SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK ' -
"~ WESTCHESTER COUNTY COURTHOTUSE
111 GROVE STREET Mﬂ"?
WHITE PLaINs, X.Y 10601 » 1{;\15
" HAMBERS GF

VINCENT GURAHIAN f
JursTicE March ]. 1983 ﬁ

Mr. Frank Avakian Stoneson

Executive Director

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
630 Second Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Dear Mr. Stoneson:

Your letter of February 22, 1983, requests an interpretation
of Article 60 of the By-laws of the Eastern Diocese in relation
to the role of the Primate and of the Diocesan Council when a
Parish wishes to communicate an appeal to His Holiness.

Article 60 does not deal with that problem. Rather, it
provides that '""Relations between the Diocesan Assembly and His
Holiness...shall be maintained through the Primate and the

~Diocesan Council shall be informed thereof.'" (Emphasis added).

However, a review of the By-laws makes it quite clear that
when a Parish wishes to communicate with His Holiness on
Church business it must do so through the Primate who, by
Article 80 of the By-laws, specifically is designated as the
representative of His Holiness.

Articles 14M and 15G of the By-laws provide that Annual
Parish Assemblies and Special Parish Assemblies shall submit to
the Primate and to the Diocesan Council, for approval, a report
on all decisions and resolutions.

An appeal to His Holiness, regarding Church business, can
occur only through a decision or resolution of an Annual or Special
Parish Assemblv and, thus, must be forwarded to the Primate for

_._approval.. 1f such approval is forthcoming the Primate, as
representative of His Holiness, then would forward the resolution
for consideration by His Holiness. However, if both the Primate
and the Diocesan Council do not approve the decision of the Parish
Assembly, then that decision or resolution by the Assembly would
be a nullity leaving nothing for consideration by His Holiness.

T

I have directed my attention to actions by Parish Assemblies,
as distinguished from Parish Councils, simply because the Councils'
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December 14, 1982

His Eminence,

Archbishop Torkom Manocogian

Primate and President of Diocesan Council
Diocese of the Armenian Church
- 630 Second Ave. .

New York, N. Y. 10016

Your Eminence:

We have received your letter of November 10, 1982 and discussed
its content with the Parish Council.

At the time of the Special Parish Assembly of St. John's held
on June 22, 1982, we were convinced without any doubt, whatsoever,
that sending our appeal directly to His Holiness, Catholicos
Vasken I in no way violated the integrity of the By-Laws of our
Diocese, the Primate, or the Diocesan Council, as reflected in the
minutes of the Special Parish Assembly which I had sent to Your
Eminence earlier. The basis of this conviction was simply the fact
that the Diocesan Assembly had made its decision, and our resolution
was a mere appeal to His Holiness on behalf of a particular parish,
again, as reflected in the same minutes.

Since Your Eminence and the Diocesan Council have interpreted
Article 60 of the Diocesan By-lLaws to be all inclusive, and since
you are the body authorized to interpret the Diocesan By-Laws, we
accept and concur with your interpretation of Article 60, and we
regret our misunderstanding and action.

At this time, may we raise an important question regarding a
possible ramification of Article 60; namely, if and when a parish
wishes to communicate an appeal to His Holiress, the Catholicos,
how do the Primate and the Diocesan Council perceive their role in
transferring such an appeal to His Holiness?

Again, we regret our misunderstanding and action.

Respe tfu}ly, 'ad;” !
T Vore PuadiKae
Father Paren Avedikian

Pastor and President
PA/1la
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November 10, 1982

The Very Reverend Father Paren Avedikian
President of the Parish Council-

Pastor, St. John Armenian Church

22001 Northwestern Highway

Soutkield, Michigan 48075

Dear Father Paren:

We have received the letter from the St. John Parish dated Septem-
ber 3, 1982 and have since advised the Diocesan Council of its content.

As it was decided at the Diocesan Council Meeting on September 17,
1982 we are obliged to reprimand the St. John Parish Council for the
illegality of their action in communicating UHrectly with His Holiness
Catholicos Vazken I, and later submitting the decision of the Special
Parish Assembly held on June 22nd 1982 to the Primate and the Diocesan
Council for their 1nformation

We wish to remind you that the action taken by the St. John Parish
was in violation of article 60 of the Diocesan bylaws which states that
the Diocesan Assembly communicates with His Holiness through the Primate;
how much more so, this becomes binding for any parish assembly, parish
council or parish priest, who are subject to the Diocesan Assembly.

In order to leave no room for misunderstanding, we expect your
Parish Council to state in writing addressed to the Primate and the
President of the Diocesan Council that they agree with the Diocesan
Council's interpretation of the article 60 of the Diocesan Bylaws.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Torkom'Manooqian
Primate



UE. 8NLZUGLEY UUPSHY ZUS. bubLESh
UcTUSN3L ShErN3eh

St. John's Aemenian Chureh

OF GREATER DETROIT'

REV. FR. HAIK DONIKIAN VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEDIKIAN VERY REV. FR, PAPKEN ANOUSHIAN

ASSISTANT PASTOR PASTOR STUDENT PRIEST

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 569-3405 * SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075

September 3, 1982

His Eminence,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian :
Primate and President of the Diocesan Council .
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, N. Y. 10016

Your Eminence:

This is in response to your letter of August 9, 1982 regarding
the decisions of the Special Parish Assembly of St. John's Armenian
Church which had convened on June 22, 1982. You had requested that
your letter be read at the Parish Council Meeting. On Tuesday,
August 24, at the 17th session of St. John's Parish Council, we
complied with your request.

You had also requested that if we had any further explanations,
to provide them to you. The Parish Council considered this particular
request at the aforementioned meeting, and felt that all explanations
regarding the action of St. John's Parish were already provided in
the minutes of the June 22 Special Parish Assembly which we had
forwarded to Your Eminence on July 20. Any further information would
be a lengthy repetition of the explanations given to our parishioners
during the course of the Assembly.

