
R 0 C K E FELLER CENTER. I N C. 
50 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020 

March 11, 1976 

Miss Syrann Palvetzian 
Director of Cultural Affairs 
Arm:.anian Church Diocese of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Miss Palvetzian: 

As part of New York's city-wide Bicentennial activity, Rockefeller 
Center is preparing a major exhibit saluting the immigrant's role in 
the history and shaping of our city and nation. It will open on Thursday, 
May 27, in the Channel Gardens, site of the Center's traditional holiday 
displays. 

Kissilof£ Associates, a New York City design firm, has been retained 
in connection with the preparation of the exhibit. Two staff members, 
Susan Kapsis and Jean Zien, are currently involved in searching out 
relevant information, photographs and artifacts. As part of this research 
they would very much welcome an opportunity to talk with you and will be 
contacting you shortly for this purpose. 

Any cooperation or assistance you might offer will be deeply 
appreciated. Credit for such cooperation will be noted in the information 
released about th-e--exhibit and at the site itslrtf; - u-~ ~ -~-~-- --

~,,,ce)'td{, . ~ 
~lagher D 
Asst. Vice President/Director Public Relations 

cc: Mr. William Kissilof£ 



KISSILOFF ASSOCIATES,Inc. 
909 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022,421-8448 

Miss Syrann Palvetzian 
Director of Cultural Affairs 
Armenian Church Diocese of America 
630 Second Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

Dear Miss Palvetzien: 

March ll, 1976 

As you may know, we are working on an Outdoor Bicentennial 
exhibit for Rockefeller Center, concerned with the theme 
of Immigration and Ethnic Groups in New York City. 

We would like to include your Group in the exhibit and 
will be calling you during the next week to request to 
look at items to photograph, reproduce, or borrow. These 
items would include diaries, letters and recipes, handi
crafts and folkcrafts, needlework, pottery, wood carvings, 
toys, dolls and games, artisan's tools, and any items you 
feel would be appropriate to portray the rich traditions, 
heritage and lifestyles you contribute to and share in 
New York City. 

Since the exhibit is to open May 27th, researchers Susan 
Kapsis, or myself, would hope to be able to meet with you 
in the next couple of weeks. 

Thank you for your help in what we expect to be another 
celebration for all of us. 

Sincerely, 

KISSILOFF ASSOCIATES, INC. 

~?U-~ 
Jean Zien 

JZ:nl 
cc: Rita Gallagher 

William Kissiloff 

Planning and Design 



Mrs. Ann Watton 
446 Clinton Avenue 
Wycoff, New Jersey 07481 

Dear Mrs. Walton: 

May 12 t 1976 

We have been made aware of the great service you rendered 
our Diocese in fts special Bicentennial fund-rafsfng program 
wnfch was headed by Mr. Dadetfan. It IIUSt have been gratifying 
to you, as ft was to all of us at our Center, that the program 
proved altogether successful. 

And as alw~s, success ts not achfeved·automatfcally, but is 
inevitably the result of sustained wort and devotion - and fn the 
case of the Church, on the part of ~~any ntany people. 

We are deeply appreciative of the effort and devotion you 
placed at the service of our Dfocese; ft fs the sort of thing 
that enables the Church to survive, not so 1111ch for what ft 
produces. but for what it means 1n ftself. 

May God bless you always. 

st 

Prayerfu 11 y, 

Archbishop Tort011 Manoogian 
Primate 



Mr. iHchael Young Warder 
Vice=President 
Community Relations 
Bicentennial Committee 
4 West 43rd Street 
New York, ~ew York 10036 

Dear Mr. Warder: 

May 21, 1976 

llis Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian vias pleased 
to receive your letter of May 16, concerning your 
Bicentennial Committee and its work. 

The Primate is already involved in a nwaber of such 
projects, and has as well continuing ecumenical 
responsibilities, and regrettably will be unable to 
participate in this program. 

