- e

v

S ALY
TN S Ve

e

REPORT ON DIOCESAN CONVENTION HELD
IN TROY ON OCTOBER 11 AND 12, 1947

AS REPORTED BY ACYOA REPRESENTATIVES.
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Report on Diocesan Convention held
in Trey on Qctober 11 and 12, 1947
as reported by ACYOA representatives
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At the last meeting of the Central Council in Worcester, Mass.
on June 29, 1947, a motion was made and duly passed thet the Central
Executive Committee of the Diocese be approached so that permission
might be rgceived to allow members of the Central Council to be
present at the Diocesan Convention on Qctober 1l and 12, 1947 as
observers and reporters to the ACYOA of proceedings and decisions
mede, Such permission having been granted, the Central Council
elected two members of that body to attend the Diocesan Convention,

The following is & report of Zavon Hovseplan and Grayce Yeram—
ian who were the elected members:
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After the registration, roll call and all other preliminary
activities, telegrams and letters of well wishes were received and
read by the chairman pro-ter, The first telegram was from A.H.
Karagheusian, chairman of the AGBY Million Dollear Campaign Committee
who expressed the desire of the AGBU to have full co-operation with
the Armeniem Church in its Second Million Dollar Campaign for Re=-
patriation and further wished the Diotesan Convention success. A
second telegram was received from the AGBU Central Committee ex-
pressing the same sentiments as the former telegran, A third telew
gram was on behalf of the ACY0A sent by the Central Coungil g the
ACYOAs, A letter was received Ifrom the Armenian Nations %sing
its hopes for continued cooperation of the Armenian church and it
outlined in detail the goals which they wish to attain,

Following the verification of new delegates, election of pre-
siding offiers for the Convention took places

Chairmen -« Dickran Boyajian
zZoven Balkar

Secret arics pedros Bondatzi
Bedros Semerjian

Arachnord Syrpazan Hayr made 1is report to the Cconvention
of the previous yearts activities and alsn suggested matters for
discussion and consideration., Such subjects were;

le Relative to re-patriation - the necessity of the con=-
vention to consider it; and the necessity of coopera-
tion with the AGBU as in the past; and further dis-
cussing the role of the Armenian Nationagl Council with
reference to the Armenian Question,

-2. The need for a Seminery in the United States since
clergymen are urgently needed in the North American
Diocesoe



Se’

44
Se

8 Y

‘ 7’."
8e
94

iOa

1l.

12,

-2

‘Progress made with rererence to the construction of
new churches in many parishes.

The urgency of a Cathedral and Community Center pProjects:

Thé necessity of enlarging and projecting auxiliary
groups. of the Prelacy for expediency in and for its
undertakings.

Tﬁe establishment of a mide~western sub-diocese and its
progress,

The strldes taken by the ACYOA in its short existence,
which embodied a commendation and comment of the
healthy spirit existing in that organization,

To take into consideration and devise methods and
means to expand the Armenian Schools in the Diocess
in a uniform manner,

Deﬁising a plan for 0ld Age Security for the members
of our clergye.

Considerction of a proposal to have ell church proper-
ty throughout the Diocese belonvs 1in title to a real
estate committec under the jurisdiction and super=-
vision of the Catholicos through the Central Ex.Council,

To promote better harmony and understanding between
the churches of the Diocese and the Prelacy.s

Suggested means to effectuate a re~union of our
separated brothers of the faiths

Formalities such as election of committeos, reading of reports
of last yoarts Diocesan gonvention, reports of the Central Executive
Councilts activities and other Committees under the jurisdiction of

the Prelacy,

reports of the ACYOA wcre all.made and discussion ens

sued for clarification, questioning the several activities and
critisizing actions taken by the several bodies; so that from these
discussions the Resolutions Committee could draw up resolutions
embodying the expressed sentiments of the Convention body.

The discussions centered cround the following subjects:

1.

