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Foreword

The Most Reverend Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, Primate
of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America,
was ordained into the celibate priesthood on July 23, 1928.
The Diocesan Council has designated this year of our Lord,
1954, as Jubilee Year throughout the Diocese in observance
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Primate's ordination.

To supplement Jubilee celebrations in the parishes, a
Central Committee has been organized from among promi-
nent members of our Diocese, with the Most Rev. Archbishop
Tirayr Hovhannesyantz, Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, Rev.
Antranik Bedikian, Mr. Arshak Karagheusian and Mr. Vahan
Kurkjian serving as Honorary Presidents.

The members of the Executive Committee for celebra-
tions are the following: The Very Rev. Hmayak Intoyan,
Chairman; Attorney Richard Gregory, Vice Chairman; Rev.
Vertanes Papazian, Recording Secretary; Mr. Noubar Dorian,
Corresponding Secretary; Mr. George Bashian, Treasurer;
The Very Rev. Yeghishe Gizirian, Assistant Treasurer.

The financial returns of the celebrations, in accordance

with the desire and decision of His Eminence Archbishop
Tiran, will be put at his dispossal and will be administered by
him in the urgent and sacred work of preparing young men
for the priesthood in our Diocese of America.

We gratefully acknowledge the cooperation and contri-
bution of Mr. Haik Kavookjian, of the Bingham Photo Engra-
ving Company in New York, Miss Srpouhie Essefian, and
Mr. Paul Chapootian of the Edison Photo Engraving Company
of New York, in the preparation of this booklet.

TORKOM VARTABED MANOOGIAN
Biographer
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ARCHBISHOP TIRAN NERSOYAN

THE LIFE AND THE WORK

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND OBJECTIVES

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

THE LIFE AND THE WORK
(ARCHBISHOP TIRAN)

We shall present here a biographical sketch of His Grace Archbishop Tiran,
Primate of the Armenian Church in North America, whose personality reveals
a diversity of interests and capabilities.

1—CHILDHOOD AND BOYHOOD—His Eminence Archbishop Tiran, whose
baptismal name was Nerses Tavookjian, was born in Antep, Cilicia, on August
23, 1904. During the first World War, his father, Archpriest Nerses Tavookjian,
was deported and exiled with his entire family and flock into the deserts of
Syria. His mother, Anitza, was the first principal of the Antep School for Girls.
Young Nerses with his three sisters and one brother tasted all the bitterness and
hardship of life in exile.

The family returned to Antep after the defeat of the Turks in 1919, but
their happiness was short-lived because the French Army evacuated Cilicia and
surrendered the region to the armies of Mustafa Kemal. During 1920-21, the
Armenians of Antep fought a heroic battle against the Turks and then emigrated
as far as Aleppo.

In 1921 Nerses was sent to Jerusalem to resume his education at the Seminary
ol the Monastery of St. James.

2—THE TEACHER—After his graduation from the Seminary in 1924, Nerses
Tavookjian was ordained Sub-deacon and was appointed as an instructor in the
Armenian Public School which is administered by the Monastery.

On October 4, 1926, he was ordained Archdeacon together with nine other
seminarians who were preparing to take holy orders in the celibate priesthood.
While pursuing his theological studies, he was also appointed to teach at the
Seminary.

When Deacon Nerses was ordained to the priesthood by Patriarch Elysée
Tourian, on July 22, 1928, he was re-named Father Tiran and was given the
surname of Nersoyan—after the young priest’s grandfather Nerso.

Under the auspices of the Patriarchate, Father Tiran, accompanied by
Father Norayre Bogharian, left for England where he studied for two years;
first at the College of the Resurrection in Mirfield, Yorkshire and then at King’s
College in London.

After his return to Jerusalem in 1930, Father Tiran became an instructor
at the Seminary and Divinity School where he taught classical Armenian, theology,
church history and exegesis. He was also assigned to various administrative duties
at the Patriarchate.

The lessons given by Father Tiran were periods of enlightenment and dis-
cernment, inducing the students to use their reasoning ability and judgment,
and leading their minds into a vast field of intellectual pursuits. He was stern
with his pupils and in the classroom he was greeted with awe mingled with
affection.

The group outings on Sunday afternoons and summer holidays were occa-
sions for further class discussions on a less formal level.

After leaving Jerusalem for new assignments in Paris (1938), London (1940),
and the United States (1944), Archbishop Tiran continued with both his learn-
ing and teaching inclinations by organizing discussion circles with small groups
of people.

In especially organized summer assemblies with the group of young divinity
students and clergymen brought to the United States through his efforts, Arch-
bishop Tiran continued to be the searching mind and the teacher, imparting to
his students and friends a wealth of knowledge from his own spiritual and intel-
lectual storehouse.
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3—THE PREACHER AND LECTURER-—Archbishop Tiran takes care that
the sermon preserves its original significance in Christian worship. He does not
confuse the sermon with speechmaking or lecturing nor does he substitute it
with nationalistic or humanistic oratory. Archbishop Tiran’s sermons are
analyses, exegeses and studies made in the light of Christian truths, of the eternal
verities as taught to us by the Scriptures and Christian doctrine, which he adapts
and applies to the life of the present-day individual, society, nation and mankind,
thus illuminating the path hewn by the past and projecting it into the future.

The sincerity of his convictions, the clarity of his speech, his awareness of
the depth and scope of the message he is conveying, all of these are elements
that open windows in the hearts and minds of the devout and, through these
windows, rays of grace soar as wings towards mankind’s universal and eternal
end, the everlasting and abundant life as revealed in the person of Christ.

In attending Archbishop Tiran's lectures, the listener realizes that he is face
to face with a searching mind. The subject under discussion is examined in all
its details and possibilities; it is analyzed, expounded, coordinated and classified.
For His Eminence, lectures in the scope of another social medium present oppor-
tunities to teach the ideas, principles and truths which serve as guideposts in
daily life. Archbishop Tiran is not so much preoccupied with eloquence as with
proclaiming and expounding the truth. He expresses these truths without any
devious terminology and therefore is unaffected and forthright.

Archbishop Tiran is the unswerving preacher of the Word of Life, revealed
by Christ and genuinely preserved in and taught by the Armenian Apostolic
Orthodox Church.

4_THE THEOLOGIAN AND PHILOSOPHER- Essentially, theology and
philosophy are complementary sciences; therefore it is said that “in order to
theologize one must philosophize”. Father Tiran's thirst for knowledge developed
under the direct influence of the great scholar Patriarch Elysée Tourian. Through-
out the years, both as student and teacher, Father Tiran learned from the great
thinkers of the ages, and proved himself worthy of being considered a logical
and penetrating mind; an intellect well versed in the Church canons and in
philosophical ideas. His erudition and wide knowledge of human and social
movements have provided him with the elements with which he has built and
reaffirmed his Christian Weltanschauung (world-outlook). This analytical, co-
ordinating, reasoning, constructive mind, enriched with Christian vision, does not
hesitate to strike to the touchstone of Christian truth those issues that are deemed
controversial, or which shackle the intellect.

Educators, high ranking clergymen of other churches, writers and authors
of publications concerned with the doctrine of the Eastern Orthodox Churches
refer to and recommend Archbishop Tiran’s writings and theories. \

5 - THE ORGANIZER AND DEAN- - With profound realization, His
Eminence Archbishop Tiran has understood the history of the Armenian Church
and the vital potentialities with which she will fulfill her mission in the life of
our people and the Christian world as a whole.