!•fay your celebration of our .Bicentennial be altogether 
successful. 

vb 

Yours sincerely, 

Reverend Mampre Kouzouian 
Canon Sacrist 



Bicentennial 
God Bless America 

Committee 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Armenian Church Diocese of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, 

4 West 43rd Street 
New York, NY 10036 
Tel. (212) 391-2579 

May 16, 1976 

I am writing to introduce you tb the Bicentennial God Bless 
America Committee. Enclosed you will find a Statement of
Purpose drafted by the Committee, as well as a brief descrip
tion of the Bicentennial Projects to be undertaken. 

Basically, the purpose of the Committee is to awaken 
Americans to the values of their heritage -- to return to that 
spirit of faith, sacrifice, and service exemplified by our 
Founding Fathers and pioneers. Throughout 1976. the Committee 
will sponsor performing groups such as 11 Sunburst, 11 11 New Hope 
Singers International, .. and the New York City Symphony. The 
Committee also maintains a Bicentennial Speakers Bureau. 

A spectacular Festival is planned on June 1st at Yankee VI 
Stadium to celebrate our country•s 200th Birthday and to give 
thanks to God for the blessings He has bestowed on this nation. I 
Enclosed you will find copies of the organization and projects v 
of the Committee. Funding for all these projects is principally 
from the Unification Church. 

You have been recommended to be an Honorary Advisor to 
the Committee and we would be delighted if you would accept. 
Your responsibilities would be to suggest organizations or 
names of those to whom our Committee could direct its resources 
to promote the Bicentennial. You are invited to participate as 
much as your schedule will allow. 

A Bicentennial Banquet/meeting may be held in the latter 
part of May for our Advisory Board members. We would be deeply 
pleased and honored to know that you would join us in helping 
to make this Bicentennial celebration a truly significant and 
memorable one. 

MYW/cs 
cc: Rev. Mampre Kouzouian 

/ 
I 

/ 



" .,__ . - -

ARMENIAN HERITAGE DAY 

MAY 22 

Kiaa Siraun Pavletzian 
Dio•••• of the Armenian Chureh 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Siralm, 

6 Overbrook Lane 
Eaat Greenwieh, R. I. 02818 
Kay 13, 1976 

It waa so ni•• seeing you.in Philadelphia even if tor brief 
momenta at beat. It was aueh a heotie weekend for all of ua 
that I womder how w• manage to aurvive aueh ordeala. The 
A~menian Sehool eoaterenoe waa au•••satul am uaual although 
w• eould have uaed more time. 

Our plaRa for Armenian Heritage Day are oomiag along very well 
at this atag• at it geta down to th• wire. I have arranged for 
a aeeurity van to b• 1m New York on Friday Mar 2lat to piok 
up both Mr. Hazarian'a eolleetion and your exhibit from the 
Diooeae. They will be returned on Monday, May 24th in the aame 
manmer md all will be protected by ixuurmee and guards 
throughout the t im.e 1 t i a ill our hod a • Der Haik Doniki&R will 
be driviDg out to New York oa Thuraday to help Mr. Hazari&R 
paek and will drive htm baek here to Rhode Ialand on Friday 
after the •••urity van arrivea aad packs the itema. H• may 
be 1n touoh with you during thia tim• in eaae there are &RJ 
last minute details to !ron ou•• I'm sorry I couldn't be with 
him but I have ao many laat mlaute thinga to attead to ·- it 
at all poaaible I will try to make the retura trip with Mr. 
Hazarian on Monday. 

I want you to know that the Armenian Heritage Bieeat•~ial 
Subeommittee aad mJaelt aa ehairman of the Art & Fiae Arta 
thanks you and Arehbiahop Torkom Manoogiaa for all your help 
aad oooperatioa 1R allowiag Ul to uae the items at the Dioeeae 
to help make our Armeni~ Heritage Day •el•bratioa the beat oa• 
this atate haa ever aee•• 

Moat Si:acerely, 

~ ~IUI~arily.m Woloohojiaa 
Rhode Island Bicentennial Commission ~ Rhode Island Bicentennial Foundation 
The Old State House 150 Benefit Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02903 401-272-1776 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENliE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 • 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