An explanation was requested as to why after four years
the plans for the compilation and edition of a Sunday
School book was not consumateds The answer glven was
that until recently 1t had been o physical impossi-
bility to procur ccpable personnel to tackle this une
dertaking but recently two priests in London have
commlitted themselves in preporing this book,

2+ Why local committees in the out of town parishes had

not vbeen organized to assist in procuring funds for
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the Cathedral and Community conter pProject? The Prew
loey felt that.there were many organizations in the
communities collecting monies for such thingsj; such as
re~-patriation, etce As a result it was thought advise
able to walt until thesc campaigns were over before it
launched its own nation-wide compaigne.

S¢ Why after two years since a decision was made by the
Diocesan gonvention to gppoint a visiting worker -~ no
progress has been shown? Inavailability of capable
personnel seemed to be the tenor of the answer.,

Proposals for the establishment of an o0ld age benefit fund
were recelved from the Committee of the Clergy outlining three
methods for the creating of such fund:

1, 15% of the dues to the Prelacy from the Parishes to be
applied to such fund,

24 107 of the Income of the puxilisry Committees to the
Prelacy to be agpplied to such fund.

3+ 5% of the salaries of the clergy to be devoted to this
fund.,

After considerable discussion, motions were made and carried
that this fund be established by a payment of 5% out of the clergy-
men's salary as well as an equal amount from the Parish., As to de-~
vising a system, just to all, and a system for administering such
fund g three man committee was nominated to study all of the possi=
bilities and to report to the succeeding Diocesan Convention,

The second session convened Sunday October 12, 1947 at 1:30
p.ms The first business to be considered was a proposal that the
Central Executive Committee issue requests to parishes and wgrdens
of the parishes for their participation in an all~out effort, both
morally and financially, in the Second Million Dollar Campaign of
the AGBU. This proposal was accepted unanimouslye

In the financial scction of our Church Constitution there is a
provision stipulating the portion of parish funds which is consie
dered working capital for the succeeding year and a portion which
goes into the capital surplus account, (Clarification was requested
with regards to this section relating to the custodian of this lgt-
ter fund and under whowe jurisdiction the custodians would be, A
proposal was made and carried that the General Nembership Meeting
of each parish elect a committee of three as custodians of this
capital surplus fund,

Several proposals were considered to have all church property
throughout the Diocese belong in title to a real estate committee
under the jurisdiction and supervision of our Catholicos through
the Central Executive Council. It was thought advisgble to have
Bishop Tiren and the rCentral Executive Comuiittee take such steps
and make such plans as are necessary to effectuate that scheme,
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It was decided that a committee of five persons be elected by
the Diocesan convention to take over and administer the program of
obtaining and supporting thoological students sent to Etchmiadzin
for our Diocese,

There is in our Church Constitution a provision which states
that 54 of thc incomc of the parish and 5% of thc income of the
Prclacy in pll the parishes of the Sce 1s to be set aside for the
usc of Etchmiadzin, A proposal was made that 84 of the net income
be put aside by the parishes and that the Contral Execcutive Council
determine how net incowme will bc construed.

- It was proposed end unanimously acceptcd that the succecding
Diocesan Convention be held on the second Sundsy in Qctober and
that no functions rcquiring the scrvices of the clergy be planned
for this period of the Diocesan Convention with the exception of
funcral scrvicos,

Thero was considergble discussion reclative to the unbecoming
uses the parish halls ere being roented out fore. It was decided
that the Bishop and the Central Exccutive Committee determine and
issuo g directive to all parishes stating for whet functions the
Church Halls may be usod, with the view of forbidding disporsion
of intoxicants in thc Church Jalls,

A fund of $1000,00 was established to pay cxpenscs of clergy
who visit communities where there is no parish for tiic purpose of
organizing and starting parish activitics,

Bishop Tiran gave a reoport of the progress of the Cathedral
and Community Center pProject stating in addition that thus far
there was the sum of $170,000 in the fund.

Aftur considernble discussion as to the necessity of the con=
voention authorizing funds to supplement Bishop Sionts expenscs in
the Mid~wcst sub-diocccse it wos determined advisable to maintain
the samc financial arrangements gs in previous yoars.

