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' THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
' AMERICAN DIOCESE OF THE
ARMENIAN CHURCH

K ok ok

The Armenian communities in the Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church in America will duly observe during the
forthcoming months of October and November the fiftieth
anniversary of the establishment of the Armenian Prelacy in the-
United States, which was authorized by the beloved “Hairig’
of the Armenians, Catholicos Khrimian.

A special committee for the observance of the Jubilee, has.
been organized by the Central Committee of the Diocese, under
the Presidency of the Right Rev. Tiran, Primate of the Armenian.
Church in America, to direct the work of the local committees.
which are to be formed in the communities of the Diocese. The
Jubilee Committee, composed of seventeen members, has been
holding meetings since April, under the chairmanship of Mr.
Nishan Shahinian, formulating plans, so that the Jubilee will
be observed in a manner worthy of the occasion.

The objects of the jubilee celebration shall be:

1. To portray the fifty years existence and progress of the:
Armenian Prelacy. To stress the important and permanent
role of the Armenian Church in America and, at the same time,
to set forth the merits and services of persons and organiza-
tions that have been active in the Church during that period.

2. To create a fund for the training of clergymen, thereby
preparing the groundwork for a seminary.

On the occasion of the jubilee celebration of the Diocese of
the Armenian Church in America, special note should be taken.
of the following facts:
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1. The Diocese of the Armenian Church is but a section,

a branch of the greater, world-wide Armenian Church, which
spreads from Manchuria to the west to California, from the
countries of the north to South America and Ethiopia. It lives
and works, therefore, as a member of the body of the Armenian
Church.

2. The Prelacy, headed by the Primate, is the representative
-of the supreme authority of the Church, the Catholicos of all
the Armenians, and the religious authority of Sourb Etchmi-
adzin. The Armenian-American Diocese recognizes the other
diocesan offices and, in turn, is recognized by them, and when-
-ever necessary cooperates with them in all matters of interest
to the Church.

Thus, the Diocese of the Armenian Church in America holds
-an important place in the complement of church and nation,
thereby fulfilling its sacred mission, keeping alive the true
faith of the Armenian Church and contributing to the progress
-of the Armenian people.

3. Throughout the history of the Armenian people, it was
the Armenian Church which provided spiritual sustenance, vi-
tality, and health. Throughout their eventful and tragic history
‘the Armenians have not allowed the candle of their faith in
‘their Christian church to go out. Even in communities far
Irom their native soil, the Armenians have made it their main
preoccupation to build a church with its adjacent school, re-
celving from them strength for the struggle of daily life.

Likewise, in the centuries to come, the Church will continue
to be the vitalizing fountainhead of their spiritual life and
-existence and, as in the past, they will walk in the path laid
out by the church fathers and the direction set by the history
-of the Armenian people.

4. In the course of the past fifty years the Armenian com-
‘munity in America has had many ditficulties and crises, as its
record will indicate. Yet during those fifty years it has also
made noteworthy progress. With the gradual numerical in-
-crease of the community, the religious and cultural organi-

etag

zations have taken root and have grown stronger. Through
the grace of God, the Church and the Armenian Diocese have
taken their rightful place, along with the other communities
in this country, to carry out their vital mission among the
Armenians. The Armenian Church, headed by the diocesan
office, has been instrumental in the maintenance of the
identity and vitality of our people. The pious and faithful
have found in their church the necessary spiritual strength,,
which they would have been unable to find elsewhere. As a
center of spiritual authority, the Prelacy has created an admin-
istrative and spiritual bond among the communities scattered
far and wide, forging them into one.

5. The Prelacy has sponsored numerous undertakings for
the benefit of our people and has supported worthy movements,
appreciably contributing to their success and thereby proving
worthy of its name,

During the past fifty years one church has been built
every two years in the Diocese of the Armenian Church in
America. Many communities, though lacking church edifices,
have been organized.

6. The Diocese of the Armenian Church is not a self-con-
tained institution or an organized body in the manner of a
soclety. It represents the venerable Armenian Church, of nine-
teen centuries, and considers all Armenians as its sons, irrespect-
ive of their membership in political, charitable, and other
movements.

7. The fifty year record of the Prelacy is the result of the
perseverence and sacrifices of many individuals for the main-
tenance of the Church. Those excellent people have overcome
countless difficulties to insure the increased brilliance of the
Prelacy and of the churches under its jurisdiction, bringing
them to their present satisfactory and comparatively prosper-
ous state. -

These results constitute a glorious monument for all those
who have served as primates, clergymen, members of the Central
Committee and of the School Board, delegates, trustees, members
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of the auxiliary and ladies committees, various parochial bodies,
and the loyal members of the Church.