I~ay 25, 1976 

In anticipation of our Nation's Bicentennial, when as many as 
five million visitors are expected in i.'le\<T York, the Committee 
for July 4th in Old Ne~., York is planning one of the Nation's 
greatest Independence Day celebrations in historic Lower r1anhatto.n
This event, which over the years has become one of New York City'£ 
major public events, will be the City 1 s official July 4th Salute 
to our 200th Birthdayo 

As e:xpected, there ~1ill be a blaze of activities too numerous 
and varied to mention here, but the Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America wishes to invite you to participate in one of 
the major vlanned events -- the Armenian Art Exhibit -- which 
will be shown on Broadway across from Trinity Church. The hours 
will be from 10~00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. with all proceeds from sales 
to be retained by the artists. Pegs on '"hich to hang paintings 
t..rill be provided. 

':'!e feel certain you 't'lill agree this is a unique opportunity not 
only to display your work to a large audience, but also to add 
another lc-.u·:-el to the already m:l.jor contributions of the Armenian 
people to this great city. 

If you are interested in partici?ating, please call me at the 
Diocese before June 10 for further information. (Telephone 212-
686-0710.) 

Yours sincerely,, 

~,ovf;,j~ 
~y:Jn Palvetzian 
Director 



t 

'l'he Reverm1d Richard R. Kirk 
Director 
Committee for July 4th 
15 State Street 
.. low York, dew York 10004 

Dear Hov~rend Kirk: 

May 7, 1976 

I have received your letter of A,tlril 23 inviting ~ to 
participate at the Service of Thanksgiving marking tile 
independence day cclel>ration of our coWltry. It would 
be my ?1easure to attend this important event in the 
history of our nation. 

1-tay I also inform you that His Eminence Archbishop 'l'orkom) 
Manoogian, Primate of the Diocese of L~e Armenian Church 
of America, will also participate at this importm1t event 

Wishing you success in your endeavors. 

vb 

Sincerely yours, 

Reverend a.ampre .t<ouzouian 
Canon Sacrist 



darch 30, 1976 

The Reverend Richard R. Kirk, Director 
committee for July 4th 
15 State Street 
New York, :~ew York 100')4 

Dear Reverend Kirk~ 

I have received your letter of March 29, concerning 
the citv's observance of America's bicentennial and will 
be happy to participate in the Service of Thanksgiving 
planned for July 4. 

at 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



tirs. !\qncs :;a l fay an 
G27 ~est EnJ Avenue 
ite~J York. i·iew York 

Dear t-lrs. Kalfayan: 

.July 19, 1976 

The participation of our riocese in the celeLration of the 
Bicentennial in New York on July 4 was a very happy occasion, 
vlitll results that were alton,ether impressive and praisetvorthy. 

l,Je have many peop 1 e to thank for this. without whose he 1 p 
and cooperation we woulJ not ilave been able to do anythinq. 

Yo!:r invaluable contribution is deenlv anpreciated. As in 
the past, your readiness to brin9 your tal~nts and energies to 
the service of our C:hurch is hif)hly commendable. 

t·lay God bless you ah:ays. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

.tkchbishop Torkom t~anoogian 
0 rirnate 



~1s. Vanessa James 
685 West End Avenue, Apt.17tA 
New York, New York 

Dear r~s . James : 

July 19, 1976 

The talent and time you so willingly contributed to our 
Diocesan celebration of the Bicentennial on July 4 are deeply 
appreciated. 

Our best laid plans may have gone somewhat awry, but all 
of it together, with people like you involved~ produced a most 
rewarding and joyful experience. 

lJe are very grateful to you, and pray that the lord may 
grace you with His blessings. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom f1anoog ian 
Primate 



The fteverend Vartan rieqherian 
Pastor, Holy Cross Armenian Church 
GSO ~est l87th Street 
~iew York, New York 10033 

Dear Father Vartan: 

July 19, 1976 

'v!e wish to express our appreciation to you and your parish 
for its participation in the contribution the Diocese made to 
the Bicentennial celebration in fiew Vorl on July 4. 