Archbishop Elysée Tourian, at the time of his enthronement as Patriarch
of Jerusalem, in 1921, declared that the extermination of the Armenian nation
would be counteracted by training clergymen imbued with love for their Church
and people, who would dedicate themselves to the task of enlightening them
spiritually and intellectually. Father Tiran and Father Norayre, the latter now
Bishop in Jerusalem, were among the first harvest of this sacred endeavor.

After his ordination to the priesthood and following his two years of study
in England, Father Tiran became a prominent figure in the Monastery of St.
James in Jerusalem. : S : o

Patriarch Elysée Tourian passed away in April- 1930. With the enthrone-
ment of his successor in the person of Archbishop Torkom Koushagian on
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December 1, 1931, the continuation of Patriarch Elysée Tourian's plans was
assured.

Oskan Bey Mardikian, former Postmaster General of the Ottoman Empire
and then Finance Minister of Iraq, was invited to Jerusalem to balance the
Monastery’s budget and draw up a plan to obtain maximum benefit from the
Monastery’s real estate holdings. Father Tiran ably assisted Oskan Bey and won
his commendation and confidence. )

In 1932 Father Tiran was appointed Dean of the Seminary and School of
Divinity of Jerusalem. His competence as dean and administrator was demon-
strated by the general resurgence of the Seminary. Professors and students alike
felt that he was an exacting, vigorous, and thoughtful person, who was alert
to see that everyone carried out his responsibilities. Final examinations were
stiffened and students developed a serious, rather than casual, approach to their
studies.

The school hours were distributed according to a set program to include
diversified tasks. The students’ so-called “free” hours were used for different
kinds of occupations. Physical culture was made compulsory. In addition to its
annual olympic games, the Seminary also sponsored inter-scholastic sports events.
Basketball, volley ball, soccer and ping-pong became a part of the seminarians
daily curriculum. The Seminary’s Soccer Team became the pride of the Armen-
ian youth in Jerusalem after they defeated the allegedly “invincible” team spon-
sored by the high school of the Latin church.

The grounds extending around the north and south fences of the school
building and courtyard were parcelled out to the students for horticulture. The
carefully tended flowers decorating the altars of St. James Church and the Holy
Sepulcher afforded spiritual uplift to the student. The student’s aesthetic taste,
the flowers he cultivated, and the neatness of his garden were submitted to the
scrutiny of a special committee and won for him the award set aside for that
purpose.

Saturday evening lecture meetings were organized which gave the students
a chance to hear discourses on varied subjects, or to participate in literary eve-
nings with recitations, songs, essays or oratory on a given subject, or to defend
a thesis on a proposed question in a debate.*

With the organization of public festivities, the Seminary became a center
of interests and activities. The year-end literary contests, theatrical perform-
ances commemorating the Vardanians Holiday and other occasions became out-
standing events for spiritual and intellectual enjoyment for the Armenians in
Jerusalem. The seminarians were afforded a preview and foretaste of their future
career by holding discourses in public on a given subject, taking part in contests,
recitations, songs, original works in prose and poetry. ) L

The discipline, the regular attendance at daily worship, the participation
in church services and religious festivities in the Monastery and at Holy Places,
and the special emphasis placed on the study of church music and ecclesiastical
courses, raised the prestige of the community of St. James and made the Seminary
an exemplary institution.

6.—THE. PRIMATE-_The abilities of Father Tiran as an Organizer, Dean,
Theologian, Philosopher, Preacher-Lecturer and Teachqr, were revealed to a
greater degree when through the help and advice of Patriarch Torkom Kousha-

# Schahan Berberian, who came to Jerusalem from Egypt at the instance of His Beatitude
Patriarch - Torkom, to teach sociology, psychology, philosophy and aesthetics at the Seminary
and Divinity School, was the general arbiter of the students who took part in these programs.
He also conducted the student debates and speeches, offering suggestions and criticisms. Hagop
Oshagan supplied the students with literary compositions and essays. The personal appearance
of Patriarch Torkom with an entourage of clergymen and teachers lent to these evenings an
exceptional significance and a festive tone.
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gian he went to Paris in 1938 and continued to serve God in the Armenian
Church. He remained in Paris until December 1939, serving as Vicar during
the illness of Archbishop Vramshabooh Kibarian.

Upon the request of the trustees of St. Sarkis Church of London and with
the permission of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Father Tiran served as Pastor
of that church until 1944. During the bombardment of England, in World War
11, he sustained the courage of his flock with spiritual comfort. Armenian boys
and girls, serving in the U. S. forces, frequently visited St. Sarkis Church and
became acquainted with Father Tiran. They found him to be an understand-
ing person who not only had their social interests at heart, but who also was able
to meet them on the basis of their Armenian heritage.

At the same time, Father Tiran realized the social, cultural, national and
religious problems of the American born Armenian youth and was convinced
that under the protection of the Armenian Church they could find every oppor-
tunity for the preservation of their faith and the traditions of their forefathers.

When Archbishop Garegin Hovsepiantz, Primate of the American Diocese,
was elected to the Seat of the Catholicate of Cilicia, the Diocesan Assembly of
the Armenian Church of America, which convened in October 1943, elected
TFather Tiran Nersoyan as Primate. Due to wartime transportation difficulties,
Father Tiran’s arrival in America was delayed. On November 6, 1944, he arrived
in New York and assumed office, fully realizing the responsibilities placed upon
him and clearly visualizing the manifold needs of the Diocese.

At that time, the Prelacy of the Armenian Church was located at 156 Fifth
Avenue, in New York City, and consisted of two small offices, with a limited staff
composed of one secretary.*

There were only fifteen clergymen throughout the Diocese. The Armenian
Church had a tremendous volume of work to accomplish in the spiritual vineyard
of the Armenians who had settled in America, but only with an adequate number
of spiritual leaders could the Church administer properly to the growing Diocese.

In 1945, Father Tiran travelled to Echmiadzin to attend the election and
enthronement of His Holiness the Patriarch Catholicos of All Armenians. While
in Echmiadzin, Father Tiran was consecrated a Bishop.

On his way back to America, Bishop Tiran visited several major cities in the
Near East where he selected young people who expressed a desire to enter into
the service of the Armenian Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Manoogian, of Detroit, deeply inspired in their faith and
devotion to the Armenian Church and her people, took the noble and far-sighted
step of sponsoring the 4-year religious education of six young men who were
studying for the priesthood.

Following this good example, other devout Armenians sponsored additional
candidates for the priesthood; the new sponsors being Mr. Baghdasar Avakian
and Mr. Garabed Kazarossian of Providence, Mr. Dicran Missirlian of New York,
and Mr. Walter Vartanian of Evanston.

The Parishes of the Holy Trinity Church in North Philadelphia, and the
Church of the Holy Saviour in Worcester, and also the Gullaby Gulbenkian
Foundation, have sponsored one student each to help in the spiritual work done
in the Diocese.

Bishop Tiran made a personal appeal to the Catholicate of Antelias and to
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, asking that young priests be sent to America to
serve in the Armenian Diocese. Within a period of nine years, through his efforts,

* By 1953, the Diocesan Offices had been transferred to 630 Second Avenue, New York City,

occupying a 4-story building on ground which had been purchased by the Cathedral and
Cultural Center Project; and with six secretaries serving on the staff.
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21 new clergymen were added to the Diocesan parishes. Some of these young
priests had been ordained by the Bishop himself.

