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Repor; on piocesan convention held 
in ~1 on october 11 and 12, 1947 
as reported by ACYOA representativ~ - - ~ - - - - ~ - . - - - - - - ~ -

At the last meeting of the central council in worcester, Mass. 
on June 29, 1947, a motion was made and duly passed that the central 
Executive committee of the Diocese be approached so that permission 
might be received to allow members of the central Council to be 
present at the Diocesan convention on october 11 and 12, 1947 as 
observers and reporters to the ACYOA of proceedings and decisions 
made, Such perr,liSSion having b"een granted, the Central Council 
elected two members of that body to attend the D~ocasan convention. 

The following is a report of z•von Hovsepian and Grayce Yeram­
ian who were the elected members: 

After the registration, roll call and all other preliminary 
activities, telegrams and letters of well wishes were received and 
read by the chairman pro-ten. The first telegrrua was from A.H. 
Karagheusia.n, che.irman of the AG'Btf Million Dollar Campaign committee 
who expressed the desire of the AGBU to have full co-operation with 
the Armenim Church in its second Million Dollar Campaign for Re• 
patriation and further wished the Diocesan convention success. A 
second telegram was received fiom the AGBU central committee ex­
pressing tP,e same sentiments as the former telegram. A third tela• 
gram was on behalf ot the ACYOA sent by the central coun~i~ngf the 
ACYOA• A letter was received from thtJ Arraenian Nationru;ug.xp-r&~sing 
its hopes for continued oooperation ot the Armenian church end it 
outlined in detail the goals which they wish to attain. 

Following the verification of new delegates, election ot pre­
siding offiers for the convention took placea. 

Chairmen - Dickrnn Boyajian 
za.ven Baika.r 

secret a.ri03 Bedros Bondo.tzi 
Bedros sernerjian 

Aro.chnord Syrpo.zo.n Hayr made :1is report to the convention 
of the previous year• s activities and o.lo0 suggested ma.tters for 
discussion and consideration. such subjects were: 

1. Relative to re-patriation - the necessity ot the con­
vention to consider it; and the necessity of coopera­
tion with the AGBU as in the past; and further dis­
cussing the role of the Armenian Na.tiono.l council with 
reference to the Armenian Question. 

2. The need for o. seminary in the united States since 
clergymen are urgently needed in the Nortl':\ Arnerico.n 
Diocese. 
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3.'.progress made with refereD;Ce to the construction ot 
new churches in many ga.rishes. 

4.·.The urgency of n Cathedral and community center p:rojeot.J 

s. The neces~ity of enlarging and projeeting auxiliary 
group.s of the prelacy for expediency in and for its 
undertakingso 

a.: The establishment of a. mid-w.estern sub-diocese and its 
progress. 

7.~ The strides taken by the ACYOA in its short existence, 
which embodied a commendation and comment of the 
healthy spirit existing in that organization.· 

s.· To take into consideration and devise methods and 
means to expand the Armenian schools in the Diocese 
in a uniform manner. 

9i Devising a plan for old Age security for the members 
of our clergy. 

10.' consideration of a proposal to have o.ll church proper­
ty throughout the Diocese belon~ in title to a real 
estate committee under the jurisdiction and super­
vision of tho c atholicos through the central Ex.- council, 

11. To promote better harmony and understo.rlding between 
the churches of the Diocese and the prela'Cy .-

12.· suggested moons to effeotua.te a re-union of our 
sepa.ratod brothers of the faith; 

Formalities such as election of oommitteoa, reading of reports 
of last yoa.rrs Diocesnn conv&ntion, reports of the Central Executive 
councilts activities and other committees under the jurisdiction of 
the Prelacy, reports of the ACYOA wore o.ll.made and discussion en• 
sued for cla.rifiontion, questioning the several activities and 
critisizing notions taken by the several bodies; so thO.t from these 
discussions the Resolutions comn1ittee could draw up resolutions 
embodying the expressed sentiments of the convention body• 

The discussions centered nround the following subjects: 

1. An explanation was requested as to why after four ye~ 
the plans for the compilation and edition of o. sunday 
school book was not consuma.ted. The answer given wo.s 
that until recently it had been a. physical impossi­
bility to procur CQpable per~onnel to tackle this un­
dertaking but recently two p~iests in London have 
committed themselves in preparing this book. 

