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We would like to extend our deepest appreciation and grati­
tude to the coordinated efforts of many individuals, who made 
this souvenir journal possible. 

Inasmuch as all the sponsorships in this booklet were tokens 
of appreciation of His Grace's long and devoted services to the 
Armenian Church, the committee deemed it appropriate, to list 
the individual names in a roster form in their correspondingly 
valued pages. We are sure this will have the whole hearted ap­
proval of our sponsors. 

The Committee 

HIS GRACE MAMPRE ARCHBISHOP CALFA Y AN 
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MAMPRE CALFAYAN AS ARCHDEACON 
AT THE AGE OF 27 IN JERUSALEM. 
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Biographical sketch of the 30th Anniver­
sary of the Priesthood of His Grace, Mampre 
Archbishop Calfayan. 

Neither the time at hand nor the limited 
confines of this booklet permit us to give 
any lengthy recording of the; life of His 
Grace, Mampre Archbishop Calfayan. We 
shall therefore endeavor to present a com­
pact sketch introducing those facts and 
events which shaped his destiny. 

Born February 12, 1893 in Izmyrnia, Near 
East, of a socially prominent and well known 
family, His Grace was baptized Aram. Var­
tan. Calfayan, his father, was the master 
architect of the City Hall; his mother, Yep­
rakse, was the daughter of the illustrious 
Boghos Bey Akjelian. A woman of piety 
and well versed in the ideals and traditions 
of the church, she inspired her son to strive 
for the priesthood. In addition to his parents, 
Aram had three brothers and a sister-all 
of whom achieved prominence in later life. 

His Grace attended the Avedisian Public 
School and upon completing his elementary 
education there, continued his studies with 
the local French Freres. Later, he went ro 
the Mechitarian School. 

In 1908, after the Ottoman Constitution, 
he visited his brother, Baghdasar, and his 
sister, Rose, in Port Said, Egypt. Here and 
later in Beirut, he resumed his studies with 
the French Freres where he also lectured for 
three years. 

On the eve of World War I, on November 
2 5, 1914, His Grace was forced to flee from 
Beirut to Egypt disguised as a clergyman. 
In 1915, during the great Armenian-Turkish 
catastrophe, he was employed by a French 
bank, and was entrusted with their records 
and correspondence. He remained in this 
position until 1920. During this period, he 
not only assisted in the formation of a chap­
ter of the French Foreign Legion in 1916 
but was also a charter member of the or­
ganization; this action gained him the esteem 
of the French military forces. 
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In June, 1920, a great change occurred 
and' new vistas opened up before him. His 
Grace felt the desire and need to devote 
himself to the spiritual life-truly a fulfill­
ment of his mother's fondest dreams. He 
entered Sr. Hagop's monastery in Jerusalem; 
where under the guidance 'of Archbishop 
Elisha Tourian, he applied himself earnestly 
to ecclesiastical and theological studies . 

With Guregh (later Archbishop lsrae­
lian), His Grace was ordained a monk 
(apegha) on June 10, 1923 by Tourian, 
Patriarch of Jerusalem. Immediately there­
after, he became pastor at Jaffa where he 
served until August 1925. Then, he travelled 
to Europe at the invitation of Bishop Krikoris 
Balakian, an emissary of the Catholicos, who 
conferred upon His Grace the degree of 
Vartabed. He then served as pastor of Mar­
seilles and its environs from September 1925 

to July 1927. 

He came to America during the primacy 
of Archbishop Tirayre Hovanessian and be­
came pastor at the Holy Cross Church, Union 
City, N. J- His eight year residence in Union 
City has been hailed as outstanding in every 
phase-spiritually, educationally and culrural­
ly. It would not be possible, in this limited 

FIRST PORTRAIT OF MAMPRE CALFAYAN 
AFTER HIS ORDINATION INTO THE 

PRIESTHOOD hN 1923. 
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MAMPRE CALFAYAN AS PRELATE IN MAR­
SEILLES, FRANCE FROM 1925 TO 1927. 

space to present an adequate account of his 
multitudinous activities. Suffice it to say 
that Archbishop Tourian, Primate of the 
American Armenian Church rewarded His 

Grace's many services by co~ferring upon 
him the degree of Dzirakoon Vartabed. 