I hope that this letter answers the questions raised by Your
Eminence in your letter of August 9. Wishing Your Eminence success
in your endeavors, we remain,

Yours reSpectfully,

%/ W// O PoJuw M‘k&M %

Arthur Mardigian Father Paren Avedikian Souren A
Chairman Pastor Secretary

PA/la
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y 10016 212 686-0710

ARCHBISHOP TORKCOM MANOOGIAN, PRIMATE

Phr 27899
Oqnuwnu 9, 1982
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July 20, 1982

ﬁ?ec,ﬂ}u§ .27?/j12

His Eminence,

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate
Diocese of the Armenian Church

630 Second Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10016

Your Eminence:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the minutes of the
Special Parish Assembly of St. John's Armenian Church convened
on Tuesday, June 22, 1982, and a copy of an appeal to His Holiness,
along with my cover letter attached to the appeal. I am also
enclosing a copy of the invitation to the Special Parish Assembly
along with the agenda and the package of other relevant material
which accompanied the invitation to the parishioners.

v/ As is obvious from the minutes, all of the included material
is being sent to you for your information.

Respectfully,

ﬁpm &&A‘kﬁ»—

Father Paren Avedikian
Pastor

PA/la

Enc.
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. ST, JOHN'S ARMENIAN;CHU§CH OF GREATER DETROIT
SPECIAL PARISH ASSEMBLY : . 303

Tuesday, June 22, 1982

The Special Parish Aesembly began at 7:55 p.m. with the Invocation offered
by Fr, Paren Avedikian, ’ '

Mr. Arthur S. Mardigian, Parish Council Chairman, read Article 17 of the
Bylaws of the Armenian Church, There were 232 members present., The meeting
was declared to be a proper meeting according to the Bylaws.

The first item on the agenda was the Guidelines approved by the Diocesan
"Assembly. Mr. Mardigian stated that some background regarding development
dating back to October, 1979 was negessary, and proceeded to review each attachment
that accompanied the Parish Assembly invitation.

Mr. Mafdigian referred to the letter dated September 16, 1980. Item
No. 3, in particular, maintains that the agreement made between Etchmiadzin and
Antelias is being declared null ‘and void. : : -

) With regard to the communication dated December 16, 1980, Mr. Mardigian
referred to the two fundamental principles that His Holiness Vasken I stated
must be acknowledged by the Great House of Cilicia.

Mr Mardigian capsulized the letter dated February 28, 1981, from Antelias
to Holy ‘Etchmiadzin stating that the two points which were agreed upon in 1979
must be reconsidered.

Dr. Gary Zamanhigian p01nted out that the letter appears to show a change
1n attitude from the October, 1979 meeting.

~Fr. Haik Donikian was asked tonread the letter of November 23, 1981, from
Holy Etchmiadzin to Antelias, in Armenian.

There being no questions regarding any of the attachments summarized by
Mr. Mardigian, the Guidelines were then read by Harry Terzian,

Mr. Mardigian then went through each ftem of the Guidelines and answered
all questions from the floor:

I.. Preamble -- There were no questions.

-II.. Structure -- Howard Atesian asked: If the document is strictly affecting
+he jurisdiction of the Diocese, will the clergy who will be coming from the See

of Cilicia recognize the structure and will they recognize Etchmiadzin as the
Holy See? Mr. Mardigian replied that we would have to assume they would.

Simon Javizian asked a hypothetical guestion relative to a clergyman from
our Diocese who is defrocked and now a priest in the Prelacy having full rights
.and privileges. How will that situation be handled in the united Diocese? Fr. Paren
Avedikian answered, as a member of the Unity Committee, that the issue had not been
discussed at the Unity Committee Meetlng.
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. Gary Javizian stated that he wants to see a letter from this parish to
all other parishes telling them what our stand is and the questions which are
brought up regarding these guldellnes.' He asked that someone take notes of
the questions that cannot be answered in the Guidelines and circulate them
throughout the Diocese.

John Bahadurian asked how many people and parishes there are in the Prelacy
versus our Diocese. Fr, Paren Avedikian again answered as a member of the
Unity Committee. The issue was brought up at the Unity Meetings but no numbers
were exchanged. He, further stated that the year 1979 is stipulated in the
vGuidelines as the basis for verifying membership.

Mr. Edward Mardigian was then recognized and commented that everyone would:
like to see. Unity of the Church. He said it is obvious from the letters between _
Etchmiadzin and Antelias, discussed tonight, that our Vehapar has done a tremendous
job in dealing with the Catholicoi of Antelias; yet his efforts have not been
acceptable. to them. He stated that power and position in Antelias appear to be
more important an issue than Unity. He stated that we should not continue :
talking about these Guidelines until our Vehapar comes to some definite agreement.
Mr. Mardigian felt we should advise the Vehapar that we are with him 100 percent
and that we want Unity but only when it is properly done and approved by him.

Item II, 2, a, -- Mr, Arthur S. Mardigian commented on the Seminary of the
See of Cilicia, and stated that here we have recognition and cooperation before s
we have Unity. In fact, throughout the Guidelinés, he feels, the key factor is
recognition and cooperation before Unity.

‘ Item II. 2., b. -~ With regard to the net proceeds from the sale of the
Prelacy Building going to the "Antelias Fund," a question was raised as to why
this money was not going to the Diocese. Fr. Paren Avedikian responded that in
the 1975-76 Gmnidelines, one of the points that was dissimilar between the Diocese
and the Prelacy was this particular issue. The Prelacy was insisting that a
financial commitment be made for Antelias forever, and obviously the Diocesan
Assembly in those two years did not accept that., This was a way, in the new

" Unity Meetings, to resolve that issue. Take one building and sell it and put

it in the name of Antelias so that nowhere is there a commitment made by the
reunified Diocese for Antelias.