At present (January 1954), there are seven students in the Catholicate of
Antelias and in American seminaries studying for the priesthood. Four of these
students were born and raised in America.

It is significant that Bishop Tiran is not hasty in conferring religious degrees
and ranks nor does he do so merely “as a reward for good services of many years”.
This true and ardent Prince of the Church is vigilant in bestowing ecclesiastical
rank upon candidates; either in ordaining a deacon, consecrating a priest, or
investing of the ranks of Special and Supreme Vartabed.

While taking into consideration the requests of individuals and parishes,
Bishop Tiran still remains faithful to the Apostolic command which is addressed
to the Bishops and which is repeated in the Book of Ordination:

“Lay hands suddenly on no man.” I. Timothy 5:22.

The American Diocese of the Armenian Church, under the Primacy of
Bishop Tiran, has become the most organized, active, and prosperous Diocese
of the Armenian Church. New parishes have been formed, and church buildings
have been erected or purchased.

The Central Cultural Committee of the Diocese, founded by the former
Primate Archbishop Garegin Hovsepiantz, continues to give annual cultural
affairs to assist in the financial progress of the Diocese.

The Armenian Church Youth Organization and the Association of Armenian
Church Choirs of America, having their Bylaws and definite programs of activity,
have brought together in each parish the sons and daughters of the Armenian
Church who willingly devote their ability and talents so that the mission of
the Armenian Church in America can be realized. In addition to giving, they
are eager to acquire in their own lives the teachings of their Church and the faith
of their fathers so that they may serve the Church consciously and remain faith-
ful to her history.

The annual Clergy Conferences are transformed into actual centers of learn-
ing, with the exchange of thought and discussions carried on by the clergymen
concerning experiences related to their pastoral responsibilities, and the study
of ecclesiastical and ritual questions. The priests obtaining direction and en-
couragement returned to their flocks with new inspiration in organizing and
strengthening the life of the parishes entrusted to them.

The summer gatherings of the clergy, which last for one week, are some-
what different from the conferences as they bring the clergy of the Diocese to-
gether in a more intimate atmosphere. They hear prepared lectures and have
an opportunity to discuss Armenian ecclesiastical questions, as well as general
religious and cultural problems.*

The Bylaws of the Diocese were revised twice during the first 6 years of the
Primacy of Archbishop Tiran. This fact, on one hand, shows a deep interest on
the part of the Archbishop towards the proper administration of the Diocese,
in providing adequate canonical instruments to assure the progress of the Diocese;
and on the other hand it reveals his remarkable understanding of legal matters.
For the American Diocese, which was expanding with diverse activities, it was
important to have this effective legal instrument so that the religious life of the
Diocese could be carried on steadily.

* Devout Armenian families have placed their summer resorts at the disposal of the clergy
for these gatherings and have been their hosts during the past seven years. Those who have so
generously contributed are: Mr. and Mrs. Aram Attarian, of Holy Trinity Church, North Phila-
delphia (four times); Mr. and Mrs. Arsham Kradjian, and Mr. and Mrs. Kegham Kradjian, of
St. Gregory the Enlightener Church, Binghamton (twice); and on another occasion, Mr. and
Mrs. Khoren Shahbazian, of Holy Cross Church, Union City.
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The plan to erect a Cathedral and Cultural Center, as proposed and en-
visioned by previous Primates and Diocesan Assemblies, was put on a practical
basis through the organization of the Cathedral Campaign Committee and by
purchasing the land in a central location in the heart of New York City, easily
reached by all means of transportation. Several factors forced a temporary delay
in carrying out the original plans, such as the campaign to help Armenians who
wished to emigrate to their native land; an AGBU (American General Benevolent
Union) campaign to raise funds; and other national campaigns for similar charit-
able purposes. It was considered advisable, therefore, to postpone negotiations
with an architectural firm until a more opportune time.

Mr. Dadour Dadourian, present Vice Chairman of the Diocesan Council
and Second Chairman of the Diocesan Assembly, and his two partners, Mr. Artin
Aslanian and Mr. Puzant Piranian, have established a Special Fund of the
Diocese. The amount of their donation, which started with $20,000 has been
increased to $55,000. The purpose of this Special Fund is to promote and support
the ecclesiastical and educational work of the Diocese. Parishes which have built
or purchased churches and church halls have been the recipients of loans from
this fund without having to pay interest.

Patterned after this Special Fund, another fund for the Diocese was estab-
lished by Mr. and Mrs. Haig Markarian in their name with a $5,000 donation.

A Clergy Relief Fund was established in order to assure an income for infirm
and aged clergymen.

Through the efforts of Archbishop Tiran, able clergymen were assigned to
the larger parishes while the spiritual needs of the smaller parishes were minis-
tered by the Primate himself, by pastors of various churches of the Diocese,
or by a specially assigned visiting priest.

Throughout the Diocese, religious work is carried on devotedly by the
Parish Councils, Ladies’ Auxiliaries, the Armenian School and Church School
committees, the Armenian Church Youth Organization, Married Couples socie-
ties, church choirs and other groups.

Archbishop Tiran considers as an important part of his primatial duties,
careful attention to local and parish arrangements, including correspondence
with the parishes, the conferences which he holds with Parish Councils and
members of the church, the recommendations and suggestions which he has offered
to them, and all the minute details which are scarcely noticed but which play
an important part in solving the problems raised in the parishes, and which have
helped to coordinate the general work of the Diocese with tangible results.

7—AUTHOR-WRITER—Archbishop Tiran has a clear, logical and vigorous
style of writing. He has not written with the premeditated intention of creating
literature.

After the death of Patriarch Elysée Tourian of Jerusalem, he edited the
monthly magazine Sion for one year, and during the period of Patriarch Torkom
Koushagian he became a regular contributor of religious and scholarly articles
to the magazine.

While serving in Paris as Vicar, from 1938 to 1939, he published the reli-
gious monthly Our Home with the material assistance of Yervant Barguirdjian.

As Primate of the American Diocese, Archbishop Tiran is responsible for
and supervisor of The Armenian Church, official organ of the Diocese, and The
Armenian Guardian, official publication of the Armenian Church Youth Organ-
ization of America. The editorials and leading articles of these monthly pub-
lications define the fundamental vocation and nature of the church and establish
an “ecclesiastical polity”, based upon Christian principles, sound judgment, his-
toric data and experience, and present-day orientations.
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His opening addresses read in Armenian at the Diocesan Assemblies and his
speeches given in English at the Assemblies of the Armenian Church Youth
Organization of America and the Association of Armenian Church Choirs of
America, even though they touch upon administrative and organizational prob-

lems, represent the clear picture of an intellect endowed with the gift of ex-
pression.

Teaching, administrative, pastoral and primatial obligations have scarcely
allowed enough time for his research work. Despite this, however, Archbishop
Tiran has published four valuable volumes:

1. The Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church.
2. The Doctrinal Position of the Armenian Church.

3. Order of the Dedication of a Church According to the Rite of the
Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church.

