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Translation: Love‘each other for God is love.
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November 17, 19y6

It is a great pleasure tor nie to extend my grectings to the people of the St. Leon Church
of Fair Lawn. New Jersev: on an occasion which embodies the hard work, dedication and

optnusm of this community.

Transtorming the dream of this renovation into a reality took a great deal of hard work and
determination, and the Fair Lawn Armenian community deserves to be congratulated for this
wondertul achievement.

Thanks to the leadership of vour pastor, the Very Reverend Fr.Vithan Flovhanessian, the Libors

of the bulding commiteee. and the contributions of many individuals and familics, vou have

succeeded i creating a worthy environment tor promoting the lite in Christ in your community

and for participating in the Armentan cultural heritage.

The brave and pious souls who first settled in this arca. and who went on to establish an
Armenian sanctuary in Far Lawi, would be proud of vour accomplishiment today. You have
taken the legacy they hestowed, and built upon it—expanded it. And in doing so, vou have

contributed your own vital legacy to future sencrations.

May the God of our fathers always keep the people of this parish under His protectve swatch:
and may He bestow His blessings upon you, whenever you gather in this building to worship in
His Name.

With prayers,

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian

Primate




Beloved Parishioners and Friends of St. Leon Armenian Church:

[t is with great joy and thanksgiving to God that [ write these few lines on the occasion of
the reconsecration of our Church. Indeed the expansion and renovation of our sanctuary,
school and other Church facilities 1s yet another milestone in the history of our Christ-loving

Armenian family.

The expansion of our church facilitics comes as the climax of a long process of development
and spiritual growth that we continue to experience in our community. The Sunday worship-
pers, altar servers, Sunday School students and visitors of our Church will now enjoy the
beautitul space and accommodations, compatible to the activities and growth ot the church

commuinity.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who contributed to the expansion
project. May God almighty keep us firm in our taith. May the Savior grant our community the
strength and determination to continue following His steps and witnessing to His life-gospel.
May the Holy Spirit continuce to pour out divine blessings upon the faithful worshippers here

at St. Leon Armeman Church.

Yours in Christ,

e/

Fr.Vahan Hovhanessian

November 17, 1996



September 26, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone gathered to celebrate the reconsecration of St. Leon Armenian

Church of Fair Lawn.

Your church stands as evidence of the faith and vision of your community. That enduring taith
binds members of a congregation together in fellowship and prayer, and will help to lead all

of you through the struggles and joys of life.

Our country was founded on a great tradition of religious liberty, which helps to unite our
nation of diverse faiths and creeds and gives us common ground for tolerance, healing, and
understanding. This celebration is a reminder of the the ways that God blessings can be

used to fulfull our obligation to help others.

Best wishes for a memorable ceremony.

November 17, 1996

Dear Friends:

Lam delighted to extend warm greetings to everyone gathered for the reconsecration of

St. Leon Armenian Church.

The strength of our society can be clearly seen in the community spirit that brings you together
today. As you mark the opening of your new facilities, you can take pride in your congregation’s
long record of service to the Fair Lawn community. As Governor of the State of New Jersey,

[ offer congratulations to cveryone celebrating this special day, and I salute all who contribute

to the life of your church.

Again, congratulations. Best wishes.
Sincerely yours,

Christine Todd Whioman

Governor




Heviier 15, gk November 17, 1996

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Leon: : I
Congratulations to one and all:

Today we are here to celebrate another milestone > arowth and deve . Cour paris “Is i ) it i ip, aft i j
. \ 4 : : e another milestone in the growth and development of our parish. loday, we celebrate the reconsecration of our chureh edifice, our house of worship, after completing a major
he reconsecration of our Church is indeed a crowning achievement retlect s visi : : ini i fee facili i i 1 17
: : | ndeed a crowning achievement reflecting the vision expansion of the administrative office tacilinies, renovation and restoration of our religious and language classrooms
and commitment of all those who came betore us ‘ou for vour foresi ; sdieati : En i i i i ivi ish i i i
me betore us and to you for vour foresight and dedication and virtually rebuilding the sanctuary with a uniguely Armenian architecture giving our parish in a new identity

in preparmng our parish tor the nexe century. in the community

St-_L“’” has 1.\‘6" blessed, f?‘()m lt\ bt_‘gilming as a simall parish in Paterson to 1ts relocation in 1 is said that our homes are a reflection of our personality. We believe the newly reconsecrated St. Leon Church
Fair Lawn, with hard working, faithful and dedicated parishioners with a common spiritual being now adds a physical dimension reflecting the uniqueness of the Armenian Church tradition and its personality.
Our Church has been given a new face, the Sanctuary and Narthex have been enlarged and - M

the classroons have all been reuovaied. The splendor of our churel will provide us \;’il]] - We chose to work with . large committee to broaden participation and benefit from the diversity of talent and
form from which we can grow in our Christian faith and Armenian heritage. experience i our community. The group worked under the motto of the Committee for Building Faith, Family
N ) _ \ and Future. . to cophasize the fact that while this project is a physical oneits real purpose and emphasis s our
Toall of you who have contributed your time. talent and resources to this project. we thank you. recommitment to our faith and spiritual development; the strengthening of our personal and church fanily:

Let us all hope and pray together that the Holy Spirit who has guided us in the past will and to an optimistic tuture for the next gencration of St Leontams.

continue to lead us in the future. - . . 5 . -
Uhree decades have passed sinee the St. Leon Parishioners and another committee brought St. Leon to Fair Lawn

Sincerely yours, and gave their best with great sacrifice and generosity. The same spirit of support, broad participation, and generosity

ﬂ% o
S. Rex Kachigun

Chairman, Parish Council

of our parishioncers and the community at large i making this projecta reality 15 indeed granfying to s,

In addition to the magnificentarchitectural enhancements, the expansion i seating capacity and the addition ot

1 new Narthexs will accommaodate our mereasing number of chureh attendees The enlargement of the Chancel will
benefit our growing nunmber of young altar servers and “thirs™ The new and unique addition of a“childrens room™
will encourage our voung funilics to be in church without concerns ot disrupting the service and begin the family

experience of our divine liturgy, sacred music, and chanting of psalms and litmies atan carly age.

Our parishioners can righttully be proud of this importanc milestone i the history of the Parish and look to the

future with confidence that the tradition to baild and grow will continue.

We want to tike this opportunity to thank all members of the committee tor giving, gencrowsly ot then time
and talentand tor always making the suceess of the project the highese priority by working in full harmony and

COOPUTIION Ay ith one another.

Weos co cChanmen of the committee i caryving out the wishes ot our parishioners, consider it a privilege

and an honor to be partotsuch an important and historie undertaking.

Smcerely

’ : = i 7
L%Aﬁ;/{/ / ////" 2 /éf'//f////.g_
S.arkis Soultantan Sarkis Gabrellian

Co-Chairman Co=-Charman
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September 30, 1996

The 1995—06 reconstruction of St. Leon Armenian Church is a milestone in our Parish
history. With its modification trom a simple building, the architectural form and the sancruary
character has been transformed to a more traditional Armenian Church 30 vears after the

onginal construction.