2. Why local committees in the out of to~n parishes had 
not beon orgrunized to assist in procuring funds tor 
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tho cathedral nnd community cantor project? The pre­
lc.cy felt that, .. tpere wero mo.ny orgonizo.tions in the 
communi ties collecting r~1onies for such things; such o.s 
re-patriation, etc. As a result it wa.s thought advis­
able to wnit until theso cnmpa.igns were over before it 
launched its own nation-wide campaign. 

3. Why after two years since a decision was made by the 
Diocesan convent ion to appoin·t a visiting worker - no 
progress has been shown? Inavailability of capable 
personnel seemed to be the tenor of the answer. 

proposals for the establishment of an old age benefit fund 
were received from the committee of the clergy outlining three 
methods for the creating of such fund: 

lo 15% of the dues to the prelacy from the Parishes to be 
applied to such fund. 

2. 10% of the Income of the AUXiliary committees to the 
prelacy to be applied to such fund. 

3. 5% of the salaries of the clergy to be devoted to this 
fund. 

After t:-onsiderable discussion, motions were made and carried 
that this .fund be established by a payment of 5% out of the clergy­
men• s salary as well as an equal amount from the Parish. AS to de­
vising a system, just to all, and a system for admini-stering such 
fund a three man committee was nominated to study all of the possi­
bilities and to report to the succeeding Diocesan convention .. 

The second session convened sunday october 12. 1947 at 1:30 
p.m. The first business to be considered was a proposal that the 
Central EXecutive Committee issue requests to parishes and wardens 
of the parishes for their participation in an all-out effort, both 
morally and financially, in the second Nillion Dollar campaign of 
the AGBU. This proposal was accepted unanimously. 

rn the financial section of our Church constitution there is a 
provision stipulating the portion of parish funds which is consi~ 
dered working capital for the succeeding year and a portion which 
goes into the capital surplus accomLt. Clarification was requested 
wit~ regards to this section relating to the custodian of this lat­
ter fund and under whose jurisd~ction the custodians would be. A 
proposal was made and carried that the General :rv:embership Meeting 
of each parish elect a coLunittee of three as custodians of this 
capital surplus fund~ 

several proposals were considered to have all church property 
throughout the D~ocese belong in title to a real estate co~ittee 
under the jurisdiction and supervision of our catholicos through 
the central Executive, councila It was thought advisable to have 
Bishop Tiran and the rentral Executive ComLJ.ittee take such steps 
and make such plans as are necessary to effectuate that scheme. 
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It was decided that a committee of five persons be elected by 
the Diocesan convention to .t~ke over and administer the program of 
obtaining and supporting theologicai.students sent to Etchmiadzin 
for our Diocese~ 

There is in our church constitution a provision which stot&s 
that 5% of the income of tho parish and 5~ of the income of tho 
prelacy in o.ll tho parishes of tho soc is to be sot aside for tho 
use of Etchmiadzin. A proposal was made t:1at 5% of tho net income 
be put a side by the paris~1os and that the Central Executive council 
determine how not income will be construed. 

It was proposed and unanimously accepted that tho succeeding 
Diocesan convention be held on tho second sunday in october and 
that no functions requiring tho services of tho clorgy be planned 
for this period of the Dioces~~ convention with the exception of 
funeral services. 

Thoro was considerable discussion relative to tho unbecoming 
uses the parish halls r.ro being rcntod out for. It was decided 
that tho Bishop and the central Exocutivo committee determine and 
issue a directive to all parishos stating for wh.e.t functions tho 
church Halls may be used, with tho view of forbidding dispersion 
of intoxicants in tho clmrch IIalls. 

A fund of $1000~00 was established to pay expensos of clergy 
who visit communities whore there: is no par·ish for tho purpose of 
organizing and starting parish activities. 

Bishop· Tiran gave a roport of the progress o:f tho cathedral 
and co~~unity contor Projoct stating in addition that thus far 
there was tho sumof $170,000 in tho fund. 

After conside:mble discussion as to the necessity of the con• 
vontion authorizing funds to supplement Bishop Sionts expEmsos in 
the Hid-west sub-diocese it was determined advisablo.to maintain 
tho sarno :financial arrangements us in previous years. 

