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~1r. Frank Avakian Stoneson 
Executive Director 

Harch 1. 1983 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
~ew York, ~ew York 10016 

Dear Mr. Stoneson: 

Your letter of February 22, 1983, requests an interpretation 
of Article 60 of the By-la~Vs of the-Eastern Diocese in relation 
to the role of the Primate and of the Diocesan Council when a 
Parish wishes to communicate an appeal to His Holiness. 

Article 60 does not d~al with that problem. Rather, it 
provides that "~elations between the Diocesan Assembly and His 
Holiness ... shall be maintained through the Primate and the 
Diocesan Council shall be informed thereof." (Emphasis added) . 

However, a review of the By-laws makes it quite clear that 
when a Parish Hishes to communicate with His Holiness on 
Church business it must do so through the Primate who, by 
Article 80 of the By-laws, specifically is designated as the 
representative of His Holiness. 

Articles 14M and 15G of the By-laws orovide that Annual 
Parish Assemblies and Special Parish Assemblies shall submit to 
the Primate and to the Diocesan Council, ~or approval, a report 
on all decisions and resolutions. 

An appeal to His Holiness, regarding Church business, can 
occur only through a decision or resolution of an Annual or Special 
Parish Assembly and, thus, must be forwarded to the Primate for 

__ -~.a-pp-rev-a-1--. · 1f such anproval is forthcoming the Primate, as 
representative of His Holiness, then would forward the resolution 
for consideration by His Holiness. However, if both the Primate 
and the Diocesan Council do not approve the decision of the Parish 
Assembly, then that decision or resolution by the Assembly would 
be a nullity leaving nothing for consideration by His Holiness. 

I have directed my attention to actions by Parish Assemblies, 
as distinguished from Parish Councils, simply because the Councils' 
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REV. FA. HAIK OONIKIAN 
ASSISTANT PASTOR 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY 

His Eminence, 

* 

VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEOIKIAN 
PASTOR 

PHONE: 569-3405 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate and Presid~nt of Diocesan Council 
Diocese ~f the Armenian Church 

· 630 Second Ave. 
New York, N. i. 10016 

Your Eminence: 

* 

VERY REV. FR. PAPKEN ANOUSHIAN 
STUDENT PRIEST 

SOUTHFIELD. MICHIGAN 48075 

December 14, 1982 

We have received your letter of November 10, 1982 and discussed 
its content with the Parish Council. 

At the time of the Special Parish Assembly of St. John's held 
on June 22, 1982, we were convinced without any doubt, whatsoever, 
that sending_our appeal directly to His.Holiness, Catholicos 
Vasken I in no way violated the integrity of the By-Laws of our 
Diocese, the Primate, or the Diocesan Council, as reflected in the 
minutes of the Special Parish Assembly which I had sent to Your 
Eminence earlier. The basis of this conviction was simply the fact 
that the Diocesan Assembly had made its decision, and our resolution 
was a mere appeal to His Holiness on behalf of a particular parish, 
again, as reflected in the same minutes. 

Since Your Eminence and the Diocesan Council have interpreted 
Article 60 of the Diocesan By-Laws to be all inclusive, and since 
you are the body authorized to interpret the Diocesan By-Laws, we 
accept and concur with your interpretation of Article 60, and we 
regret our misunderstanding and action. 

At this time, may we raise an important question regarding a 
possible ramification of Article 60; namely, if and when a parish 
wishes to communicate an appeal to His Holiness, the Catholicos, 
how do the Primate and the Diocesan Council perceive their role in 
transferring such an appeal to His Holiness? 

PA/la 

Again, we regret our misunderstanding and action. 

Res pef{fully, . \
1 

, 

r~. rc-u.,. ~\/~'~''-
Father Paren Avedikian 
Pastor and President 
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November 10, 1982 

The Very Reverend Father Paren Avedikian 
President of the Parish Council 
Pastor. St. John Armenian Church 
22001 Northwestern Highway 
Soutllii e 1 d. Mi chi.gan 48075 

Dear Father Paren: 

We have received the letter from the St. John Parish dated Septem
ber 3, 1982 and have since advised the Diocesan Council of its content. 

As it was decided at the Diocesan Council Meeting on September 17, 
1982 we are obliged to reprimand the St. John Parish Council for the 
illegality of their action in communicatin1rdlteet1y with His Holiness 
Catholicos Vazken I, and 1ater submitting the decision of the Special 
Parish Assembly held on June 22nd 1982 to.the Primate and the Diocesan 
Council for their information. 

We wish to remind you that the action taken by the St. John Parish 
was in violation of article 60 of the Diocesan bylaws which states that 
the Diocesan Assembly communicates with His Holiness through the Primate; 
how much more so, this becomes binding for any parish assembly, parish 
council or parish priest, who are subject to the Diocesan Assembly. 

In order to leave no room for misunderstanding, we expect your 
Parish Council to state in writing addressed to the Primate and the 
President of the Diocesan Council that they agree with the Diocesan 
Council's interpretation of the article 60 of the Diocesan Bylaws. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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OF GREATER DETROIT 

REV. FR. HAIK DONIKIAN 
ASSISTANT PASTOR 

VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 
PASTOR 

VERY REV. FR. PAPKEN ANOUSHIAN 
STUDENT PRIEST 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 569-3405 

His Eminence, 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate and President of the Diocesan Council . 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

Your Eminence: 

* SOUTHFIELD. MICHIGAN 48075 

September 3, 1982 

This is in response to your letter of August 9, 1982 regarding 
the decisions of the Special Parish Assembly of St. John's Armenian 
Church which had convened on June 22, 1982. You had requested that 
your letter be read at the Parish Council Meeting. On Tuesday, 
August 24, at the 17th session of St. John's Parish Council, we 
complied with your request. 

You had also requested that if we had any further explanations, 
to provide them to you. The Parish Council considered this particular 
request at the aforementioned meeting, and felt that all explanations 
regarding the action of St. John's Parish were already provided in 
the minutes of the June 22 Special Parish Assembly which we had 
forwarded to Your Eminence on July 20. Any further information would 
be a lengthy repetition of the explanations given to our parishioners 
during the course of the Assembly. 

