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PARISH COUMCD. OF ST. LEONCE- ARMENIAN 

CHURCH OF PA~N. N. J. 

Mampre Archbishop Calfayan 
630 Second Avenue 
New York New York 

' li> 
Your Holiness: 

135-Sl BLOOMFIELD A VENUE 

Confirming results of the Special Parish Assembly ef St. Leon's 
Armenian Church at which you presided March 2, in Paterson, we 
wish to forward the resolution and results of the voting. 

At a duly authorized Special Assembly of 76 members of St. Leon's 
Armenian Church, in good standing, it was resolved and unanimously 
accepted by vote, to (1) purchase approximately three acres of 
land on Saddle River Road, Fairlawn, N. J. immediately, and (2) 
authorize the Parish Council and Special Committee to make the 
necessary arrangements to sell present church building and property, 
as well as rectory building and property. 

We respectfully submit this information for your formal approval 
to confirm your verbal inspection and approval of our plans. The 
foregoing resolution represents the years of effort and planning 
since 1952,-when you approved our intention to move to a more 
suitable location to meet the needs of our parish, especially th• 
youth. 

Again, we respectfully urge you and the Dioeasan Council to 
expedite any discussion so that we JBay have your pr~mpt formal 
confirmation of our plans. 

Respectfully yours, 

~ll~ 
John Nakashian 
Chairman, Parish Council 



PARISH COUNCU. OF ST. LEOHCE ARMENIAN 

CHURCH OF PATERSON, N. J. 
135-51 BLOOMFIELD AVENUE 

April 25, 195g 
His Grace, Mampre Archbishop Calfayan 
President of the Diocesan Council 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 

Your Holiness: 

In view of the decision of the Diocesan Assembly as 
expressed to us by Mr •. Y. Agajanian on April 21, during 
his unofficial visit .to our Dinner Dance Committee meet­
ing, the committee decided to can.cel this fund-raising 
affair planned for May 1a. We have decided on this course 
of action inspite of the fact that many commitments have 
been made, the cancelation of which involves monetary loss 
as well as certain loss of prestige and goodwill to St. 
Leon's. 

We are sincerely desirous to do all we can to support 
the Tenafly group's efforts to form a church. 

It is the decision of St. Leon's Parish Council, after 
long and careful consideration of all the circumstances, 
to proceed with the desires of our parish members as 
expressed in Special Assembly in the presence of the 
Primate and also to go along with the advice of our 
two real estate experts, to retain the property to 
which we are already committed in Fairlawn. 

With sincere wishes for your spiritual and physical 
well-being, we remain, 

ast 

Ffu;;;~ 
John Nakashian 
Chairman, Parish Council 



May '· 19.58 

St.· Leon'a Anaeaiaa Qaul'c:b. Put..h CcNacll 
Mr. Ia ••• Maa-ootb.a. Chatman · 
ato Getty AYeaue 
htenoa, New Jersey 

Dear Nr. ·· Marootiant 

.. you mow the Choir Auoclaticm b.- a 
Seainar eftry year, llbet.e c:b.aHa and. lec:tul'ea are 
•i•en .oa the Biltory of the Ar.aeaian Chur~b. 

ilur nu~olosic:al atu<teata ot'tea camaot 
atteacs the Sf,Sillara anc:l belle/it lroa the el..Ua 
and leeturea, aiaee tbeie ia not a fund a•ailable • 

. Deacon Aatr&Dii HallaJiaa will part~c: ipate 
at aaid ••inar after your auAClay ehueeb aei'Ylce, u4 
will return 'em tile .28th of Juae in or4er to ....-. 
hia parilh du~te.. 

We hope your pariah council will eooaider 
thit •ttel', alld pay hall of hit apeuea the eua cl 
$2.5 .oo, aU.Ce the total npeae will be sso.oo. 

Mupre Archbiallq, Callayaa, Pdaate, 
Dloeeae ol the A•enian atul'eb ol Allerlea 

'···--'<'~~~ 
.,:~· 

• 



... ~·· ........ Qaucll 
WR...,UWA.-. 
Pate~. Mew J•rMY 

.CI"DDrrl<»l: 'PU18b C.O.Cil 

»ue to -,..&4aa.1e cil'c.a'taiiCea. I ~ aot ....., 
yeu letter ..._..idaa u t• tlae Jaetaa •m1ry el' lt. te.•a 
Cbucola. · 

, .U you laaew, .U. tb41 Be~pa COUaty 'raellf .-, a ... 
Aalellid Cburcb i.a to be btiUt. Ia 01:\tex t;o &wid _, r.U.auades-­
ataad1a;a the &ODiui o! tbe Pateraoa Cbu{cb aDd tbe lcraea 
C..ty Oktm:la, X IM•eby atate .-& c-.fba tiiiiJt ttae .._.... 
to rms..,. of St. Leoa'a .u..aiam Claarcb ~ lLoutll 1111 u .a act 
tJr· ar predaceMO&:, Archou._., l'ina Nei'MJU• 



Kr. Joha Hakaahlaa 
209 27th St. 
ra.tr1awa, 1f.J. 

