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Saint Ghevont (Leon)

The valiant priest, Ghevont of Vanant,
better known among the Armenians as Ghovent
Yeretz, was born in the village of Itchevan,
district of Vanant, at the dawn of the fifth
century.

His alert mind, affable manner and untiring
efforts attracted early attention and he was
ordained a priest before reaching majority.

He soon became a leader among his associates
and even his elders sought his friendship,
guidance and advice. After completing courses
in Armenian, he went to Byzantium to study and
returned in 434 to devote his life to service
to his people.

The political situation in Armenian, however,
was not conducive to cultural education in
peace. The king had been disposed, exiled to
Persia and jailed. The independence of Armenia
had been lost. Many nobles allured by bribed or
subjected to threats, lost their love for the
church and the country deviated from the glor-
ious path of Christianity.

The people needed a strong and courageous
leader. Ghevont took an active part in the
deliberations with the Persians and encouraged
the conference of bishops to send a firm reply
to his demands.

Truly, the answer contained a profound dec-
laration of faith from which, its said, 'no one
can shake us, neither angels, nor men; neither
sword, nor fire, nor water, nor any, nor all
horid tortures."

Ghevont was chief spokesman of a groun of

priests sent to persuade Vartan to assume leader-

ship in the movement for the defense of the
Armenian faith and homeland. Ghevont was there
on the battlefield.

Blessed be his memory!
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PROGRAM

Songs: "Hayoun Keylerke"
"Em Hyrenyaz'
""Sardarabad"

Directed by: Yerz. Angel Metjian
Accompanied by: Mrs. Sirvart Glastian

Chorus

Vartanantz Don ......... Harout & Garo Moumdjian

Medzen Vartan .......... Group Recitation

Tableau

Hazgerd
Alice Boudoughian

George Boudoughian
Nadya Cilingirian

Vasag
Hirair Kazanjian

Hagop Cilingirian
Debbie BRedevian

Vartan
Taline Kradiian

Drew Torigian
Darrvl Vartabedian

Ghevont (Leon)

Jonathan Najarian
Diane Kradjian

Glen Kaprielian

Shooshanig
Ani Stamboulian

Peggy Bedevian
Danielle Tashjian
A Reading Karin Yilanjian

St. Vartan Valiant Christian... Jason Ohanian

Vartanantz Hymn .................... Chorus
Prayer .................. Tamar Metjian
"Sardarabad"........... ... ... ..., Chorus

Wannes Agopian

GUEST PIANIST
Patricia Constantinian*

Sonata Pathetique..... Ludwin von Reethoven
Macedonian Mountain Dance... Alan Hovaness
Remarks ........c ... Rev. Paree Metiian

Address and Benedirtion
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian

+ o+ o+ o+ 4+ 4+ 4+

* Miss Patricia Constantinian was born in
Lebanon and started to study niano at the ase
of six, after moving to the United States with
her parents. She is ‘presentlv studying with
Nina Deutsch.

Patricia is the voungest member of the
International Svmphonv for World Peace, an
organization dedicated to encouraging world
peace, friendship and humanity through making
peonle aware and familiar with each other's
music and culture. She has chosen to join this
organization with the aspiration of promoting
Armenian culture, esveciallv niano music, in
a world where 'too few people even know what
'Armenian' means.

* * * * 0% * * * *

Our appreciation to:
Mrs. Hermine Menakian, Arm. School Principnal
Mrs. Barbara Hovsenian, Superintendent

There will be a hospitalitv, hosted bv St.
Leon Women's fuild. Please join us and meet our
guest clergv, talented students and guest nianist



