the \party be'.or,>;anizect b7 
the Church A;uxlliaJ.~y. On further diea'tls.ioa 1 t \was learned that 
the Church Ladies group~ving had ~ dissentions among 
themselves alld particularl.J' the policy of reh.s~ and not 
ac_QeptiDg to be aore liberal to~tards f4le arm•n~ community 
as~hole,had their members dwindled to <me or wo• This as 
a result o~ their disacreem.ent wi-;b. thlt,. Chaj.rw~\of their 
group•) Under these cirO\Ul'lstancea a.nd b~iUJtl !.t wt1'i be a 
gross error :for i;hQ fut-ure auoceas of o~ orfaniza~ioa the Ohair_ 
JI8D. insJfSed tha1; lhe org~ation of the ··venilaB~"':kutrte4 
to the first group • .U.a because as he edpained~l'"'eiunotl 
nor ~,had never been approached ahead (if .,~lae ot slq' suaJ 
aotivi:Q" by Mrs. Rose San3ak1au (Ohairlf~.a>;tt is not aooepilable 

=~=~~T~~~~~~~Ro that on every oocasioa a:tter aU arraD(f~ts·~mut oomm1-...te 
aade Mrs, S&D3ak1 an woul4 come wit11 a 4~B~tl\ll and this will 

SAM G. HARRISON ""' """"' ........ "";j ;,._\ ·. IlL_ 
HONORARY CHAIRMAN come too la.e to .,. aocep.... Mr. sax·~,' as'ktd :trom ""411"•89J\. 
~:;A~~~A~N sAXENIAN ~akian that he obtains a. list ot datee of all _.8Jlts fr011 . 

Mrs. Banjald.an :tbr the ,..B:I! 1968 1n ~C tQ; a•oU. 4isoues1ons•· H. C. BARDOONY 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

;.Ac~~,N.,R~IRKSHARIAN A pl!'oposal of Hr. Bagopiall tor an eve~ \ ~ oonj.otioa with 
~~E~·s:RRE~GoRv · theH.A.W ..... aM LadieS Au.zUia.r7 WQ$ ~··!i!h\8 0~ 8\JggeS"ie4 
ANTON HAGOPIAN •o put to voie in order to get a <lec,ist'P• \OD.\ iahis SQjeo._, 
voHANNEs HEKIMIAN Mr., Bardo~ turned this 4~ oonune;liti:ql tl'la" he never ha4 hie 
JANI CHANIAN WST w~n it came to votiDg~e chairmai sa.~d he cUA not s" 
MIKE SANJAKIAN -.ll 
.. DVISORS other al:iernative to hie t:Lrst pr&posJU- a._ it Messr .. Ba2'd.ooa;r 

a.n4 San;Jald.aa wan'ied that Mrs. laai,Jdd.&ai lfa.S oal.J given 'bhe 
/ ?~ /~~ (tr/ be oo~i1nued) 

I 
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SiliiBUd· 
(Minutes o:r the Pariah Council meeting ot 12/7/196? 

righ'b 'io go aheacl aDd organise this event which 'because ot 
her would attract a very limitel number o~ people he would haYe 
nothiag else to to 'but turn over to them 'ille d:Lrectioa ot th• 
Cou.no:U. all at:te.irs aD4 books. They would therefoJte be reapoJl.. 
si'ble o:t this si1ma'$i.on ~ aooept to take care. of all eommi\,. . 
ments,tinanoial 1nolu4ed•~essrs. Hasop1&D!AD4 llrkSh~iaa_ex~esa~ 
also an identical. opinion and said that .,tt Ud also retirrlt1 

Messrs. Bar6oony and Sanjakiaa made no comments~ 

The meetiDg vas ad.juraecl• 

ZAVEN KIRKSHARIAN 
SECRETARY 

K. S. GREGORY 
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YOHANNES HEKIMIAN 
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Mr. Stephen Saxenian 
7534 Briar Rose, 142 
Houston, Texas 

Dear Mr. saxenian: 

April s_ 1971 

We have been receiving the minutes and other material 
you have been sendinJ, and we are very pleased to have them, 
since they effectively keep us apprised of your activities. 

1) We do not think, however, that it is necessary to 
send such minutes to Mr. Harrison, who perhaps should not 
be bothered with all the details of di~cussion. It would 
be much better to provide him with periodic reports concerned 
with your parish's accomplishments, affairs_ services and 
various activities. 

2) The practice of turning 60\ of the funds of auxiliary 
committees to the Parish Council must of course be followed 
by all such committees. The Church Building committee, 
however, cannot be considered in that category, since all its 
income goes for the purpose of paying off the mortaage. 

This has been the rule in all our parishes, as well as 
in our Cathedral Project. Building Committees cannot be 
expected to turn over any funds for the operation of the 
Church; it is a special committee with a special purpose to 
which it must be permitted to dedicate itself and its resources. 

Prayerfully yours, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Prim•te 



taint Cltorgt Armrnian C!!lturrlt & C!I'tnttr 
1111 BERING DRIVE 

HOUSTON. TEXAS "17027 

MDlU'.rES OF 1'HB PAIIGH COUNCIL IIEETII'G OP MARCH 7,1971 

Members present at this meetiDg were Messrs. Y. Heldmie.Jl, 
H.Bardoany,Z.Kirkshar1an,J. Bo;rajian,A. Hacopian,G. lteramian 
and J. aloostian. 

' ' ... 

~~ • Saxenian had exOilsed himsel~ due to a sicknese ~ the . '" : :· 

' ' ' ' ' ' i;, ' ' ··. ' .~·~ • ·:~'!, 
fhe minutes of the prvioua meeting were read and approved. .. 