Mr. Arthur S. Mardigian further pointed out that the Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America, in its budget, does not have any commitment to Etchmiadzin.
This is the largest Diocese of the Armenian Church, yet the only funds that
Etchmiadzin receives from this Diocese is the voluntary contribution that each
parish makes in the form of Looma. Our parish, the largest in the Diocese,
commits $1,000.00, annually, to Etchmiadzin, -

II. 2. c. -- Gary Zamanigian said that this is the paragraph that makes the
Guidelines unacceptable. Until the Catholicoi ‘of Cilicia recognize the Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of all Armenians, Vasken I, in Holy Etchmiadzin as
Catholicos of all Armenians, we in this Diocese should not accord proper protocol
to anyone from Antelias. This is a precondition, and it must be settled first.

' I
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II. 2. d. -- There were no questions on this item.

II. 2, e. -- A question was raised that if there is Unity, how can there
be an opposite persuasion? Mr, Mardigian explained that this was the very
point raised at the Assembly by one of the clergymen. In our Diocese today,
‘we have clergymen from Antelias, Jerusalem, Etchmiadzin, as well as American-
born clergymen; and all have equal privileges.

'IX. 3., -- Mr. Mardlglan said that this is the way we are operatlng at the
-present time.

"III, l. ‘There were no gquestions.

III, 2. a. -- Mr. Daniel Shahan referred to the third paragraph on the
third page of the letter dated November 23, 1981, from the Vehapar from which
he quoted:’ ' .
"However, if:your See is not yet ready...to accept,...without
bargaining,...the 'above-mentioned basic principles...then, in that
case, subsequent negotiations ‘will have no meaning or aim, and indeed,
they may create new opportunltles for 'Byzantlne disputes and inflame
the CrisiSfeeeo"

Mr. Shahan said that the fact that we are having a meeting now is contrary
to what is stated in this letter. He asked what we are trying to achieve
tonight? Mr. Shahan asked how we can carry on when the two basic principle items
are not yet accepted. .

Armen Hovnanian questioned the implementation of the Unity program that
contains in the preamble the two basic principles that Vehapar said we must
have and the Unity Committee on both sides agrees we must have. The bottom item
_in the implementation gives the veto power to either side, and Vehapar has
already vetoed it. Therefore, why are we going forward? How can the Diocesan
Assembly approve this when that veto has already been cast?

Mr., Mardigian said that these Guidelines.were approved by the Diocesan
Assembly contrary to the Vehapar's letter, Mr. Hovnanian believes that what
the Assembly did is illegal and asked how we can stop it. Mr, Mardigian said
the very purpose of this meeting is to try and stop it if this group votes for
it. He added that the chances are that the official minutes of the Diocesan
Assembly probably will not reach Etchmiadzin until September or October. We
cannot wait until then to let His Holiness know what happened at the Assembly.

‘Nerses Serkaian said he made a motion at the last meeting to send a letter
to the Vehapar. Was a letter sent? Fr. Paren.Avedikian said that motion was
amended to have another meeting to discuss the Guidelines that were approved .
by the 80th Diocesan Assembly and to consider an appeal to His Holiness regarding
the approved Unity Guidelines.



3
v .

i

Sbecial Parish Assembly - June 22, 1982 . ' " Page e

Another question from the floor related to the illegal passing of the
Guidelines by the Diocesan Assembly. If, in fact, the Guidelines have been
passed illegally, we do not need to make any comments, Mr, Mardigian said
that the Unity Guidelines were improperly submitted, but the Assembly chose to
address the issue. That is the prerogative of the Assembly. It was not
illegal.

IIX, .2, a. -—- Mr. Mardigian explained that as of right now, it is
possible to have cooperation in the areas of the Religious and Armenian
Schools of our churches. No questions were asked. :

, Items III., 2. b, through III., 5 were expiained by Mr. Mardigiah; there
were no comments from the floor.

III. 6. -- Mr. Mardigian explalned his concern of this item, With
cooperatlon and recognition first, if the Catholicoi do not approve the Guide-
lines, everything could be declared null and void.

v Anoush Papelian expressed the opinkon that the Guidelines would appear to
be logical and acceptable to anyone not informed of what has happened over the
years. Unfortunately, the majority of those in attendance at the Diocesan
Assembly fall into that category. However, since the Guidelines have been
passed, what are we going to do? .

‘Mary Ann Artinian asked whether the Vehapar has been officially informed
of what trangpired at the Assembly. Mr. Mardigian said that as far as we know
he has not been officially told. She then asked if the Vehapar could rule the
80th Diocesan Assembly null and void. No answer was provided to this question.
Mrs. Artinian asked if the situation is now beyond control. Fr. Paren Avedikian's
answer was there is nothing beyond control in the Guidelines. The only immediate
action is that of cooperation among Religious and Armenian- Schools. He further
added that his understanding as a member of the Unity Committee is that the
intent is not to start cooperation on the parish level but on the Diocesan level
according to the plans developed by the Diocesan Council.

Harry Terzian commented that his problem with the Guidelines is that we
never "dumped" anybody. People walked away, and over the course of the years,
Antelias decided (illegally) that they would accept jurisdiction over Dioceses
over which they did not have jurisdiction. He believes that if Catholicos Khoren
wants to accept the supremacy of Etchmiadzin, we do not need Guidelines. Until
Antelias gives that approval, nothing will happen. The Prelacy here is not
willing to and cannot take action until their Catholicoi approve.

. Mr, Martin Cholakian asked for clarification on the statements made that
the Guidelines were passed illegally at the Diocesan Assembly., He wanted everyone
to understand that they were passed legally. Mr. Mardigian answered that resolu-
tions are to be submitted to the delegates 30 days prior to the Diocesan Assembly,
but apparently the interpretation of the Unity Committee was that it was the
charge of the Diocesan Assembly that they come back directly to the Assembly.

Mr, Cholakian continued that they passed it last year, and as a Standlng Committee
of the Assembly, did did their charge.
~
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Fr. Paren Avedikian disagreed. As a delegate of the Assembly, he does not
see any Standing Committee of the Diocese having the power to directly go to
the Diocesan Assembly. As important an issue as this, should have been first
submitted to the delegates and through the delegates to the respective parishes.
The parishes should have acted on it and given direction to their delegates.

