ST. LEON'S ARMENIAN CHURCH, FAIR LAWN, NJ
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 1992

Matins 9:30am DivineLiturgy 10:15am Blessing of Water 12:15 pm

Wheye is the newborn k’isg :;f é&;a“%%?
S

followed by

CHURCH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
AND FAMILY DINNER

in the Abajian Hall
Donation: $10.00 for adults  $5.00 for all students

DINNER BY RESERVATION ONLY
NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOCR

FPOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL

Eliz Tossounian 227 -6603
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THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS

Christ Is borm:glority him. Christ comes
from heaven: go out 16 meet him. Christ
descends 1o earth: let us be ralsed on
high. Let all the world sing 1o the Lord:
let the heavens rejoice and let the earth
be glad, for his sake who was firet in
heaven and then on earth. Christ Is
here in the flesh; let us exult with fear
and joy - with {ear, because of our sins;
with joy, because of the hope that he
brings us.

l

S Gragay oy Naverms
1220359

() |t IRADOO weiizz |()

ST. LEON ARMENIAN CHURCH » 12-61 SADDLE RIVER ROAD e FAIR LAWN, NJ..07410 » TEL: 791-2862




St Leon Armenian Chureh
12-61 Saddle Biver Road

Falr Lawn, NJ 07410
Addrees Corraction Requested

Non-Profit Organization
US Postage PAID
Falr Lawn, NJ
Permit No. 178

This copy goes 10!

NOVEMBER /DECEMBER 1991

‘ll/l’llﬂpﬁiw Si Luml'u,i The Prigt

Ve ) Geoiptuing

YOLUME 40, No.5/6

PARISH CALERDAR OF EVENTS

7 Tue., Dec. 24 - 7:30 pm
¥ Fri., Dec, 27 - 9:.30 am
% Tue., Dec. 31

% Sat., Jan. 4 - 5:00 pm
# Sun., Jan. 5 - 9:30 am

# Tue,, Jan. 14 - 8:00 pm
& Fri., Jan. 17 - 8:00 pm
# Sun., Jan. 19 - 7:30 pm
* February 14-17

# Sun., Feb, 23

Christmas Eve Vespers
Care ‘N Share “Breakfast w/ Santa”
New Year's Eve Gala
Armenian Christmas Eve
Armenian Christmas Services
Church School Dinner and Program
Women's Guild Meeting
Men'’s Fellowship
Ecum. Prayer for Christian Unity
ACYQA Jr.s Sports Weekend
Annual Parish Assembly

Atienton all Lradoo reportersd

Please submit your articies for the next issue by January 186

Acting Editor: Fr. Arshen Aivazian
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THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS

Christ Is bormn:glority him. Christ comes
from heaven: go oir 10 meet him. Christ
descends 1o earth: let us be ralsed on
high. Lat all the world sing 1o the Lord:
let the heavens rejoice and let the earth
be glad, for his sake who was first In
heaveri and then on earth. Christ Is
here in the flesh: let us axult with fear
and Joy - with fear, because of our sins:
with joy, because of the hope that he

brings us.
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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

OQur new Parish Christlan Education and
Family Worship schedule and program s
being Implamented since September. At this
stage of the life of the program, I think i will
ba useful 10 take 2 quick look ai it in order to
make our efforts more effective and more
productive. Firsi, | think, we must all agres
whether such a new approach was necsssary, Before embarking on this prolect
| ried 10 maka the case for lis need. The former schedule of simultanecusly held
Sunday Schoe! for chlidren and Divine Liturgy long lost [is effeciveness of
providing the opporunity for Christian Education and Worship for every member
of the community, the whole family, adults and children alike. This condlusion
has been recognized for a long ime by religlsus educators and many dergy. We
do not need 1o lock 100 far to sse the ruth of this sad reality. Our young pecple,
many of them graduates of our Sunday Schools, are not in Church. Many of our
young parems bring thelr chiidren io Sunday Scheol but only few remaln 1o
paricipate in the worshlp ssrvice of the communlly. B will not be an
oversiatement 1o say that ihe vast majority of our pecple who are in church are
“unchurchad”, thay lack the basic understanding of the teachings of the chureh,
they were not nurtured by the church in thelr faith and therelore never leamed
what It Is 10 be 2 Community of God. This does not necessarily mean that our
people are “unbellevers” and that they do not care about thelr falth. Notat all. k
only means that the falth they recelved at baptism, which was io have been
nuriured within the Church Community, remained an infanmt and did not grow.
The need for the nurture of our infant fafth is an undenizbla raallly and
something had 1o be done about it.