Tho final business which your reprosontativios wore permitted 
to witness was. tho oloctJ.on of tho new members of 't.~e central Execu­
tive ComJ1litteo. Tho members of tho committee arc as follows: 

Bodros Hazo.rabodian 
Rev. Jolo.lian 
Very Rov Manoogio.n 

october 301 1947 

Dick simsarian Krikor Kaloustian 
Rev. Toumaya.n Bodros Bondat zi 
Very Rov Simonian AVedis Koljikian 

Rospect:fully submitted • 

Grayco Yoramian 
Zavon Hovsepian 
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Pebruaey 22, __ 3;'976 

ACYOA central co~cil ~port 

The ACYOA, 1mder the auspices of! the Diocese, ooavened 
a General AssemblY in conjunction with the Sixth Annual $PQrts 
Weekend in Miami. The purpose. of the Assembly ,b,,inq. the J;"e­
organi-sation of a national structure for senfot" aqa lftembers. 

Following two years of preparation, a new~ oonstit:utio• 
was ~dopted and a central Council elected.: The ma.-rs of . the 
eouncil and their terms of office are: 

Edward P. Kaiserian, Chairman; Holy Trinity ACYOA; Chelten­
ham, PA; 2 years 

David onanian, Vice Chairman, St. Vartanantz ACYOA; Lowell, 
MA; 2 years 

.Lisa Mooradian, Recording Secretary, Holy Shoqhaqat ACYOA; 
E. St. Louis, IL; 2 years 

Richard Takvorian, Corresponding Secretary 1 St. James ACYOA; 
Watertown, MA; 1 year 

Anna GarabedianJ Treasurer 1 St. John the Divine ACYOA, Spring­
field, MA; 1 year 

'l'he Council has had two meetings since the Assembly and it is 
presently involved in oontactinq all the parishes throughout 
~~e Diocese to determine the potential for starting new ACYOA 
chapters. In addition, the council is interpreting the Constit­
ution to establish guidelines for the chapters. 

Concerning the Seventh Annual Summer St:udies Proqram two clergy 
have been appointed as directors of the trip. Pr. Nersess Jebejian 
of Springfield, Mass., has been named Managing Director and will 
handle all logistical matters. Th.e Very Rev. 1'!;'. Houssiq Baqdasian, 
Livingston, N.J., has been named Educational Director and will co­
ot"dinate the trip& educational aspects. 

Planned :for the Diocesan Assembly is a Chairman~s Roundtable 
with the seru.or Chapter Chairmen attending- sess,ions ~acussing 
the Central Council's operations this year and a seminar on or­
ganizational dynamics. 

lfe look f:o.:Ward to the success of our endeavors. 

'"' . 

Respectt~lly submitted, 

Edward P.. Kaiserian 
Chairaan 
ACYOA Central Council 

, '. ~":,.·..,, ·~""J.~'"""'""'"~ 
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SECRETJ..B!AL RE:POliT 

CENTB.AL COUNCIL 

.A.IU:ll!IN'IAl~ CRU.RCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF .AM1liEQ:C.A. 

The Central Council of the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America convened 
for its first two day session of the 1950-1951 period in New York on Sept. 23-24, 1950, 
under the presidency of Arachnord Syrpazan Hayr and the chairmanship of Mr. Manoog 
Heditsian. ~he new members, MissAcabe 3oornazian, Mr. Paul HOvsepian, and Mr. Avedis 
:Kevorkian were welcomed into the organization. Jlllection of officers took pl~ce a.s 
follows: Mr. Manoog Hecitsian, Chairman; Mr. Arshag Gechijian, Vice-Chairman; Miss t:t. 

Mary Azarian, Secretary; Mr. Paul }jajarian, Treasurer. Appointments were ma.de as fol-
lows: Miss Acabe :Soornazian, Guard.ian Promotion Manager; Mr. Paul Hovsepian, Jr. Chepter 
Director; Mr. Avedis Kevorkian, Publicity; Mrs. Gr~yce Hadrian and Y~. Lee Bedikian 
were to act as Councillors. 

In eccordance with the Constitution, en Executive Secretary w~s a"9:oointecl. 
Me.ry Shalakian was unanimously elected to that position. 

The Central Council met in session, together with its Secretary, six times. Bishop 
Tiran was present at four of the meetings. 

Diocesan Cpnyention: Again the Council appointed its representatives to attend the 
Diocesan convention-- namely Mr. 1:anoog Heditsian, Mr. Paul Hovsepian and Miss Mary 
Sh21a.l.cian. They report that our seniors P..re pleased to have the interest Pnd a.ssistance 
of the A.C.Y.O.A. 

Amenruuents: Amendments to the constitution as voted at the Fourth .Annual Assembly 
heve been ratified and are ready for printing. 

Initiation CeremoAJ: 
sent out to Che"9ters. 