4. A Christian Approach to Communism.

The Very Reverend Mesrob Vartabed Semerjian, in an article, presents these
works in the following manner:

“In the Divine Liturgy we find a complete and fresh translation of our
Badarak, which in itself reflects much theological thinking. Included in this
book is a twenty page commentary which is an interpretation of the meaning
of the Badarak.*

“The Doctrinal Position of the Armenian Church” is a pamphlet on the
Monophysite-Dyophysite controversy in which Tiran Sirpazan (then a vartabed)
shows how the dyophysite churches (Roman and Byzantine) have retreated from
the position taken by them in the Council of Chalcedon (451 A.D.) and through
the centuries have come closer and closer to the position of the Armenian and
other oriental churches and that therefore the union of the Chalcedonian and
non-Chalcedonian churches on the disputed point can now be more easily brought
about.

“The Order of the Dedication of a Church is a clarified and rearranged
edition of the corresponding rite in the Great Mashdotz from which all unneces-

* The Divine Litgury volume provides the English translation on the page opposite the
Armenian text. All the titles and sub-titles and the rubrics are printed in red ink. 'T’he prayers
and parts which are intoned by the deacon and the clerks are printed on the left side of double
vertical lines, while the prayers which are rccited in secret are printed on the right side of
double vertical lines. This covers the first 107 pages. From pages 108 to 117 there follows “The
Service for the Repose of Souls.” Pages 118 to 125: “The Order of the Service of Jashou” (the
Synaxis). Pages 127-211: Eight Variables of thc Divine Liturgy proper to twenty-eight different
Sundays and Feast Days. Pages 212-25: “Calendar and Lections of Jashou for Sundays and Feast
Days,” Pages 226-27: “The Manner of Finding the Dates of Sundays and Feast Days in a given
Ecclesiastical Calendar Year.” Pages 228-229: “Dates for Easter, Assumption and Exaltation,
from A.D, 1950 to 2025.” Pages 230-233: “The Analysis of the Divine Liturgy.” Pages 234-241:
“The First Lines of the Items in the Divine Liturgy.” Pages 245: “A Note On the Armenian
Church”, written in English. Pages 246-256: “Vestmeuts and Vessels Used in the Divine Liturgy”;
24 of these are illustrated. Pages 257-263: “Practices Related to the Celcbration of the Divine
Liturgy”, written in English. Pages 265-292: “The Ritual of the Divine Liturgy”, in English,
with a brief note on the “Closed” Liturgy. Pages 293-311: “A Bricf Commentary On the Divine
Liturgy”, in 38 sub-divisions, written in English. Pa%es 312-314: A note in English “On the
Preparation of This Book™” ang a list of twelve “English Translations of the Armenian Liturgy.”

(Biographer’s note)
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sary repetitions have been eliminated and in which the beauty of the rite is more
simply and clearly expressed.*

“d Christian Approach to Communism is an attempt to point to a Christian
apologetics such as is bound to be developed by the Church in order to face the
challenge of Communism. . . . The Dean of St. Paul’s Church of London, in
a radio broadcast, has declared that the book is a valuable contribution to our
understanding of one of the factors in the shaping of the future . . . a book

which deserves to be read critically and carefully.” (The Armenian Guardian,
October 1953.)

Archbishop Tiran has the following yet unpublished manuscripts:

A Study of the Character of St. Mesrob
Church History

Pastoral Theology

Dogmatic Theology

Mystic Theology

Exegesis of the Book of Psalms

N9 e A e oo

Exegesis of the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans

Archbishop Tiran is known as a linguist—equally proficient in classical and
g}ode_rn Armenian, in English, and he also has a firm foundation in French and
Furkish, and a knowledge of Greek and Arabic.

Archbishop Tiran is a most erudite, accomplished and outstanding clergy-
man. Holding high the Christian banner of the Armenian Church and people,
he has devoted all his life and abilities to the ideals symbolized by that banner.
He is the selfless shepherd, the ambassador of good will, the courageous and alert
overseer, the chosen servant of God, and Bishop of the sacred lineage of the
Armenian Church. :

* The book, “Order of the Dedication of a Church, According to the Rite of the Armenian
Apostolic Orthodox Church,” includes the following: o
The Order of Blessing of the Site of a Church;

The Order of Blessing of the Foundation of a Church;

The Order of Blessing of a Church;

The Order of Consecration of a Church;

The Order of Consecration of a Baptismql Font; . . S .
The Order of Consécration’ of Painted Pictures in a Church. | .

(Biographer’s note)
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND OBJECTIVES
(ARCHBISHOP TIRAN)

In Western Churches the clergy are fortunate in having the benefit of well-
organized institutions with well-established tradition. Archbishop Tiran was
deprived of such advantage, since the Monastery of St. James had as its sole
and ancient tradition the preservation and the guardianship of the Holy Places
in Jerusalem.

Furthermore, there were not those of the same vision to be found who could
engage in the vital work of bridging the gap resulting when a whole generation
of learned clergymen was uprooted and destroyed with the massacres of 1915.

Moreover, varying conditions of the communities in which he served often
prevented him from following a definite and strict routine. Because he had to
perform many duties which fell into divers fields, his interest was extended not
only to the fine questions of theology, but also to law and science, mechanics,
commerce, sports, and practical problems of administration.

It is a fact, nevertheless, that Archbishop Tiran is a clergyman of vision.
He has “redeemed the time”, according to the expression of St. Paul, in faithful
fulfillment of his religious calling. He is deeply imbued with apostolic zeal
and has a keen sense of loyalty to his church. At all times, he has been an
ardent and constructive worker, farsighted planner, and a pillar of strength
and courage.

In spite of the fact that the Canon Law of the Church has not been
brought up to date in recent times to meet modern conditions, Archbishop
Tiran, being familiar with the spirit of the Canon Law of the Church in general
and with Armenian ecclesiastical tradition, has led the ship which was com-
missioned to his care on the straight path.

Archbishop Tiran’s love for the ancient Monastery of St. James of Jerusalem,
his devoted service to the spiritual and cultural advancement of the Armenian
people, his fidelity to the Mother See of Etchmiadzin and its Incumbent, the
spiritual head of the Armenian Church and people, his conscientious and un-
prejudiced patriotism are virtues grounded upon firm convictions. In order to
secure the rceturn of the schismatic faction within the community of America,
Archbishop Tiran has conducted the negotiations wisely, making honest efforts
to promote the interests of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church in
accordance with the instructions of His Holiness Patriarch Catholicos of All
Armenians, winning his confidence and appreciation.

The above mentioned virtues are partially scen in the address which the
Archbishop read in the Diocesan Assembly of October 1953.

The {following quotations from that address draw a picture indicating
his accomplishments and objectives:

“. . . The increase in the activity at the headquarters of the diocese is the
result of an awakening in the parishes, of the progress in the proper organiza-
tion of the parishes, and of the active participation of the young element of the
community in church affairs. The signs of this progress are seen in the fact that
the faithful are giving to the church and thereby increasing the income of the
parishes. There is also an increase in the membership of the church. More
persons are willing to devote their time and energy to promote church work
and to assume responsibilities of office.

“One of the most important tasks of the Primate is the direction which he
gives to these activities of the parishes. He devotes an important part of his time
to settle their difficulties either by correspondence or in person and to solve the
problems which arise in- the parishes, forstalling eventual disputes or disorders.
The most important parts of the work of the Ordinary of a diocese are usually
unnoticed. He tries to-secure the proper execution of thé By-Laws; he keeps the
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various organizations and officers on good terms with one another. He tries to
promote a spiritual life in the diocese as a whole; to this effect he instructs
either in person or by direct correspondence the priests and the parish councillors
and often sits with them in meetings. All these are not in themselves spectacular
but insure the well-being of the church.