I hope that this letter answers the questions raised by Your 
Eminence in your letter of August 9. Wishing Your Eminence success 
in your endeavors, we remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

~/~~· V>.P~ Wlkl~u. ... a;-4,_ 
Arthur Mardigian Father Paren Avedikian Souren A~h~ian 

Chairman Pastor Secretary 

PA/la 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK. N. Y. 10016 212 686·0710 

ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN, PRIMATE 

4nqbzunr 1 
s. wwntu ~. ~r~· u~.b~ppbwu 
l:,nL/_fiL u. BntJ.~wuul;u U~ruif1l o~brz~gLfJJ 
uw~wqw'l ~~w~wu JnrzntJ.{I 
GL ~~w4wu ~nrSnLp~{l 
UwnL@(/;{1[111· 

~p L :27 899 
Oqn utnn u 9, 1982 

Bnq{lu 27{1u Ulllwgwup Bn qpu 20 [an LW4f1r Uuql brl;u dbr uwJw~c' 
bL Jbq{l {1 11/brzb~nL{dpLU UnJU UJW1wrwupu tll;f ubpiflw~bW£ O(lpuw4ubrf! 
BnLupu 22f1u qnLtfwpnLwb Pwgwnf14 ~~w4wu JnrzntJ.{I w111buwqrnL@bwu, 
UnJU dnrznqru tll;f wnunLWO npnznLtfpu 'lwtfwdw;u UJbUWJU 4wJng ~b
)w~wn 4wJ(IWUJb111pu 1bnwqpnLwo dbp BnLupu BO bL BnLLflu 5 @nLw4rr 
~{luq l;f uwJw4ubpnLu, pU£U[/;U uwbL Pwgwnf14 ~~w4w''u O.nrzntJ.flu wnp[dntJ. 
b~w4wuub(lnLu ubp4WJW9nLWO O(IW4W[Iq{lu''lblll wnu/.nL{jfpLu nLubgnrz q[!
pnLfJ{7L.UUbpnLu: 

Q[! quw'lw111bup dbp bL ~~w4wu ~nplnLp~p uw~wudw~U~(InL{jfpLU[! 
~~w4wu ~nrznqru lllbrzb4w~nLnL[d{ILu 4w111wpb£nL Swrb4wu ~btfw4wu ~wlll
qwJwLn(lw4wu cJ.nrznt/.JI npnznu.rubrn Lu Jwupu: 

. lJ L uw4WJ u ( bu[J 4£1UW[1 W[1'1_W[1Wgub L db (I' ~~w4wu ~nr 'In Lf1~f1u b L 
~~w4wu JnrzntJ.pu nl.-4wpqWUJWl cu[dwg[J[!, bpp ~nL[J dbq{l P(IWLWUnL@pLU 
4nL IIIWIJ [dbuw4wu bL b4brzbgw4wu 1wpgbrn'- tfwupu nLrzrzw4f1 ~brzb4wqrbt 
4wJ ~u~pwup ubp4WJWgUb£ UtfbUWJU 4wJn9 ~b)w~wn 4WJ[IWUJb111pu: 

8u111w4 I; tfb(l ~bJw4wu 4wunuw~pnL[dbwu lll(lwifw~rnL~pLL[! WJU Jwuf1u: 
''~btfw4wu ~w111qwifwLnpw4wu cJ.nrzn~ UubuwJu 4wJn9 4wJ(IWUJblll{lu Sb111 
JW(Iwp'bpn 1.~{11.u 4£! Uf.W 1/; Unwfunr'l/Ju rlpfngwl., b L ~bJw4wu lunr ~n L(l
~[! lllbrzbw4 4c UJWlnL/J WJ~ rlwuf!u '' --8ofl. 60-- : 

,_ 
~ 
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nrlw~ wnwLbt' ~btfw4wu ~nqn4Pu OU~W4WJ ~~w4wu ~nqnqp UC 1 ~~W-
4wu ronr'inLrrtr uc bL 4nqbLnr 4nt/JIL{I uc 11/.wrwqwJflu: · 

:2br ~~w4wu Pwgwnf14 ~nqn~ w~buwqrnL@bwu utt Jf12nLWO t @t wu
f1WUUbrtu ntfwu~ ~pLWUp nL2Wf1rnL{Ifbwu pbrwa bu WJU U[Wrwqwu: 

ULbtb qwruwuwlfl t nr rtnL~ flprbL ~buw4w'u lunr'inLrrtr WUf1WU wumb
uwo tp WJ'1 qqnLzwgnLuc: UwUWLWUf1 nr ww4wLpu @wru t dbr JflznqnL
Ffbwu tftE ~nrnu@njp tnLOnLwa U. luwl 1J4bqbgLnJ U[WliiUnL@{ILUC 1 bL abr. 
qwJrnJ@c ~buw4wu lunr'inLr'1b WUf1wdUbrnLU 'ibm upwuflu WJU rrnqnL@bwu 
t.fwupu nr WJf1 'iwUWjUppu ~~w4wu lunr'inLrf1C pupqpuppu @nJl. 4nL mwr 
nLqqw4r UubUWJU 4wJng 4wJrWU[bmpu 'ibm 'iwqnrrtw4gf1L, ~urtrwup ubr-
4wJwgubL bL 'ibnwpoubl, bL ~b'iw~wn 4wJrwlll.bmc' @t flu4 'iwJrw4wu )n

qwbn~@bwu qqwgnLutu uqnLW0 1 CU@wgp 4nL mwr WU~ug ~bqw@pLrwo mb
qb4nL@bwug: 

hui111.t~u· 4~rqwU[w'inL@pLU-4'w4u4wtt~ 'iwumwmbt ubr4wJflu JflunLu 
'iwifwJU~ubrt pwq4wgwa Ffbup tic utf, b@t @nJL mwup nr wtftu 'in~{IL 
bL ~~w4wu funr'inLrf1 bL ~~W4WU ~nqn~ WUlllbut bL nmuw4n~ cut 4wrq 
nL 4wunuc 1 ~btfw4wu 4wunuwrtrnL{IfpLUC 1 bL wUnLqpq cu{lfwgpp 'ibmbLp: 

2br WJU CU@wgpn~ wu'iw6nJ 4wgnL{IfpLU UC umbqawa tp @t ubqp bL 
@t ~b'iw~wn ~wJrw111.bmpu 'iwuwr: 

~nLp bL ~~w4wu lunr'inLrf1C 'iw6bgtp qrwLnr JWJliiUD[ ubqp ubr WJU 
uwJw4f1u umwgnLWO CLLWLC'bL nrbLt JWLbtbWL pwgwwrnL@{ILU nr 4c 
~w~wppp 'iwqnrrtbl: 

4u uwq@bup nr Strc hup b pwrpu wn~funrrtt hr b4bqbgflpu UU[W
uw Lnru bru: 

UflrnJ n'I.EnLU{IL 

~~-s~ 
~nr~nu urRc~hU4n~nu 

Unwfunrrt 

I 
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REV. FR. HAIK DONIKIAN 
ASSISTANT PASTOR 

VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 
PASTOR 

VERY REV. FR. PAPKEN ANOUSHIAN 
STUDENT PRIEST 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 569-3405 

His Eminence, 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Your Eminence: 

* SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48075 

July 20, 1982 

Ree, l'J 2~/ !.Z 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the minutes of the 
Special Parish Assembly of St. John's Armenian Church convened 
on Tuesday, June 22, 1982, and a copy of an appeal to His Holiness, 
along with my cover letter attached to the appeal. I am also 
enclosing a copy of the invitation to the Special Parish Assembly 
along with the asenda and the package of other relevant material 
which accompanied the invitation to the parishioners. 

As is obvious from the minutes, all of the included material 
is being sent to you for your information. 

PA/la 

Enc. 

Respectfully, 

f).~~ A,J;~ 
Father Paren Avedikian 

Pastor 
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• ST ~ JOHN 1 S ARMENIAN CHURCH Of GREATER DETROIT 

SPECIAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, June 22, 1982 
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The Special Parish Assembly began at 7:55 p.m. with the Invocation offered 
by Fr. Paren Avedikian. 

Mr. Arthur s. Mardigi.an, Parish Council Chairman, read Article 17 of the 
Bylaws of the Armenian Church. There were 232 members present. The meeting 
was declared to be a proper meeting according to the Bylaws. 

The first item on the agenda was the Guidelines approved by the Diocesan 
·Assembly. Mr. Mardigian stated that some background regarding development 
dating back to October, 1979 was neGessary~ and proceeded to review each attachment 
that accompanied the Parish Assembly invitation. 

Mr. Mardigian referred to the letter dated September 16, 1980. Item 
No. 3, in particular, maintains that the agreement made between Etchmiadzih and 
Antelias is being declared null and void. 

With regard to the communication dated December 16, 1980, Mr. Mardigian 
referred to the two fundamental principles that His Holiness Vasken I stated 
must be acknowledged by the Great House of Cilicia. 

Mr:. Mardigian capsulized the letter dated February 28, 1981, from Antelias 
to Holy Etchmiadzin stating that the two points which were agreed upon in 1979 
must be reconsidereq •. 

Dr• Gary Zamanigian pointed out ·that the letter appears to show a change 
in attitude from the October, 1979 meeting. 

Fr. Haik Donikian was asked to read the letter of November 23, 1981, from 
Holy Etchmiadzin to Antelias, in Armenian. 

There being no questions regarding any of the attachments summarized by 
Mr. Mardigian, the Guidelines were then read by Harry Terzian. 

Mr. Mardigian then went through each item of the Guidelines and answered 
all questions from the floor: 

I. Preamble -- There were no questions. 

II •. Structure -- Howard Atesian asked: If the document is strictly affecting 
the jurisdiction of the Diocese, will the clergy who will be coming from the See 
of Cilicia recognize the structure and will they recognize Etchmiadzin as the 
Holy see? Mr. Mardigian replied that we would have to assume they would. 

Simon Javizian asked ahypothetical question relative to a clergyman from 
our Diocese who is defrocked and now a priest in the Prelacy having full rights 

.and privile9es. How will that situation be handled in the united Diocese? Fr. Paren 
Avedikian answ~red, as a member of the Unity Committee, that the issue had not been 
discussed at the Unity Committee Meeting. 
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'-.., Gary Javizian stated that he wants to see a letter from this parish to 
;11 other parishes tell~ng them what our stahd is and the questions which are 
brought up regarding these C!uidelines. · He asked. that someone take notes of 
toe questions that cannot be answered in the Guidelines and circulat.e them 
throughout the Diocese. 

John Bahadur'ian asked how.many people and parishes there are .in the Prelacy 
versus our Diocese. Fr. Paren Avedikian again answered as a member of the 
Unity Committee. The issue was brought up at the Unity Meetings but no numbers 
were exchanged. Herfurther stated that the year 1979 is stipulated in the 
Guidelines as the basis for verifying membership. 

Mr. Edward Mardigian was then ~ecognized and commented that everyone would 
like to see Unity of the church. He said it is obvious from the letters between 
Etchmiadzin and Antelias, discussed tonight, that our Vehapar has done a tremendous· 
job in dealing with the Catholicoi of Antelias; yet his efforts have not been 
acceptable to them. He stated that power and position in Antelias appear to be 
more important an issue than Unity. He stated that we should not continue 
talking about these Guidelines until our Vehapar c.omes to some definite agreement. 
Mr. Mardigian felt we should advise the Vehapar that we are with him 100 percent 
and that we want Unity but only when it is properly done and approved by him. 

Item II. 2. a. -- Mr. Arthur s. Mardigian commented on the Seminary of the 
See of Cilicia, and stated that here we have recognition and cooperation before 
we have 'unity. In fact, throughout the Guidelines, he feels, the key factor is 
recognition and cooperation before Unity. 

Item II. 2. b. -~With regard to the.net proceeds from the sale of the 
Prelacy Building going to the "Antelias ·Fund," a question was rai·sed as to why 
this money was not going to the Diocese. Fr. Paren Avedikian responded that in 
the 1975-76 Guidelines, one of the points that was dissimilar between the Diocese 
and the Prelacy was·this particular issue. The Prelacy was insisting that a 
financial commitment be made for Antelias forever, and obviously the Diocesan 
Assembly in those two years did not accept that. This was a way, in the new 
Unity Meetings, to resolve that issue. Take one building and sell it and put 
it in the name of Antelias so that nowhere is there a commitment made by the 
reunified Di.ocese for Ante lias. 

Mr. Arthur s. Mardigian further pointed out that the Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America, in its·budget, does not have any commitment to Etchmiadzin. 
This is the largest Diocese of the ·Armenian Church, yet the only funds that 
~tchmiadzin receives from this Diocese is the voluntary contribution that each 
parish makes in the form of Leoma. Our parish,. the largest in the Diocese, 
commits ~1,000.00, annually, to Etchmiadzin. 

II. 2. c. -- Gary Zamanigian said that this is the paragraph that makes the 
Guidelines unacceptable. Until the Catholicoi -of Cilicia recognize the Supreme 
Patriarch and Catholicos of all Armenians,Vasken I,in Holy Etchmiadzin as 
Catholicos of all Armenians, we in this Diocese should not accord proper protocol 
to anyone from Antelias. This is a precondition, and it must be settled first. 

I 
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II. 2. d. There were no questions on this item. 

II. 2. e. A question was raised that if there· is Unity, how can there 
be an opposite persuasion? Mr. Mardigian explained that this was the very 
point raised at the Assembly by·one of the clergymen. In our Diocese today, 
we have clergymen from Antelias, Jerusalem, Etchmiadzin, as well as American
born clergymen; and all have equal privileges. 

II. 3. -- Mr. Mardigian said that this is the way we are operating at the 
present time. 

III. 1. There were no questions. 

III. 2. a. -- Mr. Daniel Shahan referred to the third paragraph on the 
third page of the letter dated November 23, 1981, from the Vehapar from which 
he quoted:· 

"However, if your See is not yet ready ••• to ·accept, ••• without 
bargaining, ••• the'above-mentioned basic principles ••• then, in that 
case, subsequent negotiations will have.no meaning or aim, and indeed, 
they may create new opportunities for 'Byzantine' disputes and inflame 
the crisis; •••• " 

Mr. Shahan said that the fact that we are having a meeting now is contrary 
to what.is stated in this letter. He asked what we are trying to achieve 
tonight? Mr. Shahan asked how we can carry on when the two basic principle items 
are not yet accepted. 

Armen Hovnanian·questioned the implementation of the Unity program that 
contains in the preamble the two basic principles that Vehapar said we must 
have and the Unity Committee on both sides agrees we must have. The bottom item 
in the implementation gives the veto power to either side, and Vehapar has 
already vetoed it. Therefore, why are we going forward? How can the Diocesan 
Assembly approv~ this when that veto has already been cast? 

