February 23, 1984

The Reverend Father Halk Donikian
Assigtant Pastor, St. John Armenian Church
22001 Nerthwestern Highway

Southlfield, Michigan 48075

Dear Father Haik:

This will refer to the letter cf Mrs. Joseph Hovanesian dated February
11, a copy of which was sent to you.

Enclosed is the "Ararat Medal" which we ask you fo kindly present it
to her son, John Hovanesian.

It is regrettable that your correspondence about the medal did not
reach the Diocese and consequently this matter was unnecessarily delayed.

Thank you for your help and best regards.

Respectrlully,

Michael M. Kermian
Director



February 22, 1984

Mrs. Joseph Julieann Hovanesisz
34550 Freedon Road
farmington Hills, Michnigan 48024

Dear Mrs. Hovanesian:

Thank you for your letter of February 11. It is regrettavle that
the correspendence gsent ¢ us by Rev. father Haik Donikian scme
tine age did not reach the Diccese, and consequently the Ararat
medal for your son was not delivered.

Please ncte that instructicns have been given to send the Aprarat
medal to Father Haik Donikian who will get in touch with you as
socn as he receives 1t.

Qur apologies for the 1nadvertent delay in getting the medal
Lo your scn.

Sincerely

Michael . Kermian
Director



34550 Freedem Read
Farmingten Hills, MI 43024
February 11, 1984

Yeur Exeellency, Arckbishep Terkem Maneeglan
Primate of the Armenian Church ef Nerth America and Canada
New York, New Yoxrk 10016

Your Excellencys

Yeu will recall Rev, Fr, Halk Denikian wrete yeu and speke to you and
even intreduced te you, vwhen yeu were in Detreit, my sen, John Hovanesian,
whe is a 17 year eld Axmenian Eagle Sceut in the Bey Sceuts ef America,
whe earned the Ararat medal three years age and still has net recelved the
mnedal]l It is a great plty I thimk, fer he was mest intexrested in earning
the medal when he preudly read about it in the Bey Scouts of America
handbeok years age, and he wrote to the Diecese himself for instructiens
on how to ebtaim it. He has been raised a faithful member of the Arasnian
Church. We have enceuraged him te love his heritage as well as our
Christian falth.eeesobut, te tell yeu the truth, I am dresdfully embarrassed
at the fact that the Church I've taught my children te lewe and loek up to
a3 the preserver e¢f our people has disillusiened us fer so long on this
matter. He 1s even smbarrassed ameng his Ameriean Sceut colleagues who
know he has earned the medal and has net received iti!! VWhy does the Dio-
cese promiss this medal to deserving yeuth and fail te deliver it?! I
hepe you understand the inplicatiens of such a disappointment to youth,
and also the shame it trings to parents who try to defend you. This kind
of insensitivity, on behalf of the Diocese, can only lead teo the eventual
less to our Church of sueh quality youthl

I an writing this letter te yeu because soxe of eur minhionors
read in the Armenlan newspaper that, in either the Holy Martyrs Church
in Bayside, Long Island or in 3t., James Chureh in Watertown, Massachusettis,
Axmenian Bey Scouts were recemtly given Ararat Medals, HOW IS IT THEY
mmmmmnmwmmmnwmumumm
WAITING FOR THREE YEARST! Wil you please answer the questien?! Where
did they get the medals? If the Diocese has them, why are you not
glving the medal to Us alse? If the Diesese dees net have the ncda.la. where
did the other Church get the medala?

I weuld expect the decent courtesy of yeur reply. Awaiting a nete
from you, I remain

Respectfully yeurs, P

(Mrs. Joseph) ’
Jullieann Heovanesian

P, 3. You will bhe iaterested te know, my son tells me he learned  more
from his study in the effort to earn the medal than he has learned
about our Chureh in all the years he has attended Church Scheool
put together (since he was three years old)., Incidentally he ia
& very intellectually gified bey.