Armen Hovnanian commented that at this late date the Diocese does not
have to offer new allegiance to Vehapar; therefore, that is not really the message
of these Guidelines. Attached to these Guidelines is. an implementation that
takes place before any approval is given. -That is not a message; that is an
action. And that is the intention here. He does not believe anyone would
.argue with the preamble or the Guidelines, but when we get into implementation
of something that has already been vetoed (according to Vehapar's letters), then
why are we beating a dead horse?

At this point Mr. Mardigian read a resolution in English that is proposed
to be sent to His Holiness Vasken I, and Fr. Paren Avedikian read it in
Armenian. (Attachment "A"). Mr, Mardigian said the Assembly can decide what they
want to do with it. .

_ -, Mr, Sarkis Samarian felt that we should not be directing the Vehapar to

do anything. He also suggested that we are taking the wrong route. We should B
direct it to the Primate with a copy to the Vehapar., It appears that we are. 4
going over. the Primate's head.

Fr. Paren Avedikian explained that the Primate and the Diocesan Council
are no longer in a position to. do anything about the decision of the Diocesan g
Assembly. As in this parish, once the parishioners make an official decision, v//
the Pastor and Parish Council must comply with it., Similarly, the Primate and
Diocesan Council cannot retroactively change anything that took place at the
Diocesan Assembly. He added that a copy of this resolution can go to the
Primate if the Assembly wishes, but the only person that can do anything about
it at this point is His Holiness.

At this point the motion passed at the previous Special Parish Assembly
of May 25, 1982 was rescinded. A mbtion was then made and seconded to send ,
the resolution, as presented, to the Vehapar with a copy to the Primate. V/

Mr. Cholakian commented that the resolution does not direct the Vehapar
to do anything but humbly and respectfully beseeches him.

The Suggestion was made that rather than a resolution, our communication
to the Vehapar should be in the form of a letter advising His Holiness of what
took place at the Diocesan Assembly.

‘Fr., Paren Avedikian's response was that that action would be going over the
Primate's head. It is not the prerogative of the parish to advise the Vehapar of
what tock place at the Diocesan Assembly. The Diocesan Assembly business is solely
under the jurisdiction of the Primate and the Diocesan Council. They have the
‘right to inform Vehapar of what took place. Our resolution is simply an option
open to Vehapar. We are not telling him to do what we say or else! 'He has the
option of making whatever decision he wishes. T e
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Mr. Sooren Gozmanian asked if it .is the 1ntentlon to release the
resolutlon to the press°

. Mr. Mardigian responded that this would be sent as a cablegram to the
Vehapar with a copy to the Primate. No other distributions would be made at
this time, according to the motion. ’ :

A vote was then taken and the motlon to send the resolution passed -
224 for and 8 against. '

A motion was made to spend up to $300 to send the cablegram. The motion
was seconded and passed by a vote of-224 to 8.

A motion ‘was made to send a copy of the resolution to all the churches
in our Diocese. The motion was seconded.

Discussion commenced with comments to the effect that the other parishes
already know the stand of the Detroit parish, and that we do not need to
antagonize them by sending copies. Other comments came from parishioners who
felt that holding back this document would make it appear that we are trying
to do something iudnderhanded.

A wote was then taken, and the motion was defeated by a vote of 200 to 10.

-In order to treat this resolution with some confidentiality, a suggestion
was made that all coples be collected and put in a safe place.

Fr. Paren Avedikian-was then called upon to give his closing message,
Fr, Paren expressed his concurrence with the vote taken on the last motion not to
publicize the resolution. " He, too, felt that had we not defeated it, we might have
been 1ooked upon as agitators.

The meeting ended at 10:25 p.m. w1th the benediction given by Fr. Paren
Avedikian,

- \'\ : ‘ P :
EN“\uLw\“ Qg;ﬂjglww

Father Paren Avedikian, Pastor

Arthur S. Mardigian
Chairman, Parish Co 1l

Council

Secretary, P4

e,
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SnLipu 5, 1982

v.U.0.8.8.

Ywqqbtu U. owypwqnyu Qwappupp
be Qufinnhlynu UJbUwjlu Swyng
Uwyp Ufnn U. L9dhudhu

Qwjwunwl
Ub Swipwn Stp

Quywunwbwy g bhbnbginy Udbphluwyh Upbobbwl eadp Jhnifi-
bwly Bwlduwpnidpp, Swdngniwd ppjwpnd np Juuqwéd Ep gnpduwlul
dph9ngubpni; npnug Jhfngur Yp Swiwewp phpugnpdb | Qwjuumwlbug g
bhbnbgueny Udbappluyh Upwgbw| padp™ 1975-pu be 1976-pu juwfnp-
nwpup wyn Jdhfngubipp ubplwjugnig 78-pn br 74-pn Raduluwu Mwwn-
qudwinpwlwy dnnndubpniu, “SNunbgnyg Wbppluyp Jwjuuvwibuyg
bhbnbginy Upwgdwl™® Ynsniwd Juibpwpnenfind Jdp:

Uyn opbpniu dbp dnipp wulbindopty Phpwiwiww Ep Jpnifibwl
gnpownpnefbwl Swdup wnwfuplniwd Jhfngubipni vhwndwdp. unyu
opbpntu pPadwluwy qnyq Muwequdwinpwluwy dnnndubpnicu quwdpp wpnw-
Jujunitbgwe Jdpbiungy dbeny:

Ubdh Swul Yp phpny qnyq GuwPnnhlynuvbpniy ninnbw; 2bp
Unybdpbp 23, 1981 Priwlpp Lwdwyp bru, np Jbpfhpu Spwywpwl -
tbgwr, blwe wpnupwgubint Ybgniwopp dbp éncpipu, np pp down-
pniPbwt JtP Swumwn Ep ppwgnpébyne bhlnbginy ppulwy Jhnif@hiup
Ge ny Pt wunp wpnibuwwlwl (neoncdp: ‘