Mr. Mardigian said that these Guidelines.were approved by the Diocesan 
Assembly contrary to the Vehapar's letter. Mr. Hovnanian believes that what 
the Assembly did is illeg~l and asked how we can stop it. Mr. Mardigian said 
the very purpose of this meeting is to try and stop it if this group votes for 
it. He added that the chances are that the official minutes of the Diocesan 
Assembly probably will not reach Etchmiadzin until September or October. We 
cannot wait until then to let His Holiness know what happened at the Assembly. 

Nerses Serkaian said he made a motiori at the last meeting to send a letter 
to the Vehapar. Was a letter sent? Fr. Paren.Avedikian said that motion was 
amended to have another meeting to discuss the Guidelines that were approved 
by the 80th Diocesan Assembly and to consider an appeal to His Holiness regarding 
the approved Unity Guidelines. 

\ 
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Another question from the floor related to the illegal passing of the 
Guidelines by the Diocesan Assembly. If, in fact, the Guidelines have been 
passed illegally, we do not need to make any comments. Mr. Ma~digian said 
that the Unity Guidelines were improperly submitted, but the Assembly chose to 
address the issue. That is the prerogative of the Assembly. It was not 
illegal. 

III •. 2. a.-- Mr. Mardigian explained that as of right now, it is 
possible to have cooperation in the areas of the Religious and Armenian 
Schools of our churches. No questions were asked • 

. Items III. 2. b. through III. 5 were explained by Mr. Mardigian; there 
were no comments from the floor. 

III~ 6. ·-- Mr. Mardigian explained his concern of this item. With 
cooperation ~nd recognition first, if the Catholicoi do not approve the Guide
lines, everything could be declared null and void. 

Anoush Papelian expressed the opin~on that the Guidelines would appear to 
be logical and acceptable to anyone not informed.of what has happened over the 
years. Unfortunately, the majority of those in attendance at the Diocesan 
Assembly fall into that category. However, since the Guidelines have been 
passed, .what are we going to do? 

Mary Ann Artinian asked whether the Vehapar has been officially informed 
of what transpired at the Assembly. Mr. Mardigian said that as far as we know 
he has not been off:i,.c.ially told. She then asked if the Vehapar could rule the 
80th Diocesan Assembly null and void. No answer was provided to this question. 
Mrs. Artinian asked if the situation is now beyond control. Fr. Paren Avedikian's 
answer was there is nothing beyond control in the Guidelines. The only immediate 
action is that of cooperation among Religious and Armenian Schools. He further 
added that his understanding as a member of the Unity Committee is that the 
intent is not to start cooperation on the parish level but on the Diocesan level 
according to the plans developed by the Diocesan Council. 

Harry Terzian commented that his problem with the Guidelines is that we 
never "dumped" anybody. People walked away,. and over the course of the years, 
Ant~lias decided (illegally) that they would accept jurisdiction over Dioceses 
over which they did not have jurisdiction. He believes that if Catholicos Khoren 
wants to accept the supremacy of Etchmiadzin, we do not need Guidelines. Until 
~telias gives that approval, nothing will happeno The Prelacy here is not 
willing to and cannot take action until their Catholicoi approveo 

Mr. Martin Cholakian asked for clarification on the statements made that 
the Guidelines were passed illegally at the Diocesan Assembly. He wanted everyone 
to understand that they were passed legally. Mr. Mardigian answered that resolu
tions are to be submitted to the delegates 30 days prior to the Diocesan Assembly, 
but apparently the interpretation of the Unity COmmittee was that it was the 
charge of the Diocesan Assembly that they come back directly to the Assembly. 
Mr. Cholakian continued that they passed it last year, and as a Standing Committee 
of the Assembly, did did their charge. 

-..... 
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Fr. Paren Avedikian disagreed. As a delegate of the Assembly, he does not 
see any Standing Committee of the Diocese having the power to directly go to 
the Diocesan Assembly. As important an issue as this, should have been first 
submitted to the delegates and through the delegates to the respective parishes. 
The parishes should have acted on it and given direction to their delegates. 

A~en Hovnanian commented that at this late date the Diocese does not 
have to offer new allegiance to Vehapar; therefore, that is not really the message 
of these Guidelines. Attached to these Guidelines is. an implementation that 
takes place before any approval is given. ·That is not a message; that is an 
action. And that is the intention here. He does not believe anyone would 
argue with the preamble or the Guidelines, but when we get into implementation 
of something· that has already been . vetoed .<according to Vehapar' s letters) , then 
Why are we beating a dead horse? 

At this point Mr. Mardigian read a resolution in English that is proposed 
to be sent to His Holiness Vasken I, and Fr. Paren Avedikian read it in 
A~enian. (Attachment "A") o Mr. Mardigian said the Assembly can decide what they 
want to do with it. 

Mr. Sarkis Samarian felt that we should not be directing the Vehapar to 
do anything. He also suggested that we are taking the wrong route. We should 
direct it to the Primate with a copy to the Vehapar. It appears that we a~e. 
going over. the Primate's head. 

Fr. Paren Avedikian explained that the Primate and the D~ocesan Council 
are no longer in a position to do anything about the decision of the Diocesan 
Assembly. As in this parish, once the parishioners make an official decision, 
t.he Pastor and Parish Council must comply with it·. Similarly, the Primate and 
Diocesa~ Coupcil cannot retroactively change anything that took place at the 
Piocesan Assembly. He added that a copy of this resolution can go to the 
Primate if the Assembly wishes, but the only person that can do anything about 
it at this point is His Holiness. 

At this point the motion passed at the previous Special Parish Assembly 
of May 25, 1982 was rescinded. A motion was then made and seconded to send 
the resolution, as presented, to the Vehapar with a copy to the Primate. 

Mr. Cholakian commented that .the resolution does not direct the Vehapar 
to do anything but humbly and respectfully beseeches him. 

The suggestion was made that rather than a resolution, our communication 
to the Vehapar should be in the fo~ of a letter advising His Holiness of what 
took place at the Diocesan Assembly. 

·Fr. Paren Avedikian's response was that that action would be going over the 
Primate's head. It is not the prerogative of the parish to advise the Vehapar of 
what took place at the Diocesan Assembly. The Diocesan ASsembly business is solely 
under the jurisdiction of the Primate and the Diocesan Council. They have the 
right to info~ Vehapar of what took place. Our resolution is simply an option 
open to Vehapar o we are not telling him to do what we say or e1e! He has the 
option of making whatever decision he wishes. 
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Mr. Soor~n Gozmanian asked if it.is the intention to release the 
resolution to the press? 

Mr. Mard~gian responded that this would be sent as a cablegram to the 
Vehapar with a copy to the Pr~mate. No other distributions would be made at 
this time, according to the motion. 

A ~ote was then taken and the motion to send the resolution passed 
224 for and 8 against. 

A motion was made to spend up to $300 to send the cablegram. The motion 
was seconded and passed by-a vote of·224 to 8. 

