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VASKEN, SERVANT OF CHRIST, BY THE GRACE 
OF GOD AND THE WILL OF OUR PEOPLE, ARCH­
BISHOP AND CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS 
AND SUPREME PATRIARCH OF THE PREEMI­
NENT NATIONAL APOSTOLIC SEE OF ARARAT, 
ETCHMIADZIN. 

ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH, PASTOR, MEM­
BERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL AND TO ALL 
OUR FAITHFUL PEOPLE OF HOLY MOTHER SEE, 
ETCHMIADZIN AND FATHERLY GREETINGS AND 
PONTIFICAL BLESSINGS. 

By the Grace of God Almighty, you have consum­
mated the founding of St. Leon parish 50 years ago. 

It is a Jubilee, a spiritual victory in the bosom of 
God-loving American people, and a true jubilee, not 
only to your parish, but particularly to the Holy See 
of Etchmiadzin. 

We implore Heavenly Blessings upon your deceased 
Reverend pastors, Benefactors and Parish Council 
members for their souls. To this day, because of their 
loyalty, the church continues to be a house of prayer, 
situated in the City of Fair Lawn. 

On this happy occasion and in response to the re­
quest by your Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoog­
ian, we congratulate you and convey our Pontifical 
Blessings. We express our heartfelt wishes that 
Almighty God will always reserve and keep unshaken 
your house of worship, so that from her Holy Altar 
may radiate the bountiful Gifts of the Holy Spirit to 
all your faithful children and future generations for 
the Glory of God and the Armenian Apostolic Holy 
Church. 

"Peace be with you and live a holy life, because 
no one will see the Lord without it." Hebrews 12:14 
Amen . 

Vasken I 
Catholicos of All Armenians 

This encyclical was issued 
September 21, 1984 in the year 
of Our Lord and as per the Armenian 
Calendar 1433 at the monastery of 
Holy Etchmiadzin. 

HIS HOLINESS VASKEN I 
Supreme Patriarch, 130th Catholicos of All Armenians 
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate 

u.n-u.~'tlnr'l- ur~u.Q.u. 'l1 .:.or luOU-RC 
3.trl.fl'l1J-. ur~n8 ll.lit'-fl'lJI}..uU. 'l18 u'-lull.u8J-..fl3 

50-U.U'liU.'-IJ-.'tJ u.rHrJ-.J-.. 

~nq_t4wa mpwJum~hwup 4'nrt2matal2 :i>trtna]1 Uppng r)J:anaYJ-bwag b4hrthgtnjltwqum~h.wa 50-wuhw4~: 
nttt ~ut! ljpaut! walj_wpwa 4hrutn1.J. flutuUlutUlht np uhp <hlrtnl.{mpYJ-]1 quttut4atpma h4hrthgwutp, 

flutjphawutr m wqq_wutr nq_]1a 4~ 4hpU1mr ~ut!utuUlwatw!g b4hrth9tn! finlj_warra atrl2ht, ht h4hrthgw4wa 
4utqtiut4hrutm~]1taatpm u]12ngwt: 

~ut4utnut4 uhp <1nrtn1.J.mpYJ-]1a lj_]16ut4mwo wautpYJ-utp 6ut4utU1utq_p]1a' uhp q_n1m~]1taa m ra12am~rta~ 
4rgwo ta12 ututflututaht <ttJuuttnptuputp 2anp fi]1t uhp nuttutU1!2J1 G ht «!2rJ1uU1nuutG2utG 4 G]112n1.J.» 
upputq_npomwo uhp b4hrthg]1]1a, mp uhp nu4hrtGr4 thqmnlj_ hpq_mwo 2utPut4waatpa m utpUlutulUGmwo 
utfl_0~!2Ghp[! uJu]1ra-wputb m q oputgmguto hG uhq' lj_hpututp htm uhp q_n!utututWutP ]1 G ut2: 

UJuop, YJ-tutr tr4ral2 pwpO.pwgn'l utr rtrw!2utGiJ1tp U1to~12r SmG' ut1 ut4 flnq_tmr Jutrtra-wGw4 t' 
2wnmwo uhp utqq_utl]1G q_n1m~hutG ]1 GututUUl ufl_muto 6ut4utU1utuutpU1]1G ut2: 

Uta12 tj1wn12 4m Ulutal2 UuUlntbnJ np f"lp 2anpfiGhpnlj_ u]12U1 qopwlj_]1q_ 4waq_Gwo t uhp d-nrtn1.J.mpYJ-]1a, 
ht wGnp [!Ght Ulmutb t w1a pntnr q_npol:<r~· qnpu tJa12 4'mqtp np [!Gt]1G!2: 

Uhq]1 owGora- t utj<h.int :t>trtnG]1 Uppng f!_h.tnGYJ-hutGg b4hrth9tn! ututU1umra-]1ta[!, np ra12G]1G ubp 
d-nrtn1.J.mrYJ-r ututUlum~twa GuwGwUlruta t: tt>wra-J:!ruJ:!Gr ut2 4wqumwo tj1n12r fiwuw!G12t ll'J:! bt wG2m12 
utfl_Ota-ut1.J.ut!Pt uu_ oGmaYJ- utnutt ut!uopmutG putpq_uttut6 flutuut!Gl2[! bt q_hrtut4hpU1 b4hrtbg]1G m fiutuut!G!2ut!J1G 
4hYJ-pnG[!: bt ut!U opwq_]1p[! ]1putq_npomhgutt 2Gnpfi]1t fiuttutUluttnp, ]1uutuU1mG ht q_]1Ulut4]1g ut!G waYJ-wuabpmG' 

npnG12 GJ1tta-ut4utG m putpnJut4utG ututG qnfinrtmta-J1tG jutGiiG wnrG ht niJ1Gi JuGutjhgrG ]1phGg quttut4abpmG 
dumwGq_ iiq_htm fiwuwp 2ta m ututJbutn fluttfutjG!2 u~ m b4hrth.g]1 uu_: 

Ujuop f!_btnGYJ-butGg b4hrth9tn! 50-wuhut4]1 UloGut4utmwrm~]1tG~ ututf1l1112 4~ YJ-Gt l..nq_btnp l..nl{]1t]1a, 
b'Juw4wa JunpflmrYJ-ra, h4hrthgutltutG 4wquw4hrutm~bwGg ht pntnr utGYJ-uttfGhpmG lj_putJ an1a flwttuU1!2n1.J., 
nq_]1nlj_ ht JuutGYJ-utlj_wnm~hwup 2utpmaw4htm u4umwo WJU tuuU1mutowflw6nj m pwp]1 q_npb[!' pwpq_uttw6 
rit q_np omabutJ ututfihtm flwuwlal2r finq_bmp, 4r~w4wG, u2ut4nt~utJ]1 a m I! G4 bputj]1 a 4hutG!2[!: 

nruttu Unw2anpYJ- Uubp ]14ut!J1 l..w1ng 4'op fiata12 Uppn g f!_htn aYJ-twag b4hrth9tnJ pntnr 
fiu.ttu.tUlu.tghuttGhp[!, ht 4'utrtora-hG!2 np Stp[! u]12U1 wauwuwa utu.tfil:: l..u.tju.tumwGbu.tjg b4hrthg]1G, bt uhp 
fiwtu.tUlutghutt ctnrtnl{mpYJ-[! wnw2GnrYJ-t YJ-tutr finq_hmp Gnp pwpO.ma12atp: 

Ub.Ujm. 28, 1984, 'utn bnp:R, \d7. 

U]1pnJ nrt2mG]1t 
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HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN 
Primate, Armenian Church of America-Eastern Diocese 
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ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH 
Rev. Paree M etjian, Pastor 

50th ANNIVERSARY 
A YEAR OF JUBILEE FOR ST. LEON PARISH 

Our hearts are filled with joy and pride as we celebrate a half century of service to 
God and community. Our forefathers, deprived from their freedom of worship, founded 
St. Leon with deep faith and much sacrifice. Their example is a source of inspiration. 

St. Leon parish has an impressive record of many accomplishments: the purchase 
of the Paterson church in 1932, the consecration of a new church edifice in 1965, and 
the completion of a Community Center and Educational Wing in 1981. Our members 
have expressed their undying spirit to God through their continued noble deeds. 

Our Jubilee celebration is especially joyful because one of our former pastors, His 
Beatitude Archbishop Shnork Kaloustian, is honoring us with his presence. We are 
grateful to him, to all our former pastors and lay leaders for their divine guidance and 
deep sense of loyalty. 

I commend the members of St. Leon on this Golden Jubilee Anniversary. Let the 
beacon of hope provided by the Holy Spirit endow us with a clear spiritual vision in 
the years to come. 