The Armenian food prepared and dispensed by your nar1sh on 
that occasion added considerably to the success of our endeavor. 

Please communicate our gratitude to yo~r council and to all 
those directly responsible for this outstandin9 effort. 

cc. nr. Sam Chapootiar. 
Pari sl1 Counc i1 Cha i rPJan 

Prayerfully~ 

Archbishop Torkom ~anoo~ian 
Primate 



Hr. Michael Halberian 
46-01 193rd Street 
Flushin~, ~ew fork 

Dear Nr. tlalberian: 

July 19, 1976 

He are extremely grateful for the huqe responsibility you 
and your committee assumed and acquitted so well as part of our 
Diocesan celebration of the Bicentennial in New York on July 4. 

The organization of the food area must have been a massive 
job, and indispensable to our overall pro1ram. As always you 
accomplished it in an excell~nt manner. 

Please communicate our gratitude to Bart and Ed Azarian, 
r-!1 nas ;Jaderi an and George Harpoot ian. 

May God bless you and all your loved ones for the readiness 
with which you always serve our Church. 

st 

Prayerfully. 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



tk. Arthur Appisomian 
411 Uestchester Avenue 
t1ount Vernon, New York 

Dear Mr. AppisOMian: 

July 19, 1976 

The participation of our Diocese in the celebration of the 
Bicentennial in ~~ew York on July 4 was a very happy occasion, 
with results that were altogether impressive and praiseworthy. 

We have many peop1e to thank for this, \·1ithout \'#hose help 
and cooperation we would not have been able to do anythinq. 

Your invaluable contribution is deeply appreciated. As in 
the past, your readiness to bring your talents and enerqies to 
the service of our Church 1s highly con:mendable. 

May God bless you always. 

st 

Prayerfu 11 y, 

Archbishop Tor~om Manoogian 
Primate 



Miss Adrienne Alexanian 
2:361 Creston Avenue 
Bronx, ~ew York 10468 

Dear Miss Alexanian: 

July 19, 1976 

The participation of our Diocese in the celebration of the 
Uicentennial in New York on July 4 was a very happy occasion, 
with results that were altoqether impressive and praiseworthy. 

We have many people to thank for this, without whose help and 
cooperation '<1e would not have ueen able to do anythinq. 

Your invaluable contribution is deeply appreciated. As in 
the past, your readiness to bring your talents and energies to 
the service of our Church is highly co~nendable. 

Hay God bless you always. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



.:lr~ :E'rancis G. ~'laldron 
Vice President 
Irving Trust Company 
1 1iall Street 
.:.leN· York, Hew York 10015 

~ear .tr. ~aldron: 

July 19, 19 76 

We are in. the debt of many pa~ple for the Diocesan 
area of the Jlicentennial cel•D:ra.tion on July 4, .but 
very particularly in your debt.··~; · . 

- ... / < 

You did so inueh for us in providing facilities, making 
essential arra.n<.Jements, and yourself supervi~dng so 
much of the activity all day long, that anything we 
might say will seem inadequate as a measUJ:e of OU+ 
sentiments. 

·, 

"rie are Clee.?lY grateful; and pray that you m4y enjoy 
God's --bl~s$ings always. ~·> · 

Pray.,;·tully, ., 

a, : •<;~-~, ,;"-

;, 

,Arc:nbishop Torkom t·1anoog~an 
Pri'mat~ 



<. :. ,:;,· 

'~-

July- ].9, l9::it'. :~ · 
-~· 

Mr. William A.." Trautman 
Irving TJ:USt. Company .· 
1 riall s·t.~t · ;. · 
~-levi Yo~k; New. ":!erk 10015 

~:;:, . . '': ,. _, -, . . .. ~ . . 