Formu.lated by Father Shnork. Copies heve been printed .e.nd ) r'- ,... 

I 

Chapters: Uptown New York Chapter has been officially dissolved ~s per the 
consti tutton and their treasury balance forwarded to the Central Council. The ChicF..go 
Chapter was also officially dissolved as per the consti tuti.on and their treasury balance 
forwarded to the Central Council. 

They 
111ill 

)Tew Ch{mte.rs: We are £>leased to re:oort the forrnation of" three new cha:pters. 1 a. 

are New York (Downtown), West Pullman. Chicago has reorganized and a new charter 1 
be presented to them. j 

Junior Chppters: Mr. Paul Hovsepian, Jr. Ch8~ter Director, re~orts a new Jr. 
Cha:oter in Watertown, malcing a total of five Jr. Chanters within the Organization. 
~iito~T, W/1-TE.ttTo-"' eH •C.A&o- Po q'N•t.Ail~ .... pl/•11- w.,;;-t ~H ..... ., ... p ..... jlll , 

A.C.Y.O,.A. Emblem Pins: A.C.Y.O.A., pins have been Clistributed to the ve.ri.ous 
chapters ordering them. 

Bu.lleti.ns and Directives: The Centra.l Council continues to send out bul-letins 
::>...nd directives for the benefit of the chapters. However, it should be ~ointeC' out th8t 
:m2ny m1estions in mind can be answered by previous bulletins -- please re£mr''to them. 
Sufficient council has been sent out to enA.ble any chapter to conduct itseL.' befitting 
the a. c. Y.o •• r,... 
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A. C. Y, 0, i>. Stand~rds and Pls-aues: Definite information as to size and cost bes 
been obtained and will be yresented to the Assembly and the ChP.pters represented for 
their Puproval. Plaques have l)een purcl'Lf!sed for l')Pst Pssemblies. Sever...-.1 extras 
have bePn nurchased for future use. 

FIFI'H .i/2.;'1'1\SRSARY BALL: The Fifth Anniversary Ball of the A.C,Y.O.A.. t'.'a.s held 
in the month of Jf'nuar:r in the following cities: Boston, Detroit, Troy, Philedelphia., 
Hartford, Raci.ne and Paterson. The net financial outcome is tabul8ted as follows: 

i 
i 

l 
f.; 

New York area 
Philadelphia area 
Boston area 
Detroit P.rea 

lj) 70.00 
2.10 

442,56 
312.19 
328.15 
109.96 

I 
Troy chapter 
Chic8.E;O area 
Hartford area 

I 
' I 
I 
! 

~i2S¥~ 96 
-~ 

Less expenses 

lJet Profit 

184.89 

;?1080.07 

Of this net figure, ;?979. 37 was deducted fror.i the taxes thus le;:-vin£.: 2 reserve 
amount of ~100.19 to be a.pplied agei.nst the forthcoming budget. 

Special note a~d commendation should be given to the Troy C:b.apter, who unessisted, 
oroduced such :fine. results. 

Taxes and Finances: All back taxes have been cleared, with the exception of 
pnion City, All current taxes oove been cleared with the exception of Union City, 
••ew Britein end Providence. In regards to the latter two--liew :Britain and Providence-­
both have paid taxes on account and the bale"nce to be paid pendin£: clarificPtion of 
accounts and standing, It is felt that ~~ assembly time these two chapters will be 
paid in full, It must be noted that this is indeed a wonderful record And points uu 
the sense of responsibility tr.Pt the chapters hF.ve. 

~.':Qnthly 1~eettng Reports: . These reports have been revised this ye2r. Once again,,· a 
please note these fo~1s are important, they are read, compared and tabulated. Their v 
importPnce cannot be stressed enough. · , 

1q51 Assembly: Close contact and checl~ bEs been maintained by the Ce~tral Council 
and the Watertown Chapter on all phases of the forthcoming Assembly. 

Publicity: '!1hroughout the yectr, publicity pertaining to the A. c. Y. 0. A. has 
a.ppeared in various A:rmenien-American papers. In pa.rticular we wish to thank the 
Armenian Mirror-Spectator for devoting an issue to the ..i. C. Y. O.A, 

Cb£uter Statistics: Below is presented an overall picture of chapter facts, 
figures and activities. However, this 1nclude!'l only 20 of our 24 chapters, The 1 ti , 
missing reports rep~sent the following chapters: New York, Union City, WaUkegan 
and liiami. 