The ulimate purpose of Christan Communlly life Is to study the Word of God
and to worship Him tegether, and bear witness to Him in our lives. Our effort is
indeed to refocus our personal commitment to the Gospel of Qur Lord In a
growing and worshipping community. | am very pleased and enccuraged by the
overwhelmingly positive receplion of our new program. There are more young
people in church, worshipping together, pariicipating in the liturgy and sharing
the Body and Biood of Our Lord. The message of the Gospel Is belng heard
more loudly and more ciearly and the mission of the Church is being refocused.
if the cornments from people on the psws Is any evidence, more than 80% are
posiftve. That does not mean that we have no problems and everything is
running smeoothly. Not at all. The process of adjustment has just begun and we
ali have to be paiient with ourselves and with one another while we make our
sieady progress., Some parenis still need 1o learm 1o remain In Church for the
Divine Liturgy wiih their children after Chureh School classes are dismissed.
Some of us have 10 get used 1o worshipping with the chlidren In fruly adhering to
the words of our Lord that “whoever welcomes one such child for my sake
welcomes me.” (Matt.18:5) In short, we all have 1o rethink our often misaligned
notions of what it means o be “The Church”, the community of Christian
belisvers.

And as we izke our iitle steps toward that goal, let us continua to pray for the
Lord's blessings on us and on our efforts.
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THE PARISH COUNCIL CORNER

It Is a busy time for our parish as wa
worie 1o the end of the year and staet
closing the books, both ilterally and
figuratlvely. As busy as the ysar has
been, so has the |ast few wesks.

Qur Interfaith Community Thanksglving
Service on Sunday, November 24 was
very successiul in bringlng iogether the
religious communities of our tlown. Over 500 people from the Christian and
Jewish communiiles attended the service headed by thelr clergy and a
combined chlldren's choir provided the music. Once again our Women's
Guild did a marvelous job In hosting the reception that foliowed.

In response to a directive from the Diocese we embarked on a dothing
eollection and fund ralsing campalign o help our brother and sisters In
Armenia who are geing through hard 1mes this wimer. Thanks 1o everyone's
sfforts our clothing collsction drive ended very successiully and thousands of
peopie in Armenla are 2 litle warmer. Our fundralsing drive is sill golng on
and we hope that evervone will contribuie 1o the fund to send food and other
necessary tems.

On Sunday, Novamber 24, Tollowing the Divine Liturgy, more than 15 couples
were in church to celebrate a service of thanksglving on the cccasion of their
wadding annlversaries which they marked during the vear. Der Hayr
performed a special service of Blessing of Wine which the couples shared.

We welcome the newly formed Men's Fellowship as one of our Church
Organizations. s formations, it seems, was long overdue, Judging from the
successful slart. We fook forward 1o thelr contributions to our parish
community lie.

Cur upcoming New Year's Eve QGala is a seliout. About 350 tickets wers sold
out within wo weeks and we are looking jorward to a wonderful time
together.

Cur new Christian Education and Famnlly wd?sh(p Divine Liurgy program and
schedule |s progressing very satisfactorily. ht Is hearwarming to see adults
and children learning and worshipping logether.

See you all in church and have a happy New Year everyone.