,.,_ ../·· . . .. . ';····, 

'l'h.e;,exhil;)it :Qf 'the.'B:A4ariiln colieqtioP duil;n~J··'th$ 'Bi
cen.t;ennia~ ~·~~4~oil; on;. July · 4 waa tr~y' ,.· i.~ie••Lw· 
and adQ.ed i~aauxt~lX · to .... ~e are-. of our DifXI!8~-
pa.rtieipatioa'. · · · · ' · · · ·· · · ·. . · · · 

.,__ .... .;.,f· ) ... · .. · 

. . 

i<IG.z ha~ 1 :Of COUX'Se 1 SG8tl 'the exhibit, 'many ti.illeS <&•for.~:~ • 
but never ·mor.e b~liut.ifully or e~fectivaly' ~splqedi .:·' < 

., )' . ). 

we con~n:a.tulat'e you for .. your art; and thek y-ou . deeply. .;,: · 
for the da'r~tion you brought to t.pis work, .. as(d for 
~~e many other ways in which yo~. helped our o~ureb on 
tllis occasion. · 

i""'~ 

ile pray tn..t.. God may bless ; you always~ 

'. Prayerfully, 

vb 

~"'-·-·;. .. 

. ;. 

. ·;.. __ 



:tr ." Josepb, A. Rice 
.I?re$i:4ent 
Irving Trust Company 
1 Nall Street · · 
~-le"'' York, ;Jew Yo~k 10015 

D~ar .Hr •. Riee: .. :; 

:f 

,. 

' .. 
·,' >· 

'!'he participatio~ of our Dioces·e in th11! . celeb:r--t;i?n· -of the 
Bicentennial on July 4 ~"las a truly rewardi.rig .and joyful __ 
experience. For a good part of· this we are indehti!d tG:J'&u 
and ybur bank{ not only for the spl.endid facilities provided, 
not-only for the sUbstantial cost~_incurred, but also, and · 
~.rhaps mostly; for the i?ersonal J..l)vo'l vement qf ~e bank. ' 
revres~ntatives whose perso;nal_-d.votion and attf,i~U~ to. all 
aspects of the matter·. at hand were< inspiring. ' . ; . 

., 
We have partiq_rqar ·reference to 1'1r,~ rl,?\l4ron and· Mr. T~tlutman. 

We ·are deeply ,~~a~ful to you and ~~ Y.otir· bank. 
; '1 ' I ~.·,. 

··l'r"'erfull '.}' -.z '· J. I ' •. 

. ~. ~ . 

1- -

.· Archbisnog Torkom Mano6-gian. 
-t?rimate · 

.. 

vb · 

'' :~ 

'·· 

<. 



ROCKEFELLER CENTER, INC. 
50 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020 

Ms. Syraun Palvetzian 
Director of Cultural Affairs 
Armenian Church Diocese of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Dear Ms. Palvetzian: 

May 21, 1976 

An outdoor exhibition saluting the immigrant's role in the history 
and shaping of our nation and calling attention to the immigrant 
experience -- so common to all of us in this nation of nations -- will 
open in Rockefeller Center, Thursday, May 27th at 12 noon. 

I hope that you will be able to join us for this occasion. An 
informal reception in the Outdoor Promenade Cafe will begin at 11 a.m. 
followed by the opening ceremony in the Channel Gardens at 12 noon. 
Mayor Abraham D. Beame will open the exhibit. 

Your help and cooperation in the development and preparation of 
this exhibit is most appreciated. I look forward to seeing you. 

Sincerely, 

President 

RSVP: 489-4300 



The Reverend !tichard R. :{irk 
Director 
Committee for July 4th 
15 St;~te Street 
:1~w York, .::l·3W York 10004 

Dear .t<.everend Kirk: 

Hay 18, 1976 

r...,._, par my telephone conversation •~it;.~ you, I am submitting 
below some namea a.ll.d kindly req:uostinq that invitations be 
extended to them to partici?ate in the l.Jew York Cit+' I3icen
tennial celebration on .July 4th. 

His Bminenee :1\.rchbishol.) •riran Nersoyan, A-rmenian Ch\lr~ 
580 iiest 187tb Street 
New York, il. Y. 10033. 