8. America gives to the Armenian community the precious.
opportunity and freedom to keep and to cultivate its religious
and national traditions, its press, parochial schools, and chari-
table and educational institutions. To a large extent, the
Armenian-American community has, and will be able to profit.
even more, by these opportunities in the future, for the main-
tenance and development of its distinct religious and community
life, under the sponsorship of the Church and the Prelacy.
This will be possible if we are able to adapt ourselves to the
local conditions without distorting the essential character of
our faith and traditions.

The Armenian Church is not unique in this country in the
assumption of such a task. There are numerous other communi-
ties that are grouped around their church and particular faith
and are engaged in fruitful endeavors in order to preserve and
improve their institutions and their own religious and community
life. Thus, many groups that have come from Europe or the
Near East, Greeks, Serbians, Bulgars, Assyrians, and many
others, are engaged in similar activities. Their example should
serve as an incentive to us, doing away with all undue pessimism
about the future.

The Armenian community in America has attained a rather
prosperous financial state. The sons of the Armenian Church,,
therefore, will do well to support their church and diocesan
office with enthusiasm and generosity, so that the existence
of the Church may be assured for fifty years to come, and the
Church may persevere in its service to God and humanity.

9. The Armenian young generation at present shows con-
siderable more interest in its Church than was expected a.
decade ago. Efforts should be made to strengthen the faith
and loyalty of our young people towards the Church. In this
work the Prelacy has a great role to play if the churches of
the diocese continue to extend the necessary support.

10. In the diaspora the fate of all the Armenian organi-

(e

zations is bound with that of the Armenian Church. It is the
duty of the Armenian Church to inculcate the love of the Ar-
menian people and its culture in our coming generations, a
thing which is a condition for the continued existence of
other organizations. It follows, therefore, that the strength-
ening of the Armenian Diocese will indirectly contribute also

- to the survival of the other organizations.

11. Though a national institution, the Armenian Church,
as an institution founded by Christ, delivers its eternal message
to all Armenians no matter where, when, and in what circum-
stances they may be. Nor will the Armenians cease to attend
their church which, with its orthodox faith and admirable
rituals, and as a treasurehouse of the Armenian language, is
superior to all other churches and bears the imprint of true
Christianity.

12. It is through the Armenian Church and the activities
of the Armenian Diocese in America that it will be possible to
acquaint our new generation and non-Armenian intellectuals
with our culture. For Armenian culture -contains elements that
represent universal values, and as such, deserve the attention
-of everyone.

13. Aside from serving as a religious administration, the
Prelacy should and can press forward vital tasks for the good of
the Church and community.

There is the task of preparing clergymen qualified to serve
in this country. Unless we have men who can devote all
their time and energy to the Church, to cultivate the spiritual
field, all other efforts will fail and all opportunities will prove

- useless.

Therefore, it is essential that the Diocese of the Armenian.
Church in America should have its seminary for the training
of young men by competent Armenian teachers, profiting at
the same time from the advantages offered by the American
universities and other institutions of learning.

14. The Prelacy should also publish Armenian religious
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and cultural publications so as to awaken in our young people
an appreciation of our national values. Its press must expand.
50 as to better represent our church and nation to the coming
generation.

15. The Prelacy should give impetus to the Armenian schools.
and, so far as possible, to the instruction of the Armenian.
language to our young people.

For such undertakings the Prelacy is in need of the de-
votion and protection of its people and their moral and materi--

_ al assistance.

When we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Armenian Prelacy, we should rejoice that the-
seeds sown half a cenfury ago have grown to benefit the life
of the Armenian community in America. Inspired by the:
past, we should face the future with confidence and enduring
faith.

We are cerfain that the Armenian community in America.

will understand and appreciate the meaning and value of this.

important celebration, and will make it a worthy and inspiring:
occasion in every way.
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OUTSTANDING DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN
DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

* k%

1834 — The first Armenian immigrant comes fo America as
a student.

1870-1880 — Students come to America from Cilicia and the
provinces, they return to their country after graduation.

1889 — The first Armenian clergyman, Der Hovsep Dzayrakouyn
Vardapet Sarajian comes to America.

1895 — As a result of the massacres ordered by Sultan Hamid
a new wave of immigration begins. Six clergymen
come to America with the new immigrants.

1889 — The first Armenian liturgy is celebrated at Worcester.
1891 — The first Armenian church is consecrated at Worcester.

1894 — Der Maghakia Dzayrakouyn Vardapei Diranian comes
to America as pastor of the parish of Worcester.