In 1934, following the martyred death of 
Archbishop Ghevom Tour ian (December 
24, 1933) the Central Commircee unani­
mously elected His Grace as Acring Primate . 
In the ensuing six years of stress and sad­
ness, he discharged the duties of this high 
office capably, courageously, and with deep 
devotion until 1939 when the election of 
Archbishop Karekin Hovsepian was verified 
by the Holy See in Etchmiadzin. 

His Grace continued to advance up the 
seeps of the church hierarchy: he was or­
dained Bishop in 1935 by the Catholicos 
Khoren 1st in Etchmiadzin, consecrated 
Archbishop, July 1945, by our present Catho­
licos, Kevork VI. In addition, His Grace was 
presented the medal of St. Gregory the Illu­
minator by the Catholicos, Khoren 1st in 
1935 as a token of appreciation for His 
Grace's selfless dedication to the church 
and for his unswer·ting loyalty ro the Holy 
See. In 1941, he officiated as pastor of the 
Fowler, California Church, and then the 
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West Coast received him as Primate of 
California from 1942 to 1946. In 1947, he 
3:ssumed the duty of temporary pastor at 
the Holy Cross Church in Los Angeles. Fol­
lowing a four months tour of Europe in 
1949, he assumed the pastorate of St. Hagop's 
Church, 1950-1951. He returned in 1951, 
both to America and to the locale in which 
he had served previously-New Britain, 
Hartford-and once again, by the overwhelm­
ing desire of the parish, to Paterson. 

His Grace's literary efforts are compiled 
in six volumes-unpublished as yet--con­
taining sermons, prayers, and a special trans­
lation of the Bible. 

True to his own inmost desire to serve 
God and his fellow man, His Grace has 
added ro his stature as a humane and dedi­
cated churchman by his adoption of many 
homeless boys whom he cherishes as sons. 
In 1945, His Grace adopted Aram, then aged 
7. Currently, he is paternally providing for 
all of this youngster's needs and benevolently 
supervising his education. 

His Grace, Mampre Archbishop Calfayan 
is today as always, deeply cognizant of the 
high call of his duty. Ever loyal and faithful 
to the holy and sanctified traditions of our 
church, he can look back with happiness, 
supported by the integrity and humility with 

HIS HOLINESS KHOREN I CATHOLICOS OF 
THE ARMENIAN CHURCH CONSECRATED 

HIS GRACE AS BISHOP IN 1935. 
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MAMPRE CALFAYAN AFTER ORDINA­
TION AS BISHOP IN FULL EPISCOPAL 

VESTMENT. 

which, by God's grace, he has ever under­
taken his obligations as pastor, Primate of 
the California Diocese, Acting Primate of 
America, and Chairman of the Diocesan 
CounciL Today, he continues in this role­
with enthusiasm and with courage-a great 
man of the church. 

Following is a short synopsis of the activi­
ties and accomplishments of His Grace: 

Marseilles, France 

When he accepted the spiritual leadership 
of Marseilles his first task was to establish 
•Parish~s in Sr. Julienne, St. Lou, St. Margaret, 
St. Anroinne, Nice and Balon as well as 
chapels, schools and nursery groups. He 
coordinated and gave financial strength and 
dignity to the Prelacy of Southern France. 

America 

The younger generation being very close 
to his heart, he was the first to organize the 
young people into a group called "The Sons 
and Daughters of the Armenian Church" in 
Union City, N. ]., Paterson, N. J, New 
Britain, Conn., Detroit, Michigan, Racine, 
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HIS BEATITUDE ELYSEE TOURIAN, PAT­
RIARCH OF JERUSALEM, ORDAINED ARCH­

BISHOP MAMPRE CALFAYAN. 