Prayerfully, 

~~~·"~ 
Rev. Paree Metjian U 

'------ 12-61 Saddle River Road * Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 *Telephones: (Code 201) Church: 791- 2862 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 23, 1984 

Tb Reverend Paree Metjian and the Congregation 
of the St. Leon Armenian Church: 

'Ihe 50th Armiversary of the founding of the St. 
Leon Armenian Church is indeed a joyous manent in 
the life of your parish. I know that these past 
five decades have been filled with dedication, 
hard V/Ork, and growth, because I have been 
personally touched by the devotion that 
Armenian-Americans have for their Church. 

Both Nancy and I extend our sincere 
congratulations to you on this happy occasion. 
May you continue to enjoy the Almighty's blessings 
in nurturing future generations in Christian 
values and service. 



u rf\nB fl.bttWtJ~tu. uB ~u.sB. tltbfl.bBr 
Sl;r F~»r/t .P.t.tJ · lfl;pG.btut, 1,m/}L 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Leon: 

ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH 
Rev. Paree Metjian, Pastor 

Today we have the privilege not only to celebrate 50 years of our church's history, 
but also to pay tribute to all those who went before us, whose devotion and hard work 
made possible today's joyous milestone. 

It is well-known that St. Leon was established in Paterson in 1932, moved to Fair 
Lawn in 1965 and erected a Community Center and Educational Wing in 1981. Somewhat 
less known is the foresight and sacrifices of our forebears and ourselves that brought 
us to today's celebration. We have been blessed with priests whose vision and spiritual 
guidance have inspired us. We have been blessed also with countless dedicated 
members of the Women's Guild, Sunday School, Armenian School, ACYOA and other 
organizations striving for the improvement of St. Leon. 

I feel proud to have been a member of the St. Leon parish for these past ten years. 
When my family joined, there was the church itself and a house trailer-and talk of 
building a community center and better educational facilities. In just a few years that 
"talk" became a reality. Now there is talk of future goals. Who knows what ac­
complishments will be celebrated at our 60th anniversary! 

Today's celebration must be a reminder to us and also a challenge. We honor those 
that have gone before us and commit ourselves to those yet to come. As we begin our 
second 50 years, I pray that those who follow us cultivate the same willingness to serve 
their beloved St. Leon Church. 

Arthur Ohnikian 

a~~@~~ 
Parish Council Chairman 

'----- 12-61 Saddle River Road * Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 *Telephones: (Code 201) Church: 791-2862 

Parish Council 
Seated(/. tor.): Arthur Ohnikian, Chairman; Rev. Paree Metjian. 
Middle row: Sarkis Soultanian, Advisor; Dorothy Karam ian, Cor­
responding Secretary; Vahram Varjabedian, Advisor. Back row: 
Thomas Ashbahian, Assistant Treasurer; Noubar Jessourian, 
Advisor; Steven Kachigian, Treasurer; Roland Hepsen, Vice­
Chairman; Arto Vartoukian, Recording Secretary; John 
Chagachbanian, Advisor; Vasken Ohanyan, Advisor. 

Diocesan Delegates 
Charles Pinajian, Davie Tilbian, Rev. 
Paree Metjian, Zaven Dadekian. 
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I AM AN ARMENIAN 

I arn an Arm enttH1 
I belo ng to en <.1nc1enl ra"Ge 

Wl1oso roO!~ are '" tha swbsoli of 
~11stor y ;:;.r;u ·.vhone branches p1erce 
the s~<.y of mfJJl·s nopes. 

l havo known :g r}oral'ice anc worsh1ped 
false goc15 b ut onre ; SHW 
thO lig ht I have never W<llf€i1CC1 

fro m t~lE} paw o! l1u1n. 

My a lphabet was nat creNe~ for tJ;3 
bao lrngs of earth but 10 proc1aim 
the Word ot God. 

1 arn o! rve 
because r nave d~~:~d 

Natio ns consp rr·eo to d1g rny grcrve 
but I hol<l the scales cf jJJslica. 

I own no terntory 
but the GOJth is m111e. 

In th e ~lavery of gc:>vcrrnTlents 
I nrn fre1.'! , 

He whO touc hes fT1C 

touc h(lS Gou 
He who wrl lks W1tn me 

walks toward the l1ght. 
I am thP. Silent VOIC(~ 

that stl ll s the thLJndor of th e worl cJ. 
I ~m [l rlm OrrJJa l dus t 

and wrll co nsume tr1c worlcJ 
in tho firo ot lovo. 

(~~ 

Copyr lgtJt - Aov Vartan HAitvnian 

SOORP GHEVONT 

At the dawn of the 5th cen tury, Arrn en:o was an lndopondont na t: on ItS peor!e l lEid i riV9CiiCd 
an alphabet. translated th o Holy B1hl o and este.bl1 sMd thei r tirst wniversJly II v,as during 1hl:> 
era. known as the Golden Age of Literature. th at a promJS,IIIg ycur1~ rnan w~1S Qjda;nad e pnest. 
His name was Father GhevorH. He e r1 1erg$d as the mo~t o r,llDII tGnod IGD(Jer niter th e ctea11·,s 
of the great illumine1tors, St. Sahag <1nd St. Mesroh. The St. t_eon pr.wsh !S t,onored to be the 
only church in Amenca th at bears his rwrne 

In 432 AD, K1ncJ Ardn shos wo.s doposod , o>eilod arrO JCii leCI fr, F'ersia. The Persians were deter­
mined to destroy tile Chrl £t1ar11ty of Arme rw1 And eslab i!Sttlheir re: igion of qreA\'OI'ShJP Tt)g Per­
sians deliver ed an offici<.ll u lt1rnaturn . Fother GMv0111, Cl, ret spoko!>mO r'l , ~ra f ted a r;, m a~d 
dignified refusCJI . The Pcrs1J.ns we re cnr-aCJ ed Flnlll e \.>laS lfl 0 '11lBD ie_ Tho eioque nce uf Father 
Ghevont insp ired Gener~ l Vartan Man'liQOrllan to t n~e com ma r1 c1 to d e f~ncl the Ar mer11an Cl'Vi!l· 
tian rel 1qion and home l<~nd 

The Bnttle of Avar<m 1n ,15 1 1\D represents the fust nJilitary bOJtle IOu(J il! :r ' il10 dofo•""~SO 01 C 11r iS· 
tendorn in the h1story of tho world. 

On the eve of the b<:lttle. F<:tther Ghovor,t s tr~.sod th e Sll pre r;,e sacn l11;e o l Jes11S. berore ol­
ferinq the sacrament of Holy Comrnun1on . Dunng the ensurng ball le, GerH3raJ Varta(l was killed, 
and the Arrnen lan force s Collapsed . FAthe r G hcv6r1t wall<eci th rough the btl ttle!J&ICl. :Jdm:r::stcr· 
1ng last ritos to the dylll~J . He <~ nd ott>or SWVi vlni:J c lergy ,..,·e re captu rocl, Sll bJeCtL;d to ,;nbearablo 
tortures, itnd fmally put to death hy th o o;worcJ 

St. Ghevont's courageous spmt, patrrotrsm and rJnvotion to the Arrrwn ian C hurc h l1a.va been 
a source of pride and insp iration for fifteen te nturi ~;s. 

St. Ghevont 1s the patron saint of thP Armen1an clergy and IS rurn embereclt•No c:Jays I:JG fo:·o \lor·· 
tanantz Day when St. Vartan and the s p1r1tlJC1I victory of the Battle of Av<.1r a 11' OrQ co rnrJJ QJJiur£i lexl 



HISTORY OF ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH 

Before the turn of the 20th century, Armenians began to flee the persecution 
of the Ottoman Empire. Some settled in Paterson, the busy hub of the silk 
weaving industry. They arrived in small numbers with little money, fortified by 
an ancient heritage. 

In those days, there were no parkways, no turnpikes. The roads were long, 
which led from Paterson to Passaic County to Holy Cross Armenian Church, 
Union City. Between the years 1906 and 1930, Armenians made the journey by 
horsecar and trolley car to Holy Cross, the "mother" church in the New World 
of New Jersey, to worship, to wed and to ba~tize their children. 

So it was that the "Paterson Church," later to be consecrated St. Leon Arme­
nian Church, became the healthy offspring of the parent. 

The Armenians of Paterson rented halls and churches for occasional visiting 
clergy to celebrate liturgy and to administer the sacraments. Deacons also did 
their best to serve the community. By the late 1920's, the Armenians of Pater­
son desired their own church and pastor. Under the spiritual direction of the late 
Mampre Vartabed Calfayan, who later became Primate, a decision was made 
to purchase land for future use as a church site. The year was 1929. The project 
had to be abandoned because of the Depression. 

It was not until 1932* that a special meeting was held, presided over by the 
late Primate, Archbishop Ghevont Tourian. A fund raising committee was formed 
to purchase a church for the Armenians of Paterson whose number was ex­
ceeding 500. In that same year, St. Luke Episcopal Church on Bloomfield Avenue, 
Paterson, was purchased for $6,000. Despite a severe, world-wide depression, 
the entire mortgage was paid within two years. 

The congregation was to spend the next 33 years in this modest church, which 
offered a center for religious and cultural continuity. Annual bazaars, hantesses, 
Armenian and Sunday School classes, and youth activities were organized and 
conducted in the basement hall. During those years, the children cultivated their 
values. The church fathers and lay leaders faced the decision to build a larger 
church with a community center and educational facilities. The second genera­
tion helped to meet this challenge. 

In 1958, through the efforts of the parish council and the help of the late 
Haroutune Nakashian, three acres of land were purchased on Saddle River Road 
in Fair Lawn. The original plan was to erect a much needed community center 
and to follow it with the building of a new church. 

In January 1963, during the pastorate of the newly ordained Reverend Carnig 
Hallajian, priorities were reversed. The parish assembly created an executive 
building committee and authorized to build a church. Under the General Chair­
manship of E. George Dabagian, construction of the new church began in March 
1965. On September 19, 1965 Archbishop Sian Manoogian, Primate, consecrated 
the newly erected St. Leon Armenian Church in Fair Lawn. 

In the 16 years since the Consecration, the parish has continued to thrive. 
During the past decade Armenians leaving the political unrest of the Middle East 
have found a spiritual home to bridge the gap to life in the United States. They, 
in turn, have been a welcome impetus to the Armenian cultural life of St. Leon 
parish. The Church is the custodian of our heritage, which is being ingrained 
in yet another generation of parishioners. 

The challenge was again presented to a modest people, small in numbers, 
but groomed in faith, hard work, and sacrifice. On February 3, 1980, the parish 
assembly created an executive building committee to plan an expansion pro­
ject with Zaven Dadekian serving as General Chairman. On June 6, 1980, a 
special parish assembly authorized the Building Committee to proceed with con­
struction of the long awaited St. Leon Armenian Church Community Center along 
with the conversion of the existing hall into an Educational Wing. 

On November 9, 1980 Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate, blessed the 
site of the proposed Community Center. Contracts were signed with Joseph A. 
Natoli Construction Co., Pinebrook, N.J. on December 9, 1980. Following the 
plans of Thomas Ashbahian, project architect with the firm of Mario B. Cam­
marano, Ridgewood, N.J., the construction was begun and completed on 
schedule. 

The parish life has continued to flourish with the additional classrooms and 
spacious Community Center facilities. For the first time in its history, St. Leon 
hosted the 82nd Annual Diocesan Assembly May 3-6, 1984. Banquets, weddings, 
Diocesan programs, plays, concerts, even a retreat (Women's Guild held its sec­
ond annual retreat in the Community Center January 1983) have steadily filled 
the calendar since the completion of the Community Center. 

.It has been said that one generation travels on the achievements of another. 
We offer humble prayers on the eve of this celebration, that these historic and 
glorious years will inspire everyone. May the fellowship of the Holy Spirit remain 
with the St. Leon family and continue to illuminate the path that its posterity will 
travel. 

*Actually, we are in the 52nd year. 



April 22, 1934 

October 5, 1941 

May 1, 1949 

February 1950 

February 1~p4 

May 22, 1960 

April 10, 1965 

January 1966 

Ladies Aid Society founded (now called Women's Guild). 

"Paterson Church" purchased (on Bloomfield Avenue). 

Armenian School officially founded. 

Sunday School officially founded. 
;·c .' ' ':.,:, ,,;,.,;~ 

~~~g~;t$~1ad;.:r(BP'w Patriarch of Armenians 
'&cAOYOA~'; ,· 

' 

1 

r .•'~'. : t ~~;.~~~~~-~:}~~;~~;~:~;>;:·c.· .:,,. __ ·~ ', -'; 
Test,imoniaf Dinner for :Archbishop Mampre Calfayan. 

..;, 

Twenty-fifth Anniversary,Gelebration of the founding of the 
Parish. 

Ground-blessing of Fair Lawn Church site by Archbishop 
Sion Manoogian, Primate. · 

Blessing of the Foundation Stones by Archbishop Sion 
Manoogian, Primate. 

Consecration of St. Leon Armenian Church, Fair Lawn, by 
Archbfshop Sion Manoogian, Primate·, · 

Men's Club organized. 

Boys' Basketball Team organized. 

Tenth Anniversary Celebration of the Ordination of Rev. 
Carnig Hallajian, Pastor. 

Ordination of Deacons and Acolytes by Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian, Primate. 

February 9, 1975 

October 5, 1975 

June 26, 1976 

April 17, 1977 

May 3-6, 1984 

September 16, 1984 

November 11, 1984 

ior Citizen Center. 
1 ' 
[_, 

nual Vacation '\~ible School established. . ' 
·" 1> 

Ordination of sevJ'~teen acolyfe~ by Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian, Primat~. '· 

-~ ·-._ .. 
~ ~ \ 

Celeb~.ation of Fiftietp Anniversary c)f,, Women's Guild. 
!·\ 

,,r'f•®Jr.ls1~.~a.s~ett>aU:i:;Jea'~"*~r~anized. 
· !·• ··· ·'r·r,., ''· 11 :······'·"''''"',, ..•. , .. ·' ·· 'F' <, ·· . "··· 

:,,,,_ ·., !:: ,, ' __ ·.r;~,_,;,,0::_..<:,,:,e:~;:/-;c:;~~; ... :!~·1J·-'¥::! '~ -- <---~ :' -·~ ~~ ""1?:<17._~-::,,:'?'"\''"'f~' 

Tenth 'Anniversary Celebratiorl, g,L.t 
Parae, Metjian Pastor ' !'*'"'''''·'' 

'"(t , ·; .. · . ''. .~; .... •, :i• ,', >,~,f 'li'''!·;;;,;{·;.'• < . . , ; " "~1'"'o\·\~'~··~iC!/~~r, 
:_: ·,;:,·Grou~ctBieS$l&g::tPt OommuniJy C~pter and Ordination of 
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... OrcH~ation of Deacon and seven Acolytes: Blessing of the 
Veils of six girls by Archbishop Torkom Manoogian. 

50th Anniversary of St. Leon parish, His Beatitude, 
Archbishop Shnork Kaloustian, Patriarch of .Istanbul, guest 
celebrant. 



HIS BEATITUDE SHNORK PATRIARCH KALOUSTIAN 

His Beatitude was born in 1913 in Edeli, Turkey. He lost his family during the deportations 
of 1915. Only he, his mother and his brother, Armen, were saved, but he somehow was separated 
from his mother and was never able to see her again. Young Arshag (as he was christened) 
spent his years from 1920 to 1927 in the American orphanages in Beirut and Nazareth where 
he obtained his elementary education. In 1927 he was admitted to the school of the Armenian 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem amd was graduated in 1932. At that time he was ordained deacon 
by Torkom Patriarch. In 1935, after completing his studies in the theological school of the 
seminaries, he was ordained a celebrant priest by Torkom Patriarch and renamed, Shnork (Grace 
from God or of God). 

From 1936 to 1940 he served as Director of the Printing Press of the St. James Convent. From 
1940 to 1941 he served as pastor of the Armenian parish in Haifa. From 1941 to 1944 he was 
named the Dean of the Antelias Seminary and taught the Armenian language, church history, 
as well as commentary of the Bible and Classical Armenian. 

In 1945 he journeyed to London, England where he served as pastor of the St. Sarkis Arme­
nian Church. He continued his theological studies there until 1948 when he was called by the 
primate of the Armenian Church of America, Tiran Surpazan, to assume the duties of pastor 
for both St. Leon Armenian Church of Paterson and St. Mary Armenian Church of Newark (now 
Fair Lawn and Livingston respectively). 

While in America for those few years (1948-1955), he served as Diocesan Council Chairman, 
organized the Sunday Schools and Armenian Schools of the two New Jersey parishes, initiated 
the "Gantegh" newsletter, which is still the official newsletter of the St. Mary parish. His vision 
gave birth to the first ACYOA chapters of those parishes. He edited the official monthly publica­
tion of the Diocese, "Hayastanyaitz Yegeghetzy" (The Armenian Church). In 1953, he was elected 
Primate of the Diocese of California. 

In 1955 he returned to Holy Etchmiadzin where on October 6 he was ordained Bishop by His 
Holiness Vazken the I. He returned to Jerusalem after his ordination and served as chief canon 
sacristan of the Armenian Patriarchate until 1959. He then went to Istanbul as the guest of the 
late Patriarch Karekin. On October 6, 1961 he was elected Patriarch and was installed January 
3, 1962. 

His Beautitude has written several books and publications and has translated several works 
from classical Armenian into modern Armenian. He continues to be a faithful, devoted and beloved 
shephard to his work. 

HIS BEATITUDE ARCHBISHOP SHNORK KALOUSTIAN 
Patriarch of Armenians in Turkey 



FORMER PASTORS OF ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH 

Rev. Fr. Hovhannes 
Kavookjian* 
1936-1938 

H.B. Patriarch Shnork Kaloustian 
1948-1951 

*Deceased 

Rev. Fr. Vahan Jelalian* 
1941-1947 

Archbishop Mampre Calfayan* 
1939-1941 and 1953-1954 

Rev. Fr. Arlen Ashjian 
1951-1952 and 1972-1975 

Rov. Fr. Carnig Hallajian 
1%8-197? 

·~· ~ I _.. 

Rev. Fr. Vartan 
Der Assadourian 

1955-1956 
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ST. LEON PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMEN 

1941-1947 Sahag Avedisian 
1948 Ohaness Bejian 
1948 Mihran Noorigian 
1950-1953 Zaven Marootian 
1954-1956 Albert Mardirossian 
1957 Zaven Marootian 
1958-1959 John Nakashian 
1960-1964 Andrew Tilbian 
1965 Paul Hachigian 
1966 James Boyajian 
1967 Paul Hachigian 
1968-1969 Alfred A. Voskian 
1970 Charles Pinajian 
1971-1972 Zaven Dadekian 
1973 Jon Najarian 
1974 S. Rex Kachigian 
1975 E. George Dabagian 
1976 Jon Najarian 
1977 Martin Kapoian 
1978-1980 Charles Pinajian 
1981-1983 Sarkis Soultanian 
1984 Arthur Ohnikian 

J:o 

;~~!::!:;::;:!:: ::: !: :! ::::::!:: ;::!::!::::::!::!: :~::!::::::!::! :~!: :! ::::: :tt; I!::::::!::!::!::!;: ::; !: :! ::! ::! ; .. :: !: : !:: i: :! ::::::!::!::!: :! :. ::.: !: : !::!:: i:.::::!:: !:::: :! ::::::!:: !:~·~ 



Archbishop Leon Tourian 
Founder of 

ST. LEON'S CHURCH 

PRELACY OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 

OF AMERICA 
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Honorable 
Mr. Mihran Noorigian 
Paterson 

~~- iL-r_ av_~ 
-----

September 11, 1933 

I have received your kind letter. I congratulate you and your 
friends' devotion and perseverance. I advise you to organize 
yourself under the leadership of Deacon Sisak and increase 
the number of your parishioners through your faith and 
devotion. 

With love and prayerful greetings 

Archbishop Ghevont, 
Primate of Armenians in America 

U1u t2I! lfl! O.oatal2 blfhflhgtn!u ~}1uuwf1-rrutpntu, 
pwp trwr uhpntu ht uwht dpw2w.u wuf1-wU'uhprnu, 
nrn ug 2lliUl2hrntu lfu. UJUlPUl r Ul2 utr Ul!UOpnlUl! 

1wnw211-runqo-}1tuu.: 

Uun ug wuO.unttp qn nnll_ntro-}ltul! u}12U1 l{w.n ut }1Ul }1 
uuw! utr u}1pU1 tr ta uhpu: 

fO'n11 ornuntw.a I!UW! w.anag !r2wU1w.lfi!= 

'Yhis ]et3t 1s tleii~et+ei t'o t'he 

memor~ oj t'he JounJin' jA-t'lier.s 
oj our ~hurch, -irs bentjac~or.s tir:nd 

iedi~atetl members to whose ha.:rtl 
Wor/i.. We oWe -tocfet:~'5 Mliie-ilemen-ts. 

'Th-eir ledic-e:r,retl st:tcrij-ice wi[[ 

aCWA-~jS remedn af.t-~e -i-n our liearts. 

'BCessel be -their memor,j' 



They served their church • tn tnany, tnany -w-ays • • • 

PAUL DISHIAN DR. H. K. BESHLIAN DICK DISHIAN TOOKHMAN BAKALIAN SETRAG AJAMIAN NAZAR SAHATJIAN MUGURDICH AKELIAN ALEC VARTANESIAN 

MUNOOSH SOGHOMONIAN ARAM TILBIAN VIRGIN DABAGHIAN HANNAH SHAHINIAN SAHAG AVEDISIAN MOVSES HACHIGIAN YEGHISHE CHURCHIAN MIHRAN NOORIGIAN 

MR. & MRS. GARABED DER BOGOSIAN REV. & MRS. KHOREN MAMIGONIAN HARRY SOHIGIAN VARTOUHE MAROOTIAN HAIG DISHIAN SAM HEKEMIAN 



• • • and they set exant pies 

Front row (1. tor.): Helen Mazoujian, Siranoosh Boyaj­
ian, Lucy Dabagian, Polly Holopikian. Middle row: 
Charles Pinajian, Mihran Noorigian, Rev. Carnig Hal­
lajian. Back row: Hrant Yousufian, (unable to identify), 
Bared Dabaghian. 