Swvy Up phpny YuPnnplynuncPbwlt ubplhuwyugnighsubipntu Sbw
1979-h gnlmbdpbppu U. bpdpwoup JtY Gujugniguwéd 2bp Swunh-
ynudp® dbp dnipplu Ynndb punniuncbgue pppbr wdtuty Grgppw o
Uhpngp® Spuq GYtwapt pwnlugbw; 26p wnwpunpni@hiubpp [nidbne,
Udapplyuy h Jap wufwnbw; Gnpupg Shw JhniPhiup ppulwuwgubne
be nupdwubnt dbq pnynpu pngnn pwg Jkppbpp:

Unju Swunhyncdpu jwpnpnnn Sunnpnuqpnefhiip ndwtg Swdwup
pwiwpwp bhwencbhgwe wudbpwyw Sopktl Jpugws Snpwhbne Qujuwunwl -
buyg bhbnbginy Zhiupuwyp Udbphlugh Padp:- Ujn opbpnil Jbp



-02-

dnipp npnobg uywuby, ppnifuy bepulugn Phwug, Sawaipp Ybaipn
wnwfunpnnnefbwu b nuunun wy| wyw Snd  bpuynd Jwnwuliu | nkyp
dhnifipLu:

Swul Uppypny Gw@nnplynuubpnit neqnbwp Vb Supwnnfbwung
vwdwyp Glwe Swuwwabne pnSad pufPugpp Jbp dnifupi, np wpwdw-
nhp (Ep prquplbw| SwdwgnpéwlgniPhiup hppbe dpnifpl punnc-
ubyni: Ubp dnthp wwpuwywt Swinpuwgue pndwinul wplwpSp dtp
Swjwunwbbuw) g bYbnbginy uncppuybnululy funnggp wbpwpn guibpnt
uljgpniupp, npniy Jppngue Jpuyu Yupbgp Ep hpugnpoby ppwlwl
o whwnupn JpniPhiup Ubpplugh Swywunwtbuyg bhbnbgeny dngpl
lltfo:

dpplpu, upe Mppfpu, PpulipPhptPh JEP Ywjugud 80-pn pudw-
Yuwl Qwmqudwenpwluwy d¢nondpu Gupq dp mwppbp Phippdugnffawl
Junbgpu Jbp Swiwmwgbw bbapp b wulpon Ybpynd Vbplujugnigpu
b Swpunncfiwun nhppp:  UTaé gniulnuncfibudp Jp padwlul Muwnqu-
Jwenpulul d¢nondp pp Swewuncfhiup wncwe N Udbapplug p dwjwunwl -
bwjyg bhbnbginy Thugdwu Nenbgnyg > pu: Thp &nippl Swdngnodu
tE np wnnnf st Gunnjgp yhobwy “Ninbgny gt pu bL wh lpuwg Jap
Bhytnbghu Udbppluyp JEP wnwfunpnb| unp pwdwlnidubpni: M-
nbgnyg  p whup pppugnpdt Jbp gquilwgws Spduwlwu JEynif@piup,
wy; Jpuyv whwp wnwpunpnt pwdwubw| bnpupg Sbwn Swdwgnpowlgnifd-
buv. bup Yupdbp PE wyn JpOwhyp Gpbuwy Swjwunwbbwyg Bhbnbgpu
qopwgub | Udappluwyp JEP: o

Udbppliwy b Swjuonwibw) g bhbnbging wyu Pudp Jpwliqudpundpom
yhbuwp t punniup pupqpup npybu wupwdwubp JEY duwup Zwjwumsl -
bwyg Up, CunSwupwluy, Unwpl|wlwyu b Augnupun Unipp bhbnbgunyg,
Snghunp bu Juppwlul popwlncPawlp Ubppbe Uuyp Ufnn Unipp bf-
Jpwoduh e 2bpn UppniPbuwt o qnpdt pun wyud:

ZbubLtwpup,

ShPpnyRh Untpp 8ndSwulbu Uhpwhs bhbntighl, wnwflunpnniwd
Uwyp Ufnn Unipp bfdpwdup b unppu Unipp 06niPhit duqqlbl U.
Udbbw U Quyng Quypuybwphl “ne - swypugnyb Qunppwupppt Swlnby
nitubgud pp whpwpn SwoamwpdncfBUEY, Be poguowngqulnihlU Ynphlu
Uppnifbuun Ghqbpniu™ ppugnpébne Swdup Shdbwluwy JhniPhiup
Swywunwlbuy g bhbnbaging, pnbwpiwpup ne jJupquupnyd bp punpk
ynppl Uppnifbubtn np Spwiubql pPadulul gyunwupuwbwanibbpney
Jbmwdqby Jpn bl Jbpupbpbw) wlby Swbnpynid pwdwbbw) Gnpupg
pninp ywbudvwpnidpbpniy Shw, Jpusbe np fioupn ni gnpépny
[nLdnLhlt  Sngbinp qbpwlwyniPbwly be wy | GpoLwlwu-dup ) wlwl
bunppubpp, hb pwrwpupnifpll ynppu Uppnifbwun. G 4p punpbup
np Jbpnyhotw wnlupncdp duwy h qopne, dhuglie np unpp Uppni-
Pprun Spwiwuqt padwluwy Mwnqudwcnpwluwy ¢nnndpu Jbpuljup Jpu-
pwpwlut wwpmolwlwl dnnnublipniu:

Npnpuluwy whvwdwupnd, Juwdp 2bpn Uppnifbwl  Swowowphd

v



dwnwubipp bt Yuwyp UPnn Unipp bPdpuduh unippbw | quiwlubpp:

Shwljwy dnnny

Ubowgnyu ShfipnyPh
U. 8ny jwuvtu Umehz blhtnbginy

®wnth &. Qp ! H bmhpbwh

Znqbitnp Zndp
b ywpuqus bﬂwab &nqnqh

%/7/4 gt VAL U.Wu;«.r/'}faz

Unipbtl UppuwSwdbul Uplipp U. Twpuplbwl

Unbuwnuyhp Unbuwubmn
Fhwlwl dnanh Shuwljwl dnnndp
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Juqqbty U. bdwjpwqnyt TQwnphupp

br YwPnnhlynu UdbLuwyu 2wyng

Uwyp Ufnn U. bpdpuépu o
Swjwunwl '

