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Melikian exhibit at the Venable-

"WH .. '!\.T 1S A iVP.'I'ERCO:I:.ORIS'l'? A •,..•a te:t.•colol:is·t i::i a poet, a roman·t:ic, a 

c:r.·ef'!""t€•:r. Sf•~"'""Jdn~· in the ly..t·ical anc sv.btl.e language of ner me .iurn. She 

roast love aT'Ic ref2} ect. ·~h . ternoer of her rna tcria 1 anc at the same time be 

:bU.gr?C' t.o pr'3serve and use the qualities of watercolor." 

"I 1i i"Px foun ~ all of tlws e qualities-- nd wore-- in the pain·tinSJs 

of M~ry 1\-'l~lik.i.an recently on exhibit at washington's Venable-Neslage 

Ga J.lorie•;; , b25 Connecticut Ave., N. w." 

Mary Me likian ai:;;plays an e t):"aorCitldry cufnl t.:anC of 1·1er chosen Til .... · j U'fft. 
~) 

~... rcolors is that of a woman ,,dth an inter:se lc.~ve of li.1:e:: ·.vhc. .i.~ 
I 

J-

Her techn · ue of shaoo-viing and 7-'lc.::c v i.lJr ~ 11 t.o .'.c'1 .JH1 h!..J..;..: 

the eye-~particularl 

virtue of her \~atercolors in the cal l:! .. tj ·c.a i:-'uJ. • ::jl.e :~"" :::1, ,_ i:~ l..: .,' 

exhibit none of the officious~ t=a ~ s one ch38 ciatcs v.,l ; · · ~ i.~:::·.)-r; ._ ::- >. , il"'~-~· 

(;rawings. '1 



I 

• , 

11The largf.!r works e;)' aibi t a broa vigorous impress on wi f;h the 

~ame q ualities found in her sroall sketches. A f ew bo d strokes , a 

;-pot of color--how simple they ar , and hm.'/ subt. e." 

n ·q ,z, · .. r~ :" r. a ."~E>S show a b a iance anc harmony between her warm anf.l 

col~ colore ~1ich pro ~uce B a wi~e ra~se of tonal val~ea , froru 

the ·~~-·d::c ~ t. '!.o,•hitc.- o!.: th" u~painte paper ~0 i.he carke,~t g reen tones o f 
, 

'1. . ('ler.• .... ;l t-er V · a\: '\:i I n • • 

•.•iP.<: . c' :l; "'n:rJ<'. ~"%r.>y 'laVCl, i.:.1 2 Ha~: , th& ~: :;- r;:-nGe of finality one gets 
roE flo] 

~ . ow n., ,.~ 1 ·1 o:~i "''/1 l:i nr.::. of a f'C'"''W'. A V 0 T.:}' • ;:>.ti c;;fy inc sho .-." 

;. ' 1 a '\ .• :,Y ivat.e r;ollc.c t ·i on::.; , not onl.y i.n Ne-1'1 Yo:r.k but in Nort Carolina , 

fm .. -warCl to a brilliant fu 1re f or h e r. " 
De SeaCil 1: , 1E~10 r..mGA~U,.E 

ash ' ngton, D. C. 



i 
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"LY'RICAL VISIONS IN 1VAT 1~Rr.OLOR 11 by MCLIKIAN, IN BOSTON THROUGH NOV. 12th. 
uy Patricia Bu~r Bott 

(Fo'l"'mer Directo'l'", Burr Galleries, N.Y. and 
Founder of the SociEty of Animal A~t1sts) 

Ma'!"'y Melikian of N.Y., a graduate (B.F~A.) in ~aintlng f'!"'om the 

highlY acclaimed Bhode Island School of Design, was invited to give her 
.d 'I"'St rnaJ o,.. one-man show at. the Bur,.. Galle:ne s in N.Y. in 1 Y62. She 

received enthusiastic rev1ews in the N·I· Herald Tribune, Jou,..nal-AmeTicaq 
~!t Nu~, E.!.£~es on ~.·~xhi bit, and other publicat. Ions. 

Mar-y Hel1k1an 1 g worlc has st.rengthened both in color and foT"m. He,.. 
sense or· ctes1gn 1s excellent., and the use of .l.lne w1th £r-ee-f lowing i'orm 

g~ves her "l)alntings deJ.'inlt,ion and cha:rm. 

Lyrical In mood, ho:r WOT"k has unique ap"l)eal. The scope of her colo~ 
tee.l.ing and subject matter makes .he'!"' paintings distinctive. HoT' fish 

really swim, heT" sailboats Teally sail, and there is movement in her 
,..et''l"eshing app'l"'oach. 

The warmth of he,.. per-sonality is also "reflected in color-, subject 

mat:.te,.., and feeling th,..oughout her a,..t. The,..e is a cosmic quality that is 

conveyed to the viewer-. 

Hany of he~ paintings a'l"'e !',..om 
occasional "\)aintings of animals a'!"'e 
~oo. She has a strong affinity ro,.. 

memo,..y. Howeve'l", Ma,..y Melikian's 
I 

done fTom life based on visits to the 

all of natu.,.e, and achieves its 

essence through haT' uni·que stylization. 

...... The ,..eview in Arts Mage:zine in 1968 stated that "Ma,..y Melikian is 
i-UU.tf -- -
-~~~!1!~-ie:k::f mnversal in her wo:r-1<:, even to depicting a variety of rHalmn ••• 

Hq:r- style is basically callig,..aphic, c,..is~, sure T'hythmie str6kes with 

;)ltJasing colo:r- soften~ng the skele l.ons of strokes. Her themes and methods 

convey a s~l~It of joy in living." 