Wisconsin and South Milwaukee. This group 
has come to be known as. the ACYO. 

It was during the burning of the mortgage 
of the Holy Cross Church in New York City 
that his sincere efforts were successful in 
enlisting the devoted interest and aid of Mr. 
Haik Kavookjian, who until today has never 
withdrawn his support. 

As acting Prelate he was successful in 
dissolving a long standing debt of the Pre­
lacy in the sum of $17,500. He also was able 
to contribute regularly to the Holy See the 
sum of $300 to $400 each month. In 1935 
he encouraged the Armenian community to 
make a gift of 3 cars and 3 typewriters which 
were sent to Etchmidzin. During this time 
the Holy Cross Church of New York City, 
the Holy Cross Church of Lawrence, Mass., 
and the St. James Church of Watertown, 
Mass., were consecrated. In 1938 he or­
ganized the first young women's group of 
our churches which was in Detroit, Michigan. 

He gave great impetus to the educated 
work of the Prelacy. He established four 
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HIS HOLINESS GEORGE VI CATHOLICOS OF 
THE ARMENIAN CHURCH CONFERRED THE 
TITLE OF ARCHBISHOP ON HIS GRACE 

IN 1945. 

Armenian Schools in New Jersey with an 
enrollment of more than 300 children. He 
organized the first Educational Board in the 
Prelacy and created the office of Supervision 
of Education, Mr. M. Hovnanian being the 
first Supervisor. He also established schools 
in New York City and suburbs and or­
ganized Boards of Trustees for their sup­
port. In 1939 he was responsible for the 
complete rebuilding of the St. Leon's Church 
and Hall in Paterson, N. ]., and consecrated 
ir in 1941. 

California 

As Primate of California working under 
a great many obstacles he was successful in 
founding not only the St. Paul's Cathedral in 
Fresno but he revitalized the religious life 
of the community by his untiring efforts in 
creating groups for all ages and interests 
including schools and choirs. In Los Angeles 
and . San Francisco he founded churches, 
schools and groups for young people and 
young women. For the first time a couples 
club was organized in 1950 under his leader­
ship and another one is now organized at 
St. Leon's Church in Paterson, N. ]., known 
as the St. Leon's Guild. 
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FIRST PORTRAIT OF 
MAMPRE CALFAYAN 

AS ARCHBISHOP 

IN JERUSALEM IN 1945. 

It is our high privilege and pleasure to 

commemorate the 30 years of sacrificial and 
fruitful labors of so great and valuable a 
spiritual leader of the Armenian people. 

The Parish of St. Leon's Armenian Apos­
tolic Church, Paterson, N. J., is deeply in­
debted to their beloved Archbishop--who 
tends his flock with such loving care-and 
are taking this particular occasion--a Com­
memoration Dinner-in an humble desire to 
express to His Grace their deep feeling and 
heartfelt gratitude for his guidance and ser­
vice, not only in Paterson-but through his 
many years in the Armenian Church. The 
Paterson Parish rises as one in their common 
prayer that God grant His Grace many more 
healthy years so that he may continue to 
serve our people and our nation through the 
medium of our glorious Armenian Church­
of whose finest traditions he is now a symbol. 

PARISH COUNCIL 
St. Leon's Armenian Church 

VARTAN CALFAYAN 
Father 

DIRAMEYER YEPRKSIE CALFAYAN 
Mother 

DIRAKOUR ROSE CALFAYAN 
Sister 
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BOGHOS CALFAYAN 
Brother 

ZAREH CALF A Y AN 
Brother 

BALTHAZAR CALFAYAN 
Brother 

OHANNES KHAN AKTCHALIAN 
Great Uncle 

GENERAL CHAIRMAN 
Albert Mardirossian 

Book Chairman -------------------------------------------------- E. George Dabagian 
Sara V ahanian 
Margaret Semonian 
Andrew Tribian 
James Boyajian 
Dickran Hagopian 
Zaven Marootian 
Zavart M. French 

