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‘Revarend Diran Papasian

Pastor

Preaident of Parish Counoil
t. John'as Armenian Churoh of

Creater Detroit

AN I 22001 Northwastern Highuway

i , Southfiald, uiohisan 48076

Deay Pather Diran:

Ve have raceived ths letter of November 8th
T . whiok was aent to ua by your Parish Counoil; we ware
o ' pleaesed basause it bore the kind of apiri? necessary far
- ‘ effeative servioe in our Churoh. The letter reaahed ue
tn time for soneideration at the Diocaesan Couneil Meeting
whioh was held on Novembar 1llth,

. Ve will acoede to your request to esay dhe
deatsion we had announced in our letter of Novenmber fnd,
Ve will not ravoke our deoision at this time, but will

“aonatider sueh action when we and the Diovoceaan Counoil are
oonvinosd that the goosommodation decided upon 4a baing
inplemented effeotivaly.

In aooading to your raquest, we diress that you
and your Parish Council meet as asoon and as often as
posaible Joinsly with your Dicsssan Delegates to evolve
the working agreement peferred to in your resolution. Ve
‘will appoint Arohbishop Sienm Manaogian to preside over
theae soasions, and Mw»., Daniel Shahan to okair them.

foontinued)




 pepresentative of the Parish Counail shou

Reveraend Dipran Papanian Xovembar 1€, 1071
Page 2

Buah an agreement ahould be worked out prior to

‘oum next Dicaesan Counoil Meeting which ie aset for

Deaenbey 16th. The apreement ahould be forwarded to us,
and at soms aonvenient date prior to tha gﬁth, you and a
H meet with us
a® our headquarteres here in Yew York for personal disoussions
before aonaidaration by the Dicassan Couroil.

In your diecussions, and indeed, in all relation-
ships between Parish Couneils and pastors evarywhere, we
urge that one fundamental oconcept never bs loat sight of--
that the Parish Counoil withr the paastor as preaident, is a
single authority, one body. Too often {s the Parish Counecil

regardad e a separate entity and the pastors as anmother,

This {dex, even when not exprassed, {s wrong and harmful.
Responsidtlities and Jutiss may be divided and assigned for
aonvenienas and effioienay, but $he Churah must vramain with

© only one govarning group--the Pariah Counotl aa a unit.

Nos the prieat alons, nos the Chairman alone, not she Tivan

alene, but the Counoil as a untit.

Por amamplae, meeting {mvitatione and gll offieial
jetsors should bead the signatures of the President, Chairman
and Jaecretary. The Parish Counoil Mesiing. Agenda shouid be
prapared by the Preaident and Chairman and Seoratary, jointly.
411l aations, in faot, musé be based on the bacia view of the

‘Parish Counoil as a asingle authority.

8t. Johr's Armentan Churoh is ons of our great

' parishas and an exzanple to oshare in our Nicoese. Ve must

gtve it she leadership it deservas, beth for its own good
and she good of all our Diococese.

It {a within she pover of your Parish Counail te
do this; we hope and pray that you will meet this ohallenge,
as we know you oan.

Praysrfully,

Arokhbishop Torkom Manoogiam
Primate

es: Hie Eminenos
Arohdishop Siom Mamoogilan

N», Dantiel Shahan
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St. John's Armenian Chureh

OF GREATER DETROIT

REV. DIRAN PAPAZIAN
VERY REV. PAREN AVEDIKIAN
PASTORS

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 356-1910 * SOUTHFIEL.D, MICHIGAN 48075

November 8, 1971

The Most Rev. Archbishop Torkom Manoogian
Primate of The Eastern Diocese of The Armenian
Church of America and President of The Diocesan Council
630 Second Avenue
New York, New York 10016

Your Grace:

Upon receipt of your letter dated November 2, 1971, the
Parish Council of St. John's Armenian Church of Greater Detroit
was convened in a speclal meeting on Friday, November 5, 1971,
to read and discuss it.

Following a thorough review of the countents of the letter,
the Parish Council passed a formal motion which they considered
would be in the best interest of the parish. The motion which
Wwas approved unanimously by the nine members present (two were
absent), reads as follows:

"The Pastor (Fr. Diran) and Parish Council

of St. John's Armenian Church have agreed

to settle their differences and to become
reconciled for the good of the parish. 1In
the spirit of Christian charity and forbear-
ance they will forget the past and adopt a
working agreement of mutual accommodation
which will, when finalized, be presented to
the Primate and Dliocesan Council for approval
and ratification.”

In order that we may proceed without delay to implement
the provisions of this motion, we respectfully request a stay

of the planned actions as contained in your letter until such
time as you evaluate and approve our action.

Asking your blessings.
Respec?fully, )
WW Pastor and Pregident of the Parish Counmcil
Michael Megreglan <:§§§§7&§?§%E?%ﬁﬂxj

Chairman of the Parish Council Secretary of the Parish Council
gec*r W, (M goan e afe Che*=  of the T rger . ( y-~"1