Total paid membership - 783 plus 120 Jrs, Total 903 
:Bnsiness meetings held - 289 

Social, educettonal, religious, cultural meetings _ 207 

«:i~_r;;:;r:> 
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A. C. Y. Q, A. members who are members of their church - 208 
Chapters having Jr, groups - 5 
Chapters sponsoring religious talks and subjects - 16 
Chapters observing religious holidays - 1 
Chapters engaged in quizzes and discussions - 7 
Chapters engaged in auestion and answer period - 7 

All clw.pters hf:.ve extended finDncial and moral e.id to their loca1 church. 1 8 
Practically a.ll chapters have sponsored educational, cultural and religious lectures. 
Many have sponsored educational and religious movies. They ha.ve also attended group / 
conF~ions, organized bible studies and visitation committees for the sick and eged, I 
and also have sponsored debates. · 

All chapters have sponsored dances and socials. Some have produced plays and 
ha.ve held Picnics and outings; minstrel shows and parent 1 s night has been held. 
They have ~ljo participated in both baSketball and bowling, 

The Armenian Guardian: This bas been of the utmost concern of the Council and 
at each of its sessions, much time has been devoted on the subject in order that we 'l· tt, 
ma,y realize a better paper. Recently a suggestion hAs been brought forth that would . 
ease the burden of the Guardian (this will presented at the Assembly). In any event, I~ 
a.fter serious deliberation the Central Council decided that a new editor would be 1 

appointed to the Guardian. This chan~e over to take pla.ce before the end of the ye~r. 1 

It may also be recorded thf!t there has been a slight increase of subscripti.ons over 
la.st year. 

Central Council Yembera.: Let-ters of resignation were received from Mr. Avedis 
Kevorkian and Hr. Lee :Bedikian. These were accepted anc1 the Council used its oower 
of cooption to fill these vacancies. Mr. Zaven Hovsepian and Mr. Matthew M'atteosie-n 
were elected to fill these vacancies until the next Assembly, 

California, A. C. Y.O.t.: A letter from California informs us tha.t an A, C. Y.O.& 
group has been formed there and now consists of six chapters. They have a constitution 
similar to our and they are holding their convention over the Labor Day wee.b.:end, 

National Pqblicity pirector: This office has been a very important and necessary 
one. l&r, Zaven Hovsepian ha.s been delegated to :f'u.lfill its duties. 

Vartanantz Oele'bFa.tion: The committee set up to organize the celebration of 1 ~ 
the 1500th anniversary of the Armenian Hero Vartan has esked the .tl.. c. Y, O,A. C:entra1 
Council to plan and carry out an ess~v contest related to the Celebration. Mr. Zaven 
Hovsepian tas outlined the rules and regulations of the essay; also has seen to the 
printing and distribution of these rules to the various chapters, 

Rules of ?rocedure: The Detroit Committee set up at the last Assembly to prepare 
Rules of Procedure for the Assembly have come forth with several excellent suggestions 
and recommendations that will be presented at the Assembly, 

"A" Awarde: As an incentive to the Chapters, announcement will be made at the 
Assembly of awards to be presented to chapters. These awa.rds will be based on certain 
fa.ctors such as membership increase, church member increase, Guardian subscription 
increase, and the group with the most increase in a religious and cultural line. 
fir. Paul Najarian will present a silver cup to the A. C. Y. O.A. who, in turn, will 
present it to the most deserving chapter. This will be a traveling cup, presented 
to the most deserving chapter for the year. 
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Reproduction Machinea: During the course of the year three machines were 
purchased. They were a graphotype machine, addressograph machine and an electric 
mimeograph ma.chine. The cost of these machines was borne by three organizations, 

, namely the A. C. Y. O,A., the Diocesan office and the Cathedral Project. 

Resignation of :Executive Secretary: A letter of resignation was submitted by 
Miss Mary V. Shalakian, Executive Secretary. A motion was made end seconded that 
this resignation should not be accepted and upon her refusal to withdraw her resigna,tion 
and to reconsider same, the Central Council had no alternative but to acceut her 
resignation. 

Retiring C.C. Membera: It was decided to present a memento to retir~ng Central 
Council members as a token of their three year's work to the Organizat-i.on. A bible 
was decided upon as most appropriate. This matter will be taken to the Assembly for 
approval, 

Respectfully sub111itted, 

Manoog Heditsian, Chairman 
Central Council 
Armenian Church Youth Organization of 

.America 