Expansion of the worship arca with apses to cither side has created a cruciform plan and added
substantial volume to interior space. The apses and increased floor area at the entry of the
sanctuary allow tor new pews accommodating approximately 84 new seats. The stracture ot the
apses has also raised the root hnes m che center ot the sanctuary and provides for the mounting
of a 20 foot wide 12 sided dome rising 45 teet above the pews, Windows in each face of the
dome tlood the sanctuary with natural light never seen in the center of the worship area.
Additional gracetul arched and circular windows have been added to compliment existing

stained glass,

The Narthex addition accommodates a Larger Parish Council oo, a children’s room, an
clevator, and mereased arca tor parishioners to prepare tor ther entry into the sanc .
The Narthex also 1s crowned with a small dome alowing for substantial light to enter. 1he
three exterior walls of the Narthex are tastetully penetrated by Lirge arched topped windows
New 8 toot high mahogany exterior doors are mounted at the entrance below the orignal

stained glass entry window A new chancel rail. chandelier, and candle niches adorn the ineerior

The exterior of the entire church has been completely reconstructed i new brick precast
stone, metal and stucco materials. The color combinations, materials, shape and proportions
evoke the appearance of churches mn Armenia constructed over 1200 vears ago. Claretul
architectural articulation ot the additions and the ortginal building Tas resalted ioan mreerated
design which belies the Church butldings modest beginnings, New Armenian crosses sitatop

cach dome.

Due to a major sas explosion i the lower level of the Church building, the Sunday School
fcility has been remodeled and expanded as part ot the overall building cttort. New walls,
ceilings, doors.and flooring prepare the classroom fetlity for many vears to come as the heart
of our cducation programs. Unseen bue vitally important, ave new energy efticient boitler and
Air-conditioning systems. Additionally, all bathrooms have been gutted and rebuilt. Two of

the rooms now contain baby changing stations for the growing population of young tamilies.

/\lllll)ll;j"l k't)l]L‘L‘i\'L‘d mn lUHN. progress on tllc Pruln)\m{ C.\}\.]n\’inn pl'({]k‘k't WS \l]\lwnd(‘d

tor sometime due to the carthquake in Armenia. Reconstruction then took place over one
year commencing in the tall of 1995 and was completed with o minimu of disruption o
Parish L] he sanctuary and aceess to e was maintained throughout construction. In true
St Leon Fashion, all parishioners participated in this uplitung ctlort throueh therr hard work,
paticnce,and quiet belicFm constant betterment ot their Parish and ulomarely m the

Glory ot God.

I homas V. Ashbahian

Architect/Engineer

Camstinetienn photss by Alvee Parseshion




N

AR

Clontributors



2 I [ § |A’,-1A
Roorse et P szh font” THotne 8 € ol Ashhatiisn Cilens & NMopgarct Apuan [untly & Fricods o Flagon & Sirargd A 3\\“1\130\\'.L"igknu‘:zt\
I, Cldugane 8 Torey §ubavign Josepd & Jaokae Basialin Riuchard & i inda Clalg g Mrhor FL Banacbhin Niw Fosph S Eaay Beiosra
Sarkis & Siem Cabeelln Sorb & Ruath Bedevin Paul & Rose Tachigion Hagop Atanan Ruabere & Sen Bowdoughnn Outdoor Railings
Charles & Checee Thaaganr Creare & Helen Boshlag Barry & Andies Falenan Edward Bacikim ot Raaleesin O spranian Ralph Marchione
Sakis & Fikoulr Seatkannin Arthar & Lynn Beslonn Jeabert & Jove e ok g Famtaly & Frietwds of Towm Bagakem Stenduin Censen
Ao & Lust Capanyan NoRes & Asttie Rac g Svihvia Pasl s Cinstopiien Bedesin Mz D bbake Gramte Steps
Richand & Ches Dabagan Errol & Nina Karthash Ldwand & Bubar Boghosue et & Rose Dilan Avie Lecowarer
Zoaven & Arline Dadekian Nothet & Suzanne Kasabns Fanule & Friends of John € hovachbarman Flerence Gulkasin
Novbu & Anita Jessourim Janes & Sandia ! crne Vv Tore Chatluyan Dropphac & oa Pradedion Paving Stones
Ceoreae Rachajum, i Cieorte. foseph & Tra Moaoosing Fannie & Froonds or Loda Chuasgon Uiy Ielidum Mr & Mis. Haig Gamarekian
i deol & Tmcke Mantshan Aram & Helen N oman Fraie o Mo DeDuonene Aovets & e Lo
Rose, Grege & Nrpie, fonathan Napar e Junes & Fonerald Nootis John & Rose Damgnn Shoudhni n Virseni lonchaub cns Design & Fabrication of Crosses
Paul Pinapan Arthur & Kuherme Olintloan Charles & Sonn Doudoukpan Pea & Sona Manuelao, Allen Devrishian
Fhe Rvmos Fanrhy Creorge, Tind e & ko Puoonagm Ve D Plowrd e A Moot
Carvpe Shakoam Norabet Stonan Fraon S BalvooHlovsopnm Afapiiine & A MasunwTis Mulch
Lines & C oy i Soeyum [l & Mgt Jerrliin Auw PNt Jay Lerreina
David & Coal Soultatina., Sehouls & St frssonia Divapuies & Roase Moabbuminm
Flelen Larzian Vicken & kathleen Josoun Allag. Levswosesiivan
Fanuly & Froends of TOchod Tormasan Coabricl & Fabelle Koavelon Woslter & Arpte Virkiseaan
Jacques & Pl Tossanmon Dhay i & Ain Raspanngg Vit Ar sl Vastewi b
Berouin \anibedim M el & N Koopariinm
IheYedibdom 1ol Falpt & Koo Khuachuatinnds Moo
Ve & Ard Nl
[ aise B
Vil & Aaadved i
P b & Sate e Tontagisead
Kok & Mo Oy e,
Vishonr o Rt Ohnan i
Rubore S Tasds Olatsu
Jan & Baloy Rosind
Vitnen & Broont Stadnonae
Promas o Ly e
Do Db
ot [anpenan
Fabward & oo tonwnan
P Tancro
Johu & Berte Nanskinn
ATkred & AgnesVioska
- Guabed & FoaoYaziduan

fohn & BUasd oy dbagna




Nave Dome Cross — & o e

Jont Najarian Rose, Gregg & Arpie, Jonathan Najarian

Movses, Hermina, Garbis Devrishian Allen Devrishian Family

Nave Dome —— — —— e

George & Emelin Dabagian, Khoren & Shooshan Barmakian E. George & Lucy Dabagian

Nave Dome Windows &
our Parents Rick & Chris Dabagian

our Parents Richard & Linda Galgano

Andrew John Halejian Barry & Andrea Halejian

Sarkis Ishkanian & Krikor Margossian Robert & Joyce Ishkanian

Zaven Marootian George, Joseph & Ira Marootian

our Parents Aram & Helen Mazoujian

Milran & Victoria Noovigian , Hagop & Anahid Ketigian James & Emerald Noorigian
Carnig & Azniv Shakarjian Carnig Shakarjian

Garabed & Armenouhi Seultanian 1David & Gail Soultanian

Jack Tarzian Helen Tarzian

Levon Tossounian & Chevont Bezidjian Jacques & Eliz Tossounian
Garabet Yedibalian The Yedibalian Family

Nave Doors

Heripsic, Anna & Karl Mantashian Hydook & Tineke Mantashian

Main Entrance Doors S

Crarabed & Armenouhi Soultanian Sarkis & Takouhy Soultanian

In memory of. .. In honor of. . .