Ay Mgl Corespora)ng Sec ey
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Many church members have enough religion to make
them decent but not enough to make them dynamic.
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FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

COur Annual Parish Assembly Is scheduled to
be held on Sunday, February 23, following
the Church Services. All organizefions are
: : / asked io please submit thelr activiies and
e financlal reports by no later than January 15,
Cﬂ In order to enable the church office 1o prepare
FOR TARS the Annual Report Booklet on time. On the
agenda this year Is the election of three
Diocesan Delegates, flve Parish Council members, Nominating and Audhing
Committees. Our present Nominating Commitiee consists of Sarkis Bedevian,
Dawn Hourdajlan and Vikcen Jessourlan, with Berdjouhl Parseghian as
aiternate. They are in the process of preparing a slate of candidates for the
varlous vacancies. lf you ara Interested \n running for office or If you would like
10 nominate someonse, please call Dawn Hourdajlan at 447-2882, For your
information, the Diocesan By-Laws specify that to run for office one hasto be a
member “In good standing™ for at least one year, and for at least six months In
order to vote.

CHOIR NOTES

The reconstructed 10th century Badarak is now In
full use and the cholr has quickly adapted to It with
the help of rehearsals with Der Hayr.

You may have noted some new faces In the cholr
the past few months, We have weicome Harry Bargamlan, Berj Manoogian and
Brett Nooriglan as membaers of the cholr. We hope their participation will serve
as a calalyst to attract others to join our Choir. Also, as Der Hayr has
emphasized ime and again, we welcome the participation of the congregaton
in the singing of parts assigned io the people.

Activiies slated for 1982 will entall the purchase of some needed new robes
and for us 1o fine-tuna the singing of the Badarak. It Is also planned to.havs our
annual mesting for the purpose of elecling new officers for 1893-04,

Leow? Doayganary CHimmsr

CARE AND SHARE

During our November meeting we had an Informa-
tve prasentation on financial planning. Cur Annual
Christmas Dinner and Sodlal with husbands was
very successful and Indeed enjoyable. We are
looking forward to our “Breakiast with Santa” on
Friday, December 27 at 9:30 am in the Abajlan
Hall. if you have not made your reservations yet,
please do S0 as soon as you can. At the ime this Issue of the Lradoo reachss
you our collection of gifts for the “Shelter our Sisters™ weuld be conduded. We
are looking ferward 1o another successiul drive. Merry Christmas and happy
New Year to alll

Lisa Hyegian, Seorenyy

"
SUNDAY SCHOOL

We want 1o commend our Church School parenis
for getting thelr children 10 class on 1me. This is
essential 10 get the most of our 45 minute class
sesslon. We ask for your continusd support and
cooperation. We really want to encourage those
who have not yet joined us In class or In church 1o
do so. Discover the joy of worshipping as a family.
The chiidren are getiing 1o participating In the
Badarak and its wenderful 1o see them moving their
lps and humming the songs.

= Note your calendars that on Sunday, January 6, we
,\ will have our Annual Christmas Program and

\ 9 Dinner following church srvices. While a separate
fiyer has been made 10 all, we would like o remind gveryone 10 make your
reservations as soon as you can by caling Ellz Tossounlan at 223-6603. No

mm be sold &t the door. Donatien Is $10 for adults and £5 for all
s,

Lz Bl Asslsizn Sypeimercery

ARMENIAN SCHOOL

The Armenlan Schoo! revived a Christnas
Tradition making ree ornaments by shaping thelir
Armenian Inital in dough and individually
decorating them In thelr own style. Each studert
made two - one to hang on our tes In the
Church educational wing and one to 1ake home
for thelr tamily tree.

We are proud 1o announce that two classes
achleved perfect attendance - first lever, Emily Avedian's class, for the firsi
quarter ot the school year and 7th level, Clalre Hamalian's class, for the month
of November. They will have the honor of hanging the Perfect Attendance
banner In thelr classrooms. Tha Toliowing students participated: Arek Mark,
Gareen Hamallan, Vane Beddyan, David Jinivizian, Vahag Medzadourian,

Arda Jesraly, Lena Jinlvizlan, Christine Royland, Loucine Maljal
Alvazian and Adam Tashjan, ’4 jaian, Macrina

We are looking forward 1o our Armenian Schos! Christmas Party on
Wednesday, January 8. Gagham Baba will visit the students during the
svening bearing gifts. a pot luck dinner for students and family wiil also be a
part of our evening’s ceiebration, A rraditonal anoushabour will be served.

Badg Boghosyy Secraryy



ING PARISH QUTREACH
HELI Probably the least known act of
THE HUNGRY - o

our parish llfe is the outreach pro-

gram for the poor and the needy.
0/' While It Is gratifying to see more and

more ‘people are getiting involved in
this most worthwhile effort, there are
many maore people in our parish who
must be Informed about 1. i was only
three years ago, Just about this ime of year when Der Hayr inlliated the
establishment of our Charlty Fund, with the purpose of creating a vehidle to
help the ever growing number of the homeless and the needy In our
communities. The response since then has been overwhelming. Mrs. Elsle
Donigian and Mrs. Kora Zadiglan coordinated our the program of providing
ocoasional dinners and lunches 1o a homeless shelter. In a very short time we
were able 10 make a commitment 1o provide a dinner once a month 1o residents
at Eva's Shelter in Paterson, and 1o a men’s shelter in Hackensack In the
summer. In addition to thess, we also pariicipate with the other churches in Fair
Lawn 1o provide dinner for a whole week 1o a family shelter in Englewood twice
a year. Cccasionally we are asked to cook and serve a meal on a Sunday
afternoon 1o a walk-in shelter In Hackensack. Words cannot express the feeling
of gratification one experiences when one maeets the Lord In the personal
encounter of the hungry and the poor. We extend an invitation o everyone 1o
be a part of this effort. Pleass call Dovie Tliblan, our current coordinator, at
488-56394. We would llke 10 acknowledge Kaiherine Ohnlkian jor donating the
food In October and preparing and serving It with Andrea Halejlan; Araxde
Toroslan for donating a turkey In November and to Bose Kirian and Florence
Guikaslan for cooking and serving It fo Mr. & Mrs. Sahag Ozdemircl for
donating the food in December and to Barbara Hovseplan for shopping and
eooking It Qur thanks, of course to Elsle, Kora, and now Dovie for coordinating
our outreach program.

CLOTHING DRIVE FOR ARMENIA

On very short notice and in very short time
St Leon's proved once again that when love,
care and concern are the motivators all
obstacles can be overcome. And thus it was
during the wo weeks before Thanksgiving.
The Diocese had sent dirsctives 1o all parishes that there is an urgent nesd for
winter clothing In some remote villages in Armenla. Within less than two weeks
we collacted more than 20,000 Ibs of ciothing. Cur church served as the center
of coliection where all the collections from other metropolitan area churches
were brought, sorted out, baled and frucked 1o the alrport. Our thanks first and
foremost 1o all the donors. But we would also like to thank a few people for
specific 1asks that they periormed: 1o Grace Pinajlan and Anne Kachiglan -

F "

for organizing the whole effort of sorting ow, 1abeling and bagging the clothes
with assistance from Care and Share mothers, Armenian School Board
membars and mothers, Women's Gulld members and over 26 indvidua
parshloners both from 81 Leon's and 8t Thomas; to Joseph and lra
Marootian of Marogtian Trading Co. for baling the clothes; 10 The Treasure
island Company for providing thelr own frucks and drivers to plck up all the
clothes from all the churches In the area and transporiing them 1o the bale
house and 1o the airport; 10 Richard Tomasian for providing the plastic bags:
and last bul not lgast 10 our custedian Minas Arakelian for working extra hard
o get things done an ime. Thank you alll Just think, as a direct result of your
contibutions and your labor hundreds of people In Armenla are a litle
warmer this winer,
Sarne of
O VOLEIOEY
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MEN'S FELLOWSHIP

Friday, December 13 will go into the
YSOS;:"%E THE annals of out parsh history as an
INGREDIENT important date. That svening more
- than 40 men of our parish met and
°_ 3 formally announced the birth of a
s new organization for the men in our
parish. Dr. Berd] Fered) an, the orginater of the whole Idea and the ehalrman
of itz Ad Hoc Committes explained the maln purpose and goals of the
organization: Christian felloweghip, community outreach, parish support and
soclal izaton . Bob Ishkanian presemed the varety of aciviles being
considered for the organization. With the support and cooperaton of all the
men prasent the orgsnization was formally brought inio being. Organizalonal
bydaws will be prepared at a later date. For now a $26.00 annual
membership dues was adopted and [t was decided to meet again on Friday,
January 17 at 8 pm In the Community Center. Election of officers will be held
al that meeting. At the conclusion of the mesling everyone enjoyed some
refreshments and games. All men of the parish are Invited 1o our next
meeting on January 17.

GEOPO SR/ S 975



.8.

P would like to thank St Leon's Senlors and
i members of the Women's Quild for their tele-
am Q ! phone calls and get well wishes and prayers

during my recent hospital stay. I'm home now
and recuperating, and your kind words meani
very much 1o me. | hope to Join you shorily.

Licite Varlery

On behalf of the Parish Coundll and the entire parish
we would like 10 express our heartfelt thanks 1o Dr.
Berd| Feredjian, Project Chalrman and Architect Tho-
0@5 mas Ashbahlan, for their untiring efforts in accomplish-

ing the consiruction of the handicapped access ramp 1o

the church. Without thelr relentiess pursult and professional expertise the

project would not have been completed so successfully and In relatively such
a short ime.

NEW MEMBERS

Bert and Rosemary Bedrosian
Richard and Bonnle Malajian
James and Priscllla Bashian

PARISH RESISTRY

BAPTISMS
November 3 - Olivia Grace, daughter of James and Sandra Leltner
November 17 - Arl, son of Aret and Bha Kartalyan

Decamber 1 - John Anthony, son of John and Arlene Sousa
ENGAGEMENT

August 12 - Raffl Jessourian and Arlene Seraydarlan
WEDDINGS

November 2 - Linda Tameslan and George Kaltayan
November 10 - Angela Cumella and John Rikers
FALLEN ASLEEP IN CHIRST

October 24 - Azniv Crllingirian

October 25 - Avedis Bonjoukllan

October 20 - James Bozlan

November 28 - Vincent incecyah

December 12 - Siranoush T akoushlan

December 13 - Florence Purpuse

.9-
CONDOLENCES

durian Meyer or
Our condolences to Dr. Ralph Meyer and Dr. Knarlg Khatcha

the death of thelr mother and mothedn-law Bertha Meyer, who died o
November 1 in Mason Clty, lowa.

DONRTIORS

The Pastor and Parlsh Councli gratefully acknowledge the following donations
Our thanks to the donors.

TO THE CHURCH

Mr. & Mrs. Papken Simonyan  $ 25.00

Mr. Gomidas Haroutunian 200.00

Mr. & Mrs. Minas Arakellan 80.00

Mr. & Mrs. Apraham Svadfian 50.00 .
On the occasion of thelr 60th wedding anniversary.

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Bchaklian £0.00
On the occaslon of thelr 20th wedding anniversary.

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF OHANNES JINIVIZIAN (Additional)

Mr. & Mrs. Barkeve Jinivizian Mr. & Mrs. Jack Najarian
New Total: $410.00

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF DR. NISHAN JOHNSON (Additonal)
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Nakashian #Mr. & Mrs. Louls Sclala
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Tumamian MNew Total: $765.00

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF ARCHIE MAROOQTIAN

Anita, Juna & Roxie Delison Mr. & Mrs. Arz Kedison
Total: $60.00

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF VERJIN ALDJIAN

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Elils Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fischbein
Mrs. Ann & Nadine Aljlan Mr. & Mrs. Steve Aprahamian
Mrs. Qladys Aslanian Mr. & Mrs. Richard Aljlan

Mr. & Mrs. John Hovseplan Mr, & Mrs, Noubar Jessourlan ‘



Mr. & Mrs. Sebouh Jessourian

Mr. & Mrs. Rex Kachiglan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kallem
Mrs. Yerlin Kazanjlan

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Pinajlan
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sepetflan
brs. Victorla Vezirlan

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Voskian
Mr. & Mrs. Ammand Bogoslan
Mr. & Mirs. Edward Kalpagian
Mrs, Rose Mozian
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Boghosian

Mrs. Mary and Miss Annette Chniklan

-10-

Chiregjdjlan Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Ketigian
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Loughead
Mr. & Mrs. Halg Markarian
Mrs. Harriet Sahaglan

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Tomasian
Mr. & Mrs. John Yoskian

Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Bedevian
Mrs. Dovie Tliblan

Mr. & Mrs. Zaven Dadekian
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkls Qabrellian
Mrs. Sue Keosayian

Total: $10056.00

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS IN MEMOR'Y OF AVEDIS BONJOUKUAN

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mirakian
Mr. & Mrs. Louls Erirup

Mr. Avedis Alashian

Mr. & Mrs. L. Jerry Stepanian
Mr. & Mrs. 8. Davagian

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Mesropian
Mrs. Satenig Mirakian
Mr. & Mrs. M. Asadorian
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Parnagian
Fair Lawn Seniors Ciub
Total: $370.00

IN LiEU OF FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF AZNIV CHILINGIRIAN

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Anderson
Mrs. Kora Zadigian

Mr. & Mrs. John Jerrahian
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Kachlgian
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Pinajlan
Mrs. Dorothy Karamian

Mr. & Mrs. Dikran Bakallan
Mrs. Edna Tungrian
Mr. Jack Nakashian
Mrs. Anne Marootian
Mrs. Dovie Tiibian
Total: $1015.00

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF HELEN HAIG

Miss Yirginia Holopikian
Bir. & Mrs. Masis Parseghian

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kougasian
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkls Badevian

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Parseghian
Tracy A. Robinson

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ajamian
Bum Famiiy

bMr. & Mrs. Jehn Chagachbanian
Mr. & Mrs. Sebouh Jessourian
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Kaye

Mr. & Mrs. Maxim Karaflan

Mr. & Mrs. Vahram Varjabedlan

19 =

Mrs. Hazel Hartunian

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Ringel
Edward Ajamian & Sandy

Mr. & Mrs. Willlam Qalese

Mr. & Mrs, Charles Hardemlan

Mrs. Arlemis Jesraly

Mr. & Mrs. George Keurian

ir. & Mrs. Arihur Ohnikian
Mrs. Virginia Aginian

Total: $7856.00

iN LIEU OF FLOWERS iN MEMORY OF JAMES BOZIAN

Mrs. Shake BozZian

Mr. & Mrs. John Nakashian
Mr. & Mrs. Aram Mazoujlan
Mrs. Florence Quikasian

Mr. & Mrs. Yahram Yarjabedlan
Mrs. Rose Chookazian

Mr. & Mrs. James Nootlgian
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burdman
Mrs. Vivian Margossian

Mr. & Mrs. John Deyirmenjian
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Herdemian
Dr. & Mrs. John Yosklan

Mr. & Mrs. Zaven Halellan

Mr. & Mrs. GQary Malajlan

Mr. & Mrs. George Bovengo

#ir. Charles Bozan

Mr. Jack Makashian

Mrs, Edna Tungrian

Mr. & Mrs. Yahe ishkanlan
Mrs. Mary Boyaly

Mr. & Mrs. Sebouh Jessourian
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ishkanian
Mr. & Mrs. Avedis Donelian
Mrs. Rose Kirlan
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Bedevian
Ms. Emma Tarakajian

Mr. Hagop Kasarjian

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Malajlan

Mrs. Florence Arzroun!

Total: $1010.00

Blessed are those who can give without
remembering, and receive without forgetting.
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