His Eminence Archbisbo? Har Athanasius Y. Samuel 
.SNria."l ortl1odox Church 
293 Hamilton :Place 
Hackensack, New rarsey 07621 

Father Gabriel A. Abdelsayed, Rector 
Co1>tic Ort.."lodox Church 
97-15 i!orace Harding Expressway 
Corona, ~e~ York 11368 

.l:!""at.:.l.<lr .i~. H.· .. Simon, Indian Malabar Cllurch 
12 Ed~-dn Street (Svrian Orthodox Church of the East) 
Ridgefield Park, New Jersey 07660 

Father .7',.bba r.. :1. rtandefro 
:bt..'liOt)ian Orthodox Church 
140 ilest 176th Street 
Bronx, ~ew York 13453 



..=t ·-·· "'!" --.-~ 

-2- 11a:t 18, 1976 

.rhc a;)ovc arc nembcrs of t!w Standinq Con fcrcnco of t!'le 

.Jricntal ')rtllOdOX c;r.lrC''H33 in i\nerica. 

r.: it i·3 ~lOS3ible, I would al::;o like t:1e r:'ollm.rin"! to be 
includad: 

'l':u:; .!,~vcrend i:"'ather Carnig liallo.jian 
.t.>astor 
Armanian Church o·:: the Ho11 ~1artyr3 
209-15 Horace Hardinrr Ex;·)re3s\vay 
aaysida, ~ew York 11364 

l'ho <ever<.:md Pathar iCarekin Kasyarian 
Pastor 
Armenian Ci1urcl1 of Wastchcster 
25 ~·1anllattan Avenu.l 
crest·;vood, .i:le¥1 York 10707 

Looking for,1ard to :tearing from you. 

Sincerely --rours, 

:lcvcrend 1'1a"'!l.?re KouzouL:m 
Canon Sacrist 
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'~'ite Hevorcnd Richarl.:. ~1.. Iar.L. 
Virector 
Comxnitt<;:e for' July 4tll 
15 State Street 
.~ow York, ".lc:w- York. 1000 ·1 

Dear l:.ovure.ad Kirk: 

day 7, 1976 

I have received your letter of .i\,lril 23 inviting Ula to 
participate at the Service of 'I'ha.""lksgiving marking t11e 
independence tiay cc:lel.Jration of our country. It would 
be my pleasure to attend t11iG ii:t:.>ortallt event in the 
history of our nation. 

, 1ay I also inform you that .dis .::!minence ."\rchbishop 'l'orkom 
Hanoogian, Primate of tile i..>ioccsc of the Armenian Cnurch 
of iunerica, will also participate at this important event. 

Wishing you success in your ~ndeavors. 

Sincerely yours, 

··~ .. 

i'.cVGr·:md :1ampre Kouzouian 
l:anon 8dcrist 

vb 



,·. 
' 

'. 

'.o.'ile H.evercnd Richar\l i'-. I~lrk 
uirector 
Couunitt<:!e for' July· 4th 
15 Stat~ Sti:ect 
.~cw York, .lcYT York luOO •t 

Dear l~vurend l\irk: 

. ·' 

day 7, 1976 

I have received your letter of ~'>..;.lril 23 inviting rue to 
participate at tile Service of Thanksgiving marking tne 
indl)p~ndence day colelJration of our country. It would 
be my pleasure to a·ttend tilis importaut event in the 
history of our nation. 

, tay I also inforra you that dis .:::min~nce .\rchbishop 'l'orkom 
Hanoogian, Primate of tllo JioccGc of the Arm~nian Cnurch 
of 1\merica, will also participate at this importrult event. 

Hisidng you succcas in your endeavors. 

vb 

Sincerely yours, 

IzcverCl1d : 1amprc Kouzouian 
canon Gacrist 

- ' ' ' ~ 



.. --.-- .. -
The.Commlttee for 

Offrce of the Ct1a11man 
30 Wall Street 
New York N Y tUOOS 

.. ULY4th 
~ IN OLD NEW YORK 

The Rev. Mampre Kouzovian 
Armenian Church Diocese of America 
St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Reverend Sir: 

E Vrrg1l Conwa~· 
Charrman and Pres1dent 
The Seamen's Bank for Sav1ngs, and 
Charrman of the Commrttee for 
July 41ft 1n Old New York 

Angter B1ddle Duke 
Vtce Charrman 

April 23, 1976 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Mayor of New York and 
the Committee for.July 4th in Old New York-- the City's official 
observance of the nation's 200th Anniversary -- to ask that you 
be present and participate in a Service of Thanksg1ving to mark 
the opening of the Independence Day Celebration on Sunday, 
July 4th, 1976. 