“Since the end of World War 1II, the following have been acquired by the
parishes of the diocese: eleven church buildings, thirteen halls, nine parish
houses, and nine plots of land. These acquisitions cover twenty-three out of the
thirty-seven parishes of the diocese. We have not included among these the
important real estates which have been acquired by the Cathedral and Com-
munity Center Committee. The Primate has devoted a great deal of time and
energy towards the construction or the purchase, as the case may be, of these
properties, and to the campaigns to make these constructions and purchases
possible. He has also taken keen interest in legal as well as architectural matters
connected with these constructions, trying to make the best arrangements for
the benefit of the church.

“It is necessary to keep alive our church life. To this end it is consequently
necessary that there should be no break between old and new generations. It
is equally necessary that these two elements in our community (the old and new
generations), which are at present clearly distinguished, should be closely linked
one to the other. It is important, therefore, especially in America more than any-
where else that the mind and heart of the new generation should be familiarized
with the Christian faith, history, and culture of its forefathers. That was the
purpose for which the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America was
organized. It is carrying on a vigorous activity. The Primate has devoted much
time and energy to the organization of this body. He has met our young people
individually as well as collectively on every possible occasion and has urged them
to work both in his talks and in his written addresses.

“The Association of the Armenian Church Choirs of America is another
organization which is active and vigorous. The efforts of the Vicar-General to
strengthen this Association have been noteworthy. The Primate has also paid
careful attention to the progress of this association.

“Again, since World War 1I, the work of the Church Schools in the diocese
has been strengthened and expanded. The Church School work is the most
important expression and the most potent factor of the vigor of our church life
in the diocese. The Primate has given all possible encouragement to this work
and has directed the attention of the people to it. He has done all that was
possible, although under the most difficult conditions. The Primate has not
failed in his duty to encourage them.

“It is a sad phenomenon that there is no edifice to serve as the Diocesan
Quarters of our Church in America worthy of the dignity of our Church. Con-
sequently, the need of building a Cathedral and Community Center has been
keenly felt by all our church members.

“We had to have Diocesan By-Laws which would be adequate to meet the
conditions in which we live in order to be able to carry on diocesan work in
an orderly and proper fashion. These By-Laws had to be drawn up with care.
The Diocesan By-Laws of our Church in America had been amended twice in
the course of the last nine years. The Primate has given time and serious effort
to this work of amending the By-Laws.

“Some of the clergy of our diocese because of illness or other misfortune
fall into financial difficulty. It was necessary to give them at least a modest
assistance and thus secure them against the eventuality of destitution.

“In the course of the last nine years many special campaigns have been
conducted. Many celebrations have been organized. In 1949 the Fiftieth Anni-
versary of the Establishment of the Armenian Church of America was celebrated
throughout the diocese. In 1951 the Fifteen Hundredth Anniversary of the
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Martyrdom of the Saint Vardanians was celebrated. For all of these celebrations
the Primate did his utmost in deed and in writing and by any other means
available to make them successful and effective. In 1945 and 1946 campaigns
were conducted for the Holy See of Etchmiadzin. Another campaign was con-
ducted for Jerusalem. There have also been other campaigns by other national
organizations; for example, that of the Armenian General Benevolent Union
for repatriation and again for educational work.

“In the course of the last nine years, the Primate has carried out several
special missions. Among these missions, his participation in the National Ecclesi-
astical Council in Etchmiadzin is noteworthy. He went there at the head of the
Armenian-American delegation. In 1950 he went to Geneva to represent the
Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem before the Trusteeship Council of the
United Nations. He spoke there and did some diplomatic work in favor of the
internationalization of Jerusalem. With the same purpose he also visited Jeru-
salem and had meetings with the heads of Christian communities there. In 1952,
upon the invitation of the Executive Committee of the Faith and Order Com-
mission of the World Council of Churches, the Primate attended in an unofficial
capacity and as a special consultant the sessions held in Lund, Sweden. On the
same trip he visited Antelias, Lebanon, and, on behalf of the Armenian people
of America, paid tribute to the memory of the late Beatitude Garegin Catholicos
on the occasion of the fortieth day of his burial.

“Throughout the period in which the Primate held office in America he
did everything possible to keep the Armenian Church internally strong and alive.
On the other hand, he tried to keep the Armenian Church on the same level
on which other churches stand in this country, always keeping in mind that the
history of our diocese and church in general are of recent origin and the scope
of its works are of modest dimension. . . .

“Although we have reasons to congratulate ourselves for the successes which
our church and people have had in this country compared to those of earlier
periods, we must nevertheless not close our eyes to our difficulties and short-
comings in our church life. In order to see those shortcomings it is important
to look around and compare ourselves with churches that are stronger and
more flourishing and that, having been established in this country long before
us, are working fruitfully. I would like to stress, however, that we should not
have any sense of despair with regard to our future. On the contrary, we must
see our defects only with the determination to remedy them. The unprejudiced
and realistic analysis of the present situation of our church in America leads us
to believe firmly that the future of our church in this country is highly reassuring.

“I am happy to confirm that many farsighted and devout persons have the
same prognosis as myself. I feel comforted that my appeal for faith in the
promising future of our church in our country was not a voice in the wilder-
ness. On the contrary, that appeal found a strong echo in many hearts.

“The following are those steps which must be taken in order to put the
work of our church upon a solid foundation and in good order:

“First, our Diocese is far too extended from a geographical view. There is
a great deal of work to be done in our Diocese which is hampered because of
its extended nature. It is necessary to coordinate the work of parishes and to
link them more closely. It seems to me that the time has come to divide our
Diocese into sub-dioceses and to appoint to each of these a clergyman with
proper rank to work under the general jurisdiction of the Arch-diocese. Councils
should also be organized for each of these dioceses to work with the Diocesan
Ordinary. This will necessitate the transfer of some of the powers of the Primate
and the Diocesan Council to these bodies which may be formed in three regions.

“Second, some of our parishes are too large, and it is difficult to meet the
spiritual needs of all the parishioners. It is important, therefore, to divide these
large parishes into smaller parishes so that the work of the church may be carried
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out efficiently. Accordingly, steps must be taken to officially encourage this plan.

“Third, in our diocese we have no internal mission at present. We should,
however, supply power from the Center to those communities which have not
yet been organized so that they can become regular parishes and take their place
with the others in our diocesan church life. We have a number of communities
in various cities that are too small to form a regular parish. We must make plans
to take care of the small communities and put these plans into execution so that
small groups are not lost to the church. We cannot remain indifferent when
some of the children of the church are drifting away from their spiritual mother,
forgetting their identity with their past.

“Fourth, the work of publishing and distributing pamphlets and tracts on
religious, historical, and cultural subjects is an essential requirement for the
continued existence of our church. This work has to be taken in hand more
seriously and must be pursued vigorously. We cannot keep our people in the
church without nourishing their minds and their souls properly.

“Fifth, the work of public relations for the Diocese that has already been
begun in a modest way must be further developed and made a regular part of
the activity of the diocesan office. The public relations office will be a means
by which our church will be generally recognized in this country and will occupy
its rightful place in American church life. It is this office that will help to supply
both the Armenian and non-Armenian press with church and national unbiased
news concerning our community.

“Sixth, we must make serious efforts to establish and strengthen our church
schools and Armenian language schools. We must widen the scope of our work
in providing buildings, books, and teachers for our Sunday School. Unless our
church school work is put on a firmer foundation, we cannot be confident of the
success of our work.