Dear llr. lfakaahlaat 

Pebraar~ 11, 1tl9 

A a per ov ••rbal coDTerlatioat arraar••nta. haYe 
beea •••• tot> »•aooa Aa,.l'aalt Ra11a3lan to, •. ,. 
'laalliagton oa P•brurr 21, 1989 aa4. lie Grao•, ·· Arcthbllhop 
S1oa llaaooslan will be uoag :rou oa tl:lat cla7 to 4eliv•r 
a ••naoa in your chwch. 

I tate tho opportuai t;y to thaat you ··tor ¥Our ,: ·· ·.· 
ap1ea4l4 receptloa. 70u c••• to Ill Orac• a.a4 to •• ·teat 
aigbt. It ••• a pl•·••ure to •••t. aucb a tara• 4•1•c•tloa 
of varioua sroupa of yo..- church uadeJ" th•.•••• root. · 
It waa aaaalna to ••• aucb •• enthutlau ahow.a by •••h 
tn:&4 every oae about the tu1ti11uat of· the 4utlea ._owarda 
their churoll. aatl for the t.etteraeat of th:e Ara•alan 
co-unity. . '~: 

Soorea Baaua11aa 
Di•oeaan Seoratary .. , 



PARISH COUNCIL OF ST. LEON'S ARMENIAN 

CHURCH OF PATERSON, N. J. 

July 28, 1959 

Arohbishbp Sion Manoogian 
The Diocesan Council 

135-51 BLOOMFIELD AVENUE 

The Armenian Church of North America 
314 East 35th Street 
New York, New York 

Your Gracea 

Referring to your letter in which you advised us of the 
contemplated visit by you to our community and your wishes 
to celebrate Holy Badarak on August 16th, we regret to 
advise that due to the fact that we have closed our Church 
for the two Summer months of July and August we humbly 
request that a new visitation date be selected. 

We realize that it may seem strange that we close our Church 
during any portion of the year, but without a regular Pariah 
Priest it is all we can do to keep our congregation apprised 
of the Sundays on which we hold Holy Badarak. With a majori­
ty of our congregation on vacation, this visit will not leave 
its due full significance, 

We also wish to apologize for the delay in notifying you of 
our decision which has been due to a series of misunderstand­
ings. 

We shall be looking forward to your advice of a new visitation 
date to our Church. 

Obediently yours, 

J::::-1~ 
President 

en 



PARISH COUNCIL OF ST. LEON'S ARMENIAN 

CHURCH OF PATERSON, N. J. 
135-51 BLOOMFIELD A VENUE 

His Grace Archbishop Si.on Kanoogian 
Primate of The Church of A1'menia 
President of The Dioce~an Council 
630 Second Avenne 
New York l61 linr York 

Most Rsver&Di Father a 

:Mr. Albert Mardirossian, until recently a 
member of our Parish Council., . tendered his resignation fran 
office in a letter dated April 28, 1960. Mr. l4ardirossian1s 
resignation hall been aocepwd.. 

We solicit your approval. to oftioe to .fUl 
the unexpired tem ot Mr. Jlardirosaian1 Mr •. Paul Haclrlgian1 who 
received the next; highest number of VO'lies tor CouncU member •t 
the recent Amm.al Parish .baembq eJ.ections. Please advise us 
of the Diocesan Council decision at your earliest comenience. 

~ "~cr1n ___ "") 
Ut!o" 

Respectful..q yau:rs, 
Parish Oouncil of St. Leon ts 

Armenian Clmrch 

~IJ 
Brant H. YOUSilo11.U,i:.I,ICU.l 
Secret&r7 



April 3, 1984 

lev. Fr. Carnlg Ba11ajlan 
Pariah Priest of St. Leon Ar•enlan Church 
And Prelldeat of the Parilb Council 
185 11oo.afie1d Ave. 
Pateraon, N.J. 

Dear Fr. Carnls• 

Plaa1e be ad.viled that 7our application for a Loan 
haa beell approved by ul aad the Board of !ruateaa of the 
Dioceaan 1 oan and Oraat ruad. 

F.ae1oaed, pleaae find a proalaaory note which ,ahould 
be executed aa fo11ova and '• returned to the Dioceaan 
Office t .. ediately. 

1. Inaert the date oa which the pro~iaaory note ia 
aigned at the place indicated by a check mark. 

2. The Prealdent of the Pariah Council and the 
Secretary ahou1d aica their reapeetive na~•• at 
the place ladicated 'b7 "a" and "b". 

8. On the reverae lide, endoraera ahould 111ft their 
namea aad the aaouat of' 11abilltr aaau•ed, and 
the total aaouat of the liability aaau~ed muat 
total the amouat atated on the race of the 
Proaiaaory Mote. 

I would like to eaphaalle that the truateea of' the 
Loan and Grant Fund expect the payment, of your loan of 
$1s,ooo.oo to be aade on the 30th 4117 of April 1986, aa 
it ia atated in your proaiaaory note•' otherviae the en• 
doraera are lia•te to aake the pav•eat in fu11. 

With paternal bleaaln11, 

SIOH AICHIISROP 
Priaate of the Dioceae of the Araenian 

Church of Aaerica 



urP.ns 'lbf"\nu'lbU us 
l.l198. b~b'lb811 

REV. ilL.tiitW[il[~~ PASTOR 

Arten Ashjian 
TEL. 791•1583 

&t. 14rnn ·s 
.Armtu tau Clttrurtb 

12·61 SADDLE RIVER RD. 
FAIR LAWN, N.J. 

TEL. 791·2862 

May 10, 1973 

Mr. Jack Antreassian, Executive Director 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Jack: 

This letter shall serve as a confirmation of a 
visit to St. Leon's Church, by His Grace Archbishop 
Torkom Manoogian, on December 1st and 2nd, 1973. 

On Saturday, December 1st, 1973, there shall be / 
a banquet commemorating the 25th anniversary of the I#. ) 
Ordination of Rev. Arten Ashjian, and on Sunday, / U ,( 
December 2, 1973, we would like His Grace to perform( 
Badarak. 

I shall forward details on the Saturday affair 
at a later date. 

JJN:bp 

Jon J. Najarian 
Chairman, Parish Council 



urPna \t~n~~b~~a 
1 u.aa. b~b'lbB~ 
Irten Ashjian 

REv./ri,J/./t( ,4/.o//,./J/J/. PASTOR 

TEL. 791•1583 

Mr. Jack Antreassian 

June 21 1 1973 

Executive Director, Armenian Diocese 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Dear Jack: 

&t. l!rnu"s 
Arwutau 0!1Jurtb 

12-61 SADDLE RIVER RD. 

FAIR LAWN, N. J. 
TEL. 791·ZB6Z 

Last winter I had picked up from the lobby of the Diocesan 
House a little brochure on St. Vartan Cathedral. It landed on 
my son's 2nd Grade teacher's desk just before St. Vartan 1s Day. 

In connection with promotional literature regarding the 
diocesan complex of buildings, I suggest that information be 
given on means ot public transportation to and from 630 Second 
Avenue, New York City. Also, tor users of private automobiles, 
information regarding places of parking •metered areas, nearby 
garages, parking situation on Sunday, etc.• can be very useful. 

Getting into Manhattan by automobile is usually a nerve• 
wracking challenge. Finding a par~ing space within three or 
tour blocks of the Diocesan Center can be a frustrating expe• 
rience, let alone the e~ense ot garage parking, if the motorist 
is not aware of "economy ·shortcuts. 

I hope that my suggestion will not necessitate the creation 
of a new department in the diocesan headquarters. 

Sine~:!) r. 

Der Arten Ashjia~ 



/ 

Twenty-two Yeoman Drive 
Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Grace: 

February 13, 1975 

On behalf of all the parishioners of St. Leon's, please accept 
our thanks for your participation in our Name Day Celebration. 

Your visits to us are always events of great significance in 
the life of our Parish. The importance of this visit was further 
enhanced by the burning of our mortgage. Your inspiring address 
will have the results, I am sure, of motivating our parishioners 
to improve our Parish life by addressing ourselves to solving 
some of the obvious needs which must still be met. The meeting 
with the leaders of the Church organizations renewed their deter­
mination to discharge their responsibilities in the best possible 
way utilizing the resources of the Diocese and the experience of 
other Parishes. 

We are particularly grateful that you were able to visit us after 
your grueling schedule of the previous weeks. The physical and 
mental demands of your Office must truly be great. The satis­
faction of furthering God's work must sustain you. We all pray 
for your health and well-being and thank you again for your 
spiritual leadership. 

Yours 
very tr~,[)~ 

aw 



Reverend Arten Ashj ian 
President of the Parish Council 
St. Leon's Armenian Church 
12-61 Saddle River Road 
Pair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 

Dear Father Arten: 

May 27, 1975 

As we had apprised you personally, and similarly informed 
ti1e Parish Council of the Racine Church, as well as Father 
Paree Metjian, who is also involved in the present reassignment, 
the date of your official departure from Fair Lawn parish will 
be August 18. 