4b4w¢wn'8tp,,

radwluy Juwnqudw L npuwlul 80-pn .Swpbyul dén ndpu Lnndk
npnbqpniws CUThniPbwl Nenbgnygp™® pnp JnanL3 Juwnwpugnrg

"~ U. 8ndSwvubu Uhpup; bhhnbginy Spwluwiuubpniv dEp, npybu
wuwmbunid Qbpn UppnifPbwy Japflapu qpud vwdwlubpnlt Tadp
Swul h pypny Gupnnhlynuvbpni be p dJwubwenph 2bp unybd-
pp 21, 1981 Pniwlpp vwdwlpl, npnilu wwaltup 24p wpwno-
UniPbwdp Spwywpulniwsé tp Swy dJwdne | pu JEp 80-pn Quunqu-
dwinpulul ¢nnndbtu wnwp ; ‘

" U. 8nySuwlubu Uhpwmpp blbnbginy dpuwluwiubpne punpuwuphl
pununupbnd Shpwluwt Pnpinipnp Unbuwybunpy o pd uenpwgpndfd-
bwdp Twubwinp Spwlul dnnnd dp Spurppnibguwe bpbpowppPh,
8nicupu 22, 1982-pu: dnnndp Spurbtppu Ygniwd Ehu Swpghpl
‘aw Jowky wnU;niPhLu nLubignn ghLﬁbp, Uuq bpku jbgniny,
npdE ophuwly dp 4p vappulibd wn b wbnbyncPhiu:

Uwuvwenp Shwlut dnnnd bt Jwubwlghgut 282 wunwdubp:
dnnndp Spwckphu Lgniwd upLPbpne wnbpnPbudp dnnndu-
quuubpne Swupgnidubpp t ywewupwtbghup &pwlwlt Pnpincpnh
UnbUwybunt ne bu: Zupg-ywowupwlubpbtu bwp dnnndp fwpfu-
fupe Jbowdwuunifbwdp npnbqpbg npdnid dp, ninnnowd 4bipn,
qnp Lp vapluywgubd Qwybupbu br Ququbpty (bqniubpny:

U. 8ndfububu UThpwhs blbnbginy Spuluwy dnnndp guwind
wunpunupdwe Bt Uhnepbuu Supgpu Ywywlgn Pawdp padpu Unwp- V/
Unpnl no phdwliwy WapSnipnp wybeu dpfudnbnt ppwiwunt -

Bhiup sniupl, Sbubiwpwp Shpwluwy dnnndp wwpowinpn o Plhuwl

wnwpf Yp quul pupqpup dbG5hn Jhpudunthwly wyweplubne:
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Ldbudtp uundudp:

Uwubwinp Spwluly dnondp jwnluybu Wunpbg Sunnpnb 2bqh
Pt hup JuwiwluniPprup sniup prq UppniPbwt pnpinipn
nuw nt 2ap nbb[hgbbanD Ywupl: &Shpwlwy énnndph npdnidp

- umwuw ty bwp BRE npnptp mbewm Pnnniy ni wihwnbub) quyu,

Up Wunpbup DnJDbuq Fniphu wwnwupwibint qumenanﬁbhtb
pnynpndpu wquu qqugbp q2bq: Unju Juwingnifdhiuubpbu
daljuti nd Gpwluwu &nqnqg nupdbw| pupfuwphs dhéwdwulnLPbudp
dbpdbg wnwuply Jdp,  SwupniPbwy vbySwlhwuncf@piup nupdubne
onipphu npdnidp 2bqp, npybuqp zszwaqt Ybihn wqwanﬁhLDg.

' “Yb Swpwn Skp, bﬁt npnptp wulywew fPnnney &nifpphu nhdni-
dp, 4p punpbup vhwebgbp quju &nippu Swiwewpdnipbuwl b
pwpn Luwluly wpmeWJanﬁhng 2tp Uudpu be Uwyp Ufnn U.

e

qunqulnq quyu, duwd h Swdanp Qbth uU. UfnJD
" fpnpwlul wliwswugnd®

- Bud T oy Uiy

Quntyu &. Ypn. Urbuwppbuwl
- gnqbenp Endhr
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June 29, 1982

‘H1$ Hollness Vazken I,

Supreme Patriarch and Cathollcos of All Armenlans
Holy Etchmlad21n

Armenia

Your Holiness:

~In 1975 and 1976 the Unity Committee of the Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America thought they had reached what they felt was a
concrete method to achieve a unified Diocese of the Armenian Church of America.
Those methods under the title "Guidelines for the Unification of the Armenian
Church’ of America' were presented to the 73rd and 74th Annual Diocesan
Assemblies respectively.

" . Honest and sincere disagreement with the methods of implementation
suggested for unity was the position of our Parish and proved to be the will
of both Dlocesan Assemblies.

Your Holiness' letter dated November 1981, addressed to the Catholicoi
of the Great. House of Cilicia and which recently was publicly revealed, has -
vindicated the judgement of our Parish which was steadfast in the determination to
reach true un1ty of the Church and not an art1f1c1a1 solution for the problem.

The meetings scheduled for October 1979 in Holy Etchmiadzin with
representatives from the Great House of Cilicia were accepted by our Parish as
we considered them the most exacting method to resolve Your Holiness' Five-Point
Program, to unify with our separated brethern in America and heal the open
wound that has scarred us all.

: For many the joint communique issued following those meetings was
- enough to declare the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America unified without
reservation. Our Parish was willing to wait, not rush to judgement, and follow
- the leadershlp of Your Hollness and proceed slowly towards unity.

Your Hollness' letter to the Catholicoi of the Great House of Cilicia
proved to ratify the wisdom of our Parish which was unwilling to accept cooperation
- disguised as unity. Our Parish stood to uphold the integrity of the hierarchal
structure of the Armenian Church worldwide and consequently accomplish true and
unadulterated unity in the Armenian Church of America.