··.:· 
Our financial situation as per Mr. J. BoyajiaJl at~d• att 1051.00 ,. 
afterpayment of the current mortgage monthly parment. . .. 
W• are waiting to hear froa Mr. Oweet and the ~itle Co., with 
reference to the tax arraara...:e.nd 'Mr. l. Galoostian rill handle 
this matter as soon~ufficient information is provided to ua • 

..... 
Having learned that' the payment et the 60 ~ from the 

f 

:' ·, 

treasury of the Ladies Aux. was be1ng ret'used by the treai!Nl'er ... 
ot that group Rose Sa.njalcian, the Council 1nterYene4 to that '"" ' 
eftect.Atter explanation offered by Messrs Hek1mian,Boyaj1an, ~:,~ 
Kirksharian that treasurer had to accept thia,. in conform1 ~ 
with the Primate wishes and the By-Laws of our Church• 

It was decided to organize a layman's Palm sunday service 
to be followed by a shish kebob party to be handled by the 
ladies AuxiliaTy.!hia activitr will be turther disoueed tn our 
next meets.q. · 

At the enme time, ve will al.so study Mr. Hek:imian' s report of 
pledgee colleote4 eo far,dividtng this reeponsability and task 
among other members of the PariBh.fhis question is the most 
urgent due to ~· lack of 1ncoae. 

~o be able to take cere of these ~mminent .... .-attere the • 
Council decided to meet again tbtt6next fhtlrsday,March t:ae 11th a" 5.:50 P .Me 

A!2..1~~-

~-~Jtl.4~io<"~~ 
• 

, ,· F 

• 
) ~ I, .. 

', .. 
. ~· ::' .. ' 

~- • ..•.. + 

>.,..· 't, .. ~'ii!>· '.dJ- "l.,. 



§lnint CBrorgr Armrninn C!Tlturrlt & Q!rntrr 
1111 BERING DRIVE 

HOUSTON, TEXAS -n027 

HINUTES OF THE PtJliSH COUNCIL M~ETING OF FEBR. 21 ,1971 

• 

Members present at this meeting were Messrs. s. Saxenian, 
Hrant Bardoony,Yohannes Hekimian,Z.Kirksharian,Anton Hagopian, 
J. Galoostian • 

• 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved after 
an adeendum vas added. 

The treasurer Mr. Boyajian bein& out of town no financia1 
statement was obtainable. 
As suggested by the Primate,the minutes of the Council m&etinga 
will be also forwarded to Mr. Sam Harrison at the S'·me time thewe 
are sent to lfew York.I-lr. Harr.ison having shown concern about 
our organization will surely be interested.A letter,originally, 
wi~ be mailed to home address together with copies of the 
minutes. 
The council decided also, to mail letters to the Ladies A~. and 
Building Fund asking them for payment of 6<>1' of their balance 
at the end of 1971 as per instructiolBof the Primate contained 
in the minutes of our meeting of February 8,1971. 

' Our Vartanantz activity was reviewed. This had gathered a crowd 
of approx. 75 people including children.The proceeds amounted 
to ~ 1::30.00 = exact fi.,;;ures with Mr. Boya:i i.an.Considering 
this waa a week day celebration the turn out was satisfactory. 
Letter of thanks will be mailed to the ladies Aux. and Mr.J. 
Bedevian. In order to recognize the efforts of r~. Bedevian 
we are going to organize a testimonial dinner in honor ~ 
members of the Choir.Thia will be organized by the Ladies Aux. 
on Sunday March the 7th at 6.00 P.M. ~etter of appr1c1ation and 
invitation to be m::;,iled to I-tr. Bedevian and other invitatilons 
by Nr. J. Galoostian.A gift to Mr. Bedev1an will be presented 
to him on this occasion and this willbe taken care of ~ Mr. 
Y. HekimiP.n. 

~he chairman stressed out again the importance of publicity. 
Publications should be made as often as necessary.To that effect 
a letter of information to New York will be mailed abou~roeter 
of Armeniana papers that we could also use for our bener1t. 

'l'he pledge cnmpain by Mr. Bekimian is shap~~out satisfactorily 
and a report to be presented immediately fornlanning the collections 
J:urthermore,i'lr. Mantchulian will be approached by l1eesra. 
Bardoony .and H~opian and Toir. li'eo Valian by Messre,saxenien and 

n~imii' (continued) • 



8aint ~torgr Armtnian C!Titurrlt & <!rrnttr 
1111 BERING DRIVE 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027 

l'lint;ea of the Parish \Jouncil meeting of .r·ebr.21,1971 (continued) 

~e question of communications and publicity w~s agatn brought 
forth by 1'Lr. ::Jaxenian who suggested that lid--s Helen Hekimiln 
be approached in order that she continues her monthly publication 
with Church eubsidies ae required.Messrs Hagopian and Galoostian 
to handle this matter.Until a decision is taken our Church'• ; ~ 
monthly "News Bulletin" will :forcibly be discontinued.It is '· ·!. __ 

hoped that Mrs Hekimian will accept and by so dotng will keep 
in close contact with us concerning the news items that we.vauld 
like to appear. 

We should go :forward with plana :for our fUture needs. Oa.r 
expansion program comprises new buUdgin8s, a special savings 
account for guch program.Aremnian local architechts as Messrs. 
Ohanian and Vartanian could be approached for rough drawings. 

Concerning our fUture plans on religious and cultural fields, 
it was learned that the Primate before his departure had said 
that he was going to hand over to ~r. Boyajian his written 
instructions.These will include also an organization concerning 
youth activities. · 

Further inquiries about an old tax on the Church property going 
back to the year 1965 will be examined and made.This vas postponed 
for our next meeting. 

1'be meeting va 
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