These '!"'Balms are sometimes benea~h the ocean or in oute,.. space. She 
has been uncte,..wat.e:r- with special. dlving equ1pment and has exper1enced the 

I 

ula.Y of light., t.he movement of i'Ish, and i.he life of thls environment • . " . 
In l~ol, she painted "Moonwor-ld" wh~ch was haT futuristic expTession of 

., 

the moon. She achieved the crater-like textuTes by placing haT feet on 

r 

I 
'' 



,. 

-2-

::s <:::> 
va,..1ous a,..eas of the wet pape-r. Honths late,.., Ast,..onaut Ande,..s in -::::z.. w 
o,..bit 1:>0 miles away f:rom the.moon ,..epo,..ted, "The moon's su,..race 1s ~~ 
whitlsh-s,..ay, like dtrty beach sand w1~h lots or footprints in it." -~ 

\ 

~~o '1nwo,..ld is in the extens1 ve collection of Jh·. and Hl"s. Haig Ta:=;ttj !Hit , -------
or 1~. Y., and 1s the only Me11.1nan pa1n t 1ng, thus r'ar, with tootp,..int s. 

In he,.. catalog~ the one-~an show at Bu,..,.. Galle,..ies, N.Y., it 

was s~ated that, "Ma:ry Melikian, 
o.,.l,t;lna.L and ,..er·,..eshing talent. 
colo,..s a,..e 1~oued with a poetic, 

a Winne,.. or va,..ious priZes has an 

She 1s 1nnat..ely a '?Oat, and he:r wate,..­
d,..eam-like quality. Miss Meli1Gan, ~7'1o 

nas ~aRte,..ed the dit!Icult techn1que of wa&e,..colo,.., has gone on to 

develop her own pe"T"sonal style. She exp,..esses he,.. expe,..lences of things 

sc:en, relt, and hea,..d, and useR a r.;tyle oetween ,..ealism and auAt,..nct1on 

t..haL 1s st,..ikingly he,.. own. With th1s Rhe c,..eates a wo,..ld which, ••• 

't:tx-o"T"esses an I nne,.. tee.Ling aoout lire' ••• ,' beautitul ar1d joyous.'" 

Mnr,y Melikian's pe,..sonal st.yle 1s ,..ecogn1zed by museums and collect..o.,.s 

Hl t.he Un1 ted States, Canada, Eu..,.ope, 3X · 5 3 !Utfr Nea,.. F.ast, Jn:pau, 

~ and Sou~h Ame,..1ca. 

t:.O"T"CQ_lo,..n show 
-- k--·----·--·----·-' 

1s on exhibit at Concou,..se A,..t Galle:ry, State St,..eet 

on, }~ass. , th,..ough Nov. 12. The Galle,..y 

Monday through F,..iday, tj:45 a.m. to 4;t45 p.m. 

------------------ --
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11'(_ - Qcf 7t:J 7 ,f9,5?J-t1P3)\ 
Mary Melikian will be having a RETROSPECTIVE (PAINTINGS lif? ZQiS).\ 

to be presented~the Museum of the Diocese of the A~enian Church, 

630 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016, (plaza entrance between 34th 

35th Streets), from November 3rd through November 5th, 

an CPeniag Reception on Thursday, November 3rd, 7 to 9 
NOt1li116l!!ll. '+ 'f"'\; 

~ay also be seen on Fridayl\2 to 7 p.m., and Saturday, 

from 12 to 6 p.m. The artist will be present. 

p.m., The paintings J 
' '-.)/ 

November 5th ~ 

~D~~ 
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M~tL REQLEA. t ..... tn.6.- ,.. 
FOR IMMEDIATE SE-~ 

GALLERY BODLEY 1063 MADISON I. VENUE NEW YORK l 002S PHONE AG 9·21 55 

DAVID r.'.t..NN, IN: .. 

~81 

.m. 

Mary Melikian has lived and worked in New York since 1956. She re-

ceived her B.F.A. in Painting from the Rhode Island School of Design and 

did graduate work at Columbia University Teachers College. She has held 

positions as a designer on the "Modern Masters Series" for Fuller Fabrics, 

New York; has taught art in the educational system of N.J. and N.Y.; and 

was Assistant Director of Grand Central Moderns and Director of Public 

Relations for Grand Central Art Galleries, N.Y. For the past several 

years she has devoted her time to her own painting. She is married to the 
oF lrte N. <(. e,.. PAL 

Reverend Warren E Haynes a£25 3 6 51@ lil53 1> IOC8;£ oF THC:. EPI:T-0 
• '· ' • C.HU RC..H. 

Listed in Who's Who in American Art and various international bio-

graphies, her paintings are included in the permanent collections of the 

Worcester Museum of Art, Mint Museum, Charlotte, N.C., Vassar College Art 

Museum, etc., and she has had numerous solo exhibitions in New York, 

Florida, Arizona, Massachusetts, California, Texas, and a retrospective 

at Centenary College. Her paintings have also been exhibited in the 

Butler Art Institute, National Arts Club, 'Providence Art Club, Jersey City 

Museum, and she has had the special honor of being included in the State 

Department's "Art for u.s. Embassies Program." 

Photographs on Request 
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