Program & Entertainment Chairman ______ ________ Daniel Sapah-Gulian 

Reception & Dinner Chairman ______ ______ ___________ Sara Vahanian 

Co-Chairman ___________________________________ _________________ _Annette Kafafian 
Mary Huller 
Betty Marootian 

English Publicity Chairman ------------------------------ James Boyajian 
Zavart M. French 

Armenian Publicity Chairman ________________________ Armen Hovasepian 
Da11id Sarkisian 
BedrQS Bondatzy 

Revenue Publicity Chairman -------------------------- Anahid Bojekian 
Anne Chekemian 
Esther Avedisian 

Ticket Chairman ----------------------------------------- Mary Vartanesian 
Hannah Shahinian 
Alice Y azmajian 
John Azarian 
Sarkis Jamgochian 
Andrew Tilbian 

Area Chairman for Tickets ------------------------------ Hannah Shahinian, New York 
Khoren Barmakian, Newark 
Daniel Sapah-Gulian, Union City 
Hosrof Hamamjian, Weehawken 

Refreshment Chairman ___________________________ ________ James Noorigian 
Alex Vartanesian 

Treasurer ____________________________________________________________ Zaven Marootian 

Assistant Treasurer ------------------------------------------ Arpie Vartanesian 

Secretaries ________________________________________________________ Margaret Semonian 
Araxe Gamarekian 
Mary Dabbakian 



PROGRAM 

Star Spangled Banner - --·-------- ·- _fidll'ctrd Karnikian 

Our Father (In Armenian) _ ___ ---- -· Vocal Solo by Ho.rrof Hamamjian 

Benediction --------· __ 1-lis Grau: Archbi.rhop Tiran Nersoyan 

DINNER 

(Music by Batt-Masian's Salon Orchestra ) 

Toastmaster .. A t•edis Derrnmian I j olm R. oy Carl.r on) 

Welcoming Words ------·······- Hon. Mayor Le.rter F. Tit11r 

Vocal Selections --------- Edward Karnikian 

Guest Speaker ·---·-- . _ lion. CongreJJman Stcl'en 11. Derotmicm 

Vocal Selections . .. -- - ·- -- MMdiros Keoshaian 

Address - ·---·------ Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan 

Presentation -------······ Albert Mardirossian 

Address . ...... Archbishop Mampre Calfayan 

Vocal Selections . -------- Norma Cazanjian 

Der Getzo --------··· Mardiros Ko eshaian 

Piano Accompanist Lucy Daba~;ian 

DANCE MUSIC 

Batt-Masian and His Orchestra 
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In 1939 His Grace was instrumental in helping to elect to the Parish 
Council, for the first tim (i anywhere, members from the younger 
g e neration. 

Left to Right Sitting: Alb e rt Mardirossian, Sahag Avedisian , His 
Grace, George B<:shlie~n, Alex Vartanesian. Standing: Hagop Kafa­
fian, Alb '-' rt Hank, Deran Kurkjian, Souren Avedisian and Joseph 
T t!shjian. 

His Grace Archbishop Mampre Calfayan, seated, as shown with 
th &l officers of th e first young peoples group he organized at St. 
L• on's Church in 1940. Th • club, known as the Sons and Daughters 
of th 11 Arm e nian Church, aided in the planning of the church 
activities. 

L,.. ft to Right: Charles Dishian, Ann (Dishian) Pac 11 , E. Georg i! 
Dabagian, Isabel (Sahatjian) Ghizzoni, George B<J shlian, Florenc il 
(Dishian) Gulkasi<ln, Albert Hank and Souren Avedisian. 
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The late Sahag Avedisian, standing rear 
center, first President of the Board of 
Trustees is shown with Archbishop Mampre 
Calfayan in a photo taken October 24, 
1939. Mr. Avedisian, instrumental in es­
tablishing policies of the church, held the 
position of President till his death on 
September 16, 1950. Flanking Mr. Ave· 
disian are Harry Sohigian, a trustee and 
Albert Mardirossian, treasurer. 