Church photos by Alyce Parseghian

Narthex

Hermine &1 ahe Buchakian Robert Buchakian

Narthex Dome Cross

Boghos & Elizabeth Hachigian Paul & Rose Hachigian

Narthex Dome

deceased mentbers of Dadekian & Boyajian funilics Zaven & Arline adcekian

Narthex Dome Windows

Arthur Haig Burnchian Abel Fanily & Friends

Shamina Afarian Hagop Afarian

brother Levon Bajakian Edward Bajakian

Dy Hagop & Araxie Jessourtan Sebouh & Seta Jessourian

deccased members of Kaprelian & Hadjinfian familics Gabriel & Isabelle Kaprelian
deceased members of Kiljian & Toudjian families Vahe & Arda Kiljian
parents Pailak & Nevarr Ralph & Knarig Khatchadurian Meyer
Khatcher Olanessian Koko & Marta Ohanessian

Beloved Ones James & Carolyn Soojian

Andrew Tilhian 1ovie Tilbian

Farsen Torosian Edward & Rose Torosian

Bedros Yilanjian: John & BlandaYilanjan

Narthex Chandelier

our Parents Nabet & Suzanne Kasabian

Narthex Windows

Our Floly Martyrs, To the Glory of God Sarkis & Ruth Bedevian
Dy Hagop & Elizabeth Beslilian George & Helen Beshlian
Caro Claparyan Avedis & Lusi Caparyan

Robert Budhiakion Tynn Beylerian & Paul Pinajian

Rymos Family "The Rymos Listate

Valwam Lagjabedian Berjouhi Varjabedian



Stained Glass Panels
John Chagachbanian Family & Friends
Alice Chekernian Muhibian John & Rose Donigian

Mirjan Kirian Rose Kirtan

Anthony Timgrian EdnaTungrian

North Apse with Candle Niche - — b3 -
daughter Arline Ardem Gabrellian Sarkis & Siran Gabrellian

North Apse Windows —

parents Souren & Ardemn Serabian, Gabriel & Ardzvike Gabrellian
Sarkis & Siran Gabrellian

North Apse Pews (8) ~-———— - - ——--- .

Sarkis & Siran Gabrellian Sarkis & Siran Gabrellian

North Apse Round Window
Shahan Karakash Errol & Nina Karakash

Rear Pews

Levon Bajakian Family & Friends

Khatclig Bedevian Sylvia Bedevian, Paul & Christopher

deceased members of Dabbakian & Hourdajian families Ara & Dawn Hourdajian

Sfather Harry Tarzian Dennis & Linda Tarzian

Sunday School Nursery

Sunday School Superintendents & Sraff Leon & Barbara Hovsepian

Children’s Room

Ajamian & Kachigian fanilies Glenn & Margaret Ajumian

Sanctuary Chandelier

Dr. Hagop & Araxic Jessourian Noubar & Anita Jessourian

Chancel Railing

George, Linda & Kim Paroonagian George, Linda & Kim Paroonagian

Chimes

Richard Tomasian Family & Friends

Balcony Windows
our Parents Thomas & Carol Ashbahian

Stmon & Lousaper Kachajian George Kachagian Sr.

South Apse with Candle Niche

Charles & Crace Pinajian Charles & Grace Pinajian

South Apse Windows
parents Nishan & Mina Pinajian & brother George Pinajian Charles & Grace Pinajian

mother Sirvart Simonyan Karabet Simonyan

South Apse Pews (5)

Kapriel & Marinos Krikorian, Garabed & Miviam Kachigian S. Rex & Anne Kachigian

South Apse Round Window
grandparents Nazarcth & Siranoosh Boyajian Ara & Lorig Chorluyan,

David & Ani Kasparian, Michael & Nancy Kasparian



Committee for Building Faith*Family*Future

President

Very Rev.Viahan } Hovhanessian

Honorary Chairman

E. George Dabagian

Co-Chairpersons
Sarkis Gabrellian

Sarkis Soultanian

Parish Council Chairman
S.Rex Kachigian

Secretary
Arda Kiljian
Barbara Royland

Co-Treasurers
Garabed Yazidjian

Jacques Tossounian

Fund Raising & Memorial
Sarkis Bedevian
Noubar Jessourian

Charles Pinajian

Construction
Sarkis Gabrellian
Zaven Dadekian

Interior Design
Rose Najarian

Public Relations
[y Beylerian
Alyee Parseghian

Lisa Vartabedian

Legal

Joseph Basralian

Architect/Engineer
ThomasV. Ashbaluan

Back Row (from lefi to right): Thomas Ashbahian, Garabed Yazidjian, Charles Pinajian, S. Rex Kachigian,
Noubar Jessourian, Sarkis Bedevian, Jacques Tossountan; Front Row (from left to right): Barbara Royland, Rose Najarian,

Sarkis Gabrellian, Fr.Vahan, E. George Dabagian, Sarkis Soultanian, Lynn Beylerian, Arda Kiljian

Missing from phoro: Joseph Basralian, Zaven Dadekian, Alyce Parseghian, Lisa Vartabedian

Bacek row (left ro right): Andrea Flalejian, Suzanne Kasab, Janct Ashbahian, Barbara Royland, Nancy Scicchitano,
Lucy Dabagian, Linda Galgano, Rick Dabagian; Fronf roie flft to right): Anne Kachigian, Margarct Ajamian, Fr. Vahan,

Lynn Beylerian, Grace Pinajian

M

John Vaniskhian, Robert Ishkanioan

st fron ploto: Mary Ann Bonjouklian, Arpic Gennetan Najarian, Gregg Najartan, Dawn Hourdajian,

Co-Chairpersons
Margaret Ajamian

Lynn Beylerian

Reservations
Anne Kachigian

Grace Pinajian

Publicity
Dawn Hourdajian

JohnVaniskhian

Program
Lucy Dabagian

Booklet

Janet Ashbahian

Andrea Halejian

Suzanne Kasabian

Arpie Gennetian Najarian
Advisor: Rick Dabagian

Booklet Fundraising
Linda Galgano
Gregg Najarian

Secretary

Nancy Scicchitano

Treasurer

Robert Ishkanian

Cocktail Reception
Mary Ann Bonjouklian
Barbara Royland
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LIFE IN GOD'S SERVICE

“So then, my brothers, because of God's great micicy to us I appeal to
you: Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to lis
service and pleasing to hini. This is the true worship that you should
offer. Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, bt
let God transforn you fimwardly by a complete change of your mind.
Then you will be able ro know the will of God—ivhat is good

and is pleasing to hini and is perfect.”