Front row(/. tor.): Mary Vartanesian, John Nakashian, 
Lynn Nakashian, Tony Tungrian, (unable to identify), 
Very Rev. Vatche Hovsepian, Rev. Carnig Hallajian, 
John Jerrahian, Charles Pinajian, Bared Dabaghian. 
Back row: Victoria Noorigian, Zaven Marootian, Betty 
Noorigian, Jack Chekemian, Andrew Tilbian, Andrew 
Dabbakian, Alex Vartanesian. 

(1. to r.): Andrew Tilbian, John Nakashian, Bishop 
Gomidas Der Stepannian, Andrew Purpuse, Arch­
bishop Mampre Calfayan, Rev. Carnig Hallajian, Zaven 
Marootian. 

for the future generations . 

First Sunday School Graduation (1962) 
Seated(/. tor,): Yeretzgin Rose Hallajian, Rev. 
Carnig Hallajian, Arpie Vartanesian. Middle 
row: Adrienne Holopikian, Patricia Pace, 
Aramine Mazoujian, Nancy Pace. Back row: 
George Marootian, Dawn Dabbakian, Charles 
Gamarekian. 

Parish Council (1961-1962) 
Seated (1. tor.): John Nakashian, Andrew Dabbakian, 
Rev. Carnig Hallajian, Andrew Tilbian, Hrant Yousufian. 
Standing (1. to r.): E. Geo. Dabagian, Tony Tungrian, 
Edward Torosian, Jack Chekemian, Charles Pinajian, 
Bared Dabaghian. 

Washing the Feet Ceremony - March 30, 1961 
Seated (1. to r.): Peter Gamgochian, Charles 
Gamarekian, Bruce Semonian, Wayne Rallo, Drew 
Dabbakian, George Marootian, Joseph Marootian, Paul 
Mgerdichian. Front row: Rev. Carnig Hallajian, Richard 
Dabagian. 

Deacon and Choir Members (1965) 
Seated (1. to r.): Mihran Noorigian, Charles Pinajian, 
Rev. Carnig Hallajian, Dikran Tavitian, Hrant Yousufian. 
Second row(/. tor.): Robbyn Dabbakian, Patricia Pace, 
Helen Mazoujian, Polly Holopikian, Aramine Mazoujian, 
Nancy Pace, Lucy Dabagian, Last row (1. tor.): George 
Marootian, Peter Gamgochian, Richard Dabagian, 
Sarkis Jamgochian, Aram Mazoujian. 
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HOLY CATHEDRAL OF ST. ETCHMIADZIN 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CONSECRATION 

The ritual origins of the consecration of a Christian Church go as far back as Hebrew times, 
to the consecration of Solomon's temple. 

Consecration is "the act by which a person or thing is separated from common use and per­
manently dedicated to the service of God." Besides its permanence, a consecration is distinguish­
ed from simple blessing by its greater solemnity. 

The word church (ecclesia) originally referred to the group of people who came together in 
order to celebrate the Divine Liturgy. It is only by extension that it came to mean the building 
in which people congregated for that purpose. Naturally the first Christians did not have special 
buildings for their religious services. They gathered together in private houses. It was only after 
the end of the third century that church buildings began to be erected. Thus our own mother 
church at Holy Etchmiadzin has the distinction of being one of the very first buildings in the 
world built especially as a church. 

The essential part of the consecration of an Armenian Church is first the anointment of the 
Altar, then of the two pillars of the Apse, then of the center of the front of the Ambon (where 
the lectern is placed), then, consecutively, of the western, northern, and southern sides of the 
church, and finally of the Main Door. All but the Altar, Ambon, and Main Door are consecrated 
in the name of the twelve Apostles and of St. Paul. The anointing is done with Holy Chrism 
or muron and incense is used throughout the service. Holy Chrism is the symbol of grace or 
divine presence. Incense is the symbol of praise. 

In a truly Christian community all buildings and all things should serve God. An Armenian 
church is a building where our Lord Himself is bodily present because the Divine Liturgy is 
celebrated there at least every Sunday. For this reason it has a very special function. It should 
be set apart. It should be consecrated. 

Originally the word "church" did not apply to a building. It applied to the people who came 
together in order to celebrate the Divine Liturgy. To this day it really keeps that meaning. 
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$170,000 Armenian Church 
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Final Service in Paterson 

St. Leon's Armenian Church to Formally 
Open Doors of New Building on Sept. 19 
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GODFATHERS OF NEWLY CONSECRATED CHURCH 

Mihran Kurkjian was the main Godfather of St. Leon Armenian Church in Paterson, New Jersey. 

On September 19, 1965 John H. Nakashian, Jr. became the main Godfather of St. Leon Armenian 
Church, in memory of his grandfather, Harry H. Nakashian, who was instrumental in purchasing the 
beautiful grounds on Saddle River Road, Fair Lawn, New Jersey. 

The Godfathers listed below represent the Apostles of Christ acccording to the sacred tradition 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church . 

James Boyajian 
E. George Dabagian 
Paul Hachigian 
David Kalamian 
Richard Karamian 
George Marootian 
Aram Mazoujian 

John H. Nakashian 
Mihran Noorigian 
Charles Pinajian 
Harry Sohigian 
Martin Tarzian 
Andrew S. Tilbian 
Leon Yazmajian 

Many of these men are with us on this joyous occasion. Those who are not here today are in our 
thoughts and hearts. God bless all of them! 



Blessing of the Corner Stones 

Blessing of the Corner Stones. 

Building Committee 1965 
(1. to r.): E. George Dabagian, Andrew Tilbian, 
Archbishop Sion Manoogian, Anthony Purpose, Rev. 
Carnig Hallajian, Paul Hachigian. 

Parish Council 1965 
Seated (1. tor.): Paul Hachigian, John Nakashian, Rev. 
Carnig Hallajian, Andrew Tilbian, Betty Noorigian­
Simonds. Standing: Charles Pinajian, James Boyajian, 
Aram Mazoujian, James Noorigian, John Voskian, E. 
George Dabagian, John Azarian, John Jerrahian. 

(L. to r.): Richard Dabagian, Rev. Vartan Megherian, 
Archbishop Sion Manoogian, Rev. Mampre Kouzouian, 
George Marootian. 

"' 
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and Consecration. 

(L. tor.): John Nakashian, John H. Nakashian, Main 
Godfather, Harry Sohigian. 

(L. to r.): Archbishop Sion Manoogian, Rev. Carnig 
Hallajian, Rev. Arnak Kasparian, Rev. Mampre 
Kouzouian (partly covered), John Nakashian (partly 
covered), Charles Pinajian, and the members of the 
choir. 

Consecration of St. Leon Church 
(L. to r.): Rev. Mampre Kouzouian, Rev. Vnrlnn 
Megherian, Archbishop Sion Manoogian, Primnlo. 



LIFE IN GOD'S SERVICE 

8o then, my brothers, because of God's great mer­
cy to us I appeal to you: Offer yoursclYcs as a 
living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and 
pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you 
should offer. Do not conform yourscl vcs to the 
standards of this world, but let God transform you 
inwardly by a complete change of your mind. Then 
you will be able to know the will of God-what is 
good and is pleasing to him and is perfect. 

And because of God's gracious gift to me I say to 
every one of you: Do not think of yourself more 
highly than you should. Instead, be modest in your 
thinking, and judge yourself according to the 
amount of faith that (J-od has gi vcn you. \Vc have 
many parts in the one body, and all these parts 
have different functions. In the same way, though 
we arc many, we arc one body in union with Christ, 
and we arc all joined to each other as difTcrcnt 
parts of one body. So we arc to usc our difTcrcnt 
gifts in accordance with the grace that God has 
gi vcn us. If our gift is to speak God's message, \Ve 
should do it according to the faith that we have; 
if it is to serve, we should serve; if it is to teach, 
we should teach; if it is to encourage others, we 
should do so. \Vhocver shares with others should 
do it generously; whoever has authority should 
work hard; whoever shows kindness to others 
should do it cheerfully. 

Romans 12:1-8 

+ 

"Were you in Church on this Sunday?" 
I 
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ST. LEON CHURCH CHOIR 

The Church Choir has had its share of prominent members. In the beginning, it was led by SisakSargavak 
Nalbandian, who later was ordained as Khoren Kahana Mamigonian. At the same time, the altar was 
served by Yeghishe Sargavak Church ian who performed these same functions even before St. Leon Church 
was officially consecrated. There was also Garabed Der Boghosian who assisted in the services, as did 
Mardiros Tellalian and Bedros Shemiranian. 

Our first Organist was Mrs. Esther Avedisian. She held this position for many years in addition to being 
Choir Director. 

When Mrs. Avedisian retired, Mrs. Isabelle Pabian, a long-time choir member, took over the position 
as Director and Organist and performed faithfully for a number of years. 

Lillian Boyajian Kasparian was our next Organist, who also was our soloist. Lillian left after her marriage 
to Caspar Kasparian. 

Next in line was Mrs. Lucy Dabagian who served with great dedication as Director and Organist for more 
than 22 years. Assistant organists were Dawn Dabbakian Hourdajian, George Marootian and in later years, 
Arline Dadekian. 

In 1952, Rev. Arten Ashjian, as Pastor of our Parish, was responsible for training a number of male choir 
members to serve on the Holy Altar. These included such members as James Boyajian, Bared Dabaghian, 
Jack Hachigian, Sarkis Jamgochian and Charles Pinajian. Within a short time, these Choir members became 
the first American-born Armenians to be ordained as sub-deacons in our church. Archbishop Tiran Ner­
soyan, then Primate of the North American Diocese, performed this ceremony. 

All of these members subsequently served on the Altar and in the Choir. Special recognition must be 
given to Charles Pinajian, who has faithfully and devotedly served on the Altar from that time to the present. 

In August of 1965, another generation of American-born Armenians was ordained as acolytes and sub­
deacons by Archbishop Sian Manoogian, Primate of the North American Diocese, at that time. 

Ordained as acolytes were: Robert Atamian, Drew Dabbakian, Wayne Keshishian Rallo, Aram Mazouj­
ian, Richard Noorigian, Sam Tungrian, Gregory Voskian and Gregory Zara. Ordained as sub-deacons and 
now eligible to serve on the Altar were Richard Dabagian, Peter Gamgochian and George Marootian. 

In 1965, the Parish relocated from Paterson to Fair Lawn, and our growth was stimulated by this move. 
All of our Pastors have continued to train and prepare our young acolytes for ordination as Tbirs. 

During April 1977, a record 17 Tbirs were ordained by Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, and was said 
to be the greatest number ordained by him. These, and subsequent Tbirs, had been prepared by Der Paree 
Metjian. Highlights of the most recent ordination of Tbirs on September 16, 1984, were featured in this 
Anniversary Booklet. 

During the transition years, beginning with the elevation of Charles Pinajian and Sarkis Soultanian to 
the rank of full Deacon in 1968, the number of our Altar Servers has continued to grow. 

In 1980, Shavarsh Torosian and Hagop Demirdjian were made full Deacons along with Wayne Rallo, 
a dedicated Acolyte, and George Paroonagian, our capable Choir Director, who became Sub-Deacons. 
On September 16, 1984, Dr. Berdj Feredjian was ordained a Full Deacon. 

Lucille Varjian took over as Church Organist for a short time after Lucy Dabagian left. In 1979, Sirvart 
Galstian assumed the responsibilities of Church Organist and has since served the Church with great 
capability. 

The Choir's performance has been enhanced additionally with the installation of the new Electronic Pipe 
Organ, generously donated in memory of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sohigian, by Charlotte and Vin­
cent Abajian. 

The Choir and Altar Servers continuously work in harmony and maintain a high standard of performance 
through dedication and faithful attendance. 

ORGANISTS AND CHOIR DIRECTORS 

1929-1934 

1929-1941 
1942-1943 
1943-194 
1948-1950 
1950-1955 
1955-1979 
1979 
1980 
1978 

Sisak Sargavak Nalbandian* 
(Khoren Kahana Mamigonian) 
Esther Avedisiano* 
Margaret Tilbian De Dominiciso* 
Isabel Pabian Lamonro* 
Esther Avedisiano* 
Lillian Boyajian Kaspariano* 
Lucy Dabagiano* 
Lucille Varjiano 
Sirvart Galstiano 
George Paroonagian* 

Assistant Organists: 
Arline Dadekian 
Dawn Dabbakian-Hourdajian 
George Marootian 

* Choir Director 
o Organist 
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DEACONS 

Sisak Avak Sargavak* 
Mihran Churchian* 
Dr. Shahan Sevonkian* 
Antranig Hallajian 

(Carnig Kahana Hallajian) 
Dickran Tavitian 
Charles Pinajian 
Sarkis Soultanian 
Shavarsh Torosian 
Hagop Demirdjian 
Dr. Berdj Feredjian 

SUB DEACONS 

Garabed Der Boghosian* 
Mihran Noorigian 
Bared Dabaghian 
Dr. Jack Hachigian 
Sarkis Jamgochian 
George Marootian 
Peter Gamgochian 
Richard Dabagian 
Wayne Rallo 
Jeff Zoraian 
George Paroonagian 

*Deceased 



WOMEN'S GUILD 

For the Armenians outside their native country, the Armenian Church has 
always been their spiritual and intellectual center. Here, Armenians maintain the 
inheritance of their forefathers. This fact has always been recognized from genera­
tion to generation. 

Being devoted daughters of the Armenian Apostolic Church and inspired by 
the strong Christian faith of our ancestors, a group of ladies initiated the Ladies 
Aid Society on September 1, 1928, in Paterson, New Jersey. The charter members 
were Helen Abajian, Gadar Alijian, Vartouhi Marootian, Munoosh Mazoojian, 
Nemzoor Sahatjian, Hannah Shahinian, Munoosh Soghomonian, and Sophie 
Turpan. 

In the beginning, the Ladies Aid, later to be called Women's Guild, launched 
an active membership drive. The result was the formation of a strong and vital 
group. Over the years, the Ladies Aid has worked to find ways and means to 
raise money in order to bring into reality the wish of the faithful children of the 
Armenians in Paterson, namely, to have their own church. 

Throughout the years, the membership and activities have increased. The pre­
sent Women's Guild is involved not only in fund-raising programs, but, also, in 
many philanthropic works: the education of needy Armenian children abroad, 
donations to the Shnork Kaloustian Fund for Children, and sponsoring of church 
youths to St. Nerses Seminary and to St. Vartan Camp. Its 96 members con­
stantly provide moral and financial support for the progress of the church. 

Among many of its activities are the annual Bazaar, the Fish and Chips lenten 
dinner, Charity Food Festival, rummage sales, Chinese auctions, musical pro­
grams, guest speakers, the publication of a cook book in 1974, and visitation 
of the sick and bereaved. 

On April 29, 1979, the 50th Anniversary of the founding of the Women's Guild, 
a banquet was held at the Marriot Hotel, Saddle Brook, New Jersey, featuring 
the celebrated mezzo-soprano, Mara Partamian. Public tribute was made for 50 
years of service to Helen Abajian, Maritza Giragosian, Elizabeth Hachigian, 
Nevart Sahatjian, and Hannah Shahinian, and for 45 years to Arshalous Dish ian 
and Yeranouhi Vartanesian. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

~ CHAIRLADIES ~ 
/!; Munoosh Soghomonian .... . ................... 1928 ~ 
~ Yeranig Dermanjian ........................... 1929 

fj Zarouhi Najimian .... . ........................ 1930 ~ 
~ Makrouhi Dishian ............................. 1931 ~ 

~ 
Vartouhi Marootian ...... . ..................... 1933 ~ 

Azniv Ajemian ................... . .. . ... . .... 1934 

Anna Der Boghosian .......................... 1935 

2 Haiganoush Pooshijian ........................ 1936 ~ 
{i Hannah Shahinian .................... . ... . ... 1941 'g 

~ 
Nevart Sahatjian .............................. 1942 ~ 

Mary Tilbian ......................... . ....... 1943 

Elizabeth Hachigian ........ . . .... . ............ 1944 

~~ Elsie Vah~nian ............. . .............. 1948·1949 

D1kranouh1 Nakash1an ........... . ......... 1950-1951 

Mary Vartanesian ......................... 1952-1953 

2 Sara Vahanian ............ . ........ . ..... 1954-1955 ~ 
~ Esther Avedis~an ..................... . ... 1956-1957 £j 

~ 
Mary Vartan~s~an .................. . ...... 1958-1959 ~ 

Esther Aved1s1an ... . ........ . ............ 1960-1961 'g 
Alice Yazmajian ................... . ...... 1962-1963 

fj Lucy Dabagian ........................... 1964-1966 ~ 
~ Davie Tilbian .................. . .......... 1967-1968 ';f 

~ 
Florence Gulkas1an ............. . ... . ..... 1969-1970 ~ 

Agnes Vosk1an ............. . ............. 1971-1972 '3 
Varsen Torosian ........ . ................. 1973-1974 

fj Berjuhi Varjabedian ....................... 1975-1976 ~ 
~ Siran Gabrellian .............................. 1977 'g 

~ 
Siran Gabrellian and Berjuhi Varjabedian .......... 1978 ~ 

Florence Grunstra ........................ 1979-1980 'g 
Olga Chongoushian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 1981-1982 

fj Florence Grunstra ............................ 1983 ~ 
~ Florence Grunstra and Edna Tungrian ........... 1984 'g 
~~~~~~~~~ 

Dikranouhi Nakashian ......................... 1945 

Makrouhi Dishian ......................... 1946-1947 



Yesterday • • • Ladies Aid 

Ladies Aid Society (1934) 
Kneeling (I. tor.): Nevart Sahatjian, Payladzou Vahanian, Mary Tilbian, Nectar Jerrahian, Pergrouhie Simonian, Margaret Semonian, Ed· 
na Shahinian, Esther Avedisian, Sarah Vahanian. Seated (/. to r.): unable to identify, Eliz Vartanesian, Touman Kardashian, Maritza 
Baghdadi ian, Haiganoush Mardirossian, Hannah Shahinian. 1st row standing(/. tor.): Dikranouhi Nakashian, unable to identify, Maritza 
Giragosian, Vartouhi Marootian, Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, Azniv Bazazian, Victoria Noorigian, Eliz Hachigian, Victoria Fermanian, 
Perlanti Daniel ian, Arshalous Dish ian, Azniv Hagopian. Back row(/. tor.): Azniv Ajemian, Nemzoor Sahatjian, Fanny Dish ian, Makrouhi 
Dishian, Rose Dishian, Vergine Dabaghian, Yeranouhi Vartanesian, Lucia Kafafian. 

St. Leon Ladies Aux. Cooking up Armenian 
Delicacies for Annual Bazaar Nov. 20-21, 1971 
(L. to r.): Maritza Giragosian, Rev. Carnig Hallajian, 
Mary Tilbian. ' 

50th Anniversary of Women's Guild-Charter 
Members 
(L. to r.): Elizabeth Hachigian, Maritza Giragosian. 
Standing: Yeranouhi Vartanesian, Arshalous Dishian, 
Nevart Sahatjian. Missing from photo: Helen Abajian, 
Hannah Shahinian. 

Today • • • Wotnen's Guild 

Ladies Aid Auxiliary (1960)- Seated(/. tor.): Rev. Carnig Hallajian, Esther Avedisian, Ann Marootian, Margaret Semon ian, Alice Yazmajian, 
Victoria Noorigian, Araxie Jerahian, Violet Stamboulian. Middle row(/. tor.): Margaret Jerrahian, Maritza Giragosian, Victoria Baghdadlian, 
Arax Azarian, Mary Tilbian, Arshalous Dishian, Helen Mazoujian, Rose Hagopian. Back row(/. tor.): Lucy Dabagian, unable to identify, Ar· 
pine Nakashian, Grace Pinajian, Polly Holopikian, Bette Noorigian, Arpie Vartanesian, Mary Dabbakian, Mrs. Arakelian, Sirarpi Kazanjian. 

Ladies Aid Committee (1965) 
(L. tor.): Davie Tilbian, Maritza Giragosian, Rev. Car­
nig Hallajian, Lucy Dabagian, Margaret Semonian, 
Artemis Jesraly. 

Ladies Aid Executive Committee (1960) 
(Seated I. tor.): Ann Marootian, Esther Avedisian, Rev. 
Carnig Hallajian, Hannah Shahinian, Araxie Jerahian. 
Standing(/. tor.): Arpie Vartanesian, Margaret Semen­
ian, Alice Yazmajian, Victoria Noorigian. 



ST. LEON SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The first Sunday School of St. Leon Armenian Church was begun under the 
guidance of Patriarch Shnork Kaloustian, who at that time was a Hayr Soorp 
and our church Pastor. 

The first class was held on Sunday morning, May 1, 1949, with a teaching 
staff of two-Mr. Leo Bakalian and Miss Bette Noorigian. Seven children attended 
and within one month the number had grown to fourteen. Lessons and curriculum 
were devised through the ingenuity of the teachers. Two years later, Sunday 
School enrollment had increased to thirty students and three teachers, the third 
teacher was Yeretzgin Mary Ashjian. By 1960, the Sunday School had grown 
to 48 with a teaching staff of five persons, four substitutes, two supervisors, one 
pianist and a secretary-treasurer. 

At the close of th_e school year in June 1965, enrollment stood at 86 children, 
with an average attendance of 70. The staff numbered twenty, with Yeretzgin 
Rose Hallajian, its dynamic and dedicated Superintendent. 

Sunday School classes are held every Sunday during the school year from 
10:30 to 12 noon. Sessions are divided into three parts-joint worship service 
from 10:30 to 11 a.m., class sessions from 11 to 11:40 a.m., Assembly or Church 
attendance until noon. 

Special recognition should be given to Rose Najarian for her years of devo­
tion and excellence in teaching our children the Bible and Armenian history during 
the joint worship service. 

The Sunday School conducts a full range of special programs for the children; 
one of the most pleasing and well-attended is the Annual Christmas Pageant. 

In the Summer of 1976, the Vacation Bible School was organized by our Pastor, 
Rev. Paree Metjian, and has flourished under the able direction of our Yeretzgin 
Angel Metjian. 

The Sunday School follows the recommended curriculum of the Council of 
Religious Education of the Diocese and receives from that Organization all the 
material taught on the History of Armenia, the Armenian Church-its creeds, 
sacraments, feast days, holy days, saints and martyrs, etc. Sunday School 
children receive a well-rounded education of the Holy Bible. Attendance at Arme­
nian Sunday School not only benefits the children religiously, but serves a means 
of instilling in them their Armenian heritage and makes for many lasting 
friendships. 

Many thanks to all the superintendents and teachers who throughout the years 
have faithfully served our beloved St. Leon by dedicating their time and talents 
for the education and betterment of our children. 

ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 

St. Leon Armenian Church Sunday School started under 
pastorship of Shnork Vartabed, now Patriarch of Constan­
tinople Archbishop Kaloustian, in May 1949. 

1949-1960 
1949-1953 
1957-1960 
1960-1966 
1967-1971 
1971-1972 
1972-1973 
1973-1974 
1975-1977 
1978-1980 
1980-1981 
1981-1983 
1983-

Leo Bakalian 
Bette Noorigian-Simonds 
Bette Noorigian-Simonds 
Yeretzgin Rose Hallajian 
Ann Dishian Pace & Elsie Bedrosian 

Yeretzgin Rose Hallajian & Ann Dishian Pace 
Ann Dishian Pace & George Marootian 
Leon Hojegian 
Sarkis Bedevian 

Leon Hojegian & Rosalie Hojegian 
Berjouhi Feredjian 
Barbara Hovsepian 
Berjouhi Feredjian 



ST. LEON ARMENIAN SCHOOL 

Fifty years ago the Armenian School began at St. Leon. 

Sponsoring an Armenian School had always been a wish of the Armenians 
in the Paterson area. It was first formed prior to the purchase of the Church in 
Paterson. Initially, classes were held in private homes. On April 22, 1934, the 
Parish Council appointed the first church-sponsored Armenian School Commit­
tee. Members of this Committee were: Megerdich Akellian, Manoog Jamgochian, 
Dicran Berberian, Mardiros Hatchigian and Sarkis Filian. 

Classes were held in Tourian Hall, under the supervision of Mrs. Manooshag 
Telalian, and met three times a week from 4 to 6 p.m. Committee members worked 
hard to secure financial support for the schooL 

The school had many capable and dedicated teachers. Mrs. Nevart Hajian 
(Bakalian), during her teaching years, had more than thirty students in her 
classes. She terminated her teaching when she was married. Mr. A. Hovasa­
pian and Mrs. Vartanoosh Paboojian followed as teachers and Yeretzgin Jelalian 
became supervisor of the School. 

After a lapse of several years, the Armenian School was reinstated by Rev. 
Carnig Hallajian and the Parish Council. Der Carnig was the Superintendent, 
and the teachers were directly responsible to him. Classes grew and the Arme­
nian School flourished from 1958-1965, at which time, Vahram Varjabedian 
became the Principal. Mr. Varjabedian's position was succeeded by Mrs. Her­
mine Menakian and this year by Ms. Verkin Marashian, who is our present 
Principal. 

The Armenian School today is divided into six levels-kindergarten through 
sixth grade. Areas of concentration include: language, history, song and dance. 

In 1984, a "Conversation Course" was initiated. Each child is responsible for 
fifteen minutes of Armenian conversation every week. 

The School's main fund raiser is its Annual Valentine Dance. The year-end 
Annual Hantess has been a tradition for many years and gives the children an 
opportunity to perform their Armenian accomplishments. 

Enrollment is up to 55 students, who are learning their mother tongue, Arme­
nian history and songs-all designed to maintain our Armenian heritage. 

ST. LEON ARMENIAN SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENTS 

(In chronological order): 

Manooshag Tellalian and 
Nevart Bakalian Hajian 1930-1939 

Mr. A. Hovasapian 1940-1941 

Post War Years: 
Bishop Shnork Kaloustian 
Vartanoush Paboojian 
Yeretzgin Jelalian 
Rev. Carnig Hallajian 
Vahram Varjabedian 
Hermine Menakian 
Verkine Marashian 

1958-1965 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 



Sunday School and 

Sunday School Teachers' Retreat 
(L. tor.): Leo Bakalian, Superinten­
dent; Margaret Semonian, Arpie 
Vartanesian, Mary Dabbakian, Barry 
Dabaghian, Unable to identify fZ), 
Elsie Gamarekian. 

Sunday School Teachers 
Seated(/. to r.): Edward Azarian, Ann Pace, Yeretzgin Rose Hallaj­
ian, Superintendent; Mary Noorigian, Mary Dabbakian. Standing: 
Margaret Keshishian (Rallo), Edna Tungrian, Emerald Noorigian, Ar­
pie Vartanesian, Mary Garmirian, Rose Mardirossian, Elsie Bedros­
ian, Marion Shahinian. 

,;. .. ~~-~'· 
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Arnienian School 

Armenian School (1965) 

Sunday School Graduation Class (1968) 

"Our Little Angels" Christmas Pageant 

Armenian School Hantess 
(L. to r.): Taline Jessourian, Lorraine 
Varjabedian, Raffi Jessourian. 

Armenian School Hantess 



Special Committee (for Burning of Mortgage) 

Seated (1. to r.): Sarkis Bedevian , Rev. Paree Metjian , Sarkis 
Soultanian. Standing: Vahram Varjabedian , Davie Tilbian , Sarkis 
Gabrellian, Zaven Dadekian , Charles Pinajian. Missing from 
photo: Noubar Jessourian, Liaison Parish Council. 

Community Center Management Committee 

Seated (1. tor.): Rex Kachigian , Chairman ; Rev. Paree Metjian, 
Anne Kachigian . Standing: Berjuhi Varjabedian , John Voskian , 