1898 — On the sixteenth of October an encyclical of the Cath-
olicos of all Armenians is solemnly read in the Church
of the Saviour at Worcester. The Diocese is estab-
lished in the same city. The first Arachnord being
Bishop Hovsep Sarajian.

1901 — First conference of clergymen takes place (June 17,18).

1902 — The first Diocesan Convention meets at Worcester
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1904 —

1906 —

1907 —

1913 —

1920 —

1923 —
1927 —

1928 —

on June 12 and the constitution is drawn.

On May 23 the second conference of clergymen takes
place.

The second Diocesan Convention takes place.

The third Diocesan Convention elects Archbishop Yez-
nig Abahoony arachnord on May 30.

Archbishop Kevork Utujian arrives in America as pleni-
potentiary delegate of the Catholicos of all Armenians,
and the sixth Diocesan Convention elects Der Arsen
Dzayrakouyn Vardapet Vehouny as Arachnord. The
Diocese at this period comprises the Armenians of the
United States and of South America.

Bishop Khoren Mouradpegian arrives as plenipotentiary
delegate to the Catholicos of all Armenians. The
Diocesan Convention called by him elects Bishop Dirayr
Der Hovannesian as Arachnord.

The Prelacy is transferred from Worcester to Boston.

The Prelacy is transferred to New York.

The region of California is separated from the Mother
Diocese by encyclical from the Catholicos of all Armen-
ians and has its own administrative Council and Arach-
nord. The number of Armenian Churches in the United
States has now reached 19. The Diocesan Convention

- votes upon the constitution of the Armenian Church

1929 —

in Armenia and names it, “National Constitution of
the Armenians in America.”

Kevork V, Catholicos of all Armenians orders the “tem-
porary” application of the Constitution agreed upon
by the Diocesan Convention of the previous year.
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1931

1932

1933

1936

1938

1939

1940

1943

1944

The Diocesan Convention elects Bishop Ghevont Tour--
ian as Arachnord.

The Armenian Diocese of America takes part in the:
election of the Catholicos with two delegates.

Dissensions occur in the Diocesan Convention and a.
section of the people separate from the Armenian.
Church. Archbishop Ghevont is assassinated.

Archbishop Karekin Hovsepiantz, delegate of the Cath--
olicos of all Armenians, arrives in America.

South America organizes its own Diocese, separating
from the Armenian Diocese of America. The fortieth.
anniversary of the establishment of the Armenian
Diocese of America is celebrated, Bishop Mampre Cal-
fayan being locum tenens. The Diocesan Convention
elects Archbishop Karekin Hovsepiantz as Arachnord.

The Council for Spiritual Affairs of the Catholicate of’
all Armenians confirms the election of Archbishop Kar-
ekin as Arachnord of the Armenians of America. The
official organ (“Hayastanyaitz Yegehetzi”’) of the Ar-
menian Prelacy of America is founded.

Archbishop Karekin founds the Auxiliary Committee
of the Prelacy.

The Arachnord Archbishop Karekin is elected Cath-
olicos of Cilicia. Tiran Vardapet Nersoyan is elected
as Arachnord.

The newly elected Arachnord of the Armenians of
America, Tiran Vardapet Nersoyan arrives from Lon-
don. He is made Dzayrakouyn Vardapet by Archbishop
Karekin.
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1945 —

1946 —

The Diocesan Council reforms the Constitution of the
Armenian Church in America. Arachnord Tiran Dzayr-
akouyn Vardapet and three other delegates take part
in the National Convention of Holy Etchmiadzin. The
newly elected Catholicos H. H. Georg VI consecrates
to the bishopric the Arachnord of the Armenians of
America. -

The Constitution of the Armenian Church in America
drawn the previous year is ratified by H. H. the Cath-
olicos of all Armenians. The Central Committee for the
building of the Cathedral and Cultural Center is or-
ganized.

1946-1947 — The Arachnordaran Welcomés to America six stu-

1947 —

1948 —

1949 —

dents to study for holy orders in American Theological
Seminaries, the expenses being paid through the Marie
and Alex Manoogian Fund.

The Armenian Church Youth Organization is founded.
Deliberations are being made with the intention of
re-establishing the unity of the Armenian Diocese of
America.

The number of active pastors reaches 20 with clergy-
men ordained and brought into this country by the
Arachnord, Bishop Tiran, during two years. The num-
ber of newly organized parishes reaches 37.

The Armenian Clergy Relief Fund is established. The
Prelacy’s own site and temporary building are bought
and the Diocesan Office is transferred thereto. The
number of active clergymen reaches 22. The Fiftieth
Anniversary of the establishment of the Armenian
Diocese is celebrated.

=0

PR pen——

e