Representatives of the religious community are asked to 
gather at the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary, 7 State Street, 
at 7:30A.M. This will give you ample time to vest and move in 
Procession to Battery Park, where the Service of Thanksgiving 
will be held. The Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, the harbour 
of New York -- important symbols of man's search for political 
and religious freedom -- will form the background for this 
Service. 

Following this, representatives of the religious community 
are asked to join the Mayor, state and city officials for the 
Civic Ceremonies. Both of these events will be held in Battery 
Park. The presence of television and radio requires that the 
Service of Thanksgiving begin promptly at 8:00A.M. The Civic 
Ceremony which follows will end at 9:15A.M. 

This is an extremely important day in the life of our nation. 
The historic contribution of religion in determining the quality 
of 11fe and its present prophetic and pastoral ministry are 
essential to the health of our city and our nation. Your presence 
and thatof the other religious dignitaries will witness to the 
vitality of the religious community's comr,dtment to the city 
and to those values which give meaning to our lives. 

Bnth>ly-C,l~.!lf_• Clmtun MoniJment~ Assoc1ates. Inc 
Th.., Dep,Jrtrnc,nt of Cultural /\ffcli!S P fiCA 
1he Dc'partmunt of Manne "nd Av1at1on 
Lowt.~r Mcmhattun Cultural Counc1l 
Mayor's Offrce of LowPr Manhattan Development 
Mayors Off1ce of Netghborhood Serv1ces 

Nat1onal Park Serv1ce 
NYC Bllentenntal Corporation 
NYC Department of Clv1c AffCJ,rs and Publtc Events 
NYC Econc,mlc Development Adm1n1strat1on 
New York C11y Nat1onal Shrrnes Associates, Inc 
New York Landmarks Conservancy 

Operat1on Sa11 
The Seamen's Bank for Sav1ngs 
The Seamen's Cl1urch lnstttute 
South Street Seaport Museum 
Trtntty Church 
World Trade Center 
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For purposes of the press releases, the television sce'nario, 
and the official program, it is important that we know as soon 
as possible that you will accept the Mayor's invitation. 

With every good wish, sincerely yours, 

The Reverend Richard R. Kirk, Director 

Please respond to: 

Committee for July 4th 
15 State Street 
New York, N.Y. ·10004 
TEL: 269-2710 

I 

~ 
\ 
i 
' 



:!arch 30, 1976 

The Reverend Richard R. Kirk, Director 
Committee for July 4th 
15 State Street 
New York. New York 10004 

Dear Reverend Kirk; 

I have received your letter of ltarch 29~ concerninq 
the city·s observance of America's bicentennial and will 
be happy to participate in the Service of Thanksgiving 
planned for July 4. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

.2\rchbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



... 

The Comm1ttee for 

Offrce of the Ct1a1rman 
30 Wall Street 
New York N Y 10005 

VULY4th 
, IN OLD NEW YORK 

E Vrrqil Conv;a'. 
Chilrrrmm ilnd Presrdent 
The Seamen's Bank for Savrng~ and 
Charrman of the Commrttee for 
July 4th rn Old New York 

Angrer Brddle Duke 
Vrce Charrman 

March 29, 1976 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate, Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Your Grace, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Mayor of New York and 
the Committee for July 4th in Old New York -- the City's official 
observance of the nation's 200th Anniversary -- to ask that you 
be present and participate in a Service of Thanksgiving to mark 
the opening of the Independence Day Celebration on Sunday, 
July 4th, 1976. 