“And because of God's gracious gift to me I say to every one of you:
Do not think of yourself more highly than you should. Instead, be
modest in your thinking, and judge yourself according to the amount
of faith that God had given to you. VW have many parts in the

one body, and all these parts have different functions. It the sanie way,
though we are many, we are onie body in nuion with Christ, and we
are all joined to cach other as different parts of one body. So we are

to use our different gifts in accordance with the grace that CGod has
given us. If our gift is o speak God's message, we should do it accord-
ing to the faith that we have; if it is to serve, we should serve; ifit is

to teach, we should teach; if it is 10 enconrage others | we should do so.
Whocver shares with others should do it gencronsly; whocever has
authority should work hard; whocver shows kindness to others should

“

do it cheerfully.

Romans 12:1-8



Delegates 1996 Chairpersons
Thomas Ashbahian . 1941-1947 Sahag Avedisian
Rose Najarian 1948 Ohaness Bejian

Sarkis Soultanian 1949 Mihran Noorigian

1950—1953 Zaven Marootian

1954—1956 Albert Mardirossian
“How excellent is thy loving kindness, O God! Therefore the “To be shepherds of the flock that God gave you and to take 1957 Zaven Maroonan
d . b . . ST - g 8- hn Nakashi
childven of men put thetr trust under the shadows of thy wings. care of it willingly, as God wants you to and not unwillingly. gty
O continue thy loving kindness unto them that know thee; and Do your work, not for mere pay, but from a real desire 1965 Paul Hachigian
thy righteousness to the upright in heart,” fo serve. Do not try to rule over those who have been put 1966 James Boyajian

1960—1964 Andrew Tilbian

Diocesan Delegates

i1 your care, but be examples to the flock.” 1967 Paul Hachigian
Psalm 36: 7 & 10 1968-1069 Alfred A Voskian

1 Peter 5:2 1970 Charles Pinajian
1971—1972 Zaven Dadekian
1973 Jon Najarian

1974 S. Rex Kachigian

1975 E. George Dabagian
1976 Jon Najarian

1977 Martin Kapoian
1978—1980 Charles Pinajian
198 1—1983 Sarkis Soultanian
1984 Arthur Ohnikian

1985 John Nakashian

1986 Mirjan Kirian
1987-1988 Arthur Ohnikian
198g—1990 Charles Pinajian
199 1-1992 Dr, Knarig Khatchadurian Meyer

19yz—-present S Rex Kachigian

Left to vight: Thomas Ashbahian, Sarkis Soultanian, Fr.Vahan, Rose Najarian Baek rour (left to right): Gregory Ashbahian. Leo Manuelian, Gabriel Kaprelian, Arthur Ohnikian, Glenn Ajamian,
Rick Dabagian, Ara Hourdajian; Front row (left to right): Barbara Boghosian, S. Rex Kachigian, Fr.Vahan,
Allan Tossoonian, Lynda Chagachbanian

[UNoD) ystied



Deacons, Subdeacons & Altar Servers

Deacons Choir Directors
Charles Pinajian 1929—1934 Sisak Sargavak Nalbandian
Sarkis Soultanian 1yay—1g941 Lsther Avedision

19.42—1943 Margaret Tilhian

Subdeacons 1y 3—iugs babel Pabian
Jason Capizzi 194 8=11350 Esther Avedistn
Haig Hovsepian “(,’;17, [/[(’/]' to all ny [J”)/)/(' (',J['}')I”l/[(']'(‘ and make them ny "4 (/ll)’ Is l’l’l][lllll(\r when 'l)('l)[-‘/(' H'l.// .\'I.Il.l\’. Crive thanks 1o the 1gsn-1ysy Lillun Kasparin
i disciples:baptize them (o the name of the father, the son, and Lord! Call for lini 1o help you'1ell all the nations wlhat he lias 19353=197% Luvy Dabagian
Nubar Kasaryan T : i 1 oy i ;i - Ty 78 present George Parovnagron
- . the holy spivit, and teach them o obey cveryihing I have donel Tell them howe grear he is! Sing 1o the Tord because of the
Patrick Kaprelian Ll .
Garo Moumdjian commanded you. And Loill bewith you always 1o the e greal things he’s done! tell them how: grear he is. Organists

(1/-1111" JdJC, o ‘ oy ] tgay=1ygt Lsther Avedisian

. X . i 1 4 Swa

Altar Servers (Tbirs) SHalt 1204,5 g 2=t 5 Margaret Tilhian
Michael Burdiman Matthew 28 19,20 tggs tds Isabel Pabun
Gregory (T:xpizzi* 194 8=1130 Esther Avedisian
Kirk l"lourdnji.)n* 19su-11953 Lillian Kasparian

o « y
Hratch “Tke™ Kasaryan 1ws3=1y78 Luey Dabagin

- i
Dyiran Jebedjian 1979 Lucille Varpan

8o prosent Svard Galstian

Choir Chairpersons
16y 1971 Charles Fivguan
1ySy- oo Berd) Feredjim
1oy i=1gn2 Leon Dourgarian

1y - prosent Gearge Parovitigian

Bk rowe feft ra vigho: Divan Jebedjon, Kok Plaoardagun g Hovsepon, Patock Kaprelun, Nubar Kasanvan, fason \ Bk vonre dlet m viedo: Lvnn Beylernn Vahe Kilpan, Joha Demirdjian, lvan Kapriehan Allan Tassaani. Calel

Capizzr, Gregory Caprzz, Elraweh " The™ Kasaryan: Faont o tleft e viphisi: Sarkas Soultnn, Er Mdan, Charles Pegian, ' Kaprelian, Sarkis Kapeehan, by Bargamian: Second poue tlep ool Tlorence Crolkasta, Doy Houwrdagran, [Rose
18 . e M - 1 i # R i [ .

Grorge Proomgian Ko Fmerald Noorgian, Luey Dabagun, Alce Nogasn, Blda ¥ilagen. Satemg Laugheads B s flefs tooight):

Cieorge Parociagian, Sackis Soulton, TrVahan, € Tarles Povague, Sirvand Calstum
Missiug from pharo: Arnien Jestalvan, Gaoro Moamdiom, Michael Bordian

Mieing froon phone: Sandy € ol Dawn Donotio, Eonda Caleano Vocan |l sepru Avm & Telen Mazaun,

Shake MeMahan

* Ordained 1o the rank ol Subdeacon tday

s



Sunday School

Superintendents
1949—1953 Leo Bakalian/Bette Noorigian
1954—1957 Leo Bakalian/

Ann Dishian Pace
1958—1960 Bette Noorigian
1960—1966 Yeretzgin R osc Hallajian
1967—1971 Yeretzgin R ose Hallajian/

Ann Dishian Pace/Elsic Bedrosian
1972 Yeretzgin Rose Hallajian/

Ann Dishian Pace/George Marootian
1973 Leon Hojegian/Ara Kapooshian
1974 Leon & Rosalie Hojegian
1975—1977 Sarkis Bedevian
1978—1979 Leon & Rosalic Hojegian
1980—19871 Berdjouhi Feredjian/

Barbara Hovsepian
198 1—1982 Barbara Hovsepian
1983—1984 Berdjouhi Feredjian
1985 Barbara Hovsepian/

Berdjouhi Feredjian
1986 NDonna Siroonian/

Berdjouhi Feredjian
1987—198%9 Linda Parconagian
1989—19yt Barbara Hovsepian
1991 Yeretzgin Sivarpi Ajvazian
1992 Linda Galgano/Linda Paroonagian
1993 Linda Paroonagian

19y4—present Araxie Moumdjian

St. L ean first Church Sunday Sehool
was begun under the guidance of
Bishop Shnork Kaloustian,

then pastor ot St.Leon Church.

I'he firse session was held on
Sunday mormng, May 1, 194y,
with a teachmg staft of two. Seven
children atended. By 1905, the
Sunday Schoal had grown to 86

children with a teaching staff ol za

Today, our Sunday School stands

at 123 with 2y dedicated teachers.

“Teach me, Lord, what you want me to do, and I will obey you
faithfully; teach me to scrve you with complete devotion.”

Psalm 86:11

Sty School Studeats

Superintendent: Araxic Moumdjian

Teachers: Adrena Avazian, Anahita Arakelian, Thomas Ashbabinan, Pamcla Bedrock, Mary Ann Bonjuklian, Linda Caparyan,
Andrea Cardin, Lorig Chorluyan, Hagop Cilingirian, Andrea ©lLilejian, Joyee Ishkanian, Suzanne Kasabian,
Mary Ann Kinoian, Grace Moroukian, Marta Ohanessian, Berdjouhi Parseghian, Dorcen Rusenian, Anita Sarkissians,

Patricia Toolanggian, Kva Yazidjian

Substitutes: Betty Ajamitan, Carole Andreasian, Janet Ashbahian, Rosemary Bedrosian, Barbara [Hovsepian
Assembly Leaders: Lucy Dabagian, Barbara Hovsepian, Yeretzgin Violer Kasparian

Treasurer: Williaim McMahon

Parish Couneil Liaison: Gregory Ashbahian

Principals
beginning t930
Manooshag Tellalian
Nevart Bakalian Hajian
Mr. A Hovasapian
Bishop Shnork Kaloustian
“For this very reason do your best to add goodness to your Vartanoush Paboojian
faith; to your goodness add knowledge.” Yeretzgin Jelalian
1958= 1972 Rev. Carnig Hallajian
2 Peter 1 -5 1973—1975 Vahram Varjabedian
1975—1985 Hermine Menakian
1985—1989 Verkin Marashian
1989—199t Hagop & Sirarpi Aram
1991—19y2 Hermine Menakian
1992=1993 Verkin Marashian/
Hermine Menakian
1993—199§ Verkin Marashian
1995—present V. Rev. Fr.Vahan

Hovhanessian (acting principal)

Superintendents

1958=1972 Rev. Carnig I lallajian

Chairpersons
1973—1975 Martin Kapotan
1976—198s Raose Najarian

1986 -present Mary Ann Mozian

The hisst parvish Armenian School

was founded 1934,

Classes were held from 4 to 0 pim,

3 tes oweek Tuition was s1o

Front row (left 1o right): Christopher Yedibalian, Jeremy Badach, Mark Messerian, Philep Messerian; Second row

fleft 1o right): Taline Royland, Masis Parseghian, Levon Kafafian, Arda Katafian, Ari Kartalyan, Albert Flalatchian,
Fe.Vahans Third rowe fleft 1o right): Jaklin Ekmekjian, Sarah Badach, Lucine Kinoian, Ara Ekmekjian, Matthew Formang

Fourth row (loft 1o right): Nora Roubuan, Zvart Rubian, Aylin Kartalyan, Taline Yedibalian, Ani Sarkissians, 1 larout

Sabaggian; Fiftly rowe (Ieft 1o right): Arda Jesraly, Irina Zargarian, Lena Jinivizian, Jennifer Bedrosian, Silva Jinivizian;
Top vour lefi 1o right): Susan Clark, Mary Aon Mozian Jenia Kazanjian, Isabelle Kaprelian
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Women’s Guild

Chairladies

1928 Manoosh Soghomonian

1929 Yeranig Dermanjian

1930 Zarouhie Najimian

1931 Makrouhi Dishian

193 3 Vartouhi Marootian

1934 Azniv Ajernian

1935 Anna Der Boghosian

1936 Haiganoush Pooshijian

1941 Hannah Shahinian

1942 Nevart Sahatjian

1943 Mary Tilbian

1944 Elizabeth Hachigian

194§ Dikranouhi Nakashian

1946—1947 Makrouhi Dishian

1948—194y Elsie Vahanian

t950—195 1 Dikranouhi Nakashian

1952~1953 MaryVartanesian

1954—1955 Sara Vahanian

1956—1957 Esther Avedisian

1958—1959 MaryVartanesian

1960—1961 Esther Avedisian

1962-1963 Alice Yazmajian

1964—1066 Lucy Dabagian

1967—1968 Davie Tilbian

196y—1970 Florence Gulkasian

1971-1972 Agnes Vosktan

14y73—1974 Varsen Torosian

1975—1976 Berjouhi Varjabedian

19779—1978 Siran Gabrellian

1978 BerjouhiVarjabedian

1979—1980 Florence Grunstra

198 1=1y82 Olga Chongoushiun

1983 Florence Grunstra

1984 Edna Tungrian/Tlorence Grunstra

1985 Edna Tungrian

1986 Katherine Ohnikian/Helen 1Ly

1987 Helen Haig

1988 Barbara Hovsepian

1980~1yyo | lelen Mazoujian

1991—1992 Linda Powers

1993—19y4 Carol Ashbahian/
Eliz Tossounian

19y s—present Carol Ashbahian

“Be strong, be courageous, all you that lope in the Lord.”

Psalm 31:24

Back row (left 1o right): Dovie Tilbiny, Adrena Atazian, Barbara Hovsepian, Shake McMahon, Blanda Yilanjian, Artemis

JesralyVivian Hovsepian, Lucy Chagachbanian, Mary Ann Kinotan, ITrma Altunyan, Sosie Derian, Shoushanik
Kouchoukians; Middle vow (left to right): Plorenee Gulkasian, Begjouhi Varjabedian, Carol Soojian, Vartir Arakelian, Arpic
Vartanesian, Margaret Ajunian, Grace Pinajian, Janct Ashbahian Varsenig Kouchoukians, Eliz Tossountan; Frout rowe (Iefi
toright): Stran Gabrellian, Arax Der Boghosian, Donna Siroonian, Lidna Tungrian, Mary Dabbakian, Anne Kachigian,
Lucy Dabagian, Veronea Asdoorian, Alice Shabazian, Lucy Baroutjian, Knarig Khatchadourian-Meyer, Rose Kirtan,
Suzmne Kasabian, Emimy Noorigian; Scated (left to right): Andrea | lalejian, Carol Ashbahian, Linda Galgano, I'r.Vahan,
Flarriet Markarian, Barbara Royland, Katherine Ohnikian

“He was successful, because everything he did for the temple in
or in observance of the law, le did in a spivit of complete loyalty

and devotion to lis God.”

