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d·~~ng was opened 1at 12 c )0 by Der Pa!'ee Met jian with a 

·.· _fi~ar.er. . 7 5 memb:e~s w~z:e present.:~ . • • 

.,;:1:· Mr. Jon Najarian. our Pati,sh Council ~dhairman, annouJt~,ea 
/ 'that only 1975 paid¥ up rn~mbers can va>te, but that wone was. 

tO ·:•.take part in th~' dis¢ul8sions. ; , · · ·· "' 

' ' 

:·J'~rrY.Dori.abe<lian thanked\he FeasibiiitY: Committee for the . . 

'IIIC>Tul~rt'ut repo t't they had prepared and sent to the Pari shioner·s • • ;··.,·.· .. ·· ... · ..... · ...•.. •.~·.·.· .•.. ·.·.•.·. ·•:··.··.· ... :.i •. ·.*.:,:; .. ~.· ;~; 
Jon;Najarian explained Why the Expani'scn Program hed been mod,t;,;; ; 

:~ e~0:~rt~: r F:::~:i ~:: ~;m~~; ~e : 0 
~~ ~; s b~~ ;::~;~ report. to • •· ~~ (i)~ 

Maker cla;ssrooms, renovate hall and purchase property 
next door. 

' . - . 

Ed Torosian made motion 'to accept the Feasibility R~port 
.. Motion was seconded and carried. 

_Jon Najarian stated that Mr. Sarkis Bedevian and Der Paree 
· Metjian met with Mr. Edwarj Mardigian, Pre~ident of the AGBlJ 
Central. Committee of America; Mrs. Arrnenine Sapah-Gulian, AGBU 

· Youtl) Director; and Mr. Haigaz Mekhalian, Executive. Director .. , 
of the AGBU on Monday, Sept. 27th, at 2 PM at the AGBU Office· 
in.N.ewYork City. The.purpose of this meeting was·to exchange 
unofficial dia,loe-ue as to the possibility of AGBU fina.ncial 
assistance in building a Community Center on St. Leon premises;.· 

The report of t.his meeting was read by Mr. Bedevian~ 

.need for ·such a co'mmunity center in New Jersey is: 

·:New.infiux of people . 
Estimated 20 to JO;OOO Armenians live; in the area •.. 
There are four established communities inN; J. 
At present such a facility does not exist. 

· St~ Leon has a preferred location because: 

Availablli ty of l<lnd 
Central location 
Easy access 
Parish expansion project 
'Community-wide support 

. : - . -

It wa:s resolved that a joint st. Leon-AGBU Committee be forrned. 
consisting· of J members from St. Leon and J members from AGBU 

theneeds of the Armenian Community inN. J. and to 
proposed Community Center master plan. 
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( Contiriued) 

' wi]\1. agree upon the ·,terms; a;s to how this proposed 
financed; ~nd will V.OJ'k ou~ pther rel~ted matt.ers. 

• ~- l i . 1'!:' -;., 

·· ·Final plans will h1e sub')'litted to th~ ,Parish Co.uneiu)&•and to 
the Par~sn Assembl\.Y of $-ti. Leon and; to t~e; AGBU ·central Committee · 

. for the~r appro Valf· t . ' 1 

'J'o~: .Najarian further stated that this was merely 'an informal . 
·· · mEteting and that it was .the recommendation of the Parish Council. 

that St. Leon Parish Assembly accept this report as presented • 

. Harry Zor."lia:t made a motion to accept the report and Jerry Done.-. 
bedian seconded that motion. · Motion was passed. 

Mr. N~jarian stated that the Diocese is aware of the preliminary 
diset!ssioh and that they will be kept informed on the progress; 
although we do not have its. official approval. This is merely 
a preliminary discussion and not binding in any way •. 

The recommended proposals of the Parish. Council to the Parish 
Assembly were then discussed: 

l. Purchase approximately 1·1/4 acres of adjoining property for 
$40,000 maximum. 

-: .. 
2. Conduct negotiations with AGBU to build a joint corrmunity 

center. 

If AGBU negotiations come to negative conclusions -
with construction qf an approximately 3,000 sq. ft. 
building and refurbish downstairs hall at a maximum 
of $150,000 including the cost of land in 1) above. 

proceed . 
classroom 
exped i ture 

/\:, 

·If. If AGBU negotiations come to a positive conclusion, call a 
'·new P~rish Assembly meeting for further deliberations. 

s. Parish. Council is given the authority to appoint co!llnittees 
·and committee members as required to carry out 1-4 above• The 
Building Committee appointed by the Parish Council for the 
classroom building will be ratified by the Parish Assembly at 
the next scheduled As~embly m~etirig or~ special Assembly 
meet.ing called by Parish Council. 