Recently at the 80th Annual Diocesan Assembly held in New Britain, Ct.,
there were forces who misdirected the faithful and misrepresented the position of

- ~Your Holiness. With great haste, the Assembly concurred with the document "Guide-

lines for the Unification of the Armenian Church of America." Our Parish believes
these guidelines are not sound of structure and will lead to further division

in the Armenian Church of America. The guidelines will not achieve the fundamental
oneness we seek but rather accomplish only cooperation with our separated

brethern - a position we do-.not believe strengthens the Armenian Church of

America.

' The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America must once and for all
accept itself as an indivisable part of the Holy, one Apostolic Universal
Orthodox Armenian Church under the spiritual and administrative leadership of
the Mother See of Holy Etchmlad21n and of Your Holiness and act accordingly.

, Therefbre be 1t resolved that

.5t. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit, Michigan acting in
accord with its allegiance to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and His Holiness
Vazken, I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and in support of
His Holiness' efforts to accomplish the fundamental oneness of the Armenian
Church, respectfully and humbly beseech His Holiness that the Diocesan Officers
be directed to defer any further meetings with any committees of the Separated
Brethern on the subject of the unification of the Armenian Church of America, until
such time that the issue of the Spiritual supremacy of leadership and other
religious - administrative principals are resolved in word and practice to the
satisfaction of His Holiness, and that this deferment stay in effect until such
time the Diocesan Assembly is notified by His Holiness to resume official
meetlngs for reunlflcatlon

With filial love, we remain your fa1thfu1 servants and children of
the Holy Mother See of Etchm1adz1n

Parish Assembly -
St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit
Southfield, Michigan

B, @w Avedtlede

Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian
_ Pastor

Souren Aprahamian, Secretary

Parish Council

Pty g 2%

Mr. Arthur Mardigian, C
Parish Council




///t i% lé75'and 1876 the Uﬁity Committee of.;he Eastern Diocesé of the
Armégiag‘churdh'of‘America thought they had réaéhed what they felt was a
concrete method to achieve a unified Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America. Those methods under the title "Guidelines for the Uhification of
the Armgﬁian Chufch of America" were presented té the 73rd and 74th Annual
Diocesan Assemblies respecti@ely. | |

Honest and sincere diéagreement Qith the methods of implementation

suggested for unity was the position of our Parish and proved to be the

#ill of both Diocesan Assemblies.
YOur'Holinegs' letter dated November 1981, addressed to the Catholicoi
>f the Great'Houée of Cilicia and which recently was publicly revealed,
. 1as vindiéated the judgemént of our Parish which was steadfast in the
ietermipation to reach trué unity of the Church and not an artificial solution

‘or the problem.

The meetings scheduled for October 1979 in Holy Etchmiadzin with
'gpresentaéaves from the Great House of.Cilicia were welcomed by our Parish
s we considered them the most exactiﬁg method to resolve Your Holiness'
‘ive-Point Program, to unify with our separated brethern in America and
ieal the open wound that has scarred us all.

For many the -joint communique issued following those meetings was
nough to declare the Diocese‘of the Armenian Church of America unified
ithout reservation. Our Parish was willing to wait, not rush to. judgement,
nd follow the leadership of Your Holiness and proceed slowly towards unity.

Your Holiness' letter to the Catholicoi of the Great House of Cilicia
roved to ratify the wisdom of our Parish which was unwilling to accept
ooperation disguised as unity. Our Parish‘stood.to uphold the integrity

f the hierarchal structure of the Armenian Church wcrldwide and consequently

ccomplish true and unadulterated unity in the Armenian Church of America.




o Racently at the 80th Annuél Diocesan Assembly held in New Britain, Ct.,
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_ thekeiyere forces who misdirected the faithfui and misrepresented the

. position of Your‘Holinéss. With great héste, the Assembly concurred with
the décument "Guidelines'fo; the Unification of the Arménian Church of
America.” Our Parish believes these guidelines are not sound of stiucture
and will lead to further- division in the Armenian Church of America. The
guidelines will not achieve the fundamental oneness we seek but rather accom-
plish only cooperation with our separated brethern - a position we do not
believe strengthens ﬁhe Armenian Church of America.

_ The Diocese_éf the Armenian Church éf America must once and for all
accept itself as-an indivisable péft of the Holy, one Apostolic Universal
.Orthodox Armenian Church under the spiritual and administrative leadership
of the Mother. See of Holy Etchmiédsin and>of Your Holiness and act accordingly

Therefore be it resolved that:

St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Deiroit, Michigan acting in accord
with its allegiance to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and His Holiness
Vézkeh I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and in support
of ﬁis Holiness' efforts tb accomplish the fundamental oneness of the
Armenian Cpurch, respectfully and humbly beseech His Holiness that the
Diocesan Officérs be dirécted tovdefer any further meetings with any commit-
tees of the Seperaged Brethren on the subject of the unification of the
Armenian Church of America, until such time that the issue of the Spiritual

supremacy of leadership and other religious - administrative principals are

~resolved in word and practice to the satisfaction of His Holiness, and that

this deferment stay in effect until such time the Diocesan Assembly is

notified by His Holiness to resume official meetings for reunification.

the Holy Mother See of Etchmiadzin.

Parish Assembly
St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit

With filial love, we remain your faithful servants and children of i
%
Southfield, Michigan- ‘




//f In 1975 and 1976 the Unity Committee of the Eastern Diocese of the

e -

Armg%iéhzchurch of America thought they had réacﬁed what they felt waé a

; conE;ete method  to achiéve a unified Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America. Those methods under the title "Guidelines for the Unification of
the Armghian Chufch of America" were presented to the 73rd ;nd 74th Annual
Diocesan Assemblies réspecti&ely. |

Honest and sincere diéagreement Qith the methods of implementation
suggested for unity was the position of our. Parish and proved to be the
w#ill of both Diocesan Assemblies.

Your Holiness' letter dated November 1981, addressed to the Catholicoi
of the Great Houge of Cilicia and which recently was publicly revealed,
1as vindiéated the judgemént.of our Parish which was steadfast in the
jetermination to reach true unity of the Church and not aﬁ artificial solution
Ior the problem.