Grace Pinajian , Alfred Voskian , Siran Gabrellian . Missing from 
photo: Martin Kapoian . 
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Community Center 

Dear Parishioners and Friends: 

12 - 61 Saddle River Road • Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410 

REV. PAREE METJIAN, Pastor (201) 791-2862 

I am proud to be a part of this Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration. The St. Leon parish has been 
blessed over the years with true spiritual guidance, faithful and hardworking parishioners, and 
leadership that has consistently demonstrated sound financial planning . 

In keeping with this tradition the Parish Council , following the Dedication of the Community 
Center and Educational Wing in November of 1981 , appointed the Special Committee (for pay­
ment of the mortgage). The duties of the Special Committee were to collect the pledges and 
memorial donations, and to undertake fund raising projects to pay the mortgage and other loans. 

During the past three years five major fund raising projects were undertaken , the proceeds 
of which, were applied towards pre-paying the mortgage which greatly minimized the interest due. 

I am happy to announce that the total mortgage in the amount of $250,000 payable to United 
Jersey Bank has been paid in full and we all can proudly " Burn the Mortgage" on this Golden 
Anniversary Celebration . 

I sincerely thank the members of the Special Committee who unselfishly gave their very best 
efforts to this responsibility, and I also thank the parishioners of St. Leon who did their fair share. 
To date 85 per cent of the pledges that were made beginning in 1980 have been paid before 
the original five year projection, and I am confident that the remaining pledges will be collected 
before the end of 1985. The collection of the outstanding pledges will discharge the balance 
of our other loans. 

Together we have met the challenge. God bless you all! 

Sincerely, 

~~ g~?)~ 
Sarkis Bedevian, Chairman 
Special Committee 
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The Armenian church is the birthplace of my soul. 
Lik~ a vast grotto it is sJil)ple and profound, dark and light 
With its hospitable court, · ample tribune, and hushed altar 
Standing in the distance as though it were a ship afloat. 

The Armenian Church I see with my eyes closed. 
I breathe and hear it through the clouds of incense 
Which rise towards the feet of the infant Jesus, 
And through the fervent prayers vibrating its walls. 

The Armenian Church is the mighty fortress of my forefather's faith. 
Raised by them from the earth stone by stone. 
And descended from heaven, a dewdrop and a cloud at a time. 
In it they unfolded themselves peacefully and humbly. 

The Armenian Church is a great embroidered tapestry 
Behind which the Lord descends into the chalice, and 
Before which all my people stand with bowed heads 
To commune with the past through life-giving bread and wine. 

The Armenian church is a peaceful haven across turbulent seas. 
It is fire and light in the cold of night; 
It is shady forest in the scorching midday sun 
Where lilies bloom by the River of Hymns. 

The Armenian Church, beneath every stone in its floor. 
Holds a secret passage leading up to Heaven. 

The Armenian Church is the shining armor of Armenia's soul and body. 
Her crosses rise to protect her; 
Her bells ring forth and her song is always Victory. 

PSALM l.OO 

Make ajoyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his 
presence with singing. Know yc that the Lord he 
is (J.od: it is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we arc his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto 
him, and bless his name. For the Lord is good; his 
mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth Lo all 
generations. 



PRAYER FOR AN ACOLYTE 

Almighty God, in every age you have called out young men and women to be your 
faithful servants. We believe you have called these thy servants to the "Order 
of Acolyte". Grant unto each a clear vision of your call and empower them to do 
your will, to fulfill the ministry assigned to them. We pray in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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Acolytes 

Front row(/. tor.): Haroute Moomdjian, Deacon Berdj Feredjian, Archbiship Torkom Manoogian, 
Rev. Paree Metjian, Ara Metjian. Middle row: Peggy Bedevian, Nora Tossounian, Nadya Cilingiryan, 
Sarita Melkon, Leslie Boghosian, Aimee Capizzi, Steven Chagachbanian. Back row: Christopher 
Demirdjian, Armen Varjabedian, Hagop Cilingiryan, Edward Kalpagian, Darryl Vartabedian, Gregg 
Najarian. 
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ORDINATION: BLESSING OF THE VEIL SERVICE: ST. LEON PARISH 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian celebrated the sacrament of Ordination recently, granting 4 
minor orders to 7 young men and elevating Dr. Berdj Feredjian to deacon, which will allow him 
to present the chalice to the celebrant during liturgy. He becomes the fifth deacon to serve the 
St. Leon Church regularly. In the same ceremonies His Eminence blessed the veils of 6 girls. 

Reverend Paree Metjian personally instructed the young people in an intensive 8 week pro­
gram which covered Responsibilities of the Acolyte, Sacraments, Divine Liturgy and Sharagans, 
Armenian Church History, and selected Bible passages. Each candidate passed a comprehen­
sive test and underwent a private interview with the pastor. Part of the requirements also includ­
ed a written essay on the topic, "Serving God and His Church." 



·: . . sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs; sing to God with thanksgiving in 
your hearts." Colossians 3:16 

Choir (Executive Committee) and Deacons 

Seated (1. to r.): Charles Pinajian, Chairman and Acting Choir Director; Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian, Rev. Paree Metjian. Middle row: Sarkis Soultanian, Emerald Noorigian, Rose Kirian, 
Treasurer; Helen Mazoujian, Librarian; Blanda Yilanjian, Corresponnding Secretary; Hagop Demirdj­
ian, Shavarsh Torosian. Back row: Berdj Feredjian, Wayne Rallo. 

Choir Members: Manuk Capan, Arline Dadekian, Leon Dourgarian, Sirvart Galstian, Organist; 
Araxie Gamgochian, Florence Gulkasian, Anita Jessourian, Gabriel Kaprelian, Mirjan Kirian, Satenig 
Loughead, Aram Mazoujian, Yeretzgin Angel Metjian, Artie Nercessian, Shake McMahon, George 
Paroonagian, Choir Director; Lynn Pinajian, Takouhy Soultanian, Marge Tfank, Recording Secretary. 

"Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee." Exodus 20:12 

Senior Citizens (Executive Committee) 

Seated (1. to r.): Naomi Hallajian, Rev. Paree Metjian, Rose Anton. Standing: Rose Chookaz­
ian, Zohra Zamgochian. 
Missing from photo: President, Manuk Capan; Secretary, Elsie Donigian; Treasurer, Hagop 
Dellakian. 

Members: Helen Abajian, Sirvart Arpajian, Jerry Bagdasarian, Shoushan Barmakian, Agnes and 
Tish Basmadjian, Hagop Basralian, Lucy and Joseph Bedrosian, Arpine and Avedis Bonjoukian, 
Arax and Haig Bostanjian, Hermine Buchakian, Agnes Boudoughian, Mary Boyadjian, Siranoush 
and Nazaret Boyajian, Manoog Boyajian, Margrit Chaputian, Vartan Coloian, Anahid and Mesrob 
Der Bedrosian, Satenig Dellakian, Dikranuhi Derderian, Mampre Der Tom asian, Arshalous Dishian, 
Arsenick and George Donigian, Araksi and Krikor Gemjian, Maritza Giragosian, Yeretzgin Zarouhi 
Jelalian, Vartan Jerahian, Arax Jerrahian, Ardemis and Peter Jesraly, Satenig and Nishan Johnson 
Parantzem Kalajian, Rebecca and Diran Kalfaian, Lillian Kandanian, Nemzur Kaprielyan, Noemie 
Kasarjian, Ovsanna Keshishian, Satenig Kevonian, Manishak Kougasian, Areknaz Margosian, Helen 
and Aram Mazoujian, Asdkhig Najarian, lzabel Nalbandian, Virginia and John Ohnigian, Harry 
Sahagian, Ardem Serabian, Sirvart and Papgen Simonian, Mary Stepanian, Siranoush Takooshian, 
Sofia and Kevork Torosian, Armenoohi Turpanian, Ovsanna and John Vezirian, Arax and Haig 
Yeterian, Nevart Yilanjian. 



"Give her credit for all she does. She deserves the respect of everyone." 
Proverbs 31:31 

Women's Guild 

Seated (/. to r.): Edna Tungrian, Co-Chairlady; Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Rev. Paree 
Metjian. Standing: Dorothy Karam ian, Liaison; Ann Marootian, Treasurer; Seta Jessourian, Vice­
Chairlady; Ruth Bedevian, Corresponding Secretary; Katherine Ohnikian, Assistant Treasurer; 
Margaret Semonian, Recording Secretary. 

Missing from picture: Florence Grunstra, Co-Chairlady; Olga Chongoushian, Advisor. 

Members: Helen Abajian, Shamena Afarian, Anna Aginian, Katherine Amerkanian, Anne Bchak­
jian, Lucy Bedrosian, Seta Boudoughian, Siranoush Boyajian, Shakae Bozian, Lucy Chagachban­
ian, Rose Chookazian, Lucy Dabagian, Mary Dabbakian, Arline Dadekian, Marie Dellakian, Charlotte 
Dishian, Elsie Donigian, Rose Donigian, Siran Gabrellian, Sirvart Galstian, Araxie Gamgochian, 
Maritza Giragosian, Florence Grunstra, Florence Gulkasian, Elizabeth Hachigian, Helen Haig, 
Naomi Hallajian, Janet Hamalian, Margaret Hartunian, Nevart Hartunian, Arpine Holopikian, Virginia 
Holopikian, Dawn Hourdajian, Barbara Hovsepian, Mary Huller, Margaret Jerrahian, Ardemis Jesraly, 
Maggy Jesraly, Anita Jessourian, Satenig Johnson, Anne Kachigian, Evelyn Kalpagian, Agnes 
Kapoian, Isabel Kaprielian, Dorothy Karamian, Rose Kirian, Rose Koseyan, Angel Kouchoukian, 
Shoushik Kouchoukian, Satenig Loughead, Anne Marootian, Helen Mazoujian, Violet Mazoujian, 
Yeretzgin Angel Metjian, Araxy Moumdjian, Rose Najarian (Glen Rock), Rose Najarian (Hillsdale), 
Emerald Noorigian, Mary Noorigian, Marion Norbe, Lucy O'Brien, Regina Ohanyan, Evelyn Orr, 