A motion·was made to send a copy of the resqlution to all the churches 
in our Dioceseo The motion was seconded. 

Discussion commenceq with comments to the effect that the other parishes 
already know the stand of the Detroit parish, and that we do not need to 
antagonize them by sending copies. Other comments came from parishioners who 
felt that holding back this document would make it appear that we are trying 
to· do something tinderhanded. 

A.vote was then taken, and the motion was qefeated by a vote of 200 to ~0. 

In order to treat this resolution with some confidentiality, a suggestion 
was made that all copies be collected and put in a safe place. 

Fr. Paren Avedikian·was then called upon to give his closing message. 
Fr. Paren expressed his concurrence with the vote taken on the last motion not to 
publicize the resolution. · He, too, felt that· had we not defeated it, we might have 
been looked upon as agitators. 

The meeting ended at 10:25 p.m. with the benediction given by Fr. Paren 
Avedikian. 

Father Paren Avedikian, Pastor 

Secr:etary, 
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~wJwumwvbwJg D4bqbgLnJ Uubrbl.JwJb UrbLbtbwv fbup JpnL@
bwv Bw'udbwfunLur[!, 'iwunqnLWO (!l [W[nt[ nr JW'uqwa tr qnrolJWfJW'u 
upfng'lJbrnL; nrn'lJg uppngwL 4(! 'iWLWWWr rrwqnrOb[ l,WjWUWW'iJbWJ9 
Dl[bqbgLnJ Uubrb4wJb UpwgbwL ~bd[!' 1975-pv bL 1976-p'u Jwfnr
qwpwr Wjq uppng'ubru Lbr4WJW9nLg 78-rq bL 74-rq ~buw4wb ~wrn
qwdwLnrwl.Jw'u ~nqnt/_'ubrnL'u, ''nLqbgnJg Uubrpl.JwJP ~wJwuww'ubwJg 
Dl[bqbgLnJ Upwguwu'' 4nlnLwo t/_wLbrw[ilnLq@nt[ Ju: . · 

Ujq orbrnL'u ubr onL~[! w'u4bqbort'u @brwSwLWtn tr upnL@bw'u 
qnrow'1rnL{iJbw'u Swuwr wnwfwrl[nLWO Jppng'ubrnL'u ul[wmuwup.'unj'u 
orbrnL'iJ ~buwl[w'lJ qnjq ~wmqwuWLnrwl[w'lJ ~nqnt/_'lJbrnL'lJ l[wup(! wrmw
JWjtnnLbgwL upbLVnj'lJ abLnt/_: 

Ubbp SwL'u ~PLP4PnJ qnJq ~w@nqpl[nuubpnt'u nLqqbwL 2br 
'unjbupbr 28, 1981 {iJnLw4pp 'uwuwl[(! bLu, nr t/_brfbpu 'ipw~wrw4-
LbgwL, bl[wL wpqwrwg'ub[nL l[bgnLWOp[! ubp OnL~p'u, nr rr Jmwq
rnL[ilbw'u Jtp 'iwumww tr PrwqnpbbtnL Dl[bqbgLnJ brw4w'u upnt{iJpL'u[! 
bL nl [iJt w'unr wpnLbumwl[wL LnLOnLu[!: 

Sw'u'u ~PLP4PnJ bw[ilnqpl[nunL[ilbw'u 'ubpl[wjwgnLgpz'ubpnL'u Sbm 
1979-p ~nl[rnbupbppu u. l;fupwo'up dtf 4wJwgnLgwb :2bp Sw'uqf:
~ntd[!' ubr OnL~p'u l[nqdt [!'uqnt'unLbgwL bprbL wut'ut'u 62qrf:rn 
uf:fngr' Sf:'uq l[trnbrt pwql[wgbwl 2br wnwfwqpnL{iJpL'u'ubr(! lnLOb[nL, 
Uubrpl[wjp ubr w'ufwrnbwL bqpwpg Sbrn JpnL@pL'u[! brwl.J~uwg'ubtnL 
bL qwpuwub[nL Jbq pntnru ~ngnq pwg t/.trpbp[!: 

UnJU Swuqp~nLupu JWfnpqnq 'iwqnpqwqrnL{iJPLU[! nuwug 'iwuwr 
pwLwrwr 'ul[wrnnLbgwL w'ut/.brwtqw'iortu Jpwgwa 'intwl.JbtnL t.wJwurnw'u
bwJg Dl[bqbgLnJ 4/:LupuwJp'u Uubppl.JwJb fbuc: UJq opbpnL'u Jbp 



·. 
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OnLfu[! nrnzbg UU[WUbt, ~tjlnt@WL bqrwl[wgnt@bw'ug, 1bmbLf!L L(,b1f!rz 
wnwflJnrrznL@bwlJ bL rzw'urzw7 WJL WU[Wln~ ~brll{n~ JWnwfwlJWL rzf;U[jJ 
J{1nt[Of!L'u: 

Sw'u'u G{1[{1l[f1nJ qw@nqf!l[nu'ubrnt'u nLqqbwt L(,b)wtjlwnnt[Obw'urz 
'I.Jwlfwl[{! bl[wL lWUUIWWb[nL funlbU [!'u{Owgp[! Jbr OnLfujJ'I.J, nr mrwlfw
rzf1r (f;r pnqwrqbW[ lWUwqnrowqgnt@jJL'u[! {1prbL JjJnL@{1LlJ [!'urznL
'ub[nL: lfbr onL{u[! U[W2UIU[W'u Sw'urzfwwgwL pn~W'ufJ:Wl[ wzfuwr1f1 JL;f 
4wJwumw'ubwjg bl[bqbgLnJ 'untf1rwU[bmwl[w'u l[wnnjg[} w'ufuwfuw U[Wlb[nL 
ul[qpnt'I.Jp{1'l.J, nrnL'I.J lfjJpngwL U{1Wj'I.J l[wrbtf! tr f1rwqnrob[ f!rwl[w'I.J 
bL w'uwrzwrw J[1nt[Of!L'u[! Uubrf!l[wjf! l,WJWUUIW'ubwjg bl[brzbgLnJ ongf!'u 
dt?: 