“I would go further and state that it is possible for us to establish high schools
or junior high schools in some cities where Armenian communities are sufficiently
large. This possibility must not be overlooked, and its importance should always
be kept in mind.

“Seventh, the project of building a cathedral and a cultural center in New
York must be pursued vigorously, and all the parishes of the diocese should
participate in this enterprise to the utmost of their ability.

“Eighth, it is an imperative need for us to establish in America a theolog-
ical college so as to meet the requirements both of our own diocese as well as
the possible need of other dioceses abroad. We cannot keep our church alive
and remain on the path of progress without having sufficient numbers of well-
trained and devoted clergy. It is necessary that from year to year new men
should be trained and should enter into the field for sustained and continuous
work.

“In order to undertake all these tasks and to pursue them with regularity

it is necessary for the diocesan office to have competent and diligent secretaries.

An efficient machinery must be created in the diocesan office for the success of
the program which I have indicated above.

“It goes without saying that the income of the Diocese must be increased
in a measure corresponding to the requirements indicated. We cannot go very
far with our present budget which is insufficient, irregular, and insecure.

“We must also endeavor to multiply the good example of Mr. Dadour
Dadourian and his business associates, who have given an example of noble and
farsighted patriotism by establishing The Special Fund of the Diocese. We need
others with equal nobility of heart and farsighted mind to follow their example.

“The successes which we have had so far in the course of our existence in
the United States as a church community give us confidence that we can go
forward and can make more substantial progress in the future. Some of the
proposals that T have made here concern those things which have already been
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begun and are being carried forward in a satisfactory manner. As for the rest,
what we need is a clear vision of our forward path and an energetic effort within
the limit of our means. A few steps this year, a few more next year, and gradually,
ampler measures taken, will crown our efforts with success. )

“I am confident that our noble people which is financially fairly prosperous
at present will be willing to give time and money when they see the work that
is being done and will be done for the success and for the fruitfulness of our
sacred endeavor.”
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
(ARCHBISHOP TIRAN)

His Eminence
Archbishop Tiran was born Nerses Tavookjian on August 23, 1904, in

Antep, Cilicia, the son of Archpriest Nerses Tavookjian and Anitza Sulahian

Tavookjian.

Nerses received his early education at the Vardanian School in Antep. Dur-
ing the first World War he was deported to the deserts of Syria with his parents,
three sisters and one brother.

After the heroic battle for the defense of Antep, his parents settled in
Aleppo. At present he has two brothers and two sisters.

1921- Nerses Tavookjian entered the Seminary in Jerusalem from which he was
graduated in 1924. He was ordained Sub-deacon and concurrently appointed
to teach in the Armenian Public School.

1926, October 4— Nerses was ordained Archdeacon and for two years took theolog-
ical courses at the Seminary; meanwhile he worked on the third volume
of Archbishop Malachia Ormanian’s Azkapatoum under the editorial direc-
tion of Bishop Papken Gulesserian.

1927 Archdeacon Nerses was appointed Secretary-General of the Office of Super-
vision for the Holy Places that are under the guardianship of the Armenian
Patriarchate.

1928, July 22—Archdeacon Nerses was ordained into the celibate priesthood by
His Beatitude Archbishop Elysée Tourian and named by him Father Tiran
Nersoyan. The same year he and Father Norayre Bogharian went to England
to continue their studies; first at the College of the Resurrection in Mirfield,
Yorkshire, and later at King’s College in London.

1930, June— Father Tiran returned to Jerusalem. He was appointed to the De-
partment of Buildings of the Patriarchate.

1930, August 23—Father Tiran received the rank of Doctor of Sacred Theology
of the Armenian Church and was appointed to the faculty of the Seminary.

1930-1931—Father Tiran was editor of Sion, monthly publication of the Patriar-
chate.

1932-1937—Father Tiran was Dean of the Seminary. In the spring of 1932 he
made a pastoral visit to the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan to bring spiritual comfort
to the Armenians living in that region.

1934—Patriarch Torkom Koushagian directed Father Tiran to visit Marseille,
France to obtain, classify and bring back to Jerusalem documents, then in
the possession of Bishop Krikoris Balakian, concerning the Armenian
Question.
The same year Archpriest Nerses Tavookjian (father of Tiran Vardapet)
was shot and killed in Aleppo by the hand of an Armenian assassin.
1932-1936—Father Tiran was elected Chairman of the General Assembly of the
Brotherhood of St. James and also served for two consecutive terms, through
1938, in the Synod of the Monastery.

From 1936 to 1938 he was again appointed to the Department of Build-

ings of the Monastery.

1938—With the approval of Patriarch Torkom Koushagian, Father Tiran left
for Paris to serve as Vicar-General for Archbishop Vramshabouh Kibarian.
In Paris he published Our Home, a parochial paper.

1939, December—Upon request of the Parish Council of the St. Sarkis Armenian
Church in London and with the approval of the Patriarchate in Jerusalem,
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Father Tiran became Pastor of the Armenian community in London. At the
same time he served as Chaplain for Armenian soldiers in the Allied Armices.

During this period he contributed to the following publications: 1"/
Asiatic Review, The International Review of Missions, The Churclh Times,
The World Digest.

1942 Father Tiran presented a study of The Doctyinal Position of the Armenian
Church before a group of Anglican theologians and intellectuals at Oxford.
His book, A4 Christian Approach to Communism, was first published by
Frederick Mueller; subsequently reprinted in 1943.

1943, October 3—Father Tiran was elected Primate of the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of North America.

1911, November 6—Father Tiran arrived in the United States and took office
as Primate. Archbishop Garegin Hovsepiantz, Catholicos-elect of Cilicia,
conferred upon him the degree of “Dzayrakouyn Vardapet”.

1945—Father Tiran left for the Holy See in Etchmiadzin, heading the delegation
from North America, to participate in the election of the Patriarch-Catholicos
of all Armenians.
On this occasion, His Holiness Georg VI consecrated him a bishop.
Primate Bishop Tiran devoted himself to the task of revising the by-laws
of the Diocese.
1945-1946—Funds were raised for Holy Etchmiadzin. The Diocese assumed
financial support of ten seminarians in the Seminary of Etchmiadzin.
1946—Through Bishop Tiran’s efforts the Armenian Church Youth Organiza-
tion of America was formed and endowed with its by-laws and plan of
activities.
The Cathedral and Cultural Center Project was organized.
1917—The practice of holding a summer assembly of the clergy was inaugurated.
Conferences were held with a dissident group in the Diocese with a
view to returning this group to the fold.
The Association of Armenian Church Choirs of America was established.

1946-1947—Mr. and Mrs. Alex Manoogian undertook to sponsor six students
in American theological seminaries who subsequently entered the service
of the Armenian Church.

1948-—A Clergymen’s Fund was established to assist needy clergymen in the
Diocese.
The Diocese bought a tract of land in New York City where the Cath-
edral and Cultural Center will be erected.
Offices were transferred to 630 Second Ave.

1949—.The filtieth anniversary of the foundation of the Diocese was celebrated.

Bishop Tiran was re-elected Primate.

In response to Primate Bishop Tiran’s appeals, new benefactors spon-
sored eight students preparing for the priesthood.

1950—The Diocesan by-laws underwent a second revision.