- The final business which your reprcsentativics werc permitted
to witness was the clection of the new mombers of the Contral Execu=
tive Committec. The mombers oi the committee are as follows:

Bedros Hazarabcecdian Dick Simsarian @ Krikor Kaloustian
Rev, Jelalian Rev, Toumayan Bedros Bondat zi
Very Rev Manocogian Very Rev Simonian Avedis Keljikian

Rospectfully submitted.

. Graycc Yeramian
october 30, 1047 Zaven Hovseplan
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ACYOA Centrai Council Report

"The ACYOA, under the auspices of the Diocesge, convened
a General Assembly in conjunction with the Sixth Annual Sports
Weekend in Miami. The purpose of the Assembly being the re-
organization of a national structure for senior aqa membars.

Following two years of preparation, a new canstitutian S
was adopted and a Central Council electad.. The manbers of. the
Qouncil and their terms of office are: o

BEdward P, Kaiserian, Chairman; Holy Trinity ACYOA; Chelten-

‘ham, PA; 2 years

David Onanian, Vice Chairman, St. Vartanantz ACYOA; Lowell,
MA; 2 years \

.Lisa Mooradian, Recording Secretary, Holy Shoghagat ACYOA;
B, St, Louis, IL; 2 years

- Richard Takvorian, Corrasponding sgcretary, St. James ACYOA;

Watertown, MA; 1 year

Anna Garabedian; Treasurer, St. John the Divine ACYOA, Spring-
field MA; 1 year

The Council has had two meetings since the Assembly and it is
presently involved in contacting all the parishes throughout
the Diocese to datermine the potential for starting new ACYOA
chapters. In addition, the Council is interpreting the Constit-
ution to establish guidelines for the chaptars.

Concerning the Seventh Annual Summer Studies Program two clergy
have been appointed as directors of the trip. Fr. Nersess Jebejian
of Springfield, Mass., has been named Managing Director and will
handle all logistical matters. The Very Rev. Fr. Houssig Bagdasian,
Livingston, N.J., has been named Educational Director and will co-
ordinate the trips educational aspects.

Planned for the Diocesan Assembly is a ChainMan's Roundtable
with the Senior Chapter Chairmen attending sessions discussing
the Central Council's operations this year and a seminar on or-
ganizational dynamics,

WQ look fo:ward to the success of our cndaavars.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward P, Kaiserian
Chairman
ACYOA Central cguncil
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ARMENI AN CHURCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

The Central Council of the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America convened
for its first two day session of the 1950-1951 period in New York on Sept, 23%-24, 1950,
under the presidency of Arachnord Syrpszan Bayr and the chairmanship of Mr, Manoog
Heditsian. The new members, liissAcabe Boornazian, Mr. Paul Hovsepian, and Mr, Avedis
Kevorkian were welcomed into the organization., Flection of officers took place ag
follows: Mr. Manoog Heditsian, Chairman; Mr, Arshag Gechijisn, Vice~Chairman: Miss Q
Mary Azarian, Secretary; Mr. Paul Nsjarian, Treasurer. Appointments were made asg fol-
lows: MNMiss Acabe Boornazien, Guerdisn Promotion Manager; Mr. Paul Hovsepian, Jr. Chepter
Director; Mr. Avedis Xevorkian, Publicity; Mrs. Grayce Hadrian and Mr., Lee Bedikian
were to act as Councillors.

In sccordance with the Constitution, sn #xecutive Secretery was 9nnoin+eﬂ ﬂiss"»
Mery Shalakian was unanimously elected to that position.

The Central Council met in session, together with its Secretary, six times. Bishop
Tiren was present at four of the meetings.