The meetings scheduled for October 1979 in Holy Etchmiadzin with
:gpresentatives from th@ Great House of.Cilicia were welcomed by our Parish
is we considered them the most exactiﬁg method to resolve Your Holiness'
“ive~Point Program, to unify with our separated brethern in America and
1eal the open wound that has scarred us all.

For many the -joint communique issued following those meetings was
:nough to declare the Dioccese of the Armenian Church of America unified
vithout reservation. Our Parish was willing to wait, not rush to judgement,
ind follow the leadership of Your Holiness and proceed slowly towards unity.

Your Holiness' letter to the Catholicoi of the Great House of Cilicia
:roved to ratify the wisdom of our Parish which was unwilling to accept
toéperation disguised as unity. Our Parish.stoodlto uphold the integrity
>f the hierarchal structure of the Armenian Church wcrldwide and consequently

accomplish true and unadulterated unity in the Armenian Church of America.




7 _Receéntly at the 80th Agnug% Diocesan Assembly held in New Britain, Ct.,
) éhe&e were forces 'who misdirected tﬁe faithful and misrepresented the

.y S :
poéig}on of Your‘Holiness. With Qreat haste, the Assembly conéurred‘with

the Qécument "Guidelines for the Unification of the Arménian Church of
America." Our Parish believes these guidelines are not sound of stfucture
and will lead to further division in the Armenian Church of America. The
guidelines will not achieve the fundamental oneness we seek but rather accom-
Plish only cooperation with our separated brethern - a position we do not
believe strengthens ﬁhe Armenian Church of America.

The Diocesé'éf the Armenian Church §f America must once and for all
accept itself as-an indivisable péft'of the Holy, one Apostolic Universal
Orthodox Armenian Church under the spiritual and administrative leadership
of the Mother. See of Holy Etchmiédsin and.of Your Holiness and act accordingly

Therefore be it resolved that:

St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit, Michigan acting iﬁ accord
with its allegiance to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and His Holiness
Vazken I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and in support
of His Holiness' efforts tb accomplish the fundamental oneness of the
Armenian Church, respectfully and humbly beseech His Holiness that the
Diocesan Officérs be dirécted to defer any further meetings with any commit-
tees of the Sepergted Brethren on the subject of the unification of the

Armenian Church of America, until such time that the issue of the Spiritual

supremacy of leadership and other religious - administrative principals are

resolved in word and practice to the satisfaction of His Holiness, and that
this deferment stay in effect until such time the Diocesan Assembly is
notified by His Holiness to resume official meetings for reunification.
With filial love, we rémain your faithful servants and children of
the Holy Mother See of Etchmiadzin.
‘ . Pariéh Assembly

St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit
Southfield, Michigan.
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4 ‘June 7, 1982
INVITATION
o

SPECIAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
ST, JOHN'S ARMENIAN CHURCH OF GREATER DETROIT

TUESDAY, JUNE 22, 1982 at 7:30 P.M, CHURCH CULTURAL HALL
‘A'GENDA
1. Invocation and Call to Order
. 2. Verification of the eligibility of members and quorum.
3. Unity Guidelines adopted by the 80th Diocesan Assembly
held in New Britain,- Conn. on May 6-8, 1982.
.- 4. Appeal to His Holiness regarding the Unity Guidelines
adopted at the 80th Diocesan Assembly.
5. Pastor's closing message. ‘
6. Adjournment. :
7. Benediction.

Arthur S. Mardigian : , : Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian
Parish Council Chairman : Pastor
‘Included is pertinent information .regarding the issue.
P U RhEP

:  VUULURAP TNULEYL SNANLD
‘ U,8MLLUVYEY U4PSPQ LUUUSULEUSS LLLALBRNS :
BPERTGURRh 3NRURY 22,1982 LPEUNG GUUT 7:30-Mu.bYLAEERNS UTUSNRAUSHY UPULMY UhQ

or Uy urPr s

Te . Pwgdul wnoflg bu wlpqp dannyfp, '

2.~ Unnegned wyqulybpae b JugawgupaePhoy dagadp ophtwinpniRbulb,

3. UpnuPbuy Swlwdwybuwgpp npnbgpnewd 80pq,Pbluwlwy Nungudwinpulywl dagadpd
fnqut b Vpo Tppfpv, Uwypu 6-8,1982, ' '

4. Mdnod LbSwpun (m{pmqubt 80pn RPbduwlwy Mumqulwenpulwy dagnypy Gnqdt
npnbapbug UpncPbut Swlwdwybuwgppy SJwuhb, -
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TRANSLATION OF A LETTER RECEIVED FROM HIS HOLINESS VAZKEN I
SUPREME PATRIARCH AND CATHOLICOS- OF ALL ARMENIANS '~ ETCHMIADZIN

ETCHMIADZIN, October 15, 1979

Dear Archbishop Manoogian:

We enclose for your information a copy of the "Communique" dated October
12, 1979, which was issued by the Committees of the Mother See of Holy Etchmia-
dzin and the Catholicate of the Great House of Cilicia, and comprises the
conclusion of their sessions of October 4 - 9, in which Your Eminence parti-
cipated as a member of the Committee of Holy Etchmiadzin.

In this "Communique”, as well as in the minutes of the separate sessions,
the conclusions of the above-mentioned Committees are inscribed as desired
goals. The complete realization of those goals in due course will make it
possible to restore the legality and internal unity of our Church and construc-~
tive cooperation between this Holy See and the See of Cilicia.

We believe that the principles clarified and formulated by the Committees
are an important first step and can serve as a foundation for future consulta-
tions and undertakings. They can play a vital role in neutralizing finally
the dangerous situation which has prevailed since 1956.

Naturally, until the official and actual achievement of these much-
desired goals, throughout the entire Armenian Diaspora, the state of affairs
which has prevailed until today will remain unchanged.

The enclosed "Communigque” may be published.

We pray for the stability of our Holy and Apostolic Church, and for the
unity of our Christian people.

With greetings of love and blessing,

VAZKEN I
CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS



