
November 18, 1986 

The Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian, Pastor 
St. John Armenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

Dear Fr. Paren: 

Serpazan Hayr asked me to send you the enclosed 
sample for the ordination of acolytes prepared by the 
St. Mesrob Armenian Church of Racine, Wisconsin. 

We are also sending to you, under separate cover, 
15 copies of the publication "Acolyte's Training" 
prepared by the Very Rev. Fr. Hai~azoun Melkonian. 

Enclosure 

Respectfully, 

Sylvia Terzibashian 
Secretary to the Primate 
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OKLJINAUUN Ut' AUJLY lt~- .. 

Bv THE Mosr REVEREND ARcHBisHoP ToRKOM MANooGIAN~ 
OFFICIANT~ / _ . .. .... '. 

ASSISTED BY 
REVEREND fATHER 6ARABED KoCHAKIAN 

During ··this eyening! o~i~~ion cer:-emonies, the Prima~ 
will confer the four minor clerical orders~ Tbir in 

·· Annenian, upon: 
·.·. Mark Bagdasarian 

Kra 1 g Kri kori an 
Francis Merzigian 
Darrin Megridichi•n 
Gary Pogharian 

For the past year these young boys have studied all 
essential subjects in order to qualify for ordination. 

·During this time, th~y have begun serving at the altar 
and have been performing all duties and responsibilities 
of an acolyte. Hereafter, each of these boys will 

.carry the official title of "TBIR" by virtue of their 
ordinat1on. 

THE CEREMONY 
A&teJL the. B.Uhop maku e.ntJtanee. to the. clau.'tdt, l1e.' 

.Aha.U .6top a.t the. doolt o& the. nave and the cla",ill 
· 4ha.U 4-ing the. 4luvtagan ~ .the. Holy TJUtn6Wolt6, 
.St. Sa.hag and St. Muii.Db - "Vo.\& Z4/l.tall.etz.iu". 

The bishop prays that God remove from them 
all taint of sin and he likewise asks that 

': they be .. blessed with the heavenly gifts of 
the Holy.Spirit. 

Now the B.Uhop cuU o6& 4ome. hMJt 61t0m e.ac.h boy' 4 
head a . .the. .6hape.-·o-r& CJr.O.U. He. then p~Lue.•J-U 
~em with 4 blwom. · 

With this broom he authorizes them to sweep the 
house of the Lord and to cleanse His temple at 
all times. 

DOORKEEPER 
Now .tht. Bi6hop c.on&e..u ~ ~ olf.dM, .thAt o0 
"Dooltke.e.pM". He. ptaeu the. ke.y to .the Chwc.eh .in 
~eil&. h4nct6 ••• h.e. P'I4Y4. • • . ' . ' ' . . - ' 

. . \: ·~~ .. 
•ae wathcful and always pray when you open or 
c 1 ose the doors of the church11 

,. · · · · • · 

READER 
The. Bi6hop and 46pilzan.U now p!WUed to the UlltM 
o6 the. cJwiLc.h. ~ the. clw.ilr. ~4 

The .6ec.ond a.nd th.iJul oJUlw aJc.e c.on0eMed upon tho4 
p.'C.Uentt.d to the. B.Uhop. ' 

F.i114t, the Book Ot Epi6tlu .i4 plte6~ 
a.nd the. 8Uhop fJIUl.¥4 ••• 

•rake these books and be relaters of God's word, 
instructing yourselves in them ••• 
This dignity implies duti~$ which you Art boynd 
to fulfill". · .; . -_.' · ,. :, , 

' . ~ . . . ' . '. . 

. . . ; • ' . . :· ,·· { 5: ~ • ~. : ' 
EXORC~-!,~: · . . . · ~ ·'·'..t .. . .:. ~ ~ . . :, . 

Then· ~e. Boo& o6 1Ut&uzl4: "1444hdo4" .U P"t.4e.ntid an. 
. & &Uhop piUJ.y-6. • • . 

. : ',. ·• 
.... l.nuw give you authority to place your hand$' 

upon the afflicted and cause them to became 
whole of body, m1nd and soul by mean$· of gr-.ce 

· which you abundantly give'\. . ;:;. ~ .. ~ 
Choir .. sings 

!. , ...... ·.."·'1.~~7 --~ -!£. '\ ~ ACOLYTE 
. F.iwJU.y they p1t0c.eell tD th c.haned JuJU. a.nd ~e. 

the. 6oUI&.th oJUlvc. -'4 sJ(an.tell ~ t4~ and the ~hop 
p1r,ll.y4 • • • ' ~ ' . .. 
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· Tllu & CAUU .W fiuen ••• 

·~ 

• 

~ •take th1s cruet 1n order to pour the wine 1n 
'tht chalice for the Blood of Ch1rst.· 

;* * * 

fiU.th tiW.I. tiLt ~n comu to cr. clo4e. The. 
"TIWJu." ha.ue. bec.o~~~t.: 

1 • Doorkeeper 

2. Reader 

3. Exorcist 

4. Acolyte 

CONSECRATION OF ALTAR.ICONS 

His E•dnence, w111 now proceed to the main altar 
where he will anno1nt with Holy rt.aron ·(oil) the 
Icon of the Mother of God and the Icon of the 
Crucifixion. It 1s the canonical teaching of 
the Armenian Church that images used as part of 
worship must be consecrated with Holy Oil. 

The. pt~A1..6h o' & Cltwu!h o' OWl Sav.ioW£ .U. 
g44titude. O"eJ&4 .th.e.iJL tJaanlu, aga.i.n t.o .the. 
doM~U and aJ£t.i.l.:t 60JL .theilc. 9eneJtOU6 aet4 0' 
love. alld ~. 
The Mother of God and Christ-donated by 

Berjooht Zakarian 
The Crucifixion-donated by 

Mr. & Mrs. Ha1g Arakelian 

ARTIST • BRYAN DAVAGIAN 

, .. 

.. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1980 