2 Chronicles 31:21

Back row (left 1o right): Jacques Tossounian, Gregory Ashbahian, Jonathan Der Boghostn, Allan Tossoonian, Vahe Kiljian,

Garabed Yazidjian, Charles Pinajian, Arthur Ohnikian, S, Rex Kachigian, Jolin Nakashian, Antoine Moumdjian,
Joseph Basralian, Benjamin Zargarian, Denmis Tarzian, Gabriel Kaprelian: Middle row {Ieft 10 right): Sarkis Soultanian,
John Demirdjian; Seared (leff to right): Gregory Parsegrhian, Thomas Ashbahian, Noubar Jessourian, George Kundakji,
Sebouh Jussourian, Glenn Ajamian, John Yilanjian

Men’s Club Chairpersons
1966 Alfred A Voskian

1967 E. George Dabagian

1968 John Jerrahian

1969 S.Theodore Takvorian
dissolved 1970

Chairpersons

198 1~1982 Arthur Ohnikian
199 1—1992 Berdj Feredjian
1993—1994 Barry Halejian

1995~ present Ara Hourdajian

drgsmor[ag s, UdA



1tizens

Senior C

Chairpersons

1975 JohnVezirian

1976 Charles Takvorian

1979 George Donigian
1980~1981 Haroutune Boyadjian
1984—1990 Manuk Capan
1991-1993 Hagop Dellakian

1994—present George Shahinian

“Son, don’t forget what I teach you. Always remember what I tell
you to do. My teaching will give you a long and prosperous life.”

Proverbs 3:1,2

First row (seated Ieft to right): Archalous Takvorian, Pina Perinjian, Lucy Bedrostan, |Haig Tellian, Fr.Vahan, Zarouhic

Hujinlian, Nevare Gulamerian, Shushan Kandanian, Keghezig Halbartan; Second rone (standing left to right): 1 elen
Avedisian, Vicky Vezirian, Helen Mazoujian, Joe Bedrosian, Daisy Chaderjian, Archalous Varjabedian, Gulnara
Khatchaturian, Vartiter Arakelian,Vartuhi Kapitanian, Mary Tekirian, Arcknaz Sarajian, Arax Berberian, Rose ' Tashjian,
Armenubi Tashpian: Third row (standigg lefi 1o rvight): Lillian Doramajian, Vartan Jerahian, Mark Chookazian, Mis:

Aprimian, Harry Manoogian, Jack Mozian, Shavash Torosian, Aram Mazoujian, Aram Bashian, Rence Shahinian,
Dorothy Kazanjian, George Shabinian; Last row (standing left to right): 1icran Chalian, Joe Sepetjian, Larry Chukoian,
Paul Kahaunyian, Marty Sarkisian, Charles Savajian: Standing rear (left to vight): Ara Martaian, Berge Brooke

“Whatever you do work at it with all your heart as though
you were working for the Lord and not for man.”

Colossians 3:23,24

Back row (lefi 1o right): Patricia Tronmumelen, Minas Arakelian; Fraut rowe (Ieft to vight): Alice Yazmajian,
Fr.Vahan, Mary Ann Mozian

St. Leon Staff
Minas Arakelian
Mary Ann Mozian

Pat Trommelen

Community Center Management
Anne & S. Rex Kachigian

John Voskian

Andrew Boyajian

Barbara Boghosian

Grace Pinajian

Alice Yazmajian
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ACYOA

“Dao not let anyone look down on you because you are young,
but be an example for the believers in your speech, your conduct,

”

your love, faith, and purity.

1 Timothy 4:12

Juniors

Back row (left to right): Michael Burdman, Dara Hourdajian, Kirk Hourdajian,Victoria Hortian, Taline Kundakji;
Second row (left to right): Valerie Hortian, Michelle Yazidjian, Kim Paroonagian,Vanessa Hortian;

Front row (Ieft to right): Rooxanne Tashjian, Lori Hovsepian, Fr.Vahan, Doreen Rusenian, Andrea Scicchitano

Seniors

Back row (Ieft to right): Anthony Giannuzzi, Edmond Arakelian, Benjamin Zargarian, Lynda Chagachbanian;

Middle row (left to right): Sylva Tossounian, Carole Andreasian, Nadine Aljian, Jonathan Najarian, Anahita Arakelian;

Front row (left to right): Adrian Giannuzzi, Allan Tossoonian, Fr.Vahan, Lisa Vartabedian, Stephen Kaprelian

Juniors Chairpersons
1965 George Marootian
1966 Nita DePalma
1967 Rebecca Bakalian
1968 Bill Amerkanian
196y Rebecca Bakalian
1970—71 Bill Tfank
1973 Mark Gabrellian
1975 Allison Kapoian
1976 Richard Karamian
1979 Margie Kachigian
1980 Lynda Chagachbanian
1981 Peter Bedevian
1983 Armen Varjabedian
1984—1985 Edward Kalpagian
1986 Leslie Boghosian
1988 Karin Yilanjian
1989 Sylva Tossounian
1990 Dionne Shegerian
1991 Jon Hovsepian/Harout Moumdjian
1992 Talin Sepetjian
1993 Joy Hovsepian
1994 Jason Capizzi
1995 Haig Hovsepian

1996 Andrea Scicchitano/Vanessa Hortian

Seniors Chairpersons
1989 Lynda Chagachbanian
199o Nadine Aljian
1991—-19y2 Raffi Jessourian
1994 Patd Toofangjian /
Patrick Kaprelian/Ted Takvorian, Jr.
1995 Patti Toofangjian
1996 Vartan Nazarian/Lisa Vartabedian




Basketball

Coaches Junior Boys
1969—1970 Jack Tarzian/
Harold Sargisoff
1971—1973 Jack Tarzian
1977-1983 Wayne Rallo
1984—1985 Raffi Jessourian
1986—1989 Paul Kapoian/
Gary Soultanian
1990—-1993 Steven Chagachbanian/
George Kachajian, Jr.
1994 Steven Chagiachbanian
1995—present George Kachajian, Jr.

Coaches Senior Boys
1978—1982 Charles Boyajian
1982—1983 Richard Tomasian
1984—198s Robert Ohnikian
1985—1986 Vicken Jessourian
1986—1987 George Kachajian, Jr./
Richard Ohnikian
1987—1988 David Kasparian
1088—1990 George Kachajian, Jr.
1990—1993 Paul Kapoian/
Gary Soultanian

1994-present George Kachajian, Jr.