Lf.brfbru, v[1t ~rr@uL, Rclibp[Of!pt[Of! ut;p l[wJwgwa 80-rrz ~buw
l[w'u ~wmqwuwtnrwl[w'u J.nrzn~f!'u l[wrq Ju mwrrbr [Of!trf!uwgnt[Obw'u 
UWm'I.Jbgf!'I.J Jbr lWLWWWgbw['I.Jbr[! bL w'I.Jdf!zrz l[brll{n~ 'I.Jbrl[WjWgntgjJ'I.J v 
L/,bSwtJ!wnnL[Obw'urz '1:f!rpc: l!bo tJ!ntml[nmnt@bwup Ju ~buwl[w'u ~wmqw
Jwtnrwl[w'u t}nqn~[! flr lWLW'I.JnL@fltlJQ lllnL~L ''Uifbrf!l[wjfl l,WjWUUIW'I.J
bWJ9 bl[brzbgtnj lfjJwgJw'I.J ntqbgnjg 'fl'I.J: lfbp &ntfufl'I.J lWUnqntlflJ 
f; nr Wnnrzf (f; l[wnnjg[} Jf!zbw[ ''ntqbgnjg''f!'I.J bL W'I.J l[p'I.JWj lfbr 
bl[b7bgf!'u Uubrf!l[wjf! Jl;f wnwf'unrrzbL 'unr pwdw'untu'ubrnL: ''nL
qbgnjg''c U[f!mf! lflrwqnpol; ubr gw'ul[wgwo Sf!u'uwl[w'u JL;l[nt{OfJL'u[!, 
WJ[ uf!wJ'u U[f!mf! wnwf'unr'1:t pwdw'ubwL bqpwrg )bm )wuwqnrowl[gnt[O
bw'u. ( b'I.Jp l[wrobr @f; WJ '7: ~jJ(Jwl[{! 4r'I.JWj l,Wj WUUIW'I.JbWj 9 bl[brzbgf!'I.J 
qorwg'ubt Uubrf!4wJf! utf: 

Uubrf!4wJf! <wJWUUIW'ubwjg cl[bqbgtnj WJU ~buu Jf!w'uqwuu'urzuf!zm 
U[tmp t c'urznt'uf! f!'upqf!'up n{lut_tu w'upwdwiib[f! uti[ UWU[! .C,WJWUmW'u
bwjg l!f!, C'urzSw'urwl[w'u, Unwpb[wl[w'u bL ntqrzwtJ!wn Untrp lJl[bqbgLnJ, 
Snqbtnr bL ~wrlwl[w'u rzfuw_'unt[Obw'uu 'ubrf!bL lfwJr U[Onn Untrp t;p
uf!wo'uf! bL .2brrz UrpnL@bw'u bL qnrbt [!Ulll WJ'uU: 

l,bmbtwpwr, 

Sf![OrnJfOf! Untrp Bn~Sw'u'ul;u lfl[rmf!~ lJL[brzbgf!'u, wnwf'unrrzntwo 
l!wJr U[Onn UnLrP t;puf!wb'uh bL vnrf!'u UnLrp OonL@f!t'u Lf.wqql;'u u. 
Uub'uwj'u l,Wj ng l,Wj rwU[bmf!'u nL. bwj rwqnJ'u ~wmpf!wrf!f!'u )w'urzl;U[ 
nL'I.Jbgwb br w'I.Jfuwfum lWLWUIWrlfnt{iJb'I.Jf;'I.J, bL jJ U[W2lliU[W'I.JnL{iJjJL'I.J 'i.Jnrf!'I.J 
Urpnt@bw'urz 6f!qbrnt'u' f!rwqnrobtnL Swuwr Sf!u'uwl[w'u uf!nt@f!L'u[! 
l,wJwumw'ubwJg lJL[bqbgtnJ, fun'uwr1wpwr nL Jwpqw'upn~ l[u fu'urzrt 
'i.Jnrf!'u Urpnt@b'ul;rz nr 1rw1w'uql; @buwl[w'u U[WUIWufuw'uwwnt'ubrnLu 
Jbmwdqb[ uf!nL@bw'u ~brwpbrbwt wul;'u Sw'urzf!U[nLU pwdw'ubwL brzpwrg ~ 
P"L"r JW'ua'uwfunLiipbrnL'u Sbm, uf!'u(bL nr fuoupn~ nL qnropn~ 
tntontf!'u Snqbtnr qbrwl[wJnL[Obw'u bt WJL 4ro'uw4w'u-~wrlwl[w'u 
fu'urzf!r'ubru, r pwtwrwrnt@jJLli 'i.Jnrf!'u Urpnt@bw'ufJ:. bL l[u fu'ufJ:rb'u[! 
nr ~brnJf!zbwL wnl[wfunLU[! J'uwj r qornt, uf!'u(bL nr 'i.Jnrf!'u UrpnL
@f!L'urz 1rw1w'uqf; ~blfwl[w'u ~wmqwlfwLnrwl[wlJ t}nqn~f!'u ~brul[uf!L JjJw
rwrw4wlJ U[W2lliO'I.JWl[W'I.J dnrzn~'I.Jbrnt'I.J: 

nrrzf!wl[w'u wl['uwbw'upn~, J'uwup 2brrz U[ipnL@bw'u lWLWmwrf!u 
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BntbfiU 80, 198:2 

~btfw~w'u IIJwmqwtfwtnpwqwV 80-r'l: .SwpbqwV U.nrzm{pV qnrztlt 
npf1:bqpntwb ''UpnL@bwV flLrzbgnJ9D ' ~nr JnLqnLJ JWnwfwgnLg 
u. 8n~~wLVtu U~rwbi bqbrzbgLnJ b~wqw'u'ubpnLV tltf, nr~tu 
wVwbunLtf :2bpf1: UppnL@bwV qbpfbpu qpwb bwtlw~bbpnLV Ubbp 
SwVV bfltr4rnJ bw@nrzflqnubbpnLb bL r tfwu'uwtnpb :2bp 'Unjbtl
pbp :21, 1981 @nLwqpp VwtlwqpV, npnLV ~ww~tLD 2&r wpwo
bnL@bwup 'ipw~wpwqnLwb tr 'iwJ tfwtfnLtflV tltf 80-r'l: ~wwqw-
tfwtnpwqwV tJ.nrznqtV wnwf: · 

U. 8n~'iwVVtu Uqpwfll bqbrzbgLnJ b~mqwV'ubpnL ~bf1:pwVppV 
eV'l:wnwfbtnq ~~wqwb ~np'inLpf1:p Uwb'uw~bwpb bL ptf uwnpwqpnL@
bwtfp Uwu'uwtnp ~wqw'u tfnrznq de 'ipwtppnLbgwL bpbe2wp@p, 
BnL'upu 22, 1982-pL: U.nrznqp 'ipwLtpp'il qgnLwb trV ~wrgrV 
'ibm tlomtV wn'il[nL@bLV nL'ilbgnrz LpL@bp, U'ilqtbrt'u £bqnLnq, 
nptft opp'ilwq tiD 4D V&pq,wqbtl wn r wbrzb4nt@pt'u: 