Through a donation by the Dadourian Export Corporation, the Special
Fund of the Diocese was set up for the purpose of furthering religious,
educational, and cultural work in the Diocese.

Special funds were raised to assist the refugees who have sought asylum
in the Armenian Monastery in Jerusalem.

Primate Bishop Tiran was appointed to represent the Armenian Patriar-
chate of Jerusalem in the United Nations General Assembly as well as in
the Trusteeship Council convened at Geneva.

Bishop Tiran published his bi-lingual edition of the Divine Liturgy.

1951—His Holiness Georg VI, Patriarch-Catholicos of all Armenians, elevated
Bishop Tiran to the Archiepiscopacy.
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The 1500th anniversary of the Battle of the Vardanians was commemo-

rated throughout the Diocese.
1952-—Archbishop Tiran represented the North American Diocese at the Requiem

Services in Antelias honoring the memory of His Holiness Garegin I, the
late Catholicos of Cilicia, and on this occasion he also celebrated the Divine
Liturgy.

The Seminar of the Association of Armenian Church Choirs was in-
augurated at Gape Cod, Massachusetts.

Archbishop Tiran attended, as consultant, the World Council of
Churches sessions on Faith and Order, held at Lund, Sweden.

1953— Archbishop Tiran was re-elected to the Primacy for a third term.

1944-1953—During Archbishop Tiran’s tenure of office the number of clergy

in the Diocese was increased by twenty-one, eight of whom were ordained

by His Eminence, and seven theological students were brought to America.

During this period eleven churches, thirteen halls, and nine houses were
purchased or built, and nine plots of land acquired by the Diocese.
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TESTIMONIALS

|

THE PATRIARCH OF ARMENIANS IN TURKEY

THE LOCUM TENENS OF THE PATRIARCHATE , JERUSALEM

THE REV. A. A. BEDIKIAN

ARMENIAN PATRIARCHATEF
Kum-Kapu, Istanbul
December G, 19538
His Eminence Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan
Primate of the Armenian Diocese of North America
New York

Beloved Brother in Christ:

We have learned with great and heartfelt joy that the jubilee of the twenty-
fifth anniversary of your ordination to the priesthood will be commemorated
by the members of the Armenian Church of North America.

“It is meet and right” we say.

We too are aware of your services to our Church in various capacities, as
an able teacher and Dean of the Seminary of St. James in Jerusalem, as an
unselfish pastor, diligent preacher in Paris and as the dedicated Primate of an
important and exacting Diocese.

From personal knowledge we recognize in you the true clergyman, faithful
to his sacred calling. The evangelist of the Word of Life, not superficially but
genuinely. The conscientious and zealous servant who knows how to supply
spiritual sustenance to the children of every class of our Mother of Light—the
Armenian Church; one who knows how to win and take care of the young people
in their own language in order to keep them aware and in the fold of St. Gregory
the Enlightener, with the living breath of the Promised Gospel so that they may
not become lost sheep as pessimists think who cling to the letter and are feeble
in faith. You do this, we know and we are assured, in order that you may also
be able to lead them to the “Wondrous” language of the Armenians, receiving
significance, power, and enchantment through a firm faith and solid conviction.

You have the Grace of the Holy Spirit vouchsafed to you through our com-
mon spiritual parent—the latter-day Nerses the Grace-filled—His Beatitude
Patriarch Elysée Tourian of blessed memory.

You have the “armours” of that same Spirit with which you are able to
“quench all the fiery darts of the wicked” according to the ascription of our
Holy Church, said during the annointing given at baptism. You are doubly
armored with the sacerdotal unction imparted by the spotless finger of the Con-
secrator, dipped in the Chrism, by virtue of which you have thus entered “a good
fight”.

The laurels which you are now receiving are the first ones after an activity
of a quarter century.

We are sure, however, that you would not wish the spirit and substance of
your services to be measured in terms of years. The shadow of glory which fol-
lows your steps will not lead you to the temptation of looking behind you so
that you yourself may measure the extent of your labors. Because the Church
has a right to expect and to beseech God the Bountiful that you, the diligent
tiller, may with sound mind, heart, soul and body be worthy of adding to your
silver anniversary a series of years entwined with gold and diamonds for the
edification and benefit of the Armenian Holy Church and her children.

Embracing you with brotherly love we remain in prayers

(signed) ARCHBISHOP GAREGIN
Patriarch of the Armenians in Turkey
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APOSTOLIC SEE OF ST. JAMES
Jerusalem
December 3, 1953
Eminent and Beloved
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan
Worthy Primate of the Armenians of America
New York

Your Grace and Beloved Brother:

I have learned with heartfelt joy that the Diocesan Council of America
graciously thought of commemorating the twenty-fifth anniversary of your ordi-
nation to the priesthood. This expression of grateful respect accorded by the
flock to its primate has, both as to feeling and expression, something sweet and
intimate wherein the sentiments which prompted the gesture are deeper than
expressed.

I do not regard this expression of esteem, offered with awareness and devo-
tion, as a consoling compensation in return for the years of effort of heart and
mind-—as is generally the case with our jubilees—but rather an applause of
gratitude and encouragement, if the expression does not sound frivolous, to
hearten and praise in his forward leap the messenger and witness of the Gospel.

Few amongst us have received the tribute of a silver jubilee—deemed as
premature. By virtue of your fine intellectual abilities, administrative com-
petence and unswerving dedication as devout clergyman you are worthy of the
commendation of us all and particularly of the Armenians in America. You did
not lack talent, which is the coordination of gifts that makes a person capable
not only of developing but of penetrating into things and situations, to invent
new methods and forms, to carry them to fulfillment. You have done all of these
with a powerful and spontaneous force which has often led you to the point
of audacity.

Nor did you lack administrative proficiency which is not so much adapting
oneself to environment and to prevailing conditions but rather the ability to
bring these into focus within the present day and to administer them.

And as a clergyman you were, with your eloquence and your life, the person
chosen for the role of ministering and guiding the souls entrusted to your care.
You felt God and endeavored to make him a living reality for your flock, and
all of this you did with fervent love and unreserved dedication.

The Seminary and Divinity School in Jerusalem received form and direc-
tion during your tenure of office as Dean.

In your pastoral service in Paris and London you imposed the dignity of
the Armenian Church and the churchman. As to the years of your Primacy in
the United States they were the expression of a wider development of these facts.

On this occasion I wish to reiterate the classical saying: “The labourer is
worthy of his reward,” and to add that the tribute is only a slight reward to
stimulate the mind and soul of your Eminence like the wise administrator
knows how to elicit from his treasury both the old as well as the new.

Please accept these few general but heartfelt expressions from a former pupil

by way of a green branch bedewed with affection and with sweet remembrances
of the past.

With fervent and brotherly love,
ARCHBISHOP YEGHISHE DERDERIAN
Locum Tenens of the Aposiolic See of St. James
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A GREAT MAN

I never judge a petson in the light of differences of ideas; I tolerate
them. It is unworthy of any self-respecting man to expect of a man
concurrence of ideas as a basis of friendship and esteem. Archbishop Tiran
is big enough a man to have the independence of his ideas. And it is sheer
pettiness not to recognize and honor that independence. Our agreements
must always make disagreements tolerable, 1 dare say, desirable.