Coaches Girls

1979-1982 Robert Ohnikian

1983—1988 George Kachajian, Jr.

1989-1990 Lisa Ekmekjian/
Taline Jessourian

1990—1991 Talin Hovsepian/
Taline Jessourian

1991=1992 Talin Hovsepian/
George Kachajian, Jr.

1992—present George Kachajian, Jr.

“Surely your know that many runners take part in a race, but only one of them wins the prize.

Run, then, in such a way as to win the prize. Every athlete in training submits to strict disci-
-4 2 ) «

pline, in ovder to be crowned with a wreath that will not last; but we do it for one thar will last

Sforever. That is why I run straight for the finish line; that is why I am like a boxer who does not

waste his punches. I harden niy body with blows and bring it under complete control to keep
myself from being disqualified after having called others to the contest.”

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

Back row (from left to right): George Kachajian, Jr., Coach; Second row (left to right): Taleen Aiazian, Arda Jesraly,

Nayirie Kuyumyjian, Stephanie Nevruzian, Taline Kundakji, Kim Paroonagian, Michelle Yazidjian. Lori Hovsepian,
Linda Caparyan, Doreen Rusenian, Rick Dabagian, Parish Council Liatson; Front row (left to right): Adam Scicchitano,
John Demirdjian, Armen Aiazian, Nubar Kasaryan, Fr.Vahan, Kirk Hourdajian, Dara Hourdajian, Hagop Kuyunyian,
Joseph Hovsepian




Ladies Aid Society 1934 1936-1938

Reverend Father Hovhannes
Kavookjian (pastor)

| | o |

September 1928 1932

April 1934
Ladies Aid (now Women'’s Purchased Paterson church Armenian School established
Guild) established

Paterson church 1933

Mrt. & Mrs. Club

“I was nine when I met my closest friend on the first day of Sunday
School. We later shared memorable days in Armenian School, ACYOA,

at our weddings, and recently as godmother to ny son. A lifetime friendship

at St. Leon.” (Age 38)

1939-1941
Archbishop Mampre Calfayan
(pastor)

19411947

Reverend FatherVahan
Jelalian (pastor)

October 1941

Consccration of St. Leon
Armenian Church, Paterson

Moses Hachigian, Srpazan Caltayan, Haroutune Nakashian

1948
ACYOA established




“It was so fun last year because
we had a Christmas pagaent and

I was happy.” (Age 7)

1948—-1951

V. Rev. Fr. Shnork Kaloustian
later to become the Patriarch of
Constantinople (pastor)

1953—1954

V. Rev. Fr. Mampre Calfayan
later to become Primate of the
Diocese of the Armenian church

1951-1952

Reverend Father Arten
Aslyjian (pastor) (pastor)

May 1949
Sunday School established

c Lk 4

Patriarch Shnork Kaloustian

Reminiscence of my Pastorate at St. Leon Chucl i South Paterson

That hot summer of 1951 I spent many cvening hours at St. Leon
assisted at the organ by Yeretzgin Mary to train altar servers in several
areas: Charles Pinajian, Jack Hachigian, Mike Matosian as Cantors;
Bared Dabaghian as Censor, Sarkis Jamgochian as Sacristan. These
young men learned what they needed to learn, served with dedication,
reached the level of ordination of diaconal ranks, and set good personal

examples to the futiure generations of St. Leon'’s altay servers,

Reverenad Fr.Avten Ashjian

Parish Council

1955—1957
Reverend FatherVartan
Der Assadourian (pastor)

L -

July 1960

1958-1972

Father Carnig Hallajian
ordained at St. Leon,
Paterson,NJ

1

Reeverend Father Carnig
Hallajian (pastor)

Februrary 1958

Original property contract
signed for future home of
St. Leon Church

(thanks to the foresight of the
Nakashian family)

Sunday School teachers

Sunday School June 1957

I consider myself very fortunate for having had the opportunity to
serve St. Leon Churcl which, in iy opinion, is one of the most ideal

parishes in our Diocese.

The almost fifteen years (from 1958-1972) that I served in this parish,
both in Paterson and Fair Lawn, were probably the best pastoral years
of my life. From the time that the late Primate Archbishop Mampre
Calfayan assigned me as Deacon in Charyge, Iwas accepted by the

older generation as their son and by the young people as one of then.

In 1960, I was married to Yeretzgin Rose and during the same month
was ordained into the priesthood in the old church by the late Primate
Avrchbishop Sionr Manoogian. This was a new beginning for me as
the Pastor and the parishioners together to show our deep love and
rotal dedication to our church, which eventually enabled us to make

the courageous move from Paterson to Fair Lawn.

Since 1965, this small parish of Paterson turned into a dynamic
community in Fair Lawn. Under the leadership of several dedicated

pastors and lay leaders much has been achieved since then.

Lam truly proud to have been a part of the history and success of
St. Leon Church.

With prayers,
Rew. Fr. Carnig Hallajian



“My fond memory of St. Leon
is meeting new people, and making
friends with some of the kids ny

age in the Armenian community.”
(Age 12)

First Sunday School Graduation Class 1962

September 1963
Ground-Blessing of Fair Lawn
site by Archbishop Sion
Manoogian, Primate

Blessing of Foundation Stones 1965

T i [ e et

April 1965 September 1965 January 1966
Blessing of Foundation Stoncs Consecration of St. Leon Men's Club organized
by Archbishop Sion Manoogian,  Armenian Church, Fair Lawn
Primace by Archbishop Sion Manoogian,
Primate

Consecration 1965

Men's Club 1981

| P

November 1969

Boys basketball team organized

Senior Boys Basketball Team 1981

J

19721975

Reverend Father Arten Ashjian
(pastor)

19751985

Reverend Father Parce Metjian
(pastor)

January 1972

Ordination of Deacons &
Acolytes by Archbishop Torkom
Manoogian, Primate

Long held aspivation, 1o reconstriet yourr house of worship has become
a reality, Tudeed it is a cause of great celebration which you firtingly
deserve 1Te are happy to be with you!

St Leon, as a congreeation, invokes nany foud nieories 11 labored
together for ten years for the Glary of God. As such, many friendships
wwere forsied whicl we cherish to this day.

May the Good Lord keep you under is wings and niay you enter

the sanctuary to enjoy His presence for years to conie.