Uwu'ilwLnp b~wqw'il U.nrznq[JL tfwuVwqgbgwV 282 W'ilf1:wtl'ubp: 
tfn~nqp 'ipwLtp{J'il qgntw6 bpL@bpnL wn'il(nL@bwtfp dnrznqw-
qw'u'ubpn L 'iwpgn ttfbbpn L'il ~wwwu~wLbg[Jllp lr~wqw'il ~nr) n LP'l:P 
Umb'ilw~bm'il nL bu: 4wpg-~wmwu~w'u'ubpt'il bmp tJ.nrznqD fw~fw
~bl Ubowtfwu'ilnt@bwtfp npf1:bqpbg f1:ptlnLtf Ju, nLrz~ntwb ~b'ipf1:, 
qnp 4u 'ubpqwJwgVbu ~WJbpt'il bL UVq[bpt'il Lbqnt'ubpnq: 

u. 8nq'iw'il'utu U'qpwfll bqb~b.gLnJ lr~wqw'u U.nrznqu gwLn~ /. 
W'uf1:pWf1:WpOWL @t U'flnL@bw'il 'iwpgfl'il qw~wqgnt@bwJp ~bJpu Unwf- v· 
'unpf1:'u nL ~buwqw~ ~np'inLP'l:U WJ[bLu tlpfwumbtnL flpwtwunL-
@pt'iiU (nL'ilpV, ~bmb~wpwp lr~wqw'il U.nrzn~e ~wpmwtnpnt@bwV 
wnwf 4l! qm'il t p'upqp'ilp . ~li 'iflq J pfwtlmn.L@bwb WU(WLp'ub l. n L: 
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Uwuuwtnp ~~w~wu ~nqn~~ JWm~w~tu ~Lqpbg SwqnpqbL 2bqp 
@t pup JWLw~Lnt@ptL~ lntLp 2bpq Uppnt@bwL ~npSntpq 
IIIW£nL 2bp ~Lb[ppubrnLU uwupL: ~~w4wL ~nqnqp qpt.lnLU~ 
UIIIUIUW L tL bill[! 'b@t nrn2t[l wLL4wm @nqn LL n L wumbub L qwj u' 
4~. ~LqrbLp Lnjupu~ irnt~pu ~wmwu~wLbtnL ~wpmwtnrnt@bLtL 
pn-tnrnq{lu wqwm qqwgtp q2bq: UnJL umw)nqnt@pLLLbptL 
Jb4Lbtn~ ~~w~wu ~nqnq~ qwpdbwt fw~fw~pl ubawuwuunL@bwup 
Jbpdbg wnwfwr~ t.l~, .· )wupn L@bw"u ub~ Sw4wL n L@{IL"Li ~ qwpaub L n L 
bn4~p~ qpt.lnLu~ 2bqp, np~tuqp l4w2~wuqt ~b)pq wqwmnL@ptu~: 

~b)w~wn Stp, b@t npn2tp wLL~wm @nqnLL ~nL~{Iu qpunL
tlf!, 4~· ~Lqpbup L4wmbgtp qwJL ~nL~hu Swtwmwpt.fnt@bw"u bt 
~pwfuntuw~wL wpiiiWJWJIIInt@ptL~ 2bp ULdp"u bL U'wJr. U@nn u. 
tftl{lwau{l "114wmuwup: r 

l,wf1npqb[ntJ qwJu, t.ILuul r SwtlpnJp ~bS{Iq U. UfnJL 

flr'lrw~w"'J · w4Lwawupnt{' 

~'U: ~~' tl.~~ 
~wntu ~. ~pq. ULbmppbw"u 

l,nqbLnp l,nq{lt 
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His Holiness, Vazken I, 

VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 
PASTOR 

PHONEi 569-3405. 

June 29, 1982 

Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians 
Holy Etchmiadzin 
Armenia 

Your Holiness: 

* SOUTHFIELD. MICHIGAN 48075 

In 1975 and 1976 the Unity Committee of the Eastern Diocese of the 
Armenian Church of America thought they had reached what they felt was a 
concrete meth~d to achieve a unified Diocese of the Armenian Church of America. 
Those methods under the title "Guidelines f.o.r ·the Unification of the Armenian 
Church: of America"- were presented to the 73rd and 74th Anmial Diocesan 
Assemblies respectively. · 

· Honest and sincere disagreement with the methods of implementation 
suggested for unity was the position of our Parish and proved to be the will 
of both Diocesan Assemblies. 

Your Holiness' letter dated November 1981, addressed to the Catholicoi 
of the Great House of Cilicia and which recently was publicly revealed, has 
vindicated the judgement of our Parish which was steadfast in the determination to 
r~ach true _unity of the Church and not an artificial solution for the problem. 

The meetings scheduled for October 1979 in Holy Etchmiadzin with 
representatives from the Great House of Cilicia were accepted by our Parish as 
we considered them the most exacting method to resolve Your Holiness' Five-Point 
Program, to unify with our separated brethern in America and ~eal the open 
wound that has scarred us all. 

For many the joint communique issued following those meetings was 
enough to declare the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America unified without 
reservation. Our Parish was willing to wait, not rush to judgement, and follow 

· the leadership of Your Holiness and proceed slowly towards unity. 

Your Holiness' letter to the Catholicoi of the Great House of Cilicia 
proved to ratify the wisdom of our Parish which was unwilling to accept cooperation 
disguised as unity. Our Parish stood to uphold the integrity of the hierarchal 
structure of the Armenian Church worldwide and consequently accomplish true and 
unadulterated unity in the Armenian Church of_America. 



Recently at the 80th Annual Diocesan Assembly held in New Britain, Ct., 
, there were forces who misdirected the faithful and misrepresented the position of 
·~-Your Holiness·. With great haste, the Assembly concurred with the document "Guide

lines for the.Unification of the Armenian Church of America." Our Parish believes 
these guidelines are not sound of structure and will lead to further division 
in the Armenian Church of America. The guidelines will not achieve the fundamental 
oneness we seek but rather accomplish only cooperation with our separated 
brethern - a position we do-not believe strengthens the Armenian Church of 
America. 

The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America must once and for all 
accept itself as an indivisable part of the Holy, one Apostolic Universal 
Orthodox Armenian Church under the spiritual and administrative leadership of 
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and of Your Holiness and act accordingly. 

Therefore be it resolved that: 

:St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit, Michigan acting in 
accord with its allegiance to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and His Holiness 
Vazken, I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and in support of 
His Holiness' efforts to accomplish the fundamental oneness of the Armenian 
Church, respectfully and humbly beseech His Holiness that the Diocesan Officers 
be directed to defer any further meetings with any committees of the Separated 
Brethern on the subject of the unification of the Armenian Church of America, until 
such time that the issue of the Spiritual supremacy of leadership and other 
religious - administrative ·principals are resol~ed in word and practice to the 
satisfaction of His Holiness, and that this deferment stay in effect until such 
time the Diocesan Assembly is notified by His Holiness to resume official 
meetings for reunification. 

With filial love, we remain your faithful servants and children of 
the Holy Mother See of Etchmiadzin. 

Parish Assembly 
St. John's Armenian Church 
Southfield, Michigan 

of Greater Detroit 

~/?//~'_·_ 
Mr. Arthur Mardigian:-~~~ 
Parish Council 

~ 

Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian 
Pastor 

Souren Aprahamian, ·Secretary 
Parish Council 
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Hill of both Diocesan Assemblies. 

Your Holiness' letter dated November 1981, addressed to the Catholicoi 
.• 

Jf the Great House of Cilicia and which recently was publicly revealed, 

1as vindicated the judgement of our Parish which was steadfast in the 

Jeterrnination to reach true unity of the Church and not an artificial solution 

·=or the problem. 