Diocesan Convention: Again the Council eppointed its representatives to attend the
Diocesan convention -- nemely lir., lianoog Heditsian, Mr. Paul Hovsepian and Miss Mary
Shelakian. They report that our senlors are pleased to have the interest =2nd =sssistance
of the A.C.Y.0.4A,

Amwendmentg: Amendments to the constitution as voted at tﬁe‘Fourth Annusl Aésémblyw
heve been ratified and are ready for printing,

itiation Ceremony: Formlated by Father Shnork. Copies have been Printed and |& *
sent out to Chonters. /

Chapters: Uotown New York Chepter has been officially dissolved =as per the
constitution and their treasury balence forwarded to the Central Council., The Chicazo
Chapter was also officially dissolved as per the constitution and their treasury balance
forwarded to the Central Council,

Tew agéntéfg We are plessed to revort the formation of three new chapters.
They are New York (Downtown), West Pullman. Chicago has reorganized and a new charter
vill be presented to them.

Junior Chepterg: Mr., Peul Hovsepian, Jr, Chapter Director, revorts a new Jr. te. .
Chanter in Watertown, making = total of five Jr. Chapters within the Organizetion. S R
Vet ‘0‘7 ‘-dﬂ'fel‘l’ocvt CHicrGo - Mo G,lenﬁfbffhﬂ wWecT HivAdeLP WA . E

A.u.Y 0, 4 Emblem Ping: 4.C.Y.0.4 pinsg have been distributed to the various
chapters ordering them.

Bulleting and Directiveg: The Central Council contimues to send out bulletins
and directives for the benefit of the chapters., However, it should be pointed out that
pmeny cuestions in mind can be answered by previous bulletins -~ please ref§™ %o them. .
Sufficient council has been sent out to enable any chenter to conduct itgell befitting |& /;
the 4.C. 7. 0, 4,
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4,0, Y,0,5, Standards end Plagues: Definite informetion a2s to size and cost hes
been obtained and will be preseanted to the Assembly snd the Chepters represented for
their avoroval, Placues heve been purchesed for vest »ssemblies. Seversl extras
have been rurchased for fulure use,

FIFTH ATIVIESARY BALL: The Pifth Anniverssry Bell of the A.C.Y.0.4, was held
in the month of Jemuary in the following cities: 3Boston, Detroit, Troy, Philedelvhis,
Hartford, Racine snd Psterson. The net financlal outcome is tabuleted as follows:

W

LY

¥ew York area $ 70.00
Philedelphis ares 2.10
Boston area Lo 56
Detroit eres 312.19

Troy chapter %28,15
Chicego erea 109.96

— Hartford area —
Less expenses 124,39

Het Profit $1020,07
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Of this net fizure, $979.87 was deducted from the taxes thus lesving &
amount of $100,19 to be spplied ageinst the forthcoming budeet.

reserve

Special note and commendation should be given to the Troy Chapter, who unsssisted,
produced such fine remults. -

Taxes and Finances: All back taxes have been cleared, with the eXception of
Union City, All current taxes have been cleared with the exception of Union City,
Hew Britein snd Providence, In regards to the latter two--Wew Britain and Providence~—-
both have paid taxes on account and the balence to be psid pending clarificetion of
accounts and standing, It is felt that by assembly time these two chepters will bve
paid in full, It must be noted that this is indeed a wonderful record and points uv
the sense of responsibility thet the chavters have,

M These reports have been revised this yesr. Once sgain, |
please note thege forms are important, they are read compared and tabulated, Their |V
importence cannot be stressed enough, , :

1951 Asgembly: Close contact and check hzs been maintained by the Central Council
and the Watertown Chapter on all phases of the forthcoming Assembly.

Publicity: Throughout the year, publicity pertaining to the A.C.Y.0.A, has
appeared in various Armeniesn-American pepvers. In particular we wish to thank the
Armenian Mirror-Spectator for devoting an issue to the 4.C,Y.0.4,

Chepter Statigtics: Below is presented an overall picture of chavter facts, .,
figures and activities., However, this includes only 20 of our 24 chapters. The %ﬁ i
nissing reports represent the following chapters: New York, Union City, Waukegan
and Miami.