Grace Pinajian, Deana Sevajian, Carol Soojian, Takouhy Soultanian, Violet Stamboulian, Anne 
Takvorian, Emma Tarakajian, Helen Tarzian, Connie Tashjian, Manoushag Telfeoglu, Lucy Terzian, 
Marge Tfank, Davie Tilbian, Gloria Tomasian, Shoushan Tombalakian, Araxie Torosian, Mary Toros­
ian, Varsen Torosian, Eliz Tossounian, Edna Tungrian, Berjouhi Varjabedian, Arpie Vartanesian, 
Ovsanna Vezirian, Agnes Voskian, Violet Voskian, Alice Yazmajian, Blanda Yilanjian, Gloria Zoraian. 

"Let your father and mother be proud of you; give your mother that happiness." 
Proverbs 23:25 

Care and Share 

Seated (/. to r.): Linda Capizzi, Group Leader; Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Rev. Paree 
Metjian. Standing: Dorothy Karamian, Liaison; Regina Ohanyan, Advisor; Mary Ann Mozian, Jo­
Ann Tashjian, Dawn Hourdajian, Ruth Bedevian, Publicity Director. 

Members: Nancy Burdman, Nancy Goree, Noreen Hajinlian, Carol Hepsen, Donna Hortian, Bar­
bara Hovsepian, Vivian Hovsepian, Maggie Jesraly, Seta Kurkeiyan. 



"It is the Lord who gives wisdom: from him comes knowledge and under­
standing." Proverbs 2:6 

Sunday School 

Seated(/. tor.): Rex Kachigian, Berjouhi Feredjian, Superintendent; Rev. Paree Metjian, Director; 
Vazken Ohanyan, Liaison; Eliz Tossounian, Assistant Superintendent. Middle row: Yeretzgin Angel, 
Assembly Coordinator; Carol Ashbahian , Kathy Feredjian, Varsen Torosian, Ara Hourdajian, Bar­
bara Hovsepian, Rosalie Hojegian , Debbie Bedevian, Barbara Boghosian, Corresponding Secretary. 
Back row: Arax Moomdjian, Leon Hojegian, Connie Tashjian, Garineh Dovletian . 

Missing from photo: Susan Dadekian, Virginia Hachadourian, Treasurer; Donna Hortian, Christmas 
Pageant Coordinator; Margie Kachigian , Rose Najarian, Assembly Coordinator' Mary Pazarjian, 
Michell Sabonjian . 

Substitutes: Susan Chagachbanian, Vicky Demirdjian, Andrea Halejian , Janet Hamalian, Suzanne 
Jerrahian, Mary Ann Mozian. 

"Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it." Proverbs 22:6 

Armenian School 

Seated (/. to r.): Marie Dellakian, Advisor; Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Rev. Paree Metjian. 
Standing: Varsen Torosian, Advisor; Barbara Boghosian, Treasurer; Rose Najarian , Chairperson; 
MaryAnn Mozian, Corresponding Secretary; Donna Siroonian, Publicity, Evelyn Kalpagian, Co­
Chairperson; Zabel Kaprielian, Costumes and Properties. 

Missing from picture: Marion Bandazian, Recording Secretary; Roland Hepsen, Liaison; Heggie 
Shegerian, Advisor; Gloria Zoraian, Advisor. 

Teachers: Rose Ann Arzoomanian, Sassy Bemchajekian, Alice and Seta Boudoughian, Nadya 
Cilingiryan, Barbara Hovsepian, Rosine Hovsepian, Vahe Hovsepian, Anais Kradjian, Verkine 
Marashian, Principal ; Yeretzgin Angel Metjian, Sylva Mikaelian, Araxie Moumdjian, Blanda and 
Karin Yilanjian. 



·~ . . Do your best to add goodness to your faith; to your goodness 
add knowledge." II Peter 1:5 

A.C.Y.O.A. 

Seated(/. tor.): Karin Yilanjian, Aimee Capizzi, Jeannine Mozian, Tamar Metjian, 
Peggy Bedevian, Leslie Boghosian. Middle row: Majda Pazarciyan, Nora Tossoun­
ian, Talene Kradjian, Vice Chairman; Sevan Markarian, Edward Kalpagian, Chair­
man; Diane Kradjian, Barkev Tookmanian, Jan Rayland, Advisor. Back row: Bar­
bara Rayland, Advisor; Alice Boudoughian, Secretary; Debbie Bedevian, Publici­
ty; Chris Demirdjian, Gregg Najarian, Treasurer; Rev. Paree Metjian, Joseph Tash­
jian, Steven Chagachbanian, Armen Varjabedian, Gregg Tookmanian, Vahram Var­
jabedian, Liaison. 

Missing from photo: Susan Avdoian, Tara Bajakian, Karen Dabaghian, Hasmig 
Dellakian, Tania Gulekjian, John Hamalian, Greg Kaprelian, Sarita Melkon, John 
Najarian, Jonathan Najarian, Masis Pazarciyan, Danielle Tashjian, Darryl Vartabed­
ian, Aret Yilanjian. 

"The one thing I do, is to forget what is behind me and do my best to reach 
what is ahead. So I run straight toward the goal in order to win the prize." Philip­
pians 3:14 

Sr. Boys Basketball 

Front row (/. to r.): Armen Varjabedian, Richard Soultanian, Christopher Demir­
djian, Joseph Tashjian, Edward Kalpagian. Back row: Roger Voskian, Steven 
Chagachbanian, Noubar Jessourian, Mark Loughead, George Kechejian, Keith 
Henanian, Arthur Ohnikian, Robert Ohnikian, Coach; Rev. Paree Metjian. 

Girls Basketball Team 

Seated(/. tor.): Peggy Bedevian, Alice Boudoughian, Deidre Ekmekjian, Hasmig Dellakian. Mid­
dle row: Danielle Tashjian, Leslie Boghosian, Tamar Metjian. Back row: Rev. Paree Metjian, Ar­
thur Ohnikian, George Kechejian, Coach. 



Gold Sponsors 

~lr. anrl ~Irs. \raghinak AYakian 

In ~Icmorv of ~I r. and ~Irs. Took man Bakalian 
l\1 r. and ~Irs. Leo Bakalian 

In ~!emory of ~Jr. and ;\Irs. Joseph Bakalian 
~I r. and ;\Irs. Leo Bakalian 

Joseph and Lucy Bedrosian 

Edward and Barham Boghosian 

;\lr. and ~Irs. James Boyajian 

Mrs. IIerminc Buchakian 

Robert Buchakian 

Craft Tcxtik Printing Co., Inc. 

In ;\lcmory of my beloved husband, Andrew 
;\Irs. ;\Ian· Dabbakian 

Dr. and ;\Irs. Frank De Dominicis 

!\Irs. Elsie Donigi.an 

In Loving ;\Icmory of Bedros Gamgochian 
II us hand and father 
1\raxic and Peter (~amgochian 

;\lr. and ;\Irs. John Jerrahian 

Peter and Anlcmis Jesralv . -

;\Ir. and ;\Irs. S. Rex Kachigian and ~Iargaret 

Steven and Corinne Kachigian 

l\Irs. Alice Kan)()kjian 

The ;\Iarket Basket 

In Loving ;\Iemory of Zavcn ;\larootian 
Anne ~Iaroot ian and George ;\Iarootian 

;\li nchi n Fu ncral 

Rose, (~rcgg and Jonathan Najarian 

.Jim and Emerald :-\oorigian 

,\rthur and Katherine Ohnikian 

Lynn G. Pinajian and Paul Pinajian 

;\lr. Rupen L. Saddler 

St. .Mary Armenian Church 

Mr. and ~Irs. Lnd Shahbazian 

;\lr. and ;\Irs. J acq ucs Tossounian 

Arto and Amy \rartoukian 

Silver Sponsors 

Mr. and ~Irs. Thomas Ashbahian 

Rev. and ;\Irs. Art en Ashjian 

.Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Bchakjian 

John and Lucy Chagachbanian 

Mrs. Hose Chookazian 

The Dahaghian Family 
Barry, Carol, Karyn and Glen 

;\lr. and ~Irs. Auhannes Dcmirdjian 
Sylva and John Garo 

;\lr. and ;\Irs. llagop Deminljian 

George & Bill Dworetzky, Inc. 

Dr. and Mrs. A. Paul Gezurian 

In Memory of mother Susie Dabag and 
Ilusband William Grnnstra 
Florence L. Grunstra 

In ~lcmory of 1\ndrew Dabhakian 
Ara, Dawn, Kirk and Dara Ilounh~jian 

Kaprclian Oriental Rugs and Carpets, Inc. 

;\Irs. Zabcllc Dahbakian Kcil 

l\lr. and .Mrs. 1\Iii:jan Kirian and Familv 

Dr. and Mrs. Ashod ~. Krikoryan 

Kuiken Brothers 

James and Isabelle Jerahian La ;\lont 

Helen. and A ram :\Iazouj ian 

Rev. and ;\lrs. Puree ;\Ictjian, 
'I~unar, Ara and Talcne 

Bob and l\Iary Ann ;\lozian 

;\lr. and Mrs. \'asken Ohanyan 

Andy and Florence Purpusc 

In ;\lcmory of ;\lary and Alex Yart,ancsian 
Alex and G·cmma Skendcrian 

Ilappy 50th Anni\'crsary 
Takvorian Family 

;\Irs. ;\largaret D. Tfank 

G-loria and Richard Tomasian 

;\Ir. and !\Irs. Krikor Toufavan 
.\nne and Arthur 

Yahram, Bcrjuhi, Lorraine, Annen 
\'arjabcdian 

In ;\!emory of our beloved parents 
;\Ir. and ;\Irs. \\'alter \'art ancsian 

;\Ir. and ;\Irs .. \!fred .\. \'oskian 



Bronze Sponsors 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Aprahamian Mr. and Mrs. George Koseyan 

Mr. and Mrs. Dikran llakalian Mr. and Mrs. Ilydook 1\Iantashian 

Irene and Lauren Bianco Dr. and Mrs. G. Mardirossian 

In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. N. Gazarian Mrs. G. Mardirossian 
Mr. and Mrs. Nazareth Boyajian 

Mrs. Violet Mazoujian 
Mrs. Anne Casparian 

Mr. and Mrs. Antoine Moumdjian 
Mr. and Mrs. Ilaig Chongoushian 

;\1r. and Mrs . .John Ohncgian 
Mrs. V. Dovlctian 

.Mr. and ~irs. Sahag Ozdcmirci 
Mr. and Mrs. George Ermis 

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce P Scmonian 
Mr. and Mrs. Ilaig Gamarckian 

Mrs. Semon Semonian 
Mrs. Florence Gulkasian 

George and Marion Shahinian 
Mr. Dick Hachadoorian 

Thiessen Plumbing & Heating 
Ilackensack Supply Co. 

:Mrs. Dovic Ti I bian 
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Ilalcjian 

Edward and Varscn Torosian 
Mr. and Mrs. John Ilamalian 

Mr. and Mrs. Shavarsh 'H>rosian 
In Loving Memory of Nishan Vezirian 

John, Vivian, .Jon Vartan and .Joy Hovsepian Cniquc Carpet Co. 

Ycretzgin Zarouhi Jclalian Vahanian Family 

Mr. and Mrs . .Joseph Jcsra1y Mr. and Mrs . .John Vi:>skian 

Anne Kondarjian 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sanossian 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We wish to express our sincere appreciation to: 

Mr. and Mrs. E. George Dabagian - Printing 

Carol Der Boghosian - Banquet Photographer 

Contributing Photographers: 
Dr. Barry Halejian 
Jonathan Najarian 
Alfred Voskian 

& 
~ 
& 

Charles Holopikian - Historical Photographer ~ 

Steven and Corinne Kachigian - Cover Design 

George Paroonagian - Photography (Color Separation) 

And all parishioners and friends who are faithful givers of their time, ~· 
talent and treasure for the growth of St. Leon Armenian Church and 
for the Glory of God. 

We realize that many of our parishioners are not pictured or ~ 
recognized in this booklet. We wish our church records enabled us 
to include everyone's photographs and names. 

Remember, God knows who you are and what you have given to · 
His church and your family. He recognizes everyone! 

~~~~~~J 



"Only he who remains firm in and loyal to his vision and 
future ascends heights in life, sharing with thousands of 
others his true joy acquired with toil. He only reaches that 
height who is full of faith. It is only in religion that one 
learns to be humble, patient and understanding even in 
greatness." 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 