Representatives of the religious community are asked to 
gather at The Church of Our Lady of the Rosary, 7 State Street, 
at 7:30A.M. This will give you ample time to vest and move in 
Procession to Battery Park, where the Service of Thanksgiving 
will be held. The Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island and the 
harbour of New York -- important symbols of man's search for 
political and religious freedom -- will form the background for 
this Service. 

Following this, representatives of the religious community 
are asked to join the Mayor, state and city officials for the 
Civic Ceremonies. Both of these events will be held in 
Battery Park. The presence of television and radio requires 
that the Service of Thanksgiving begin promptly at 8:00 A.M. 
The Civic Ceremony which follows will end at 9:15 A.M. 

This is an extremely important day in the life of our nation. 
The historic contribution of religion in determining the quality 
of life and its present prophetic and pastoral ministry are 

Hdtt~-"ry r_...-Jstl~· !11nlo1 Monument~, Assoc1ntes, lnr: 
Thr [-rr•crartmert d Cult.rr,'JI Attarrs P RCA 
Th, [JP;Jnrtment nf Manne and Av13110n 
L UW('I r~.enhattan Cultural Counr_-!1 
Moyor s Ottrce ot Lower Manhattan DPvelopmcrlt 
Ma1nr ,-, 01trcp cJf 'Jerghborl1oucl Servrc;ps 

Natrona! Park Servrce 
fj Y C [-lrcentonnral Corporatron 
N Y C Dcpar:m<>n: of Crvrc Atfalrs and Publrc Events 
'-J Y C Econr ,mrc Development Adrnrnrstratron 
New York C'1tv Nc:itlc)r1dl Shnn0s Assor1ates. Inc 
New Yorf< Lc~nrlmarks ~onsorvancy 

Operatron Silrl 
The Sea mer's l:lilnk tor Savrngs 
The Seamen's Ctrurch lnstrtute 
South Street Seapnrt Museum 
Trrnrty Churrh 
World Trado Center 
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essential to the health of our city and our nation. Yourpresence 
and that of the other religious dignitaries will witness to the 
vitality of the religious communities' commitment to the city 
and to those values which give meaning to our lives. 

For purposes ofthe press releases, the television scenario, 
and the official program, it is important that we know as soon 
as possible that you will accept the Mayor's invitation. 

With every good wish, sincerely yours, 

~-~R.J~ 
The Reverend Richard R. Kirk, Director 

Please respond to: 

Committee for July 4th 
15 State Street 
New York, N.Y. 10004 
TEL: 269-2710 



4th of JULY 
IN OLD NEW YORK ~~MITfEE 

15 state street • new york • new york • 10004 

(212) 269-2710 

May 13, 1977 

Dear Hiss Palvetzian: 

This is to invite you to participate in this year's July 4th In Old 
Ne\.,. York 1977 Festival. 

We will not be having quite as big a celebration as last year, but it 
will continue to be one of which the city can be proud and everyone ~Jill 
enjoy .. 

Naturally, a New York City July 4th without "ethnic plazas 11 would be 
missing p.:~ rt of what makes the Big Apple so great. So, we do hope you can 
participate. 

We will~ be able to provide funding like last year but you will be 
able to sell items and food at your site provided you meet the proper sani
tation requirements, etc. We'll work with you on this. 

Miss Jean McFadden will be the festival director this year and she 
will be in contact with you as soon as you complete and return to her the 
attached formo {She has to see how many groups want to participate befot·e 
she can start working on sites, permits, etc.) 

We do hope you will again be a part of July 4th In Old New York. It 
just wouldn't be the same without you. 

CW/fa 

encl s: 

4th of July '77 Festtval Committee 

• 

Carlyle Wi dley, President 
4th of July In Old New York 

Committee, Inc. 

American Stock Exchange • Downtown-Lower Manhattan Association • Fraunces Tavern Museum • Lower Manhattan 
Cultural Council • National Park Service • New York Landmarks Conservancy • New York Telephone • NYC Department of 
Cultural Affairs • Seamen's Bank for Savings • Seamen's Church Institute of New York • South Street Seaport 
Museum • Trinity Church/St. Paul's Chapel. -