¢¢.+ Rev. Fr. Halk Donikian
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§Slocum family and served as -
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sSOh. " E 4
f=-John's ca.reer objectives
e to ‘complete his .college |
Ipreparatory -studies in high '

oyearsago ahd has lived all
life in -~his present
eighborhood - in' “downtown _
farmington. - He attended
ngacre elementary school.
er Junior high school,”
d he has just completed his
homore year -at ‘Farm-
‘ n high school, where he
inaintains a3.75 grade point
g vemge o
' Mark has pa.rtlclpated in
Frompetitive athletics with the
;Farmlngton ‘Hockey *Assn.’
b-and the Farmington ' Boccer:
- Assn., being selected team
‘captain and named to various
F’All Star Teams over ‘the
years. He has participated in .

along with being. an -avid
golfer and is 8 member of the -
Fa.rm!ngton high golf team.

= Mark has been s scout for
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e -baritone in both junior
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16 Year-()ld Maglclan .
| Performs for Adults & Ch,lldren

On Oct. 22, 16-year-old

John Hovanesian, who bills .
himself as “John the Magi-

cian,” performed a special

complimentary magic show.

for a Halloween Party to

benefit UNICEF at the Faith .

Community United Presbyter-

ian Church in Novi, Mich. The -
. 'Halloween theme magic pro-

gram included a feature which
he does upon speciai reguest

“and_at special occasions —

some Gospel Magic — where-
by he illustrates and remfor—

- ices Gospel messages wuth

.Amazing Jonn

magic effects For John who

“has performed magic profes-'
‘sionally since he was 12 years -
old it. was a return perform-

ance at the Church by popular

- request. )
- John’s captivating, stimula-

ting approach to his audience
won him an outstandlng a-

ward -at Colon, Michigan, the
“Magic Capital of the World,”
in a special contest for chil-.

dren's performers in Novem-

,‘} Chrisuan ‘Magicians, John is

““one-half hour.

.ber 1982, in competltlon with
-magicians of all ages and ' ‘
.from many states. John uses .
."live doves and a rabbit in his
~..act and has a good time with |
. ;his audience, presenting ama-
v»zing feats of magic - that are |

usually followed by a balloon
*sculpture program. -,
-+A member of the Intema-
tional Brotherhood of . Magi-
.clans. and the Fellowship of

-also a teacher of magic to
elementar,y-age children in the
‘Novi Schools Community
Educatlon “after school” pro-
“'gram. ‘A teacher of ~magic
since he was 13 years old, he
“likes to build upon young
childrens imagination. He
‘himself became interested in
‘magic at the age of 6, when he
_received a magic set handed-

_.down from . his . brother,
. Charles. )

‘Most recently, John’s pro-
* fessional magic business fea-
tures the addition of a “close-

“up” magic performmg style in_
- which he delights audiences

asa table hopper; he does this
for ‘adult and family audiences

|n restaurants and at-dinner

th Magic . e events He has been develop-
-the ian - g *

ing his stage performances for
many years and...works _at

occasions of all kinds_and, (g_[

“all ages. At blrthday parties,
" he usually performs for aud-
“iences of children, but somef

times does shows for adu 'S

“only. At birthdays he _gives
_fmaglc trick and balloon favors
“to "all the guests, and his’

programs usually la

‘At Farmmgton Hrugh School.l

s

anquets, soclal and "holiday

November, 1983

John is an “all A” student in

the academically gifted pro-
gram of the 11ith grade, a
member of the student coun-
cil, a class officer, and mem-
ber of the National "Honor

Society. He is an Eagle Scoin“ :

in Troop 179 in Farmington

and, as Chaplain of his Troop,

performs Gospel magic at
Sunday Church services on

campouts. He is an »acolyte,

ka Church School student, and

amember of St. John’s Arme-
nian Church in Southfield,
Mich. He is the son of Prof.
and Mrs. Joseph Hovanesian
of Farmington.



I talked to Father Donikian regarding the
attached.

He said that he has a copy of the letter
and called the writer to say that such a
letter could not be sent to the Archbishop,
etc.

He said that the boy deserves the medal::
and that he was writing to that effect
to us.

Meanwhile I will send the Ararat medal
to Father donikian so that he may
give it to the boy.