Total paid membership - 783 plus 120 Jrs,
Business meetings held - 289

Sociml, educsetional, rellgious, cultural meetingg - 207

Total 903



A.C.Y.0,A. members who are members of their church - 208
Chepters having Jr, groups -~ 5

Chepters sponsoring religious talks and subjects - 16
Chapnters observing religious holidays - 1

Chapters engaged in cquizzes and discussions -~ 7

Chapters engaged in cuestion and answer period - 7

Practically sll chapters have sponsored educational, cultural and religious lectures.
¥any have sponsored educational and religious movies. They have also attended group
comnunions, orgenized bible studies and visitation committees for the sick and zged,
and also have gponsored debates,

A1l chepters heve extended finencial and moral sid to their local church. 1 P
!

All chapters have sponsored dances and socials. Some have produced plays and
heve held vicnics and outings; minstrel shows and parent's nisght has been held.
They have zlgo participated in both bagketball and bowling., S S A
The Armenian Guardian: This has been of the utmost concern of the Council and \
at each of its sessions, much time has been devoted on the subject in order that we |
may realize s better paper. Recently a suggestion has been dbrought forth that would .
ease the burden of the Guardian (this will presented at the Assembly)., In any event, i\/
after serious deliberastion the Central Council decided that 2 new editor would be ]
appointed to the Gusrdian. This chanze over to take place before the end of the yesr,’
It mey also be recorded that there has been a slight incresse of subseriptions over
last year.

Central Council Members: Letters of resignation were received from Mr., Avedis
Xevorkian and iir. Lee Bedikian. These were accepted ani the Council used its nower
of cooption to fill these vacancies. MNr., Zaven Hovsepian and kr, Metthew Matteosien
were elected to fill these vacancies until the next Assembly,

Californis A.C,Y.0.%: A letter from California informs us thst an 4.C.Y.0.4 §
group has been formed there and now consists of six chapters. They have & constitution
similar to our and they are holding their convention over the Labor Day weekend,

National Publicity Director: This office has leen a very importent and necessary
one, MNr, Zsven Hovsepian hes been delegated to fulfill its duties,

Vartonantz Gelebration: The committee set up to organize the celebration of
the 1500th anniversary of the Armenian Hero Vartan has esked the 4,C.Y.0.4. Central
Council to plan end cerry out an essay contest related to the Celebration. lr. Zaven
Hovsepian has outlined the rules and regulations of the essay; also has seen to the
printing and distribution of these rules to the various chapters,

P

Rules of Procedure: The Detroit Committee set up at the last Assembly to prepare
Rules of Procedure for the Assembly have come forth with several excellent suggestions
and recommendations that will be presented at the Assembly,

"A¥ Awardgs: As an incentive to the Chapters, announcement will be made at the
Assembly of awards to be presented to chspters. These awards will be based on certain
factors such as membership increase, church member increase, Guardien subscription
increase, and the group with the most increase in a religlous and cultural line,
kr. Paul Najarien will present a silver cup to the A.C.Y.0.A, who, in turn, will
present it to the most deserving chepter. This will be a traveling cup, presented

to the most deserving chapter for the year.



Reproduction liachineg: During the course of the yvear three machines were
purchased. They were a graphotype machine, addressozraph machine and an electric
mimeograph machine, The cost of these machines was borne by three organizations,

{ namely the A.C,Y.0.4., the Diocesan office and the Cathedral Project.

Resignation of Executive Secretary: A letter of resignation was submitted by
Miss Mary V., Shalakisn, Executive Secretary. A motion was made and seconded that

this resignation should not be accepted and upon her refusal to withdraw her resignation
and to reconsider same, the Central Council had no alternative but to acceot her
resignztion,

Retirinz C,C, Memberg: It was decided to present a memento to retiring Central
Council members as & token of their three year's work to the Organization, A bible
was decided upon as most appropriate. This matter will be taken to the Assembly for
spproval,

Respectfully submitted,

Manoog Heditsian, Chairmen

Central Council

Armenisn Chrch Youth Organization of
America