This Diocese has never been more fortunate in having a clerical
leader gifted as Archbishop Tiran is, in many ways, than it is now, and
has been since he was called to the difficult position of Primate. I have
no right to make any comparisons. Whatever merits his predecessors
may have had, he stands squarely in his own right as a great man. God
has endowed him with powers to an unusual degree. He is a thinker,
a thoroughgoing theologian, a scholar, a linguist, a writer and a speaker
of distinction. He would be as honored in the ranks of another church
as any distinguished clergyman of our days. A good and powerful man
is rare at all times, among all peoples. And not to recognize that fact is
a disservice to a people like the Armenians who, more than anything else,
and more at the present time than ever before, are in need of men qualified
to lead as Archbishop Tiran is. A leader MUST LEAD. If a leader is
sought who can BE LED, woe to the church!

Archbishop Tiran has decisively demonstrated that he is 2 man “cut

to lead”. And to his honor, in all his humility, he would not surrender
his leadership so long as he was in a position to lead. He must always be

honored for his insistence upon the sacredness of his position as a leader
even though many might be disgruntled because of it. Mediocrity will
not tolerate strorg leadership. And such intolerance is but a witness to
the power of the leader.

REV. A. A. BEDIKIAN,
Pastor emeritus of the

Armenian Evangelical Church in New York
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AN ADDRESS TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE

“It is true that there are great numbers of Americans who profess to he
religious. Some of these, however, mistake religion for magic. They think that
by going through certain ceremonies and thus doing the customary thing, they
have done their duty to God. By merely going to church, or by merely having
certain ceremonies performed on them, they think their souls will be saved.
Others, going to the other extreme, think that by quoting the Bible and drawing
all kinds of strange conclusions from those quotations they will find the way of
salvation.

“We must beware of both these pitfalls. Of course, we can be saved from
spiritual death only through the holy sacraments and through the Word of God,
but we must subject ourselves to the holy sacraments and to the Word of God in
deep discernment, in humility, and in an honest effort to be changed by God’s
grace.

“It is the gradual change and renewal of our souls that will give us the
fuller life, in which we can find happiness, real deep happiness, both in this
world and in the life to come.

“It is that kind of religion that we need. We must all strive towards that
kind of religious life, both as individuals, and as groups or corporate bodies . .

“We have had great religious leaders and teachers. By following them,
by being faithful to our religious and cultural past, and being faithful to our
Church and its precepts, we can live in this country the fuller Christian life.

“By holding the standard of our faith high and by following dutifully on
the path of our forefathers, we can avoid the dangers and the pitfalls to which
I made reference a moment ago. Because the Armenian orthedox way of Chris-
tian living will give us a sound and realistic spirituality, which is neither merely
formal nor merely emotional, but which in a healthy way will make us adjust
our lives to the circumstances of modern civilization and, at the same time, will
lead us to eternal life and to the Kingdom of God.

“Not only this, but also, provided we have the necessary missionary zeal,
we can spread our good influence around us and thus contribute, in our modest
way, to the spiritual enrichment and to the deepening of the faith of America.
We can become a [ragrant and beautiful flower in the gardens of large and small
Christian communities, which together are striving, in their different ways, to
cultivate the spiritual soil, or we might say the soul, of America.

“As Armenians we must be hard-working, thrifty, family loving, and educa-
tion loving. These are important traits which our fathers and mothers have
maintained. We must learn the inspiring and edifying life stories of our past,
as well as recent heroic leaders, along with American stories. We must try to
learn whenever possible the Armenian language, which will open for us a door
which we can enter to learn of the thoughts and achievements of an ancient
people. We must read Armenian literary works, if not in the original, at least
in English translations. We must sing Armenian songs along with our American
songs. We must play and listen to Armenian music along with American music.
We must use Armenian proverbs and sayings. We must keep Armenian customs
insofar as they are beautiful and meaningful. We must dance Armenian dances,
and, yes, we must cook and eat Armenian dishes in our homes. All these things
would be interesting and useful even if we were not of Armenian descent. Many
people learn about different nationalities, so we have all the reason why we
should learn about our own past as. well as present culture. . . .

“The internal difficulties (that we shall have to face in this Organization)
are, of course, more difficult to surmount. They are lack of discipline, apathy,
indifference, failure to grasp the real purpose of the Organization, worldly levity
and mental laziness. ‘

“We are living in a young and vigorous country. The freedom we enjoy
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has made this country great. Our prosperity is proverbial in the whole world.
We must use these blessings to good purpose. And good purpose does not mean
only pursuit of material comfort and enjoyment; it does not mean only the use
of more gadgets for our ease and pleasure. Ultimately only One is Good, and
that is God, as the Lord Jesus said. And while our ultimate purpose is to realize
God’s will in us and in our society, all intermediate good things must serve and be
directed towards the uplifting of our souls to God.

“It is sad to note that a great many young men and women lack this kind
of purposefulness in their lives. They lack intellectual passion. They seem to
think of almost nothing but of making money and spending it for common
pleasures. They are mostly floaters on the stream of life. They seem to think
that the wonderful technical progress of our civilization is all that should engage
our attention and activity.

“We in the ACYOA and members of other organizations of the same
character know, or rather should know, that material comfort, while good and
useful, cannot guarantee the fuller life to a person. Men cannot live by bread
alone nor can nations live by bread alone. . . .

“And while we strive to triumph over our internal difficulties, we must see
that all the young people in our Church, be they nominal or active members,
are gathered together in our Organization, which is the threshold of the Church
itself, which is the home of our souls. We must rally our young people, all our
young people, around our Organization. This is a tall order. But eventually
we have to fill that order. . . .

“Apart from the internal obstacles, our Organization will also encounter
external obstacles. These will be considerable. Various factions in the Armenian
community will be hitting us from right and from left. They will be making
false accusations against us. They will try to confuse us with misleading ideas.
They will try to disrupt our discipline and good order with malicious incitements.
They will speak in the name of the Church and will pose as champions of the
Church, without themselves having a grain of Christian faith and Christian
sentiment in their souls.

“In the face of these difficulties, we must, with unbounded charity, weigh
and analyze and evaluate the motives of these factions in their effort to under-
mine us, whether they be youth groups, elder people’s groups, or their media of
publicity. We must judge these people in the light of their real and true
motives, and we must chart our course in the light of the principles of our
Constitution and in the light of our Christian faith,

“It is the duty of every member of the ACYOA to dispel the misconceptions
in the minds of those people who have wrong ideas about us. Failing this, we
must disregard them and continue on our path of constructive work and progress.
By their fruits, ye shall know them, said our Lord. The fruits of our Organiza-
tion will gradually be seen more and more clearly. Let those fruits, which the
ACYOA is bearing and will bear, be our answers to those who are against us.

“In order to bear good fruits, we must all, whether individuals or groups
in the Organization, adhere faithfully to the spirit, as well as to the letter of
our Constitution. This Constitution was drawn up and adopted, and sub-
sequently amended by the members of our Organization, and we all subscribe
to it of our own free will. The freedom of our Organization to direct its own
activities is only limited by its own Constitution—freely subscribed to by its own
members and executed by its own constituted bodies. This is so, because only
in freedom can people assume responsibilities. As long as our members are
motivated in their actions by the same holy purposes of their Christian faith and
their love for our Mother Church, their freedom will be creative and fruitful.
It is that kind of creative and constructive freedom that we want our Organization
to have. Subjecting oneself to God’s will is the loftiest and most satisfying way
of being free. Because by working with God, we shall partake of God’s own
infinite freedom.”
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