The meetings scheduled for October 1979 in Holy Etchmiadzin with 

'epresentatives from the Great House of Cilicia were welcomed by our Parish 

:s we considered them the most exacting method to resolve Your Holiness' 

'ive-Point Program, to unify with our separated brethern in America and 

1eal the open wound that has scarred us all. 

For many the .joint communique issued following those meetings was 

nough to declare t.he Diocese of the Armenian Church of ~-rnerica unified 

ithout reservation. Our Parish was willing to wait, not rush to. judgement, 

nd follow the leadership of Your Holiness and proceed slowly towards unity. 

Your Holiness' letter to the catholicoi of the Great House of Cilicia 

roved to ratify the wisdom of our Parish which was unwilling to accept 

ooperation disguised as unity. Our Parish stood to uphold the integrity 

f the hierarchal structure of the Armenian Church worldwide and consdquently 

ccomplish true and unadulterated unity in the Armenian Church of America. 



,, ~cently at the 80th A.Qnua;L Diocesan Assembly held in New Britain, Ct., ' ~ . 

there '~re forces ~ho misdirected the faithful and. misrepresented the 
._ .... f •• 

position of Your Holiness. With great haste, the Assembly concurred with 

the document "Guidelines· for the Unification of the Armenian Church of 

America." Our Parish believes these guidelines are not sound of structure 

and will lead to further division in the Armenian Church of America. The 

guidelines will not achieve the fundamental oneness we seek but rather accom-

plish only cooperation with our separated brethern - a position we do not 

believe strengthens ~he Armenian Church of America. 

The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America must once and for all 

accept itself as--an indivisable part of the Holy, one Apostolic Universal 

·Orthodox Armenian Church under the spiritual and administrative leadership 

of the Mother.see of Holy Etchmiadsin and of Your Holiness and act accordingly 

Therefore be it resolved that: 

St. John's Armenian Church of Greater De~roit, Michigan acting in accord 

wit~ its allegiance to the Mother See of Holy.Etchmiadzin and His Holiness 

Vazken I, Supreme Patri'arch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and in support 

of His Holiness' efforts ~o accomplish the fundamental oneness of the 

Armenian Church, respectfully and humbly beseech His Holiness that the 

Diocesan Officers be directed to de,fer any further meetings with any commit-, 

tees of the Seperated Brethren on the subject of the unification of the 

Armenian Church of America, until such time that the issue of the Spiritual 

supremacy of leadership and other religious - administrative principals are 

resolved in word and practice to the satisfaction of His Holiness, and that 

this deferment stay in effect until such time the Diocesan As~embly is 

notified by His Holiness to resume official meetings for reunification. 

With filial love, we remain your faithful servants and children of 

the Holy Mother See of Etchmiadzin·. 

Parish Assembly 
St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
Southfield, Michigan-
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ifhece ~ere fqrces'who misdirected the faithful and misrepresented the 

po~ition of Your Holiness. With great haste, the Assembly concurred-with 

the document "Guidelines for the Unification of the Armenian Church of 

America." Our Parish believes these guidelines are not sound of structure 

and will lead to further division in the Armenian Church of America. The 

guidelines will not achieve the fundamental oneness we seek but rather accom-

plish only cooperation with our separated brethern - a position we do not 

believe strengthens ~he Armenian Church of America. 

The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America must once and for all 

accept itself as."an indivisable part of the Holy, one Apostolic Universal 

Orthodox Armenian Church under the spiritual and administrative leadership 

of the Mother.See of Holy Etchmiadsin and of Your Holiness and act accordingly 

Therefore be it resolved that: 

St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit, Michigan acting in accord 

wit~ its allegiance to the Mother See of Holy_Etchmiadzin and His Holiness 

Vazken I, Suprem~ Patri"arch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and in support 

of His Holiness' efforts to accomplish the fundamental oneness of the 

Armenian Church, respectfully and humbly beseech His Holiness that the 

Diocesan Officers be directed to de,fer any further meetings with any commit-

tees of the Seperated Brethren on the subject of the unification of the 

Armenian Church of America, until such time that the issue of the Spiritual 

supremacy of leadership and other religious - administrative principals are 

resolved in word and practice to the satisfaction of His Holiness, and that 

this deferment stay in effect until such time the Diocesan As~embly is 

notified by His Holiness to resume official meetings for reunification. 

With filial love, we remain y·our faithful servants and children of 

the Holy Mother See of Etchmiadzin·. 

Parish Assembly 
St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
Southfield, Michigan 
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ASSISTANT PAST<;>R 

VERY REV. FR. PAREN AVEDIKIAN 
PASTOR 

VERY REV. FA. PAPKEN ANOUSHIAN 
STUDENT PRIEST 

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 569-3405 * SOUTHFIELD. MICHIGAN 48075 

INVITATION 
TO 

SPECIAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

June 1, 1982 

ST. JOHN'S ARMENIAN CHURCH OF GREATER DETROIT 

TUESDAY, JUNE 22, 1982 at 7:30 P.M. CHURCH CULTURAL HAJ:,L 

AGENDA 
1. Invocation and Call to Order 
2. Verification of the eligibility of members and quorum. 
3. Unity Guidelines adopted by the 80th Diocesan Assembly 

held in New Britain,· Conn. on May 6-8, 1982. 
4. Appeal to His Holiness regarding the Unity Guidelines 

adopted at the 80th Diocesan Assembly. 
5. Pastor's closing message. 
6. Adjournment~ 

7. Benediction. 

Arthur s. Mardigian Very Rev. Fr. Paren Avedikian 
Parish Council Chairman Pastor 

·rncluded is pertinent information xegarding the issue • 
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TRANSLATION OF A LETTER RECEIVED FROM HIS HOLINESS VAZKEN I 
SUPREME . PATRIARCH . AND . CATHOLICOS . OF . ALL . ARMENIANS . ~ . ETCHMIADZIN 

ETCHMIADZIN, October 15, 1979 

Dear Archbishop Manoogian: 

We enclose for your information a copy of the "Communique" dated October 
12, 1979, which was issued by the Committees of the Mother See of Holy Etchmia
dzin and the Catholicate of the Great House of Cilicia, and comprises the 
conclusion of their sessions of October 4 - 9, in which Your Eminence parti
cipated as a member of the Committee of Holy Etchmiadzin. 

In this "Communique", as well as in the minutes of the separate sessions, 
the conclusions of the above-mentioned Committees are inscribed as desired 
goals. The complete realization of those goals in due course will make it 
possible to restore the legality and internal unity of our Church and construc
tive cooperation between this Holy See and the See of Cilicia. 

We believe that the principles clarified and formulated by the Committees 
are an important first step and can serve as a foundation for future consulta
tions and undertakings. They can play a vital role in neutralizing finally 
the dangerous situation which has prevailed since 1956. 

Naturally, until the official and actual achievement of these much
desired goals, throughout the entire Armenian Diaspora, the state of affairs 
which has prevailed until today will remain unchanged. 

The enclosed "Communique" may be published. 

We pray for the stability of our Holy and Apostolic Church, and for the 
unity of our Christian people. 

With greetings of love and blessing, 

VAZKEN I 
CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS 