On that date you will celebrate the Divine Liturgy as pastor 
of the parish, after which you will depart for Racine where you 
will celebrate your first Liyurqy on August 25, as the newly 
assiqned pastor of St. Mesrob Armenian Church. 

This schedule has been arranged to accord with that of 
Father Parae, who will be in Greenfield on Auqust 18, and arrive 
in Fair Lawn in time to celebrate the Badarak on Auqust 25. 

May the Lord guide our clergy in their pastoral work and 
enlighten the minds and hearts of our people to serve Him with 
devotion and understanding. 

cc. Mr. E. Georqe Dabaqian 
Chairman, Parish Council 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop 'l'orkom Manooqian 
Primate 



Mr. sam Avakian 
Chairman, Parish Council 
St. John Armenian Church 
7825 West Layton Avenue 
Greenfield, Wisconsin 53220 

Dear Mr. Avakian: 

M:ay 27, 1975 

t,'Je are aware that, with the arrangements completed 
to have Father Paree Metjian transferred to Fair Lawn to 
serve as pastor there, your parish will be left without 
a permanent pastor. 

It is a situation we will endeavor to resolve, in 
one form or another, at the earliest possible moment. 
The needs of our Diocese in this reqard continue to be 
critical, and some of our parishes must for varying 
periods of time share the spiritual services of our 
priests. 

Father Paree will celebrate his final Liturgy as 
your pastor on August 17, and will thereafter be assigned 
to the Fair Lawn parish where he will perform his first 
service on Auqust 24. 

We will in due course be in touch with you concerning 
the situation, the needs of your parish and how we might 
meet them. 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



The Reverend Paree Metjian 
Pastor, St. leon Armenian Church 
12-61 Saddle River Drive 
Fair Lawn~ New Jersey 07410 

· Dear Father Paree: 

July 20, 1976 

We would Hke very much to meet with your parish council and 
delegates to discuss matters of urgent concern both to your parish 
and to our Diocesa.n headquarters. 

We ask that you consult with your members and together deter­
mine_ issues we can consider and discuss to our mutual benefit. 

Since our time will 11ecessar1ly be Hafted to two or three 
hours, it might be wise to select issues 1n some order of priority 
so that we may be able to address ourselves to those that concern 
you roost. · 

We would appreciate it if you could arrange our meeting for 
iuesday, August 10~· 1976 at 7:30 p.m. · 

Please let us have your confirmation of this date as quickly 
as possible. 

cc. Parish Council Chairman 
Mr. Jon Najarian 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



u rP.n 8 rttltWt.~fl.tU. u8 t..U.88. tlltrttBJl 

Sl::p P.wpp .P.hGJ · lfl::p-fl.hwG, i..ntJ.p'-

ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH 
12-61 Saddle River Road Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 

Rev. Paree Meijian, Pastor 

Telephones: (Code 201) 
Church: 791 - 2862 
Rectory: 791- 1583 

January 3, 1977 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate of The Diocese of The 
Armenian Church of North America 
President of the Diocesan Council 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

We are in receipt of your letter of December 16, 1976 re­
questing our presence at a meeting on January 10, 1977. I 
would like to inform you that St. Leon will be represented by 
at least three members of the Parish Council and, of course, 
our Pastor. 

In reviewing the agenda submitted for that date we feel 
that it seems overly ambitious to accomplish all of the items 
on the agenda. We feel perhaps a full day type meeting on a 
Saturday or Sunday would be more in line for this type of 
agenda. 

In any case, we look forward to seeing you on January 10, 
1977 at 7:30 P.M. 

JJN:bp 

Encounter Christ with us-Reflect Him to others 
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ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH 
12-61 Saddle River Road Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 

Rev. Paree Metjian, Pastor 

Telephones: (Code 201) 
Church: 791 - 2862 
Rectory: 791- 1583 

Archbishop Torkea Maaooaian 
Diocese of the ~eniaa Church 
630 Second Aveaue 
llew York, Mew York 10016 

Dear Surpazan Hayr: 

Juae 21, 1980 

A Special Pariah Aaaeably was held on Friday, Juae 6, 
1980, in the church proper. 

OR the agenda was the proposed pla•• of tke Community 
Cater. The aaseably with 59 'fttila.a ~era in attendance 
uaaatmoualy approved the Proposed Beaelutioa. 

We subait the .tautes of the Special Pariah Assembly 
of the Community Ceater Project to the Dioceaaa Couacil 
for approval. Ia t~e the detail plana will be presented 
by the c..-ittee. 

I have enclosed the Minutes, the Agenda, and the flier 
aa presented to the Pariah Asaeably. 

Ptithfully yours, 

«~ 
Dorothy ramiaa 
Pariah Couacil Secretary 

Encounter Christ with us-Reflect Him to others 