With Best 1Wishes, Der Paree &Yeretzgin Angel Metjian



“I remember our Sunday School Assemblies with Yeretzgin Rose Hallajian,

who always taught our lessons with great enthusiasm and love. Many of us will

never forget her pointer on the chalkboard, teaching us not to confuse the words
kez and ken in our offering hymn!Well. . . I never do! And whenever I hear
the hymmn, I reimember our beloved Yeretzgin Rose with such great respect. ”

(Age 40)

—

February 1975
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Ordination 1984

“I like the songs” (Age 71.2)

1985-92

Reverend Father Arshen
Aitvazian (pastor)

May 1984 1984

82nd Diocesan Assembly hosted Burning of Mortgage of
by St. Leon

Community Center

[ congratulate you all on your newest accomplishment. The archivectural
culancement of the sanctiary and the expansion of the facilities is a
drean come true for the entive commmity. T upgrading the design of
the chuscl you have made i a true reflection of vaditional Alrmenian
charely arcliitectire and your have taken the necessary steps to meet the
expanding needs of your parish. Lane sure all this was accomplished
throneh the hard work of many individuals and great sacrifices by the
eatire parish. lud now, the moment of celebration has arrived. You

can rightfully feel proud. Rejoice and savor the moment. I owever, do
not let this celebration be the end of the process of building the Cluelr,
Foras much luard wrork as it took to build and rebuild the physical
structure {tis harder sull wo build the spivienal structure of the Chureh.
Thie task of building the clueli has reached its conclusion. Now st
begin the task of being the Chireh, The lessor of our past and the

legacy of our ancestors is not just to eveet edifices that we can boast

Fall 1984

Ordination of Deacons and
seven acolytes & Blessing of
Veils of six girls by Archbishop
Torkom Manoogian, Primate

soth Anniversary of St. Leon
Parish

about. As vightful and descrving the glory of this moment is, it is also
temporary and transicut. e novelty of a new edifice will soon wear
out. The enthusiasm gencrated by this accomplishment will fade aiay,
Ulnless cverything that this day represents is offered hack to God in
Tunailivy of heart and i action i the life of the commity, bound
together i love and reaching out 10 others in compassion and generosi-

tyall will be in vain. The call of our present and the challenge of the

futwre is to constantly rebuild and renew ourselves as living temples of

God, to satisly our thirst and hunger with the life-gtving waier and the
heavenly bread that is our Lovd Jesus Clvist limself and to regenerare

our souls with the indwelling and inspivation of the Holy Spirit.
To that end you are always in wy prayers.

Fr. Arshen Aivazian

Septentber 8, 1990

Armenian School 1995
1993—present

Very Reverend FatherVahan
Hovhanessian (pastor)

December 1990

25th Anniversary of the
Construction & Consecration of’
St. Leon Church, Fair Lawn

|
19O T

Men'’s Fellowship reorganized

September 1991

Total parish Christian
Education and Family Worship
Divine Liturgy began

“When we think about St. Leon,
we think about praying, about God
and Jesus, and we feel loved” (Age 6)



Men’s Club May 1993

September 1994

June 1993

Deacons’ Training Program
established

July 1994

Six subdeacons and five thirs
ordained by Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian, Primate

March 1994

Elevation of FatherVahan

Hovhanessian to the rank of

Vartabed

March 1995

St. Leon Women'’s Guild hosted
“Women's Saints Day”

“I was a young college student in September 1965. My college friends were
amazed that I chose to pass up the big Princeton-Rutgers football weekend in

order to come home to witness and participate in the consecration of my beloved
St. Leon Church.’Io me, there was no question as to which event was more

meaningful.” (Age 49)

FatherVahan introducing the St. Leon website to the Primate

Installation of Internet Services at S.L.1.C.

|

September 1995

National ACYOA Sports
Weekend hosted by St Leon

Elevation of FatherVahan March 194

December 1995

St. Leon Information Center
established

November 1995

I e

June 1990

College Connection Network
established

August 1996

St. Leon [nternet Services and
Website established




Fr.Vahan with His Holiness Karekin I in his ofhice in Holy Etchmiadzin

Food Festival 1993
September 1995

October 1996 November 1996 November 1996

Eight Choir members, two Altar St. Leon reconsecration by Four subdeacons ordained by
servers and three St. Nersess Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Archbishop Khajag Barsamian,
Seminarians ordained to the Primate Primate

rank of Thir by Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian, Primate

Blessing of the Grapes for the Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary
1996

Altar Servers' trip to Montreal June 1996 Tbir Ordination October 1996

“Another Sunday Morning, I say to myself. ‘It’s time to go, my parents call.

We get into the car and we’re off. We reach our destination-church. I sigh, as 1
pull the heavy door open and smell the incense and the aroma of candles. When
I look at the windows I see the beautiful stained glass windows with famous
saints on each one. An array of colors appear as the sun shines through the
windows. It lights up the entire church. We hear the vested priest talking on the
red draped altar. The golden colored altar looks like a mini church with golden
crosses and candles on it. It holds the picture of Jesus in Mary’s arms. The choir’s
angelic voices loudly fill the church. The voices echo. It’s beautiful. This is the
petfect place to be on a dreary Sunday morning. I go to a wooden pew and see
people meditating and praying. All of a sudden the organ starts playing again,

I realize that church is almost over. It will soon be time to socialize with friends.’
(Age 12)
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In Loving Memory of George Shahinian
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Mrs. S. Shahinian Semonian

Nerissa & Kirby Smith

Violet Stamboulian

Helen Tarzian

Patricia N. Trommelen

Valley National Bank

Walter & Arpice Vartanesian

Mr. & Mrs. John Voskian

In Memory of Leon Yazmajian—
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We wish we could have included the
namnes and pictures of all who were
responsible for the growth of St. Leon,
but lack of pictorial documentation and
space prohibited recognition of every

member of our parish, past and present.

Any inadvertent omission of a name
or photograph does not lessen the
invaluable contributions made by these
individuals over the years. We thank
you for your understanding in this
difficult task.

The legacy of these hardworking
parishioners will continue through
their children and grandchildren who
now work for the progress of our
beloved church and the strengthening

of our Chiristian faith.

The Booklet Committee



It has been said that one generation travels on the achievements
of another. We offer humble prayers on the day of this celebration
that these historic and glorious years will inspire everyone. May
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit remain with the St. Leon family

and continue to illuminate the path that i1ts posterity will travel.

From the History of St. Leon by Ruth Bedevian




PROGRAM

St Leon Armenian Churelr Reconsecration Banquet

November 17, 1900



PROGRAM

St. Leon Armenian Church Reconsecration Banquet

November 17, 1996



INTRODUCTION
Margaret Ajamian

Co-Chairperson, Banquet Committee
PROCESSIONAL .

AMERICAN & ARMENIAN NATIONAL ANTHEMS
St. Leon Armenian Church Choir
George Paroonagian, Choir Director

Lucy Dabagian, Accompanist

WELCOME
Lynn Beylerian

Co-Chairperson, Banquet Committee

MASTER OF CEREMONIIES
Sarkis Soultanian

Co-Chairman, Building Committee

INVOCATION
His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian

Primate, Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America

TOAST
E. George Dabagian

Honorary Chairman, Building Committee

DINNER

REMARKS
S. Rex Kachigian

Chairman, Parish Council, St. Leon Armenian Church

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
Sarita Melkon, Flutist

Ivy Adrian, Accompanist

ADDRESS
The Reverend Father Carnig Hallajian

Former Pastor, St. Leon Armenian Church

MESSAGE
The Very Reverend Lather Vahan Hovhanessian

Pastor, St. Leon Armenian Church

ADDRESS & BENEDICTION

His Eminence Archibishop Khajag Barsantian

Primate, Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America