Mr. Charles Pinajian made a .motion to go ahead with the. purchase 
01 the a.djoining property .with or without AGBU financing. 
Motion was seconded and passed • tv::,~ ,·J /S V-:.1. )::. t- • 1 . . .. · . ·. J. 0 .·. 

:, : ; ·' ·/ :. -..... il t~ ,At .t'li ~ V' {) ¥ 1 . • .. 
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to ehcomp~ss Propo.sals ·· 2-5 ' 
Kapoi$.n s$do:nded the motion · 

l l 

Leqn' Hodejian made ltpe f~~lowing mot}~n: "': 
... · .. · .... ·.·. • ·.· . . . . . ·.~ . ' r-.. :1. . • . -~ • .r. ;. 

',.":: ... _·-: : ~. •• ··, J_ • t .~ 't ~ . ::. .· -- . ~. ~ 

"lfe.i)~gcept the memorta:hdumf ais di.stri buted taci'i:ty • 

. .. 1-'~.iive th~.Parish Council of St .. Leon authority to appoint· 
· .a ]'tf~go"tiations Commi ttE!A. 

A~~ther Parish Assemtly be cal1ed within 2-3 months to get . 
·:r.tn'al recommendations of. the Parish Council and Negotiations 
Coromi ttee to determine the future action of our Parish. 

E. G" Pab~ian .seconded the motion. 
~~ j -

Paree.Metjian would like #) Prorosal to read as 
an amendmen·t of Mr. Hodejian' s motion: 

· · < If AOBIT.riegotiations come to negative conclusions - proceed with · 
>iplans of· construction for approximately 3, 000 s-q .. feet. classroom · 

bUilding and ref'urbish downstairs hall at a maximum expenditure 
· of $150,000 Jncluding the cost of land in 1 above, and submit . 

said p:Lans to ·Parish Assembly for approval. · ·· 

.. ·'lr'. Ho:dejian\.amended his motion to 'incl. ude~· Der Paree' s rewording 
o.f· .. ·.Propos.a1 No.· 3. · .. ·. 1 7') ..... ·, . · • ,.,. .. ·I ;::J-1· .·"".·~r';,-,.!:.~ .. , ··• •.. . . ~ .. :· ·i · · . I ·. I . I < . ,, . • .• , I . . tLof . . 
Motlon .was carried,'··~it/ l}h~·· h:c.!· vr; r(/o, \J .

1 -~- .· · ~::;~r .. --·.· 
... 

.. • Der Pa.ree ma:de a motion to. authorize the Parish Council .to appoint 
'. a Building Committee and to consider it the 1 egal Corrmittee to .. 

· ::ao the preliminary work until the . .Jan. Parish Assembly. Motion · 
.was passed after it .was seconded. 
. . . . 

·.· .. Mr. Peter· KalBmkerian made a motion a.rld it was secor.ded and carried·. 
:that no AGBU member be on the Negotiations Committee for St. Leon. 

· ., ·' . . .,.Jo '(1' e·c:: t t'-•J · · 

· &On Ueae j:tan .made a motion that the maximum sum of $5, 000 be ap..; 
· :proved for use by the Building Coir..mi ttee to draw up. plans and 
. specifications far the 3000 sq. ft. addition, provided the Nego­

. tiations .Committee discussions with AGBU fail. It was seconded 
··.by Sarkis Soul tanian and the motion was carried. 

· SundaySchool has 8o students and Armenian School has· added 20 
new students. 

·. Dei" P9.ree stated· that we must be positive in our thinking and 
· hat this :Project with the AGBU can only succeed it we work hard 
.:and only optimism takes us forward. We should have vision an,:d 
·\foresight and the future of the Community will go ahead if' we 

.··put the little things in second place. We should have a goal and 
· ·.we will accomplish this goal if we all pull. together. He needs 

· ,()Ut' ·constant cooperation and help ·ahd we cannot succeed without 
··. 00% support of our parishioners. 

eAssembly was adjourned at 2t30 P.M. after a c_losing Pf~· er. ··, •· 
Respectfull,X subm1.t ~e<j, . ,: . 

·~ =~ -:- Secretary f.._y,,~ · · -<J.Lf.· :'!."'" .• 

.. 