Mihran Kurkjian 
As Godfather of St. Leon's Ar­
menian Church, he cooperated with 
His Grace and helped financially 
in rebuilding and consecrating the 
Church in 1941. 

Comp/imenfj o/ 

:Oadour Dadourian 

Karagheusian Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Mardirossian 

Parish Council of St. Leon's Armenian Church 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Sapah-Gulian 

Just A Friend 
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Comp/imenld o/ 

H. S. Arakelian 

... 

Mrs. Annie & Dikran Hagopian 

Ladies Aid Society of St. Leon's Church 

Mr. & Mrs. Zachary Mamoulian 

St. John's Armenian Church, Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Sohigian 
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Mr. & Mrs. J. K. Armen 
Armenian Holy Trinity Church, Boston, Mass. 
Mr. & Mrs. Levan Arslanian 
Esther Avedisian 
Mr. & Mrs. Khoren Barmakian 
Bashian Brothers 
Harry A. Berberian 
Huston T. Carlyle 
Mr. & Mrs. K. A. Chakmaklian 
Mr. & Mrs. Deran Chopoorian 
Mr. & Mrs. E. George Dabagian 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dishian 
Mrs. H. Dulgarian 
John Eimassian 
Mr. & Mrs. John Garabedian 
Holy Cross Armenian Church of Lawrence, Mass. 
Mrs. Varter Janigian 
Mr. & Mrs. A. K. Kazanjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Zaven Marootian 
M~nchin Funeral Directors 
H. H. Nakashian & Sons 
Paterson A. G. A. U. 
St. Leon's Guild 
St. Leon's Sunday School 
Haig & Dicran Simsarian 
G. Sital 
Martin Soligian 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry T atosian 
Tfank Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew S. Tilbian 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Vartanesian 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard V oskerichian 
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Mr. & Mrs. Manoug Adanatzian 

Leo Atimian 

Harry Demerjian 

Dulgarian Brothers 

Mr. & Mrs. B. Gamgochian 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Hekemian 

Mr. & Mrs. Hrant Hovsepian 

Mr. & Mrs. John Krbajian 

Frank Kurkjian 

Joseph Papazian 

Parish Council of Cleveland 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Pinajian 

Onnig Sarikizian 

K. P. Tavluian 

Frank C. Zotian 
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Mr. & Mrs. Zaven Baikar 
Mr. & Mrs. Dikran M. Boyajian 
Harry Casparian 
Mr. & Mrs. Andon Cherezian 
Joseph Chorbajian 
0 . Daigian 
Charles Danielian 
Mr. & Mrs. Ghevont DerMargosian 
Mr. & Mrs. Deran Dinjian 
Manoug Exerjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Haig Gamarekian 
Mr. & Mrs. Humayag Habeshian 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Halebian 
Ideal Trimming Shop 
Mr. & Mrs. N. S. Janian 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Jezraly 
Baidzar Kalfaian 
Ara J. Kalahjian 
M. Kolligian 
Daniel Kondakjian 
Taros Madaghjian 
Rev. Khoren Mamigonian 
Mr. & Mrs. Lazar Manoogian 
Fr. Torkom Manoogian 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Megerdichian 
Armenag C. Mooroian 
Mr. & Mrs. C. George Ovian 
Purpuse Insurance Agency 
St. Haroutune Armenian Church/ So. Milwaukee/ Wis. 
Mr. & Mrs. Missak Semonian 
Mr. & Mrs. Semon Semonian 
Mr. & Mrs. Vahan Shahinian & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Stepanian 
Edward D. Turnamian 
Taros M. Torosian 
Sara Vahanian 
Osia Y eramian 
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